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13.0 OBJECTIVES

After reading this unit you will bable to;

1 explain the social, political and economic condition of Buddhism and Jainism
in early medieval India, and
1 describe the causes for the decline of Buddhism and Jainism.

13.1 INTRODUCTION

There is a perceptible decline in some areas of Buddhismhwaid gradually been
falling out of royal favour since the Gupta period. However, in many cases, it
continued to retain a substantial presence. There was a century of lavish royal
patronage by the Maitraka state of Saurashtra in the west, and in théheast
importance of VikramashilgDddantapuri retaga substantial presence. There was

a century of lavish royal patronage by the Maitraka state of Saurashtra in the west,
and in the east the importance of Vijkramashila, Oddantapuri Somapura, and
Nalandareached the peak position during this tiasethe most outstanding of all the
centres of Buddhist learning. In Gujarat and Rajasthan regions, Jainism too seems to
have done reasonably well among the people despite the dwindling royal support.

It is in the South that the two religions lost out to Brahmanism in a major way,
although the Kannada territory remained a Jaina stronghold. For instance, the
following quote from one of the earliest studies on South Indian Jainism represents a
standard view of the dwnfall of the faith in the region, about which students of
history tend to be unfamiliar thes#gays fiThe vast remains in South India of
mutilated statues, deserved caves, and ruined temples at once recall t our mind the
greatness of the religion in daysome by and the theologicalamcour of the
Brahmins who wiped it out of all active existence. Jai@shave been forgotten,



their traditions have been ignored; but, the memory of that bitter struggle between
Jainism and Hinduism, characterized by bloogysedes in the South, is constantly
kept alive in the series of frescoes on the wall of the mandapam of the Golden Lily
Tank of the fmmous Minakshi temple of MadurAsthough this were not sufficient

The whole tragedy is gone through at five of the tvelmnual festivals at the
Madura temple .

India is the homeland of Buddhism. Buddhism has existed in India ibower two
thousand yearsToday Indians are feeling proud for their antiquity of Buddhist
philosophy, art, architecture, and literature. @éwbng to Ankur Barua, initiated in

India by the Sakyamuni Buddha, Buddhism has now become a world religion and at
present the Buddhist population is the third largest religious community in the
world. Buddhism lasted over a thousand yealtsdim, theland of its origin.But the
supreme irony of the history of Indian Buddhism remains whi& unexplained
guestion regarding what led to the disappearance of Buddhism from India. Many
scholars of Indian history and religion are devoted to unraveling tizslga Due to

the lack of historical and archaeological evidence, the debate continues for centuries
and there is no absolute consensus on this matter to date. Buddhism was the first
organized religion in the modern sense of the term "Religion”. It edecein
driving out the Brahman religion of sacrifices but gradually succumbed to the
influences of the popular religion. Its final absorption in the primitive religion was
because the Brahmans favoured fibligion of gods and goddesses and rituals, and
not be a religion of righteousness.

That Buddhism was not only the faith practiced by the majority of people but had
eclipsed to a great extent and the Brahmins had lost all the respect of amasses as well
as princely rulers. They were smarting under tiaeat. They did everything in

their power to finish off Buddhism and after the Muslim invasion, succeeded in it.
Thus Buddhism disappeared to a great extent from the land of ite.oBgyiddhism

was the national religion of India, not only because Blueldha was an Indian,
descended from an | ndi arbechusenBgddlusm wastthe Sakya ¢
source and inspiration of the national awakening witnessed in the Indian empires
and kingebms which controlled the dests of the country for over a dhsand

years; because Buddhism, for the first time, united India in a common cultural
synthesis and organization: because unlike Brahmanism, which was the religion of
the privileged classes. Buddhism was the first religion of the common people, not
forced on them, but accepted by their free will and pleastiecauseBuddhism
brought out in the fullest measure the immense potentialities of the nation in all its
manifold aspectsscience and art, literature and religion, commerce and industry,
internal progess and international reputation; araistly, because nother religion

has till this day been able to make India a great nation as Buddhism did

The reign of Ashoka was the Golden Age of India. His vast empire becaitaad
of peace and happineddere was a ruler who ruled according to the law of the
Buddha Ashokavas imbued with the spirit of the teaching of the master; he was one
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who lived the law. He looked after the peopteaasaint looks after humanithle

completely gave himself up to the Masstto the Dhamma, to the Sangha, and to the

people. Inscribed rocks and stone pillars, still found from Kashn@disha bear
testimony to the extent of Ashokabds Empire,
rule, andthe nobility of his characteHis kihngdom from plain tahe mountainthe

cave was freedoins h Dhengpread of Buddhism imdia at first was due to the

efforts of the Sangha which handed down the Dhagrthe teaching of the Buddha.

Emperor Ashoka took a personal interest in spreadingéwsfaith in India, and in

foreign countries with which he had political and commercial relations.

During the period of early medievahdia, Buddhism was gradually confined to
eastern India. Thealarulers were patrons of Buddhism. The decline ofRhaé&

power after the 10century & was a blow to Buddhism in the area. But even more
serious was a blow Buddhism in the area. But even more serious were the internal
developments in Buddhism. Buddha had preached a practical philosophy, with a
minimum d priesthood and speculation about god. This worship now becomes
more elaborate. The belief grew that a worshipper could attain what he desired by
uttering magical words (mantra) and making various kind of mystic gestures. They
also believed that by tke practices, and by various kinds of austerities and secret
rites, they could attain supernatural powers, such as the power to fly in the air, to
become invisible, to see things at a distance, &tus path is calledvajrayanaor
Kalachakratantrayanar tantric mode of worshipDuring this period Odisha, under

the Bhaumakaras and Somavamsi was a famous destinatitajrajanatantrism.

Large numbers of ruined Buddhist establishments found in the Cutfagbur
district of Odisha testify the fact. TauwBuddhism did not so much decline, as it
assumed forms that made it indistinguishable from Hinduism.

Jainism continued to be popular, particulasiyiong the trading communitieshe
Chalukyan rulerof Gujarat patronized Jainisnthe Rashtrakutas also tpanized
Jainism. It was during this time that some of the most magnifig@nttemples,

such as the Dilwargemple at Mt. Abu, were builtAnd also some caves at Ellora
were excavated. The Paramars rulers of Malwa also built many huge images of Jain
sants and of Mahavira whoegan to be worshipped as a gdde magnificent
Jainalays which were built in various parts also acted as resting places of travelers.
In south India, Jainism attained its high water mark during &0 centuries. The
Ganga ulers of Karnataka were great patrons of Jainism. During this period, many
Jain basadis(temples) andMahastambhagpillars) were set up in different parts.

The colossal image at Sravana Belgola was set up during this tim@aifldectrine

of four gifts (learning, food, medicine, and shelter) helped to make Jainism popular
among the people.

13.2 BUDDHISM

Insteadof its evergrowing popularity and expansion, Buddhism failed to swallow up
Hinduism entirely. Later on, when Buddhism tended towards itsndediinduism
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again rose to prominence. With the passage of time, the old power and prestige of
Buddhism completely disappeared from all over India. The revival of Hinduism was
not only the cause of its decline, but some internal factors also contrilwuied t
decline. According to V.A. Smith,Buddhism passed away in India not from
Brahminpersecution, but rather from internal causes such as relaxed discipline and
overgrowth of monasticismMany causes were responsible for the gradual decline
and downfd of Buddhism in ancient India, although it continued to flourish in
countries beyond India for centuries. Even today, it has a large number of followers
all over the world.

According to Ankur Barua, It is important to understand that Buddhism was never
wiped off from India on a single day and in any single even. Like the causal web of a
disease, it wasnulti-factorial causationThe process of decline and subsequent
disappearance was gradual and lastedriany centuries.Buddhism spread rapidly

in India and several other countries. Though today it is one of the largest religions of
the world the number of these followers in India is negligiblee common causes

of decline are lik;

a) Declineof BuddhistSanghas
b) Revivalof Brahmanism

c) Division amongBuddhists

d) Useof SanskritLanguage

e) ImageWorship

f) Lossof RoyalPatronage

g) EmergencefRaj put 6s
h) Muslim Invasion

a) Declineof Buddhist Sanghas

The important cause of the decline and fall of Buddhism was the decline of Buddhist
Sanghas. The Sanghas became centresrruption. The discipline of vinay pitaka

was violated. The viharas were dominated by dageg people. The monks and
nuns began to lead lives of pleasure and ease. The Mahayanist and Hinayanist
guarreled with each other. Internal conflict provedéahe ruin of Buddhism.

b) Revival of Brahmanism

The revival of Brahmanical Hinduism also served as a cause for the decline of
Buddhism. The rites and rituals of Hinduism were simplified. It also incorporated
Buddhist principle of notviolence and accepteduBdha as a Hindu incarnation. The
Gupta rulers were great patrons of Brahmanical religion and did a lot for it. The
reformed Brahmanical Hinduism was able to appeal to the people.

c) Division amongBuddhists

Buddhi sm was divided i ntHd nay anruarib,e r i Mafh agyramu
AVajrayanad ATantrayanao and fASahajayanaod an
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d) Useof Sanskrit Language

The Buddhist monks gave up pali, the language of the common people. Buddha
preached his teanits in Pali which accounted fohe spread of Buddhism. But the
Buddhist monks took up Sanskrit, the language of intellectuals which was rarely
understood by the common people. So people rejected it.

e) ImageWorship

The Mahayana Buddhists started worshipping Buddha as a God. This imag@wors
was a clear violation of the Buddhist doctrines which opposed the critical rites and
rituals of Brahmanical Hinduism. Due to image worship. Buddhism lost its
importance as it led the people to believe that Buddhism is coming under the
influence of Hindiism.

f) Lossof Royal Patronage

With the gradual march of time, Buddhism lost the royal patronage which it received
during the period of Asoka, Kaniska and Harshavardhana. Royal patronage helped a
lot for the spread of Buddhism earlier. But due to the latkogal patronage,
Buddhism met its end.

g EmergenceofRaj put 6s

Most parts of Northern India were ruled by t
who found great pleasure in fighting. They discarded the Buddhist principle of non

violence. They patronize Hinduism which was a martial religion. The Buddhist

monks feared persecution and shed from Northern India. So Buddhism practically
disappeared from Northern India.

h) Muslim Invasion

The Muslim invasion practically gave a death blow to Buddhism in India.rithes

of Buddhists Viharas attracted the attention of the Muslim invaders. So the Buddhist

Viharas became the targets of Muslim invasion whose sole intention was to plunder

t he wealth. The Buddhi sts moMakysBuddhlosu!l dndt r e:
monks were killed, some of them were converted to Islam and others fled to Nepal

and Tibet and took shelter there. Ultimately Buddhism died away in India, the land

of its birth though it continued to flourish in countries beyond India for centuries.

13.3 JAINISM

Jainas had to fight their battle on two fronts since the days of Mahavir: a) against the
followers of the VediBrahmanicreligion, and b) against Buddhists. They fought on
the first front for their faitragainstthe vedicmanifestation, its bloodgacrifices and

its social order which assured precedence t®thbmanasver all other sections of

the society; and on the second, against the Buddhistic denial of the self and its
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doctrine of salvation whiclacknowledged asceticism only in a negligibheasure

and considered the saints other than the Tr.i
path to salvation. Buddhism had oppressed Jainism for some time quite strongly.

