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OBJECTIVES

After reading this unit you will be able to know the relationship of History and
Archaeology, and History and Anthropology.

7.1

INTRODUCTION

According to E. H. Carr, history is a continuous process of interaction between the
historian and his facts, an unending dialogue between the present and the past. Prof.
Renier laid stress on the social role of history and so defined history as ‘the
memories of societies’. Hence, history is the narrative of the past events which have
moulded the destiny of mankind. Geoffrey Barraclough sees history as ‘an attempt to
discover, based on fragmentary evidence, the significant things of the past’. Based
on the above definitions, history does not only study the past but with significant
things as it relates to man’s development. The nature of history is exemplified in its
ability to deal with facts, human past, and the concept of been dynamic.
Historical methods and methodology have changed, and particularly responded to
the influence from other disciplines. The way history is being studied, written and
taught has changed especially with the influence from other disciplines. It is against
this background that it is apposite to examine the relationship of history as a
discipline with related disciplines. History being the record of the past and
movements, their causes and inter-relations requires techniques, concepts and tools
of analysis from related disciplines to meaningfully document the occurrences and
events of society being investigated. History as a discipline is characterised by the
different approaches of data collection for historical reconstruction as this help to
corroborate, correct and confirm existing historical data. It is therefore, imperative to
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examine the various sources and methodology (approach) of historical writing. In
this unit will be discussed the relationship of Archaeology and Anthropology with
History. The roles of these two disciplines to be examined are evident in their
contributions to historical writing i.e. pre-historic writing was influenced by
Archaeology, and ethno-history/cultural history by Anthropology.

7.2

HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY

Archaeology forms a major source of historical research in the reconstruction and
interpretation of past events and forms part of primary sources of data. Archaeology
is the study of material remains of peoples themselves, dwellings i.e. caves,
fortification used for protection etc. In a broader sense, archaeology is the scientific
study of the remnants of the past, such as: ancient site, relics, monuments, coins,
inscriptions and other artefacts which help in reconstructing history in a most
plausible manner.
Archaeology helps with the research into the pre-historic studies. The aim of this
discipline is to reconstruct behavioural pattern and the material culture of the
populations whose remains they were excavating. The main contribution of
archaeology to historical study or writing is that it has assisted historians in tracing
the origin and developmental stages of human especially in distinguishing from other
primates such as: Gorilla, Orang-utan etc. From the discoveries, remains of
Dryopithecus to Ramapithecus to Australopithecus robustus and africanus (found in
Olduvai Gorge, Lae tooli, Koobifora etc, who were makers of the OLDOWAN
stone) to Homo erectus until the discovery of modern man.
The techniques employed by archaeologists especially in the identification of
location of sites are the Aerial photography, Reconnaissance survey and Geophysical
survey. Another benefit of the interaction of history and archaeology is the provision
of sound chronological framework to fit the evidence from artefacts so as to be
reliable in comparison. A reconstruction of the nature of palaeo-environment. Dating
in historical reconstruction is to a large extent difficult as it was drawn from accounts
of oral tradition which were generally not precise, the intervention of archaeology
through the attempt to get closely actual dates of occurrence through the science of
Radio-Carbon dating cannot be overlooked, even though these dates are indefinite,
they have been instrumental to ascertaining years of occurrence within centuries (e.g.
the use of ± 200 AD)
History tends to study economic, social and political aspects of man, while
Archaeology studies more of economic and social aspects. Unlike history which
draws facts from oral and written tradition, archaeological analysis is drawn from
scientific observation. Archaeology has been the most useful discipline in interaction
with history in determining the various stages of human civilization (Stone Age, Iron
age and Neolithic age).
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Archaeology, though a relatively young discipline in Africa, has aided the historian
in reconstructing the past history of some African peoples and states. The culture of
Benin, Ife, Igbo-Ukwu, Nok, Taruga, Daima, (Nigeria), Bigo in Uganda, Old
Zimbabwe, Egypt and the Nile valley, etc. have deepened the historian’s knowledge
of the peoples’ among whom the cultures developed.
A major flaw of this source of historical writing is that information derived from it
are often not uniform, this is because the information available are sometimes
accidentally discovered either in the course of farming or in the course of digging,
this in turn leads to generalisation and which doesn’t reflect the event that had taken
place in restricted areas.

