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5.0 OBJECTIVES
The formation of the Indian National Congress has played a significant part in the
history of modem India. This unit deals with its background and concentrates on the
factors responsible for its formation. After studying the unit,the students will be
able:
 to know the detail of the milieu of India at that timein which the Indian
National Congress was established, and understand the part played by the
middle class educated Indians in its formation,
 to get details about the founding first congress meeting and become familiar
with some of the difficulties and debates behind its origin.
5.1 INTRODUCTION
The Congress (INC) was formed in December 1885. It is difficult for anyone to
write the importance of the year 1885 in a historical narrative of India's past. It was
the year when the Congress was founded in Bombay. The Congress was the first
all-India political organization of nationalist enthusiasts, founded by A. O. Hume
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and W. C. Banerjee in Bombay in 1885AD. It became the nucleus of powerful
nationalist agitations that threatened to destabilize the colonial Government later in
the 20th century by acquiring a deep-rooted mass base and spawning most
luminaries who provided leadership and direction to these agitations. However,
many political organizations were pre-cursors to INC. In the early phase half of the
nineteenth century, wealthy and aristocratic elements, local or regional, dominated
the political organizations. Through petitions to the British Parliament demanded
administrative reforms, Association of Indians with the administration, and spread
of education.
The rise of Indian nationalism has been traditionally explained in Indian response to
the stimulus generated by colonial rule by creating new institutions, new
opportunities, resources, etc. In other words, Indian nationalism grew partly
because of colonial reactionary policies. It would be correct to see nationalism in
India as a product of a mix of many factors:(i) All over the upsurge of the concepts of nationalism and right of selfdetermination initiated by the French Revolution.
(ii) Indian Renaissance.
(iii) Offshoot of modernization initiated by the Britishers in colonial India.
(iv) Strong reaction to British imperialist app in India.
5.2 THE MILIEU OF INDIAATTHATTIME
Unsuccessful Revolt of 1857 revealed the inadequacy of the traditional method of
protest. It also showed that the old aristocratic classes could not be the saviours of
Indian society. The western-educated Indian middle class seemed to be the hope of
the Indian future. The protest carried on by this class was completely different. At
the same time, it had a feeling of pride in the glorious national history. It developed
the conviction that foreign domination was inherently opposed to fulfilling the
legitimate hopes and aspirations of the Indian people. A perception of identity in
people's interests inhabiting different pans of the Indian sub-continent was also
growing. The educated Indians believed that the benevolent rulers would redress
their grievances if they could draw their attention to them. Therefore, in the
beginning, middle-class agitation was confined to the ventilation of some specific
political and economic grievances and demands.
At that time, ideas of nationalism and patriotism were popular form in poems,
songs, and drama plays. The songs were composed for the local Hindu Mela,
organized for some years from 1867 onwards by Bengali leaders. The aim was to
spread nationalist ideas and promote indigenous art and crafts. In the process,
blamed British policies for deteriorating the economic conditions of the Indian
people also emphasized the need to use swadeshi goods. These thoughts and ideas
found expression in some drama performances also. A famous play around the
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1860s entitled Neel Darpan, atrocities committed by indigo planters. The most
important in this context is that of Bankim Chandra Chatterji, who wrote historical
novels highlighting the tyranny of the colonial rules. His most well-known work is
Anandmath (1882), which contains his immortal song 'Bande Matram' composed a
few years earlier. We can find similar patriotic feelings in the literature in other
languages. Bhartendu Harishchandra, who is considered as the father of modem
Hindi, in his plays, poems, raid journalism, put forward an appeal to use swadeshi
elements. A similar pattern can be seen in Marathi literature, where there was a
tremendous increase in publications.At that time, signs of growing political
awakening and feeling of oneness were obvious to contemporary British observers.
The journals and newspapers played a creditable role in building up Indian people
opinions in favour of Indian national interests. There were some well-known
English language papers of this period - Amrita Bazar Patrika, Hindoo Patriot and
Som Prakash, published from Calcutta, Indu Prakash and Native Opinion from
Bombay and The Hindu from Madras. Some important papers were published in
vernacular languages: in Hindi- Hindustan, Bharat Mitra and Jagat Mitra. Jam-eJahan Numa and Khushdil Akhtar were well-known Urdu newspapers, which we
can read and understand now through their correspondence.
5.3 POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS BEFORE INC
The Congress was not the first political organization established in India, and it had
found various associations earlier. Some of the prominent Political Associations
played a vital role in arousing common will and laying down the way towards
Indian nationalism. Most of them were localized in their nature. The evolution of
the same are as follows: Landholders Society:
In 1838, the "Zamindari Association", also known as the "Landholders Society",
was founded to safeguard the interests of the big landlords. Landholders' society
was limited in its aims, i.e., covered demand of Landlords only. The landholder's
society used the methods of constitutional agitation for the redressal of grievances
and marked the beginning of organized political activities.
Bengal British India Society:
In 1843, another political association under the Bengal British India Society was
founded. Its aim was "the collection and dissemination of information relating to
the actual condition of the people of British India."
The British Indian Association of Calcutta:
It was formed in 1851 by the Bengal British India Society and the Landholders'
Society merger. It was founded to convey the grievances of the Indian people to the
British authority. It suggested several reforms in the Company's upcoming charterlike need to develop a new legislature setup, separation of judicial functions from
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executive functions, salaries of higher officials to be reduced, salt duty abolition of
abkari and stamp duties. Some of the association's recommendations were accepted
when the Charter Act of 1853 provided the addition of 6 members to the council of
governor-general for legislative purposes.
The Deccan Association:
The British India Association was confined only to Bengal. But British India
Association's Secretary, Debendranath Thakur, wanted to expand the association, as
the British India Association aimed to make representations from every part of
colonial India. In February 1852, as an expansion of the British India Association,
the Deccan Association was established at Poona. The Deccan Association did not
last long and could not fulfil its aims of sending petitions for suggesting reforms to
the upcoming Act of 1853.
The Madras Native Association:
After establishing Deccan Association, Madras acted next by establishing the
Madras branch of the British Indian Association in February 1852. Its name
changed to the 'Madras Native Association' within a few months as it decided to act
independently of the parent body. The possibility of a joint Indian petition to
Parliament was wrecked by the split between Calcutta and Madras associations.
However, from its inception, the Madras Native Association possessed little vitality,
had hardly any hold upon the people's minds, and languished into obscurity after the
revolt of 1857 AD.
The Bombay Association:
In the lines of the British India Association of Calcutta, in August 1852, the
Bombay Association was founded to remind the government authorities in India or
England to remove existing evils from time to time. However, this association didn't
survive for long. The Bombay Association had sent a petition to the British
Parliament urging a legislative council to which Indians should also be represented.
This association also condemned the policy of exclusion of Indians from all higher
services lavish expenditure on posts given to the Europeans.
East India Association:
In 1866, East India Association was founded by Dadabhai Naoroji in London. The
objective of the East India Association was to discuss the problem and questions
related to Indians and to influence the British leaders towards the development of
India. East India Association started its branches in Kolkata, Bombay and Madras
in 1869. After that, Dadabhai Naoroji also opened its branch in other cities of
British India.
Poona Sarvajanik Sabha:
The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha has founded in the year 1867 AD at Poona. Sabha
aims to serve as a bridge between the Government and the people.
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India League:
Sisir Kumar Ghose established it in 1875. The India league aimed to instil the
feeling of nationalism amongst the people.
The Indian Association of Calcutta:
Founders - those who were the principal founders of the Indian Association of
Calcutta discontented with the pro-landlord and conservative- the British India
Association; that's why they established this new association. Surendra Nath
Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose founded the Indian Association of Calcutta in
1876 AD. This association aimed to unify India's people on a typical political
programme and create a solid public opinion on political questions. After its
formation, East India Association also organized an all-India agitation known as the
Civil Service Agitation.
The Bombay Presidency Association:
K.T. Telang, Badruddin Tyabji, Pherozeshah Mehta, and others formed the
Bombay Presidency Association in 1885 AD. The reactionary policies of Lord
Lytton and the Ilbert Bill controversy caused a political commotion in Bombay and
led to the formation of the Bombay Presidency Association.
Madras Mahajan Sabha:
In 1884 Madras Mahajan Sabha was founded by Viraraghavachari, P. AnandaCharlu and B. Subramaniya Aiyer and others. The Madras Mahajan Sabha was
formed in 1884 to coordinate the activities of local associations and to 'provide the
focus for the non-official intelligence spread up through the Presidency'.
Despite leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Banerjee, Ananda Charlu and
others, there was a lack of national unity in case of a political association; later, it
was gained by the formation of the Indian National Congress. These early
Associations had, though, essential contributions in terms of arousing the political
will and demands of the Indian public, but their area and activities were limited.
They mainly questioned local issues, and their members and leaders were also
limited to one or adjoining provinces.
5.4 COLONIAL RESPONSE
Reactionary Policies and Racial Arrogance of Colonial rules
British racial myths of white superiority were sought to be perpetuated by the
Britishers through a policy of segregation and discrimination. The Indians felt hurt
by this. Governor-General Lytton's reactionary policies such as reduction of
maximum age limit for the ICS exam from 21 years to 19 years 1876 AD, the grand
Delhi Durbar of 1877 AD - India was in a severe famine, the Vernacular Press Act
(1878), and the Arms Act (1878) provoked a storm of opposition in the country.
Then came the Ilbert Bill controversy. Lord Ripon's sought to abolish "judicial
disqualification based on race distinctions" and give the members of India of the
covenanted civil service the same powers and rights as those enjoyed by Europeans.
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Lord Ripon had to modify the bill, therefore almost defeating the original aim
because of the stiff opposition from the European people. It became very clear to
the nationalists that justice and fair play could not be expected where interests of
the European needless to say, all these activities of the educated Indians did not go
unnoticed. The British Government took note of the growing political discontent
and quickly went on the offensive. It was reflected in the policies pursued by Lord
Lytton, who came to India in 1876. The establishment of an all-India political
organization had become an objective necessity, which was felt by nationalists all
over the country. Many scholars have furnished detailed information on the moves
made in that direction from 1877 AD. These moves acquired a vast sense of
urgency, especially from 1883 and intense political activity. The Indian Mirror of
Calcutta carried on an endless campaign on the question.
The Indian Association had already organized an All-India National Conference in
December 1883 and given another one in December 1885. Since 1875 AD, there
had been a continuous campaign around cotton import duties which Indians wanted
to remain within the interests of the Indian textile industry. A massive campaign
had been organized during 1877-88 around the demand for the Indianization of
Government jobs. The Indian leaders had opposed the Afghan adventure of Lytton
and then compelled the British Government to contribute towards the Vernacular
Press Act. In 1881-82 they organized a protest against Plantation Labour and the
Inland Emigration Act, which condemned plantation labourers to serfdom. A
significant agitation was collected during 1883 in favour of the Ilbert Bill, enabling
Indian magistrates to undertake Europeans. The Europeans successfully thwarted
this bill. The Indian leaders and people had been quick to draw the political lesson.
Their efforts had failed because they had not been coordinated on an all-India basis.
On the other hand, the Europeans had acted in a concerted manner. Again, in 1883
AD, a vast all-India effort was made to boost a National Fund that might promote
political agitation in India and England. In 1885, Indians fought for the proper to
hitch the volunteer corps restricted to Europeans, then organized an appeal to
British voters to vote for those candidates who were friendly towards India. Many
Indians were sent to Britain to place the Indian case before British voters through
public speeches.
5.5 RISE OF MIDDLE-CLASS INTELLIGENTSIA
British administrative and economic innovative systems gave rise to a new urban
middle class in Indian towns. They were western educated people. This middleclass, prominent because of its education, new position, and close ties with the
colonial ruling class came to the forefront—the leadership to the Indian National
Congress in all its stages of growth provided by this educated middle-class. Percival
Spear wrote, "The new middle class was a well-integrated all-India class with the
varied background but a common foreground of ideas and values... that was a
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minority of Indian society but a dynamic minority... that had a sense of unity of
purpose and hope."
5.6. FOUNDATION OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
In the later 1870s and early 1880s, had prepared a solid ground to establish an allIndia organization. A retired English civil servant gave the final shape to this
thought - A.O. Hume, who mobilized leading intellectuals of India of that time and,
with their cooperation, organized the first session-meeting of the Congress (INC) at
Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit College in Bombay in December 1885 AD. From
beginning to this, two sessions of the Indian National Conference had been held in
1883 AD and 1885 AD, which had representatives drawn from all major towns of
India. Surendra Nath Banerjee and Ananda Mohan Bose were the prominent
architects of the Indian National Conference.
5.6.1 First foundation Session
The Indian National Congress met every year in December in different parts of the
country. The first session at Bombay - of the Indian National Congress was
attended by 72 delegates and presided over by W.C. Banerjee. Some of the
prominent presidents of the Congress during this phase. In fact, under Surendra
Nath Banerjee's leadership, the agitation against the Ilbert Bill in Bengal had
organized itself into a movement around creating a National Fund. Surendra Nath
Banerjee was very popular and even presided over people and peasants meeting in
the countryside, besides hero-worshipping his followers.
The tone of these activities and movements had also become voluble. S N Banerjee
had already organized a National Conference in Calcutta in 1883 AD for delegates
from different parts of the country. The second National Conference in 1885
coincided with the first session of the Indian National Congress in Bombay.
Meanwhile, Hume had been working tirelessly in England and India, since the
departure of Lord Ripon, to develop the discontent amongst Indian leaders in the
country into an all India movement.
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The first session of the Congress, Bombay, 1885
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1st_INC1885.jpg
5.6.2 Participation
A get-together was organized for the Sarvajanik Sabha in Poona; there was support
from Bombay's Bombay Presidency Association. But plague broke out in
Maharastra centre was Poona, and the first meeting of what became the Congress
(INC) was held in Bombay. A.O.Hume organized the first session in Bombay with
the approval of the Viceroy Dufferin. W.C. Banerjee was the Ist President of
Congress; the first session was attended by 72 delegates representing each province
of India. Notable representatives included Scottish ICS officer William
Wedderburn, Dadabhai Naoroji, Pherozeshah Mehta of the Bombay Presidency
Association, Ganesh Vasudeo Joshi of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, social reformer
and newspaper editor Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, Justice K. T. Telang, N. G.
Chandavarkar, Dinshaw Wacha, Behramji Malabari, journalist and activist Gooty
Kesava Pillai, and P. Rangaiah Naidu of the Madras Mahajana Sabha. This small
elite group, unrepresentative of the Indian masses at the time, functioned more as a
stage for elite Indian ambitions than a political party for the first decade of its
existence.
5.6.3 Objectives of the Congress at the early phase
The main objectives of the Indian National Congress in the initial phase were to—
(i) found a democratic, nationalist movement.
(ii) politicize and politically educate people.
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(iii) establishment of headquarters centres for movements.
(iv) promote friendly relations among nationalist political workers from different
parts of the country.

