BACHELOR OF ARTS IN
HISTORY (BAHI)
BAHI-14
HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE- II
(C.1880-1939)

Block-II:

The Crisis of Feudalism in Russia and
Experiment in Socialism

UNIT-1:
UNIT-2:
UNIT-3:
UNIT-4:

EMANCIPATION OF SERFS
REVOLUTIONS OF 1905
BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION OF 1917.
PROGRAMME OF SOCIALIST
CONSTRUCTION.

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

BAHI-14: HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE II (C.1880-1939)
BLOCK-1I: THE CRISIS OF FEUDALISM IN RUSSIA
AND EXPERIMENT IN SOCIALISM

Writer:

Dr. Trilochan Pradhan
Reader,
Department of History,
Attabira College, Attabira
Editor:

Dr. Pravat Mallick

Associate Professor (Retd)

Department of History
Government Autonomous College, Rourkela
Coordinator:

Dr. Subodha Mendaly

Academic Consultanat,
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Material Production:
Prof. Manas Ranjan Pujari
Registrar,

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
(cc) OSOU, 2022. The Crisis of Feudalism In Russia And Experiment In Socialism is
now available under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licences/by-sa/4.0

Printed by:

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

UNIT 5 – EMANCIPATION OF SERFS
Structure:
5.0 Learning Objectives
5.1.1 Introduction
5.2.1 Serfdom in Russia
5.2.2 Condition of the Serfs
5.3.1 Emancipation of Serfs
5.3.2 Role of Tsar Alexander -II
5.3.3 Edict of Emancipation
5.3.4 Result of the Emancipation
5.4 Other Reforms of Alexander -II
5.5Check your Progress
5.6 Let us Sum Up
5.7 Key Words
5.8 Answer to Check Your Progress Exercise

5.0. LEARNING OBJECTYIVES
After reading this unit you will be able to understand about






Condition of Russia during Feudal period and challenges to Feudalism
Condition of Serfdom and need of liberation of Serfs in Russia
Role of Alexander- II and Emancipation of Serfs
Results of the Emancipation
End of Feudalism and bringing of the modernization of Russia

5.1 INTRODUCTION:
The Russian Socio-economic structure was backward up to 19th century. In fact,
theTsardomwas influenced by Russian orthodox religion and absolute monarchy
had made Russia more feudal in nature. Feudal Russia under the Tsardom had no
scope for Transition. In addition to that Russia’s minimum contact with Europe and
its mainstream European culture and politics was hardly possible for any change in
her internal structure similar to that of Europe.
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But instances are there, which created grounds for certain changes in feudal
structure of Russia under the influence of Europe. Such developmentmay be
considered as challenge to the existing feudal order. Peter, the Great (1682-1725)
made a secret visit to Western Europe, known as ‘Grand Embassy’ along with 200
servants and 55 boyars in 1697 to learn about the European customs and Industrial
techniques. The objectives behind the visit was to make Russia strong like those of
European nations. After return from Europe, he took Church under the state control
and westernized the Nobility. He also modernized the army on European model by
introducing training and improving the weapons. He introduced heavy taxation,
thereby made absolutism more strong. Then the reign of Catherin -II (1729-1796)
was the period of enlightened despotism inspired by the enlightenment of Europe.
She followed the policy of religious tolerance, encouraged education and foreign
books. She also allowed freedom of speech with certain limitation. But she failed to
introduce economic and political reforms like European monarchs.
But, the period of Nicholas- I (1825-1855) was something different, who preserved
the tradition of conservation and autocracy during his reign. Being a convinced
Slavophil, he promoted Russian nationalism in culture and polity. He strongly
checked the flow of European liberal and national outlook in Russia.
However, the period of Alexander-II (1885-1881) marked the beginning of the
process of modernization of Russia. Alexander- II himself was convinced of the
need of military, economic and civil reforms. The first step on the path of reform
was abolition of Serfdom, which earned him fame.
The defeat of Crimean war (1854) had already exposed the weakness of Russian
autocracy. Then the reform program of Alexander and emancipation of Serfs
proved as crisis of feudalism in Russia. Thus, it created a ground for internal
reconstruction and modernization of Russian economy and society.
5.2.1