7.3

HISTORY AND ANTHROPOLOGY

Anthropology: is an area which has contributed very largely to the study of human
society. In brief, it is the study of man. Physical and cultural anthropology (social
anthropology in Britain): Physical anthropology concentrates on the physical
evolution of man. Cultural anthropology studies the way of life of the people. Both
these are part of a historical area of study. Without knowledge of physical and
cultural anthropology of man, no historians can write any work of history. Without
depending on each other, there can be no meaningful work. Some historians say that
history is a central social science. Other social science have specific studies but
history incorporates all these other social sciences. Therefore, without history or
without other social science, social science would have no meaning. The historian’s
work is not only related to other social science but it is also related to the natural
sciences.
Anthropology is the nearest to historical pre-occupations just like Archaeology.
Anthropology been the study of the origins and development of people and their
society enables historian to understand the cultural pattern and behaviour of
primitive peoples belonging to different races. In tracing the course of social and
cultural revolutions of prehistoric and post-historic man, the knowledge of and the
help of anthropology as a related discipline to history is cogent as it helps with
precise assertions.
Anthropology helped to provide insights into features of the past which were so
strange that modern historians had found them difficult to comprehend or examine.
Complex rituals, bloodfeud, trance and ecstasy, millenarianism, oath-taking, the
Divine Right of Kings, and particularly magical and witchcraft beliefs became
legitimate and fruitful topics for study. In the last of these, for instance, models from
African witchcraft provided a stimulus for many important works on English,
French, Spanish, and North American and German witchcraft.
Also, Anthropological works also had the effect of distancing the familiar, making
historians aware that much of what they had regarded as normal in the past really
required investigation because it was, cross-comparatively, unusual. A particularly
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striking example of this was in the field of family relationships. Much of
anthropology is concerned with kinship and marriage. These works helped to
stimulate many of the studies of sexuality, marriage, childhood, parental ties,
domestic groups, women, love, incest and other topics. The anthropological
inspiration joined up with interests from historical demography and women's studies,
and thereby opened up the whole field of interpersonal relationships and sentiment.
Historical research into many other topics was stimulated by anthropological
enquiries: conflict, ceremony, work discipline, time, space, myths, folklore, style and
fashion, oral and literate culture, birth, death, dreams, suicide, animals, and many
other subjects were investigated. The formal historical documents usually conceal
such topics, so that it was largely under the pressure of anthropology that a vigorous
development of the study of past mentality and emotional structures took place,
exemplified in the work of historians such as E. Hobsbawm, E. Le Roy Ladurie, E.P.
Thompson and Keith Thomas.
Anthropology stresses the interdependence of spheres, the overlap of economics,
politics, religion and kinship, which have superficially been separated in the modern
industrial world. It proposes paradoxical and ingenious causes for unquestioned
institutions. Anthropology has analysed the workings of three of the four major
forms of human civilization, namely hunters and gatherers, tribal and peasant
societies.
For the understanding of a past which may have features of these types of social
organization, anthropology has proved an irreplaceable guide. The renewed
association of the two disciplines of history and anthropology has been mutually
enriching. Both seek to interpret the basic patterns in societies, to contrast and
compare in order to separate the universal from the particular, to explain both the
single event and the broad institution.
Check Your Progress
1.

Discuss the relationship between History and Archaeology.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………...
2.