(v) propagate and develop an anti-imperial nationalist thought.
(vi) formulate and present popular demands before the Government to unify the
people over joint political and economic programmes.
(vii) consolidate a feeling of national unityamong people irrespective of province,
religion and caste.
(viii) carefully promote and nurture Indian nationhood.
5.7 SAFETY VALVE THEORY
The story that the viceroy Lord Dufferin and a retired British official- civil servant
A. O. Hume involved in the founding of the Congress because it was meant as a
'safety valve' to channel discontent and prevent 'mass unrest' in the colony has been
popularised by A.O. Hume's biographer Wedderburn. Wedderburn was himself a
founder of the Indian National Congress and presided over the 6th Congress in
Bombay in 1889 AD. Even though Lord Dufferin seriously contemplated the
demands of Moderate leaders for greater participation in governance, there can be
no doubt that he was hostile to the 'microscopic minority of the Bhadralok 'Bengali
baboos' who formed the Indian National Congress. Dufferin also saw them as
potentially disruptive and worked actively to isolate them.
A.O. Hume's position is more unclear, but when Hume closely involved himself
with founding and running the Congress, he held no influence within the colonial
Government. Hume was very bitter about being marginalized by the British
Government. But after his retirement, Hume played an essential role as adviser to
Lord Ripon. The latter used A.O. Hume's connections with the Indian educated
elite to assess his plans for introducing self-government in the colony. Like Hume,
he also believed that this section ought to be appeased or incite disaffection
amongst the masses. Hume thought that the misery of the famines of the 1870s had
created mass unrest in the country and could lead to a rebellion. A nation
comprehensive associate could provide a way for constructively channelizing this
disaffection. He had even mooted this thought and idea with Dufferin. However, it
seems that A.O. Hume had been given this impression (of mass unrest in the
countryside) by the reports of mystical mahatmas and chelas associated with the
'Theosophical society'. Thus, neither was his suspicion of a rebellion based on any
factual evidence, nor was he important enough as a bureaucrat at the time to be
entrusted with the task of organizing this 'safety valve' to quell disaffection. But
A.O. Hume's efforts led to the founding of the Indian National Congress. Hume
single-handedly and dedicatedly kept the Congress alive in the first few years of its
foundation, even though others weren't always happy with his autocratic ways of
functioning.
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5.8. LET US SUM UP
•

•

•
•

•

Many regional and local associations had come up in the Bengal,
Madras, Bombay and Poona in the late 19th century. The founding of the
Congress in Bombay in 1885 may be seen as the culmination of this
trend at the national level.
The founding of the INC was precipitated by several unpopular
measurestakenby Lord Lytton, who was Viceroy of India from 1876AD
to 1880 AD, and by hissuccessor Lord Ripon’s plan to work towards
self-government for Indians, whichencouraged Indian nationalist leaders.
It owed its existence and success to thetireless efforts of a retired British
Civil Servant, A. O. Hume.
Right from the time of its founding, the Congress faced challenges to its
claim ofrepresenting the whole country. A section of Muslim opinion
remained sceptical and opposed to the Congress, and the Congress had
almost no links with thepeasant masses of the country.
The theme of elite nationalism, central to the INC, has been discussed by
historians of modern India, who have contributed to a fruitfuldiscussion
about its nature, limitations, and achievements.

5.9 KEYWORDS
Aristocratic: belonging to a class of people those who hold the high social rank
Bhadra Lok: a member of the colonial Bengali middle class
Elite: a group enjoying superior economic, social or intellectual status Narrative:
story, plot
Racial: connected with people's race; happening between people of different races
Safety valve: a harmless outlet for tension
Vernacular: native or indigenous language
5.10 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS:
1.. What was the nature of the regional organizations that came up in British India
on the eve of the founding of the INC?
2. Can we understand the founding of the Congress as a reaction to the policies
pursued by the imperial state in the late 19th century?
3. Assess the role of A. O. Hume and the safety-valve theory regarding the
foundation of the Congress.
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4. Write a short note of following
(i)
Landholder Society
(ii)
A.O. Hume
(iii) Surendra Nath Banerjee

