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9.0.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

In the last quarter of the nineteenth century and early years of the twentieth
century, Europe witnessed rapid political, economic, and military developments.
Imperialism, nationalism, militarism, military alliance formation, and other factors
engulfed Europe in a catastrophic war known as the First World War. This war's
experience drastically affected Europe's political, social, and economic status.After
studying the unit, you will be able to…
 understand the political, economic and military developments in Europe
before the commencement of first world war,
 access to what extent these political, economic and military
developments were responsible for the outbreak of the conflict likely by
1914.
 examine how far the nature of fighting in the First World War represents
a new type of conflict, and
 appraisethe impact of the First World War in the history of Europe.

9.1. INTRODUCTION
The ‘Great Powers' of Europe developed a rivalry in the late 19th century,
competing to extend their empires and colonial possessions. European states were
involved in the economic struggle for trade and market dominance. National
insecurity and enmities from 19th-century hostilities fuelled this rivalry. From
1870, most countries strengthened their armies and adopted more advanced
weaponry and tactics. With the rise of nationalism came an increase in
militarisation as countries prepared for war. Meanwhile, a system of alliances and
treaties developed, making any conflict likely to spark a war across Europe.
Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire in the early twentieth century, the
Great Powers sought to establish their interests in the Balkans. Several crises
exacerbated tensions, particularly the Balkan Wars of 1912–13. The ultimate spark
for war came in the Balkans, when the Austro-Hungarian heir was murdered in
Serbia. When Serbia refused to fully meet Austria's requests, Austria declared war.
Due to the international alliance system, Europe, and indeed much of the rest of the
globe, was quickly drawn into a full-scale war from August 1914 to 1918. AustriaHungary and Germany fought against Britain, France, and Russia. The war of
1914-18 was known as 'The Great War' until 1939. There had been great wars
earlier, but none on the size of 1914-18, and none that had impacted the civilian
populations of so many different countries. Thus, with some justice, it became
recognised as not simply a great conflict but the Great War before it’s even more
destructive successor of 1939-45.
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9.2. BACKGROUND OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
The causes of the First World War are so complicated that any attempt to
define them accurately would necessitate the compilation of Europe's diplomatic
history since 1870. In reality, we may need to go back to 1789 or even to Louis
XIV's reign. The causes of this war can be found in the coming together of
numerous forces and tendencies that have been functioning among European states
for a long time. We need to consider some of the crucial events that occurred in the
decades preceding the commencement of World War I to understand the context of
the war.

9.2.1. Economic changes in Europe, c.1870–1914
The impact of economic trends in Europe in the decades preceding 1914
was one long-term cause of the First World War. The nineteenth-century industrial
revolution revolutionised the base of economic power, offering immense strength to
countries that could boost their coal, iron, and steel output. Former great powers
Austria-Hungary and Russia trailed behind, while Britain seized the lead in
industrial development, at least at first. However, by 1900, British dominance was
being questioned as rivalry for economic superiority grew.

9.2.2. Economic growth and competition
Almost every major power boosted steel and iron output prior to WWI.
However, economic growth rates varied, affecting the relative economic strength of
the great countries, fuelling economic competitiveness and rivalry. For example,
Britain feared the USA and Germany, which by 1910 had the highest industrial
production of the European powers. Russia's rapid expansion in pig iron and steel
production was also cause for concern. However, by 1900, Russia had contributed
6% to global iron and steel output, placing it fourth in the globe. Given its
enormous area and mostly untapped raw materials, Russia's potential for expansion
was significant.
Most European countries have made significant investments in railway
infrastructure. Between 1870 and 1910, Russia made the most rapid progress, both
in terms of growth rate and absolute terms, and by 1910, Russia had the greatest
overall railway network. However, because of its huge size, Russia's rail network
was significantly less efficient in coverage than that of the United Kingdom and
Germany. Germany's rail network grew at a remarkable rate of 224 percent between
1870 and 1910. Economic rivalries contributed to deep insecurity in the decades
leading up to 1914, as countries anticipated being overtaken by their competitors.
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Many countries started the conflict believing that if war was inevitable, it was
preferable to fight sooner rather than later to weaken their adversaries.
Because of the consequences for military might, economic expansion has
caused such concern. The creation of a booming manufacturing industry and a rise
in iron and steel output were critical for the fabrication of contemporary military
technology. Similarly, the speedy transit of troops and supplies necessitated the
creation of huge, efficient rail networks. For example, the major expansion of the
Russian railway network had significant military implications because it allowed
the Russian army to be mobilised more quickly, which took over eight weeks in
1906 but only 30 days by 1912. However, in an environment where European
governments prioritised military investment, economic growth and its possible
implications for military strength were just a cause of concern; tensions and
rivalries between nations were already present owing to other factors such as
imperialistic conflicts.

9.3.

IMPERIALISM

Imperialism is the globalisation of Monopoly Capitalism's goal of Capitalistic
Accumulation. It increased production, forcing governments to hunt for new
markets and raw material sources. The major European nations waged aggressive
imperialism around the turn of the century. An empire bestowed economic,
military, and prestige as well as power. France, Britain, and Germany sought
overseas colonies, particularly in Asia and Africa, while Russia and AustriaHungary sought to expand their empires into the Balkans. Imperialism fueled and
fought the rise of nationalism, which grew in reaction to enormous multi-ethnic
empires.
Normally, a country's imperialism was driven by economic and political goals.
There was no obligation to acquire colonies unless a powerful group of political
leaders pushed this agenda. The acquisition of colonies outside of Europe was at the
heart of Britain's, France's, and Germany's imperial ambitions. By 1900, the British
Empire's imperial possessions accounted for 20% of the world's landmass. France
had a significant stake in Africa. Germany, a new country that had only existed
since 1871, was eager to assert influence on the world stage by establishing its own
empire. Hence it was normal for competition for colonies. But, there have been
various disputes between the Great Powers for colonial possessions prior to the
First World War and not all of these disagreements led to war. In 1898, France and
Britain nearly went to war over the possession of the southern Nile. But these issues
were resolved. Russia was also on the verge of war with Britain over Indian
territorial claims. In the end, Britain, France, and Russia fought together in the First
World War. France resented Germany interfering with its interests in North Africa,
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resulting in two significant crises in 1905 and 1911. However, France and
Germany's fundamental source of friction dates back to 1871, when Germany
acquired France's Alsace-Lorraine province.
Russia built an Asian colonial empire that threatened Japan and Britain. Despite
this, all three countries fought together in WWI. Aiming to expand its overseas
empire, Germany began developing a large navy, a trait shared by all great colonial
powers. This naval build-upmay have harmed relations with Britain. Britain
despised Germany's growing ties with the Ottomans. Germany's ambitions for a
railway between Berlin and Baghdad also raised eyebrows, as the British Middle
Eastern Empire was concerned. Although Germany's colonial aspirations and naval
power were unpopular in Britain, there was little sign that these circumstances
would lead to war.

9.3.1. German imperial ambitions
Kaiser Wilhelm II's reign from 1888 demonstrated rising German imperial
ambitions. An international power commensurate with its economic might, the
Kaiser saw imperial policy as a method to attain this. Germany and the German
Emperor must now settle the globe, he stated in 1896. This mentality drove
Germany's new weltpolitik agenda, which wanted to expand its global influence by
acquiring a big navy and colonies. This posed a danger to French and British
imperial ambitions, especially since they already controlled most major colonial
ports. While German foreign minister Bernhard von Bülow assured the other Great
Powers in 1897 that “we do not want to put anyone else in the shade, but we too
demand our place in the sun,” German interventions in global politics prior to 1914
frequently caused significant rifts in European power relations.

9.3.2. The Moroccan Crises, 1905 and 1911
In 1905 and 1911, major European imperial rivalry led to diplomatic spats
over Morocco. North Africa was deemed a French sphere of interest, which Britain
endorsed in 1904. In 1905, when France sought additional sovereignty over
Morocco, Germany objected, arguing it had to be consulted. When France declined
to change its foreign minister and attend an international conference to discuss the
issue, the German military threatened to attack France. The British backed France at
the Algericas Conference in 1906, pushing Germany to agree to give France further
power over Morocco under certain conditions. French troops entered Morocco in
1911, inspiring Germany to do likewise in southern Morocco. Again, Britain and
France protested, forcing Germany to cede 275,000 km2 of French Congo. The
German government felt humiliated and defeated.

9.3.3. How far did imperialism contribute to war in 1914?
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Imperialism increased the possibility of war by igniting rivalries among
European nations and fuelling the rise of nationalist sentiment. The increasing
military might of the great powers increased the likelihood of actual conflicts
erupting from imperial rivalry. In order for war to break out, there would have to be
more at stake than a territorial dispute. After all, the Moroccan Crisis and the
Russian-Austro-Hungarian conflict in the Balkans had been resolved amicably.

9.4.

ALLIANCE SYSTEMS

Europe had six ‘Great Powers' at the end of the 19th century. Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Italy, France, Russia, and the UK wanted to remain safe from
assault and improve their affluence by dealing in as many foreign markets as
possible. In order to protect themselves from assault and expand trade opportunities,
the Great Powers often found themselves in competition, which led to war. By the
end of the 19th century, they had formed coalitions to protect themselves from
competition. Imperial rivalry, economic drive for larger markets, militarism, and
nationalism all contributed to the escalation of tensions. The late-19th-century
alliance network, however, united all of these contributory components. This
system of secret alliances later caused the first world war.

The alliances and ententes from 1879 to 1914
Year of
Formation
1879
1882
1894

1904

1907

1907

Alliance

Members and objective

The Dual Germany and Austria-Hungary formed this alliance in order to
Alliance
defend themselves against Russian aggression.
The Triple
Alliance
The
Franco–
Russian
Alliance
The
Entente
Cordiale
The Anglo–
Russian
Entente
The Triple
Entente

Germany and Austria-Hungary made an alliance with Italy to
stop Italy from taking sides with Russia
Russia made an alliance with France to defend itself against
Germany and Austria-Hungary; meanwhile, France wanted an
ally to defend itself against Germany and Austria-Hungary.
This was an agreement between Britain and France that
recognised the colonial possessions of each other's countries.
This was an agreement between Britain and Russia about
spheresof influence in Asia
The Entente Cordiale and the Anglo-Russian Entente made it
seem that there was a friendship between France, Britain and
Russia – the so-called Triple Entente
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9.4.1. Why were the alliances formed?
Prussian War of 1870, Bismarck endeavoured to construct
After the Franco-Prussian
a network of secret alliances against Germany's foes. This slowly divided Europe
into opposing armed camps. From 1871 to 1890, Bismarck dominated
dominated Europe. He
wanted peace and declared Germany "satiated" as Chancellor of the new German
Empire. He recognised that war, which had given Germany power and international
renown, would destroy her if risked again. That is why Bismarck stood for the
status quo
uo and the new power balance he had achieved through his alliance system.
He understood France was Germany's unconquerable enemy, especially after 1870.
So Bismarck's diplomatic and political skills were used to form alliances to
safeguard Germany. Bismarck's
Bismarc
achievement was to isolate Germany's nemesis,
France diplomatically.. In 1879, Germany formed an alliance with Austria,
promising mutual protection if Russia attacked either Power. In 1882, Bismarck
rged Italy to forgive Austria.
rekindled the Franco-Italian
Italian rivalry over Tunis, and uurged
In 1882, Germany, Italy, and Austria formed a secret Triple Alliance to defend
against France and Russia.

France, weakened since the Franco-Prussian
Franco Prussian War, feared this strong
coalition. Bismarck maintained the Balance of Powe
Powerr arrangement he had finalised
Insurance Treaty with Russia. Isolation was France's fear. But
in 1887 with his Re-Insurance
after Bismarck left office in 1890, his successors abandoned his diplomatic skills.
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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At the Berlin Congress, Russia and Germany fought over the Eastern Question. In
1891, France took advantage of the circumstances and formed an alliance with
Russia. Thus, the Franco–Russian Alliance was founded, which ended France's
isolation and counterbalanced the Triple Alliance. Germany's abandonment of
Bismarckian diplomacy prompted considerable British diplomatic reassessment.
The German Emperor argued that Germany was not a "satiated Power" and called
for a World Empire. He also asserted that the sea held Germany's future. This shift
in German strategy alarmed England and forced it out of "splendid Isolation". It
strengthened the Franco–Russian Alliance. In 1904, Britain and France signed an
Entente Cordiale, ending all disagreements. A similar deal with Russia followed in
1907. In 1907, France, Russia, and England founded the Triple Entente.
All of the alliances were defensive in nature, and they would only act if a
country was invaded. Despite its ententes, Britain had no strong commitments to
Russia or France; when the war broke out, it was Italy that fought alongside France
and Britain. On the other hand, the accords encouraged the powers to consider in
terms of two opposing sides, and Germany felt 'encircled,' or surrounded by
prospective foes. When violence developed, this web of alliances made sure it didn't
stay localised. The situation in Europe became one of "armed peace" as the Triple
Alliance faced the Triple Entente. Though at peace with one another, Europe's
continental powers kept a wary eye on their neighbours, creating an environment of
fear and suspicion.

9.4.2. How far did the alliance systems contribute to war in 1914?
The idea that alliance structures triggered war in the summer of 1914 is
flimsy at best. Except for Italy, all signatories of the two opposing alliances were at
war by mid-August 1914, although not in accordance with or driven by the alliance
agreements. Despite Germany's declaration of war against France's ally Russia,
France did not declare war. Despite their vows of war on Germany, neither did
Austria-Hungary. Despite the British and French declaring war on Austria-Hungary,
Italy did not join the war. The fact that all major alliance signatories ended up at
war, with the exception of Italy at first, was more a reflection of their own particular
goals than the alliance structures themselves. In any case, the Triple Entente's
stipulations did not obligate signatories to military action. The Triple Entente did
lead to conflict by increasing German worries of being encircled by hostile
countries. This added to the appeal of starting a preventative war in which Germany
would have the advantage of striking first before its adversaries were fully prepared.
This was increasingly considered the best method to increase German security,
explaining German actions during the summer of 1914 that seemed to urge conflict.
This agenda was not stimulated by the Triple Entente alone, not least since its terms
were defensive and imprecise, posing little immediate or direct threat to Germany.
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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Concerns over France and Britain's growing military strength due to higher defence
expenditures fueled German uneasiness.

9.5.

MILITARISM

Prior to the First World War, militarism grew, resulting in larger armies and more
weapons. This was aided by economic and scientific advancements that improved
mass production and led to the manufacture of new weapons. The great power of
Europe felt that a nation unwilling to invest in new weapons, technologies, and
transportation infrastructure would be at a severe disadvantage in any future
military confrontation.
Militarism was the second major cause of the war, intimately linked to the
secret alliance system. This system of massive armies originated with the French
Revolution and was continued by Napoleon. Bismarck enlarged and improved it
during the German unification. After the Franco-Prussian War in 1870, all the Great
Powers' military and naval weaponry grew in size. This armed race was accelerated
for self-defence. Nation-wide fear and suspicion grew. Fearful neighbours were
immediately intimidated into doing likewise if one country strengthened its army or
built critical railways. So the arms race raged on, especially after the Balkan wars of
1912-13. Anglo-German naval rivalry contributed to the war. Militarism also means
a powerful military and naval force psychologically prepared for an early fight. War
promised rapid promotion and high distinction to these specialists. It does not imply
that they advocated war for personal gain. Nevertheless, the opportunity to put their
war preparedness into practise has to have had a psychological effect.

9.5.1. The arms race
From the mid-1890s, all major European countries' defence expenditures
climbed steadily, but dramatically after 1905. This surge was largely due to
economic and technological advancements that enabled new weaponry types and
sizes.

The growth in armed forces: In the decades preceding up to the First
World War, most major European countries invested heavily in their standing
armies. All major European powers had sizable armies by 1914. The Triple Entente
had a 1.5 million man edge over Germany and Austria-Hungary in terms of total
standing army numbers. The Entente states' standing armies grew faster than
Austria-and Hungary's Germany's, with the latter growing the slowest. All countries
planned to call up reservists and subsequently conscripts in case of conflict, so the
size of standing armies only gives a partial picture.
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The naval arms race: A naval armaments competition arose between
Britain and Germany in the decade preceding 1914. As a result, the Kaiser planned
to establish a German navy that would threaten British naval supremacy. Admiral
Alfred von Tirpitz devised a bold plan to expand the German fleet, which was
accomplished in the Navy Bill of 1900. The British saw this as a threat to their
maritime dominance and the security of their empire, both of which required a
robust fleet. As a result, the British intensified their shipbuilding programme,
culminating in the launch of a new battleship class, the HMS Dreadnought, in 1906.
The Dreadnought set a new benchmark for modern battleships as the first strongly
armed battleship with only massive cannons capable of destroying opposing ships
from considerable distances. In 1908, the Germans launched their own dreadnought
battleship, not wanting to be left behind. The naval armaments race heated up.

9.5.2. How did the arms race contribute to war in 1914?
Part of the anxiety caused by the armaments race may be seen in German
measures that were essential in escalating the crisis of July 1914 into war. In the
years running up to 1914, the German government and military began to believe
that Germany was losing the weapons race in terms of its long-term ability to keep
up with its competitors. This fear was supported by evidence. Germany was
especially concerned about Russia, whose defence spending was increasing at a
faster rate and whose potential resources were significantly higher than Germany's.
As a result, the German military high command came to believe that if European
war was unavoidable in the near future, Germany's best chance for victory rested in
a pre-emptive strike while it was still militarily stronger than its adversaries.
General von Moltke expressed this attitude at the Kaiser's so-called 'War Council,' a
meeting held in December 1912 between the Kaiser and his military and naval
advisers, and can be seen to have influenced German decisions in July 1914, which
directly contributed to the escalation of military conflict.