Write a note on History and Anthropology.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………...
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7.4

LET US SUM UP

The role of interdisciplinary approach to the interpretation and documentation of
human development is unequivocal. While study of history through material remains
has ties with Archaeology, socio-cultural history has existed in close dialogue with
anthropology. As these disciplines influence history, the study of history is of
immense values particularly to social scientists that are engaged in research or seek
rudimentary knowledge of human. It gives them an insight into the problem they are
studying, provides the necessary data for enquiring Archaeological and
Anthropological phenomenon.

7.5

KEY WORDS

Carbon Dating : Carbon dating is a technique used to determine the approximate age
of once-living materials. It is based on the decay rate of the
radioactive carbon isotope 14C, a form of carbon taken in by all
living organisms while they are alive.
Ecstasy

7.6

: an emotional or religious frenzy or trance-like state, originally one
involving an experience of mystic self-transcendence.

ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES

Check Your Progress
1. See Section 7.2
2. See Section 7.3
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OBJECTIVES

After reading this unit you will be able to know the relationship of History and
Psychology, and History and Literature.

8.1

INTRODUCTION

History is a study of the various facts of human life and is closely linked with other social
sciences which make a specific study of different facts of human life. For many, studying

history is quite a boring and a useless task. But they don’t understand how important
it is to study the history of a subject. It is important because one may learn about past
human behaviour that is relevant to the intellectual growth and development of an
individual. In this unit we will discuss the relationship of History and Psychology, and
History and Literature.

8.2

HISTORY AND PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour. History and
Psychology are closely linked. A historian must have to show some psychological
insights while making an analysis of the motive and actions of men and societies.
Historian work would be mere fiction unless he uses the discoveries of modern
psychology. The personal life and the environment of a historian has a direct bearing
in his decision and often import a bias to his account and renders the much desired
objectivity impossible. Psychology just like history is a multifaceted discipline and
includes many sub-fields of study such areas as human development, sports, health,
clinical, social behaviour and cognitive process. Some aspects study the influence of
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culture and society and the analysis of role of evolution complements historical
studies.
Psychology is seen as one aspect of social situation explained in historical context.
Psychology complements history in analysing the motives and actions of man and
societies. The role of psychology in historical writing of biography and autobiography is unequivocal. The impact of psychology on history is evident from the
fact that in the past, historians inquired primarily into the origins of war and ignored
the result of war, and as a result of the influence of psychology, historians have
undertaken the study of results and impacts of war and can further help determine the
role of masses in such wars or revolution. Effects of events such as war and natural
disaster on the citizens of a geographical space is best understand through the help of
psycho-analysis of the inhabitants/residents of the affected and neighbouring
community.
In developmental psychology, the study of early stages of a child’s development is
more useful in understanding his/her later stages. We live in a time of rapid change,
a time of progress. We prefer to define ourselves in terms of where we are going, not
where we come from. Though psychology became an independent discipline about
100 years ago, its history goes back much further than that. The pre-eminent
historian of psychology E. G. Boring in 1950 proposed the great man (historical
progress occurs through the actions of great persons) and Zeitgeist (events by
themselves have a momentum) models as they applied to the history of psychology.
Even now we can use these models to categorize, correlate and explain events. A
variant of the Zeitgeist view for the history of science, proposed by Kuhn in 1970,
suggests that social and cultural forces develop models of science at various stages
and that scientific work is conducted within a given paradigm for a limited period
until the paradigm is replaced may be due to cultural needs and inability of that
model to accommodate new scientific findings. Thus according to Kuhn, scientific
progress is a cyclic process when an anomaly arises that cannot be explained by the
paradigm and a crisis is generated which leaves room to new theories to fit in the
paradigm. Finally, the new paradigm is accepted after a scientific revolution. Even in
the present age, Kuhn’s theory is relatable. According to the philosopher Karl
Popper, there is chaos and order in the history of psychology. He proposed his
falsifiability theory which says for a theory to be scientific, it must make risky
predictions that run a risk of being incorrect. History makes us aware of the vicious
cycle.
It is really fascinating to know how certain psychological ideas have evolved. You
can see how a value old idea (unconscious mind) became new again. By studying the
history and systems of psychology we could avoid repetitions of mistakes and we
will know that a lot of what is said every day is a myth. The study of this subject
helps us to understand the discipline in newer ways and we come to know the
assumptions underlying the contemporary psychological ideas and theories.
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Psychological ideas and theories:
1) Evolution of those ideas (History of psychology),
2) Underlying modern ideas (Systems of psychology).
George Santayana once said “Those who do not know history are doomed to repeat
it”. The understanding of his saying is that ‘ignorance of the past is undesirable’. The
history of psychological thought is fraught with misreading and misunderstandings.
A past psychological theory might be true or not but the school of thought or system
that influenced that thought and how it deviated the course is more important. We
should recognize that psychology began when people started wondering about
themselves. Until 19th century, various theories, models and schools of psychology
evolved within philosophy, when the aspect of science entered and thus the formal
discipline of psychology appeared in Western institutions. Thus, psychology’s long
past, coupled with more recent differences of opinions, resulted in the heterogeneous
discipline we study today. Psychology has diversity and the purpose of studying the
history of psychology is to help remove the confusion caused by the diversity of
psychology by helping us to understand the present diversity. This diversity can be
used as a resource rather than some obstacles, and our understanding of
psychology’s development makes contemporary psychology richer for us. The
Knowledge of the past is absolutely worthwhile. It is beneficial in providing
perspectives. The current psychological theories are somehow influenced by
someone or something in the past. Also, this study may help us provide solutions for
some of the questions that have concerned scholars over a long time. However, the
most important reason to study the history of psychology may be to understand the
basis of its present diversity. By studying the history and systems of psychology, we
are now able to identify the key cultural and political events in the evolution of
psychology to the present. We also understand the purposes of cross-cultural
psychology, theoretical orientations and methodologies. This study helps us to
identify the basic reasons such as ‘why the Western psychology has not been able to
mingle with Indian and other indigenous psychology to assist in economic and social
development.’ We could even identify the social and economic hindrances to the
psychology’s development in the current developing world and we get a chance to
correct mistakes of past.