Kumarila, the restorer of theedicsacrificial service, and Sarikara, the Pianekthe

illusionist doctrine of notduality, also preceded with all the weapons of their spirit,

against the Jainaloctrine as a heterodoxy which was inimical to the Vedas. The

constant progress of the movement coming from the orthodoxy against adldaete

trend increased thegressure, gradually but surely, and it weighted heavily upon the

Jainaclan, and although this knew to weolf the attacks, its position had become

much weaker and it was shaken.

The consequence of the awakening of Bnahmanicreligiosity was the revival of

the Vaishnavite and Shaivite sects. Shaivism and Vaishnavism proved to be
particularly dangerous opponents, and they did a severe damage to Jainism,
particularly in the Deccan and the south. The Shaivite sect of the Lingagats
another mighty enemy of Jainas. Lingayats proceeded against Jainas extremely
fanatically, damaged their properties and fife destrdakied temples or appropriated
them for their purpose. It is said that Saint Ekantd®amayya had particularly
exceled in the propagation of the new doctrineisiseen from the inscription from

the year 1368 that Jainas were oppressed later by the Sri Vaisnavas. Jainas then
complained to king Bukkaraylaof Vijayanagar against the persecutions to which
they were sulgict on the side of the Vaishnavites. The king then ordered that the
members of both the religions should enjoy the same cultural freedom in his land.
Further he ordered that 2Quards be appointed near tli@mmatastatue in
Sravanablagola to protect the lsine from denigration and saw to it that the
destroyed temples were repaired. The growing might of Hinduis was not revealed to
Jainism in its losing the followers. It was also expressed in the increasing inclination
of i ts f olslhoduistic @& antd cust@mslius more and more Hindu
deities were mentioned in the Jaiitarature from now on, althougtiey have no

place in the Jainaystem. They also used terms which revesirang influence of

the Vedantaand in the following period, there wareater reconciliation even in the
religious belief and social life.

Some of the major causes responsible for the decline of Jainism in India are as
follows:

a) Lack of royal patronage
b) Lack of efforts

c) Severity of Jainism

d) Unintelligible Philosophy
e) Facionalism in Jainism
f) Spread of Buddhism

g) Role of Hindu preachers



a) Lack of Royal Patronage

Firstly, the initial tempo of royal patronage of Jainism by Bimbisara, Ajatasatru,
Udayin and Kharavela was not kept up by kings and princes of later times. Rather
the zeal and determination of Asoka, Kanishka and Harsha to spread Buddhism came
to eclipse Jainism. As such, lack of sincere and determined royal patronage came to
relegate Jainism.

b) Lack of Efforts

There was also a decline in the missionary zeal andrginoéthe Jaina mendicants.
They were no more particular in undertaking the strain of spreading Jainism in
villages and towns. The traders and businessmen still remained loyal to Jainism. But
they had no time to do anything for the spread of Jainism.

c) Seerity of Jainism

The severity of Jainism boomeranged against it to bring about its decline. Unlike the

omi ddl e patho of Buddhi s m, Jainism stood fo
and restraint etc. All these were too severe to endure. People soamebeca

disillusioned with it. In course of time, Jainism, once adored, became alienated from

the people.

d) Unintelligible Philosophy

Most of the Jaina philosophy was unintelligible for the masses. The concepts of
Jeeva, Ajeeva, Pudgala, Syadbada etc. could eouralerstood properly by the
people. Many could not accept the view that stone, water, tree or earth had a soul of
their own. There was, thus, a gradual decline in popular faith for Jainism. This paved
the way for its decline.

e) Factionalismin Jainism

Factobnalism among the Jainas after the death of Mahavira was the fifth cause of the

decline of Jainism. Some now advocated to literally follow the teachings of

Mahavira, while others wanted to tone down the severity of Jainism. As such, the rift

led to adivison in Jain ranks. They were now div
0 Swet amv a e dormgrr led bbypBhadrabahu, gave up dress, adopted severe

penance for sefpurification and became indifferent to worldly life. The

6Swet amvar ad gr o uwore white dresd Yhe &istoraweakbred u ,

Jainism and as such, its spread came to be curtailed.

f) Spread of Buddhism

Buddhism came as formidable obstacle in the path of the spread of Jainism. Buddhist
was simple and intelligible. There was no severity irfEiten a householder could
follow it.



g) Role of Hindu Preachers

Hinduism posed threats to Jainism, Nimbarka, Ramaggakaracharya etc. came to
make the foundation of Hinduism more solid and stronger. Rise of Vaishnavism,
Saivism and Saktism paled Jainismtoi comparative insignificance. Declirod
Jainism, thus, Became inevitable and unavoidable. Thus, Jainism which gained
momentum came to a declining stage after the spread of Buddhism. The Hindu
preachers put constant problem on the path of the spfdathesm So, it declined.

Check Your Progress

1) Discuss the main causes for the decline of Buddhism during early medieval
period.
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2) Write a note on different factors responsible for the decline of Jainism during
early medieval period.
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13.4 LET US SUM UP

In this unit we discussecbndition ofBuddhismand Jainism during early medieval
India. Hinduism struggled with Buddhism from th& to 9" century. The greatest
darger of Buddhism came from its emphasis on tolerance and obliteration of
differences. The very fact that Buddhism and Hinduism came nearer to each other
led to the disintegration of the former. Decadence of Buddhism in India was
hastened by its alliance witforms of magic and erotic mysticism called Saktism.
Hindus had, in the meanwhile, absorbed all the good points which Buddhist had to
offer. Sankara, led a cruisade against Buddhisni'iarg@l 9" centuries. He took the
Buddhist institution as his modelnd arranged the ascetic orders of Hindus
accordingly. His philosophy was also based on Mahayana Buddhism. The final
disappearance of Buddhism was, however, mainly due to the destruction of its great
monaseries by the Muslim invaderst must be understoothat the decline of
Buddhism from India was not its annihilation of explusion but absorption



Jainism has also influenced by the Hindu caste order. Duringéatig medieval

period several castes arose among .the Jains. Howeve to be noted here tha

caste system is not followed by Jain monks. The Jain caste nhames are sometimes
common with the Hindus, sona@e named after places while others are exclusively
Jains. Though features of Hindu caste system, such as hierarchy also appear in Jain
castes, sdal differentiation is not so clearly marked. Some castes are common to
both Svetambaras and Digamharas, while others are exclusive tr the other. In

this context is again significant to mention here that since most of the Jains belong to
the busines communities in India, they are widely considered akin to the Vaishya
castes. Indeed social reciprocity is higher among the Vaishya Hindus and the Jains.

13.5 KEY WORDS

Heterodox : ldeas opposed to usual practising religious beliefs.

Orthodox : Conforming to the established religious doctrine.

13.6 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES

Check Your Progress

1) See Section 13.2
2) See Section 13.3
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14.0 OBJECTIVES

After reading thisunit, youwill be able to:

1 know about the early life of Al Biruni, and
1 familiarise yourself with the main works of Al Biruni.

14.1 INTRODUCTION

AbT -RaMUn Jstomad ibn Amad alB § r Ipop@arly knownAl-B ¢ r Was 0
Muslim astronomer, mathematician, ethnographist, anthropologist, historian, and
geographer. ABOor 1 no | ived during a period of unu s
eastern Islamic worldde served more than six different princes, all of whom were
known for their bellicose activities and a good number of whom met their ends in
violent deaths. Nevertheless, he managed to become the most original polymath the
Islamic world had ever knowrHe studied almost all fields of science and was
compensated for his research and strenuous work. Royalty and powerful members of
society sought out ABiruni to conduct research and study to uncover certain
findings. In addition to this type of influence,-Biruni was also influenced by other
nations, such as the Greeks, who he took inspiration from when he turned to studies
of philosophy. He was conversant in Khwarezmian, Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit, and
also knew Greek, Hebrew and Syriac. He spent muchsofifei in Ghazni, then
capital of the Ghaznavid dynasty, in modelay centrakastern Afghanistan. In
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1017 CE he travelled to the Indian subcontinent and authored a study of Indian
cultureT U r ¢ -Kihd (History of India) after exploring the Hindu faifiracticed in

India. He was an impartial writer on customs and creeds of various nations, and was
given the titleal-Ustadh("The Master") for his remarkable description of early 11th
century India.

14.2 LIFE

Al-B o r Twasgborn 4™ Sepember 973 CE,z mKh WwWbeowUis Un
Uzbekistaf in Central Asiaand died in c. 1052 CE, Ghazna (now
Afghanistan. To conduct research, Airuni used different methods to tackle the
various fields he studied. He lived during the Islamic Golden Age, when thesilbba
Caliphs promoted the research of astronomyBiini spent the first twentjive

years of his life in Khwarezm where he studied Islamic jurisprudence, theology,
grammar, mathematics, astronomy, medicine, philosophy and also dabbled in the
field of physics and most other sciences as well. The Iranian Khwarezmian language,
which was the language of Biruni, survived for several centuries after Islam until the
Turkification of the region, and so must some at least of the culture and lore of
ancient Khwarem, for it is hard to see the commanding figure of Biruni, a
repository of so much knowledge, appearing in a cultural vacuum. He was
sympathetic to the Afrighids, who were overthrown by the rival dynasty of
Ma'munids in 995CE. He left his homeland for Buldna, thenunder the Samanid

ruler Mansu#ll the son of Nuh. There he corresponded with Avicenna and there are
extant exchanges of views between these two scholars.

In 998 CE, he went to the court of the Ziyarid amir of Tabaristan, Shanvoalli
Abol-hasa Ghaboos ibn Wushmgir. There he wrote his first important walrk,
Athar alBaqgiya 'an alQorun atKhaliyya( The remaining traces of past centuries"
and translated as "Chronology of ancient nations" or "Vestiges of the Past") on
historical and scientifi chronology, probably around 10QE, though he later made
some amendments to the book. He also visited the court of the Bavandid ruler Al
Marzuban. Accepting the definite demise of the Afrighids at the hands of the
Ma'munids, he made peace with the lattdo then ruled Khwarezm. Their court at
Gorganj (also in Khwarezm) was gaining fame for its gathering of brilliant scientists.