5.11 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISE
1. See section 1.3
2. See section 1.4
3. See section 1.7
5.12 FURTHER READINGS:
1- Bandyopadhyay, Sekhar. 2004. From Plassey to Partition: A History of
Modern India Hyderabad: Orient Longman.
2- Bayly, Christopher. 1975. The Local Roots of Indian Politics: Allahabad,
1880-1920. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
3- Chandra, Bipan, 1975, Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India, New
Delhi: Orient Longman.
4- Chandra, Bipan. et al., 1987. India's Struggle for Independence. New Delhi:
Penguin
5- Chatterjee, Partha. 1994. The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and
Postcolonial Histories. Delhi: Oxford University Press.
6- Joshi, Sanjay. 2001. Fractured Modernity: Making of a Middle Class in
Colonial North India. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.
7- McLane, John R. 1977. Indian Nationalism and the Early Congress.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.
8- Mehrotra, S. R. 1971. The Emergence of the Indian National Congress.
Delhi
9- Sarkar, Sumit, 1983. Modern India. New Delhi: Macmillan India.
10- Seal, Anil. 1968. The Emergence of Indian Nationalism: Competition and
Collaboration in the Later Nineteenth Century. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.
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6.0. OBJECTIVES
In this unit, we will discuss the evolution of the Indian National Congress and the
role of early nationalist leadership. After studying this unit, the students will be able
to:
a) Know the various phases of the Indian National Congress and the
programmes undertaken by the Moderate Congress.
b) Know the weaknesses of the moderate phase.
c) Comprehend the various reasons responsible for the emergence of the
Extremist phase of the Indian National Congress.
d) Understand the ideology, activities & methods of the Extremist phase of
the Indian National Congress.
e) Know how the differences between moderates and extremists led to the
split of Congress in 1907 in Surat.
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6.1 INTRODUCTION
The Congress (INC) was founded in 1885 AD on 28th December in Bombay. This
organization fought for reforms in the country and subsequently for the freedom of
Indiafrom the foreign yoke. The political career of this organization can be studied
in various phases; one of them is from its formation 1885 to 1920, the emergence of
Mahatma Gandhi as a leader of congress. Two groups became functional during this
period, one after the other. The first group of leaders were called the’ Moderates’,
which dominated the Congress from 1885 to 1905 and the second was the group of
‘Extremists’, which overpowered the Congress from 1905 to 1920. During this
period, Congress took a significant leap forward. People from all sections, including
rural, urban, women, and students, became actively involved in politics for the first
time in the country. During this period, almost all the major political trends of the
Indian National movement emerged. From conservative moderation to political
extremists from revolutionary to socialism. From petitioning and public speeches to
passive resistance and boycott, all had been active as weapon in Indian politics in
this phase. The early years (1885-1905) saw the evolution of the Indian National
Congress. During this period, moderate leaders had dominated the Congress.
Gradually a group emerged which did not agree with the moderate policies and
believed in aggressive action. Due to the aggressive attitude, the section was called
the 'extremists'. Both the groups believed in different political methods to oppose
the colonial rule. Their differences led to the split in 1907 AD. In this unit, we will
study developments in Congress and how those affected the national movement.
Since the first session at Bombay (Mumbai) in 1885 AD, the Congress became by
1886 (second session at Calcutta) ‘the whole country's Congress’. In 1885, only 72
delegates attended the Congress session, whereas, at Calcutta (1886), there were
434 delegates elected by different local organizations and bodies. At that time, it
was decided that Congress would meet, henceforth, annually in other parts of the
country.
6.2 COMPOSITION OF THE INDIAN NATION CONGRESS
Representing as it did the whole nation; the Congress could be only a platform of all
the races, castes, creeds, professions, trades, occupations, and provinces. But this
broad-sweeping description does not give a correct picture. There was a vast
disparity in various races, castes, professions, trades, and regions. Among the
classes, the western educated middle class had the largest share. Most heavily
represented was the legal profession among the disciplines. The Brahmins among
the castes were more prominent in number. Among the provinces, as Anil Seal has
shown in his book, The Emergence of Indian Nationalism (Cambridge, 1968), the
presidencies Calcutta, Madras and Bombay took the leading part. The masses were
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conspicuous by their absence. Therefore, Congress was, by and large, an entirely
middle-class affair.
Over half of the delegates at the first Congress were lawyers, and for decades to
come, more than a third of the delegates continued to belong to this profession in
most of the sessions of the Congress. Journalists, doctors, and teachers formed an
overwhelming majority. There were only two teachers at the first session, but their
numbers increased to 50 at the fourth one .Many who were not directly represented
also sympathized with the movement. Though the old aristocracy was not interested
in public affairs, the Congress tried to enlist its support. Behind this move was the
thought that the support from the princes and nobility would demonstrate the unity
of British and princely India. Which they believed would likely to impress the
conservatives in Britain and help finance the movement.
6.3 THE MODERATE
The Indian National Congress, founded in 1885 AD, provided a forum for the
nationalist leaders to meet and voice their grievances and place demands before the
colonial government. The leaders of Congress of the early phase were MG Ranade,
Sir P.M. Mehta, Dadabhai Naoroji, G.K. Gokhale, W.C. Banerjee and S.N.
Banerjee, and they were staunch believers in liberalism and moderate politics.
Therefore, they were called ‘Moderates’, compared to the new nationalist of the
early twentieth century who were referred to as’ Extremists’. During the first twenty
years, the middle-class intelligentsia and journalists dominated Congress. The
moderates had a fascination for the British Parliamentary system. They were
reformers and believed in British justice.
6.4 PROGRAMME AND METHOD OF THE MODERATES:
The moderates considered the coming of the colonial rule as beneficial and
providential. They wanted to use the British to reform contemporary Indian society.
The early nationalist leaders did not expect Congress to function as a political party.
A.O. Hume wanted it to work on the Irish Home Rule League model, which sought
autonomy in internal affairs under the colonial suzerainty. Thus, the concept of selfgovernment was the political goal of the moderates. This goal was to be achieved
gradually based on the principle, 'First, deserve.' The Moderates realized that India
could learn the proper use of western political institutions only after gaining some
experience under British rule.
The Moderates tried to weld India into a nation. They created loyalty for the land
irrespective of whether one was a Parsee, a Christian, a Muslim, or a Hindu. They
said that a Parsee should be a better Parsee, a Muslim a better Muslim, and a Hindu
a better Hindu. In this way, he would be more attached to his country and bound in
brotherly affection and relations to all the children of the soil of mother India. They
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considered themselves Indians first and Hindus, Muslims, or Christians afterwards.
The Moderates wanted a balanced and lucid presentation of their needs before the
Englishmen and British parliament. The Moderates came from the upper strata and
were the product of western English education. The Moderates had faith in British
fair play and believed India’s connection with the west was a boon rather than a
curse. The English literature, the system of education, justice and the local bodies'
loyalty to the British crown was the keynote of the early nationalist leaders.
The Moderates were described as the counterpart of the English liberals in India.
The English liberal tradition was their source of inspiration. They had their best
friends in the Liberals of England. The Moderate pleaded for reforms in
administration, in councils, in services. In local bodies, in defence services. They
avoided violence and followed the method of prayer, petition representation, and
delegations to convince the government about the validity of their just demands.
6.4.1 Economic Reforms:
The Moderates added India's poverty to the country's economic exploitation by the
colonial authority. Dadabhai Naoroji pointed out the root cause of India’s poverty
and traced it to the drain of India’s wealth to England. The Moderates suggested the
development of the modern industry as a remedy for eradicating poverty. Moderate
popularized the concept of swadeshi as a means of promoting Indian initiatives.
They agitated for the reduction in land revenue and asked for a big change in the
existing pattern of taxation and expenditure. They urged the colonial government to
provide cheap credit to the peasants through agricultural banks and make available
large scale irrigation facilities. The moderates demanded improvement in the
condition of plantation labourers, abolition of salt tax and other taxes. They were
critical of the huge expenditure of the British government at the cost of people
oriented developmental work for the native people of India. On the army employed
in Asia and Africa.
6.4.2 Administrative reforms:
The Moderates demanded increasing Indianization of administrative services,
criticized the oppressive and tyrannical behaviour of the police and government
officials towards the common people, and demanded the separation of the executive
from the judiciary. The moderates opposed the official policy of disarming the
people. The moderates urged the government to undertake welfare activities
favouring the people. They emphasized the extension of medical facilities to the
people, the need for the spread of education, improvement of the public system and
demanded freedom of speech and abolition of press censorship.
6.4.3 Constitutional reforms:
The moderates suggested a step-by-step approach to attain self and responsible
government. They demanded the extension of the existing central and provincial
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legislative councils with a more significant number of non-official Indians and a reintroduction of the principle of election.
Along with this, they also demanded the widening of the powers of those Councils
and an increase in the management of the members to discuss the budget and to
question and criticize the day-to-day administration. The moderates achieved
success when the British government passed the new Indian Councils Act in 1892
AD. Act of 1892 increased the number of elected members; a few were indirect
elected. Members of the council were granted the right to speak on the budget.
6.5 ASSESSMENT OF THE MODERATES:
Later critics have pointed out that the Moderates did not achieve much success. The
Extremists criticized the programme of the Moderates as political mendicancy.
‘Lala Lajpat Rai wrote that after more than twenty years of futile agitation for
concessions and redress of grievances, they received stones in place of bread. One
of the serious charges against the moderates was their loyalty to the British crown
and the appreciation of the British fair play and sense of justice.
In the final analysis, it is said that the moderates achieved considerable success.
Their contribution in building a solid foundation of the Indian national movement
cannot be underestimated. The moderates were the most progressive section in
Indian society, and they were true patriots. They desired India's overall progress and
modernization and wished for the betterment of Indian culture. Gradualism and
constitutionalism were the guiding spirit of the moderates in those early years of the
national movement.
The moderates succeeded in creating a vast political awakening in-country and
arousing the feeling of belonging to one nation. They popularized the ideas of civil
liberty, democracy and rule of law. They also trained many political workers in the
art of modern politics. Despite their loyalty to the British crown, they exposed the
true character of English imperialism in India and blamed British rule for the
poverty of the Indians.It can be justly said that they stood for national progress in
economic, political and social sphere.

Weaknesses of the Moderates:
There were several weaknesses of the moderates as under:
a) The moderates lacked confidence in the masses. They came from the cities. They
were sympathetic towards the country's people but could not keep close contact
with them and incapable of any long land drawn struggle.
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b) The moderates felt that the masses were backward and stagnant and incapable of
any land drawn struggle. Moderate did not realize that a prolonged struggle against
colonial authority could only be waged through a mass movement.
c) The moderates apprehended that the British government would easily break the
Congress if they would lead a mass movement. Therefore, moderate did not
organize a mass movement on a large scale.
___________________________________________________________________
6.6 The Extremist Congress:
The other young group of nationalists in the Indian National Congress led by Lala
Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bipin Chandra Pal; was known as the
‘Extremist’ Congress. This group was highly critical of the ideology and
methodology of the Moderate leadership. They believed in a different programme
for the attainment of their demands. According to the extremists, the nationalist
ideas behind the Revolt of 1857 were not popularized by the moderates.

Lal- BAL Pal (Source – thebetterindia.com)
6.6.1 Extremism’s Ideological Basis
With their elitist background, the moderates failed in making any practical impact
on the masses. Under these circumstances, the extremists made their appearance on
the Indian political stage. There were several causes responsible for the rise of
extremists. We can study some of them as: a) The leaders who provided philosophical background to the rise of extremism in
the Indian national movement were Rajnarain Bose and Bankim Chandra Chatterjee
in Bengal and Vishnu Shastri Chiplunkar in Maharashtra. Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee’s call of patriotism and self-sacrifice created a stir, while Swami
Vivekananda, Tilak and Aurobindo Ghosh reminded the people of their glorious
past.
b) The famine and bubonic plague between 1896 and 1900 took a heavy toll on
human life. The government relief machinery was inadequate, slow-moving, and
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poorly organized. People faced poverty, starvation, disease and death. Hundreds of
thousands of people perished due to famine and illness.
c) According to Dadabhai Naoroji, British rule reduced India to material and moral
wretchedness. The Tariff and cotton Duties Act 1894 and 1896 contributed to the
growth of extremist ideas. The excise duty on Indian cotton Safeguard the
Lancashire textile industry. Unemployment became so acute that people lost their
faith in moderates. Indians were convinced that British rule aimed to exploit India
economically. Naturally, this discontent was responsible for the rise of the extremist
in Congress.
d) Following events from other countries contributed to the rise of extremism: 1) The emergence of Japan as a world power after the Meiji Revolution in
1868 proved that a backward country could become strong through its own efforts.
The defeat of Russia by Japan in (1904-05) infused a new spirit of self-confidence
among the Indians. If Asiatic Japan could defeat an European power like Russia,
India also could challenge the British Power in India.
2) The rebellion in China against the European imperialists in 1900, (Boxer
Rebellion),
3) The revolution in Iran in 1906,
4) The Turkish revolution and the unification of Italy.
e) The viceroy Curzon and his reactionary policies contributed to the rise of the
extremist movement in India. He considered that the primary objective of his
mission was to strengthen the roots of the British Empire in India. Lord Curzon
curtailed the number of Indians in the Calcutta Corporation and increased the
official control over the Indian universities in the name of reforms. Curzon spent
Indian money lavishly on foreign missions, the Delhi Durbar and the Tibetan
expedition. Curzon’s main action forcing the partition of Bengal against the will of
the people earned unpopularity and alienated the English educated classes from the
British rule.
6.6.2 Extremists in Action
The extremist leaders such as Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra
Pal and Aurobindo Ghosh advocated more vigorous agitation and mass action. The
extremists differed in ideology and moved from the moderates. Unlike the
moderates, the extremists did not want to reconstruct India in the image of the west.
They looked more to the history of India than to the west. The extremist leaders
accepted Swaraj as their political goal. It was their natural right and was to be
achieved at all costs.
The most famous leader among the extremists was Tilak. Tilak started a
school and founded two newspapers, the Maratha in English and the Kesari in
Marathi. By their fearless criticism of the government, both the newspapers attained
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great popularity. In 1890 AD, Tilak opposed the Age of Consent Bill because a
foreign authority had no right to interfere with Hindu religion and social matters. In
1893, he also sponsored the cow-protection movement. He reorganized the festival
of Ganapati and started the Shivaji festival to revive the spirit of adventure and
liberate the country from the foreign domination. Tilak advised the peasants to
withhold land revenues when their crops failed because of drought or famine. He
called for Swadeshi and boycott of British goods. The British arrested Tilak in 1897
and charged him with spreading hatred and disaffection against the government and
was sentenced to eighteen months of rigorous imprisonment.
The partition of Bengal in 1905 marked the beginning of the extremist
phase of the Indian National Congress. Lord Curzon issued an order on 26th July
1905 dividing the province of Bengal into two parts. A new province with the
Muslim majority was created consisting of East Bengal and parts of Assam with
Dacca as its capital. This province had a Muslim majority. The rest of Bengal,
including Bihar and Orissa, had the Hindu majority. Though administrative
efficiency and convenience were projected as the reason for the partition of Bengal,
Curzon’s policy was politically motivated. Curzon deliberately did this to reduce
the strength of Hindus and destroy their unity. Another purpose of the partition was
to create animosity between the Hindus and the Muslims of Bengal, thereby to
prevent any joint movement or action by both the communities against the British
rule.
6.7 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MODERATES AND EXTREMISTS
There were many things common between the ‘Moderates’ and the ‘Extremists’.
They also shared specific differences in political perspective and methods. Here, we
will deal with the differences between the Moderates and Extremists, culminating in
the Surat split in 1907 and how this affected the national movement.
Tilak remarked that the Old (Moderate) and New (Extremist) parties agreed that
appeals to the bureaucracy were useless. But the Old party believed in appeals to
the British nation; the New Party did not. Like the Moderates, Tilak also thought
that the industries had been ruined under British rule and wealth drained out of the
country, and Indians were reduced to the lowest level of poverty. But the way out
was not. Tilak affirmed ,through petitioning. The extremists believed that Indians
should have the key to their own house, and Self Government was the goal. The
New Party wanted the Indians to realize that their future rested entirely in their own
hands, and they could be accessible only if they were determined to be free. Tilak
did not want Indians to take to arms instead, and they should develop their power of
self-denial and self-abstinence in such a way as not to assist the foreign power to
rule over them. Tilak advised his countrymen to run their courts and stop paying
taxes when the time came. Tilak asserted, "Swaraj is my birthright, and I will have
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