8.3

HISTORY AND LITERATURE

Literature and history interlink so much so that some high schools offer an integrated
course in literature and history. Literature is part of our cultural heritage, and that can
enrich everyone's lives in many ways. Literary works can be entertaining, beautiful,
funny, tragic, informative or meaningful. They take us beyond the limited experience
of our lives to show us the lives of others, giving us experiences we may not face in
our own lives. It leads us intellectually and emotionally, and deepens our
understanding of our history, society and our individual lives. This connection
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between people and literature works both ways: as literature affects people, people
affect literature. History plays a fundamental role in shaping literature: every novel,
play or poem one reads is influenced by the political context in which it is written,
the people that the author knows and the wider society that frames the entire work.
How can we even consider reading literature without understanding the work
through its historical context?
Roland Barthes, in The Death of the Author, acknowledges that an author is always a
product of his time: the author 'can only imitate a gesture that is always anterior,
never original'. Historicism argues that literature is a product of its age and the
meaning of a text can only be discovered by fitting it around other discourses from
the same period. The author writes only what he or she has learnt from that particular
time in history, and the messages their work conveys are inextricably linked to the
society in which it is written. Literature tells us about contextual society, widening
what literature is: while formalists judge strict literary work on its aesthetic value,
historicism results in literary and non-literary texts being given equal weight,
unbiased and aware of all aspects surrounding a work. Consequently, Darwinian
pieces on evolution may be compared alongside Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde in order to gain a deeper understanding of the Victorian age.
One can gain a much wider and deeper understanding through looking at a piece
from a historicist perspective. Although this may leave a little less room for
interpretation, contextual exploration allows one to comprehend certain ideas that
may not have been clear if one did not consider the time in which the text was
written. For example, how can we fully read, examine and appreciate Orwell's
works, such as Animal Farm and 1984, without considering the extreme political
events that shaped twentieth-century society and Orwell's ideology? The allegory of
Animal Farm is rendered pointless without considering Russia before and during the
Stalin era, and any reading of 1984 is enhanced by an understanding of the politics of
Europe and Orwell's personal experiences in Spain. Similarly, the feminist socialist
writer Caroyl Churchill’s work feels somewhat irrelevant without the context of the
Thatcher years. It was undoubtedly a successful exploration of the time, however, by
formalist standards, we should disregard it as bad literature as it has lost relevance in
needing its contextual setting to be understood.
In great writing from the past we find ancestors, and we not only see the country and
the people as they were, but we also soak up the climate of the times through the
language, characters, tones and settings. Chaucer is a brilliant social commentator,
and his works provide one of the reliable sources of knowledge of medieval society
that we have. Through it, we learn a lot about the estates in medieval society. If we
were to read The Canterbury Tales from a purely formalist viewpoint, we would
disregard this rich source of art and knowledge.
Literature allows us to understand the political, cultural and philosophical
movements and ideas that dominated particular cultures at a particular times. In
9