In 1017 CE, Mahmud of Ghazni took Rey. Most scholars, includin@ialini, were
taken to Ghazni, the capital of the Ghaznavithakty. Biruni was made court
astrologer and accompanied Mahmud on his invasions into India, living there for a
few years. He was fortfour years old when he went on the journeys with Mahmud
of Ghazni. Biruni became acquainted with all things relatednttial During this

time he wrote his study of India, finishing it around 103B. Along with his
writing, Al-Biruni also made sure textend his study to science while on the
expeditions. He sought to find a method to measure the height of the sun, aed crea
a makeshift quadrant for that purpose-BMuni was able to make much progress in
his study over the frequent travels that he went on throughout the lands of India
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14.3 WORKS

ListngatBor 1T n9g6s works is relatively easy, for
works up to when he was about 60 years old. However, he lived well into his
seventies, and, since some of his surviving works are not mentioned in this index, the

index 5 a partial list at best. Adding all the titles in the index, as well as those found

later, brings his total production to 146 titles, each averaging about 90 folios. Almost

half of the titles were on astronomical and mathematical subjects. Only a mewuscul

number of his output, 22 titles, has survived, and only about half of that has been
published

14.3.1Mathematics and Astronomy

Ninety-f i ve of 146 books known to have been wri
astronomy, mathematics, and related subjects like mathematical geography. His
religion contributed to his research of astronomy, as in Islam, worship and prayer
require knowing he precise directions of sacred locations, which can only be
accurately found using astronomical data. Biruni's major work on astrology is
primarily an astonomical and mathematical texte states: I"have begun with
Geometry and proceeded to Arithmetiodathe Science of Numbers, then to the
structure of the Universe and finally to Judicial Astrology, for no one who is worthy
of the style and title of Astrologer who is not thoroughly conversant with these for
sciences In these earlier chapters he lay® tfoundations for the final chapter, on
astrological prognostication. He was wary of horary astrology, concerned that it
threatened to cross the boundary from astrology into the omens and divinations of
sorcery.He wrote an extensive commentary odianastronomy in thdad ¢ g mU
li-I-Hind mostly translation of Aryabhatta's work, in which he claims to have
resolved the matter of Earth's rotation in a work on astronomy that is no longer
extant, higMiftah-ilm-alhai'a (Key to Astronomy):

The rotation of the earth does in m@y impair the value of astronomy,

as all appearances of an astronomic character can quite as well be
explained according to this theory as to the other. There are, however,
other reasons which make it impossible. This question is most difficult to
solve.The most prominent of both modern and ancient astronomers have
deeply studied the question of the moving of the earth, and tried to refute
it. We, too, have composed a book on the subject called Nliftah
alhai'a (Key to Astronomy), in which we think Wwave surpassed our
predecessors, if not in the words, at all events in the matter.

In his description of Sijzi's astrolabe he hints at contemporary debates over the
movement of the earth. He carried on a lengthy correspondence and sometimes
heated debateith Ibn Sina, in which Biruni repeatedly attacks Aristotle's celestial
physics: he argues by simplepeximent that vacuum must exibg is "amazed" by
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the weakness of Aristotle's argument against elliptical orbits on the basis that they
would create vaaum, he attacks the immutability of the celestial sphesed so on.

In his major astronomical work, the Mas'ud Canon, Biruni observed that, contrary to
Ptolemy, the sun's apogee (highest point in the heavens) was mobile, not fixed. He
wrote a treatise othe astrolabe, describing how to use it to tell the time and as a
guadrant for surveying. One particular diagram of an eyglatred device could be
considered an ancestor of later Muslim astrolabes and clocks. More recently, Biruni's
eclipse data was uséy Dunthorne in 174€Eto help determine the acceleration of

the moon, and his data on equinox times and eclipses was used as part of a study of
Earth's past rotationAl-Biruni was the person who first subdivided the hour
sexagesimally into minutes, sexts, thirds and fourths in 1000 while discussing
Jewish months.

14.3.2Geography and Geodesy

Boring devised a novel met hod of determinin
observation of the height of a mountain. He carried it out at Nandana in Pind Dadan
Khan (presentlay Pakistan). He used trigonometry to calculate the radius of the
Earth usingmeasurements of the height of a hill and measurement of the dip in the
horizon from the top of that hill. His calculated radius for the Earth of 3928.77 miles
was 2% higher than the actual mean radius of 3847.80 miles. His estimate was given
as 12,803,33¢ubits, so the accuracy of his estimate compared to the modern value
depends on what conversion is used for cubits. The exact length of a cubit is not
clear; with an 18 inch cubit his estimate would be 3,600 miles, whereas with a 22
inch cubit his estimat would be 4,200 miles. One significant problem with this
approach is that ABiruni was not aware of atmospheric refraction and made no
allowance for it. He used a dip angle of 34 arc minutes in his calculations, but
refraction can typically alter the naaed dip angle by about 1/6, making his
calculation only accurate to within about 20% of the true valoehis Codex
Masudicus(1037), AlBiruni theorized the existence of a landmass along the vast
ocean between Asia and Europe, or what is today knowmeasmericas. He argued

for its existence on the basis of his accurate estimations of the Earth's circumference
and Afro-Eurasia's size, which he found spanned only-fiftes of the Earth's
circumference, reasoning that the geological processes thatigmave Eurasia must
surely have given rise to lands in the vast ocean between Asia and Europe. He also
theorized that at least some of the unknown landmass would lie within the known
latitudes which humans could inhabit, and therefore would be inhabited.

14.3.3Pharmacology and Mineralogy

Biruni wrote a pharmacopoeia, th&itab al-saydala fi ailtibb" (Book on the
Pharmacopoeia of Medicine). It lists synonyms for drug names in Syriac, Persian,
Greek, Baluchi, Afghan, Kurdi, and some Indian languages.
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He used a hydrostatic balance to determine the density and purity of metals and
precious stones. He classified gems by what he considered their primary physical
properties, such as specific gravity and hardness, rather than the common practice of
the time ofclassifying them by colour.

14.3.4History and Chronology

Biruni's main essay on political histog,i t Grbu sal ma a4 © a (Book

of nightly conversation concerning the affairsto)r azm) is now known onl
quot at i onsT WUméMissy3bimdgimitionsto this various discussions of

historical events and methodology are found in connection with the lists of kings in

hisal-i t h Ob U cadng @ theQ U n Bsrwell as elsewhere in thiet h i mdia,

and scattered throughout his atheorks. AFBi r uni ' s AChronology of
Nationso attempted to accurately establish t

14.3.5History of Religions

Boring is one of the most important Muslim a
Biruni was a pneer in the study of comparative religion. He studied
Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Hinduism, Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, and other
religions. He assumed the superiority of IslaM/e’ have here given an account of
these things in order that the reader magrh by the comparative treatment of the
subject how much superior the institutions of Islam are, and how more plainly this
contrast brings out all customs and usages, differing from those of Islam, in their
essential foulneSsHowever he was happy on @sion to express admiration for
other cultures, and quoted directly from other religions' sacred texts when reaching
his conclusions. He strived to understand them on their own terms rather than trying
to prove them wrong. His underlying concept was thatudtures are at least distant
relatives of all other cultures because they are all human constructs. "Rather, what
Al-Biruni seems to be arguing is that there is a common human element in every
culture that makes all cultures distant relatives, howfareignthey might seem to

one another

Al-Biruni divides Hindus into an educated and an uneducated class. He describes the
educated as monotheistic, believing that God is one, eternal, and omnipotent and
eschewing all forms of idol worship. He recognizémt uneducated Hindus
worshiped a multiplicity of idols yet points out that even some Muslims (such as the
Jabiriyya) have adopted anthropomorphic concepts of God

14.3.6Indology

Al-Biruni's fame as an Indologist rests primarily on two textsBidini wrote an

encyclopedic work on Indiacallete®) 0 q -RHJ nld mi n maqill ah magqgbl | ¢
aql a w mwariodidlyitranalated as "Verifying All That the Indians Recount,

the Reasonable and the Unreasonable" or "The book confirming what pertains to

India, whether rational or despicablein which he explored nearly every aspect of

14



Indian life, including religion, history, geography, geology, science, and
mathematics. During his journey through India, military and political histories were
not of Al-Biruni's main focus. Instead, he decided to document the more civilian and
scholarly areas of Hindu life such as culture, science, and religiorexpleres
religion within a rich cultural context. He expresses his objective with simple
eloquence he also transked the works of Indian sage Patanjali with the title
Tarj amat ket-hHHUR Wt an jea It @ bfOiko |

An example of AdBiruni's analysis is his summary of why many Hindus hate
Muslims. Biruni notes in the beginning of his book how the Muslims had atinaed
learning about Hindu knowledge and culture. He explains that Hinduism and Islam
are totally different from each other. Moreover, Hindus iff' €&ntury India had
suffered waves of destructive attacks on many of its cities, and Islamic armies had
taken numerous Hindu slaves to Persia, wBiaddaimed AlBirunid contributed to
Hindus becoming suspicious of all foreigners, not just Muslims. Hindus considered
Muslims violent and impure, and did not want to share anything with them. Over
time, Al-Biruni won the welcome of Hindu scholars. -Bliruni collected books and
studied with these Hindu scholars to become fluent in Sanskrit, discover and
translate into Arabic the mathematics, science, medicine, astronomy and other fields
of arts as practiced in T4centuy India. He was inspired by the arguments offered
by Indian scholars who believed earth must be globular in shape, which is the only
way to fully explain the difference in daylight hours by latitude, seasons and earth's
relative positions with moon andass. At the same time, Airuni was also critical

of Indian scribes who he believed carelessly corrupted Indian documents while
making copies of older documents. He also criticized the Hindus on what he saw
them do and not do, like their deficiencies umiosity about history and religion.

One of the specific aspects of Hindu life thatBituni studied was the Hindu
calendar. His scholarship on the topic exhibited great determination and focus, not to
mention the excellence in his approach of the indepsearch he performed. He
developed a method for converting the dates of the Hindu calendar to the dates of the
three different calendars that were common in the Islamic countries of his time
period, the Greek, the Arab/Muslim, and the Persian. Birund amployed
astronomy in the determination of his theories, which were complex mathematical
equations and scientific calculation that allows one to convert dates and years
between the different calendars.

The book does not limit itself to tedious recordsaftle because ABiruni found

the social culture to be more important. The work includes research on a vast array
of topics of Indian culture, including descriptions of their traditions and customs.
Although he tried to stay away from political and naitig history, Biruni did indeed
record important dates and noted actual sites of where significant battles occurred.
Additionally, he chronicled stories of Indian rulers and told of how they ruled over
their people with their beneficial actions and actethainterests of the nation. But,

his details are brief and mostly just list rulers without referring to their real names.
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He did not go on about deeds that each one carried out during their reign, which
keeps in line with ABBiruni's mission to try to sly away from political histories. Al

Biruni also described the geography of India in his work. He documented different
bodies of water and other natural phenomena. These descriptions are useful to
today's modern historians because they are able to usa'8saholarship to locate
certain destinations in modeday India. Historians are able to make some matches
while also concluding that certain areas seem to have disappeared and been replaced
with different cities. Different forts and landmarks were abde be located,
legitimizing Al-Biruni's contributions with their usefulness to eveondern history

and archaeology.

The dispassionate account of Hinduism given byBilini was remarkable for its

time. He stated that he was fully objective in his writingsnaining unbiased like a
proper historian should. Biruni documented everything about India just as it
happened. But, he did note how some of the accounts of information that he was
given by natives of the land may not have been reliable in terms ofle®mp
accuracy, however, he did try to be as honest as possible in his writing. Mohammad
Yasin compares it to "a magic island of quiet, impartial research in the midst of a
world of clashing swords, bumg towns, and plundered templeBiruni's writing

was very poetic, which may diminish some of the historical value of the work for
modern times. The lack of description of battle and politics makes those parts of the
picture completely lost. However, many have used@#lini's work to check facts of
history in other works that may have been ambiguous or had their validity
guestioned.

Check Your Progress

1) Write a note on scientific works of Al Biruni.
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14.4 LET US SUM UP

Most of the works of ABiruni are in Arabic although he wrote one of his
masterpieces, thKitab al-Tafhimapparently in both Persian araabic, showing

his mastery over both |l anguages. Borindg's ca
to his 65" lunar/63° solar year lists 103 titles divided into 12 categories: astronomy,
mathematical geography, mathematics, astrological aspects amasitg,
astronomical instruments, chronology, comets, an untitled category, astrology,
anecdotes, religion, and books he no longer possessessAl-Biruni's death, in the
Ghaznavid dynasty and following centuries his work was not built on, nor
referened. It was only hundreds of years later in the West that his books became
read and referenced again, especially his book on India which became relevant to the
British Empire’s activity in India from the fZentury.