19

it". The philosophical radicalism of Aurobindo went even further. According to
him, the existing condition of the Government in India suffered from corrupt
western influences. She must get rid of these conditions and seek refuge in her
superior civilization to escape it. The work of nationalism, he added, would be to:
i) win Swaraj for India so that the existing unhealthy condition of political life, full
of germs of the social and political malaise, which was overtaking Europe, might be
entirely and radically cured, and
ii) Ensure that the Swaraj, when gained, would be a Swadeshi Swaraj and not an
importation of the European variety.
From the preceding, it may appear that the extremists used much more vital
and sharper language, but as far as the goals were concerned, they were
substantially not very different from the moderates. The differences were related to
the methodology for achieving the goals. As referred to earlier, Gokhale in his
Presidential Address (Benaras, 1905) and Dadabhai Naoroji in his Presidential
speech (Calcutta, 1906) had respectively advocated self-government and Swaraj as
the goal of the Congress. Therefore, in his opinion, the movement for Swarajfound
its first expression in an outburst for swadeshi sentiment directed not merely against
foreign goods but foreign habits, dress, manners and education and sought to bring
the people to their civilization.
Despite these differences of attitude and emphasis mentioned above, the
controversy between the Moderates and the Extremists raged around the personality
of Tilak. Both Gokhale and Tilak hailed from Maharashtra -Poona. Tilak was
aggressive, as Orientalist who would use any stick to beat the government. He
wielded a mighty pen and exerted significant influence on public opinion through
his paper, the Maratha and the Kesari. Gokhale was gentle and soft-spoken. He had
beautiful mastery over Indian financial problems at his best in the Imperial
Legislative Council, bearing an expert in exposing the hollow claims of the
government. He was Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale (Mahanama Gokhale). He had
established at Poona 'Servants of India Society' intending to train a band of
dedicated workers who were expected to give their all to the service of the
motherland. The members of the Indian society had to take an oath of poverty had
to observe a strict code of conduct. They were given only a subsistence allowance
and had to perform hard duty. The differences between Tilak and Gokhale may be
traced back to an earlier period. There had been an intense clash of personalities at
Poona from the beginning of the nineties of the last century. A quarrel was ensured
between Tilak and G. G. Agarkar, although they had been co-workers in the Deccan
Education Society. Ultimately Tilak was pushed out of the society.
After that, there had been a constant tussle between the followers of Tilak on
the one hand and his opponents on the other. The opponents rallied around
Mahadev Govind Ranade and Gokhale, backed in Congress affairs by Pherozeshah
Mehta from Bombay. Gokhale enjoyed the support of the Congress establishment.
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As the moderates were losing their popularity and the extremists were capturing the
imagination of the country because of the growth of the new spirit, the conflict
between the two contending groups in Maharashtra and Poona also became more
pronounced. There was a ferment all over India. The newspaper The Bande
Mataram under Aurobindo was challenging the right of the British government to
rule India and the right of the veteran leaders to speak for India. Outside Bengal,
Tilak was the first to recognize the potential of the ferment in Bengal. The Partition
of Bengal was to him not so much a British blunder as an Indian opportunity to
build up strength. He extended support to the anti-partition movement and
encouraged the emerging extremist leaders in Bengal. Gokhale had seen this
alliance growing since the Benaras Congress (1905). This Tilak-Pal alliance caused
a deep concern not only to the government but also too many Congress leaders.
Tilak was regarded as a dissident, if not a rebel. Pherozeshah Mehta, D.E. Wacha
and the whole Bombay Group distrusted him since the controversies raging in the
1890s. The differences were partly temperamental. At least for 15 years, there had
been a cold war between the Congress establishment headed by Mehta on the one
hand and Tilak on the other.
___________________________________________________________________
6.8 Conflict and Surat Split in 1907
Personal rivalries intensified ideological differences among the leaders.
Pherozeshah Mehta, who was one of the stronger moderate leaders, was called into
active politics within the Congress (INC) by his moderate colleagues to help
counter the growing influence of BG Tilak. But Mehta, although a courageous and
effective leader, represented the worst form of elitism that the moderates stood
accused of; he was primarily responsible for the failure of the Congress
constitution, and his traditional ways came in for attack in Lal Mohan Ghosh’s
presidential speech in the 1903 Congress in Madras. But the 'Swadeshi movement'
infused a new enthusiasm into the Congress, especially in Bengal. Gokhale, liked
by most, presided over the 1905 Congress, where Moderate factions established
self-government as the target for the Congress agitation, praised Swadeshi in
guarded words and expressed grave doubts overusing boycott as a tool for agitation.
However, the moderates in Bengal showed themselves to be relatively more radical
as Surendra Nath Banerjee espoused 'swadeshi' and 'boycott' in all public meetings,
although his main rivals Aurobindo Ghosh and B. C. Pal became stridently militant
in their preaching and spoke of impending ‘revolution’. The latter had made
alliances with Tilak. The Calcutta Congress of 1906 also opened up a rift on
regional lines, as the influential moderates of Bombay did not much care for the
local issue of Bengal’s partition. Both moderates and extremists, Bengali delegates
had the boycott resolution passed amidst great pandemonium.
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On the one hand, the Surat Congress of 1907 saw a large turn-out as Tilak and the
Bengal extremists, on the one hand, and Pherozeshah Mehta had come with vast
bodies of delegates. This session ended in such shameful chaos that the police had
to take over the pandal. "Suddenly, something flew through the air – a shoe! – A
Maratha shoe! – reddish leather, pointed toe, sole studded with lead. It struck S. N.
Banerjee on the cheek; it cannoned off Sir P. Mehta. It flew, it fell, and as at a given
signal, white waves of turbaned men surged up the escarpment of the platform.
Leaping, climbing, hissing the breath of fury, brandishing long sticks they came,
striking at any head that looked to them moderate, and in another moment, between
brown legs standing upon the green baize table, I caught glimpses of Indian
National Congress dissolving in chaos.”
___________________________________________________________________
6.9 LET US SUM UP
After the foundation in December 1885 in Bombay, the Congress worked
continuously till the country's independence. The early leadership of the Congress
was represented by Dadabhai Naoroji, M.G. Ranade, P.M. Mehta, G.K. Gokhale
and many other leaders. These leaders were staunch believers in liberalism and
moderate politics. The Moderates did not aim at the complete freedom of the
country immediately. They felt that the country was not yet ready to make such a
demand.
The moderates aimed to consolidate the feeling of nationalism, bring more and
more people into the nationalist struggle, train people for political agitation, create
public interest in national questions, and fight for civil liberties such as freedom of
speech and association. The moderates demanded reforms such as reform in the
executive and legislative councils at the centre and the provinces; they opposed
economic imperialism, the destruction of Indian cottage industries, and demanded
large-scale British investments in Indian plantations and mines. They tried to
popularise the concept of Swadeshi. The moderate believed in constitutional
agitation, justice, and fair-mindedness of the British and their tradition of liberalism
and democracy. Hence, they sent their petitions and presented memorials in
dignified language to get their demands sanctioned. Besides petitions, they used
other techniques, public meetings, and vigorous writings in the nationalist press.
The moderates had some weaknesses as a lack of confidence in the masses. They
came from elite families. They sympathized with the masse but could not organize a
mass movement and struggle. The moderates were criticized by many people like
Lala Lajpat Rai, who said that after twenty years of agitation, the moderates
received stones in place of bread. However, the achievements of the moderates
were not so poor. They prepared the ground for the next phase and kept the Indian
National movement alive.
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• Moderate leaders in the Congress believed that British rule had been providential
for India and demanded greater participation for educated Indians in the colonial
government.
• Extremist leaders saw British rule as alien and unjustified and aspired to oust the
British from their position of power. They propagated a complete rejection of the
British and all colonial institutions.
• Moderate politics entailed agitation through constitutional means, which
exasperated extremist leaders since the colonial government remained unmoved by
it.
• Moderate leaders contributed one of the first critiques of colonialism as a system
of economic exploitation that became crucial for all kinds of anti-imperialist politics
in the future.
• Extremists used agitational techniques like the call for swadeshi, boycott and
passive resistance and would contemplate resorting to violence if the need arose.
There was a solid Hindu-revivalist and militant streak in their nationalist vision.
• Extremist leaders felt a growing resentment against moderates for their loyalist
politics, their alienation from the masses and the undemocratic functioning of the
Congress. The two factions split in Surat in 1907 on the issue of adopting more
extreme methods during the Swadeshi movement, this was a blow to the nascent
national movement which had just taken an united, organise form two decades
back.
___________________________________________________________________
6.10 KEYWORDS
Home rule: self-government
Ideological: based on or relating to a particular set of ideas or beliefs
Mendicancy: begging
Materialist: a theory or attitude that physical well-being and worldly possessions
constitute life's greatest good and highest value.
Split: divide into two
___________________________________________________________________
2.11 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS.
1. What were the defining elements of Moderate politics? What role did they
envisage for the masses in the nationalist movement?
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
2. Who were the Extremists? Critically assess their methods.
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
What were the difference between Moderates and Extremists within the
Congress?
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
3. Write a short note of the following:
i.
Dadabhai Naoroji
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
ii.

Kesari
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………

iii.

Surat Split
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………
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6.12 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISE
1. See section 2.3 & 2.4
2. See section 2.6 & 2.6.1
3. See section 2.7
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7.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After going through this topic, you will know about:
 What is the Swadeshi movement and what were the factors responsible for
the movement?
 The phases of the movement.
 The causes responsible for the fizzling out of the movement.
 The repercussion of the movement and its impact on the national struggle
for freedom.
7.1