Shelley's Frankenstein, for example, we learn about the trepidation concerning man's
overreaching ambition and the battle between science and nature that dominated
Victorian Britain. This alone should prove that context is imperative in determining
the meaning of a literary text. When one ignores context, one many completely
disregard a particular influence or aspect of the text and consequently the true sense
of the piece will be missed. It is possible to develop meaning from literature without
context, but context can still be used on the same piece to create a different outcome.
It is important to explore context, but not necessarily vital.
Literature is creative writing of recognized artistic value. Literature represents the very
best of human expression. We read and celebrate Literature for many reasons. A few
of these reasons are, - to be inspired, to be delighted, to embark on incredible ventures
and others.
Literature has many purposes, and opens doors to unique worlds. Through Literature,
we discover ourselves and world time and again. The study of Literature can enrich
our lives in all kinds of ways. This study is a part of our cultural heritage. Literature is
a very effective way of understanding a culture of a particular time, of a particular
class and of a social group.
Literature can be entertaining, funny, beautiful and tragic. It takes us beyond our
limited experience of Live to show us the lives of the other people at other times. We
are intellectually and emotionally stirred by studying Literature.
The study of Literature lends to an understanding of our history, our society and
sometimes ourselves. With Literature, we see the Countries and People as they were.
We experience the different climates, language and tone.
Literature also gives us glimpses of much earlier ages. These glimpses take our
imaginations back to the roots of our culture, in some instances. The study of
Literature, through our history, enhances our understanding of our modern world.
Places that are written about in Literature are more interesting to us as we wish to visit
these places to compare and contrast.
Images come to mind with landscape, climate and culture. We can analyse causes and
effects and we can evaluate social change and social values through Literature.
We read about characters confronting life experiences in some way like our own and
sometimes find ourselves caught up with the struggles of a character. Each reader gets
a new and unique event and the words speak to us now, telling us the truths about
human life which are relevant to all times. Literature enriches us by putting words to
feelings.
The authors of Literature communicate things personally to us, one individual to
another. This can help to validate our personal experience first time, it helps to have
books written by people who have been there before.
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Check Your Progress
1.

Discuss the relationship between History and Psychology.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………...
2.

Write a note on History and Literature.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………...

8.4

LET US SUM UP

Studying the past events give us an understanding of how the world came to be,
including all cultures of people as well as nature. By learning about the causes and
effects of events in history, people can learn better ways to deal with conflict among
nations and individuals. Studying the history of environmental changes can enhance
a healthier lifestyle for mankind. Although human behaviour is unpredictable at
times, a better understanding through the study of history can provide valuable
insight for our future generations. History is not only time and place. History allows
us to think about the greatest question humanity has ever asked-“WHY?” Studying
history gives us information on how a person came to be, or how a thing started.
Literature allows reflection. It helps us to shape our own thoughts. It builds on rich
histories of thought and expression. Literature represents and explores the ways in
which the world is viewed and experienced by people in that society. Literature may
become history, as stories of World War-I by Hemingway are an insight into the era.
History may also become literature, as the religious texts reveal historical accounts
of events as a literary work.