9.5.3. Military Plan
Military strategy and tactics had to be rethought in light of new military
technologies. In the decades leading up to World War I, all of the main nations
devised new military strategies. All of these plans were based on the significance of
a quick offensive. Military planners were persuaded that any conflict would be
brief. This incorrect perception encouraged the notion that the major battles would
be fought during the opening offensives. Since a result, it was critical that
mobilisation take place promptly, as any delay could give the adversary an
insurmountable advantage.
The threat of a two-front conflict was particularly frightening to German
military planners. This became a feasible possibility following the 1894 alliance
between France and Russia. In response to this threat, and in accordance with the
priority given to offensive operations, German security was based on Count Alfred
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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von Schlieffen's plan, devised in 1897. The so-called Schlieffen Plan planned for
German soldiers to invade France by a multi-pronged hook, passing through
northern France, Belgium, and the Netherlands while avoiding the heavily defended
French border with Germany to surround Paris and defeat it in six weeks. This
would allow German troops to turn back and face the Russians to the east before the
massive Russian army arrived. It was predicted that the Russian army would be
fully functioning in at least eight weeks. The success of the plan hinged on the hook
formations moving quickly into France; any delay, either before or during the
offensive, would throw the initiative to Germany's adversaries. In this environment,
Germany's security measures required fast mobilisation.
Early mobilisation was also emphasised in Russian military plans to
compensate for logistical and organisational challenges that would cause the
Russian army to be late in reaching combat preparedness. This helps to understand
why Russia issued a mobilisation order on July 30, 1914, escalating the conflict
substantially. However, unlike German military plans, mobilisation did not have to
be accompanied by a declaration of war.
The French military plans were based on Plan XVII, which was set up by
Joseph Joffre, the chief of the general staff, in 1913. A concerted attack on German
forces over the German border was at the heart of the plan. The offence was pushed
once more. The plan's incompatibility with the character of the German advance in
1914, which avoided the Franco-German border at Lorraine, highlighted the
limitations of French military intelligence and the French high command's
unwarranted belief in the relative strength of the relative strength its forces.
Like those in Germany, military planners in Austria-Hungary had to contend
with the possibility of a multi-front conflict. In Galicia, Austria-Hungary would
most certainly fight Serbian soldiers to the south and Russian forces to the east. If
Romania joins the war (as it did in August 1916), Austria-Hungary will be fighting
on three fronts. The Austro-Hungarian army was technologically inferior to its
adversaries and would be outmanned. As a result, Austria-Hungary looked for
strong help from its German ally.
On the eve of 1914, the British had a tiny standing army, but it was
envisaged that this would be quickly assembled and moved to France to help
oppose any German onslaught. The Royal Navy of the United Kingdom would be
deployed to defeat the German navy, impose a blockade on Germany, and defend
the Triple Entente's supply ships from enemy attack.

9.5.4. How did military plans contribute to war?
The nature of most pre-1914 military plans increased the likelihood of war
greatly. All were founded on the optimistic assumption that a war might be won in a
matter of months. This assumption was proven to be incorrect. If this had been
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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suspected to any substantial amount before the war, the majority of countries would
likely have pushed harder in the summer of 1914 to avoid going to war than they
did. The German Schlieffen Plan holds a specific share of blame for the beginning
of war, since its emphasis on quick action following a mobilisation order led
Germany to view mobilisation in other countries as an unavoidable precursor to
war. It also rendered war inevitable after Germany issued the mobilisation order.

9.6.

NATIONALISM

In the decades leading up to the First World War, the main European
countries experienced an increase in strident and militant nationalism. This was
typically linked to national pride in both military might and cultural ideals and
customs. Nationalistic sentiment was not new in the decades leading up to 1914, but
a number of previous events had bolstered it. It was bolstered by national pride
engendered by the rise of militarism and economic power in these years and the
international competitiveness that these factors sparked. The desire to extol national
superiority was also motivated by more subtle ideological factors. These arose from
the eventual acceptance of scientist Charles Darwin's evolutionary views. The belief
that some nations were naturally 'fitter' or stronger than others and that it was their
destiny to triumph over weaker nations arose from Darwin's depiction of natural
selection, in which the weaker aspects of a species die off and the 'fittest' remain.
Because the press and governments supported nationalistic emotion, it increased.
The press was responding to an existing nationalism that it knew would appeal to its
audience, but its promotion of patriotism tended to cement and encourage it even
more. Governments promoted nationalism as a justification for increasing military
spending.

9.6.1. How did nationalism contribute to war?
Nationalistic feelings of rivalry and superiority created an environment in
which war was not as carefully avoided as it could have been, but rather seen as an
opportunity to assert dominance. Indeed, the risk of going to war may have seemed
more worthwhile because nationalistic pride encouraged optimism in victory.
Nationalistic sentiment influenced entire populations, diplomats, and governments,
making them more willing to risk war in the belief that their people would shoulder
the financial burden and mobilise when called to arms. In the case of Slavic
nationalism, it directly contributed to the war by leading to the assassination of
Franz Ferdinand, which sparked the outbreak of conflict in 1914. By 1914,
European conflict was a distinct possibility, but not unavoidable. Economic and
imperial competition, alliance systems, and rising militarism had made relations
between European countries increasingly fragile. These factors contributed to
increased insecurity and nationalistic pride among European governments at the
same time. As a result, governments in 1914 were more likely to resort to war as the
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best way to protect their power and position before their adversaries became too
powerful. However, a specific crisis would be required to turn the threat of war into
actual conflict.

9.7.

UNREST IN THE BALKANS

The Balkan was a crucial region of Europe for two major European empires:
Austria-Hungary and Russia. This predominantly Christian territory, which was
once part of the Ottoman Empire, had seceded and formed sovereign states.
However, these states were not always stable because new states did not necessarily
include all members of the same national groupings. Many Serbs, for example, were
forced to live in parts of the Austrian Empire rather than the newly formed state of
Serbia. Not only did there exist a complex mix of ethnicities, some in their own
nations and others under foreign administration, but the situation also provided
fodder for antagonism between Russia and Austria.
9.7.1. The Bosnian Crisis, 1908
Since 1878, Austria has controlled Bosnia and Herzegovina, a Balkan
country with two provinces. Russia and Austria agreed in September 1908 that
Austria will legally annex these regions into the Austrian Empire at some point in
the future. In exchange, Austria agreed to back Russia's demand that battleships be
able to transit from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean via the Turkish Straits, the
waterway connecting the two seas near Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul). By
an international agreement signed in 1841, Russia was barred from using this route.
Austria completed the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in October 1908, but
did so without adhering to the terms of the treaty. Serbia was outraged by the
acquisition of the two regions, which Serbs predominantly populated, and Russia
backed up its concerns. On the other hand, Germany backed Austria, forcing Russia
to give in and quit backing Serbia, which was obliged to accept Austrian annexation
in 1909. Serbia was bitter of the crisis' result, and Russia was embarrassed by being
forced to back down. Germany's backing, on the other hand, encouraged Austria.
9.7.2. The Balkan Wars, 1912–13
Another independent country that threatened Austria was Serbia. It had
declared independence from Ottoman rule in 1830 and grew significantly as a result
of Ottoman conflicts in 1912 and 1913. The Balkan League was founded in 1912 by
Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece, and Montenegro. The goal of this alliance was to force the
Turks out of Europe. An internal revolution (1908–09) and a war with Italy over
control of North Africa (1911–12) diverted the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire's
attention. Taking advantage of this chance, the Balkan League attacked the Turks in
October 1912, beginning the Balkan Wars (1912–13). In Serbia, there were strong
anti-Austrian organisations. The League's early success alarmed the Great Powers,
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particularly Austria, which was concerned about Serbia's expansion. The Treaty of
London negotiated a settlement, but certain Balkan states were displeased with the
terms of the accord, causing friction among the Balkan allies. The Bulgarians, who
felt the most betrayed, launched war on both Greece and Serbia, but Serbia, Greece,
Turkey, and Romania defeated them. Serbia expanded into the Kosovo region and
northern and central Macedonia due to the territorial changes. Except for the
territory around Adrianople, Turkey was exiled from Europe, and Greece defeated
its navy. Austria insisted on an autonomous Albania to prevent Serbia from
accessing the Adriatic Sea. Bulgaria had been heavily crushed and had lost all of its
advantages; as a result, it turned to Austria as an ally rather than Russia, its old
partner. The wars were not enormous in size, with only 122,000 people killed. The
Great Powers had acted together and had not joined in the fighting. However, there
were major consequences:
 Serbia was viewed as a threat and an adversary by Austria. It was
concerned about the war's rapid expansion of Serbian land and
power.
 Although Russia had not actively aided Serbia, it needed to preserve
good relations with Serbia to maintain power in the Balkans after the
loss of Bulgaria.
 Serbian nationalist sympathies towards Austria were high as a result
of having to give up its conquests and the foundation of the new state
of Albania.
 Austria had sought Germany for assistance against Serbia and, if
required, Russia, and the seed of the potential had been planted.

9.8.

THE ASSASSINATION OF ARCHDUKE FRANZ
FERDINAND, 28 JUNE 1914- IMMEDIATE CAUSE

An assassination was the immediate cause of the outbreak of the war. On a
state visit to Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian
Empire and his wife were killed by a terrorist on June 28, 1914. Bosnian Serbs
resented Austria's annexation of the region in 1908 and wished to see Bosnia
incorporated into Serbia as an independent country. Several terrorist organisations
worked against Austrian rule in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and one of them, the
Black Hand Secret Society, went to Sarajevo to assassinate Archduke Franz
Ferdinand. After a failed first attempt, a wrong turn by the royal car's driver gave
Black Hand member Gavrilo Princip a second chance, and he shot the archduke and
his wife.
In response to the outrage, Austria made a series of demands that Serbia saw
as jeopardising its independence. It refused to meet with them, provoking war.
Austria was Germany's ally and relied on its support. Serbia leaned on Russia, the
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greatest of the Slav powers, for support, and Russia was allied with France. As a
result, both parties had powerful allies.
allies. Because of the international agreement
system, a local dispute could easily escalate into a European war
war.
The main powers' military
plans called for mobilising their
soldiers as soon as feasible. It was
difficult to halt once this started,
and whenn the deadline for Serbia's
acceptance of Austria's ultimatum
passed, the risk of war was so
high that Russia mobilised.
Germany was contacted by
Austria. In the occurrence of a
war with Russia, Germany
planned to invade and defeat
Russia's ally France soon
n in order
to avoid fighting on two fronts.
The French began mobilising as a result of Russia's refusal to suspend its war
preparations. Germany went to war with Russia because Russia wouldn't get rid of
its troops. The war between France and Germany was proclaimed.
proclaimed. Britain was
afraid of becoming isolated, but Belgium was its only formal ally. On the other
hand, German war plans included an invasion of Belgium, prompting Britain to
declare war on Germany. As a result, Europe's war began.
23 Jul
28 Jul
29 Jul
30 Jul
1 Aug
2 Aug
3 Aug
4 Aug

Timeline: Key events
even that led to war in July–August 1914
Austria issues an ultimatum to Serbia
Austria declares war on Serbia after Serbia only accepts eight of
Austria’s ten demands
Russia orders partial mobilisation of its forces
Germany mobilises
m
and demands that Russia demobilise
France mobilises; the German ultimatum to Russia expires at
noon; Germany declares war
Russia declares war; Germany issues an ultimatum to Belgium to
allow the
passage of German troops
Germany
ny declares war on France
German forces invade Belgium shortly after 8 a.m.; the British
government issues an ultimatum to Germany stating that it must
withdraw by midnight; Britain declares war on Germany

6 Aug

Austria-Hungary
Hungary declares war on Russia
Russ

10 Aug

Britain and France declare war on the Austro-Hungarian
Austro Hungarian Empire
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9.9.

NATURE AND PRACTICE OF THE FIRST WORLD
WAR

The First World War was a different form of conflict in many ways. It is often
considered to be the first example of modern total conflict. As a result, countries
committed unprecedented resources to the war effort, blurring the line between
civilians and soldiers to unprecedented levels. New weaponry affected the nature of
the conflict on the battlefield, however tactical thought did not always evolve
quickly enough to fully exploit their potential. The war of 1914–18 was fought on a
scale that previous generations had never seen. The armies were much bigger, and
there were a lot more casualties. The whole population was involved in the war
effort, and the government had a lot more control over the people and resources of
each country than ever before. The weapons were more deadly and varied than ever
before, including gas, flame throwers, aircraft, huge artillery, and more advanced
machine guns.
Even though it was called a "world war," most of the fighting between 1914
and 1918 took place on two fronts. The area between the English Channel and the
Swiss border was called the "Western Front." From the Baltic Sea to the Black
Sea, the Eastern Front was much bigger.
The conflict was marked by sudden bursts of activity and the mobilisation of
millions of troops. Movement was restricted for much of the battle, and both sides
dug in behind increasingly sophisticated lines of defence.
•
Aside from the two main theatres of conflict, there were also more fluid
campaigns — in the Middle East, the Balkans, and Africa. After joining
the war in support of France and Britain in 1915, fighting erupted in
Italy as well; nevertheless, the struggle was slow and static.
•
For long of the war's course, attrition was a crucial feature: neither side
could gain a decisive victory on the battlefield, so they had to wear
down the enemy by emptying its soldiers and resources.
•
The maritime war was marked by blockades and attacks on merchant
shipping as each side attempted to starve the other.
•
The employment of air power foreshadowed future improvements, but
technology at the time was not advanced enough for air warfare to be
decisive.
•
Rapid shifts in the latter months of the war foreshadowed the nature of
the Second World War and certain post-1945 conflicts.
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•

•

•

The war ushered in a new era of weaponry development. Air power had
gone considerably beyond the basic combat of 1914, with larger and
more precise artillery. The huge battleships had failed to make an
impact, but Germany's submarines had come close to winning the war.
The tank was a significant military advancement. It was widely
assumed that future conflicts would heavily rely on tanks and aviation
following the war.
Civilians contributed to the war effort in a variety of ways, including
factory labour. The war required a lot of popular support and
perseverance. The public accepted significantly greater governmental
regulations, such as rationing and conscription, as a result of
propaganda.
There was occasional opposition to enemy occupation, such example in
Belgium and northern France, but this was met with severe repression;
citizens themselves became targets of military action as aircraft bombed
cities. There was little evidence of guerrilla warfare or organised
opposition movements during this period.

9.10. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS OF THE WAR
Contrary to pre-war hopes of a brief war that would be "finished by
Christmas," the First World War turned into a long war of exhaustion, with victory
going to the side that could maintain the conflict the longest. The conflict lasted
more than four years and cost a staggering amount of lives and property. The war
had an almost equal impact on both the winners and losers. Despite the fact that the
Allies triumphed, they paid a high price.
Year Western Front
1914 German invasion of
Belgium, France and
Luxembourg Battle of
Marne
leading
to
stalemate and trench
warfare
1915 Second Battle of Ypres
(first use of gas)

1916

Eastern Front
Russian invasion
of east Prussia
Battles
of
Tannenberg and
Masurian Lakes

German
attack
on Brusilov
Verdun The Somme Offensive
Offensive
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Eastern Front
British forces occupied
Basra in the Mesopotamian
Campaign German colonies
in Asia taken by Allied
forces
Gallipoli Campaign British
forces took Kut in the
Mesopotamian Campaign
German South-West Africa
surrendered to the Allies
The Ottoman siege of Kut
British and Arab forces
took Medina British forces
17

1917

1918

took Baghdad
Aqaba captured
Allies

The French Nivelle Brusilov
by the
Offensive Third Battle Offensive
of
Ypres
(Passchendaele) Battle
of Cambrai (first use of
massed tanks)
Ludendorff Offensive
Treaty of Brest- German
East
Africa
Litovs
surrendered to the Allies
Damascus captured by the
Allies

9.10.1. European Phase of the War
The war lasted until the beginning of 1917, and it was mostly a European
conflict. European issues and authority over the colonies were at the centre of the
conflict. The war's major theatre had been Europe. The German plan was to end the
war in just a month. As a result, German armies assaulted France by overrunning
Belgium. Within a few days, German troops had arrived in the Paris area. The
Germans, on the other hand, were unable to maintain their lead. The French troops
drove them to flee to the Aishe River's bank, which served as a natural defence line.
During the next three years, the warring groups failed to make much progress in
either direction. There was a stalemate. On this front, the fighting claimed many
lives. 700,000 Germans, 850,000 French, and 90,000 British soldiers died alone in
the first four months.
However, important combat had taken place on the Russian and Balkan
fronts. Russian troops were unable to conquer East Prussia on the Russian front,
while Austria suffered devastating defeats on the Balkan front. The Austrians were
driven out by the Serbians. Turkey cut down the supply line and tried to prevent the
Allies from sending supplies to Russia by sea. Turkey became a member of the
Central Powers in November of 1914.
In the middle of 1915, the combined Austro-German army inflicted
devastating defeats on the Russian forces. With these setbacks, the Tsarist Empire
began to crumble. Meanwhile, Bulgaria allied with the Central Powers, bolstering
their military might and striking might. Serbia has now fallen to the central powers.
Italy was persuaded to act in favour of the Allies at this point. However, Italy's
intervention had no effect on the outcome of the war. Important wins were won by
the Central Powers. We have control of the entire territory from Hamburg to the
Persian Gulf.
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

18

In February 1916, the Central Powers attacked the Allies with everything
they had. Their plan was to beat the Allies badly and force them to agree to their
terms for ending the war. This plan didn't work. Both people and things were lost in
large numbers in Germany. Austria was defeated by Russia. Now, Romania joined
the Allies, and Greece soon stopped being neutral and helped the Allies. Now, the
joint attack against the Central Powers on the Balkan front put an end to the war for
Bulgaria. The Germans lost on many different fronts. They started unrestricted
submarine warfare at sea to stop the ships carrying supplies to Britain. Even though
this plan worked well, it forced the United States to join the war on the side of the
Allies. So, the war spread around the world.
The war has now been going on for four years. Europe lost a lot of people
and a lot of money. Europe was almost going to fall apart. Peace is now what
everyone wants. In July 1917, the German Reichstag passed a law for peace. Many
important people pleaded for peace to save European civilization, but things were
only going to get worse.