SERFDOM IN RUSSIA

The Russian economy was primarily dependent on agriculture where nearly 9/10th
of the arable land was under the control of the imperial house and nobility
consisting 1, 40,000 families. The rest of the land was owned by the private
landlords, the Church and other institutions. The cultivable land was generally
divided into innumerable large estates, which were tilled by the millions of Russian
cultivators known as Serfs. There were 45 million of Serfs in Russia constituting
about half of the population.
The feudal agricultural economy and prevalence of Serfdom until 1861 was a major
factor for the economic backwardness of Russia. In reality, the tradition of reaction
and autocracy of Tsardom was major support to such feudal economy and
backwardness. The complex demography of Russia having 60 nationals and 100
different languages with many racial groups- Slavs, Europeans, Middle Easterners
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and Asiatic people had added another trouble for Russian growth. In such situation
of economic stagnation, moral degradation of serf-holding classes, reaction of Serfs,
demands for reforms and constant fear of revolt had created sufficient grounds for
internal reconstruction.
5.2.2 CONDITION OF THE SERFS
The condition of the Serfs was very miserable in Russia. They were exploited by
their masters in various forms and ways such as obligation for military service,
heavy taxation, forced labor, oppressive dues, punishment and extortion for
disobedience etc. They didn’t have right to acquire or dispose of property. Each
Serf had to work for his master compulsorily for three days in a week. The rest four
days, he could work for his livelihood. They used to live in small villages and
worked from morning to evening in the field of their masters. The Serf were
controlled and paid by the village Mir or the village community for cultivating the
lands of the land owners and Nobles. The Mir was an elected local council
consisting of village elders. The condition of the Serfs in general depended on the
character and views of their owner. However, the condition of the Serfs cultivating
imperial land was better in comparison to the Serfs of the private land owners.
The Serfs were not slaves, liable to be sold separately. As they were attached to the
land so they passed to the new owner in case of sale of land by the owner. But in
general the Serfs were not allowed to leave the land or change their owner without
permission of the owner. The condition of Serfs in Russia was more miserable than
the peasants of France before 1789, but their condition was not similar to that of the
Slaves of America before 1865. However, the land owners of Russia had practically
unlimited rights over their Serfs.
The Serf had no right to redress for their exploitation and torture against their
masters even at the face of maximum cruelty and intolerable condition.The Russian
law (1649) thatempowered a land owner, “to impose upon his Serfs every kind of
labor, to extract monetary dues and personal services from them” The owner could
sell them as he desire, transport them to Siberia or send them as recruits to the
army. The land owners in this way controlled the work and life of the Serfs living
on their land. The purpose of granting such privileges and rights to the land owners
was to make the land owners and Nobles more loyal to the Tsar and Tsardom.
5.3.1 EMANCIPATION OF SERFS
Soon after coming to the power in 1855, Tsar Alexander II realized the need of
internal reconstruction of Russia. He found the Serfdom became an explosive
condition, a major concern for economic stagnation and social degradation of
Russian life. He decided to tackle the problem from its very root. The process
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involved many socio-economic processes, which began in 1856 and completed in
1886. Finally, he abolished Serfdom, which made nearly 35 million of Serfsfree.
Serfdom was not found elsewhere in pre-modern Europe. Feudalism had been
abandoned in Western Europe much before 19th century. Western Europe had
already experimented economic growth through the commercial and industrial
development. Russian economy was basically an agrarian economy, where Serfdom
was nothing but an obstacle forthe economic growth.However the nobility of Russia
was not ready to sacrifice its interestfor the liberation the Serfs. The Serfs on the
other hand were ready to fight against injustice and exploitation for which Russia
had witnessed around 550 peasant revolts during the period from 1801 to 1860.
Generally, the period of Nicholas- I was marked by frequent revolts against social
insecurity and issue of Serfdom. But every revolt was crushed by force. That wasthe
internal current in support of the liberation of the Serfs.
Necessity of reforms was also felt everywhere to achieve economic progress and
modernization of Russia. So abolition of serfdom was needed toinitiate areform in
Russia for the same. In addition to it the other factors like military weakness,
shortage of food, over population, civil disorder and industrial backwardness
etc.were responsible for current weakness of Russia. Then the writings of Turgenev
and Pushkin created intellectual current in Russia to create public opinion in favor
of reform in the existing socio-economic structure and abolition of Serfdom. Thus,
a liberal society along with emancipation of the exploited Serf was the need of the
time.
5.3.2 Role of Alexander III
Alexander II was a kind hearted person with all instincts of humanitarian
convictions. His attitude and liberal outlook sharply differed him from those of his
predecessors. Being a properly educated ruler, he made himself free from court
legacy, stood on personal bias and independent judgment. Moreover, he was a great
lover of Russia and very much conscious of his own responsibility. From the
beginning of his reign, he was found to be committed for regeneration of Russian
system. The most urgent work for him was the reform of the Serfdom- a social evil
for which Russia had been defamed before Europe. His reform program and
commitment towards the emancipation of Serfs made him popular as ‘Czar, the
liberator’.
The reform program of Alexander -II began by releasing the Decembrist (Dekabrist
in Russian) rebels exiled in Siberia. (There was a revolt demanding constitutional
rule and modernization of Russia by army official and Nobles before 30 years
during the rule of Nicholas I. But he ruthlessly crushed it and the rebels had been
banished in Siberia). Then, in the next step he made 23 million of Crown Serfsfree.
Finally he took a series of steps from 1856 to 1866 to liberate the Serfs completely.
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The Serfdom was not only an age old problem but also a complicated social evil. So
its abolition was not a simple task. Realizing the gravity of the problem on March
1856 Alexander II proposed to the Nobles of Moscow that“you know the present
system of Serf ownership cannot remain as it is, it is better that we should abolish it
from above, than to wait until it begins to abolish itself from below ……Gentlemen,
I beg you to examine how this reform can be made.” In March 1856, he set up a
committee under General Rostovstev to examine the issues relating to the
emancipation of the Serfs Individuals too offered varieties of recommendations for
the emancipations of the Serfs. Herzen in Londonand Chemyshevskir in St.
Petersburg were the dominant voices for emancipation of the Serfs.In 1958-59, he
toured the Country and delivered many speeches on pro-emancipation of the Serfs.
He tried to convince the Nobles, the land owners and other associated people
regarding the views of liberal Europe and the need of reform for progressive Russia.
Practically, his aim was to create base for his idea of emancipation, to conceal the
provincial Nobles and land owners and to get support of all communities as well.
Finally the edict of emancipation was passed in March 1861 and the Serfdom was
abolished. He tackled all confusing problems and conflicting interest to set free
nearly 35 million people. The edict not only declared the Serfs as free but also
solved the difficult problem of allowing ownership of land in their favor.
5.3.3 Edict of Emancipation
The edict of emancipation of Alexander- II was a very significant legal framework
with regard to protecting the moral image of Russia in one hand and a great step for
socio-economic progress on the other. The edict was a codified law consisting of 22
statutes containing 300 pages concerning to solve the problem of Serf in Russia. It
was based upon four important principles. Firstly, the serfs were made free peasants
out of the control of their masters and allowed civil rights. Secondly, they got
ownership of land with right of property under a village group. Thirdly, it provided
compensation to the owners of land. Lastly the government was to help in
maintaining everything concerning to the stake holders- the village community,
Nobles and peasants.
The working of the emancipation emerged as a serious agrarian problem. In fact,
the distribution of land among the peasants and compensation to the land owners
became a complicated and long term task. Arrangements were made in gradual
manner to provide allotment of land to the peasants and to give compensation to the
land owners. Accordingly, to initiate it the land owners handed over half of their
land to the government for distribution among the peasants.
The edict itself had cleared that, the land belonged to the land owners. So the
liberated Serfs had to pay the cost of land transferred to them. The amount of land
was fixed by the magistrates called ‘Arbiters of Peace’. These magistrates were
selected from the local nobility. As the Serfs had no financial capacity to pay the
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cost of land known as ‘redemption money’, the government would pay it in advance
on behalf of the Serfs. The Serfs were to pay it back to the government with 6%
interest in 49 annual installments. The edict provided that, the village Mir was
responsible for distribution and transfer of land, collection of tax and payment of
redemption money and other related matters. The head of the Mir named as
“Stravcosta” was elected by the resident Serfs of the village. Then a ‘commune’
was formed consisting of a number of villages. Finally, a number of communes had
to elect a council called ‘Volost or Canton’. In this level a canton court was
proposed for settlement of land disputes and other agrarian matters. That was a sort
of local-self-government organized for working of the entire administrativesystem.
5.3.4 Results of Emancipation
The emancipation of Serfs was a remarkable achievement for Alexander -II as it
seems to have brought revolutionary changes and new rays of hopefor the peasants
of Russia. But in reality the material condition of Serfs could not improve to a
satisfactory extent. The provision of annual payment of redemption and heavy
taxation brought financial burden for them. The magistrate or ‘Arbiters of Peace’
favored the land owners while the village Mir and government official exploited the
peasants as much as possible. The edict did not fulfill the expectation of the Serfs
because the local communes were neither fair nor democratic in their policy. The
Serfs suffered a lot due to allotment of barren land, fixation of redemption money,
redistribution of land etc.
The Nobility also feltdissatisfied on the ground thatthe edict of emancipation had
violated their age-old right over private property. The emancipation deprived them
of getting free service of the Serfs. They reacted against their loss of land and
disappointment over insufficient redemption payment on their losses. But the power
and influence of the Nobility had not reduced due to emancipation of Serfs. It is
observed that they threatened the government and criticized that the authority has
been transferred from the educated classes to the ignorant and irresponsible
‘Moujik’.
In spite of all the defects and disagreements it cannot be ignored that the
emancipation of Serfs was a progressive measure, which began the process of
modernization of Russia. Economically, this emancipation rightly provided a scope
for farming reform. Resourceful and talented peasants emerged out of the new
situation, who increased their products and shared the same with other villagers
under the supervision of Mir. It is also marked that, a kind of group activities and
co-operative nature of production relation emerged to some extent. The peasants
worked more efficiently and achieved their economic motive, which resulted in that
from 1861 to 1905, 40% of the land were sold out to the peasants by the Nobles. It
marked the redistribution of land into the hands of new richer class of peasants. On
the other hand the Nobility got benefit of compensation, improved their monetary
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condition and invested the accumulated money in industry and trade. Subsequently,
they sold their lands to the new prosperous peasants to avail opportunities in
industrial town. The changing situation helped in the increase of industrial products
and progress of trade and commerce in Russia.
Thus the emancipation of Serfs by Alexander- II brought mixed result. Further its
long term results may not be denied. Then the legal right aspect of the edict in favor
of the peasants was questionable. So there might have several riots taking place
within short span of the emancipation. Subsequently, the influence of the Nobility
reduced so it increased the labor force and capitalist mode of production. The
changing situation also paved the way to reforms, resulting in the socio-economic
regeneration of Russia. It is also observed by the Scholars that the emancipation of
Serfs was directly related to the movement of 1902, 1905 and 1917. Thus
Alexander- II has rightly been acclaimed as Czar the liberator for his reforms.
5.4 OTHER REFORMS OF ALEXANDER- II
Since the inception of his reign, he took a series of reforms to make Russia
progressive and modernized like that of Western Europe. He relaxed the restriction
on the press and allowed foreign visits and studies in the foreign universities. He
encouraged the growth of education both primary and higher in Russia. He
promoted trade, crafts and industry and planned an extension of railway network.
Apart from the abolition of Serfdom his administrative and judicial reform was also
important. He had reorganized the administrative units and established local council
at village, community, town and district levels. The elected local councils were
established and entrusted with works like that of modern local self-governed
council. For example, the district councilor ‘Zemestvo’ was entrusted with the
charge of building and maintaining roads and bridges, public health, education,
famine, relief etc. Though with a limited power, he allowed some sorts of local-selfgovernment for the first time in Russia.
He had also introduced judicial reforms to allow modern judicial administration
similar to that of Western Europe. He separated judiciary from the regular
administration. He appointed independent Judges to make judiciary less dependent
on government. His reform made justice public and corruption free by introducing
trial by jury system.
The first ten years of his reign was more progressive and the feudal order of Russia
had begun to be modernized. But, during the last part of his reign, he became a
reactionary. In 1881, he was killed by revolutionary group called “Nihilists”.
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5.5 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Review the challenges to Feudalism in Russia
Describe the condition of the Serfs and the need of their liberation.
Alexander- II, as Czar the liberator, Discuss.
Discuss results of the emancipation of Serfs.

5.6 LET US SUM UP
Feudal Russia under Tsardom was socio-economically backward. It had no scope
for transition as Russia was sealed from the influence of radical and liberal currents
of Western Europe. For the first time Peter, the Great tried to improve the
commercial and military conditions of Russia under European model. Then
Catherin- II introduced reform under the influence of enlightened despotism of
Europe. But, she failed to achieve any reform in socio-economic terms. Nicholas-I
strengthened autocracy and conservative ideas and opposed all sorts of liberal and
revolutionary outbreak during his period. The military set back of 1854 in Crimean
war exposed the Feudal set up of Russia and compelled Tsar Alexander- II to begin
the work of modernization of Russia.
He successfully tackled the issue of Serfs, liberated them from a miserable
condition by passing the Edict of Emancipation (1861). He protected the moral
prestige of Russia by abolishing such social evils. Thereafter, he took a series of
reforms to achieve internal reconstruction and modernization of Russian society.
The Edict of Emancipation was not free from defects but opened an era of reform
which paved the way for making Russia a progressive country. Finally
emancipation of Serfs and other reforms like administrative, judicial etc of
Alexander -II began to destroy feudal system of Russia. It also created ground for
growth of liberal and revolutionary idea and movement in Russia.
5.7 KEYWORDS
Tsardom

: The imperial rule of medieval Russia (thecentralized Russian
state was formed by Ivan- IV in 1547 and assumed the title of
Tsar. Subsequently, the Russian empire was founded by Peter- I
(Peter, the Great) in 1721 after subjugation of vast territories
with different races. The Russian empire had followed the policy
of aggression and expansion. But under the Tsar, it had a
despotic state.

Boyars

: Members of the ruling nobility of medieval Russia.

Slavophil

: Slavophil was an intellectual movement originating from the
19th century that wanted the Russian Empire to be developed
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upon values and institutions derived from its early history.
Slavophil opposed the influence of Western Europe in Russia.
Moujik

: Russian peasants

Redemption

: Money for compensation / payment of exchange.

Mir

: Elder/ head of the village.