14.5 KEY WORDS

Kit Ub :Book

Tafhim . Intelligence

Tavqg @ g : Query

T Ur 6 k h : History or Historiography

14.6 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES

Check Your Progress
1) See Sulsections 14.3.1, 14.3.2 and 14.3.3

2) See Suksections 14.3.4, 14.3.5 and 14.3.6
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UNIT 15 : REGIONAL LANGUAGES AND
LITERATURE

Structure
15.0 Objectives
15.1 Introduction
15.2 Literatures in Regional Languages

15.2.1 Bengali
15.2.2 Odia
15.2.3 Assamese
15.2.4 Marathi
15.2.5 Tamil
15.2.6 Kannada
15.2.7 Telegu
15.2.8 Malayalam

15.3 LetUs Sum Up
15.4 Key Words

15.5 Answers to Check Your Progress Exercises

15.0 OBJECTIVES

After reading thisunit you will be able to know:

1 the growth of regional languages and literature, and
1 about the nature of cultural and literary synthesis achieveusiperiod.

15.1 INTRODUCTION

Language and literature are closely connected. The origin of a languaggppases

a speech community and the speech community in turfsygposes a territory
where they live in. Language is related to thought and fedlibgrature presupposes

a special kind of cultural condition. All works of poetry, criticism, aesthetics,
philosophy, art and science are the off springs of cultintellectual, moral and
spiritual, especially as they are evolved from the life of thufee Literature is often

the mirror of the age in which it flourishes. A poet or a novelist is bound to be
influenced by the ideaand facts of contemporary life and this influence is reflected
through his writings.

The period fron750to 12G CEcurrenty del i neat ed as t e AEarly

of Indian history was marked by an unprecedented growth of a regional identity
noticeable in such domains as those
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Medievabis viewed as a phase different froanand ato between the early historical

and medieval periods of Indian history. This epoch however needs to be understood
in its own termsi the hallmark lying of course in the pronounced regional
propensity.

A close perusal of the available literature on thigieset proclaims the emergence of

a large number of regional polities which sometimes assumed imperial proportions.
This coexistence of numerous regional powers expectedly resulted in almost
endemic dynastic hostilities. But military victory was not alwaygsslated into
territorial expansion and most of these outstanding powers like the Palas and Senas
of Bengal and Bihar, the GurjaRratiharas of Malwa and Rajputana, the
Rashtrakutas of the Deccan, and the Cholas in the far south all remained egsentiall
rooted to their respective regionA. striking transformation was manifest the
domain of economy todlhe money economy of early India now assdnthe form

of natural economyVillages emerged as units of producti@aralization thus being
animportatdimenso n of t he t rAcoromitantaesult pfwioich wass 0 .
a marked decline of early historical urban centres and commercial networks. This
led to the practice of remuneration in land as a substitute for cash, to the migration of
different social groups to rural areas, to an agrarian expansion and to the
crystallization in rural society ofjajmani relationships (relationships of
interdependence between patrons and clients).

The society signalled the emergence of landed intermediaries f@nald
landholding social grouphe outcome of land grants made initially to religious
establishments but lateonferred on secular ones to8j.the other end of the social
ladder were the peasayitthe peasant community subjected to such restrictions as
immobility, forced labar, and paymenbf revenue at exorbitant rate&. marked
straffication was noticed here tooAnother important development that
distinguished the society was the prolifgon of castesThis process had already
started in terms ofineven marital relations, but it intensifiedrohg the early
medieval periodNot only did the epoch witness tlappearance of major groups
such as the Kayastha community but many of the social groups associated with what
was considered to be pollutingamual labour came to constitute the degraded rank
of untouchables.

In the realm of religion the dominant note was the proliferation of sects and sub

sect s. The core of the i1 deobbaghkhidhd t he per
was feudal in contentjree it accentuated the relationship of loyalty and devotion,
which are believed to be hall marks of feudal

bhakti of God as a Lord located in a temple, was the key ideological strand of the
period. Evidence of thextensive spread dfhaktiis certainly available in South
India. One form of this is the devotional hymns of the Vaishdvarsand Saiva
Nayanars In South India the term for the templeyil) was the same as that for the
kingés residence. God wasethord, and the relationship between God and his
devotee was seen as parallel to aspalivasive feudal ideology.
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The new agrarian structure created a leisurely class of landed magnates which in turn
gave rise to feudal cultural traits. Besides theexts i v e & | a & pedoa f 6
saw t he s pa igniflyingoaf coming to the fore of a hitherto dormant
religious force. What becomes significant in the context of the shaping of the
regional society and cultuis when we come across receddreferences for the first

time and more or less within the same tifreme to local and peripheral deities such

as Aranyavasini Bahughrnadeviand Vatayaksinideviin Rajasthan, toViraja in
Odishaand Kamakhyain Assam, to cite a few cases. They did albtdevelop into

major cults, but some did. They function towards the integration of other local cults
and become one of the recognizable symbols of the region. In this manner the
religious and ideological expressions of a region in their varied forassliacomes
enmeshed in the web of its polity, economy and society. The interrelated vehicle of
their expression is naturally language. In fact in various media of social
communication (such as script, language and literature) there was the crystallization
of a regional character. Art activities too came tadmognizable only in terms of
regionalschools, such as Eastern, OdishCentral Indian, West Indian and Central
Deccanese, or in terms of such labels as Pallava and Chola, in which again the
regioral context is implicit.

15.2 LITERATURES IN REGIONAL LANGUAGES

The period under present survey saw the evolution (rise and growth) of several
regional languages both in North and South India though comparatively in their
incipient forms in the North. Lérary works composed in these vernaculars were
marked by a regional spirit. It was primarily locd¢mand and the need for a
colloquial languagé an easy medium for expressing the thought of the commoners
that paved the way for such developments.

From Vedc Sanskrit was evolved Classical Sanskrit, which in its turn led to the
emergence of four types of Prakrit that are believed to have been spoken in four
different parts of the country Shauraseniin the Mathura regionMagadhi in
Magadh, Paicachi in the NorthhWestern parts of India andlaharashtri in
Maharashtra.  These regional Prakrits in their turn degenerated into the
Apabhramsha In course of time the regional languages (vernaculars) evolved from
these Apabhramshathough in a nascent form duritige period under review. The

two broad divisions of Indian languages are as followthose descending from
Sanskrit and known as Indaryan group of languages such as Bengali, Marathi,
Gujarati, Qlia, Assamese and several others. The other group afdgeg known

as Dravidian Languages such as Tamil, Telegu, Kannada and Malayalam, the latter
however traced their evolution to a much earlier date.

15.2.1 Bengali

Religion has always been a part of culture. It undoubtedly played a vital role in
shaping thdife and thought of a country. This was especially the case of Bengal, a
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place which served as the cradle of popular religious movements. New ideas in
religion have ever found a fit soil to grow upimnthis alluvial riverine tract. Bengal

was the lastin the list of the regions to be included in the Argminated
Aryavarta(Land of the Aryans). Hence the Brahmanic influence was for centuries at
a very low ebb here. This justifies the popularity of the comparatively more liberal
creeds of Buddhismnal Jainism here.

In the later part of the tenth centu@f, the Buddhist monks (th&iddhacharya®f

the Mahayana Sect of Buddhism) such 8saraha Lui, Savariand others at the
behest of the Pala rulers of Bengal, professing the same religion begaieto w
books in Prakrit. Th€haryyapadasvere the most notable literary production of the
period though in a rudimentary fornf.he language of thegedasor songsi the
Charyyageetigepresented old Bengali and was regarded as the precursors of the
later BengaliSahajiyasongs, the Vaishnayaadas theshaktahymns, thebaul songs

and even themarfati songs of sufi inspiration. Their appeal and intension were
primarily religiousi dealing with the philosophy of several Buddhist schools such as
the Vajrayaa, Sahajiya and the like. Lacking literary beauty in the true sense of the
term, their importance was primarily linguistic (the Gadrtakrit, an old form of
Bengali) and doctrinal. Infact the literary production of the period owedrit#n
chiefly tothe earnestness of the Tantric Buddhists for popularizing their creed.

These initial efforts on the part of the Buddhists to use Bengali as a literary medium
were condemned by the Brahman scholars-waised in Sanskrit. They regarded
Bengali as an urtfimedium for conveying any serious thought. They did not want to
expose the truths of their religion and popularize them through translations. They
wanted to preserve their monopoly of interpretaistras With the decline of the
Palas and the rise oheé Senas, Buddhism was fast waning from the land of its
origin. During these days of declivity the religious ideas propagated by Gautam
Buddha lost their popularity thereby undergoing a serious type of moral and ethical
degeneration. Many people who haghbraced Buddhism nominally changed their
faith and entered the fold of Hinduism in order to escape continued persecution of
the Hindu revivalists under the Brahmanid Senas.

The establishment of Sena rule brought about the revival of Hinduism in Bengal.
Brahmanism with its strict emphasis on caste regulations and the law of karma was
the most assertive religion of Bengal. Brahmans were on the highest rung of the
social order and were revered and looked up to by the masses. The Brahman pandits
were imbuedvith a tastdor the hard and fast rules of classical grammar denouncing
the literary status of the vernacular. The Senas like their Hindu predecessors gloried
in keeping a number of Sanskrit scholars attached to their courts. These pandits
revelled in he highflown style and the niceties of rhetoric which abound in the
seventh century Sanskrit works. In the field of literature religious works and epics
gained preponderance over historical ballads. In the field of literature were
Sandhyakaranandi, thauthor of Ramacharita Dhoyi, the author ofPavanduta
Jayadev, the author ofGeetgovind The writers of smritishastras were
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Bhavadevabhatta, Jimutbahan, Shulapani. The Sena king Ballalsena himself
composed such works BmnasagarandAdvutsagar

Furthernore the inscriptions of the Pala and Sena kings of Bengal also bear a
testimony of the use of both Sanskrit and vernacular. ifstance, Pala king

Dh ar ma Khalingpdr Copper Plate, Devap&@aNalanda Copper Plate, Sena
King Vijayasenés Deopara Prasasthe Naihati Copper Plate of Lakshmanasena are

a few examples of that genre. These epigraphic evidences throw sufficient light on
the polity, socieeconomy, religion and administrative life of the period under
review.

15.2.2 Odia

Lying between North ah South India across a natural highway along the eastern
coast of IndiaQOdishaalso displays in and through her indigenous individuality an
interesting synthesis of both Dravidian and Aryan cultures, with delightful
assimilation from the life of the trit® who form not only a considerable portion of
her population, but also an integral part of the economic and social life of the state.
Though theOdias speak a language of the Ir8loyan group, nearly threfourths of

their entire social life, under theartial impact of Aryanization is definitely
Dravidian. Many of the commonest words of daily use irDaia household are of
Dravidian origin and the general culture manifests closer affinity with southern
pattern than with the northern.

Like Bengali andAssameseQdiatoo is a member of the eastern or Magadhi group
of the IndeAryan family of languages in India. But as in her total culture, in her
script alsoOdishapresents an interesting synthesis of the north and south of India.
Originating from theBrahmi script in the third century BEit had gradually
developed towards the present form. This combines the characteristics of the
southern Kalinga script with those of theaalled Gupta and Prot®engali scripts.