9.10.2. Global Phase of the War
The United States joining the war and the successful end of the Russian
Revolution in 1917 changed everything about the war. It went from being a
European conflict to a world conflict. Different ideas were also brought to light by
the US intervention and the Russian revolution. While the Russian revolution
spread revolutionary ideas, the US tried to make the world safe for democracy and
peace. President Wilson of the United States released his famous 14-point plan.
The war was a big reason why the Tsarist regime in Russia fell. After the
Tsar fell, the Bolsheviks took power and signed the Brest-Litovsk Treaty with
Germany to get out of the war in March 1918. In the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk,
signed on March 3, 1918, Germany and its allies agreed to an armistice, but only
after putting in place harsh peace terms. After that, Russia got out of the war.
According to the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, signed in March 1918, Russia lost: 2.6
million km2 of land, including Poland, Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia, Finland, and
Ukraine; 75% of its iron ore and 90% of its coal; almost half of its industry; 55
million people; and almost half of its best farmland. Most of this land went to
Germany. So, Germany and Russia were no longer at war.
Since the start of the conflict, the United States has maintained strict
neutrality. As a result of Germany's submarine warfare, which increasingly targeted
US warships, and the finding of proof that Germany was urging Mexico to invade
the United States, she violated her neutrality and joined the Allies in April 1917.
The impact of US troops and supplies was a tremendous boost for the tired Allies.
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Although it would take several months for major numbers of American soldiers to
arrive on the Western Front, by March 1918, 250,000 men per month were arriving
in Europe. This awareness had a devastating effect on German morale in 1918, as
Germany's own manpower reserves were fast depleting.
In April 1917, the United States fought on the side of the Allies. After the
United States entered the war, President Wilson issued his famous Fourteen Point
Program, which was defined as the country's military objectives. The 14 points
included, among other things, open peace covenants rather than secret pacts,
freedom of the seas, the removal of barriers to international trade, the reduction of
arrangements, justice for colonial peoples, the right to self-determination for
Europe's various subject minorities, and the establishment of an international body
to maintain world peace.

9.10.3. End of the War
The presence of the United States sufficiently increased the Allies' striking
capacity. The United States sent both personnel and materials. By July 1918, the
number of American soldiers on the various fronts had risen to over 300,000. The
Central Powers had no chance of obtaining new supplies. Therefore, they were
unable to withstand the Allies' attack. Consequently, they surrendered one by one
during the second half of 1918. Bulgaria capitulated in September, followed by
Turkey in October. In November, the Hapsburg monarchy crumbled as Emperor
Charles abdicated. The German now had no escape route. In early November,
Emperor William II abdicated and Germany capitulated. The war so concluded with
the Allies' victory.
The conflict had lasted four years and three months. Thirty states from
Europe, America, Asia, and Africa were involved in the conflict, which saw four
dynasties fall and seven new states emerge. The conflict claimed the lives of almost
18 million people and cost approximately $ 333 billion.

9.11. EFFECTS AND RESULTS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Military strategy and tactics, technology, and home front management were
all vital in determining the result of the First World War. However, because both
sides had roughly equal technological capabilities, technology did not prove to be
the deciding factor in the Allied triumph, while having a huge impact on the war's
nature. The handling of the war ultimately dictated its fate. The Allies succeeded
because, unlike Germany and its allies, they had the resources to fight for a long
time. With hindsight, Germany was destined to fail once the Schlieffen Plan failed
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and a long, two-front war broke out, unless it could strike a decisive strategic
victory against the Allies, which it failed to do.
The First World War had a substantial impact on post-war politics, not least
in terms of territorial changes made to Europe's geography following the conflict.
The post-war political settlement was an attempt to build a lasting peace, but it
created a legacy of bitterness and instability that contributed to future upheaval in
various ways. The war's economical ramifications were also substantial. The
conflict had claimed the lives of a large number of men and changed the lives of
civilians. Long after the war ended, the war's impact on European society,
governments, and economics was felt.

9.11.1. The social impact of the First World War
The impact of the First World War on society in Europe was enormous. The
number of casualties was staggering. Women had newfound freedoms and
employment prospects at home, and the state had interfered in its residents'
economy and daily lives to an unprecedented degree. However, not all of these
alterations were permanent. As a result of the conflict, all countries suffered
massive casualties and accumulated significant debts, while some suffered more
than others. With up to 10 million men slain, it was significantly more deadly than
any previous European conflict. Many men had been severely wounded and were
unable to work when they got home. Many civilians were murdered in the fighting,
though figures vary greatly depending on whether starvation and disease casualties
are included. The Spanish influenza outbreak killed millions over the world, in
addition to those killed directly by the conflict. Women contributed more to the
First World War than in any other modern conflict to that point.
Because women were needed to undertake important military tasks and fill
the jobs of men who had joined armies, the war brought unprecedented employment
prospects for women. As a result, women made up a bigger part of the workforce in
Europe than ever before. In 1918, the proportion of women working in France had
climbed to 47 percent, up from 35.5 percent in 1911. Overall female employment
increased from 24% in 1914 to 37% in 1918 in the United Kingdom. Women made
up about half of the industrial labour in Russia, while over a million women worked
in military production in Austria-Hungary.
Despite their success as industrial workers, many women ceased working at
the end of the war. Two-thirds of British women had left jobs taken during the war
by 1920. By 1921, the proportion of working women in France had returned to
1911 levels. Although this was partly owing to the rise of this sector, the nature of
women's employment after the war saw a more permanent movement away from
domestic service and toward white-collar jobs. Women's earnings have likewise
remained lower than men's. Many women in the 1920s, on the other hand,
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developed a new sense of liberation as they began to defy social norms by living
alone, smoking, working, and wearing new clothes, among other things. Women
were allowed the vote for the first time after the war in Russia, Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Canada, and the United Kingdom in 1918, Germany in
1919, and the United States in 1920.

9.11.2. The political impact of the First World War
Post-war peace settlements: When the fighting stopped, the massive work
of rebuilding a durable peace from the ruins of war started. The Allies attempted to
build a permanent peace by imposing peace accords on the defeated countries.
However, these accords have been accused for contributing to future European
instability by instilling deep hatred among defeated nations. In addition to imposing
severe military restrictions and punitive economic penalties, these postwar
settlements drastically redrew territorial boundaries in Europe, with all defeated
countries losing land.
The key terms of the peace treaties signed after the First World War
Country Treaty
(date)

Treaty of Versailles (1919)

Germany

Austria

Treaty of
St
Germain
(1919)

Land

Reparations

 Ten per cent of its land was
removed and redistributed
including:
 Alsace-Lorraine to France
 West Prussia, Posen and
Silesia to Poland
 Eupen,
Malmedy
and
Moresnet to Belgium
 Northern
Schleswig
to
Denmark
 Hultschin to Czechoslovakia
 Danzig and the Saarland
became mandates of the
League of Nations.
 All colonies were lost

Reparations set
at 132 billion
gold marks (but
never paid in
full)

The army has been
reduced to 100,000
men. There will be
no air force, no
tanks,
and
no
artillery. The Navy
is limited to six
battleships,
12
destroyers,
12
torpedo boats, and
no
submarines,
according to the
Pentagon.
The
Rhineland
was
designated as a
demilitarised zone.

Before a
monetary
value for
reparations
was
established,
Austria went

Army reduced to
30,000 men
No Air Force
No Navy

Lost land including:
• Bohemia and
Moravia to
Czechoslovakia
• BosniaHerzegovina and
Croatia
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to Yugoslavia
• Galicia to Poland
The Tyrol to Italy

Hungary

Treaty of
Trianon
(1920)

Bulgaria

Treaty of
Neuilly
(1919)

Turkey

Treaty of
Sèvres
(1920)



bankrupt...

Lost over two-thirds
of its territory and
64 per cent of its
pre-war population.
 Transylvania was
given to Romania
 Slovakia, Ruthenia
were handed over to
Czechoslovakia
 Slovenia and
Croatia were ceded
to toYugoslovia
Various lands lost to
Greece,
Romania and
Yugoslavia(thereby losing
access to the Mediterranean
Sea

Reparations
set at 200 m
million gold
crowns
(payment
suspended
due to
Hungary’s
financial
difficulties)

Army reduced to
35,000 menNo
air force, no
tanks, no
submarines

Reparations
set
at £100
million

Lost land including Southwestern Anatolia to Italy
• Western Anatolia to create
Kurdish and Armenian
states
• Smyrna and Eastern
Thrace to GreeceMiddle
Eastern possessions became
mandates under the control
of Britain and France

None

The army has
been reduced to
20,000 men.
There is no air
force. The
Navy's torpedo
boats and motor
boats have been
reduced to four,
and there are no
submarines.
The army has
been reduced to
50,000 men.
There will be no
air force, tanks,
or submarines.
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The disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires brought
about the most profound alterations in Europe's map. In the concluding weeks of the
war, the new countries of Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia were founded partly from
former Austro-Hungarian Empire lands and given formal recognition by peace
treaties. When the peacemakers re-drew Europe's borders, they often tried to
include the idea of self-determination. They did this to reduce the instability caused
by the desire of different ethnic groups to rule themselves, which had helped start
the war in 1914. For example, Slavic peoples made up the majority of the new state
of Yugoslavia. However, self-determination was not entirely realised, with over
three million Hungarians and 12.5% of Germany's pre-war population settling in
other countries. It has been suggested that as nationalist parties struggled for
independence, especially in Eastern Europe, this contributed to future instability.
The high amounts of reparations set by the post-war treaties have been
criticised for making the economy bad and the government unstable. John Maynard
Keynes, a British economist, was one of the first and most outspoken critics of the
Treaty of Versailles from an economic point of view. In his book The Economic
Consequences of the Peace (1920), he said that the treaty was unfair to Germany
because it made Germany pay too much. He said that it would hurt Germany's
chances of getting better and the long-term economic interests of the Allies by
making trade less likely. It would also give Germany a reason to get even in the
future. Most of the criticism of the post-war treaties has been based on the claim
that they led to political instability in Europe, which in turn led to the Second World
War.
Russia: In February 1917, a revolution in Russia forced the army to replace the
tsar's autocratic rule with the Provisional Government. This government worked to
continue the war against the Central Powers while also trying to help with food
shortages caused by the war. The failures of this government led to another
revolution by the Bolsheviks in October 1917. They signed the Treaty of BrestLitovsk, which ended the war between Russia and the Central Powers. By this time,
Russia as a state was falling apart, and a civil war broke out. It didn't end until
1921, after up to eight million people had died. The Bolsheviks won, and Russia
became known as the Soviet Union. It was the first country in the world to be run
by communists. As early as 1918, the Bolsheviks were part of making Europe's
politics unstable. They did this because they wanted to control more areas.
Germany: At the end of 1918, Germany became a republic. The parties in the
Reichstag and the army worked together to make this government. The republic
survived a series of communist-inspired revolts: in Berlin in January and March
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1919, Munich until May 1919, and the Ruhr valley in March 1920. It also dealt with
nationalists to overthrow the government: the Kapp Putsch in
two attempts by ultra-nationalists
Berlin in 1920 by a paramilitary group, and the Munich Putsch in Munich in 1923
by the Nazi Party. After the economy started to get better in 1924, multi-party
multi
elections helped the German Republic
Republic get back on track and grow. However, the
Great Depression caused a series of political crises.
Italy: Italy joined the First World War in order to get the land outlined in the secret
Treaty of London, which the Allies signed in 1915. After the war, Italy didn't get all
of the land it was promised or all of the land it wanted. Soldiers were promised jobs
and land during the war, but when it was over, they went back to being poor and
living in bad conditions. Industrialists, workers, landowners, and poor
poor peasants had
different political views, which led to violence and the formation of armed groups.
industrialist-backed
Benito Mussolini became the leader of the Blackshirts, an industrialist
conservatives,
paramilitary group that fought against other groups. By 1922, many conservat
including Italy's king, thought that Mussolini's group, which had become a political
party, was the only group that could stop a communist revolution like the
Bolsheviks. Mussolini was named prime minister, and he quickly set up a
dictatorship that lasted
asted until 1943.

Fig-1.
1. Central Europe after the Peace Settlement
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Central and eastern Europe: Austria-Hungary was broken up into a number of
new republics, and some of its land was given to constitutional monarchies.
Basically:
 Austria formed an unstable republic where socialists and conservatives often
fought, which led to a one-party, conservative state in 1933.
 Hungary set up a version of a constitutional monarchy with a former naval
officer as regent, but he basically ran the country like a conservative dictator
for the Habsburg Emperor, who had been removed from power.
 Czechoslovakia was a stable, multi-party republic that was mostly run by
Czechs.
 Romania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia were constitutional monarchies where
the kings kept getting more power until the start of the Second World War,
at the expense of a multi-party system.
 Poland set up a conservative military dictatorship in the mid-1920s to stop
socialists from taking over.

9.11.3 The Economiceffects of the First World War
In the sphere of economy, the great war of 1914-18 was a disaster for
Europe. Many countries got bankrupt due to the enormous waste of wealth in the
war. Politically, the Great War was drastic. In the subsequent paragraphs country
wise economic impact is given.
Germany: As a result of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany lost land and people,
including industrialised areas like Upper Silesia. Germany's economic problems got
worse because it had already lost most of its merchant ships and most of its
international trade during the war. The country was basically bankrupt, and the
Allies demanded that it pay them 132 billion gold marks in reparations for their
own war losses after 1921. Germany said in 1922 that it couldn't make its annual
payment, which led to French and Belgian troops taking over a part of the country.
This was called the Ruhr Crisis. The German economy was hit by hyperinflation,
which meant that the value of the German currency went down while prices went
up. People lost everything they had saved, went hungry, and the whole world had to
help. A US-negotiated solution to the crisis led to a reorganisation of Germany's
reparations, the withdrawal of French and Belgian troops, and the giving of loans to
Germany, which boosted the economy and led to rapid growth in the mid-1920s.
France: During the war, a lot of northern France was destroyed. Thousands of
factories, villages, railroads, farms, and other things were destroyed. During the
war, France also lost overseas markets for its goods and all the money it had lent to
Russia. The new Bolshevik government of Russia, which became known as the
Soviet Union in 1922, refused to pay any of the old government's debts. France also
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borrowed a lot of money from Britain and the United States. The French
government wanted German reparations to help rebuild their northern areas and pay
off their war debts around the world. France's economy took a long time to recover
from the First World War because Germany didn't pay as much as it should have.
High tax rates were used to pay off the country's debt.
Britain:Prior to the First World War, Britain was a lending nation. During the war,
however, Britain borrowed tremendous sums from the United States and ended the
war with enormous debt. When Britain turned to war production in the early years
of World War II, the United States took control of many of Britain's overseas
markets. Parts of Britain's foreign colonies, such as India, were much more
economically self-sufficient for their own consumer products during the war,
resulting in a further decline in demand for British goods towards the end of the
fight. Britain needed France to pay its debt and Germany to recover economically
so that it could export its products there in order to repay its debt. Britain did not
return to economic success until the late 1920s, just as the Great Depression was
beginning.
USA: After years of financing money to Britain, France, and Italy and selling them
war supplies and food, the United States entered the war in 1917. Additionally, the
United States seized control of global markets that these nations could no longer
provide. When the United States entered the conflict, its economy, which was
already by far the largest in the world, grew much larger. With millions entering the
labour market, there was a nationwide need for the development of factories,
housing, and infrastructure. At the end of the war, the United States was richer than
ever before, with expanding industries, markets, and investments. Late in the 1920s,
however, excessive borrowing and falling farm commodity prices caused the Great
Depression.
Central and eastern Europe: In central and eastern Europe, numerous new states
were founded. As previous members of much larger, economically linked empires,
the majority of these countries had serious economic challenges following the war.
Poland, for instance, had been a part of three independent countries, and each of
these three portions was connected to its former empire, but not to the others.
Hungary, which had been the grain-producing part of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, now had little industry and produced 500% more farm products than it
could eat in the early years after the war. Austria, a former administrative district of
the same empire, now has factories, little food, and a vast government that formerly
handled tens of millions of people it cannot feed. This cycle was repeated
throughout central and eastern Europe, as hyperinflation destroyed savings, delayed
economic recovery, and caused political instability. League of Nations loans helped
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Austria and Hungary regain some economic stability, while Czechoslovakia, home
to 80 percent of Austria-industry, Hungary's flourished.
Russia/Soviet Union: After signing the Treaty of Brest Litovsk in March 1918,
Russia formally withdrew from the war and entered into a civil war between the
Bolsheviks and anti-communist organisations known collectively as the Whites.
War Communism was formed in areas under Bolshevik rule. This was essentially
an economic policy in which currency was abolished, the government held all
property, industry, and banking, peasants were obliged to provide food for
Bolshevik soldiers, and all output was geared towards war. While the Bolsheviks
won the Russian Civil War in 1921, War Communism was a disaster. Millions of
people starved to death as a result of either government forces seizing food or
farmers refusing to grow grain that could be seized. Some Bolshevik soldiers
rebelled as a result of privations, and others ceased working in numerous businesses
due to a shortage of money, food, and consumables. This resulted in the New
Economic Policy of 1921, in which: peasants paid taxes in grain and were able to
sell any remaining grain for a profit; smaller industries could be privately operated;
government industries would produce consumer goods to encourage peasants to
grow more grain to buy these goods; and the government would export excess grain
to purchase modern machinery to build industries that would strengthen the nation.
This programme continued throughout the majority of the 1920s and, by 1928, had
returned the Russian economy, which became the Soviet Union in 1922, to its 1914
levels.
Humanity was thus affected profoundly and long-lastingly by the First World War.
The deaths had a profound impact on the nations involved and the survivors. The
conflict altered Europe's political boundaries. The victorious won and the defeated
lost overseas property. The conflict spawned radical right-wing and left-wing
regimes, as well as a desire for political reform in several democracies. The war
also changed attitudes toward women, the individual and the state, the balance of
global trade, and the pre-war economy. In addition to the world economy, it
influenced international politics, nationalism and imperialism, as well as science
and technology. It marked a major historical shift in which the previously
inconceivable became the usual. People in Europe used to think humanity was
developing through industry, the arts, scholarship and even physical improvement.
After the war, many individuals reflected on the huge- and, many believed, needless
– loss of life. Some compared it to a mediaeval plague.
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9.12. LET US SUM UP
Imperialism, nationalism, militarism, military alliances, etc. enveloped
Europe in a catastrophic conflict known as the First World War. The war eventually
involved 32 nations, with battles taking place in Europe, the Middle East, Africa,
and Asia. The origins of the First World War were long in the making. Decades of
economic, imperial, and military struggle and rivalry had created an atmosphere of
fear, tension, and enmity among the major European countries by 1914. When the
assassination of the Austro-Hungarian archduke Franz Ferdinand in June 1914
rekindled long-standing tensions, a war in the Balkans seemed imminent. This
turned a possibly regional battle into a global war that none of the major powers
predicted. It was also the first modern total conflict, involving entire people and
resources. New military technology pitted man against machine. This conflict
changed Europe's political, social, and economic situation.