5.8 ANSWER TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXCERCISE
1.
2.
3.
4.

See section 1.1, 1.2.1 & 1.2.2
See section 1.2.1 & 1.2.2
See section 1.3.1, 1.3.2 & 1.4
See section 1.3.4
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UNIT-6 THE REVOLUTION OF 1905
Structure:
6.0 Learning Objectives
6.1 Introduction
6.1.1 The stages of the revolution
6.1.2 Causes of the revolution
6.2 The revolution of 1905
6.2.2 Background of the revolution
6.2.3 Courses of the revolution of 1905
6.2.4 Russia towards a constitutional government
6.3 Results of the revolution of 1905
6.4 Check your progress
6.5 Let’s sum up
6.6 Key words
6.7 Answer to check your progress

6.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
The emancipation of Serfs in Russia signaled the beginning of reform programs
towards modernization of the Russian society. It is marked that the influence of
Western Europe initiated the process of destruction of the old regime in Russia. The
present unit will help you to understand how the demands of reforms guided by the
revolutionary and progressive ideas produced the revolution in Russia. Finally, the
monarchy came to an end and the dictatorship of the peasants and workers was
established in Russia. You will learn about the following ideas after studying this
unit:






Factors responsible for the Russian Revolution.
Stages of the Russian Revolution
Revolution of 1905
Courses of the Revolution and formation of constitutional government.
Results of the Revolution
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6.1 INTRODUCTION
The Revolution of Russia may be characterized as a struggle between the old order
and the new order. The agricultural economy under feudal order was challenged by
peasants and the working class. It aimed at reforms of the existing socio-economic
order influenced by the liberals and socialists. Like the French Revolution of 1789,
it had a worldwide impact. It was not merely a movement meant for a change of
government but it experimented with new principles and philosophies for
establishing a classless society free from exploitation. The Russian Revolution is an
exemplary movement of protest against the autocracy and despotism on one hand
and establishing the supremacy of the workers and peasants on the other.
6.1.1 The Stages of the Revolution
Rothenstein, a Marxist scholar has described about the three stages of the Russian
Revolution. The first one was the Revolution of 1905, in which the workers and the
peasants were influenced by the socialists and fought against the autocracy and
despotism demanding reforms. The February Revolution was the second stage,
where the monarchy (Tsardom) came to an end and Russia became a Republic. The
third stage was the October Revolution of 1917, in which the Bolsheviks
overpowered the provisional government and established the dictatorship of the
Proletariat.
Noted historian E H Carr has mentioned about two stages of the Revolution. He
considered the February Revolution as the first step resulting in the collapse of the
Tsarist regime and the foundation of the Republic by the Bourgeoisie. Then the
October Revolution was the second stage of the Revolution which led to the
dictatorship of Proletariat by the Bolsheviks and the establishment of the
communist state. But the official book of the Soviet Government interprets the
February Revolution of 1905 as Bourgeoisie democratic revolution and the October
Revolution of 1917 as Socialist Revolution.
However, for a clear understanding of Russia, the end of Feudalism and
establishment of the new order under Socialist experiment may be studied under
three phases viz-. Revolution of 1905, Revolution of 1917 and construction of
Russia under Socialist model.
6.1.2 Causes of the Revolution
The common people of Russia in the rural areas suffered a lot due to many factors
like loss in agriculture and increase in unemployment. Defects in the emancipation
of serfs and increasing pressure on land resulted in the poverty of the peasants.
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They started migrating to the cities as labourers. The national economy was
controlled by the Nobles and the new class of capitalists. So, the economic crisis led
to the social and political crises in Russia on the eve of the Revolution
The collapse of administration and political organization was a common feature in
Russia. Alexander III had undermined the spirit of reform initiated by his
predecessors. He attempted to return back feudalism by creating a new class of
officials known as ‘Land captain’ to control the rural population. They were
recruited from the Nobility. This development is marked by the scholars as ‘Bastard
Feudalism’.
The incompetence of the last Romanov ruler Tsar Nicholas II was a factor
responsible for the mishandling of the situation. He failed to get the support of
either the nobility or any group supporting the Tsardom. He was under the control
of his queen Alexandrova (Alexandra Feodorovna). She very often interfered in the
affairs of the state. But she was under the spell of a false monk named Rasputin.
Under the protection of the queen, he interfered in the policy decision of the state.
The unpopular government, high handedness of the queen, dangerous advisors like
Rasputin and the incompetence of the ruler indeed created a political crisis on the
eve of the Russian Revolution.
The rapid industrialization of Russia from 1892 to 1903, massive mining activities
and the development of railways (the opening of the trans-Siberian line in 1902)
made Russia an industrial country with more than 3 million workers. The capitalists
exploited the working class as the Bastard feudalists and the middle class exploited
the peasants. Then the capitalist class also reacted against the authority and
demanded a share in the administration due to their significant role in the national
economy. That, the changes in the polity which was not in pace with the change in
the economy, bought dissatisfaction for the peasants, pain for the middle class and
suffering for every section of the society.
Thus, the industrial revolution of Russia and the suffering of peasants both in towns
and rural areas created several problems for the rulers. But, it created suitable
conditions for the revolutionaries. The Russian peasants and the workers began
listening to the propagation of the liberals and radical doctrines of the west such as
ideas and democratic principles. The autocratic rule of the Tsar and exploitation of
the factory owners became the main target of socialist propagation. The workers
became organized to put forth their demands for improvement in their standard of
living and the increase in wages. There was no scope of relief to the workers and no
hope of reforms by either wealthy factory owners or the government. So, the
revolutionary parties were established by the workers to protest against the long
working hours, low wages and brutal treatment etc.
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In 1887, the Social Democratic Party was established among the Russian working
class which was primarily based on the theories of Karl Marx. It believed in the
struggle between the capitalist and the workers for the betterment of the working
class. The Social Democrats believed in constitutional methods of strike and
demonstration to achieve their goals. They had also realized the failures of
Nihilism, which believed in Terrorism. The Nihilist revolted against the authority
using violence in the 1860’s but failed to achieve anything significant for the
peasants. The Social Democrats advocated the principle of Socialism among the
working class. They formed trade unions and working-class associations to fight
against the factory owners in favour of their rights. The Factories and towns became
the center of Socialists activities. However, it is found that the authority too had
encouraged the workers o form trade unions and organizes strikes. The hidden
agenda in it was to protect the political authority by engaging two groups - the
working class and the factory owners (supported by the Bourgeoisie) in a struggle.
But the working class was very much conscious about their goals. Subsequently,
they became more active concerning their rights.
Gradually, the socialist ideology was changed considerably and the socialists had
divided them into two groups. One was considered as the workers or Proletariat
which was the main force of the nation. They believed that the workers should have
the ultimate authority in the Socialist society while the other group believed that the
peasants should be the force of the Revolution. As they were the backbone of the
nation producing food and working in the primary economic sector i.e agriculture.
The workers on the other hand demanded more radical programmes to achieve their
goals. In this changing situation, the socialist democrats split into two in 1903 Menshevik and Bolshevik. The Mensheviks (literally meaning minority group)
under Julius Martov were moderates believing in constitutional reform. They
opposed violence having faith in gradual changes and political reforms. The
Bolsheviks (literally meaning majority group) under Vladimir Lenin persuaded
radical method and believed in quick results. They were eager to establish the
dictatorship of the proletariat by force and violence if necessary. Moreover, the
bifurcation had changed the course of the revolution. Thus, the socialist doctrines
became chief instruments of revolutionaries for putting an end to the monarchy and
the establishment of a Socialistic state.
It is said that pen is mightier than the sword .On the eve of the Russian Revolution,
the intellectuals greatly helped in awakening and creating awareness among the
masses. They prepared the ground for the revolution. The western thoughts and
ideas supporting the principle of Nationalism and Democracy had gradually entered
Russia though Russia was sealed by the conservative and orthodox attitude under
the Tsarist regime. The radicals and liberals had propagated the ideas of the west in
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Russia as well. The great novels of Tolstoy, Turgenev and Dostoyevsky had
profoundly influenced the Russian youth. The Russian ‘Intelligentsia’ (a group of
educated and liberals) demanded political reforms on western lines like those of
American Revolution of 1776 and the French Revolution of 1789.
Then, the Russian workers were also greatly influenced by the Socialist doctrines of
Marx and the Anarchism of Bakunin to protest against the injustice of the
capitalists. It is observed that the teachings of Marx and Radicalism of the Novelist
Maxim Gorky greatly inspired the industrial workers. The radical ideas of socialism
had also an impact on the growth of Nihilism. But due to ultra-radicalism and
acceptance of terror, the Nihilist had disappeared. Thus, revolutionary Socialism
made rapid progress in Russia.
6.2. The Revolution Of 1905
The Revolution of 1905 was the first widespread and countrywide movement
against the Tsardom of Russia. The Russian autocratic rule under the Tsar was more
due to the absence of representative forums of the people like Parliament. The
dissatisfaction of exploited peasants and workers led to a movement demanding a
constitution and constitutional government in Russia. While the liberals, Social