With the conquest of Kalinga b&soka in the third century BCEwe get historic
utterances made 00 d i s Isa@l Gn a language that is called Magadhi Prakrit.
Scholars are of thepinion that it is from this Magadhi Prakrit and its later
Apabhramsha form that the entire group of Eastedran languages, viz. Assamese,
Bengali, andDdiahas evolved. In the first century B.C. Kalidgauler Kharavel
Hatigumpha inscription was written in Pali. Thus, associated with the twin faiths of
Jainism and Buddhism and also with the successiliag dynasties, PaRrakrit
must have been the cultural language Qdisha with, of course, some local
variations.

The Brahmanic revival that haslarted with the Imperial Guptas in North India, in

the fourth centurnyCE, had firmly established itself i@disha But in spite of the
rulers leanings towards Sanskrit, the people at large and the Buddhist intellectuals
who were in close touch with them, still expressed themselves in a common
language of their own which, by that time, as an Apabhramsha, md pwch
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closer to moderOdia than either the edicts of Asoka or Kharagelanscription.
The common religion was at that time nothing but Mahayana, corrupted by Tantric
elements called Vajrayana, which is supposed to have originated in this part of India

The Buddhist monks wrote songs and psalms receiving patronage from the Bhauma
kings, who like the Palas of Bengal and Bihar were great patrons of art, literature and
religion. The spirit and content of these Buddhist poefapict the eternal
undercurret in the Odia culture of the Nathd/lahayanic philosophy of life. The
Buddhist poems in the Eastern IndiApabhramshadf the seventminth centuries

are only the beginning of a genre of religious poetry that has been, in different forms,
suitable to thesucceeding ages, instinctively adopted by the spiritual po€slisha

down to contemporary times.

Between theApabhramshaBuddhist poetry of seventhinth centuries and the Sisu
Veda the composition of an anonymous poet andRbdrasudhanidhof Avadhua
NarayanaSwamiin the thirteenth century, no literary work wortientioning in the
vernacular has as yet been traced. During this period of four to five centuries,
Sanskritbased Brahmanism held an almost totalitarian sway over the land. The
BuddhistBhaumakaras became practically in no time at all, ardent devotees of all
varieties of Hindu gods and goddesses. And there are distinct traditions as well as
records to prove that there were systematic persecutions of the Buddhists during the
reigns of thdmperial Gangas and the Solars who followed the Bhaumas. This was
the period of the great Hindu revivalists, such as Sankara, Ramanuja, Madhva and
Nimbarka. Each of them visite@dishaand established his zonal headquarters at
Puri for the propagation drestablishment of his faith in the Eastern region of India.
The vehicle of all these revived Hindu faiths was Sanskrit, to which the common
people had no access. Buddhism and its concomittant popular culture was gone.
However in the midst of the innunade giftrecords and panegyrics to kings in
dignified Sanskrit, we come across in the eleventh century, the inscription of Ananta
Varma Vajrahasta Deva, King of Kalinga, written in the earliest form of the
vernacular.

Devoted to Sanskrit, the intelleetls of Odisha produced an enormous amount of
Sanskrit literature. Books in almost all branches of human knowledge as well as
commentaries on almost every wktlown book in Sanskrit, books on lasngritis)

are as numerous as commentaries, indicatingighegrip of the priestly class on the
entire society. Among the literary pieces weBeetagovindof Jayadeva, the
Anargha Raghava Natakay Murari Misra, the Aryacaptasati by Govardhanacharya,
the Sangita Kalpalatdby Haladhara Misra and several others.

15.2.3 Assamese

During the period under review or more precisely the period between the sixth and
the end of the tenth centuBE Kamarupa, formerly known as Pragjyotisa was ruled
by Bhutivarman of the Pusyavarman line. His kingdom extended beyond tsta Tee
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in the Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal and he donated lands to two hundred and
eight Brahman families to the west of this river. Hdascribed as an
asvamedhayayijra performer of thasvamedhaacrifice, in his Barganga Rock
Inscription.

From the sixth to the tenth centui@E, the Kamarupi Prakrit developed into the
KamarupiApabhramsha As there was népabhramshditerature cultivated here,

we have no specimen to show. From the beginning of the eleventh c€giting
Kamarupi Apabhramshtaurned intoKamarupior early Assamese. The aphorisms of
Dak Mahapuruseconstitute the earliest extant didactic compositions in Assamese
literature. These wise maxims are mostly in wosen. These were similarly
popular in Bengal, Bihar and Nepal. Thesampositions are significant for the
account they give of customs, beliefs and rules of conduct prevailing in the region
concerned from earliest times. They reflect the spirit of the age, the principles of
Buddhistic ethics and morality. The beginning didtinctive Assamese literature
seems to be marked by the composition of folk songs, commonly known as
Bihugeetsand pastoral ballads, marriage songs and nursery rhyBiba.songs are
connected with théihu festivalsi the national festival of Assam sérved in the
beginning of the autumn and the spring seasons. The Bibuds supposed to be a
corruption of the Sanskrit wordisuvat However recorded literature in Assamese
began from 120CE onwards.

15.2.4 Marathi

The Marathi language draws the nrggart of its vocabulary from Sanskrit, Prakrit,
Pali andApabhramshalt came to be used as a medium of literary expression in
about the eleventh century. Very little evidence, however, is available to help us in
tracing the evolution of Marathi fronMaharashtri Prakrit. The Apabhransha
influence is traceable more clearly. It is also held by some scholars that Marathi
represents a rsanskritized stage. In the ninth century there followed the revival of
Hinduism and its reinstatement as the most paveeligion. The development of
Marathi synchronized with this.

In the ninth century, the Rashtrakutas ruled over Maharashtra. The powerful kings
of this dynasty such as Dantidurga, Krishna, Dhruva and Govinda who ruled over the
Deccan for more than twlundred years were patrons of art and learning. But the
language of learning in those days was Sanskrit. Marathi had been in use as a
spoken language since about c. 6DB. It had spread in faitung areas up to
Mysore in the south. But it was not yeted as a language of literature. Its traces
are, therefore, to be found only in inscriptions which are meant to be seen by all the
people. The earliest Marathi inscription (c. 988 so far known), ighe one at the

foot of the huge monolithic statue Gomateshwara at Shravanbelgola in Mysore.
About twentyeight inscriptions and copper plates in Marathi, dating from the tenth
to the twelfth centuries have been discovered by now. They mark the different
stages of the development of the language argrawing position in the life of the
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people. It is because the language was spoken so widely that deeds of charitable
gifts like the one at Patan of c. 12QE, celebrating the gift of a math by King
Soidev to his guru, and the imperial mateaof King Aparnaditya of c1183 CE

were drawn up in Marathi. Marathi had acquired a respectable place in court life by
the time of the Yadava kings. Marathi was spoken by all castes and classes.
Treatises in Marathi were written and read out in the court of kimgghe twelith
century, during the reign of the last three Yadava kings, a great variety of literature
in verse and prose was created. There weretéddls, folk songs and Pauranic
stories; and also treatises on astrology, medicine and such othectsuddj popular
needs. Another kind of literature meant to please the patrons and kings also
gradually came into existence. It consisted mostly of long, rhetorical poems, based
on Pauranic stories, or religious and philosophical discourses. The olddst w
available of this type i¥iveksindhiby Mukundaraj.

During the twelfth century there arose in India a number of popular religious cults
which broke away from orthodox Hinduism and the domination of Sanskrit. They
aimed at a religious awakening of theasses by offering them simple forms for
worship through their own languages. Such was the Nath cult which had spread
almost all over India. In Maharashtra it resorted to the use of Marathi. It can be
easily surmised that many Marathi songs and bhajanst have been in vogue
during the days dflacchindranath Gorakhnathand others.Mukundaraj the author

of Viveksindhy the earliest available work in Marathi also belonged toNhkéh
Panthisect. The main or perhaps the sole current in Marathitliterahowever was

of religious and philosophical exposition. This like the literature in all the other
languages was in verseViveksindhuwas such work where the author bases his
exposition of the basic tenets of Hindu philosophy and the Yogamdtglundaraj

also wrote other books such Raramamrif Paramvijayaand Mulastambha His

work may be said to be a confluence of various currents of contemporary life. He
used the language of the people. He belonged to a leading religious cult, and aimed
at presenting some texts of ancient Hinduism from the point of view of the cult.

Sanskrit works were also composed under the patronage of the Tadava rulers.
Hemadri the versatile administrator of Ramdevrao, a great patron of learning, art
and letters wroteChaturvargaChintamaniin Sanskrit where he laid down the
principles of the caste system and systematized the relation and respective duties of
the four classes, and also laid down the rules about various kinds of ritualistic
observances. Hisekhankalpateu is a treatise on the practice of writing, it deals in
careful detail with such topics as polite modes of address and forms of letters.
Sanskrit was the literary medium for the high and sophisticated culture of the region
to the South of the Vindhyas.owever along with the classical language, the
regional kingdoms of the Rashtrakutas, Cholas and the like nurtured the languages of
the people (the vernaculars) such as Tamil, Kannada, Telegu and Malayalam. But all
these languages and their literary prdducs owed a great deal to the language of
the Aryans as the latter aided each of them to attain the literary status.
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15.2.5 Tamil

The oldest body of works now known in the Tamil language was the literature of the
Sangam Age, the outcome of the fushiorived originally separate culturestamil

and Aryan. The next epoch in the annals of Tamil literature extends over a period of
three and a half centuries (60071 850 CE). In this phase Sanskritic influence
became even more marked than before; numeroudsaand concepts in the domain

of ethics, religion and philosophy were freely borrowed and incorporated in Tamil;
the Sanskrit codes and law books were accepted as the basis of a considerable
volume of didactic literature which forms a striking featureghg time; sometimes

entire works in Sanskrit or allied dialects were translated or adapted into Tamil.
There was a preponderance of Jain writers to start with as elsewhere Jainism and
Buddhism were exercising a strong influence. But the rising tideirafuHeaction

soon produced a great volume of popular devotional literature in verse, which were
set to music and ravished the hearts of the common folk. Among the literary
productions of the period was the Kural of Tiruvalluvar, a comprehensive manual o
ethics, polity and love. The author was most probably a learned Jain divine and his
close acquaintance with the works of Manu, Kautilya and Vatsayana is unmistakably
evident from the work. Some works were composed during the period between 650
and 750CE such aKar-narpady a love poem in which a lovelorn lady is supposed

to describe the dreadful approach of the rainy season in the absence of her beloved.
Naladi is a Jain anthology (400 verses) put togethd?dgumanarand arranged in

forty chapters. Nanmanikkadigai(100 stanzas) by a Vaishnava po¥ilambi
Naganar is a work of highliterary merit and ranks next only to thkaral. The
Asarakkovaiis a veritable Tamil smriti by a Saiva author based avowedly on
Sanskrit originals.

The widespread Hindueligious revival for which many Saivaayanars and
Vaishnavaalvars worked together furnished a powerful stimulus to the growth of a
popular devotional literature. It was of great importance alike for its volume and for
its influence on the life of theeople. Groups of devotees headed by some
prominent religious leader moved from place to place and shrine to shrine singing
the hymns they composed in the course of these pilgrimages. The result was the use
of simple diction and catchy tunes. In thiddgm age of Tamil Hinduism there must

have come into existence a much larger volume of literature than has been preserved
in the canonical editions of hymns made in the tenth centuNaybi Andar Nambi

for the Saiva group, aridathamunifor the Vaishnava Perhaps the earliest author in

the group whose works have entered the Saiva candariskkal Ammawho sang

the praises of the deity of Tiruvalangadu. The two other poems written by her mark
the beginning of Prabandha literature in Taimé genre with counted in course of

time no fewer than ninetyix types. The devotional songs of the Vaishnava alvars
were compiled in th&latayiraDivyaprabandhanor Four Thousand Sacred Hymns.