9.13. KEYWORDS
Ottoman Empire: From the 13th century to 1918, the Turkish Empire included
land in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East.
Balkans:
A region in south-eastern Europe stretching from eastern
Serbia to the Black Sea to central Bulgaria...
Nationalism:
A commitment to one's country's interests and culture, which
can lead to the notion that certain nations are superior to others.
Annex:
To incorporate a territory into another country.
Slavic:
Eastern European ethnic and linguistic grouping whose
languages include Russian, Serbo-Croatian, Polish, and Czech.
Weltpolitik:
It's literally global policy. Kaiser Wilhelm II's foreign policy
goals included making Germany a world power, particularly
through colonial and naval expansion.
Triple Entente:
The alliance between France, Britain, and Russia, which was
founded in 1907, is known as the Triple Entente.
Triple Alliance:
It was established in 1882 when Germany, Austria-Hungary,
and Italy formed a trilateral alliance.
Militarism:
The principle or policy of maintaining a powerful military, as
well as the exaltation of military might, are two examples of
militarism.
Blockade:
To hinder enemy ships from reaching or departing their ports,
usually in order to prevent the passage of food, raw materials,
or war supplies.
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9.14. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1.
2.
3.
4.

How far did imperialism contribute to war in 1914?
Did the alliance systems make war more likely?
How did militarism contribute to war in 1914?
In what ways did the existence of military plans before 1914 contribute to the
likelihood of war?
5. Discuss the consequences of the first world war?
6. Write short note of following
i.
Balkan war
ii.
Nationalism and first world war
iii.
Impact of First World War on Womanhood
iv.
Moroccan Crisis

9.15. ANSWER TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. See section-1.3
2. See section-1.4
3. See section-1.5
4. See section- 1.5.3. & 1.5.4
5. See section-1.11
6. (i) see sub- section-1.7.2
(ii) see sub-section-1.6
(iii) see sub-section- 1.11.1
(iv) see sub-section- 1.3.2
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10.0. LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Following the First World War, Europe experienced a period of economic
uncertainty. This backdrop aids the emergence of fascist and other authoritarian
movements in both Western Europe's industrialised countries and Eastern Europe's
and the Balkans' primarily rural states. Fascism, took on a new face in Italy and
Germany. The fascists were structured in a hierarchical manner, rejecting
parliamentary authority and bringing tyrants to power.The main goal of this unit is
to make you understand the history of the rise of fascism and Nazism in Europe and
their impact on International Relations. After going through this Unit, you should
be able to:
 explain the reason for the rise of fascism and Nazism
 describe fascism and Nazism's foreign policy and international worldview
 describe the core features of the doctrine of Fascism and Nazism, and
 evaluate the responsibility fascist states for the outbreak of the Second
World War.

10.1. INTRODUCTION
Though ideologically similar, Fascism and Nazism originated in Italy and Germany,
respectively, during the interwar period and proved to be forerunners of World War
II. In 1922, Italy became the first country to establish a fascist state. In 1933, the
Nazis took power in Germany. The term Fascist was taken from the Italian word
fascio, which means 'bundle' and, figuratively, a bundle of rods and an axe, which
served as a symbol for the party flag. 'Fascist' meant national unity and strength to
the Italians. In 1919, Benito Mussolini founded the Fascist Party. Nazi was a term
used to describe members of Adolf Hitler's National Socialist German Workers'
Party.
In 1919, Italy was politically dissatisfied and economically bankrupt. She
had post-war mental shockand could be easily swayed by an aggressive and
ambitious political agenda. Italy had entered the First World Conflict (1914-18)
with the aspirations and dreams of providing abundance for its poor peasants and
workers after the war. However, the war left Italy with many illusions,
disappointments, and joblessness. Italy was also dissatisfied with the 1919 Peace
Settlement, sometimes known as the Treaty of Versailles.
The Treaty of Versailles, the continuation of the age-old rivalry between
France and Germany, the birth of the first communist state in Russia, and the
economic slump in the 1930s were all key developments following Germany's
defeat in WWI.These circumstances were either directly or indirectly responsible
for the growth of fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany. In turn, fascism and
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Nazism were the primary factors responsible for the beginning of the Second World
War in 1939.

10.2. ITALY: GEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND
Because it is located in the southern region of Europe, Italy's geographical position
is one of the most influential factors in determining the country's foreign policy.
The Italian mainland is shaped like a long, thin peninsula, and travelling to the
nearest seashore is never more than seventy-five miles away. Its location is such
that it can be easily cut off from the rest of the world by a maritime blockade.
Because of this trait, it is sometimes referred to as the "prisoner of the
Mediterranean." It implies that Italy would have been forced to go to war if an
adversary managed to gain control of the Mediterranean. Therefore, Italy has
always harboured the desire to become a Mediterranean power and to maintain its
domination in order to protect its economic and nautical interests. This goal has
been a driving force behind its foreign policy decisions. This sense of pride and
aspiration has been a significant driving force behind the intense nationalistic
fervour that the Italians have displayed throughout history. Benito Mussolini
possessed the level of intelligence necessary to recognise this nationalistic fervour,
and he capitalised on it in order to seize power and establish a dictatorial regime in
Italy.

10.2.1.Emergence of Mussolini and Fascist Party
In Italy, economic hardship helped the development of socialists and
revolutionaries. Workers and agricultural labourers frequently demonstrated against
the misdeeds of the State on the rural streets. Factory owners and landlords were
compelled to provide workers with higher wages and shorter work hours. The
creation of the Communist International (Comintern) influenced the Italian Socialist
Party (ISP), which afterwards affiliated with the same organisation. ISP called for
"Dictatorship of the Proletariat" to be established in Italy. It also ran in the
November 1919 elections and received one-third of the votes cast, becoming the
largest party in the Chamber of Deputies – the lower house. Soon, Catholic peasants
in central and southern Italy, driven by religious orthodoxy, seized the landowners'
land. In September 1920, socialist workers seized and controlled companies in
northern Italian cities.
The Liberal Government led by Prime Minister Francesco Nitti (1919-20)
and then by Giovanni Giolitti (a five-time prime minister between 1892 and 1921)
became helpless and refrained from taking any action out of fear that there would
be an increase in the number of people participating in violent revolution. Despite
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this, there was a schism within the ranks of the socialists, which led to their demise.
In January of 1921, the revolutionary Socialists established a breakaway party
known as the Communist Party. The landlords and manufacturers became quite
concerned as the socialist movement continued. As a result, they sought shelter in a
patriotic and nationalist movement that was on the rise under the direction of Benito
Mussolini. The nationalists made a commitment to regaining Italy's former
prominence and regaining the respect that was just due to it among the nations that
participated in the Rise of Fascism and Nazism. Fascism was born in Italy under the
direction of Benito Mussolini during this time period, and Mussolini led it. Benito
Mussolini, who was born in 1883 and was the son of a blacksmith whose father had
socialist leanings, went on to become the founder, soul, and direction of this
movement, which eventually led to the formation of the Fascist party. Mussolini
began his political career as an activist for the socialist cause and was eventually
deported to Switzerland for his activities. In 1912, he fought against the aggressive
policies of Italy, took a stand against Turkey, and was enthralled. When the First
World War broke out in 1914, he immediately began lobbying for Italy to enter the
conflict on the side of the Allies. Because of his support for the war, the Socialist
party ultimately forced him to resign from its membership. In later years, he took
part in the conflict by enlisting in the army. In 1917, he was hurt while serving in
the military. As a direct consequence of this, he turned became a sworn foe of
Russian communism, and he spent the remainder of his life fighting against it.
Conditions and events in Italy during and immediately following the First World
War were particularly favourable to the establishment of Benito Mussolini's fascist
regime. In March 1919, he created the first Fasci or society of patriots and
intellectuals, launching the Fascist movement in Italy. He became the focal point
for unemployed youth and former soldiers. He obtained funding from businessmen
and property owners. He fought against the socialists on behalf of these individuals.
The army officers supplied Mussolini with rifles and ammunition, which his
followers used to disperse political opponents' meetings. The party's supporters and
employees were enthusiastic about discipline. Volunteers were known as "Black
Shirts" because to their dress and were required to salute their Duce (leader) in the
traditional Roman manner. Thus, fascists were relegated to a semi-military
organisation. The following decline of other parties was precipitated by the fascists'
increasing hostility. Communists became unique targets.
The Fascists won 35 seats in the Chamber of Deputies in the 1921 elections,
compared to 122 for the Socialists and Communists. On October 28, 1922,
Mussolini called a National Fascist Congress in Naples and threatened to "March on
Rome" with his forces if he was not given control of the government. After
delivering a menacing speech, he boarded a train for Milan as thousands of armed
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Fascist warriors converged on Rome. Thus, in October 1922, the Fascists felt
confident enough to try a violent coup d'état. In the interim, the government
declared martial law. However, King Victor Emmanuel III declined to sign the
document. The liberal administration resigned on October 27, 1922, and the King
invited Mussolini to form the government on October 29, 1922. Mussolini
immediately departed for Rome, proclaiming, "Tomorrow, Italy will not have a
ministry, but a government." The Italian Fascist dictatorship began when Mussolini
was granted dictatorial powers by the Parliament.
The Chamber of Deputies endorsed Mussolini's Coalition Government by a vote of
306 to 116. As promised, the Italians gave their blessing to the Fascist movement
and anticipated a firm and powerful administration. From 1922 through 1943, the
Fascist Party was in power under Mussolini's dictatorship. Twenty-one years of
Mussolini's administration gave the nation the illusion of being converted to the
Fascist ideology, but in reality, only a 20,000,000-strong minority of certified
Fascists were active, while the majority of people just submitted by accepting the
new system. 1940 was the year that Mussolini joined Hitler and Historical
Perspectives entered the war. In 1943, however, Italy was defeated and Mussolini's
rule was toppled.

10.2.2.Mussolini’s Aim-Personal Dictatorship
Mussolini achieved his goal of becoming Italy's dictator by 1926. Simply by
making decrees, he might create laws. Parliament was no longer a place for debate,
but rather a stage where Fascist followers and sympathisers could celebrate his
actions. With the Liberals and Popolari divided and without a leader, and the
Socialists under constant physical assault, there was no organised political
opposition. Technically, the King could still fire Mussolini, but the ‘march on
Rome' and the 'Matteotti scandal' shown that Victor Emmanuel would not stand up
to his prime minister. Mussolini did not need to worry about the military forces so
long as the king remained in awe and dread of the Fascist leader. The armed forces
were extremely unlikely to violate their oath of fealty to the monarch.
After securing his power, Mussolini went out to establish his Fascist state.
This state was to be a personal dictatorship, as the primary objective of the Prime
Minister was to maintain and expand his personal power. In pursuit of this
objective, he promoted a cult of personality that emphasised his intelligence,
authority, and indispensability as the nation's leader. He worked to strengthen his
position by cultivating cooperative relationships with influential interest groups,
including the Church, industry, and the military.
The pursuit of personal power was more important to Mussolini than the
imposition of Fascist principles on all elements of Italian life. Many members of the
Fascist Party, who had thought that the Fascist revolution would eliminate interest
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groups and create a state in which the Party controlled all aspects of government,
were dismayed by this strategy. Their leader continued to speak of revolution, but
he was adamant that the Party serve him and not be his master. Mussolini
determined the Party's powers, Fascist strategy, and the timing of its
implementation.
Mussolini built an Italy in which he was the sole possessor of absolute
authority. Interest groups, the traditional government institutions, and the Fascist
Party all vied for authority, but they turned to Mussolini to arbitrate their
disagreements and make the final choices. Without him, the government would be
unable to function and the regime would fall.

10.2.3. Causes for the Rise of Fascism in Italy
Every development has a background. In Italy the emergence of Fascism
under Benito Mussolini also has a background. Certain factors which germinated in
the post-World War I era helps for the advent of the fascist regime. Some of those
factors are discussed below.
Dissatisfaction fromTreaty of Versailles: The Italians were dissatisfied with the
Peace Treaty of Versailles because their country was unable to receive any portion
of the German overseas lands that the other allied states had managed to obtain.
Following the signing of the secret treaty in London in 1915, Italy had joined the
Allied forces. After initially agreeing to hand up certain territories to Italy, such as
Eritrea and Trieste, the Allies ultimately changed their minds. This provided Italy's
grievance against the Allies a justifiable basis for continuing to exist. The Italian
military chiefs were dissatisfied with the outcome of the victory because their
country had not benefited in any manner from it.
DeplorableSocio-economic conditions of Italy: In 1919, Italy's political, social,
and economic systems were all in a state of complete and utter disarray. Because of
the battle, the economic structure had completely collapsed, and there were very
little natural resources left. It was the contention of many who favoured fascism that
Italy, which was experiencing such dire circumstances at the time, would be
rescued by the fascist revolution. On the other hand, a number of academics have
theorised that Italy's economy was in far better shape after the War (i.e., between
the years 1919 and 1922) than it had been previously. They disagree with the
assertion that the conditions that existed in Italy in the immediate aftermath of the
war were the sole cause of the establishment of fascism in that country. In spite of
the fact that the economy had a brief period of success after the war, Italy's
economic conditions, on the whole, were not satisfactory, and there was a
significant amount of unemployment. As a consequence of this, the revolutionary
movements were strengthened, most notably by an increase in the influence of the
revolutionary movements and the communist party. There were walkouts, lockouts,
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and the shuttering of manufacturing facilities as a result. At the political level, the
government was not able to save the situation because there was chaos and
corruption, loss of faith in the parliamentary institutions due to administrative
inefficiency and disorder, and loss of faith in the judicial system as a result of
administrative inefficiency and disorder. The spectre of Bolshevism, which was
haunting the middle classes and the wealthy, caused them to feel uneasy in the face
of such a situation. The fact that the Russian revolution was successful was yet
another reason that contributed to their growing scepticism regarding the goals of
the communists at home.
Emergence ofSocialism and Nationalism: These two forces were especially
prominent in Italy compared to the rest of Europe. Italians were dissatisfied with
their lack of victory spoils in comparison to France and England, which made them
feel like impoverished relatives amid the wealthy Western allies. This gave
opposing factions like as Nationalists and Socialists the opportunity, beginning in
1920, to blame the administration of Prime Minister Giolitti for his incapacity to
resolve the rising socioeconomic issues of post-war Italy. In a climate of violence
and insurrection, these two parties were also engaged in conflict with one another.
At this time, Mussolini arrived on the scene with claims that he could unify the
socialist and nationalist factions that appeared to be in conflict. His new political
group proposed a harmonious alliance between nationalism and socialism.
Rise and threat of Communism: Mussolini maintained that the post-war labour
unrest and discontent in Italy were pushing the country in the direction of
communism, and that his party, Fascisti, was the only one that could preserve the
society from the threat of communism. The Black Shirts, who identified themselves
as fascist activists, launched an aggressive campaign of violence against socialists
and communists. As a direct result of this, the coalition government led by Giolitti
was ousted from power in 1921, and the Fascists gained 35 seats in the Chamber of
Deputies.
False Aspirations of Italians: The sense of disillusionment that Italians had as a
result of their country's marginalisation during the rise of Fascism and Nazism and
its subsequent loss in the Peace Settlement of 1919 left them with the impression
that Italy had won the war but had lost the peace despite the fact that it had won the
war. Mussolini made full use of the dissatisfaction and anger that the Italian people
felt toward their government. Not only was he successful in uniting the population
under his rule, but he was also successful in expanding his control across Italy.
People held the notion that their lofty goals, which could not be accomplished in a
democratic Italy, would be realised in a fascist Italy, and this contributed to the rise
of fascism.
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10.2.4. Impact of Fascism in Italy
Fascist regime in Italy under Benito Mussolini had far reaching impact in the
internal and external policy of the state. In the domestic sphere authoritarian state
emerge and that influence Italy’s domestic and foreign policy. Some of those
impacts are enumerated below.
Rise of Totalitarianism: Mussolini altered the laws so that they would serve his
interests and allow him to dominate the Parliament. He was successful in
disbanding every political party other than his own. The majority of opponents were
forced to escape Italy once fascists began their campaign of terror against them.
Giacomo Matteotti, the leader of the socialist movement, was found dead under
unexplained circumstances. In 1929, he put an end to the function of the Chamber
of Deputies. The Fascist Grand Council was founded as an apex council to draught
laws, with the Duce (leader) in its top position. The Duce was given the majority of
the significant portfolios, including those dealing with foreign affairs, interior
affairs, colonies, war, air, and marine. In order to improve agricultural and
industrial production, strikes and lockouts were made unlawful. The Italian state
exerted its authority over virtually every aspect of Italian society.
Territorial Expansion: Mussolini gradually reformed the weak foreign policy of
the previous administration and endeavoured to establish Italy into a global power.
Population growth and the requirement for raw materials for industrial development
necessitate territorial expansion for Italy. Thus, Italy chose a strategy that pitted
England against France, France and England against Germany, and England,
France, and Germany against the Soviet Union. Thus, Mussolini was successful in
expanding Italian borders by a methodical programme of dividing the major
European powers and through invasion and conquest.
Aggressive Foreign Policy: Mussolini pursued an aggressive foreign policy and
convinced Yugoslavia to hand over the port of Fiume, which he then conquered in
1924. In 1926, Mussolini established a protectorate over Albania, which he later
conquered in 1939. Through discussions with England and France, he also acquired
territory in East Africa and close to Libya. In 1936, he conquered Abyssinia, which
signalled the end of the League of Nations.
Led to Second World War: In 1937, Mussolini became a member of the AntiCommunist Pact that Germany and Japan had formed. The Berlin–Tokyo–Rome
Axis was born as a result of these events. During the Spanish Civil War, Italy was
on General Franco's side and provided assistance. The triumph of the General in the
Civil War helped to improve Italy's position in the western Mediterranean as a
result of the conflict. Italy was now fighting on the German side of the conflict.
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After that, in 1938, Italy declared that the pact it had signed with France in 1935
was invalid. When Italy and Germany signed a formal military alliance in May of
1939, the country was already well on its way toward war.
SuccessfulEconomic Reconstruction of Italy: During the Fascist period, Italy's
industrial sector and agricultural sector both made significant advancements. He
was responsible for the development of hydroelectric projects and assisted many
companies in increasing their outputs. Automobile industries made remarkable
advances. The various channels of communication also saw significant
enhancements. The railroads were brought up to date. The increased induction of
ships led to the development of the marine and merchant navy. Additionally, the
Italian armed forces were updated by receiving additional weaponry and
ammunition. Mussolini's efforts to instil in the minds of Italians the majesty,
strength, and military glory of ancient Rome were highly successful.
10.2.5. Fascist Doctrine
Giovanni Gentile (1875-1944) was the foremost proponent of the fascist
philosophy. He was also a pupil of Hegel and a huge admirer of Benito Mussolini.
Giovanni Gentile was the principal exponent of the fascist theory. Antiintellectualism, complete deference to authority, and a disregard for rational
argument were the three major tenets that he had identified as constituting his
philosophical worldview. He was of the opinion that the individual and the state did
not compete with one another in any way, and that the "maximum of liberty
coincided with the maximum force of the state." Gentile, who later became the
official philosopher of Fascism, defined the ideology as "a comprehensive
philosophy of existence." In addition, he clarified in 1928 that fascism was not a
philosophical doctrine but rather a strategy for conducting political and economic
affairs.
Mussolini asserted that the purpose of the Fascist state was to establish a
new socio-economic and political system because all previous systems, including
liberal democracy, democratic socialism, and communist socialism, were flawed. It
placed a great emphasis on the responsibilities that citizens have rather than their
rights.
Fascists were hostile to democratic rule, liberalism, and any and all varieties
of socialism, regardless of whether they were revolutionary or evolutionary. It was
said that democracy was foolish, corrupt, and slow-moving in addition to being the
worst form of governance and being referred to as "a decomposing corpse." It was
joked about how Parliament was little more than a pointless talking shop. He
disagreed with the Marxists' contention that everything in life could be reduced to
financial considerations and went on to remark that "economic well-being would
lower man to the level of animals." Additionally, fascists were opposed to the
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concept of class warfare and advocated instead for cooperation across different
parts of society for the sake of the state.
Narrow and strong nationalism was the ideological foundation of fascism.
Citizens were required to give their whole allegiance to the state as their first
responsibility. Fascism was also opposed to international peace and harmony and
favoured war as a national policy since it is the only thing that gives a nation the
opportunity to demonstrate its power. This was another one of fascism's core tenets.
He once made the observation that "War is to man what Motherhood is to women."
As a result, fascism openly advocated for territorial expansionism as its policy.