INTRODUCTION

The Swadeshi Movement, 1905, was a by-product of the anti-partition movement
which was launched against the British decision to partition Bengal on religious
basis to thwart patriotism. It was an uncompassionate movement which dragged a
large scale of women, students, urban and rural population of Bengal and other
parts of India. They got actively indulged in politics for the first time. Right from
conservative moderation to political extremism, from terrorism to incipient
socialism, from petitioning and public speeches to passive resistance and boycott,
all had their origins in the movement. The movement also witnessed a sudden
breakthrough in Indian art, literature, music, science and industry. However, the
movement started as a cultural movement celebrating the rich harvest of history like
folk music, paintings, the culture of Bengal. Gradually, it got integrated with the
political upheavals that followed after the partition of Bengal.
7.2 FEATURES OF BENGAL
The province of Bengal under Lieutenant Governor Sir A. Fracer was an un-widely
territory of divorce population using various languages and dialects and differing
widely in terms of economic development. The administrative jurisdiction of Fracer
comprised of Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Assam. The separation of Assam from
Bengal in 1897 could not satisfy the cherished goal of Britishers for nullifying the
emerging national sentiment there. If Curzon had ever thought of separation on
linguistic basis, it would not have a debateable topic, but he held got it separated for
territorial readjustment of Bengal in early 1904.
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7.3 HISTORIOGRAPHICAL THOUGHT ON THE PARTITION OF
BENGAL
There was no escaping fact that the hidden agenda of partitioning Bengal was
political. As the Indian nationalism was gaining momentum in Bengal, it was
expected to weaken that spirit by partitioning it.
Curzon
In the view point of Curzon, the Viceroy (1899-1905), "it was to dethrone Calcutta
from its position as the centre from which the Congress Party is manipulated
throughout Bengal and indeed, the whole of India ‘the centre of successful intrigue
and divide the ‘Bengali Speaking Population’.
Risley
Risley, the Home Secretary to Government of India, said on 6th December 1909 that
"Bengal united in power, Bengal divided, will pull several different ways".
Minto
Lord Minto, Curzon’s successor, saw that it was a good political strategy and
argued from a political point is view alone, putting aside the administrative
difficulties of the odd province. He said "I believe partition to have been very
necessary".
The Indian Nationalists
The Indian nationalists could clearly see the design behind the partition and
condemned it unanimously. The fact is that, the idea of swadeshi was initially,
evidenced in the writings of early nationalists such as D. B. Naoroji, M.G. Ranade
and Bipin Chandra Pal who came in defence of the national economy against the
colonial exploitation. Krishna Kumar Mitra, in his newspaper Sanjivani highlighted
the ‘Economic Swadeshi’ and the prospects of national education.
• SurendranathBannerji called the Swadeshi Movement as a "protectionist
movement and it generated material prosperity of the masses.
• R.C. Majumdar opined that the Swadeshi Movement brought the realm of
the national movement from "theory to absolute practicality".
• Sumit Sarkar, a modern historian, observed that one of the remarkable
features of the Swadeshi movement was to ‘shape the life of the people’
which directed till 1947.
• Tilak called this movement as Bahishkar Yoga.
The anti-partition-cum- Swadeshi movement had begun from the womb of partition
which intended to;
i. Curb Bengali influence by not only placing Bengalis under two administrations
but by reducing them to a minority in Bengal itself as in the new proposed Bengal
proper was to have 17 million Bengalis and 37 million Odias and Hindi speaking
people.
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ii. Also, the partition was meant to foster another kind of division – this time on the
basis of religion. Trying to woo the Muslims, Curzon argued that Decca could
become the capital of the new Muslim majority province which would provide them
with a unity not experienced by them since the days of old Muslim Viceroys and
Kings.
7.4 PHASE-I, THE ANTI-PARTITION CAMPAIGN UNDER THE
MODERATES, 1903-05
In December 1903, the partition proposal became publicly known. The places of
East Bengal like Decca, Mymensingh and Chittagong etc. became the nerve centres
of protest. During this period, the leadership was provided by early liberals or the
moderates like Surendra Nath Banerjee, K. K. Mitra and Pritwish Chandra Ray. The
methods adopted by them were potitions to the Government through pamphlets,
meetings, memoranda and propaganda through newspapers like Hitabadi, Sanjibani
and Bengalee.
7. 4.1The Announcement of Partition
On 19 July 1905 the partition proposal became obvious. The extremist nationalist
understanding the weakness of the moderates needed a different kind of strategy.
Immediately after the announcement of partition spontaneous meetings were held in
mofussils as well as towns–Dinajpur, Pabna, Faridpur, Tangail, Jessore, Decca and
Birbhum and Banial.
On 7 August 1901 a formal proclamation of Swadeshi movement was made in a
meeting held at the Calcutta town hall. On that day the famous "Boycott
Resolution" was passed. The message of boycott of Manchester Cloth and
Liverpool Salt was given by the leaders like SurendraNath Banerjee and others.
On 16 October 1905 the partition proposal formally came into force, which was
celebrated as a day of mourning throughout Bengal. People of Bengal fasted, bathed
in the Ganges and walked barefooted in mass processions singing ‘BandeMataram’.
People also tied rakhis on each other’s hands, side-lining communal feelings, as the
symbol of unity of two halves of Bengal,the Hindus and Muslims .
Soon the movement which was confined in Bengal, spread out to other parts of the
country as well. The torchbearer of the movement were B.G. Tilak, LalaLajpatRai,
Ajit Singh, Chidambaram Pilai and Lala Lajpat Rai, Syed HaidarRaza, and Ajit
Singh. Tilak took the leadership in Poona and Bombay, whereas in Punjab it was
under LalalajpatRai and Ajit Singh. In Delhi it was under Syed Haidar Raza and in
Madras under Chidambaram Pilai.
7.4.2 The Congress’s Position
The INC meeting in 1905 under presidentship of Gokhale resolved two important
things.
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(i) To condemn the partition of Bengal and reactionary policies of Curzon and
(ii) To support the anti-partition and Swadeshi movement at Bengal.
The militant nationalist including Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal and
Aurobindo Ghosh were in favour of taking the movement to the rest of the country
and transferring it beyond the mere programme of Swadeshi and boycott to a fullfledged political mass struggle. The moderates, on the other hand, by and large,
were not yet favoured to go that far.
However, a big step forward was taken at the Congress Session held at Calcutta in
1906 under the presidentship of DadabhaiNaoroji, where it was declared that the
goal of the INC was self-government or like the UK or the Colonies.
7.5 PHASE-II, THE-ANTI PARTITION MOVEMENT UNDER MILITANT
LEADERSHIP, 1905-1908
The movement entered into the second phase when the Extremist acquired a
dominant influence over the Swadeshi movement in 1905. Three important reasons
may be summed up.
1. The movement under the moderate leaders failed to yield any substantial result.
2. The divisive polices of the British government had embittered the nationalists of
the east and the west Bengal.
3. The repressive measures adopted by the British government like corporal
punishment to the students participated in the movement, ban on singing of the
BandeMataram in the public places, restriction on the free association,
imprisonment of the Swadeshi leaders and the workers, censorship of freedom of
press etc.
7.5.1 The Extremist Programme, Constructive Swadeshi
Being enthusiastic by the declaration of the Calcutta Session (1906), the militant
nationalists within the INC gave a call for passive resistance in addition to
Swadeshi and boycott. This method of passive resistance included boycott of
government schools, colleges, services, courts, legislative, councils, municipalities,
government titles etc.
The militant nationalists tried to transform the anti-partition and Swadeshi
movement into a mass-based India’s struggle for independence. Aurobindo Ghose
declared that "political freedom is the life breadth of a nation".
By 1908 young elite nationalists turned to revolutionary nationalism as the militant
nationalism failed to bear any fruit. This revolutionary activity was not undertaken
by organized groups but by young men who would commit individual acts of
heroism in an
attempt to arouse others to emulate their example. Even they undertook ‘swadeshi
dacoities’ to raise funds for their agitation. Assassinations of British officials also
became the part of the activities. Physical and moral training were also imparted as
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a part of conspiratorial ‘secret societies’ that were operated through Akharas or
gymnasia since the 1860s and 70s. By the turn of the century, the societies
proliferated. For example, the Midnapur Secret Society, the AtmonnyatiSamitiand
the AnushilanSamiti(founded by PramathaMitra) were all founded in 1902. By 1905
the akharas mushroomed all over Bengal, imparting training youngsters in
revolutionary thought and action. Militant nationalists often dominated the working
of Swadeshi samitis, like those of Dacca and Midnapur. The torchbearer of the
militant theory were Barindra Kumar Ghosh, UpendraNathBanerji and
HemchandraKanungo. Revolutionary journals were also brought out frequently. In
1906, Aurobindo and Charuchandra Dutta started publishing the revolutionary
weekly called Yugantar. Young martyrs like KhudiramBos and PrafullaChaki
occupied special place of inspiration in the collective memory of the Bengal
population. One must remember, however, that militant nationalism in the period
between 1905 and1908 with a strong Hindu revivalist tone was visualized among
the elite young men of Bengal. While they tried to forge an alternative route to
freedom from the British, the nature of their movement evoked heavy repression
from the side of government. Nevertheless, revolutionary terrorism survived beyond
its humble roots in the Swadeshi movement, and continued as a distinct form of
nationalist agitation till the 1930s.
7.5.2 New Forms of Struggle
At the theoretical plane the militant nationalist put forward several new ideas and
programmes which were as follows.
i.
Boycott of Foreign Goods
In some ways, ‘constructive swadeshi’ followed from the more popular form of
agitation i.e., the boycott of British goods. It had a greater symbolic than real
impact on the use of British goods. The main targets were Manchester goods,
Liverpool salt and foreign sugar. While the boycott of sugar was a bit unsuccessful
and most other imports were marginally affected, sharp dip was noticed
conspicuously in the import of cotton cloth, apparel, tobacco and liquor. However,
1907 was also a period of depression in world trade against which we need to
qualify the evidence of a fall in imports. Boycott was carried on by strong volunteer
groups or the samitis which used picketing and social ostracism to enforce it. Its
success was sometimes limited because indigenous substitutes were not available in
adequate supply and they were often much more expensive than British goods.
For the first time the extremist agitation under Bipin Chandra Pal and Aurobindo
Ghosh propagated complete political independence and their agitational techniques
were directed towards decisively ending British rule in India. They used ‘passive
resistance’ as a method of struggle to ensure mass participation in the nationalist
agitation. Passive resistance meant an extension of boycott beyond British goods to
include the boycott of schools and colleges, law courts, government service and
legislative posts. According to Bipin Chandra Pal, it entailed a refusal to render any
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service to the British government. Passive resistance worked through the new
organizational format of the samitis that undertook active propaganda through
songs and theaters or jatrason religious festivals, magic lantern marches, social
work during epidemics and famines, the setting up of swadeshi crafts, schools and
arbitration courts, and social boycott of those who refused to heed their
exhortations.
ii. Public Meetings and Processions
In the second phase of the Swadeshi movement these emerged as a major methods
of mass mobilisation and new forms of popular expression.
iii. Volunteer Crops or the Samities
The Samities such as SwadeshBandhabSamiti of Aswini Kumar Dutta in Barisal
emerged as a popular and powerful forum of mass mobilization. These samities
helped generation of public political consciousness through magic lantern,
Swadeshi songs, physical and moral training to their cadres, social work during
natural calamities etc.
iv. Popular Festivals and Melas
Among the popular festivals, Tilak’s Ganapati and Shivaji festivals became the best
mediums of Swadeshi propaganda not only in western India but also in Bengal.
These fastivals became the means to reach out to the common masses.
v. Emphasis on Atma Shakti or Self-reliance
This connotes revival and re-assertion of national integrity, dignity, honour,
confidence and social and economic generation of local areas or the villages.
Literally, it included social reforms and campaigns against caste taboo, early
marriage, dowry system, consumption of alcohol etc.
vi. Emphasis on Swadeshi or National Education
The other aspect of the swadeshi programme was the building up of a parallel and
independent system of ‘national education’ which would use vernacular languages
or the languages of the common people, instead of English, as the medium of
instruction. Early nationalists had welcomed the spread of western education
through English. But the Swadeshi movement was more closely associated with an
extreme criticism of this system, because it neglected vernacular languages and
‘indigenous values’ in education. Some sections of the leadership attacked English
education because they believed it cultivated subservience to British authority in the
minds of students. Thus, the programme of ‘indigenous education’ was also tied up
with encouraging more radical forms of politics. Sometimes a critique of western
education took the form of a simplistic desire to return to the early ‘tools’ complete
with their system of caste restrictions within education. This was seen in the Hindu
HitarthiVidyalaya, 1845 and Satish Chandra Mukherjee’s BhagavatChatuspathi,
1895. Rabindranath’s Shanti Niketan had also started on similar revivalist lines, but
later broadened its vision and became Viswabharati, a progressive university.
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Bengal National College was established in 1905 with Aurobindo Ghosh as its first
Principal. For Tagore, educational reform was a crucial form of political activism in
itself, because it would ensure that the movement reaches the masses. On 15 August
1906, the National Council of Education (NCE) was set up to organise a system of
education – literary, scientific and technical on national lines and under national
control. A Bengal Institute of Technology was set up for technical education and
the education were imparted through vernacular languages. Similarly, the Indian
Institute of Oriental Art was founded in 1907.
vii. Swadeshi (Indigenous) Enterprises
As we see, after 1905, the concept of swadeshi got a fresh impetus. Volunteer
organizations or the samitis would promote swadeshi sales through shops,
exhibitions along the lines of the traditional Hindu melas and cost-price hawking.
The movement created an avenue for the revival of Indian crafts and it provided an
important stimulus to handloom-weaving, a sector which had been all but
destroyed.
• The flying shuttle loom was popularized through training centres.
• A partial revival of silk weaving in Murshidabad and Pabna was also
witnessed.
While Moderate leaders in their critique of colonial economic exploitation, had
envisaged a modern industrial growth trajectory for the country, revivalist trends
within the movement were derived out of a critique of the evils of the western
industrial model of growth and therefore rejected western-style development.
Instead, they encouraged building upon traditional forms of production – small
scale units based on family labour.
Amongst the larger-scale industrial enterprises, textile mills like the Mohini Mills
of Kushtia, The Calcutta Weaving Company, the Tripura Company etc. made
important contributions. Developments also took place in the leather industry as
Dr.NilratanSircar founded the National Tannery, where new technologies of tanning
were introduced. A number of consumer articles were developed in swadeshi
enterprises – soap, matches, cheap cigarettes, buttons, candles, paper and sugar, but
for machinery such industries had to depend on imported iron and steel, although
the beginnings of an iron and steel industry had been made in the Sibpur Iron
Works, in 1867. The focus soon shifted from industrial production to banking,
insurance and inland trade. The opening of the Bengal National Bank in 1908, the
National Insurance Company in 1906 and the establishment of the Bengal Steam
Navigation Company in 1905 by Muslim merchants, gave tremendous impetus to
the project of self-reliance advocated by the Swadeshi movement. However, while
the achievements of swadeshi were significant, it made only a marginal dent on the
hold of British capital, and didn’t even venture close to fulfilling the dream of selfsufficient industrial growth.
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7.6 IMPACT OF THE SWADESHI MOVEMENT
7.6.1 Writings
The Swadeshi movement helped imagine the nation as a cultural entity which would
then be transformed into a political movement against the British imperialist power.
In this regard the Bengali elite people strived hard to carve out a national political
identity. As it became clear that nationalism could only flourish after a complete
breach with the British had been achieved, this search invariably led some of them
to revive pre-British traditional religious or linguistic loyalties. Hence, this period
witnessed a dynamic intellectual and cultural efflorescence. This cultural upsurge
was reflected in various forms like literature, theatre, songs, poetry, and art. This
upsurge was also impregnated immensely with the tensions of the ages and a desire
to explore indigenous artistic and aesthetic traditions. For example;
• Rabindranath Tagore’s monumental novels like Gora and Ghare-Bairewere
seen as critical literary material to grasp the complexities of the age.
• Bengal's folk traditions and literary history was also revived. For instance,
Thakurmarjhuliof DakshinaranjanMitra Majumdar contains numerous fairy
tales.
• Historical and scientific research progressed. For example, Akshay Kumar
Maitra wrote biographies of Sirajoddoula and Mir Kasim. He also founded
the journal AitihasikChitraand the Varendra Research Society.
The nationalism of all hues took inscription from songs written by Tagore,
RajanikantSen, Dwijentralal Ray, Mukunda Das, Syed Abu Mohammad and others.
Tagore’s Amar Sonar Bangla became the national anthem of East Bengal,when it
became a separate country after 1971 .
7.6.2 Paintings
Indian art in the late 19th century came to be characterized by Victorian naturalism.
Artists like Abanindranath Tagore, Rabindranath Tagore and Nandalal Bose broke
the Western aesthetics by borrowing Japanese artists and exploring indigenous
Mughal, Rajput and Ajanta traditions. Nandalal was the first recipient of
scholarship offered by Indian Society of Oriental Art which was founded in 1907. A
lot of this art was also often overtly political in content.
7.6.3 Sciences
The scientific achievements of P. C. Ray and J. C. Bose became the source of great
patriotic pride among the Indians. They pioneered original research which was
praised the world over.
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7.7 EXTENT OF MASS PARTICIPATION
7.7.1Students
Students from schools and colleges came out in large numbers to propagate and
practice Swadeshi. They also took part in organising picketing of shops selling
foreign goods. But unfortunately, they were suppressed by imposing penalty, fine,
expulsion from school and colleges, beating etc.
7.7.2 Women
For the first time the Swadeshi movement had witnessed feminist content in its fight
against colonial hegemony. It broke the seclusion which reduced women to a mere
entertaining element. They actively participated in Swadeshi processions and
picketing.
7.7.3 Muslims
Some of the elite Muslims like Barister Abdul Rasul, LiaqatHussain, Buznare,
Maulana Azad participated in the movement. But most of the upper and middle
class Muslims kept themselves far away of it. For example, NawabSlimullah of
Decca supported the Partition proposal. Thus, the social base of the movement
included zamindars, students, women and lower middle classes in cities and towns.
Workers of Eastern Indian Railway also held a strike on the economic issue.
7.7.4 All India Aspect
It was Tilak who played a pivotal role in spreading the Swadeshi Movement outside
of Bengal and giving to it a pan-Indian hue ushering national consciousness.
7.7.5 Annulment of Partition
In 1911 it was decided to annul the partition of Bengal. The principal cause of this
was to curb the menace of revolutionary terrorism raising its head in Bengal itself.
That gave a great set back to the Muslim elite political leaders those whose
supported the partition proposal for the galvanization of their own interests. It was
also decided to shift the capital of India from Calcutta to Delhi as a sop to the
Muslims, as Delhi was a place of Muslim glory. But the Muslims were not happy
with this chunk of offering. Finally, Bihar and Orissa were taken out of Bengal and
placed under a single administration. Similarly, Assam was made a separate
province.
7.8 REASON OF FIZZLING OUT OF THE SWADESHI MOVEMENT
By 1908 the phase of open mass movement was almost done due to following
reasons.
 Unleashing of severe government repression on the Swadeshi
agitators.
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Lack of effective organisation or party structure and ideology.
Lack of leadership. The movement lacked leadership by 1908.
Aurobindo Ghose and Bipin Chandra Pal took political retirement.
Internal squabbles surmounted among leaders.
The movement was largely confined to the upper and middle class and
zamindars, but failed to reach peasantry.
Non-cooperation and passive resistance were reduced to a mere ideas.