The age of the imperial Cholas (c. 86QL200 CE) was the golden age dfamil
culture, and it was naturally marked by the widespread practice and patronage of

26



literature. The Prabandha form became dominant and the systematic treatment of
Saivasiddhanta in philosophical treatises began great Siva temples were built anew
and elebrated in hymns on the model of those of the previous period by new
authors, and the hagiology of Saivism was standardized in a great purana by
Sekkilar A quantum of Vaishnava devotional literature and commentaries on the
canon also came into existenc Jaina and Buddhist authors continued to flourish
though not in such numbers as in the earlier age.

In general literature, thelJivakacintamani of the Jain ascetic and poet
Tiruttakkadevamwas composed early in the tenth century. Another Jain writdreof t
time was Tolamoli whos8ulamanihandles a Jain puranic theme in verse form and
is counted among the five minor kavyas of Tamil literature. Kakngattupparani

of the poef laureate of the chola coutayangondaris a war poem par excellence
aboutthe Kalinga war of Kulottunga. Another poet laureate of the Chola court was
Kuttan or Ottakkuttanwho was the contempanaof Vikrama Chola, Kulottung#l

and Rajarajdl and sang eloquenilas of each of themKambanwas the celebrated
author of the TamiRamayananor Ramavataram, whélourished in the reign of
Kulottungalll. This poem is the greatest epic in Tamil literature, his work is no
translation or even adaptation of the original in Sanskrit.

The impulse to produce devotional religious literatnrgch was so active in the last
period (c. 506850 CE) continued with some force far into this (c. 86200 CE),

and the extant arrangement of the Saiva canon into eleven books was the work of
Nambi Andar Nambwho lived at the close of the tenth and tregibning of the
eleventh century. His work includes six Prabandhadlamasambandaand one on
Appar, besidedTiruttondaii tiruvandadiwhich gives brief account of the lives of the
sixty T three saints. All these and the poems he wrote in praise of Vinayaka
Chidambaram, find a place in the eleventh book of the canon.TiFh#ondaifi
puranamor Periyapuranamof Sekkilarcommsed in the reign of Kulottung (c.
113350 CE) is a landmark in the history of Tamil Saivism. Vaishnava religious
literature duing this period was mostly composed in Sanskrit.

In the field of Tamil grammar, th€apparungalanand Yapparungalakkarigaitwo
authoritative works on prosody, were composedAhyitasagara a Jain ascetic of
the close of the tenth century. He receivedrquage from contemporary Chola
monarchs and granted liberal assignments of terrilaryexicography the concise
nigandu (lexicon) calle®ingalamatfter its author belonged to this period.

15.2.6 Kannada

The earliest extant work on rhetoric in Kannadaligatung® s Kavi r@.j amar ga
850CE), in that work the Kannada country is said to have extended from the Kaveri

to the Godavari, and thus included much territory in the North where now Marathi is

the spoken language. The Kavirajamarga is based impart Dandi n6s Kavyadar
and must have received the patronage of the Rashtrakuta ruler Nripatunga
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Amoghavarsha 1. Another writer of this early period (650 CE) was
Syamakundacaryaho was a Jain.

The first extant work on literature is théaddaradhaneof Sivakoti (c. 900CE), a
prose work on the lives of the older Jain saints, written mostly in the oldest Kannada
style calledPurvahali Kannada

Pampa, came of a family from Vengi and flourished in the court of a feudatory of
Rashtrakuta king Kshnalll, Arikesartll of Vemulavada. Pampa is said to have
composed two great poems at the relatiegyly age of thirtynine (c.941 CE). His
Adipurana narrates the lifestory of the first Jain Tirthankara; the other work,
Vikramarjuna Vijaya contains the auth& own version of the Mahabharata story,
and is called PampBharata on that account. Critics hauweanimously hailed
Pampa as the most eminent among Kannada poets.

Pampads junior contemporary w3astpuRmanna whose
the legendey history of the sixteenth Tirthankara. He wrote also Bireivanaii
Karamabhyudayanow known only from citations in later works, and the
Jinaksharamale, a poem in praise of the Jainas. His family also had its origin in

Vengi. He got the titledJbhayakawtakravartd (supreme poet in two languages

Sanskrit and Kannadlrom Rashtrakuta king Krishridl.

Ranna, who, with Pampa and Ponna compléties Three Gen@swho usher in
Kannada literature in full panoply, adorned the court of the chalukya king ITaila
and his successor. From a humble beginning Ranna rose to the rank of
Kavicakravarti (poet laureate) in the chalukya court and enjoyed the honours of the
golden rod, chauri, elephant and umbrella. Mitapurana(c. 993 CE) is a work on

the life ofthe second Tirthankara. Ti@ahasabhimaijaya or Gadayuddhgc. 982

CE) reviews the story of the Mahabharata with particular reference to the last fight
with clubs gadg between Bhima and Duryodhana.

Chavundaraya one of Rannads ataryofanga Rdcamallas, was a
. He composed in c¢ 978 CE the Cavundaraya Purana or
Trishashtilakshanamahapuranane of the earliest extant prose works in Kannada

treating of the legends of twentyur Tirthankaras and several others.

Nagavarmd, a protégéof Chavundaraya hailing from a Brahman family wrote
Chandombudhfjocean of prosody) addressedthgauthor to his wife, is the earliest
work on the subject in Kannada. The KarnatakaKadambari is based on
Banabhatté prose romance in Sanskrit; its swaetl flowing style is valued highly
by critics.

The next writer of note wadurgasimha a Brahman Saiva minister under Jayasimha
Il Jagadekamalla; hi®ancatantrais a Campu professedly based on Gunaghya
Brihatkatha, it is a learned work perhaps tod @fl sound jingles (prasa) to suit
modern taste.
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Another Brahman Advaita Saiva protégé of JayasimhaGtasundarayaauthor of
Lokopakara(c. 1025CE), a guide to daily life, a cyclopaedic miscellany in good
verse on various subjects such as astronomyaatrdlogy, sculpture, construction of
buildings, omens, divination of water, medicinal herbs and their uses, scents,
cookery and toxicology.Sridharacarya a Jain Brahman showed his capacity for
scientific writing in hisJatakai tilaka (c. 1049CE), the earliest work on astrology

in Kannada.

The Advaiti Nagavarmacarya, patronized by Ganga Udayaditya (c. C&J0a
feudatory of Somesvara Il at Banavase, was the autf@amdracudamanisataka
centum of easy verses in mattebha metre on the ethicsusfciation.

The next great writer waagachandra(c. 1105CE), a Jain and a man of means

who built the Mallinatha Jinalaya dedicated to the nineteenth Tirthankara at Bijapur
and also wrote th®lallinathapurang a Campu. But Nagachandra is best known for

his Ramacandra caritapuranwhich gives the Jain version of the Rama legend in a
Campu of sixteen sections. The poem was a necessary complement to the Bharata of
Pampa, and earned for its author the Attdinava(new) Pampa

To the first quarter of thetwelfth century belongs also a Jain polemic
Samayaparikshef Brahmasivawhich seeks to establish the superiority of Jainism
over all other creeds, and tlvaidyaof Kirttivama, a work on veterinary science,
half medicine and half magic.

Round about c.1145 CE, Karnaparya wrote the life of the twentisecond
Tirthankara in hisNeminathapuranaa Campu in fourteen asvasas in which the story
of Krishna and the Mahabharata are also cleverly worked in.

To the same time belongs Nagavafihdhe author oKawavalokana an important
work on the grammar and rhetoric of Kannada in five sections; it takes the form of
Sutras in verse illustrated by examples from literature. Another work of Nagavarma
on grammar is theKarnatakabhashabhushanahere the sutras and ahort
explanation are both in Sanskrit, while the illustrations come from Kannada
literature. TheVastukosaa third work of NagavarmH is a relatively short lexicon

of 800 granthas giving Kannada equivalents of Sanskrit terms.

Udayadityalankara(c. 1150 CE) is a short work on the art of poetry based on

Dandirts Kavyadarsaby a Chola prince whose name it bears. A work on medicine,
Pujyapadé Kalyanakaraka was translated from Sanskrit into Kannada at this time
by a Jain authodagaddalaSomanatha

Rajaditya (c. 119CCE), a Jain of Puvinabage, showed great skill in reducing to easy
verse the mathematical subjects he dealt  with in several ganita works like
Vyavaharai ganita Kshetraganitaand Lilavati. Most of the writers so far
mentioned were Jainghe Virasaivas and Vaishnavas, who began to influence
Kannada literature from the twelfth and fifteenth centuries respectively. Jain writers
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continued to flourish under the later Hoysalas, and the lives of the Tirthankaras
formed the theme of many puranaghe formof Campus. Nemichandra, coynbet
under Vira Ballala, wrote theilavati, a plain romance with Banavase as its scene of
action. Nemichandra undertook to write tNeminathapuranaat the instance of
Ballalats minister, but died before compteg it, and the work came to be known as
Ardha Nemiunfinished life of Nemi).

15.2.7 Telegu

In ancient times the Telegu country was often called Trilinga, the country which
contained or was bounded by the three lingas of Kalahasti, Srisailam and
Dakshaama and Telinga Telugu as the name of the country and language may well
be traced to this word. It is also suggested that Tel (n) ugu comesdieos
(honey) ordennwd (way). The beginnings of the language can be traced from stone
inscriptions of thefifth and sixth centuriesCE, and its basic elements have
unmistakable affinities with Tamil and Kannada. But from the beginning the literary
idiom depended very largely upon Sanskrit. The inscriptions of the ruling dynasties
of the sixthi seventh centues are in Sanskrit with an admixture of Prakrit and
Telegu words.

In the beginning Telugu had much in common with Kannada and this affinity
persisted to a relatively late stage in the development of the two languages. Pampa
and Ponna, two of the greaté&nnada poets, came from the Telegu country, and
the great Telegu poet Srinatha styles himself a poéfaimatai bhasha. Early
Telegu prose and verse can now be traced only in inscriptions like those of the
Teleguchodas and the Eastern Chalukyas a weleveloped verse in sisa metre
adorns the grant of General Panduranga (c-484GE).

Beyond doubt there must have existed much unwritten literature of a popular
character which enlivened the daily life of the common folk; such desi compositions
may hae includedlalipatalu ( song of the cradle),melukolupulu(songs of the
dawn), mangala haratulusongs of the festivity)kirtanalu (devotional songs) and
udupu patalysongs of the harvest).

Higher literature strongly influenced by Sanskrit was saidbe in the marga style.
Of this class no work earlier than the eleventh century has survived. The beginnings
and early history of this type of writing can no longer be traced.