10.3. RISE OF HITLER AND NAZI PARTY
In his book Mein Kampf(My Struggle), Adolf Hitler states that "Periods of collapse
are defined by the predominant activity of the worst forces". It was precisely under
these conditions that his party emerged as a political force in Germany. On the
ashes of the German Empire, a number of political parties and their respective
factions developed, each one with a strong desire to seize power. The communists
utilised revolutionary strategies in an effort to accomplish this objective. The
conservative elements capitalised on the loss of the Weimar Republic and stoked
hostile propaganda against the Socialists during this time. In their attempt to seize
power, they laid the blame for Germany's defeat in World War I on Jews, Catholics,
and Socialists, claiming that these groups had "stabbed Germany in the back"
during the conflict between 1914 and 1918. The millions of Germans belonging to
the middle class who were on the point of falling into abject poverty as a result of
the economic crisis were highly receptive to this propaganda, which resulted in its
widespread adoption (1921-23). They started associating themselves with the
National Socialist movement. The German landed nobility, who was appalled by
the example set by ever-expanding socialists, provided support for these National
Socialists. This landed aristocracy backed the National Socialists. Adolf Hitler, the
leader of the National Socialists, attempted to seize power by a coup d'etat in the
year 1923, but he was unsuccessful. Hitler was taken into custody and placed in a
prison, while his party was outlawed and eventually dissolved. It was at this time
that Hitler penned the book that would later be titled "Mein Kampf," which was
released in 1926.
The National Socialist German Workers’ Party, often referred to as the Nazi Party,
was led by Adolf Hitler. After a failed coup against the provincial government in
Bavaria in 1923 and Hitler’s subsequent imprisonment until 1924, the Nazi Party
was reduced to relative insignificance. Yet the Great Depression caused a revival in
the party’s fortunes as they gained seats in the German parliament, the Reichstag.
Part of this was the result of the failure of other political parties in addressing
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unemployment and also the fear ofcommunism. The German Communist Party
grew in political strength during these years of economic stress, causing many to
fear a communist revolution such as the one that had occurred in Russia in 1917,
which led to a civil war that killed millions.

10.3.1. Adolf Hitler: Profile
There was little in the background of Adolf Hitler (1889–1945) tosuggest
that he would become a powerful political figure. Hitler was born at Braunau-amInn in 1889 in what was then the Austro-Hungarian Empire. He failed to impress at
school, and after thedeath of his parents he moved to Vienna in 1907. There
heapplied unsuccessfully for a place as a student at the Academy ofFine Arts. For
the next six years he led an aimless and unhappyexistence in the poorer districts of
the city. It was not until hejoined the Bavarian Regiment on the outbreak of war in
1914that he found a real purpose in life. He served bravelythroughout the war and
was awarded the Iron Cross First Class. When the war ended, he was in hospital
recovering from aBritish gas attack. By the time he had returned to Bavaria in
early1919 he had already framed in his mind the core of what was tobecome
National Socialism: fervent German nationalism, support of authoritarianism and
opposition to democracy andsocialism, a racially inspired view of society which
exhibited itself mostobviously in a rabid anti-Semitism and a veneration of
theGerman Volk as the master race.
Hitler became a member of a group led by Anton Drexler, which was responsible
for the beginning of the Nazi movement. Hitler was a prominent member of the
group that propagated the false narrative to the German people that their country
had not been vanquished in the war but rather had been betrayed. This organisation
instilled a new spirit among the German people and contributed to the revolutionary
and militant nature of the Nazi movement.
He spoke to the sentimental side of the German people, telling them that "the
German Reich, as a State, should embrace all Germans." This was an attempt to win
over their sympathy. He asserted that the objective of National Socialists should be
to ensure for the German people an expansion of the space in which our people
must dwell and that this objective should be the primary focus of National
Socialists. He harboured a deep-seated animosity toward France, which he regarded
as the nation of Germany's unending and ultimate adversary. He was a vocal
opponent of the Treaty of Versailles and lobbied for efforts to modify it.
10.3.2. The Nazi Party-History andIdeology
Beginning in 1926, members of the National Socialist German Workers'
Party (NAZIs) took on a more militant role, and the party's support quickly began to
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increase. The hypnotic orations of the party leader had a significant impact on the
unemployed workers and middle-class Germans who were living in poverty, and
these individuals were won over to the party by its assurances that Germany would
one day achieve glory under its leadership. As a direct consequence of this, the
National Socialist Party was victorious in the national elections held in 1930 and
was able to secure 107 of the Reichstag's total 576 seats. Hitler, who was overcome
with elation, exploded with the words "Heads will roll in this struggle." In 1932,
Hitler ran against the grand old man of politics, Hindenburg, for the presidency of
the United States. Hitler won 37% of the votes cast in Germany. Even though he
came in second place in the election, the experience proved to him that he is the
right person to lead Germany into the future. Following the results of the Reichstag
elections in 1932, he emerged as the leader of the single largest party and received
230 of a total of 608 available seats. Historical Perspectives The government
mandated new elections, which resulted in the National Socialist Party winning 196
out of a total of 584 seats in the House. Despite the fact that their votes and strength
were cut, they continued to be the largest party in the country. When Hitler
requested the ability to control the country without the assistance of Parliament, the
President refused to grant him those powers. The President then invited Hitler to
become the Chancellor of Germany. January 1933 was the month that ultimately
saw Hitler build a coalition government.
Soon after, he gave the order to hold fresh elections for the Reichstag. On
the night of the elections, a group of thugs was responsible for setting fire to the
Reichstag building. Hitler laid the blame on the Communists and exerted pressure
on the President to declare a state of emergency in response to the crisis. The
constitutional government, in addition to all fundamental and other pertinent rights,
was put on hold. After that, he unleashed his strike force on those who opposed him
politically. Along with a great number of other parties, the Communist party was
deemed illegal and placed under a ban. Hitler and the Nationalists were the ones
responsible for organising the reign of terror. After President Hindenburg passed
away in 1934, Adolf Hitler consolidated the roles of President and Chancellor into
one and elevated himself to the position of Fuehrer, or Leader, of Germany.
10.3.3.Reasonsresponsible for the Rise of Nazism
The following is a list of the primary factors that contributed to the
establishment of Nazism in Germany:
 The war and the Peace Settlement left Germany disillusioned as well as
spiritually and materially decimated.
 The ongoing antagonistic attitude of France, the disagreements regarding the
Ruhr, the occupation of the Rhineland, the Saar, and the reparations that
France was forced to pay for.
 The never-ending bickering about security and disarmament added fuel to
the fire of outrage and rage that was already present in many Germans.
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The Republic's policy of reconciliation, its acceptance of unfair disabilities,
and its unwillingness to assert itself more forcefully in international affairs
irritated the hearts of many Germans.
 These variables continued to play a supporting role during the era of
transitory economic rebound, which lasted from 1924 to 1929. It took a few
years of economically challenging times and steadily rising jobless rates to
bring out their full impact.
These circumstances were capitalised on by the Nazis through propaganda
methods, oratory, posters, banners, songs, uniforms, ceremonies, rituals, discipline,
historic traditions, theories of the racial superiority of Germans, anti-Semitism,
enthusiasm, and the dynamic personality of Hitler, etc. These things were the major
points of attraction for millions of Germans. The German people were under the
firm impression that they required the leadership of a "strong man" in order to
regain their country's peace, prestige, and prosperity.
10.3.4.Nazi Beliefs
The Nazi Party’s beliefs included:
 Germany should be self-sufficient and not rely on foreign investment or
loans.
 The Treaty of Versailles should be completely undone and territories in
Europe that were lost should re-join the country.
 Germany should expand to include other areas of Europe where Germans
lived.
 Germany needed lebensraum, or living space, for food production and room
to settle more Germans.
 Germans were a master race that was destined to rule over inferior races,
including Slavs and other non-Germanic groups.
 Jews, Roma, Africans, the mentally ill, and others were threats to the purity
of the German race and needed to be separated from Germans; homosexuals
were another threat and needed to be rehabilitated if possible or separated.
 Communism was a threat to German nationalism and independence and
must be opposed.
Nazi beliefs changed over time, like those of most political parties, but for
the most part they remained anti-communist, anti-Jewish, anti-Versailles and ultranationalistic. The Nazi Party was increasingly seen as an alternative to the failing
political establishment.
10.3.5. Impact of Nazism
The effects of Nazi authority had a direct and devastating effect on the
German people, while having an indirect but nonetheless paralysing effect on
Europe and the rest of the world. The Nazi party practised unscrupulousness,
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ruthlessness, and terrorism, but they did it under the guise of helping the German
nation and demonstrating the racial supremacy of the German race. They did not
care about people's lives or the goods they had. They lacked any sort of political
ethics and turned to divisive tactics in order to further the cause of their party. The
scale of the terror attack was unprecedented, and the result was something to a civil
war within Germany. It was enough for people to just show up to the celebration for
them to share in the success. These are some of the fundamental ideas that were
promoted by the Hitlerite propaganda. The Nazi party embraced a programme with
twenty-five points, the primary goal of which was to create a "Greater Germany" by
uniting all Germans under the authority of a single state.
Germany becomes a Totalitarian State: After attaining total authority both within
and outside of his party, Hitler made the decision to obliterate any and all
resistance. This decision led to the rise of Fascism and Nazism. Under Hitler's rule,
Germany morphed into a totalitarian state, similar to those established in Italy by
the Fascists and in Russia by the Soviets. In one of Hitler's earliest decrees, he
stated, "There is only one political party in Germany, and that is the National
Socialist Workers' Party." Trade unions affiliated with communists and socialists
were suppressed, their offices were locked, and their financial resources were
seized. Whatever kind of criticism levelled against the administration, in any
setting, was not allowed to be tolerated. The only purpose of Reichstag gatherings
was to pay tribute to the Fuehrer. The will of Hitler was identical to the will of the
party as well as the nation. After becoming dictator, Hitler oversaw Germany's
'national revival' in the country's political, economic, and cultural spheres of activity
after taking control of the country. The German Secret Police Service, also known
as the Gestapo, was responsible for eliminating any and all resistance to the
Fuehrer. There was no longer any form of individual autonomy whatsoever. It was
decided to either Nazify or do away with the newspapers.
Practising Nihilism: Reason is a fruitless endeavour. Values are baseless. We make
up our own morals. It's possible to define nihilism as the belief that life or the world
don't have any particular value or purpose to them. The only order or structure that
exists in the world is the one that we have imposed onto it. A clear manifestation of
nihilism was seen in the fear and death of innocent people, as well as in the
concentration camps and gas chambers. The essence of the Nazi process was
nihilism, which manifested itself via the organised murder of millions of people by
destroying the person as a moral being. This was accomplished through the
Holocaust. "to transform a human being into a non-human and to confine the
quality of being human to those who were acceptable to the Nazi overlords" was the
goal of the nihilism that was propagated by the Nazis.”
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Rearmament of Germany: Germany started reorganising itself. Massive numbers
of heavy armaments, particularly armoured vehicles, tanks, and aeroplanes, were
produced. Herman Goering, an ace pilot and close confidant of Hitler, was
appointed head of the German Air Force. The Nazi slogan was "Guns, not Butter."
Hitler shamelessly rejected the stipulations of the Peace Settlement that imposed
restrictions on Germany's armaments in 1935, when Germany instituted compulsory
military training. The Nazis embarked on the road to war to erase their humiliation
and rip up the Treaty of Versailles.
Racism and anti-Semitism: The origins of Nazi racism and antisemitism can be
linked to the teachings of Rosenberg, who attributed the great ancient cultures of
Greece and Rome to the superiority of the Nordic race. Due to its interbreeding with
lower races, it was argued that the German race should decrease. Jews were
predominantly blamed for decadence and viewed as the leading conspirators against
Nordic purity. Hitler had also believed in concepts such as Lebensraum, or national
living space. No nation could be powerful without fertile land and contented
peasants. Hitler had categorised individuals as "culture-creators," "culture-bearers,"
and "culture-destroyers." The Aryans were the creators of the cultures of the
Germans, Dutch, and British. Hitler viewed the Jews as adversaries of Aryan
supremacy because they embodied "cultural decay" and were a group of
international bankers more concerned with profits than the welfare of the German
people.
Schools became Propaganda Machine: The Nazi educational system was
designed to mould the brains of young people so that they would become loyal
Nazis. As a result, institutions such as schools were turned into propaganda
factories. The educational programme was reorganised so that it would cover topics
such as genetics and racial studies. Publicly, books were burned that were deemed
inappropriate for good Nazis to read. Liberal authors were put on a writing ban list
and pressured to discontinue their work. As a result, both the thought and the
writing were under control.
Economic Growth: In 1934, when Hitler came to power, there had been an
improvement in the country's economic status, and Hitler asserted that he was
responsible for the country's "economic miracle." In order for Hitler to gain control
over the economy, he initiated a programme of four-year plans and consolidated the
power of various industries within a handful of large businesses, such as Krupps.
Because of the extensive rearmament plans that were implemented after 1935,
Germany's economy was revved up, and there was a boom in the heavy industry,
which provided a large number of job opportunities for Germans. Consequently, in
exchange for employment and social security, workers were willing to part with
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

45

their freedom and liberty, and labour unions lost their independence as a result of
becoming the Front organisation of the Nazi party. Nearly all of the participants in
the procedure of economic reconstruction gave their backing to the Nazi party.
Expansion of Germany: The expansionist programme of Nazi Germany had an
effect not only on Germany but also on a great number of other countries. This
expanded the Nazi movement's sphere of influence. It resulted in the denial of
fundamental human equality as well as the persecuting of Jewish people. Hitler's
expansionist military policy led to military conscription in 1935, the militarization
of Rhineland in 1936, the annexation of Austria in 1938, of Czechoslovakia in
1939, and the beginning of the Second World War by the invasion of Poland in
September of 1939. All of these events occurred as a direct result of Hitler's
expansionist military policy. In the year 1940, France was defeated. While still
controlling substantial areas of Europe, the Nazis attacked the Soviet Union in June
1941 and subsequently declared war on the United States in December 1941.
10.3.6. Nazi Doctrine
Nietzsche, Hegel, and Rosenberg all had a significant impact on Nazism
through their philosophical writings. The concepts of extreme militarism and
restricted nationalism can be traced back to Hegel. The implications of Nietzsche's
nihilism, which include his rejection of western notions of morality and the dignity
of men, have been covered in the previous section. The first was their method of
unrelentingly attacking their adversaries. The second demand was for the dreaded
"Treaty of Versailles" and St. Germain to be revoked and replaced with a new
agreement. The third objective was to re-establish German colonial holdings in
order to keep German people alive and offer a place of settlement to the German
people's excess population. The fourth point is that it advocated for a powerful
centralised government as well as a national military. Fifthly, they sought to do
away with all forms of income that were not earned. They put on the appearance of
providing everything for every German.