democrats and revolutionaries wanted to put an end to the existing absolutism. The
Nationalists within the empire i.e. from Poland supported the revolutionaries. The
Jaddists (the Muslim reformers in the Russian empire) were also supporters of the
movement because they wanted to modernize Islam. The agitating peasants and the
workers organized a series of strikes and demonstrations before the government
buildings. They violated the authority and order. It was the first organized mass
movement to destroy the Russian autocracy and feudal structure of the society.
Historian Rothenstein has described the revolution of 1905 as a land-liberty
movement and dress rehearsal of the revolution of 1917.
6.2.2 Background of the Revolution
On the eve of the revolution of 1905, the expansion of industry not only created a
well to do class of factory owners but also had created an exploited industrial
proletariat. Then, the post-emancipation issues resulted in pressure on land, loss in
agriculture and unemployment. Apart from that, prices of essential goods rose high
and real wages had declined by 20%. At the same time, the suffering of workers due
to long working hours,low wages and inhuman torture in workplaces etc., forced
them to form strong unions for their issues.
The reign of Nicholas II was also very unpopular on the eve of the revolution of
1905. The liberals were demanding individual rights, freedom of speech & press
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and rights to form association and hold public meetings. The Tsar in his term
declared all such revolutionary activities and political parties as illegal. The system
of police control and repressive bureaucracy was being challenged everywhere. The
disappointment of the revolutionaries was more due to the reactionary and
autocratic approach ofPlivy(Plehve Vyacheslav), the minister of interior (19021904). He used to take every possible repressive measures to put down the voice of
the revolutionaries and crushed all sorts of liberal and national outbreaks during his
time. In July 1904, he was assassinated by an incident of a bomb attack.
The Russo-Japanese war of 1904 was fought for the expansion of territories. But
the war shattered the Russian economy and social conditions got worse. It resulted
in a shortage of essential commodities and prices of essential goods mainly food,
increased unprecedentedly. The supplies for the army was also mismanaged.
Finally, Russia surrendered to Japan after a series of defeats in January 1905. Thus,
the defeat of war discredited the rule of Nicholas II and exposed the weakness of
monarchy.
The next minister of interior after Plivy was Mirsky. He was a well-intentioned man
having a personal inclination towards reforms of Russian systems. He invited
proposals from various sections for consideration. In November 1905, the
representatives of the Zemstvos (Provincial council) met at St. Petersburg. The
representatives of Zemstvos presented a charter of demands known as ‘Eleven
points’ which included many issues starting from the release of political prisoners
to the drafting of a constitution for Russia. Subsequently, public excitement began
to spread in support of the ‘reignof law’. There were public meetings and
demonstrations throughout the country, where every section of the community
joined and demanded constitutional government. Similarly, a number of assemblies
and associations were formed in the industrial towns among the workers to organize
their revolutionary activities.
6.2.3 Courses of the Revolution of 1905
The reform movement continued by the middle class and educated people converted
into open revolution. The middle class and educated people revolted demanding
reforms. In this movement of the middle class and educated people, the industrial
workers joined in January 1905. Then it became an open revolution. On 15th
January, around 10,000 workers organized a strike in the street of St. Petersburg
under the leadership of a priest named Father Gapon. The strike was actually
organized in protest of the dismissal of four workers at the Putilov Iron Works.
They happened to be members of one Russian worker's association. The strikers
had many demands like reducing the working hours to eight hours a day, increasing
wages, improving sanitary arrangements and arbitration boards for their issues.
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Father Gapon had an intention to increase his popularity from the struggle between
the workers and factory owners. But the involvement of Social Democrats
converted this industrial problem into a more complex political situation. It
motivated the revolutionaries to put forth their demands in favour of reform.
On Sunday, 22nd January a great procession of workers and their families
numbering around 1, 10,000 marched towards the ‘Winter Palace’ (the residence of
Tsar) for the purpose of presenting a petition on both political and industrial
grievances of the Russian people. But the peaceful crowd was openly fired by the
police and Cossacks. As a result, over 100 workers were killed and more than 300
were wounded. This incident was known as ‘slaughter of the Bloody Sunday’ which
followed a series of strikes, demonstrations and violence throughout the Russian
empire. However, the movement demanding a national assembly and the
constitution continued for the next few weeks. All these incidents are known as the
Revolution of 1905.
In the meantime, Count Witter, an ex-bureaucrat suggested for compromise before
Tsar. He proposed the formation of political parties and elected assembly to pacify
the revolting people. On 3rd March, the Tsar announced the creation of an elected
consultative parliament. Accordingly, the imperial parliament termed as ‘Duma’
with quasi-legislative function was declared on 19th August.
6.2.4 Russia towards a Constitutional Government
The Duma as declared by the Tsar was nothing but an imperial parliament- a mere
consultative body. It was provided with a very narrow franchise without
representation of the workers and peasants. The fundamental principle of autocratic
government remained unchanged and not a single progressive element was found
included in it. Subsequently, a general political strike was organized at the end of
October. Then the Revolution turned to a decisive stage. The workers formed a
parallel government - ‘Working men’s Government’ under the leadership of a
lawyer named Khrustalev. The workers formed a central organization representing
all unions of workers and bodies of revolutionaries. Every section of the
community; all professionals including Doctors, Magistrates and Officials
participated in the general strike. As a result, factories and working places were
closed, all supplies including rail and road network stopped and all social systems
completely collapsed. Finally, the Tsar had to issue the ‘October Manifesto’ of 30th
October. By which, the Tsar promised to meet all the demand contained in the
‘Eleven points’ as formulated by the Zemstov in November 1904.
The Duma was provided with legislative functions. The franchise was extended to
the professional classes. It marked the beginning of a constitutional form of
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monarchy. Despite all these development the autocratic nature of the Tsardom
could not change.
6.3 RESULTS OF THE REVOLUTION OF 1905
The first Duma consisting of 400 elected members representing various
communities met in May 1906,in which only seven members were reactionaries
who were supported by conservatives having 60 members recruited from
landowning class. The constitutional Democrats representing the liberal party with
153 members demanded the parliamentary government on the model of England. In
spite of the majority of liberal forces (supported by the Labour party having 107
members), the Tsar rejected their demands and dissolved the 1st Duma after 75
days. Though Russia was under the constitutional rule, still the autocratic Tsar
exiled 7,500 persons in one year. Although, the elections were manipulated still the
Social Democrats got majority in the second Duma. But it lasted for around three
months only, because the Tsar interfered and applied force to dissolve it. Then, the
3rd Duma had enjoyed a full term of five years from 1907 to 1912. Significantly, the
peasants were allowed property rights over their land during this period. However,
it was consisting of conservative politicians only and other liberal forces were kept
out of it. The Fourth Duma consisting of conservatives and reactionaries got elected
in 1912. But, by 1914 the flow of progressive ideas made it dormant.
The experiment of constitutionalism and parliamentary government of 1905 ended
in failure. But, it tried to check autocracy and established an era of reforms, for the
first time in Russia. In addition, the revolution in 1905 united all sections of people
against Tsardom. It also initiated the process of destruction of the despotic
monarchy. The revolutionary forces were able to create a large scale enthusiasm in
favour of popular demands. It stood for progressive views challenging the Tsarist
police and army. Thus, the revolution of 1905 created grounds for the future
Revolution in Russia.
6.4 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) Review the condition of Russia on the eve of the Revolution of 1905.
b) Discuss about the Constitutional frame work of Russia with regard to outcome of
1905.
c) Narrate the results of the Revolution of 1905.
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6.5 LET US SUM UP
The Russian Revolution was a great movement with worldwide influence. The
radicals and liberals influenced the Russian intelligentsia for a protest movement to
achieve individual rights and political reforms. The role of the Socialists was also
remarkable, who championed the cause of peasants and workers on one hand and
motivated them against the exploitation of the landlords and Capitalist industry
owners on the other hand. The Workmen’s Social Democratic Party under Marxian
Socialist doctrine uphold the dissatisfaction of the exploited against autocracy.
6.6 KEY WORDS
Jaddists: Islamic Reformers in Russia to modernize their community.
Bastard Feudalism: Alexander II had made an attempt to return back feudalism. He
put the peasants under the control of the Lords and Nobles. This new feudal
experiment is known as Bastard Feudalism
Land Captain: A class of Official recruited from the Nobility to control the rural
population.
Real wage: Reflect the quantities of goods that the wages will actually buy.
Cossacks: A special police corps in Russia, supported the Tsar known for antirevolutionary forces
6.7 ANSWER TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) See Section 2.1.3
b) See Section 2.2.4
c) See Section 2.2.5
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UNIT-7: THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION OF 1917
Structure:
7.0 Learning Objectives
7.1. Introduction
7.2.The Bolshevik revolution of 1917
7.2.1 Russia and the First World War
7.2.2 The beginning: February revolution of 1917
7.2.3 Crisis in the provisional government and
the emergence of Lenin
7.3.1 The October Revolution of 1917
7.3.2 Effects of the revolution
7.4Check your progress
7.5Let’s sum up
7.6 Key words
7.7Answer to check your progress