Telegu |literature as we know begaamas with Nat
undertaken in theaeign of Rajaraja Narendra (401961 CE). He was able to

complete the translation of only two parvas (Adi and Sabha) and of a part of the third

(Vana). The translation was not literal, and the poet allowed himself free scope for

the exercise of his powers of imaginative creation, he set the model for later
translatorsNannayawas perhaps also the authorAridhra sabdacintamanj the

first Telegu grammar which systematized the language by standardizing words and
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their usage andeer ned f or t h eV aaguatnhucsrias-tavereodthel t | e
language.

An eminent younger contemporary dfannayawas Vemulavada Bhima Kavi
associated by tradition with the Eastern Ganga emperor Anantavarman Chodaganga
(c. 1078-1148CE). He was thewthor ofkavijanasrayaa Telugu grammar.

From the twelfth century Virgaivisim became an important factor in the religious

life of the Telegus and a sectarian outlook became more and more common. The
poets of the period were generally supporters angggandists of this faith. Famous
among them wablallikarjuna Panditg guru of Nanne Choda, h&vatattva-Saram

is an exposition of Virasaivism in about five hundred verses. Nanne Choda, a
Teleguchoda prince, son of Chodaballi of Pakana®gs the author of
Kumarasambhavaa Mahakavya which has recently come to  light, it is based on
the Sanskrit works on the same theme by Kalidasa and Udbhata, and draws also
upon the saiva literature known to the author.

15.2.8 Malayalam

Malayalam was the la®f the soth Indian languages to develagseparate existence

and a literature oits own. The literary idiom of Malayalam, like that of Kannada
and Telegu, borrowed freely from Sanskrit ,and so in order to express the Sanskrit
sounds adequately, iall to discard the old Vatteluttu script and evolve a new script
based on Tamilgrantha. This happened perhaps about the tenth century or a little
later. The early inscription of the country used the grantha script for Sanskrit words
in the midst of the Taihi Malayalam written in Vatteluttu The date of the earliest
extant literary composition falls beyond the scope of the present work and hence
cannot be mentioned here. Literary activities in this vernacular began from the
thirteenthi fourteenth centurgonwards.
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15.3 LET US SUM UP

In sum, the present stey has attempted to trace the evolution of several regional
languages during the period ¢c507 1206 CE Literary works composed in the
vernaculars discussed were marked by a regional spirit. It was primarily local
demand and the need for a colloqu@liguage an easy medium for expressing the
thought of the commoners that paved the way for such developments. While North
Indian vernaculars such as Bengdlidia, Assamese and Marathi were in their
incipient stage so far as their literary productiomsre concerned, the southern
Dravidian group of languages however manifested a steady growth compared to their
North Indian counterpargsroducing a huge corpus of literature in different branches
of knowledge.

15.4 KEY WORDS

Apabhramsha - aterm used by y U ki (native grammarians)

Bhasha : language

15.5 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES

Check Your Progress
1) See Sulsections 15.2.1, 15.2.2, 15.2.3, and 15.2.4

2) See Sulsections 15.2.5, 15.2.6, 15.2.7, and 15.2.8
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UNIT 16 : ART AND ARCHITECTURE: EVOLUTION
OF REGIONAL STYLES: KALINGAN AND
DRAVIDIAN  STYLE OF TEMPLE
ARCHITECTURE

Structure
16.0 Objectives
16.1 Introduction
16.2 Kalingan Style of Temple Architecture

16.2.1 Components of Temples of Odisha

16.2.2 Initial Years of Templérchitecture in Odisha

16.2.3 Growth Temple Architecture betweeli 8nd 1¢' Centuries
16.2.4 Main Innovations of the Temples of thB-@th Century
16.2.5 Odishan Temple Architecture betweer"hd 12" Centuries

16.3 Dravidian Style of Temple Ardtecture

16.3.1 Composition and Structure
16.3.2 Influence from different Periods

16.4 Let Us Sum Up
16.5 Key Words

16.6 Answers to Check Your Progress Exercises

16.0 OBJECTIVES

After reading this unit you will be able to understand

1 different categaze of temple architecture in India,

1 components of Odishan temple architecture and various developmental
stages, and

1 components of Dravidian temple architecture and influence of various
dynasties.

16.1 INTRODUCTION

Hindu temple architecture is broadly agdeized into three categoriedlagara
Dravida and Vesara This classification is mainly based upon the geographical
division, i.e. Nagara style is predominantly of northern India whilgravidian is
confined to the southern part of India aN@sarain the middle region. This
categorization fitted well during the early period of the Indian archaeology, however
with time and extensive researches gone into, we now can safely say that this
regional categorization is probably not the best approach. Our knowhadgkeeen
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greatly enhanced after discovery of various architectural texts, like Manasara and
Mayamatam. Many regional texts and agamas have also improved upon the
understanding over the temple architecture with regional variances.

Apart from texts, therare many inscriptions referring to different designs and styles
of Hindu temple architecture. An inscription in the Amrtesvara Temple at kolal
Karnataka refers to four temple styl®&gara, Kalinga, Dravidaand Vesara The
inscription mentions onesutradhari, architect, namedammoja said to be the
master of chaturjati (four classes) of temples namelgarg Kalinga, Dravida and
Vesara This inscription is dated to 1231 CE and belongs to the reign of the Seuna
king Singhana. However, in this unit weilwdiscuss only about Kalingan and
Dravidian style of temple architecture.

16.2 KALINGAN STYLE OF TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE

Kalinga style is identified as a swass under the Nagara category. As the name

suggests, this temple style was mostly confined withm then Kalinga region,

present Od i s hCanons bNf OKssaB Archiéeft@e was a mil est one
understanding the Kalinga temple architecture. Bhuvanapradipa was the main source

of information for Bosebs st wdpe.styldst pri mar i
Rekha, Khakhara and Bhadra. It further classifies Hsitytypes of Rekha, five

types of Bhadra and three type of Khakhara tem@dpaprakasha is the most

famous text describing the Odishan temple architecture. It was authored by
Ramachadra Kaulachara who belonged to the reign of king Viravarman. He quoted

an earlier text Saudhikagama. Silpaprakasha contains guidelines on overall temple
construction, from the base of the temple to its top. It has two sections, one

describing the constrtion and decoration of Jagamohana and other gagliea It

provided details on all sections of the temple, their overall proportions even to the

minutest element. The book also discusses soil selection and test, orientation,
directions etc. It is dated tOth-11th century CE. It was translated in 1966 by Alice

Boner and Pandit Sadashiv Rath Sharma. A second translation was done in 2005 by

Bettina Baumer and R P Das.

16.2.1Components of Temples of Odisha

A typical Kalinga (Odishan) temple consists twotpaa sanctuary where an idol or
linga is placed and a hall where pilgrims can view the lord installed in the sanctuary.
The sanctuary is referred &seula while the hall is known agagamohanaEarly

period temples were devoid dgamohanasAs the exishg temples were extended

by adding alagamohanaat some later time, therefore the joint between these two
units was not coherent. The architects soon realized this and thus started constructing
both the unitsgarbhagrha andJagamohanatogether resultigpin a unified joint. At

a later time, when the temples became instrumental in social gatherings and
festivities, further structures were added. First caate-mandira(dance hall)

which got added in the same axial alignment with the original unit. Asdéinee
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suggests,natamandira was added for dance performances usually held during
festivities and specific occasions. As the crowd grew and temples started getting
bigger and grandeur, another hall is added, knowhhagamandira(kitchen).
Bhogamandirawas required to makehogafor the deity and devotees.

Basic Components of Kanlingan Temple Architecture $ource Google
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Three main categories in Kalinga style of templeGooglg.
Kalinga temple style

is broadly classified into three main categories,
namelyRekhaPidhaandKhakhara Rekhadeul (temple) is distinguished with its
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square plan topped with a curvilinear towerPAlhadeul also referred aBhadra
deul also has a squapan topped with a pyramidal tower composed of horizontal
tiers arranged in receding manner.Khakhara deulis surmounted with a barrel
shaped (vaulshape) tower over a rectangular plan. Most of the Kalinga temples fall
under theRekhacategory. Very fewtemples depicKhakharastyle, usually these
temples are dedicated to a form of Devi. Pidhde is usually used for
Jagamohanasut not for the maieul. Over a square (as RekhaandPidha) or a
rectangular (as irkKhakharg plan, rise the walls of @aemple above which is
supported the tower of the same. From the ground to the top, four different divisions
were made, constitutingitha, bada, gandand mastakaPithais the platform over
which the entire structure of the temple stands. It was not aat@ny part of a
temple and many temples, early as well as late, do not pélea in their
plan.Badais the vertical wall over which tower is support&hndiis the lower part

of the tower whilenastakas the upper part of the tower.

The horizontal diisions of thebadaare also properly articulated in tBdilpatexts.

In early period templedadais seen divided into three parfgbhaga, janghand
baranda. Pabhag#s the lowest section of tHeada connecting it tgithaor directly

to the groundPabhagais consisted of a set of mouldings. Early period temples used
to have three mouldings pabhagawhich later increased to four and five in the later
period temples. These mouldings are nakimera, kumbha, pata, kaandvasanta
Janghais the mainand the largest portion of theda It is portion where most of
the images of subsidiary deities are plad&arandais composed of a set of
mouldings, varying from seven to ten, connecting ltheato the gandi In later
period temples, thejangha portion got divided into two storeysla-
janghaanduparajangha separated by madhyabandhana

The vertical facade of thenghais divided into various projections and recesses.
Early period temples had a central and two corner projections, thereforedefe
astri -ratha style. Each projection is referred r@shaor paga The central projection

is known agaha-pagaand corner projections &anika-paga In early period
temples, the height of their tower was kept low giving a squat or bulky appearance.
With time progressed, the tower height was given proper elevation, reaching to
threefour times the length of inner chamber. To achieve thesila size was also
enhanced, therefore the later period temples started haangharatha, sapta
ratha and nawvratha styles. In apancharatha pattern an additional projection is
added betweehkanikaandraha, referred asnarthapaga(anurathapagg. Recess
portion between th@agasis named aanuraha Additional projection insaptha

ratha pattern is referred gwatiratha-paga Thesepagaswere adorned with niches
usually housing subsidiary deitieRahapaga usually has a large niche,
housingparshvadevatas In case of a temple dedicated to Shiva, among
parshvadevatgsGanesha is placed on the south, Parvathenwest and Kartikeya

on the north. In some cases Parvati was replaced by MahistmsttraNiches over
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kanikapaga usually houselikpalas In cases of temples dedicated to Vishnu, his
incarnations took place pharshvadevatasVaraha, Narasimha and Mana.

Gandi is the main distinguishing element for the different Kalinga temples. In a
Rekhadeulg gandiis made of a curvilinear spire, which inclines inwards, more
sharp at the top. This spire usually follows the saatiea pattern as obadabelow,

i.e. spire of atri-ratha badaalso showcase three projections, thus followingttire
ratha pattern.Gandiis divided into different tiers prominently visible on tkenika
paga These tiers are known Beumis These different tiers are separatebymt
amalas The topmost course of tigandiis known asisama

Gandi of a pidhadeulais made up of overlapped tiers, receding going upward,
forming the shape of a pyramid. In later temples, these tiers were arranged in group
of twos separated by a recessealuding known akanthi These group of tiers are
referred apotalas Gandiis topped withmastaka(head).Mastakaof a rekhadeula

is comprised obeki(neck),amla(ribbeddisk), khapuri(skull), kalasa(pot)
andayudha(weapon). Mastaka of a pidhadeuk is made ofbeki ghanta(bell-
shaped element), anotheeki amalg khapuri kalasaandayudha

Entrance doorway to the sanctumafbhagrha) or Jagamohana(hall) usually
carrynavagrha(nine planets) over the lintel. In early period temples, usually on
eight grhaswere displayed, leaving Ketu. Later period temples started having nine
grhas Among the famous decoration motifs, a lion mask with beaded strings issuing
from his mount known asirti-mukha is found on many temples.