8.5

KEY WORDS

Embark

: go on board a ship or aircraft.

Unequivocal : leaving no doubt; unambiguous.

11

8.6

ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES

Check Your Progress
1. See Section 8.2
2. See Section 8.3
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OBJECTIVES

After reading this unit you will be able to know;




9.1

relationship between History and Political Science,
contribution of Political Science to History, and
contribution of History to Political Science

INTRODUCTION

A historian is not merely concerned with the tracing of the history of the political
process by a narration of the episodes. But he has to learn the nature of fundamental
political principles and basic forms of political institution. In the view of this
closeness between two subjects, the development of political institutions, rules,
regulations, right and duties, law and mode of justice, executive, legislative and
administrative functions, economic and financial implications, nature of
bureaucracy, fundamental principles of state policy are all defined under the
constitution history.
Diplomatic history is a specialized branch of political history which deals with the
principles of international relations. Ambassadors are the links between nations and
they were custodians and practitioners of diplomacy. The issue like—balance of
power, cold war, international peace, disarmament have assumed great importance in
recent times. The military history is an important chapter in political history where in
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wars, battles, campaigns and conquests figures very prominently. It deals with the
causes of a war, strategy and war tactics, war weapons etc.
Prof. Acton has correctly pointed out, “the science of politics is the one science that
is deposited by the stream of history like grains of gold in the sand of a river.”

9.2

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL SCIENCE TO
HISTORY

In the words of Paul Janet, Political science is the part of social science which treats
the foundation of the state and principles of government. It studies the political
activities of man especially in an organised society.
Based on the foregoing statement, history tends to learn the nature of fundamental
political institutions from the knowledge of or expertise of political science. As
political science is beneficial to history, so is history helpful to the study of science,
because political aspect is a part of the whole range of activity recorded by
historians. In fact, our knowledge of history is somewhat meaningless, if the political
bearing of events and movements are not adequately evaluated. For instance, the
history of the 19th century Europe is an incomplete narration of facts without putting
into account full significance of the movements, like nationalism and socialism.
The history of the rise of major Yoruba towns of the South-western region of Nigeria
in the early 19th century would be incomplete without the study of the evolution of
new form of political organization in Yorubaland such as: Republicanism in Ibadan,
Military Dictatorship in Ijaiye, and Military Federalism in Abeokuta, which was
attributed to the fall of the Old Oyo Empire.
Undoubtedly, opinion polls taken today by those in the social science will form
valuable source materials for the historian in the future, but of course, for the vast
sectors of the past with which the historian is concerned, there can be no question of
quizzing the opinions of the dead. Where history has been beneficially influenced is
through the insight recent polls give into electoral behaviour in general, it is less easy
now for historians to deliver those fatuous judgment about ‘the people thought this’
or ‘the electorate wanted that’, which were pure guesses and pretty shoddy ones at
that.

9.3

CONTRIBUTION OF POLITICAL SCIENCE TO HISTORY

Political Science is very closely related to History. The relation between the two is
so deep that some scholars like Freeman go to the extent of observing that: “History
is past Politics and Politics is present History”. Another political thinker Seeley also
writes, “History without Political Science has no fruit, Political Science without
History has no root.” All political institutions —State, Government, Legislature,
Executive, Judiciary and others— have a history of evolution behind them. Without
14