10.4. COMPARISON BETWEEN FASCISM AND NAZISM
The period between the First and Second World Wars has been referred to as "the
era of the fascist dictators" in European history. The 1930s have been seen as the
heyday of European fascism, with fascist regimes in Italy, Germany, and Spain. But
what did these regimes have in common (particularly Fascism in Italy and Nazism
in Germany)? Is it possible that Italy served as a model for Germany?
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10.4.1. Rise of Fascism and Nazism:
It is undeniable that both nations experienced the collapse of their
parliamentary democracies and the subsequent rise of mostly personal dictatorships.
The combination of economic issues, a weak party structure, the perception of a
Communist danger, and the existence of an establishment uncommitted to the
concept of public democracy rendered parliamentary government ineffective. In the
subsequent power vacuum, it was conceivable for anti-communist and
antidemocratic extremist groups to flourish. As leaders of such organisations,
Mussolini and Hitler were able to persuade their conservative establishments that
their parties posed no fundamental threat and deserved a chance to address the
economic and political crises. Once in power, however, Fascism and Nazism's
leaders demonstrated that they would neither share nor cede control.
10.4.2. Nature of the dictatorships
Italian and German rulers have striking similarities. They craved ultimate
power over their nations. They want sole power. They wouldn't tolerate old
institutions that helped them gain power, nor would they serve their own parties.
Fascist and Nazi parties, as well as state institutions like the civil service, would
continue to function, but authority would be clear. They used repression,
compromise, propaganda, and abroad exploits to eradicate dissent and gain favour.
Censorship and violence crushed opposition. Military and business were consulted
for effective compromises.
The leader's genius, vision, compassion, and infallibility produced a
personality cult. Only the leader can restore national pride and secure the nation's
standing in Europe. The people were told this dominating position will be achieved
through diplomatic coups or war. It worked. Many people, especially in Germany,
believed in the charismatic leader. The dictator's orchestrated rallies, parades, and
spectacles were a dynamic alternative to parliamentary politics. Thanks to the
leaders' personal energy and the return of economic stability and peace and order,
the systematic assault on political freedoms and individual liberties was overlooked.
Many citizens rationalised the state's meddling in nearly every aspect of life by
believing the rulers were trying to create a better, less divided society. Work and
leisure time were governed by the government through groups like the Labour
Front, Strength through Joy, and Hitler Youth in Germany, and the Dopolavoro and
Opera Nazionale Balilla (ONB) in Italy. Some people criticised this growth of state
authority, but most saw compliance as the safest option. They also realised that the
new organisations may offer material advantages, such as subsidised vacations.
10.4.3. Foreign policy and war
As the 1930s continued, both Mussolini and Hitler grew increasingly
fascinated with international expansion-the Duce in the Mediterranean, Balkans,
and North Africa, and the Führer in Eastern Europe, Russia, and the Soviet Union.
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The tyrants intensified their efforts to militarise society in order to prepare their
masses for war. They attempted to develop a new type of citizen through
propaganda, education, youth training, and rearmament: one who was obedient,
disciplined, self-sacrificing, and warlike. The tyrants tried to persuade their publics
that war was not an acknowledgment of diplomatic failure, but rather something to
be celebrated. War was the natural state of man and should be cherished, not
lamented.
This emphasis on war and the drive to militarise society appealed to just a
small portion of the public and must have angered or appalled a great number of
common Italians and Germans. However, their popularity was ensured so long as
they could continue to achieve foreign policy achievements at minimal expense.
Mussolini's personal popularity peaked after the Ethiopian war, while Hitler's
diplomatic wins over the Rhineland, Austria, and the Sudetenland earned him huge
support. To the citizens of Italy and Germany, their leaders were restoring national
pride and putting an end to the humiliations imposed by the peace treaties
negotiated at the conclusion of the First World War.
Those Germans and Italians who were impressed by the simple diplomatic
wins of the 1930s were less excited about the prospect of a European-wide conflict.
Berlin in 1939 and Rome in 1940 experienced none of the massive war frenzy that
accompanied the commencement of the First World War 25 years earlier.
Nevertheless, such was the public's confidence in their leaders that they believed
victory would be cheap and straightforward. Italians were rapidly disabused of this
delusion, whereas the majority of their German counterparts, buoyed by the 1940
defeat of France, would maintain their trust in the Führer until the war's final
months.
The war, and the war alone, brought about the downfall of the two
dictatorships, but not before the tyrants had caused havoc on their own peoples and
on Europe. Foreign armies fought for control of Italy, which descended into a brutal
civil war. Germany witnessed the deaths of millions of its citizens and the ruin of its
industries and infrastructure. The land was partitioned into four sections by the
victors.
10.4.4. The influence of Italian Fascism on Nazism
Hitler acknowledged his admiration for Mussolini and stated that the ‘march
on Rome' in 1922 served as a model for his own failed 'Munich putsch' the
following year. Hitler was inspired by Mussolini's use of propaganda and
cultivation of a cult of personality. The Italian blackshirts' deadly paramilitary
tactics influenced the Nazi SA's brownshirts. Hitler may have also acquired
valuable lessons from Mussolini's courtship of influential conservative groups and
the anxious middle classes in the years immediately preceding 1922. The Italian
government's attempts to regulate the lives of its population through education, the
ONB, and the Dopolavoro served as models for the Nazi administration. Despite
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these examples, however, it is possible to exaggerate the parallels between
dictatorships. The regimes were distinct from one another. Hitler himself observed,
"I learned from the defeat of the Munich coup that each nation must develop its
own type and techniques of national regeneration." Significant distinctions existed
between the two dictatorships.
10.4.5. Differences in the power of the Fascist and Nazidictatorships
Hitler said the 1922 "march on Rome" showed his affection for the Duce. The
tyrants' influence over their populations differentiated the regimes. Nazi Germany
expected stronger loyalty from its citizens. Hitler's foreign policy success made the
Duce envious. The Gestapo was better at repressing opposition than the
Organisation for Vigilance and Repression of Anti-Fascism (OVRA). Passive
opposition was attacked. From the start of the Nazi rule in 1933, more political
opponents were transported to concentration camps than in Fascist Italy. Nazism
was more intrusive than Italy's. The Nazi Labour Front influenced and controlled
Germans at work, while their children were brainwashed and forced to join the
Hitler Youth. Nazism created the National Reich Church to replace the Cross and
Bible with a sword and Mein Kampf. Mussolini tried to dominate, modify, and
militarise his people but was less effective. Societal contrasts between Germany and
Italy explain why the Duce had a tougher job.
After Germany's unification in 1871, a powerful, authoritarian government
demanded loyalty in exchange for social stability, a patriotic foreign policy, and a
comprehensive social and welfare system. Many upper- and middle-class Germans
backed this government and enjoyed its economic boom. Germans were used to a
regulated culture and military-focused administration. In addition, economic
prosperity created superior communications networks and expanded state education.
Nazis used national media and governmental agencies, such as schools, to
propagandise and enforce Nazi dogma. In an industrialised society, it was easier to
spread new ideas and eradicate opposition. Italy lacks a tradition of public
obedience to a strong authority. Liberal rule struggled to impose its way on new
state and didn't increase government involvement as far as German tyranny. Italy's
central government was mistrusted. In the south, Rome's directives were often
ignored. Despite a turn-of-the-century economic boom, Italy was destitute. Liberal
regimes were chronically cash-strapped, unable to expand state education or fix
Italian communications. In the opulent cities and towns of northern Italy, fascist
ideals disseminated easily, but in the rural south, where illiteracy and poverty were
rampant, the peasants were unaware of the Duce's big plans for his country.
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Strong Catholicism in Italy limited Fascism's spread. Mussolini needed Catholic
support;therefore, he hid his anti-clericalism and protected church freedom and
Catholic schools. Mussolini tried to intimidate the Church in the 1930s, but he
never thought he could dominate it. The Duce's failure to form a rival Fascist
Church inspired his unsuccessful "Munich putsch" a year later. Mussolini's
propaganda and personality cult encouraged Hitler. Paramilitary Italian blackshirts
influenced Nazi SA brownshirts. Hitler may have learned from Mussolini's wooing
of conservative groupings and concerned middle classes before 1922. Education,
the ONB, and the Dopolavoro were used by the Nazis to control their populace.
Despite these examples, dictatorship similarities can be exaggerated. Regimes
differed. Hitler said, "I learnt from the Munich coup that each nation must build its
own national rebirth." Both dictatorships have differences.
10.4.6. Racial ideology
The dictatorships differed in their authority over their societies and their
ideologies about race. The Führer's desire to create a pure Aryan'master race'
influenced both his home and foreign policies. If the master race is to exist, 'race
defectives' must be eliminated and inferior race must be subjugated. In Germany,
this justified killing thousands of mentally and physically disabled people and
persecuting Jews. This justified the race war against Slavs in the east and the
extermination of European Jews. Hitler's anti-Semitism was blatant in Mein Kampf.
This interest was not shared by the Duce. Mussolini believed that Italians
were inherently superior to other peoples, but he never formulated a racial theory to
support Italian Fascism. In the late 1930s, he did pass anti-Jewish legislation,
although this appears to have been in response to pressure from his new foreign
policy collaborator, Adolf Hitler. In actuality, the Duce's anti-Semitism, to the
extent that it existed at all, was a late development. However, unlike their German
counterparts, the vast majority of Italian Jews were able to evade the Nazi
concentration camps. The Nazi racial ideology supported the expansion of the SS, a
purportedly Aryan elite. The SS, conceived as an ultra-loyal bodyguard for the
Führer, rose to prominence during the Second World War. It developed its own
extremely well-equipped combat forces, governed vast portions of the eastern
provinces it had captured, and commanded the concentration camps. The Italian
Fascism lacked such an organisation. The blackshirt militia lacked vitality and
direction. Where it did engage in military action, especially during the Spanish
Civil War, it was utterly ineffective. Despite his rhetoric about the Fascist
revolution, Mussolini had little interest in the blackshirts once he achieved power.
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10.5. LET US SUM UP
The development of fascism and Nazism were both transient phenomena, but they
left a legacy that was both destructive and, in some ways, permanent. During the
time between the two world wars, both appeared on the scene on a global scale.
Both resorted to totalitarianism, which contributed to the outbreak of the Second
World War and took the entirety of Europe by storm. They elevated the nation to
the status of a god, conceiving of it as a sentient creature whose mission was
superior to both the individual's mission and the individual's well-being. Individuals
have responsibilities to the nation that are more significant than whatever rights
they may possess. Both fascism and Nazism were characterised by a robust and
militaristic nationalism, a readiness to wage war in the name of territorial
expansion, an innate belief in racism and the doctrine of racial superiority, as well
as hatred and destruction of the 'other,' which in the case of Nazi Germany, referred
to the Jewish people. The conclusion of the Second World War served as the final
nail in their coffins, putting an end to their lives. "Never Again," the world
collectively sighed as a sign of relief.

10.6.KEYWORDS
Anti-Semitism-The hatred of Jews.It became the mostsignificant part ofNazi
racist thinking.For Hitler, the‘master-race’ wasthe pure Aryan (thepeople of
northernEurope) and theGermansrepresented thehighest caste. Thelowest race
forHitler was the Jews.
Aryan-A person of Caucasian race; as understood by Hitler, the ideal racial
type that was superior to all others.
Authoritarian state- A state with a strongcentral government that is able and
willingto ignore parliament and suppress dissent.
Concentration camps- Originally detention centres where anti-Nazis were
held, they developed into a widespread prison network which became notorious
for the barbarity with which inmates were treated.
coup d'etat:A Sudden, violent overthrow of an existing government by a small
group.
Duce- All-powerful leader. This wasMussolini’s self-attributed ‘title’, which
theregime encouraged people to use. Itsignified that he was not just
PrimeMinister, but also the effective dictator ofItaly
Führer-A German word meaning "leader" or "guide". As a political title, it is
strongly associated with the Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler.
Gestapo-GeheimeStaatspolizei, special state police in Germany and Germanoccupied Europe.
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Reich:
The German word for ‘empire’. There were three Germanic empires,
the First (962–1806), the Second (1871–1918) and the Third (1933–45).
SA Sturmabteilung (‘storm troopers’)- Hitler’s paramilitary force.
Volk- The nation as a community of racially pure Germans.
Weimar: A country town chosen as the new capital and seat of government of
Germany in 1919 instead of troubled Berlin.

10.7. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What conditions in post-war Italy favoured the rise of Fascism?
What were the main elements of fascist philosophy?
What were conditions which led to the rise of Nazism?
Discuss the impact of Hitler’s rule in Germany.
What are the similarities and differences between the Fascist Mussolini and
Nazi’s Hitler.?
6. Write Short notes on the following
i. Anti-Semitism
ii. Aryan Race Propaganda
iii. Totalitarian State
iv. Mein Kampf

10.8. ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

See Section-2.2.3
See Section-2.2.5
See Section-2.3.3
See Section-2.3.5
See Section-2.5
(i) See Sub- Section-2.3.5
(ii) See Sub-Section-2.5
(iii) See Sub-Section- 2.2.4
(iv) See Sub-Section- 2.3
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UNIT 11: THE SPANISH CEVIL WAR
Structure
11.1 Learning Objectives
11.2 Introduction
11.3 Causes
11.4 Constitution
11.5 Failure
11.6 Let Us Sum Up
11.7 Suggested Reading

11.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After going through this unit, you will be able to –




explain the causes that led to the outbreak of the Spanish Revolution in the
19th century
discuss the Constitutional history of Spain since 1812 till 1878
discuss the outcome of the Spanish Revolution.

11.2 INTRODUCTION
In the previous Unit, we discussed the rise of the Eastern Question and the conflict
of power in the Balkans. We also discussed the attitude of the European powers
towards the Eastern problem and the consequences of the power struggle over the
region.
In this Unit, we will discuss at length on the history of Spain. The Unit will also
focus on the Spanish Revolution. As we read this Unit, we will be looking into the
events leading to the breakout of the Spanish Civil War and the failure of the
Revolution. The Unit will also highlight the Constitutional development in the
Spanish history. Spain in the 16th-17th century was ruled by the Habsburg dynasty
(1516- 1700). Under the Habsburgs, Spain dominated Europe politically and
militarily for a great part of the 16th-17th century. It began to decline gradually
under the later Habsburg kings during the second half of the seventeenth century.