7.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
The emancipation of Serfs in Russia was the beginning of reform programs
towards the modernization of Russian society. It is marked that the influence of
Western Europe began the process of destruction of the old regime in Russia. In the
previous you have studied how the demands of reforms guided by the revolutionary
and progressive ideas resulted in the outbreak of the revolution of 1905.As a
consequence a constitutional government was established in Russia for the first
time. But the autocracy and despotism under Tsar Nicholas II remain
unchanged.The present unit will help you to understand how the revolutionaries got
success under the guidance of socialist doctrine. Finally, the revolutionaries got
victory against monarchy and the dictatorship of the peasants and workers was
established in Russia. However you will learn about the following ideas after
studying this unit:
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February revolution of 1917 - End of Tsarist regime and establishment of the
first government in Russia under the Socialists.
Bolshevik Revolution and establishment of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.
Revolutionary consolidation and establishment of a new order based on
Socialism.

7.1. INTRODUCTION
The Revolution of Russia may be characterized as a struggle between the old order
and the new order. The agricultural economy under feudal order was challenged by
peasants and the working class. It aimed at reforms of the existing socio-economic
order influenced by the liberals and socialists. Like the French Revolution of 1789,
it had a worldwide impact. It was not merely a movement meant for a change of
government but it experimented with new principles and philosophies for
establishing a classless society free from exploitation. The Russian Revolution is an
exemplary movement of protest against the autocracy and despotism on one hand
and establishing the supremacy of the workers and peasants on the other.
7.2 THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION OF 1917
The Revolution of 1917 is generally considered as the culminating point of the
reform movement that had started longbefore. The intellectual currents inspired by
western ideas had prepared a conducive ground for the revolution. The feudal
structure of the Russian society along with the autocracy of the Tsarist Regime had
dissatisfied all sections of the people. The doctrine of Socialism largely influenced
the people for a protest movement. The Revolution of 1917 destroyed the monarchy
and established completely a new form of the socialist state. By and large the socioeconomic and political experiment of the revolution too had a far reaching impact
on the people throughout the world.
The revolution of 1917 is sometimes interpreted as two revolutions i.e. the February
Revolution and October Revolution. But, it would be more appropriate to say that
the Revolution of 1917 had two phases. The first one occurred in February 1917 as
Political Revolution and the second one occurred in October 1917 under the
Bolsheviks as Socialist Revolution. Again the whole Revolution of 1917 may be
interpreted as Bolshevik Revolution because, the role of the Bolshevik Party was
more decisive in the Revolution of 1917. Further the Old Russian calendar i.e.
Julian calendar was thirteen days behind the modern Russian calendar or
International calendar i.e. Gregorian calendar. The Julian calendar continued up to
1918, and then the Gregorian calendar was introduced in Russia from 1918. So
according to the old calendar, the first phase of revolution took place in February
1917 and the second phase in October 1917. However, the October revolution of
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1917 is also known as the Bolshevik revolution as it established the dictatorship of
the Bolsheviks. Accordingly, the government formed after the October revolution
was called as Bolshevik government.
7.2.1 Russia and the First World War
Tsar Nicholas II decided to join the World War I with France and England
supporting Serbia against central powers (Germany, Austria, Italy, and Turkey).
Because Russia had political, religious and ethnic connections with Serbia. In the
beginning, the war effort was supported by the people as Tsar supported the
Serbians. As Germany was the main force in central powers, due to anti-German
sentiment, the name of the capital with German influence St. Petersburg was
renamed Petrograd. But the involvement of Russia in the Great War, later on,
proved very costly for her.
The war was fought on two fronts. On the western front the German suffered defeat
at the hand of French, while on the eastern front, the Russian army suffered defeat
at the hand of Germans due to outdated weapons and poor preparedness. At the
same time, they had to fight in plains causing more casualties. So the Russian defeat
was shocking and demoralizing for its people. Simultaneously, the Tsar refused to
consult with the main political parties in Duma regarding the war. Rather, the
strategy of war was planned and controlled from the Palace. Further, the German
origin of Tsarina Alexandra and the role of Rasputin made the situation more
complex, and put a question mark on the ability of the Tsar. Moreover, the war had
a deep impact on Russia.
The Russian army lost badly in Germany and Austria. By 1917, it led to more than
7 million casualties. After its defeat, the Russian army destroyed crops and
buildings of Russia by themselves to create a problem for advancing the victorious
army, which created over 3 million refugees in Russia.
The war resulted in severe economic hardship for the Russian people. The treasury
was almost empty due to war expenses. The government incurred a foreign debt of
300 million Ruble. The war had also a serious effect on the industry. As War
supplies were the priority, the collapse of coal transport hampered industrial
production. Further, Russia was cut off from all supplies due to the blockade of the
Baltic Sea by the Germans. At the same time, the government was required to
supply food, clothing, and other necessities to 10 million armies which drained the
major sources of food supply and the other resources of the country. Railway was
mostly engaged for the transport of war materials to the front. So food and civil
supplies were greatly affected and had virtually collapsed. Moreover, the decline of
agriculture caused an acute food crisis in urban areas. The condition of common
people was miserable due to the shortage of food, coal, fuels, and other essentials of
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life. The bread and flour became scarce which led to frequent riots at bread shops
and bakeries.
7.2.2 The Beginning: February Revolution Of 1917
The Revolution of 1917 was not a deliberate movement. It was an unprecedented
riot that occurred due to public dissatisfaction over the shortage of food. The Public
opinion in the Duma was in favor of reforms, while Nicholas II wanted to dissolve
Duma to preserve autocracy. The internal crisis of Russia during World War I and
the unpopularity of the Tsar added fuel to it.
In February 1917, the factory workers were living at starvation due to the acute
shortage of food everywhere. On 22 nd February, Some Factories were closed, which
further increased problems of unemployment and scarcity of food. On the next day,
thousands of women assembled at Petrograd and demonstrated demanding food,
employment, and reform. The joining of women in the strike of factory workers was
indeed an historical incident. Here after this day came to be known as 'International
Women's Day (8th March 1917 according to modern Calendar). The government
imposed a curfew and took drastic steps to put down the movement. But the
demonstrators came back on 24th and 25th February. The revolutionary spirit created
great enthusiasm and a large crowd gathered shouting the slogan 'down with
aristocracy' & 'down with the war'. They surrounded the official buildings of
Petrograd. The Tsar on the other hand suspended the Duma and used the police
force to disperse the demonstrators. On 25th February, the demonstrators ransacked
the police Head Quarter and captured the Capital city. The revolutionary wave
demanding food, employment, and democracy spread from Petrograd to all over
Russia.
Nicholas II sent the army to suppress the revolution but the disappointed and
demoralized soldiers sided with the people. Finally, the workers formed a soviet or
community in Petrograd to control the factories and to replace the Duma. Similar
types of Soviets were established in other towns and villages within a short time.
On the 22 nd of March, the Tsar abdicated the throne in favour of his brother Michel
who refused to accept it. In the soviet, the revolutionaries emerged as a power
center. Then, a provisional government was formed by the leaders of the Soviet and
Duma to run the government. So the Revolution of Petrograd put an end to the
Tsardom forever. Russia was ruled by the Rurik dynasty from the 11th Century to
1613 and thereafter the Romanov, the second imperial dynasty ruled till 1917. Thus,
the rule of Nicholas II not only put an end to three hundred years old Romanov rule
but also the system of monarchy in Russia.
7.2.3 Crisis In The Provisional Government And Emergence Of Lenin
The provisional government was established under the guidance of army officials,
landowners, and industrialists. Lunov was appointed as its President and Kerensky
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became the Prime Minister being the leader of Mensheviks. The Liberals and the
Socialists claimed for an elected government and constitution. The soviet-union of
different groups of workers under the banner of Socialist party emerged as a power
center. The restriction on public meetings and associations were removed. Then the
Socialists aggressively began to work for the working class and peasants.
The provisional government failed to maintain a balance between two opponent
groups i.e. the working-class solely relying on revolution and the capitalists, who
recognized the government for their interests. The government decided to continue
the war in spite of the opposition of the working class. It also failed to satisfy the
peasants due to the pressure of landowners. The provisional government under
Kerensky took a number of controversial decisions. He neglected financial reforms,
remained silent about the fate of the monarchy and could not initiate the work for a
constitution. So the crisis of the government ensured the outbreak of another
revolution.
The situation of Russia was favorable for the Bolsheviks, who believed in a radical
method to establish a worker’s republic. Vladimir Lenin, the leader of the
Bolsheviks returned from exile in April 1917. The crisis in the government proved
to be an opportunity for him to take over the power in favor of the Soviets. As he
opposed the war from the beginning, he had the outside support from Germany. The
working class supported him, as he promised food and employment from western
Russia after the end of the war. He declared the closure of War, land for peasants
and nationalization of banks for distribution of the property of the capitalists. This
is known as Lenin’s ‘April Thesis’. Accordingly, the Bolsheviks propagated for a
new movement with the slogan –‘Peace, Bread and Land’.
Subsequently, communities or Soviets were formed among the industrial workers,
peasants and even the soldiers also formed Soviets among themselves. By June
around 500 Soviets from various parts of the country sent their representatives to
the All Russian Congress of Soviets. Lenin insisted to rename the Bolshevik Party
as Communist Party with new radical aims. In July, due to repressive measures of
the Provisional government, the Bolsheviks fled to the countryside and propagated
about redistribution of land. It encouraged the Peasants to seize land from their
owners in a gradual manner. So a sort of ground was prepared by the Socialist
Revolutionaries for another change under the Bolsheviks.
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7.3. OCTOBER REVOLUTION OF 1917
In the background of confusion and conflict, Bolsheviks under Lenin seized the
power by a coup known as the ‘October Revolution’ or ‘Bolshevik Revolution’.
The Russian Communist Party overthrew the pre-existing provisional government.
An incident took place in September 1917, when General Karmilo attempted to
overthrow the government but failed. Lenin apprehended that the Provisional
government would set up a dictatorship in the plea of saving the government. Then,
he went underground and organized the Soviets from bottom to top. On 16th
October, he convinced the Petrograd Soviet and the Bolshevik Party in favor of
Socialist seizure of power. Accordingly, the Bolsheviks formed a military
revolutionary committee i.e. an armed force of 25,000 workers known as ‘Red
Guards’. On 24th October, Kerensky left the royal troops to check the Bolsheviks
and himself managed to escape from Russia. The troops occupied the official
buildings of the Bolshevik Party and cut off all communication lines. On the other
side, the Red Guards occupied all official buildings and arrested the ministers. By
the next morning, the city of Petrograd was captured by them. Consequently the
ministers along with other supporters of the Kerensky were government compelled
to surrender. At Petrograd, All Russian Congress of Soviet met and approved the
action of the Bolsheviks. Thereafter, in a similar manner, other cities and areas were
controlled by the Bolshevik revolutionaries. Thus, Russia became a Socialist
Republic.
7.3.1 Effects of the Revolution
The old order was abolished by dissolving the Duma, Zemstov and the municipal
councils of Petrograd and Moscow. The Bolshevik Party was renamed as the
Russian Communist Party. The secret police were organized to punish those who
criticized the Bolsheviks. Lenin signed the Treaty of Brest Litovsk with Germany
and established peace.
Private property and private rights on land were abolished. Most of the industries
and banks were nationalized. As the land was declared social property, the peasants
were allowed to seize the land of the nobility. Every citizen was asked to work for a
living. Food control and rationing were introduced for proper distribution. Thus, the
October Revolution not only established the supremacy of the Bolsheviks but also
gave birth to a new socio-economic and political order, on the model of
Communism.
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7.4 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) ‘Involvement of Russia on World War I was unnecessary’, Discuss.

b) How did the incidents of the February Revolution of 1917 put an end to
Monarchy in Russia?

c) ‘Crisis in the Government was an advantage for Lenin’, Examine.

d) Discuss about the October Revolution of 1917.

7.5 LET US SUM UP
The Russian Revolution was a great movement with worldwide influence. The
radicals and liberals influenced the Russian intelligentsia for a protest movement to
achieve individual rights and political reforms. The role of the Socialists was also
remarkable, who championed the cause of peasants and workers on one hand and
motivated them against the exploitation of the landlords and Capitalist industry
owners on the other. The Workmen’s Social Democratic Party under Marxian
Socialist doctrine upheld the dissatisfaction of the exploited against autocracy.
The revolution of 1905 marked the victory of liberalism and democracy against
autocracy and despotism. The Duma (Imperial Parliament) was formed and Russia
marched towards a constitutional government. However, the autocratic nature of
Tsardom could not change. The Tsar suspended the Duma but the flow of
progressive ideas created ample grounds and the crisis of the Great War of 1914
prompted for more Revolutionary activities. A series of movements took place from
1905-1917 to sweep out Tsardom.
The internal crisis, shortage of food and defeat of Russia in the Great War resulted
in the outbreak of the February Revolution in 1917. The war brought economic
distress and exposed the weakness of the monarchy. The involvement of Rasputin,
the Siberian monk and Tsarina in the affairs of the state made autocracy more
unpopular. In February, the workers organized strikes and demonstrations
demanding food, employment and reforms, where the women played a decisive
role. The outcome of the February Revolution of 1917 was the abdication of
Nicholas II and the formation of a provisional government.
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The provisional government was dominated by army officials, landowners and
industrialists. Hence, the soviet formed by the worker's group under Socialist
guidance demanded more reforms and true constitutional government. Then, in
April 1917, Lenin emerged as the most popular leader of the working class. He
promised the distribution of land and property among the peasants and workers. His
slogan of Peace, Bread and Land gave momentum to the Bolshevik's propagation.
In October 1917, he seized the administration and political order of Russia with the
help of the ‘Red Guards’ formed by the Bolsheviks.
Finally, Russia became a Socialist Republic with the abolition of private rights and
property. The dictatorship of the Proletariat was established in October
1917.Communism was established in Russia for the first instance in the World.
7.6 KEY WORDS
Proletariat: the working-class people without private rights and property. (in
general, they are categorized by Marxian doctrine).
Duma: the Russian Assembly formed in consequence to the revolution of 1905
having advisory/legislative power.
Soviet: council or assembly (a popular body of workers/labourers associated with
Russian revolution).
Zemstov: a local body/council established in Russia (1861).
Red Guard: a paramilitary volunteer group consisting of workers, peasants,
Cossacks etc. following the ideology of communism