7.9 LIMITATION OF THE MOVEMENT
7.9.1 Muslim Elite Politics
The more tragic result of Hindu revivalist politics was the alienation of
Muslims and aparalleldevelopment of revivalist and separatist movements
among them. Orthodox,revivalist trends in Islam represented by the Wahabis
and Deobandis were beingpreached by some maulvisand NawabSalimullah of
Dacca. SirSyed Ahmed Khan stood for a different sort of elite Muslim politics
which encouragedloyalism amongst educated Muslims to garner greater
employment in the colonialgovernment. Differential treatment meted out to
the elites of both communities by thecolonial government created a hostile
and competitive situation. The partition of Bengal,part of such divisive
politics practiced by the colonial state, held out the prospect of aMuslimmajority province where educated Muslims would enjoy greater privileges,
andthis idea appealed to some sections of the Muslim educated elite.
7.9.2 Gap between Elite and Masses
Sumit Sarkar in his workThe Swadeshi Movement in Bengal 1903-1908, gives
us a mostexhaustive historical survey of the Swadeshi movement. Also, his
arguments have come todominate most scholarship on the issue. One of issues
that Sarkar is preoccupied with isthe failure of the mass agitation to turn into a
full-fledged mass movement, of the kindwe see later under Gandhi’s
leadership. This difference in the success of massmobilization during
Swadeshi and under Gandhi is particularly interesting since manyGandhian
techniques of agitation were anticipated during the Swadeshimovement.What
stands out most, as an inadequacy in the movement, is the superficial
relationshipbetween the elite leadership and the masses. The early Moderate
leadership was almostaverse to mass participation in the nationalist
movement, and believed that theeducated elite were the ‘natural leaders’ of
society. Extremist leaders however, wantedto arouse mass support and
participation for their agitation, and fell out with theModerates over this issue.
In fact the success of techniques like boycott and passiveresistance was
predicated on mass participation. However, in spite of having
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developedeffective techniques, the Swadeshi movement could not transcend
its elite character, anextension of its elite leadership.
7.9. 3 Technique of Mass Agitation
The Swadeshileaders took to speaking and writing in vernacular languages,
leaders like Bipin Chandra Paland SurendranathBanerji toured throughout the
country to make speeches.Similarly, the samitis carried onconstructive social
work during the period of famine and epidemics – much of this was directedto
popularizing the movement amongst the masses. Virulent campaigns were
carried outboth in the English and vernacular press as well as through
periodical journals andpamphlets, where the issue of poverty was regularly
taken up for discussion by theintelligentsia that contributed to these. To reach
out to uneducated masses songs, plays,jatras, melas, patriotic festivals and
rites like raksha-bandhan were used to spread theswadeshi spirit. But most of
this cultural discourse was couched in a strongly Hindu revivalist vocabulary,
which, it was believed, would have greater appeal for stirring theimagination
of the masses. Bipin Chandra Pal, in the context of village-work,
said:“patriotism must be converted into a religion, with its own symbols,
images, vows andceremonies”.
7.9. 4 Alienation of Masses
Extremist leaders seem to have assumed that religious rhetoric would draw in
themasses while the ‘high’ politics of logical arguments about economic
issues would onlyappeal to elite groups. This supposition was possibly a
flawed one and what in factseems to have been missing in the leadership’s
vision of mass participation was anygenuine incorporation of the economic
grievances of the peasantry, and contact with thecountryside remained
confined to humanitarian work by samitis and national volunteers.While a
number of labour strikes in Bengal coincided and occasionally intersected
withthe Swadeshi movement, except for a few leaders like Aswini Kumar
Banerji, mostothers had, at best, a tenuous relationship with workers’ protests,
when they did notactively criticize them.The reason for this distance may be
sought in the fact that many Congress nationalistleaders themselves had
interests in land and industrial production, and focusing on thecondition of the
peasantry or labour would mean empowering them to recognize
therelationship of subservience they had with Indian employers or landlords
as well. Thetechniques of boycott and swadeshi also tended to alienate the
poor. Only the affluentcould set up swadeshi enterprises, and this discouraged
the emergence of a leadershipfrom amongst the masses. The boycott of
British goods meant that the poor were oftenforced to buy indigenous goods
which were far more expensive. Moreover, therecalcitrant were punished
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through social ostracism enforced through the use ofmechanisms of power
inherent in traditional caste hierarchies in the countryside.
7.9. 5 Sectarian animosity
Even though the theme of Hindu-Muslim unity was a small but constant part
of Swadeshithought, and many leaders spoke about its importance, the
growing distance betweenthe two communities in Bengal jarringly interrupted
the story of nationalist arousalduring the Swadeshi Movement. Not only was
the movement characterized by verylimited participation by Muslim elites, its
euphoria was tempered by sectarian riots thatbroke out in the countryside in
eastern Bengal.As mentioned earlier, references to orthodox religion remained
an important part ofSwadeshi propaganda, and the dominant symbols and
motifs used were Hindu ones,both as a mode of communication with Hindu
masses and to inspire national volunteers.Prayers were offered and swadeshi
vows were taken in temples, pundits or Brahminpriests were persuaded to
campaign for swadeshi and, as leaders of Hindu caste society,to show the way
by boycotting British goods used in religious ceremonies. The cult ofKali or
Bhowani and neo-tantric rituals became very important to maintain
hierarchicaldiscipline in revolutionary secret societies and to inspire the very
young volunteers. Atthe turn of the century, even Rabindranath Tagore was
guilty of critiquing British rulethrough a simplistic glorification of the
traditional Hindu samaj with its own distincthierarchy in the caste system.
After 1907, he modified these views sharply. Otherleaders like Hemchandra
Kanungo, Prithwicchandra Ray and Sibnath Sastri attacked the aspect of
Hindu revivalism in Swadeshi thought, especially the uncritical defence of the
regressive side of the traditional village samaj – caste, epidemics, famine, and
poverty.
7.9.6 An Assessment of the Swadeshi Movement
Despite all shortcomings orodds, the Swadeshi movement can be assessed
under following ways.
1. The movement threw up an entire gamut, of techniques that come to be
associated with Gandhian politics – non-cooperation, passive resistance
filling of British jails, social reform and constructive work but failed to give
a disciplined focus.
2. Students, women, urban and rural population participated. As the major
trend of national movement – conservation, moderation, extremism,
revolutionary terrorism, incipient socialism, prayer, petition, noncooperation, passive resistance emerged during the time.
3. It influenced art, literature, paintings, science and technology and industry.
4. It undermined the hegemony of colonial ideal and institutions.
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5. The future struggle was to draw heavily from the experience gained.
6. A heroic act was adopted by young Bengalis.The militant proceedings were
spearheaded by Yugantar group in Calcutta and Anushilan group in Dacca.
PrafullaChaki and Khudiram Bose, were hanged for their attempts on life of
British Magistrate Kingsford who escaped unhurt, AurobindoGhose was
arrested in 1908.
7.10 LET US SUM UP
The extremists over powdered moderates in number and power. The leader of the
extremist school of thought had also different perception of their goal. For Tilak
,Swaraj meant some sort of self-government, while for Aurobindo it means
complete independence from foreign rule. They had a revivalist and obscurantist
undertones. Tilak’s opposition to the Age of Consent Bill, his organising of
Ganapati and Shivaji festivals as national festivals, his support to anti-cow killing
campaigns etc. portrayed him as Hindu nationalist.
The social composition of the Swadeshi movement was such that it belies
easycharacterization on the basis of class. While sympathy from zamindars or
landlords wasmuch talked about, it was the mid-level tenure-holder who was more
active. Historian R.P. Dutt has argued that Swadeshi was reflective of the
grievances of the pettybourgeoisie, but Sarkar has shown that trading communities
and the industrialbourgeoisie were in fact indifferent or hostile to the movement.
The movement didbelong to the Bengali middle class, but this middle class had no
links with capitalistindustry or agriculture, unlike its British counterpart. The only
element that distinguishedthe early nationalist leadership was western education,
and consequently their attractionto nationalist ideology. The category of bhadralok
was therefore more of a socialcategory referring to men of education rather than a
particular class and yet they weremostly well-off. Their nationalist ideology was
one which sought to reach out to themasses, but its limitations were determined by
their class position, and that constitutedthe failure of the movement.In his
enormously influential monograph on the Swadeshi movement in Bengal,
SumitSarkar has argued that as the first nationalist mass-movement, Swadeshi was
clearly afailure. This is borne out by the fact that mass agitation had stopped by
1908, and anti-imperialist protest now took the form of revolutionary acts of
violence carried out bysmall groups of educated young men. Mass politics would
however reappear in a moreeffective way under Gandhi’s leadership in the 1920s.
In fact, Gandhi went onto reviveand give a new lease of life to tactics like noncooperation, passive resistance and civildisobedience that had been the backbone of
the Swadeshi movement. This may lead usto conclude that perhaps the sociopolitical context wasn’t ripe for a successful massmovement in 1905. One might
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even argue that the tactics and lessons learnt during theSwadeshi movement paved
the way for future successful mass politics in a later stage ofthe national movement.