16.2.2Initial Years of Temple Architecture in Odisha

The history of temple building in Odisha is said to have begun with Laxamanesvara,
Bharatesvara and Satrughnesvara group of temples at Bhubanestvaeinéy CE

and culminated with the Sun temple of Konarka iff' t&nturyCE. The earliest
surviving temples at Bhubaneswar are haviekhadeulain triratha plan, now in
ruined condition. On the basis of an inscription on the Laksmaneswara the date of
the temples are assigned to the later half'bééntury CE. Each of themah niches

on its bada to containparsvadevata The frontraha of Bharateswara temple is
carved with twochaitya windows containing Ravananugraha form of Siva and
Nataraja in the lower and upper niches respectively. These temples are unicameral
i.e., havingonly the sanctum without thtagamohanaThe Parsurameswara temple
assigned to "7 century CE is the best preserved specimen among the early group of
temples. It consists of botteulaand JagamohanaThedeulais tri-ratha in plan in

the badabut feature of Pancharathaare visible in theGandi The Sikharais of
modest height and gives a squattish look. Jamgmohanas a rectangular hall with a
terraced roof sloping in two tiers with clerestory in between. The Svavnajalesvara
temple at Bhubaneswar offeranother example of the early type. The temple,
consisting ofvimana only, bears clear affinities with the Parasurameswar in

38



elevation and decoration. For example, the theme of marriage of Siva and Parvati
rendered almost in an identical manner in libghtemples.

Vaital Temple Bhubaneswar, Odisha(Source Google)
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16.2.3Growth Temple Architecture between &' and 10" Century

The next stage of growth of temple architecture is noticed intehgles built
between the 8 and the 18 centuries. The '8 century temples at Bhubaneswar
include Vaital, Sisiresvar, Uttaresvar, Mohini and Markandesvar. Outside
Bhubaneswar, the notable temples are Bhringeswar, Siva temple at Bajrakot,
Kanakesvar tenip at Kualo, Manikesvar temple at Sukleswar, Dakshesvar temple at
Badgan and Nilakanthesvar temple at Padmapur. The changes and innovations of the
period are seen at the Sisiresivara temple (775 CE).pinsharathain plan. The

front raha paga contains the image of Nataraja in &haitya window. The
Jagamohanalike that of Parasuramesvara is rectangular in plan and has a terraced
roof but does not have any window or pillar. The roof is held in its position by
cantilever principle. It is an advancemenanghitectural feature.

The Mohini temple on the South bank of Bindu Sarovar has a totally undecorated
pancharathasikhara with a plain recessedandhanabelow it. The Mukhasala, a

recent restoration with plain blocks of stone, is a pillared hall witsyals against

the side wall. The Svapnesvar temple at Kualo on the bank of the Brahmani near
Talcher is a badly damaged example giaachayatangdemple. The main temple,

like the Satrughneswara group and Parasuramesvara, contains an Astagraha Panel on
the lintel of the shrine. The main temple is dedicated to Siva while the corner shrines
contains images of Durga, Ganesa, Surya and Visnu.

The Durga temple at Vaidyeswara is a small shrine irKiekhara Style, with a
height of about 12 feet. The barselulted roof is made of in two levels and the
narrow sides are decorated with Vajramastakas containing Ekapadasiva and Ganesa
on one side and Andhakasuradhaform of Siva and Nataraja Siva on the other
side. It appears to be the precursor of the Vdiala which has an oblong sanctum,

a wagonvault roof and amandapalike that of the Parasuramesvara. It has
interesting architectural features insteadadfa projections, thébadahas elegantly
carved shallow pilasters. At each of the four comers ofJdgamohanastands a
miniature rekha temple. Though small in size, the tower of the temple is most
proportionate and very beautiful. However, the style did not thrive because of the
popularity ofSikharaStyle.

16.2.4Main Innovations of the Temples of the §-10th Century

Temples of the 810" century temples evolved with more advanced architectural

features like the harmonious proportionpEgason thebadaand thegandi The

pyramidal form of thelagamohanamerged in the period. The Singhanath temple in

the bed of the Mahanadi in Cuttack district, the twin temples of Nilamadhava and

Siddhesvara at Gandharadi in Boud district are some of the specimens of the period.

Vidya Dehejia states that the Singhanathiiis h e mo st advanced of our
phase Templs as f ar as the joint betwelden Shrine &
Mukhasalais a rectangular abof and pillared. The roof is tripleéiered without any
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sign of any clerestory between them. The Shrine Wallgriga¢ha in plan. The main
innovationswere the tall and slender pilasters on either side of the niches extending
up to thebandhandevel.

Twin Temples at Gandharadi in Boud district, Odisha(Source Google)

The Varahi temple at Chaurasifisone o f t he most fascinating
temples 0Dehejia notes that it marks the transitional phase in Odisha architecture. It

is said to have represented the Vimanamalini or Kamagarbha type of temple

prescribed in the text @ilpaprakashaThe walls of the shrine revepancharatha

features and caain the features of a typical transition temple. Bikharaof the

shrine is barrel vaulted like that of Vaital but it hAsa r i cher , more barc
appearance charact er i sThe Mukhadala it tea@angularansi t i on
unpillared and has a dbie-roof, profusely decorated witkumbhasand Mithunas

in the clerestory.

The Muktesvara temple belongs to the period of transition. The sanctum is a
fulledgedpancharathain plan and the roof of thlandapahas a horizontal tier with

Kalasa (Vase or Jags the crowning element. I8&kharagives a rounded look with

elegant contours. The central projection contains an elabetatya window

flanked by two grinning dwarfs, bhwhi ch cons
motive. It is an important feature déveloped Odishan style. Dehejia nofeg€ ar | y

Odishan architecture reached its peak in the exquisite little Muktesvar temple

located at the edge of a tank at Bhubaneswar. Long years of architectural and

sculptural experience here crystallized into faegd shape and dimensions, and, as
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though this were not enough, the sculptors decided to add a beautiful carved torana
gateway and a | ow scul ptur edItd eonsaeredt i ve wal |
tobeapiecedigem of Odi shan architectureo

Mu ktesvara TempleBhubaneswar, Odisha(Source Google)

The Kutaitundi temple at Khiching is another ne specimen of tHecéftury CE.

The starshaped triple temples at Boudh, the ruined Visnu temple at Ganeswarpur,
the 64Yogini temple of Hirapur and RanipuWharial may also be assigned to the
time. The Odisha St at e The &ultyevolved mple(style | . 1),
emerged about the Ticentury. A deula of rekha type and a Jagamohan of pidha
order became the standard type with all their comptmelearly articulated. The
Panchakama pabhaga, panchanga bada, multiple mouldings as haranda,
introduction of Khakhara and Pidha mundi designs on the jangha, Vidalas and
Kanyas in the recesses and figures in high relief are some of the changes irdroduce
during the period. The deula with weleveloped projections, vertically running

from the base to the bisama and added with angasikharas on the gandi came to
possess a soaring height and majestic appearance not known in the preceding phase.
The projectig lion on elephant motif on the raha, insertion of figures on the beki,
etc., are some of the additional features of the rekha deula. The Jagamohan emerged
as wellformed pidha deula with harmonious grouping of pidhas in tiers and all the
component membens the mastaka .

16.2.50dishan Temple Architecture between 11 and 12" Century

The Rajarani temple (11th century CE) represents a unique experiment in temple
architecture. ItsSikharahas been clustered by miniature repetition of Siihara
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(calledanga-Sikharg around thesandiin the Khajuraho Style. The beautiful female
figures and standind@igpalas are the outstanding features of the temple. The
Rajarani temple and it3agamohandacing east stand on a platform having three
mouldings. Thebadais divided into five parts indicating a progress frémanga to
panchangabada While thevimanarepresentfkekhastyle clustered with miniature
Sikharas the Jagamohanas a typical pyramidal structurg@ifiha deulgd similar to
that of the Muktesvara templ€he Jagamohanas pancharathan plan and crowned
by akalasa It is surprisingly devoid of any sculptures in contrast with the heavily
carved and decorated main temple. There is no rampant lion cahéqgagaand the
top amalakais supported by four squdigures. Thedeula appears circular on
account of theangasikharaswhich cluster round thgandi The Silpa ratna kosa
calls the type aManijusri (also calledMisragarbhg Misrarekhg Vimanagarbhaka
Vimanamauliand Saptangagarbhaon the basis of theepresentation ohnga
sikharas The Brahmesvara temple of"Ltentury CE is a fulfledged curvilinear
pancharathgpanchayatanaemple. Itspidhatemple and components oiastakaare
fully developed and have been followed in the majestic Lingaraja temple.

Rajarani Temple Bhubaneswar, Odisha(Source Google)

The Lingaraja is the loftiest, grandest and most majestic templé"afehtury CE. It
marks the culmination of temple architecture. It is the perfect specimen, a landmark,
among rekha temples of theentire country with fully developedvimang
Jagamohana Natamandiraand BhogamandapaThe sanctum igancharathain

plan. The portion below the spire consists of five divisions and rests on five richly
decorated mouldings. The niches of the central priojeston three sides contain
Parsvadevata images. Theupara jangha contains roofs of horizontal tiers
(pidhamundiy whereas thetala jangha is presented with miniature shrines of
wagonvaulted roofs Khakhara mundis It is described as a shrifiewi t hturiy ma
and blooming Odishan style showing fully developed vimana, Jagamohana,
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natamandira and bhogamandapa. The parabolic curve of the tower, rising to a great

height lends a unique grandeur to the temple. The height and soaring character of

the towering &hara are emphasised by deeply incised lines of the rathas (vertical

projections) a pair of which carry four diminishing replicas of the tower itself as a

decor at i vide Lngataja eempeattern followed by a number of temples

like the Kedaresva at Bhubaneswar, Jalesvara at Kalarbhanga, Gatesvara at Algem

etc. The Jagannatha temple of Puri™ is fAby f
century and the highest extant temple of Odi

LingarajTemple Bhubaneswar, Odisha(Source Google)

The temple, like the Lingaraja, consists of the four componentsDeiila,
Jagmohana, Natamandirand BhogamandapaThe removal of the coats of plaster,

in recent years, from thbada and thegandi revealed the plan as well as the
decoration of the temple. Thelan is pancharathawith rounded and projecting
kanika Thekanikais divided into terbhumis Multiple barandamouldings form the

base of thegandi There is almost no transition from thadato gandi Although it

is a very lofty tower (about 215), a fextly developed specimen dkhatemple, it

|l acks 6the el egance and p bumiofthe ialamasof t he Li
horizontal projections of fouangasikharas two on each side of the Garuda motif
which crowns thevajramastakaon the baranda The Jagamohanais a fully
developedpidha deulawith a pyramidal roof. The temple has two compound walls
with four gates on the four directions. The Meghesvara temple (1195 CE) of
Bhubaneswar is an important structure in the evolution of Odishan dempl
architecture. It stands on a platform. It has seven fully formed pilasters which give it
the look of a rounded structure. The intermediate pilasters have a series of complete
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