7.7 ANSWER TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
a) See Section 7.2.2
b) See Section 7.2.
c) See Section 2.2.4
d) See Section 2.2.5
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UNIT- 8: PROGRAMME OF SOCIALIST
CONSTRUCTION
Structure:
8.0 Learning Objectives
8.1 Introduction
8.2 Changes in Russia after the revolution
8.2.1 Reaction against revolution and the civil war
8.2.2 War communism and the NEP
8.2.3 Constitution of 1918
8.2.4 Lenin and the program of socialist construction
8.3 Making of a socialist state in Russia
8.3.1 Economic planning: five year plans
8.3.2 Policy of collectivization of Stalin
8.3.3 The soviet constitution
8.4 Check your progress
8.5 Let us sum up
8.6 Key words
8.7 Key to check your progress

8.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
In the previous units, you have studied the destruction of the old regime in Russia
with the advent of progressive ideas and the destruction of the old Regime. Then the
Revolutionary forces under the guidance of Socialist doctrines put an end to the
Russian monarchy. Subsequently, the radical wing of Socialists fueled by Marxian
Socialism established the supremacy of peasants and workers. No doubt in it that,
the Marxian ideas have been influencing the modern socio-economic structure. It
had an impact on the political life of the people as well. So, it is both essential and
interesting to study the process of the making of the socialist state in Russia.
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In this unit, you will learn about the establishment of a new socio-economic and
political order and the making of a communist state in Russia. Further, one can get
the following ideas with regards to the socialist reconstruction of Russia:



The dictatorship of the Bolshevik Party.



Civil war and conflicting ideological groups.



Socialist consolidation of Russia under Lenin.



Process of the making of Socialist State by the Bolsheviks



Dictatorship under Stalin and the policy of Collectivization.



Economic planning and centralization.



Soviet constitution and dictatorship of the Proletariat.

8.1 INTRODUCTION

The October Revolution of 1917 was the real one, which ultimately fulfilled the
aspiration of the socialist revolutionaries. It established a new order in Russia under
Marxist ideologies. Further, the same ideology believed that a classless society may
be created in two phases i.e. overthrowing the monarchy by the capitalist and
middle class in the first phase and the formation of government by the workers and
peasants to replace the government of the former. But the provisional government
which was formed in March 1917 by the moderate socialists with the support of
capitalists and the middle class could not get time to consolidate it. Then the
Bolsheviks under Lenin brought the second phase just after six months of the March
Revolution.Lenin took the advantage of the crisis of Russia during the period of
great wars.
Soon after the formation of the government, the Bolsheviks reorganized Russia to
form a Socialistic Society. The land, industry, and other resources were declared as
'Social property '. The new socio-economic order under the Marxian system was
established by replacing the old order and institutions. Lenin took the task of
internal reconstruction based on Socialism. After Lenin, Stalin carriedforth the
program of Socialism and made Russia a strong power in terms of prosperity in
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agriculture and industry. Thus, the making of the Socialist state began by Lenin was
completed by Stalin.
The consolidation of the Revolution and its success has rightly beenmarked in the
significance of the Russian Revolution. Somehow the Bolshevik ideas supported by
Marxism have influenced the socio-economic and political life of the modern
world. It is observed that the Bolshevik Revolution became a motivating factor for
the anti-Colonial and Liberation movement of many countries including India
during the 20th century. Thus, the Bolshevik-Marxist doctrine has been instrumental
in bringing new changes in modern times.
8.2 CHANGES IN RUSSIA AFTER THE REVOLUTION
The newly constituted government under the leadership of Lenin passed a series of
decrees to bring about revolutionary changes based on Socialism. He declared that
"The landlord's property in the land is annulled immediately and without any
indemnity whatever". The land was declared social property and peasants were
allowed to seize the land of nobility. The Kulaks were compelled to sacrifice their
land in favor of the landless peasants. Most of the industries and banks were
nationalized as state property. On 8th November 1917, it was proposed “to all
warring peoples and their rulers to begin at once negotiations leading to a just and
democratic peace”. According to the treaty of Brest- Litovsk was signed with
Germany for withdrawal of Russia from World War I. But the price of peace was
costly to her. Russia handed over a large part of her territories in Poland and the
Baltic states of Finland, Bylo Russia, Ukraine, and parts of the Transcaucasia
region. Thus Russia sacrificed large chunk of her territoriesfor the newly formed
socialist government to carry out its plan of internal reconstruction and to fight
against the enemies of the Bolshevik government. In addition to that, laws were
passed to complete the abolition of the old order. To run the administrative
machinery, the aristocracy and nobility were replaced by the Soviet’s-councils of
delegates represented by the workers and peasants. New uniforms were designed
for the army and officials. Hence, the abolition of the rights of the church and its
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influence over the state was denied. Women were given equal rights to those of
men.
The Bolsheviks conducted an election to the constituent assembly but failed to
achieve a majority in it. When the assembly rejected reform programs on the
Bolshevik model then Lenin dismissed the assembly. He considered that the
Russian congress of Soviets was more democratic than the elected assembly. The
Bolshevik party was renamed the Russian Communist Party and the All Russian
Congress of Soviets became the Parliament. Then the Russian Communist Party
was the only party to contest the election. However, a working constitution was
drafted by the Bolsheviks in 1918.
The Trade Unions were kept secret under the party control. The secret police called
the ‘Cheka’ was organized to punish the opponents of the Bolsheviks. Thus the
Bolsheviks under Lenin worked sincerely to consolidate the Revolution and
established the base of Socialism in Russia.
8.2.1 Reaction against Revolution and the Civil War
The aftermath of World War I was disastrous for Russia, as she suffered huge
economic loss. It is observed that for peace Russia lost one-third of coal mines and
half of her heavy industry. The redistribution of land resulted in agricultural
imbalance. The Russian army began to break as the soldiers belonging to the
agricultural community, wanted to return home. Russian agriculture suffered from
adverse situations like drought, pressure on land, and a decrease in production. It
resulted in a serious shortage of food grains as well.
The nobles were aggrieved against the new order of Bolsheviks. They managed to
escape from Russia and tried to collect men and resources against the Bolshevik
order. The supporters of the Tsarist regime organized themselves to destroy the
government. They organized military resistance under General Denikin in south and
Admiral Kolchak in Siberia. They were termed as ‘White army'. The allies supplied
military supports to them because of the pro-German attitude of the Bolsheviks.
Then the expelled republican leaders and moderate socialists termed as 'Green
army' also organized among themselves for internal revolts against the Bolshevik
government. They got the support of the Kulaks, who were angry at the loss of their
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land. The organized attack on the Bolshevik government was known as the 'Counter
Revolution’. The communists called, the Counter-Revolution as 'White Revolution
’because it opposed the Red Revolution of the Bolsheviks. However, the Bolshevik
propagation for the creation of communist states throughout the world was also
responsible for Counter-Revolution. The Bolsheviks organized the Third
international in 1919, which appealed to all for a world revolution to destroy the
democratic government for the establishment of the dictatorship of the Proletariat
throughout the World. As a result, it provoked the western powers to destroy the
Bolshevik government of Russia. It was to check the spread of communism from
Russia to other parts of the world.
The revolutionary government had faced the attack of the white army in the
frontiers while the Green army incited revolution within the country. But, all
internal revolts were suppressed in strong hands to stop all sorts of opposition and
to accept the dictatorship of the Bolsheviks. In August 1918, the Social
Revolutionary Party attempted to assassinate Lenin. In return, the Bolshevik
government took drastic steps to put down all revolutionary activities against their
government. Then the so-called ‘Red Terror’ was declared by the Bolsheviks to
save their government. Thousands of rebels supporting the Whites including women
were executed and many more thousands were arrested.
On the external front, the Whites captured Stalingrad or Tsaritsyn and
advanced towards Moscow. A Czech troop consisting of 40,000 soldiers marched
through Trans-Siberian Railways to Moscow. Then the Polish army invaded from
the east and Anglo- American troops landed at the port of Archangel to capture
coastal areas of North Russia.
The above crises of the revolutionary government from 1918 to 1920 is
termed as a civil war. But the government under the leadership of Lenin got the
victory in it. The Green army failed to create a central leadership against the
revolution. Again the peasants and workers have no support for them. On the other
hand, a Red army was organized by an able Leader Leon Trotsky to save the
government. Around 50,000 patriotic soldiers and officials of the former Tsarist
regime trained the Red army to fight against the foreign troops. The patriotic
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Russian considered the foreign troops as invaders. Then the red army successfully
crushed the counter-revolutionary forces.
Though the communist government was saved, the results of the civil war brought
huge economic and human loss. The shortage of food, fuel, and attack of epidemic
brought unprecedented hardship to the common life of Russians. Around 15 million
lost their life while 2 million Whites left the country.