11.3 CAUSES
The death of Charles II of Spain marked the end of the Habsburg dynasty and the
coming of the Bourbon dynasty of France. Louis XIV of France declared his
grandson as king of Spain, as Philip V, the first Bourbon king of Spain. Under the
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Bourbon monarchy, Spain was forced to get involved in a succession of wars- first
in the war of Polish Succession, second, the war of Austrian succession and the
third in 1761, in the Seven Years war. In 1793, Spain made an attempt to revolt
against republican France, but with little success. Spain was occupied by France
and Napoleon was successful in installing his brother, Joseph, on the throne of
Spain. By 1810 French forces established control over most of the north and central
Spain.
Spain was entangled in a political turmoil during this period while the
Spanish nationalism was emerging side by side. The rule of Ferdinand in Spain
unleashed an era of reactionary Regime where liberal ideas were crashed and this
led to a series of civil wars. This period marked the rise of Carlism
LET US KNOW
Carlism: Royalist in nature, Carlism was a popular reactionary movement against
liberalism. It aimed at preserving the old traditional and order. It had begun to lose
its cause in 1820s and it met its end by 1876. Carlism was formed as a party
towards the end of the reign of Ferdinand VII owing to his trouble regime. Carlism
stood for a national unit under monarchy and Catholicism. The motto of Carlism
was, “God, Country and King”.
The wave of liberalism was ushered in by the Cortes of Cadiz (1810-1814). The
Spanish liberals looked forward to a gradual change in the current political and
socio-economic order which would result in the establishment of sovereignty that
would reside in the nation. However, in 1823, the absolute monarchy took over the
reign from the liberals. There was a growing rift between the Carlists and the
liberals.
The death of the monarch Ferdinand VII in 1833 was followed by the reign of
the Regent Cristina. The new ruler faced much opposition and a wave of protest
grew against the monarchy. The middle and the lower class liberals took active part
in it.
The Spanish Revolution of 1868 was not merely a military revolt that
overthrew Isabel II. For the first time, it ushered a political changes which deeply
transformed the political foundations of the Spanish political system. From being a
parliamentary monarchy, Spain became a democratic monarchy; it subsequently
became a federal republic; which was again replaced by a military dictatorship with
a republican form. The period ended with the return of the Bourbons, which
signaled a return to a monarchic system that suppressed democratic proposals.
The revolt of the Spanish fleet in the port of Cadiz on September 17, 1868, was
the beginning of a revolutionary process that was to usher in the first democratic
political experience in the history of Spain.
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11.3.1 Causes of the Revolution
During the second part of the 1860s, Spain was engulfed in a precarious
economic situation and a deep political crisis. In the field of urban development,
Spain in 1868 was a century behind other European power like England and France.
Spain was economically an agricultural country and the condition of the peasantry
was only slightly developed than the peasantry of the Western Europe. Under the
economic domination of the landholder and the spiritual authority of the church, the
peasantry was politically indifferent and socially ignorant. After the economic
liberalisation that began in 1854, Spanish capitalists had invested their money in the
newly developing sectors: banks and railways. However, neither of the sectors was
able to meet its obligations to its shareholders.
While railway construction was underway, it employed a large number of
people. But the end of construction work, resulted in mass unemployment. The
crisis had an impact on the commerce also. On the other side with the fall in the
number of those employed, consumer capacity also fell. The citizens were bearing
the brunt of indirect taxation, which taxed their basic consumption need. Hence
opposition to this type of tax became a factor for mobilising the citizens against the
government.
Meanwhile the state took no steps towards the alleviation of their problems.
Rather, the state spent 70% of the revenues in non-productive activities like state
debt, pensions, defence, the police etc. ignoring the development and modernisation
of agriculture, the country’s main economic activity. A bad harvest in 1968
worsened the already difficult situation of the population.
The church, the army, and the nobility still held power. The Spanish church
was the epitome of traditional reaction, and its position as a strong support of the
throne was marked during the reign of Isabel II. In Isabel II, the Spanish clergy
found a defender of their interests. The church leaned more heavily on the crown
than in past centuries, for its once great wealth had been lost to the state by a series
of expropriations and nationalizations begun by Charles III (I759-I788). Stripped of
its economic independence, the church by the Concordat of I85I, became the ward
of the government, which supported it financially and maintained its monopoly. The
Church had a great influence on the educational system.
The army was heavily overstaffed with military officers who nurtured high
ambitions for career advancement and social prestige. During the reign of Isabel II,
the leaders of government were almost universally military-Espartero, Narvaez,
Gonzalez Bravo, O’Donnell. Of the four most prominent figures in the group that
overthrew the queen two, Prim and Serrano, were generals and one, Topete, was an
admiral. Queen Isabel II, tried to buy their allegiance by appointing them in high
civil and military posts. It was chiefly for this reason that such a large number of
civil positions was held by them.
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A political crisis was also broke out in the second half of the 1860s. There
were two chief political blocs that played a leading role in the Revolution. These
were, on the one hand consists of moderate monarchists who supported a ‘moderate
revolution”, and on the other hand there was group consists of Democrat Party and
the republicans, who sought a deeper change. As there was no way for a peaceful
transition, therefore a coup became the only instrument for bringing a change in the
government. The other factors like slow signs in the process of Spanish nation
building put the monarchy of Isabel II under serious trouble and a whole lot of
questions were raised.
There were two different national projects, one promoted by the Progressives
and the other by the Moderates. On the other hand, the Spanish liberal state was
politically and economically weak and it was suffering from a high degree of
administrative inefficiency and regional inequalities.
On the other hand, the process of Italian unification and the question of Rome
had a deep impact on the Spanish politics. Spain’s recognition of the kingdom of
Italy in 1865 deprived the monarchy of the support of the more conservative liberal
Catholics, who were offended and henceforth put forward electoral candidacies
under a Catholic banner. With the fall of Isabel II, many of these neo- Catholics
offered their support to the Carlists, who sought to win the Spanish throne for the
Duke of Madrid.
Besides the above factors, a growing opposition to the increasingly weak
regime brought together the revolutionary political elites who were distancing
themselves from the regime of Isabel II. Spain’s aristocrat class was not politically
predominant because of the fact that the Revolution of 1812, absolutism of
Ferdinand VII, and the Constitution of 1837 had deprived them of their power. A
majority of the leading politicians during the reign of Isabel belonged rather to
newly created nobility who never fully identified with their old counterpart. There
was also a very few example of a commoner rising to prominence in military
positions.
Among the parties which came together to overthrow Isabel in I868, there
were numerous title-holders among the progressive and liberal group. The support
of members of the aristocracy was welcomed by Madrid’s political leaders, due to
their influence.
Political consciousness was increasing more rapidly in the professional class
than within the bourgeoisie, and it was from the former that a new leadership was
rising to challenge the incompetence and anachronism of the existing regime. More
numerous was the mass of the peasantry and the steadily increasing working class.
The peasantry composed the great majority the Spanish nation. Regarding the
working class, like all Western Europe, political articulation within the working
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class was becoming highly developed. The labor union movement became a factor
of significance during the 1860’s, partly due to its ardent support of republicanism.
Although there was no effective socialist organization in Spain prior to the
revolution of I868, indoctrination had begun a generation before. The theories of
Cabet, Fourier, Blanc, and Lasalle were well distributed before I850 among the
intellectuals and had begun seeping downward. The propagandist work of early
socialists in Cadiz, Madrid, and Barcelona bears direct relation to the growth of the
workers’ movement in those focal centers.
As long as Isabel II remained on the throne her own fervent Catholicism and
the predominance in her councils of the clerical party made any curtailment of
Catholic prerogatives impossible. Her opponents well knew that should she go, with
her would go the church’s hegemony in Spain. The dissidence spread mildly even
to the peasantry, where to some degree it was the problem which, after landholding,
interested them most. The heart of anticlericalism was mainly in the cities, where it
was part of the pattern of dissatisfaction with the status quo and accompanied the
rising demand for political and social change. The tension was gradually magnified
and a crisis became inevitable. Spanish moderates and liberals chose English
parliamentary system as the model for their political goal, combined with the
French revolutionary concepts of popular sovereignty, in accordance with the
transformations occurring about them in western and central Europe.
There was a growing unrest especially in the army and navy which proved
most fatal. The repressive measures of the government since I866 combined with a
harsh tax policy resulted in a fiscal crisis and serious uneasiness in industry and
commerce. Low rate of production, rising prices of commodities, and growing
unemployment which had reached wide proportions by I868, further discredited the
regime.
Moving beyond the stage of a military uprising the revolution of 1868, in real
terms it acquired the character of an anti-dynastic revolution, inspired by a liberal
movement with a markedly democratic character, in which the supporters of the
republic played a fundamental role.
The revolt that brought the downfall of the Queen, Isabel II, opened the way to
a convulsive period of political changes. With the fall of the Bourbon monarchy
there created a power vacuum which was filled by the creation of Revolutionary
Committees [Juntas Revolucionarias] throughout the Spain formed with remarkable
unity among the revolutionary factions.
Within a few days the insurrection was over, except in a limited number of
localities in the north-east where resistance continued until the end of September.
By this time Isabel and her family had crossed over into France to receive the
condolences of Napoleon
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This popular fervour in support of the 1868 Revolution became a republican
fervour in 1873 that found expression in street demonstrations, the spread of
associations and the expressions of republican sociability, all of which emerged
strongly within the new framework of liberties. The leaders of the revolution were
surprised by the speed and ease with which it had been accomplished. However, the
more difficult task at their hand was to replace the fallen regime with one which
could guarantee stability to the country and at the same time fulfill the aspirations
of those who had fomented the revolt.
As proved later on, the questions of replacing the regime led the country in a
state of disorder, economic calamity, and civil war, and also incidentally served as
the occasion for the Franco-Prussian war. This was the crux of the problem whose
solution was to take six years, plunge the country in a disorder, economic calamity,
and civil war, and incidentally to serve as the occasion for the FrancoPrussian war.
The only accord between the groups that had joined to organize the revolt had been
their mutual desire to end the arbitrary rule of the Bourbons and to drive from the
throne a woman whose conduct and policies had alienated all the nations save the
church and a segment of the nobility. Beyond this there was no agreement, nothing
but an open field for all contenders. The Revolutionary Committees gave way to a
Provisional Government that concentrated power in its own hands in the absence of
the queen.
The new regime got international recognition. Constituent elections were held
where 23 percent of the parliamentarians were republican, facing a monarchist
majority.
Along with political transformation process of extending political
rights to the citizens had also began. The right to vote was extended and more
spaces for political participation that had until then been restricted were opened.
The Constitution of 1869 introduced a new element, universal male suffrage,
which transformed the monarchy into a democratic one. The constitution
established that sovereignty resided in the nation and was therefore not shared with
the king. The Revolution of 1868 gave recognition to the rights and liberties which
included the press.
With the approval of the constitution, Spain became a monarchy without a
king. The vacuum in the leadership of the state was covered by General Serrano as
regent, supported by General Prim as head of government. Amadeo of Savoy, Duke
of Aosta and son of Vittoio Emanuele II of Italy was elected by the Cortes as the
monarch of Spain in 1870.
The lack of support for the Spanish monarchy and the political instability of
the period resulted in the abdication of Amadeo I, on February 11, 1873, giving rise
to a new crisis. In this situation, the Congress and the Senate meeting in the
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National Assembly reassumed all powers and proclaimed Spain as a Republic. The
Republican government dissolved the two chambers and called new unicameral
constituent elections. However, the Republic lasted for less than mere two years.
The weak state of the Republic was due to diverse factors, on the one hand,
there was a fragmentation within republicanism that weakened the new republic and
on the other, the Cuban War, which had started in 1868 under the rule of Isabel II,
represented a significant factor that materially and politically undermined all the
governments.
Then there was the Cantonalist movement that sought to put the most radical
version of federalism into practice; and the Carlists, supporters of establishing a
traditionalist monarchy, as opposed the new democratic regime in parliament.
Amongst the political instability and civil and colonial wars,
parliament restarted its sessions on January 2 1874. But on the morning of January
3, Don Emilio Castelar, the leader of the Federalist, supported by the CaptainGeneral of Madrid, Don Manuel Pavía, dissolved parliament, opening a period of
formally republican dictatorship. Thus the First Republic came to an end. The new
government dissolved all the republican representative institutions: the parliament
and the provincial and municipal councils, and started to repress republicanism and
deport republican politicians to the overseas colonies: Cuba, the Philippines and the
Mariana Islands. Towards the end of 1874, Spain had returned to monarchical rule
under the Bourbons.

11.4 CONSTITUTION
Considered as the Magna Carta of the Spanish history, the Constitution of
1812 marks the continued perseverance of a small group of Deputies who worked to
rebuild what had been laid to waste by the Napoleonic forces and the Old Regime.
The Constitution of 1812 (La Pepa) emerged from Cadiz and it had a progressive
character. It laid the foundation of a constitutional structure which upheld the rights
of the citizens. The 1812 Constitution enlisted many democratic articles which were
later removed by the Deputies while drafting the Constitution of 1837. The right of
the King to an absolute veto was curtailed and his veto power could be over-ruled
by majority power of the Deputies. The Constitution proclaimed Catholicism,
Roman and Apostolic as the state religion. The Constitution of 1812 attempted to
initiate a uniform administrative system, elimination of old economic order,
abolition of feudal privileges, suppression of Inquisition and religious censorship
etc.
The Constitution of 1837 was drafted by Deputies (nine) who had been
living a life of exile and were the leaders of the Progressive party. It was a concise
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document with 31 articles. The 1837 Constitution of Spain strengthened monarchy
by establishing a bicameral system. The Legislature was divided into two separate
bodies comprising of the Senate and the Congress of Deputies, the latter being of a
stable character. The Constitution of 1837 focussed on “modernisation” and
“reconciliation” among the political parties. The Spanish Constitution of 1837 was
somewhat similar to the Constitution of France and Belgian.
The Constitution of 1837 eliminated all regulations of the Constitution of
1812 and direct election was initiated. Thus, the propertied class were empowered
to vote in the elections. The power of the King was increased. The creation of a
Parliament with two bodies became a topic of debate between Sancho and
Gorozarri. While Vicente Sancho supported the bicameral system, Gorozarri stood
for the strengthening of a single National Assembly. By a majority vote, the
decision went in favour of the supporters of Sancho. Another major point of debate
was the absolute veto power of the king. The issue of religious tolerance also
became a point of conflict with a majority of the deputies voting against it.
The new Constitution faced much criticism from the radical leaders. Led
by Fermin Caballero, the radicals objected to the rule by authoritarian principle,
however they were heavily outnumbered and the new Constitution was adopted.
The Constitution of 1845 reaffirmed the power of the Executives over the
Cortes and the Congress lost its power of legislation to the Senate which comprised
of the nobility favourable to the Crown. Catholicism was pronounced the state
religion and individual rights were curtailed by the new Constitution.
In the mid 1854 a new Constitution was drafted but it never came into
force.
In 1869, after the Revolution a liberal wave had blown and it was in that
spirit that the Cortes promulgated a new Constitution was drafted. In 1876, with the
restoration of the monarchy, a new Constitution was drafted. The idea of
constitutional monarchy and the sovereignty of the nation served as a backdrop of
the Constitution. The bicameral system continued with an equal number of deputies
and senator. The constitution made an attempt at ensuring the rights of the citizens
to vote, form associations, worship any faith etc. The Cortes and the monarchy
shared the sovereign power. The Congress and the Senate were renewed every five
years. Catholicism was announced as the state religion, but religious tolerance was
also ensured to the people. The Constitution was conservative in character unlike
the Constitution of 1812 and 1837 which were more progressive. The Constitution
was in force till1923.
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11.5 FAILURE
While Spain attempted to overthrow the cloak of French monarchy from the
Spanish soil and establish a liberal Regime following the examples set by the
French Revolution but every attempt made at bringing any changes in the
Government turned out to be futile. In this section we will discuss the outcome of
the several attempts made for the constitutional set up of Spain. The Constitution of
1812 was too romantic in its ideals and hence could be easily abolished by
Ferdinand. Despite its failure, yet the Constitution served as a landmark. According
to Marx, the Constitution of 1812, “…was a genuine and original offspring of
Spanish intellectual life…”
The Constitution drafted by the Cortes in a Post Revolution Spain in 1869 was a
liberal one but it was short-lived which did not make any significant impact on the
state or its people. During the entire period from 1812 to 1873, the Constitution that
was written at various intervals varied in their political character and yet it failed to
create a lasting impression on the political structure of the State.

11.6 LET US SUM UP
After going through this unit, you have learnt that





Spain went through much trouble during the establishing of the First
Republic.
There was constant conflict between the liberals and the traditionalist
resulting in the internal crisis.
The Spanish Revolution marked the beginning of an attempt in bringing
a democratic and constitutional change.
The constitutional history of Spain was not a smooth course and yet it
created a landmark for the successive era.

11.7. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Q 1: Discuss the factors that resulted in the outbreak of the Spanish Revolution of
1868.
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….
Q 2: Critically discuss the influence of liberalism in the making of the Spanish
Constitution.
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….
Q 3: Analyse the condition of Spain during 1868-1878.
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….
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UNIT-12: ORIGIN OF THE SECOND
WORLD WAR
Structures:
12.0 Learning Objectives
12.1 Introduction
12.3 Causes Lead to the Second World War
12.4. Let Us Sum Up
12.5. Check Your Progress
12.6 Suggested Reading

12.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After reading this unit the learners will know about the
 Europe on the ve of the Second World War
 Role of different Power Block
 Role of Extreme Nationalism
 Failure of the League and Collective Securities.