7.11 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. What is Swadeshi movement? Discuss.
2. The Swadeshi movement was the by-product of the anti-partition movement.
Elucidate.
3. Discuss the causes and impact of the Swadeshi movement.
4. The Swadeshi movement created a pre-condition for the Gandhian mass
movement. Discuss.
7.12 SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Sumit Sarkar: SwadeshiMovement in Bengal,1903-1908
2. Swadeshi Movement in India A Study of South Assam (1905-1911) by
Suparna Roy.
3. Swadeshi and Swaraj: Bipin Chandra Pal.
4. India’s Struggle for Independence: Bipan Chandra, Mridula
Mukherjee, Aditya Mukherjee, Suchita Mahajan and K.N. Panikkar.
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UNIT-8: GROTH OF REVOLUTIONARY
NATIONALISM UPTO 1919
Course Structure
8.0 Learning Objectives
8.1 Introduction
8.2. Factors Responsible for the Rise of Revolutionary Nationalism
8.3. Revolutionary Programs
8.4 Revolutionary Activities in India
8.4.1 Bengal
8.4.2 Maharashtra
8.4.3 Punjab
8.5 Revolutionaries Abroad
8.5.1 Revolutionaries in London
8.5.1 Revolutionaries in Germany
8.5.2 Revolutionaries in Afghanistan
8.5.3 Revolutionaries in America
8.5.4 The Berlin Committee
8.5.5 Revolutionaries in Singapore
8.6 Let us Sum Up
8.7 Check Your Progress
8.8 Suggested Reading

“The ultimate object of the revolutionaries is not terrorism but revolution and
the purpose of the revolution is to install a National Govt.”
- S.C. Bose
“Will you not see the writing that these terrorists are writing with their blood?”
-M. K. Gandhi
8.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After reading this unit the learner will know about the Various factors responsible for the Rise of Revolutionary Nationalism
 Revolutionary Activities in India
 Revolutionaries Abroad
 Impact of Revolutionaries in Indian freedom struggle
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8.1 INTRODUCTION
The first phase of Revolutionary nationalism, 1907-1917, was the byproduct of the rise and growth of militant nationalism in India. The trend took a
more virulent form after the fallout of the Swadeshi and boycott movement of
19011. The methods they adopted was as opposite to the Gandhian principle of
non-violent and non-cooperation. Individual heroism and self-sacrifice were
given greater importance too. These revolutionaries, often dubbed as terrorist by
the British Scholars, have put many scholars of modern India under dilemma
and controversy. The Britishers, however, described the revolutionaries as
bandits and murderers.
8.2

FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RISE OF
REVOLUTIONARY NATIONALISM

1. After the decline of the open Swadeshi movement the younger nationalist
tried to find out a channel to venting out their Patriotic energies. They looked
for an alternative way to shape their agony.
2. In a big way they were also disillusioned with the extremists who failed to
create an effective organization to tap their revolutionary zeal.
3. The youth belonging to this school of thought found the avenue of peaceful
political protest closed under government repression.
4. Failure of Constitutional Reforms (the Indian Council Act of 1892) was
another cause for the rise of the militant nationalism. On this Act B.G.Tilak
remarked “Political rights will have to be fought for. The moderates think
that these can be won by Persuasion. We think that they can only be
obtained by strong pressure”.
5. When a bubonic plagued the whole of Bombay in 1897 coupled with a
severe famine, the British Government kept busy himself with celebration
the Diamond Jubilee celebrations of Queen Victoria.
6. The writings of economic nationalists such as Dadabhai Naroji, R. C. Dutt,
Dineshaw Wacha proved that poverty was largely due to the deliberate
Policy of the British Govt.
7. Similarly other factors such as defeat of Italians at a odwa, victory of Japan
over Russia, the Young Tunk Movement, anti-Indian policy of Lord Curzon
may be summarized under the heading of the cause of the rise of militant
nationalism.
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8.3

i)
ii)
iii)

REVOLUTIONARY PROGRAMS

The Revolutionaries had some shorts programme. Though this trend had a long
past but they did not consider it wise to start an all-out mass revolution as early
as the beginning of the 20th century. They also tried to subvert the loyalties of
the British armies. They opted to follow the footsteps of Russian nihilists and
lrish nationalists. This methodology involved the following activities.
Individual heroic actions including murdering unpopular British Officials,
traitors, informers.
Conducting dacoits to raise funds.
Making military conspiracies with help of the enemies of Britain.
The basic intention of this groups was to strike terror in the heart of rulers and to
arouse people against the British authority. The extremists failed to,
ideologically, counter the revolutionaries as they did not highlight the difference
between a revolution based on activity of masses and one based on individual
violent activity, thus, allowing the individualistic violent activities to take root.
8.4

REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES IN INDIA

During that time one section believed that murdering British officials could,
paralyze the govt. While other section believed in an armed conflict with the
help of Indian Soldiers and the foreign countries who were hot enemies of
British allies.
Followings are the brief survey of revolutionary activities in India and Abroad
before World War-1.
8.4.1. Bengal
By 1870 s Calcutta’s Student Community was honeycombed with secret
societies but not active. Anusilan Samitis were the first revolutionary groups
which were organized in 1902.
i. The Anusilan samiti of Midnapore under Jnanendra Nath Bose in
Midnapore.
ii. The Anisilan samiti of Calcutta under Promoth Mitter, Barindra Kumar
Ghose (younger Brother of Aurobindo Ghose) Bhupendra Nath Dutta
(younger brother of Vivekananda), Pulin Das and Jatindranath Banerjee.
Besides, there was Swadesh Bardhav Samiti which was founded by Aswini
Kumar Dutt in 1905 in Barisal.Other revolutionary organizations were Surida
Samiti of Mymensingh, Brati Samiti of Faridapur, and Sadhana Samiti of
Mymensingh.
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Activities of the Revolutionary Organizations
Their activities were confined initially to physical and moral training of
members. Their work was not significant till 1907-08. In 1906, an inner circle of
the Calcutta Anusilan samiti under the leadership of Barindra Kumar Ghose and
Bhupendra Nath Dutta started publishing a weekly called the Yugantar. After
severe police brutality on the participants of the Barisal Conference in April
1906, the Yuganter wrote “The remedy lies with the people. The 30 crore people
must inhabiting India must raise their 60 crore hands to stop this curse of
oppression. Force must be stopped by force”.
The Anusilan Samiti published two important books—Bhavani Mandir
in 1905 which details plan for establishing center of revolutionary activities and
Vartaman Rajniti in 1907, defined modern means of ware fare. Besides, in 1907
the Yuganter group conducted an abortive action on the life of Mr. Fuller, the
unpopular Lt. Governor of east Bengal and Assam. In 1907 this group attempted
to derail the train which was carring Liutenant Governor Mr. Andrew Fraser.
Hemachandra Kanungo was one of the most popular revolutionaries to go
abroad for military and political training from a Russian emigree in Paris. After
his return in 1908, he opened a religious school-cum-bomb factory in Maniktola,
Calcutta. On 30 April 1908, Prafulla Chaki and Khudiram Bose killed Kennedy
but their target was Kinsford, a sadistic British magistrate of Muzaffarnagar,
who escaped unhurt. Prafulla Chaki shot himself dead, while Khudiram Bose
was tried and hanged.
Barinder Kumar Ghose and Aurobindo Ghose were arrested and tried in
connection to the Alipur bomb Conspiracy case variously known as Maniktola
Conspiracy case or the Muraripukur Conspiracy case. They were charged with
high treason and punishable with death by hanging. Chittaranjan Das defended
Aurobindo and finally, he was acquitted of all charges. Barindra Ghose, the
head of the secret society and Ullaskar Dutta, the maker of bombs were awarded
with death penalty which was later commuted to life sentence. Narendra
Goswami who was acting as the Crown’s witness was shot dead by
Satyandranath Bose and Kanailal Dutta.
In 1909, the public prosecutor was shot dead in Calcutta. In February
1910 a deputy superintendent of police was also shot dead by the
revolutionaries. In 1908 the Barrah Dacoit was organized by the Daca Anusilan
samiti under Pulin Das to raise funds for the activities. In 1912, Rasbihari Bose
and Sachin Sanyal made a bomb attack on the Viceroy Hardinge while entering
the new capital of Delhi in a procession. Basant Kumar Biswas, Amir Chand and
Avadh Behari were convicted and executed for their conspiracy but Rashbihari
Bose evaded the arrest by escaping in disguise.
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The western Anusilan samiti was under the leadership of Jattin
Mukherjee or Bagha Jatin. He revitalized the links between the central
organization in Calcutta and other places in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.
During the W.W.-I the Yuganter group arranged to import Geman arms through
the revolutionaries abroad. Jatin asked Rashbihari Bose bring about an all India
insureection what has come to be called the German plot or the Zimmerman
Plan. They organized many taxicab dacoits and boat dacoits to raise funds so as
to work out the Indo-German conspiracy. It was decided to organize an uprising
by gurrila force and to seize the Fort William. Unfortunately, the plan was
leaked out. Police located Baghajatin in Balasore who was waiting for the
delivery of German arms there. In a gun-fight Bagha Jatin was shot dead in
Balasore in September 1915. The clarion call “we shall die to awaken the
nation” of Bagha Jatin remained immortal till today.
Finally, the revolutionary movement emerged as the most substantial
legacy of the Swadeshi movement in Bengal. But an over emphasis on the Hindu
kept the Muslims aloof. It encouraged a quixotic heroism. Though it was limited
to upper class or elite class educated people but it had a dep impact on the forth
coming national movement. At the end it could not withstand the weight the
state repression.
Activities
 On 1907 the Yugantar group made an abortive attempt to kill Sir
Fuller, the first Lt. Governor of Eastern Bengal at Assam.
 On 1908 Praffulla chaki and Khudiram Bose threw a bomb at a
Carriage of Kingsford, the Judge at Muzaffarnagar.
 Prafulla Chaki shot himself dead while Khudiram Bose was tried and
hanged.
 Aurobindo and Barindra were tried in the Alipore Conspiracy case in
1908.
 In 1908 Madan Lal Dhingra killed Curzon Wyllie in London.
 In 1910 a Dy.SP was killed.
 In 1908 Barrah Dacoity was organized under Pulin Das of Dacca
Anusilan Samiti.
 In 1915 Jatindra Nath Mukharjee or Bagha Jatin was wounded and
died.
 In 1912 unsuccessfully a bomb was thrown on Governor General
Lord Hardinge by Rash Bihari Bose and Sachin Sangal. Rash Bihari
Bose escaped to Japan in 1915.
 Newspaper and Journals advocating revolutionary activities were –
Sandhya, Yugantar in Bengal, and Kal in Maharastra.
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8.4.2. Maharashtra
According to Dr. R. C. Majumdar was the first revolutionary in
Maharashtra Organized Ramosi Peasant Force by Vasudev Balwant Phadke in
1879. Which aimed to get rid the Country of the British by an armed revolt and
to raise funds through dacoities. Unfortunately, it was suppressed by the colonial
state. In 1890s, Tilak propagated a spirit of militant nationalism through two
festivals--the Ganapati andShivaji festivals and through two journals--Kesari
andMaratha.His two important disciples were Damodar Hari Chapekar and
Balkrishna Hari Chapekar. The Vyayam Mandal, a secret society was organized
by these Chapekar brothers. They murdered Rand, the plague commissioner of
Poona and Lt. Ayerst in 1897. Damodar Chapekar was hanged but Balkrishna
Chapekar was sentenced to Death. In 1899, V. D. Savarkar organized the Mitra
Mela, a secret society. In 1904, it merged with the Abhinav Bharat Sabha (after
Mazzini’s Young Italy). In 1909, Anant Lakshman Kanhare, a member of the
Abhinav Bharat Sabha, murdered A. M. T. Jackson, the collector of Nasik.
Britishers, after proper investigation found that it was V.D. Savarkar who was
the mastermind of all revolutionary activities in Maharastra. Savarkar was
arrested and transported for life.