8.2.2 War Communism and the NEP
The Bolshevik government under Lenin adopted several policies to protect the
communist state of Russia during the period of crisis from 1918 to 1921. In the
period of the Civil war itself, Lenin took proactive steps to fight against the Whites.
Then, he successfully saved Ukraine from the attack on Poland. He also organized
the third international to promote communism in the whole world.
World Revolution
The Bolsheviks considered the revolution of Russia as the beginning event of the
world revolution. On principle, Lenin believed in the socialist revolution to destroy
capitalism and to establish the dictatorship of the proletariat everywhere in the
whole World. He said that “It is not a question of Russia alone, but this merely is
one phase through which we must pass the way to world revolution”. In March
1919, the Bolshevik Party organized the ‘Third communist international’ - the
meeting of the communist parties of different countries. Thus, the Third
International or Comintern (Communist International) was the preparation aimed at
the world revolution. Zinoviev, its president declared that 'in a year the whole
Europe will be communized'.
Invasion of Poland
In 1920, the newly created state of Poland declared war against Russia. There were
so many factors responsible for that invasion. Firstly, France instigated Poland to
acquire territories, which were occupied by Russia earlier. Secondly, the Polish
landlords expelled from Russia by the Bolshevik government had taken shelter in
Poland. They guided the government of Poland to reconquer their former lands.
Lastly, the crisis of Russia due to civil war was an advantage for Poland.
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The Polish army invaded Ukraine and occupied Kyiv. But the Red Army defeated
the Poles and reached a striking distance of Warsaw, the Capital of Poland. The
fight continued for a long period due to French help to Poland. Finally, in March
1921, the treaty of Riga was signed between Poland and Russia. Poland got a part of
Ukraine and the boundary line between Poland and Russia, the ‘Curzon line’ was
fixed.
War communism
The early phase of socialist reconstruction in Russia was named as war
communism. It was the counterpart of war socialism. The Bolshevik policies to
combat the war, to promote world revolution, and to guide the red army against
foreign invasion were part of war communism. In general, the war communism was
the political, military, and economic strategies of the Bolshevik government during
the civil war to save communism in Russia. Under war communism, Lenin
established Economic centralization to stabilize the Russian economy. He took
steps to regulate the industry and to solve the problem of food shortage.
All industries were nationalized, and private trade was banned. Foreign trade,
banking, railways, and the forest was also controlled by the state. In November
1920, an order was passed to nationalize the enterprises having ten or more
employees and mechanical shops with five or more workers. The food policy of the
government rationalized the distribution of foodstuffs. Foodgrains were seized from
the rich and middle class farmers. The workers were paid in kind. The government
simplified the supply of necessities of life for all. The public utility, transport,
health, and education were made free.
However, the war communism though checked the counter-revolution, yet failed to
bring economic stability. In some areas, the peasants revolted against the food
policy. It was found to be a temporary arrangement to address the problems of food
shortage and to recover the losses of civil war.
New Economic Policy
Lenin was a realist.He abandoned the policy of war communism and took steps to
stabilize the economy. In March 1920, he launched the New Economic Policy
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(NEP) a combined program of state capitalism, state socialism, and private
enterprising. NEP allowed private ownership in agriculture using capitalist
incentives to increase food production. The peasants were allowed to keep a surplus
to make money. Private ownership of small-scale industries was permitted but
heavy industries were put under state ownership. Foreign investment was
encouraged to increase production. The state general planning commission was
established to monitor the planning, control, and management of the economy. NEP
of Lenin was a successful venture. By November 1921, food rationing ended due to
the large-scale production of food grains. It was an example of a mixed economy
i.e. partly controlled and partly free, But the basic principle of socialism was
maintained in its implication. Thus, it was pragmatic communism rightly suitable
for the existed situation of Russia.
8.2.3 Constitution of 1918
After the October revolution of 1917 the constitution adopted in 1918 had decided
the political structure of Russia. It provided that the soviet formed in every city and
district were to be represented in Provincial soviets. All Russian Congress of
Soviets was the supreme political authority representing the soviets of the whole
country. The incorporation of the Transcaucasian region, Ukraine, and Belorussia
with the republic of Russia formed the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR)
in 1922.
The central executive committee drafted the new constitution for the USSR which
came into force in 1924. The constitution provided a central executive committee
with two houses - the 'Union of Soviet' and the Soviet of Nationalities.
Interestingly, the capitalists, clergymen, criminals, and officials of the Tsarist
regime were not allowed to vote in it.
8.2.4 Lenin and the Program of Socialist Construction
Lenin was not only the chief architect of Soviet Russia but also a realist who
successfully consolidate it. He tackled all problems in strong hands. He guided the
Red army, got the support of the royal troops, and saved the government from
internal crisis and foreign invasion. His policy of ‘war communism’ and NEP was a
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successful attempt at internal reconstruction on a Socialist basis. His guidance to
Comintern and diplomatic steps made Russia a prominent country. The communist
accepted him as the father of the Bolshevik revolution and the creator of new
Russia. He died in January 1924.
8.3 MAKING OF A SOCIALIST STATE IN RUSSIA
Views of Trotsky and Stalin
After the death of Lenin in 1924, a conflict began in Russia concerning the
ideological character of the socialist state. Leon Trotsky and Joseph Stalin were the
two most popular figures of that time. Both of them had a difference in their
approach. They were ardent communists and enthusiastic revolutionaries but
differed in ideology. However, the view of Stalin became popular and he played a
prominent role to enumerate the programs of the socialist state of Russia.
Like Lenin, Trotsky believed in the Principle of the 'World Revolution'. He insisted
on the establishment of the ideological character of the Bolshevik Revolution. To
him, the propagation of the Socialist doctrine in the world would help in the
consolidation of the newly created socialist state in Russia. He advocated the theory
of Permanent Revolution to create a chain of Socialist states similar to that of
Soviet Russia in other countries. He believed that Russia should be viewed as the
first in the series of world revolutions. He felt it essential to fight against Capitalism
for the equal distribution of property among the proletariat of the whole world.
Lenin considered Trotsky as the most suitable person to run the communist
government in Russia.
The majority of the socialists accepted Stalin as their role model. He believed in the
doctrine of socialism in a single country, just opposite to the principle of world
revolution. He advocated drastic measures for the existence of an independent
Socialist society, he took the reconstruction of the national economy on a priority
basis. He was convinced in the building of a strong socialist state by radical means.
He also believed in the capitalist country in terms of the commercial and industrial
growth of Russia. He got success in propagating against Trotsky. In 1927, he was
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accepted as supreme leader of the communist party, and Trotsky was expelled from
the party, Stalin was the secretary of the communist party and the most powerful
member of the Politbureau. He remained in power till 1953
Stalin was a realist in politics, who considered the national revival as the first task
of his government. For this he initiated drastic measures to achieve economic
growth. He made Russia strong by centralizing planning of the economy.To
establish a complete socialist society, he removed all sorts of capitalist elements
from agriculture, industry, and trade. The Kulaks were strictly advised to restrict the
use of farm machinery to employ agricultural labourers. The Capitalist made of an
operation in industry and trade was regularized to check profit-making attitude, He
introduced a long term economic development scheme to coordinate all branches of
economy. It resulted in outstanding success in the progress of industry and
agriculture.
8.3.1 Economic Planning: Five Year Plans
Stalin believed in economic centralization and long-term planning for the industrial
and agricultural growth of Russia. He introduced the famous 'Five Year Plan' a
complete economic design meant for economic growth and social progress of
Russia for a term period of five years. The plan aimed to remove private capital and
achieve economic self-sufficiency. He also aimed at developing modern industry
and increasing production like those of capitalist countries. The main principle of
the plan was the nationalization of the economy and industrialization of Russia. The
state planning commission (Gosplan) was formed to coordinate the planned
economy. Thus the goal of the five-year plan was reconstruction of the national
economy through achieving economic independence and increasing the production
of wealth.
First Five-Year Plan (1928-1932)
The First Five-Year Plan implemented in the year 1928-32 aimed at
industrial production and production of industrial machinery. The plan highlighted
the building of factories, production of machinery for transportation, and
establishment of heavy machinery. More importance was given to the
manufacturing of agricultural machinery. Production of Luxury items, shoes,
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clothing, and household goods were not given priority. During the first Five-Year
plan period, production of Coal, pig iron, and petroleum increased to double. The
supply of electric power, establishment of blast furnaces, factories for tractors, and
the automobile was achieved on a large scale. Apart from industrial production, the
use of modern machinery in agriculture and the increase of production in the
agriculture sector was tremendous.
The plan also provided schemes to encourage the workers. Prizes were awarded and
special rations were granted to the workers for their better performance and for
achieving the prescribed limit of production. Thus measures were adopted to
increase production as well as to secure the utmost cooperation of all citizens for
the success of the economic planning. In addition to that technical training with the
support of foreign experts was also arranged for the workers. In agriculture, the
policy of collectivization and cooperative farming (Kolkhosi) was introduced to
increase production. There was a severe Food shortage in 1928 and the government
was compelled to import Food grains and institute Food rationing. To do away with
this problem importance was laid on cooperative farming.
The First Five-Year Plan has also provisions of general education. Compulsory
school education for seven years child was ensured. Society and education were
made free from the influence of the church. Hence, Religion was discouraged as an
unproductive element of the society.
Second Five Years Plan (1932-1937)
The Second Five-Year Plan emphasized qualitative production while the
first plan was more concentrated on quantitative production of the industrial sector.
So it led to the foundation of the industrial structure of the USSR. Emphasis was
laid on the production of consumer’s goods like household goods, clothing, shoes,
etc and to improve transport facilities, particularly the railway lines.
The rise of Adolf Hitler in Germany made USSR aware of its military needs and
manufacturing military equipment and weapons. The second plan also achieved
considerable growth in Coal, Iron, and Petroleum industry along with other heavy
industries including machine-building, electrical engineering, and metallurgy. In the
field of agriculture, the plan accelerated the process of collectivization and
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improvement of the condition of peasants.The introduction of modern scientific
technology in cultivation such as the use of fertilizer and machinery considerably
enhanced agricultural production. By 1935, USSR achieved the goal of food
sufficiency.
Third Five Years Plan (1937-42)
The Third Five-Year Plan was designed to compete with capitalist countries in
terms of increasing growth in industry and technology. The plan aimed at increasing
the productivity of labour. As a result, scientists, craftsmen, and artists got more
wages than the workers. In addition to that, the situation of Europe compelled
USSR to produce more and more arms and military utilities.
Results of the Five Years Plan
The Five-Year Plan indeed brought about unprecedented growth in the field of
agriculture and industry. The huge natural resources of Russia were used properly
for economic growth. The condition of Russian workers and peasants considerably
improved. The problem of unemployment and shortage of food was solved forever.
The development of Sciences such as agricultural and industrial sciences, physical
and mechanics brought tremendous progress to Russia.
The schooling system was set up for peasants and workers.Crèches were established
in factories for the children of women workers and cheap public health care was
provided for all. Better living condition for the workers was ensured.
To achieve all the human considerations, the Russians sacrificed heavily. The new
regime allowed equality but restricted liberty. The socialist doctrines supported
ruthless exploitation of human resources and materials to sustain communism. So
they sacrificed a lot to make their country strong and prosperous.
8.3.2 Policy of Collectivization of Stalin
In 1927-28, an acute shortage of food grains occurred in Russia. To solve the
problem, the government fixed the prices and regulated the supplies of food grains
to town. The peasants refused to sell their grains to the government at the cost of
their loss. Stalin believed that the problem was due to deliberate hoarding by the
rich peasants and traders. In 19128, the members of the communist party toured
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rural areas and seized the grains from the Kulaks. It created discontentment among
the kulaks and peasants but the shortage of food grains remained unsolved.
In 1929, Stalin introduced the policy of collectivization of farming. Accordingly,
the peasants were forced to cultivate together on larger lands for the production of
grains on a larger scale. The collectivization provided that, almost all food grains
produced by them would be given at low prices to solve the food problem by the
government. It is argued that the shortage of grains was due to less production.
Therefore the small size of land and traditional method of cultivation had to be
changed. So the lands were taken by the government from the kulaks for collective
farming by the group of peasants. The collective farming in a large field by the
group of peasants in a cooperative manner known as 'Kolkhoz' was started. The
government supplied modern farm equipment and other technical support for it.
The collectivization was nothing but forceful farming. There were complicated
issues concerning the transfer of land by the Kulaks, its ownership, sharing of
production, etc. The peasants had serious objections to collective farming. They
revolted against it and in protest they destroyed their livestock. The peasants argued
that they were neither rich to use the money for agriculture nor opposing socialism
but they were against collectivization. The government took drastic steps, punished
the peasants, and even deported them. By heavy pressure and ruthless act of
government, it was implemented. But it could not solve the problem due to the bad
harvest of 1930 to 1933.
During the second five-year plan period, the government allowed many concessions
similar to that of independent or private farming to improve food production. A
quota was fixed about the collection of grains from each Kolkhoz. Tax on purchase
of tractor was exempted, funds for fodder and seeds were provided. The
government allowed to sell the surplus in the market. In 1935, the private property
of living quarters, family cattle, and firm equipment was allowed for peasants.
Finally, due to government support for collectivization, production increased, the
problem of food shortage was solved and food sufficiency was achieved. By 1937,
the government-supported modernization of collective farming on a full scale which
resulted in 90 percent of peasants getting benefits from it.
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8.3.3 The Soviet Constitution
In 1936, Stalin promulgated the new constitution of the Soviet Union. It
defined USSR as ‘a socialist state of workers and peasants’. The political
framework prepared by Stalin and the new constitution known as Stalin
Constitution came into existence. The political foundation as defined in the
constitution was 'Soviet of Toilers'.Similarly the economic foundation was the
'Socialist System of the Economy'.It provided that, all the resources, wealth, and
properties are state property - possession of the whole people. Again, the personal
property of the citizen - their income, savings, dwelling houses, etc are protected by
the law.
The Soviet Union - Union of Soviet Socialist Republic was declared as a federal
state, formed by eleven Soviet Republics with equal rights having the reserved right
of seceding from the USSR freely. All citizens of the Soviet unions are supposed to
enjoy some basic rights such as the right to equality, education, work, etc. In
addition to rights, there is also the right to freedom of speech, press, religion,
association, etc.
The constitution also prescribed certain duties for its citizen. The basic duty of
every citizen was to abide by the constitution, to observe the law, to maintain labor
discipline, to accept universal military service to respect the rules of socialist human
intercourse, etc.
The constitution of Stalin provided ultimate authority to the communist party. The
party regulated the affairs of both the central government and the union republics.
The constitution narrates the communist party as ‘the Vanguard of the working
people in their struggle to strengthen and develop the socialist system'. The party
was the leading core of all organizations of the working people both public and
state.
The victory of workers in the class struggle against the capitalist established a new
fabric of socio-economic order. They not only played an active role in establishing
the new order but also took an active part in the new political machinery. Hence,
Lenin believed in the dictatorship of the proletariat in the new regime. But the
constitution of 1936 restructured the political fabric of the USSR by providing a
democratic approach to it. The democratic element of equal rights, universal
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approach, and voting rights for all was added to the socialist framework. Stalin
believed in the dominant position of the communist party in the government. He
admitted that “the dictatorship of the Proletariat is substantially the dictatorship of
the communist party as the force which guided the Proletariat”. Thus, in the process
of the Socialist construction of the USSR, the party overpowered the working class
in terms of influencing the political machinery and making of policy.
In conclusion, the constitution provides more democratic views than the socialist
outlook. It established the dictatorship of Stalin through the party organization. The
constitution framed by Stalin in 1936 continued for the next 41 years. Thereafter, it
was replaced by the Brezhnev constitution of 1977. It is stated that USSR became a
totalitarian state under its authoritarian leader, Stalin. Being an autocrat and
dictator, he reserved USSR to make it string and stabilized. It is also stated that,
without Stalin, USSR might have collapsed before 1991 Stalin ruled USSR with an
iron hand for long 30 years up to 1953. He achieved remarkable success in making
USSR a major industrial world power. Apart from it, urbanization, military
strength, education, and soviet pride were other notable achievements of Stalin
8.4 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1) What were the major changes brought about by the Bolsheviks after the October
Revolution?