12.1 INTRODUCTION
Since time immemorial, in the political history we generally come across some
events like war and aggression among states or nations. Above and over it is a very
common phenomenon. But in the first half of Nineteenth century people of the
world witnessed some great wars that surpassed all the wars and aggression that
took place before. The wars were the First World War (1914-18) and the Second
World War (1939-45). It were called world war because the parties that involved in
the wars were not two or three nations but many nations of different continents.
Further, the wars took place at different battle fields, in mountains, in seas and
oceans, in rivers, in air spaces, in deserts and so on. The horror and the bloodshed
that took place in the wars were furious. There was large scale devastation of both
man and materials. The wars affected the politics, economy, society and every
aspects of human life. The first world war that culminated in 1919 brought peace
and security in the world to some extent through peace conferences and mutual
cooperation among different nations. In spite of that within two decades of the
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completion of the First World War another World war i.e., Second World War took
place in the year 1939. The death, devastation and the holocaust of the Second
World War was more severe and wide scale than that of the First World War. It was
not a sudden out break rather several factors contributed for the outbreak of Second
World War which has been described below.
12.3 CAUSES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR.
When the British Prime Minister Chemberlain reached the London airport
after singing Munich in September 1938, he will alighting down the plane waved
the historic – “I bring you peace with honour”. Sir Wisdom Churchill who was
present there, reported “Britain and france had to choose between dishonour; they
will be have war”. The statesmen of the world regarded Churchill as a far-sighted
politician and a shrewd diplomat but he proved to be a prophet too. The International community which was promised in 1919 “a new world where mistakes of
the past would not be repeated and where brute force would not be allowed to sit on
the throne of justice”, was sadly disappointed to see world on the brink on the brink
of the another world war. The ingenuity of mankind had in 1919 devised a
machinery for arbitration, conciliation and adjudication of international disputes in
order to save the succeeding generation from the scourge of war but the for long
and this time it was to be more devastating and ferocious. The following were the
factors which made the outbreak of war inevitable:
12.3.1 Resentment against the of Versailles
The treaty of Versailles was ostensibly based on the idealism of US
President Wilson’s Fourteen Points. But, through its war guilt clause, its territorial
adjustments and economic clauses it sought to cripple Germany. German army was
reduced to the size of less than the armed forces of Belgium. The major terms of the
440 article of the Treaty of Versailles aimed to prevent Germany from ever again
becoming a Great Power. In the newly created states were included German
minorities. This factor accounted for German minorities from the persecution by the
alien rule. The liberal ideals of western democracies were imposed upon the
German nation. It could not satisfy the imagination of the German people because
the “Diktas” of Versailles. Thus, the way was paved for the rise Hitler who
capitalized on the difficulties created by the world world depression of the thirties
and took fullest advantage of winning the confidence of the people by showing
opposition of the treaty of Versailles. On the other hand the economic clauses of the
treaty were designed to make Germany pay for the damages caused by her
aggression on the Allies. According to the treaty she lost 15 percent of her arable
hand; and 12 percent of industrial area. Above all the war-torn Germany was
saddled with heavy reparation payments which were for beyond her capacity.
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Germany was able to pay only through huge loans from the United States. All these
transaction regarding war debts and reparations damaged the economy of Germany
during the post-Versailles era. German sentiment was hardened against the unequal
peace imposed upon her. Commenting in the injustice inherent in the treaty of
Versailles. E.H. Carr has aptly remarked thus: “Nearly every which brings a war to
an end is in one sense, a dictated peace; for a defeated power seldom accepts the
consequences of its defeat willingly. But in the Treaty Versailles the element of
dictation was more apparent then in any previous peace treaty of modern times”.
The President of German Republic consequences the terms of the treaty as
“unfulfillable, unbearable and ruinous”, In the same vein the President of National
Republic said. “Our enemies have laid before us a treaty which surpasses by far the
fears of our great pessimists”. Commenting on treaty the chairman of armistice
Commission had said. “The Treaty of Versailles is the work of the devil”. The
Allies betrayed of Germany and did not scrupulously adhere to the Wilson’s
Fourteen Points which were fourteen disappointments. There is no doubt that the
treaty of Versailles contained the seeds of a future war and the German nation felt
that the treaty was not morally binding on it. The people of Germany under Hitler
were seeking an opportunity to repudiate the treaty and settle old scores with the
Allies.
12.3.2 Failure of the League’s System of Collective Security
The League of Nations was created with an ambitious aspiration to eliminate
war as an instrument of national policy. But this world organisation received a
mortal blow at the member of the League. The leading members of the League of
Nations demonstrated a callous infidelity to the spirit of collective security. The
covenant of the League was either ignored or evaded. The article 10 and article 16
of the League covenant were misinterpreted by the leading members of the League
and as such the collective security system was diluted. Economic sanctions were
useless against a determined aggressor and application of military sanctions against
a Great Power needed a willing international co-operation of all other Great Powers.
There was conspicuous lack of unanimity among the members of the League
Council in case of imposition of sanctions on a powerful aggressor state. For
example, in case of Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 1931, the responsible
members of the League were silent spectators and refractors from imposing military
sanctions upon her. Commenting on League’s inaction and apathy in case of
Japanese conquest of Manchuria, Gathorne Hardy said “The shock, therefore, which
the incident administered to the whole system of collective security was tremendous
and well-nigh fatal and the only question on which the opinion can be divided, is as
to whether the responsibility for this lies wholly at the door of japan or whether it
must be shared by those who planned a system which the world is incapable of
working. There are, indeed, persons who think that application of sanctions was
practical but the difficulties were so great and the prospects of plunging the world
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on war so formidable that the inaction of the members of the League must be
considered pardonable if not wholly justified." According to Mackintosh "Beth Italy
and Germany concluded that there was little risk in making treaties and carrying out
aggressions, since the League Powers seemed loth to act in concert. Japan called the
bluff of the League and proved to the world that even a slight danger of war was
enough tool the ardour of its supporters". The League system of collective security
failed to maintain peace and provide guarantee against ression. The result was
extremely disastrous for the world. Japanese conquest of Manchuria was followed
by Italian aggression Ethiopia and military involvement of Italy and Germany in
panish civil war. Hitler annexed Austria and Czechoslovakia with International
Relations in Modern World (1900-1988) impunity. All these acts of aggression
ultimately precipitated the out break of the Second World War The League became
just a defunct body and it ceased to be a deterrent force. In this context Gathorne
Hardly has aptly observed thus "The power of the League whether real or imaginary
would probably have been adequate as a deterrent, if the nation contemplating
aggression had reasons to fear it in the earlier stages of its plans". Each member
state of the League sought to turn it into an instrument of its national policy. Thus,
no coherent approach to the international disputes was possible and this paved way
for a spree of acts aggression by the Axis Powers and plunged the world into the
most devastating war of human history.
12.3. 3 Unsuccessful Efforts for Disarmament
The Treaty of Versailles eventually, proved to be a twenty years armistice as
Marshall Fock, the Allied Supreme Commander Fore saw in 1919. The failure of
the League system of collective security undermined the possibility of disarmament.
A definite guarantee of peace provided in the Treaty of Versailles was the
provisions regarding disarmament of Germany. On 9th March 1935 Hitler officially
notified the foreign governments about the existence of the German air force. This
date is an important date in post-war history since it marked the first open violation
of the military clauses of the Treaty of Versailles by Germany. On 16th March 1935
Germany unilaterally denounced the military clauses of the treaty. She introduced
conscription and on 7th March 1936 Hitler declared Germany's re militarisation of
the Rhineland. It may be recalled in retrospect that Germany had already boycotted
the World Disarmament Conference convened under the auspices of the League of
Nations because France contested Germany's right to rear herself as a sovereign
nation, on the ground of Germany's obligations under the Treaty of Versailles.
When Hitler flagrantly repudiated the Treaty of Versailles by introducing
conscription in 1935, Sir Winston Churchill said "the final safeguard of a long
peace was cast away". According to article 8 of the Covenant the member states
including the victorious allies were expected to take steps for the "reduction o
national armaments to the lowest point consistent with national safety". Since the
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member states of the League had no faith in the system of collective security
guaranteed by the League, each nation entered into competition for rearmament, so
that the words ‘the lowest point consistent with national safety' came to mean that
each nation should be more heavily armed than its potential enemy. The totalitarian
states raised the slogan of "guns before butter". After the rise of Hitler it was
virtually impossible for all the countries to undertake genuine efforts for general
disarmament. Commenting on the failure of disarmament talks Prof. Schuman has
aptly re marked thus "By the beginning of 1937 all treaties imposing quantitative
restrictions on the three Great. Naval Powers were at an end Britain and Germany
had agreed (June 13, 1935) that German navy. should be 35 per cent as large as the
British Anglo Soviet negotiations for a naval pact came to nothing The US
proceeded to strengthen the fortification of its bases in the Western Pacific By
March 1937 the British government had announced plans for con structing 238000
tons of new battleships. The US. followed suit and Japan struggled desperately to
keep pace with her wealthier rivals in a naval race which was far costlier and more
dangerous than that which preceded 1914. Germany armed for the day of glory and
her neighbours armed desperately in self-defence. Each Power sought safety in
matching its potential enemies, regiment for regiment, bombing plane for bombing
plane, battleship for battleship. In this there could be no security but only the
promise of disaster. The letters of failure, written large over the portals of
successive disarmament conferences during the two decades after Versailles, be
came letters of impending catastrophe for the Western World". (4) The Policy of
Appeasement and Pacifism
During the post-Versailles era the policy makers of Downing Street and
Quaid'orsay demonstrated a strange lack of appreciation of the dangers which
threatened the world peace due to the rise of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. They
considered that Hitler and Mussolini had real cause of grievance and that they could
be satisfied by concessions. They failed to realise that nothing short of capitulation
could satisfy them. The pacifist desire of statesmen in England and France led them
to think that the policy of appease ment would help to maintain peace and that the
'Dictators' once satiated would leave others alone. This was a gross miscalculation
by the statesmen of Western democracies. On the other hand Britain and France
began to regard Germany and Italy as fitting bulwark against Bolshevism. Italy was
allowed to grab Abyssinia while Germany was allowed to rearm, to remilitarise the
Rhineland, to annex Austria and to partition and finally occupy the entire territory
of Czechoslovakia. On the other hand, in order to lull the Western democracies and
to give fillip to the imperialist conquests, Hitler and Mussolini tactfully launched an
organised propaganda regarding their anti-Bolshevist stance. This anti-communist
posture of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy was a manoeuvre to cover up then
aggressive designs. The Non-aggression pact between Germary and the Soviet
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

68

Union in 1939 belied the anti-communist posture of Germany which was only
chauvinist and imperialist Hitler successfully played up in the thirties the anticommunist stance which resulted in the formation of the policy of appeasement by
Britain and France. But many critics thought that the effusions of Nazi leaders in
their denuciation of Bolshevism amounted to a calculated bluff and gigantic piece
of political fraud No wonder that Britain and France were the victims of this fraud.
Unfortunately the necessity of building up a Grand Alliance of Britain, France and
the Soviet Union was overlooked till the thunderstorm of war actually broke out and
engulfed the entire world.
12.3.5 Ideological Factor
One of the main reasons which prompted Western countries to adopt policy of
appeasement was their fear of communism The Soviet Union was considered by the
Western Powers as enemy number one. The rise of Hitler encouraged some of the
pro-fascist politicians in western democracies to encourage the Nazi aggression as a
counterpoise to Bolshevik expansion. But unfortunately the western democracies
failed to understand the simple truth that it was impossible to set limits to Fascist
aggression and tyranny Fascism and Nazism glorified the war. The aggressive wars
of Nan Germany and Fascist-Italy were directed not only against the Soviet Union
but also against Britain and France whose feebleness facilitated the growth of Axis
Powers. The Second World War was the outcome of the follies of the victors, the
miscalculations of the democracies and the economic blizzard of the thirties which
helped the rise of Nazism. After the seizure of Austria, Czechoslovakia and port of
Memel, Hitler saw Danzig and Polish corridor with an eye f covetousness. He
raised the cry of persecution of the Germans in Danzig by the Polish government.
German attack on Poland was imminent and in order to provide security to Poland,
England started negotiations with the Soviet Union. On 17th April 1939 the Soviet
Union suggested that guarantee against imminent German attack on Poland should
be extended jointly by Britain, France and the USSR and that such a guarantee
should be given to all countries from the Baltic to Black sea. The British and the
French were s sceptical of the Russian motives that they did not respond to the
Soviet proposal. This was due to the ideological differences, Basically the hatred
for Bolshevism prevented the formation of a Grand Alliance between England,
France and the Soviet Union.
12.3.6 The Dissatisfaction of National Minorities
During the First World War the Allies had committed them-selves to the
principle of self-determination. But at the Paris Peace Conference the Allied Powers
did not scruplously follow this principle in this context Robert Ergang has aptly
remarked thus, "Its application was conditioned by such factors as economic
necessity, military defence, religious and political and the punishment of defeated
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nations”. According to the principle of national self. determination for which the
First World War was fought by the Allies, Austria should have been given right to
unite with Germany But according to the Treaty of Versailles Union of Austria with
Germany was forbidden and on the other hand thousands of Ger mans were put
under foreign rule For example, the German people living in Danzig, the Saar and
Sudeten district of Czechoslovakia were separated from Germany A large number
of Germans were living in Austria. So the German minorities in these areas were in
ferment and demanded great autonomy within the state. They also insisted that
Germany should liberate those areas in which they were living. This served as a
convenient pretext for Germany to annex Austria, Sudetenland and subsequently
Poland which kindled the fires of the Second World War.
12.3.7 Staunch Nationalism
The horrors and the destruction of the First World War con vinced the people and
the statesmen of various countries that if another calamity of similar nature was to
be averted conflicting national ambitions should give way to a system of
international control This feeling was greatly reinforced by the President Wilson of
the United States who advocated a pacific international order based on co-operation
and the promotion of common interest. The League of Nations was established as
an instrument of internationalism. But the dream could not be fulfilled. The peace
settlement at Paris was made primarily along national interests and the New Europe
was reconstructed on strictly national lines. The victorious nations were guided by
nothing except their own interests where as the vanquished ridiculed
internationalism as being impracticable. Commenting on the victors' apathy to
international understanding General Smuts has observed thus "The promise of a
new life, the victory of great human ideals for which the peoples have shed their
blood without stint, the fulfilment of their aspirations towards a new international
order and a fairer better world are not written in this treaty". This comment
conclusively shows that the Allied Powers compromised with Wilson's idealism and
they manoeuvred to pro mote their national interests in the formation of the peace
treaty at Paris Conference (1919). On the other hand in Germany and Italy the
people worshipped the state as an end in itself. In these countries the dictators rode
to power on a wave of popular nationalist enthusiasm. To retain themselves in
power, it was necessary that enthusiasm must be sustained and for this purpose they
resorted to aggression against other countries. The aggressive nationalism
manifested itself in imperialist conquests by Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. These
Axis states dynamited the League system of collective security and paralysed
international collaboration under the auspices of the League of Nations for pacific
settlement of disputes. Commenting on aggressive character of Nazism in Ger many
Schuman says "The inner dynamics of German Fascism made war abroad a
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necessity for peace and prosperity at home". Thus, staunch nationalism resulted in
low tone of international morality.
12.3.8 Differences between France and Britain
During the post-Versailles era Britain and France who fought as allies in the
First World War, did not hold identical views on the problem of reparations, future
of Germany, the League of Nations, the system of collective security and the
problem of disarmament. Britain believed in the theory of balance of power on the
European continent. This balance of power was upset as a result of the Paris Peace
Settlement of 1919. France emerged as a strong country where as Germany was
made as weak as possible. In the post-war period England was interested in the
economic recovery of Germany so that the latter might become her customer. In
sharp contrast to this, France was interested in perpetuating the economic ruination
of Germany because strong Germany with viable economy was a menace to her
security. On 11th January 1923, French troops occupied Ruhr valley because the
Reparation Commission had declared Germany in voluntary default. In this
commission the British member had opposed the proposed French military
occupation of Ruhr valley of Germany. On the other hand France wanted to see
Germany militarily crippled whereas Britain believed that a militarily strong
Germany could be a fitting bulwark against Bolshevism. When Hitler unilaterally
denounced the military clauses of the Treaty of Versailles by introducing
conscription on 16th March 1935, France took strong exception to Hitler's action.
At Stressa Conference Britain joined France and Italy in the much orchestrated
chorus of condemnation of Hitler's unilateral violation of the Versailles treaty. But
in order to conciliate German feelings Britain entered into a Naval Agreement with
Germany on 18th June 1935. Under this agreement German navy was limited to
35% of British naval strength. The duplicity of British policy is clear. Britain
connived at the German repudiation of the military clauses of treaty of Versailles.
She recognised the German right to ignore the naval of restririctions upto 35% of
British naval strength. This attitude of Britain gave further encouragement to Hitler
towards prepared aces for major military offensive So Anglo-French differences on
international issues tarnished the image of these democracies and Hitler capitalised
on their lack of solidarity.
12.3.9 Economic Needs and Material Interests of European Powers
The post-Versailles era was marked by struggle for raw mate rials, markets for
exports and colonies for accommodating increasing population of European states
Germany was mortified at the results of her defeat in the First World War where as
Italy was disappointed with fruits of her victory in the war At Paris Peace
Conference (1919) Italy intended to have Fiume but due to the opposition by the
Allies, she did not succeed in her objective. Italy felt duped at Paris in 1919 as she
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thought that she should have obtained all those territories which had been promised
in the secret Treaty of London (1915). Germany was crippled economically and she
was deprived of her overseas colonies. The third equally dissatisfied state was
Japan. These three states in relation to their industrialisation and the rate of increase
of their population were poorer in natural resources. So they urgently needed
colonies for importing raw materials and export of their goods. During the period of
pacification (1925-1929) these countries found markets for their finished goods and
also could import raw materials. But the world depression damaged their
economies. Almost all the countries re sorted to imposition of high tariffs to save
their indigenous industries and everywhere the slogan was raised "Buy at home".
The international trade came to a stand still due to the economic blizzard of the
thirties. Germany, Italy and Japan suffered heavily due to high tariff walls and
embargoes imposed by the Western democracies. Taking advantage of the
economic difficulties of the Western countries, Japan attacked Manchuria in 1931.
Japan's attack on Manchuria was a test case for the system of collective security
under the auspices of the League. The inaction of the League in case of Japan's
aggression encouraged Mussolini to invade Abyssinia. Later on Germany resorted
to a spree of acts of aggression which culminated in the Second World War.
12.3.10 Emergence of Rome - Berlin - Tokyo Axis
The post-war period witnessed the rise of Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany and militarist
Japan. These totalitarian states came closer to one another and harboured a deep
sense of resentment against Britain France and the United States. After successful
military adventure in Abyssinia, Mussolini was drawn towards Hitler who
immediately recognised Italy's interests in Abyssinia Sir Winston Churchill in his
book "History of the Second World War has aptly remarked thus "The battle for
peace which could during 1935 have been won; was now almost lost. Mussolini had
triumphed in Abyssinia and had successfully defied the League of Nations and
specially Great Britain. He was now bitterly estranged from us and joined hands
with Hitler. The Rome-Berlin Axis was in being. On October 21, 1936 Ciano on
behalf of Italy and Neurath on behalf of Germany signed a protocol for ItaloGerman co-operation. Mussolini described it as an Axis round which European
Powers might work together. In 1937 Mussolini joined the Anti-Comintern Pac
which Germany had signed with Japan on 25th November 1936.The pact was
obviously directed against the Soviet Union. This combination of totalitarian states
was an ominous development on the international scene. The statesmen in Britain
and France wrongly welcomed the anti-communist stance of these totalitarian states
and purused the policy of appeasement towards their acts of aggression. The
Western Powers entertained the wrong notion that term torial expansion of these
totalitarian states would be a counterpoise to Bolshevik menace. England and
France were lulled into complacency and became the victim of political blackmail.
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At the eleventh hour the statesmen of these democracies realised that hunger of
these totalitarian states for territorial expansion was unsatiable the dragon whom
they had so fondly fed during the thirties, now threatened to devour them. The
situation went out of control when Hitler adopted intransigent and bellicose attitude
towards Poland and this triggered the outbreak of the Second World War with all
the devastating consequences for humanity.
German Invasion of Poland and First Phase of War On September 1, 1939
Hitler invaded Poland. Without a declaration of war the German planes were found
bombarding Poland. On September 2, 1939 Mussolini proposed a conference for
peaceful settlement of dispute. Britain and France offered to participate if the
German troops were withdrawn from Poland. Hitler was not willing to withdraw
German troops. On 3rd September 1939 a joint Anglo French ultimatum was given
to Germany, stating that unless the German troops were withdrawn from Poland, a
state of war existed between them and Germany. Poland could not get immediate
help Polish infantry and cavalry were no match for Hitler's army and within a
fortnight most of western provinces of Poland were occupied by German troops.
Warsaw was virtually surrounded. The Soviet Union attacked Poland on 17th
September 1939.
12.4 LET US SUM UP.
By the early part of 1939 the German dictator Adolf Hitler had become determined
to invade and occupy Poland. Poland, for its part, had guarantees of French and
British military support should it be attacked by Germany. Hitler intended to invade
Poland anyway, but first he had to neutralize the possibility that the Soviet Union
would resist the invasion of its western neighbor. Secret negotiations led on August
23–24 to the signing of the German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact in Moscow. In a
secret protocol of this pact, the Germans and the Soviets agreed that Poland should
be divided between them, with the western third of the country going to Germany
and the eastern two-thirds being taken over by the U.S.S.R.
Having achieved this cynical agreement, the other provisions of which
stupefied Europe even without divulgence of the secret protocol, Hitler thought that
Germany could attack Poland with no danger of Soviet or British intervention and
gave orders for the invasion to start on August 26. News of the signing, on August
25, of a formal treaty of mutual assistance between Great Britain and Poland (to
supersede a previous though temporary agreement) caused him to postpone the start
of hostilities for a few days. He was still determined, however, to ignore the
diplomatic efforts of the western powers to restrain him. Finally, at 12:40 PM on
August 31, 1939, Hitler ordered hostilities against Poland to start at 4:45 the next
morning. The invasion began as ordered. In response, Britain and France declared
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war on Germany on September 3, at 11:00 AM and at 5:00 PM, respectively. World
War II had begun.

12.5: CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Discuus the Rome-Berlin Tokiyo Axis.
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………..
2. Discuss about the Failure of the League’s System of Collective Security.
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….
3. Discuss various causes leading to the WW-II.
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….
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