i.
ii.
iii.
Iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

viii.

Activities
Mitra Mela was (a society) established by Savarkar brothers in 1899.
Mitra Mela merged with Abhinav Bharat in 1904. (After Mazzini’s Young
Italy).
Branches of the Abhinav Bharat were opened in Poona, Bombay, M.P. and
Karnataka.
On 1906 Damodar Savarkar went to London for higher Education. But he
tried to send fire arms from there.
In 1909 Ganesh Savarkar, Savarkar’s brother was exiled for lite.
On 1909, four accused were sentenced to death for the murder of Mr.
Jackson, the District Magistrate of Nasik (Anant Laxman killed him).
Damodar was brought to India along with seven others and were put in
Nasik conspiracy case 1909. Soon after Pune, Bombay, Nasik, Bessein,
Kolhapur became the centre of manufacturing of Bombs.
On 1908 Tilak was sentenced to 6 years transportation in the famous
Kolhapur bomb case.

8.4.2. Punjab
The revolutionary movementin Maharashtra and Bengal had its impact in
the Punjab too. Extremism was fuelled by famines, land revenue, irrigation tax,
Practice of beggar by Zamindars and the events of Bengal. In 1904. J. M.
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Chatterjee formed a secret society in Saharanpur, Punjab. The society included
great revolutionaries like Lala Hardayal, Sufi Amba Prasad and Ajit Singh
(Uncle of Bhagat Singh). Lala Lajpat Rai brought out a paper called the
Punjabee. Similarly, Ajit Singh organized Anjuman-i-Mohiban-i-Watan in
Lohore with its mouth piece Bharat Mata. Other leaders of the Bharat Mata
Societywere Aga Haidar, Syed Haidar Raza, Bhai Paramand, and Lalchand
‘Falak’ a radical Urdu poet.
Extremism in Punjab died out after 1907. In the same year the
government also put ban on the political gatherings. Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit
Singh were deported in connection of a riot at Lahore and Rawalpindi in 1907.
By the end of 1913, Rashbihari Bose with cooperation of Bagha Jatin wanted to
raise an armed struggle of 1857 type and extending this Bengal plan to Punjab
and other parts of the country. But the plan could not bear any fruit. Rashbihari
Bose escaped to Japan in 1915 and later on he became an instrumental in
founding the Indian National Army.
8.5. Revolutionaries Abroad
Abroad

(i) London

(ii) America

(iii) Germany

(iv) Afghanistan

8.5.1 Revolutionaries in London
The need for Shelter, the possibility of bring out revolutionary Literature that would
be immune from press Acts, and quest for arms took Indians abroad.
Shyamji Krishna varna,who had been settled down there after the murder of Rand
1897, founded the India Housein London in 1905. It was just like Indian Home
Rule Society in London. The India House became and nucleus of Indian
revolutionaries abroad. It was a centre for Indian students there to offer scholarship
to drag revolutionary students from India. It had its mouth piece the Indian
Sociologist. Some of the members of the India House wereV.D. Savarkar and Lala
Hardayal, Madam Vikaji Cama, Madan Lal Dhingra, and Sadar Singh Rana.
Madan Lal Dhingra assassinated Curzon Wyllie in 1909. Madan was hanged after
found guilty in this case. Savarkar also established the Abhinav Bharat in London
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in 1906. In 1910 Savarkar was extradited and transported for life in the Nasik
Conspiracy case. Soon London became too dangerous for the revolutionaries there.
8.5.2 Revolutionaries in Germany
During the W.W-I (1914-1919, the help form the German was Sought by Indian
revolutionaries in order to Create antiBritish propaganda. German entrusted this
task toChampakram Pillai, a young Tamil revolutionary and the president of
theinternational pro– India committee in zurich. He had established Indian
Nationalist party at Berlin with Hardayal as a member. Madam Vikaji Cama, a Paris
revolutionary and who had contact with the French revolutionary, brought out
Bande Mataram.Madam Vikaji Cama had attended the International Socialist
Congress, Stuggert along with S. C. Rana. Madam Cama was the first Indian to
unfurled the tri colour flag – Red, Green and Yellow—in Germany. Another
organization called Indian Independence was established by Lala Hardayal and
Birendra Chattopadhyaya in 1914. It was decided the Muslims in Iraq. Iran and
Afghanistan would rise in revolt.
8.5.3 Revolutionaries in Afghanistan
Mahendra Pratap, led an Indo-German mission to Afghanistan. He established
Indian Independence League and Government in 1915. But the Conspiracy was
disclosed by a traitor named Kripal Singh and it failed. Persons got arrested and
punished in his famous Lahore Conspiracy Case.
8.5.4 Revolutionaries in America
The revolutionaries wanted to utilize the opportunity to liberate the country from
the British yoke. The Indian revolutionary activities were carried out through the
Ghadar Party in North America, the Berlin Committee in Europe and some
activities by the Singapore Committee.
The Ghadar Movement
The Ghadar party was a revolutionary group organized around a weekly newspaper
The Ghadar with its headquarters at San Francisco and branches along the US coast
and in the Far East.
The Pre-Ghadar Movement
These revolutionaries included many ex-soldiers and peasants who had migrated
from the Punjab to the USA and Canada in search of better employment
opportunities. They were based in the US and Canadian cities along with the
western Pacific Coast. The pre-Ghadar revolutionary activity had been carried on
by Ram Das Puri, GD Kumar, Tarak Nath Das, Sohan Singh Bhakna and Lala Har
Dayal who lived there in 1911. They founded “Swadesh Sevak Home” at
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Vancouver and United India House at Seattle for carrying out their activities.
Finally, the Ghadar was established.
The Ghadar Programme
The programme of the Party was to organize assassination of unpopular British
officils, to publish revolutionary and anti-imperialist literature, to work among
Indian troops stationed abroad, to procure arms and bring about a simultaneous
revolt in all British colonies.
Leadership
The moving sprits of the part were Lala Hardayal, Ramachandra, Bhagwan Singh,
Kartar Singh Saraba, Barkatullah and Bhai Paramananda. They intended to bring
about a revolt in India. Their plans got encouragement due to the Kamagatamaru
incident and the out break of the First World War.
The Kamagatamaru Incident
The Kamagata Maru was the name of a ship which was carrying 370
passengers of--Sikh, Punjabi and Muslim--from Singapore to Vancouver. But they
were returned back by the Canadian authority. The ship, without getting any way,
anchored in Calcutta in September 1914. The inmates refused to board the Punjab
bound train. Thus, a conflict started in which about 22 people died in Budge Budge,
Calcutta.
Being inflamed by this the Ghadarites decided to launch a violant attack on
the British government in India. Kartar Sing and Raghubar Dayal Gupta left for
India and contacted with Rashbihari Bose and Sachin Sanyal were asked to take the
leadership. Political dacoits were committed to raise fund. For example, the Punjab
political dacoit was organized in January 1915. They also raided moneylenders,
destroyed the debt records etc.
The Ghadarites fixed 21 February, 1915 as the date for raising an armed
revolt in different places like Ferozpur, Lahore and Rawalpindi garrisons. The plan
was leaked out and the state armed with the defence of India Act disbanded the
organizations, arrested the leaders and deported them to unknown destinations.
About 45 persons were hanged. Rashbihari Bose fled to Japan while Sachin Sanyal
was transported for life.
An Evaluation of the Ghadar Pary
Here the defence of India Act passed in 1915 armed the government with severe
repressive measures. There was large scale detension without trial. Despite this the
achievements of the Ghadar Pary can not be pushed into a bay. It preached militant
nationalism with secular approach. But politically or militarily it failed to achieve
its goal because of the lack of the organized revolt and sustained leadership. It also
lacked financial, ideological as well as tactical strategic.
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8.5.5 The Berlin Committee
The Committee was founded in 1915 by Birendranath Chattopadhyay, Bhupendra
Nath Dutta, Lala Hardayal and other German officers under the Zimmerman Plan.
The aim of the Committee was to mobilize the Indian settlers abroad to send
volunteers and arms to India to initiate rebellion in India to liberate British India.
Similarly, the Indian revolutionaries in Europe to send mission to Baghdad, Persia,
Turkey and Kabul to work among the Indian Prisnors of War (POW). One mission
under Maharaja Pratap Singh was sent with a band of followers including
Barkatulla, Obaidulla Sindhi was sent to Kabul to organize a provisional Indian
Government there with the help of Afghan prince Amanulla.
8.5.6 Revolutionaries in Singapore
In February 1915 a mutiny was started in Singapore by Punjabi Muslim and 36th
Sikh battalion under Chisti Khan, Abdul Gani and Daud Khan. It was crushed
severely in which many persons were killed.
8.6 LET US SUM UP
There was a temporary respite in the revolutionary activities after the first W.W. -I
when the prisnors of war were released the Defence of India Act and when there
was an atmosphere of conciliation after the Montagu-Chelmsford Act, 1917 and the
coming of Gandhi on the political scenario.
8.7. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Write a Note On Factor responsible for Revolut6ionary movement.
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
2. Discuss about the Revolution activitries in India.
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
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3. Briefly discuss about the Ghadar Movement and Lala Hardayal .
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………

8.8 SUGGESTED READING
1.

Sumit Sarkar, Modern India, 1885-1947, Macmillan.

2.

Bipan Chandra and others, India’s Struggle for Independence, Penguin.

3.

Ishita Banerjee Dube, A History of Modern India, Cambridge.

4.

Sashi Tharoor, An Era of Darkness, Aleph Book Company.

5.

Ramchandra Guha, India after Gandhi, Macmillan.

6.

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, From Plassey to Partition, Orient Black swan.

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

51