2) Discuss the crisis of Revolutionary Government from 1918 to 1920.

3) “The Centralized Planning of Stalin achieved tremendous economic growth of
USSR”. Discuss.
4) Describe the Policy of Collectivization and its Results.
5) Write Short Notes on the following:
a) New Economic Policy of Lenin
b) War Communism
c) Constitution of Stalin
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8.5 LET US SUM UP
The Bolshevik Revolution established a new socio-economic order based on
Socialism. It declared all private property including land as a national property. The
old right and titles were abolished to destroy the machinery of the old regime. The
land was distributed among the landless peasants. All the industries and bank was
nationalized. The Soviets of workers, peasants, and soldiers were organized as
instruments of the socialist government. Thus, the Bolshevik Government under
Lenin laid the foundation of the Socialist reconstruction of Russia.
The Socialist ideology of revolutionary government faced challenges from the
enemies of the revolution like the pro-Tsarist, moderate socialists, and the
republicans. But, the so-called civil war was successfully averted. The Bolsheviks
organized the Red Army to suppress the internal revolts and to avert foreign
invasion.
The Socialist propagation and its establishment were not confined to Russia. The
Bolsheviks aimed at the destruction of Capitalism throughout the world by the
socialist revolution. The meeting of the communist parties of the world i.e. the third
communist international was organized for the propagation of Socialist doctrines.
Then the political, economic, and military policy of the Bolshevik Government was
reflected in a strategy called the war Communism. It saved USSR from the Civil
war, averted external threats, and helped to promote socialism. Lenin introduced the
NEP to stabilize the economy, regulate the industry, and solve the problem of food
shortage in Russia.
After Lenin, the process of the making of the socialist state in Russia was
accelerated by Stalin. He took drastic steps to build Russia a strong socialist country
in the field of industry, agriculture, and military. Stalin was convinced about the
need for economic growth for the national revival of Russia. He initiated a
centralized but planned economy for making of Socialist Society, removal of
capitalist elements for fast improvement of agriculture, trade, and industry.
Stalin introduced the five-year plans to achieve economic self-sufficiency. The
three successive plans brought unprecedented growth in agriculture and industry. It
increased huge natural resources and considerably improved the condition of the
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workers and peasants. It also solved the problem of food shortage and
unemployment forever.
The policy of collectivization of Stalin was also a successful program
concerning the improvement of agriculture and increase of food production. It also
solved the problem of the peasantry and modernized the agriculture sector of
Russia.
The new Soviet Constitution adopted in 1936 by Stalin, defined USSR as a Socialist
of Workers and peasants. The constitution of Stalin also defined the political
foundation of the USSR as 'Soviets of Toilers' and the economic foundation of the
republic as a 'Socialist System of the Economy'. It provides ultimate authority to the
communist party which regulated the affairs of both central government and the
union of the republics. The party was recognized as the leading organization of the
working people and both public and state. Hence, the dictatorship of the Proletariat
established during the period of Lenin seems to have been converted as a
dictatorship of the communist party by Stalin.
Thus, the process of Socialist construction of the USSR overpowered the existed
political machinery and guided in the making of Policy to build a complete socialist
state. However, it made USSR a powerful country under Lenin and Stalin.
8.6 KEY WORDS
Cheka: The Secret Police organization created by the Bolshevik Government to
suppress opposition.
Kulak: The rich and well to do peasants of Russia
Kolkhoz: The collective farming in state-owned land by a group of peasants.
Third International: The association of the communist party of the world - The third
communist international was created in 1919 to promote the
world revolution and spread the Marxian doctrine.
(First International - working men’s association of the world
existed from 1864-76, Second International formed in 1889)
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Deported:

Authoritarian:

Removed from one’s own country by force.

Commanding person with power and authority and opposing the
individual freedom

Totalitarian:

A form of government or political system exercising a high degree
of control and regulation on public life and freedom / absolute
power and control by a single party.

Politbureau:

The political bureau of the central committee of the communist
party/the highest policy-making body of the communist party of
the USSR.

8.7 KEY TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1) See section 3.2.1
2) See section 3.2.1
3) See section 3.2.1
4) See section 3.2.1
5) a) See section 3.2.1
b) See section 3.2.1
c) See section 3.2.1
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