studying their history Political Science cannot really study their contemporary
nature, position and relations among these.
Hence, Political Science always takes the help of History for studying political
institutions i.e. the history of their evolution from their emergence and gradual
evolution into their contemporary forms, powers, functions, mutual relations and
relative positions. Likewise, the study of History essentially needs a study of the
political implications of all historical events and developments in each society.
Without such an exercise History gets reduced to a mere narration of events,
episodes and developments. History depends upon Political Science for getting
knowledge about the political dimensions of historical events. History of political
institutions constitutes a rich area of study to History
Politics creates History: The actions of the states, governments, political parties,
political leaders, rulers, statesmen, politicians and diplomats all create history. The
political events and movements like the Jallianwala Bagh tragedy (1919), Nonviolent, Non-cooperation Movement 1920, the Civil Disobedience Movement 1930,
and the Quit India Movement 1942 have all been the handiworks of political leaders.
History of India stands determined by these. The actions of rulers and power- holders
always create history.
Political Science makes History fruitful and interesting: Without Political
Science, History gets reduced to a mere description and narration of events and facts.
It is Political Science which provides meaning to History and makes it interesting
and rewarding. History of kings, wars that they fought, and struggles of the people
against dictators are all political acts which make history interesting.
Political Leaders are the makers of History: In contemporary times Political
leaders (power-holders) determine the course of history by their policies, decisions
and action. The leadership of Mahatma Gandhi gave a turn to history and enabled
Indians to secure freedom from the clutches of British Imperialism. Vision and
decisions of men like Jawahar Lai Nehru, Sardar Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
set the tone of India’s history as an independent nation. Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s role in
Bangladesh Liberation war against Pakistan and her decision to impose Emergency
rule in 1975 gave a particular push to Indian history.
Political Science depends upon some and not all Historical Facts: Whereas
History is a chronological record of all events and developments, Political Science is
interested only in those facts which had an impact on the nature and functioning of
the state system and governments of various states. Political Science makes use of
some selected historical facts.
History depends upon Political Science for ascertaining Causal Connections:
History is only a narration of facts. It is Political Science which analyses the
connections among various facts. Political Science gives meaning to historical facts
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and uses these for answering the questions what should be done and what should not
be done? History without Politics is fruitless.
History cannot determine the ultimate end standard of good, bad, right and wrong in
political institutions. It is done by Political Science. Thus Political Science
contributes a lot to History. In fact, Political Science and History are closely,
intimately and inseparably related to each other. Each needs the other. Both are
complementary and supplementary to each other.

9.4

CONTRIBUTION OF HISTORY TO POLITICAL SCIENCE

History as a teacher of Political Science: History represents the wisdom and
experience of ages. It is an account of successes and failures of rulers, governments,
revolutions and political developments. Knowledge of historical events is a vital
source of learning for Political Science.
History presents a record of the evolution of Political Institutions: By providing
information about the origin, evolution and decay or development of political
institutions, History provides valuable knowledge to Political Science. Political
Science has to borrow from History information about the past of political
institutions.
History helps the determination of Political Objectives and Values: Wisdom
resulting from the study of historical experiences helps the students of Political
Science to formulate right political objectives and values. The history of freedom
struggle has helped us to formulate and accept the securing of Justice, Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity as the values the Indian constitution.
History provides study material to Political Science: The study of past political
movements, developments, events and relations forms a valuable part of the study of
Political Science. History provides study material to Political Science, which serves
as the foundation for studying the current political movements, events and relations.
History is the Store-house of Political Science: Study of History brings out newer
and newer facts to light, which can be used for the study of current political relations
and developments. It can greatly help Political Science to formulate policies for the
future.
Check Your Progress
1.

Write a note on contribution of Political Science to History.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………...
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2.

Discuss the contribution of History to Political Science.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………...

9.5

LET US SUM UP

History is very helpful to politics because the political aspects is a part of the whole
range of activity recorded by historian and knowledge of history would enable the
politicians to know the politics better and play their role effectively.

9.6

KEY WORDS

Executive : the branch of a government responsible for putting decisions or laws
into effect.
Fraternity : a group of people sharing a common profession or interests.
Legislature : the legislative body of a country or state.

9.7

ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES

Check Your Progress
1.

See Section 9.2.

2.

See Section 9.3.
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