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8.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After going through this unit, you will be able to discuss the origin of the Harappan Civilization
 understand the city life of the people of the Harappan Civilization
 analyse the religious practice of the Harappan people
 discuss the different factors responsible for the decline of this civilization.

8.2 INTRODUCTION
In 1922-23, three archaeologists, namely Rakhaldas Banerjee, Daya Ram Sahni and
Sir John Marshall, discovered through excavation the ruins of an ancient civilization
in the cities of Harappa and Mohenjodaro. Harappa is situated in the Motegomery
district of Punjab and Mohenjodaro in the Larkana district of Sindh - both now in
Pakistan. This discovery in the above mentioned sites along with many other sites
proves it beyond doubt that some thousands of years ago a highly developed
civilization grew up here which was surely older than the Vedic Civilization. Most of
the excavated cities are located on the bank of the river Indus. That is why this
civilization is also known as the Indus Valley Civilization. Further, as this civilization
was first discovered in Harappa, some scholars named it as Harappan Civilization. In
this unit we will discuss this civilization in detail.
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8.3 ORIGIN AND EARLY SETTLEMENT
Unfortunately, we have no written sources about the Indus Valley Civilization. The
scholars have failed to decipher the pictorial language written on the Indus seals
found in different sites. As a result, our knowledge on the Harappan people and their
lifestyle is largely based on premise. Our knowledge regarding this civilization is
primarily based on the careful examination of the different items found during the
excavation in Harappa, Mohenjodaro and many other sites. However, these lifeless
objects tell us a lot about the people who founded such a highly developed
civilization.
It is a difficult task to fix the chronology of this far-flung civilization. Various factors
complicated the problem of fixing the Harappan chronology such as the discovery of
Harappan seals from various contemporary sites outside India, variations in the C-14
determinations from various sites, time lag between the origin and growth of the
civilization in nuclear area and the peripheral areas to the east and south and the
conventional data for the Aryan incursion into India, etc. Therefore, various scholars
suggested different dates of its origin on the basis of their own findings. According to
Sir John Marshall, the date of this civilization fell approximately between3250 and
2750 B.C. Again, Sir M. Wheeler opines it to be from 2500 to 1500 B.C.
Discovery of Radio-Carbon dating was a gift to archaeological discovery. Many
samples from various Harappan sites were dated by this method. After analysing 14 C
samples from various sites Dr. D.P. Aggarwal proposed a maximum date bracket of
2300-1750 B.C. for the total growth of Indus civilization. The end of the civilization
is even more unclear, but it appears like that the mature Harappan culture came to a
close around 1750 B.C., to be succeeded at Harappa, Chandudaro and other sites by
late or post-Harappan phases. Thus the mature Harappan civilization had a time span
of not more than five centuries.
Fig.1 Indus Seals

LET US KNOW
In addition to Harappa and Mohenjodaro, the traces of the Indus Valley Civilization
have also been discovered in a number of other sites in later years. Among these sites
mention may be made of Lothal (in Gujarat), Chanhudaro (in Sindh), Kalibangan (in
Rajasthan), Rupar (in Haryana), etc. The archaeological remains of these sites greatly
help us in the study of the historical character of the Indus Valley Civilization.
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8.3.1 The City and Its’ People
The interesting remains of the cities of Indus Valley indicate that it was an urban
civilization. In other words, this civilization flourished around cities. The ruins show
remarkable town planning and excellent drainage system. Let us now explore a few
amazing features of these outstanding cities.
The dwelling houses were many in number and varied in size. These were made of
well burnt bricks. Almost every house had a well, a kitchen, bathroom and drain. The
private drains were connected with the drains of the street. The streets of the cities
were straight and the breadth of the streets varied from 9 to 34 feet. These were
connected by lanes and by-lanes. Provision for street lights was also an important
feature of the Indus city life. All such amenities of the Harappan cities definitely
remind us of any present day town with modern town planning.
The biggest architectural structure found among the ruins was the Great Bath of
Mohenjodaro. It was actually a public bath with 180 feet length and 108 feet in
breadth. The main bathing pool was 39 feet by 23 feet with 8 feet depth. Galleries and
rooms surrounded the bathing pool in all sides. You will be amazed to hear that like a
modern swimming pool there was provision to fill and empty the water of the bathing
pool. Provision for hot water bath was also there.
Fig 2. Great Bath

In addition to the Great Bath, a series of long public buildings have also been
discovered. These buildings were probably used as public granaries. The biggest
among them was the Great Granary found at Harappa. It was approximately 169 feet
by 135 feet in length and breadth and had small compartments inside.
Fig.3 Great Granary
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After the discussion on flourishing Indus cities, let us now have some idea on the
people who lived in these remarkably well planned cities. The excavations of Indus
Valley show that there were probably four classes of people in the society: the
learned class, the warriors, the traders and artisans, and the working class. The
learned class included the priests, the astrologers, the physicians, etc. The ruins of
ancient forts and palaces indicate the existence of a ruling or warrior class whose
primary duty was to protect the land and people. The merchants and various artisans
such as goldsmith, weaver, carpenter, mason, etc. formed the third section of society.
The lowest class was constituted by the manual labourers, daily wage earners,
domestic servants, etc.
The people of Indus Valley took both vegetarian and non-vegetarian food. Their diet
list included wheat, barley, rice, milk, mutton, pork, beef, etc. besides a good number
of fruits. Cotton as well as woollen clothes were used by the people. The discovery of
spindles points out to the existence of weavers. Both men and women wore
ornaments. These ornaments were made of different materials like gold, silver,
bronze, ivory, etc.
People knew the art of toiletry and cosmetics. Toilet boxes made of ivory, metal,
pottery and stone have been found among the ruins of the Indus Valley Civilization.
The Harappan Gallery of the National Museum, New Delhi, has a large collection of
ornaments and various cosmetic items of the period.
In addition to the clothes and ornaments, a number of other household articles like
furniture, utensils, toys, etc. have been found in different sites of the Indus Valley.
Most of the kitchen utensils were made of earth and stones. Other domestic items like
knife, needle, axe, etc. were made of metals like bronze and copper. All objects were
beautifully polished and decorated.
Play and amusement was probably a significant part of the life of the Harappan
people. Dicing was a favourite pastime. No less popular was hunting. Children played
with clay toys. People were also fond of keeping birds perhaps for enjoying their
fights.
Fig 4. Indus toy
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LET US KNOW
The discovery of a large number of toy clay carts from Chanhudaro indicates the
existence of a factory in that age.

8.3.2 Economic Life
The marvelous cities and their large population testify to the sound economic
condition of the people of the Indus Valley. Various factors such as agriculture, trade
and commerce, communication, etc., largely contributed to such economic growth.
Agriculture was one of the most important occupations of the Harappan people. The
river Indus and its tributaries made the valley fertile for agriculture and thereby
contributed greatly for the large productions. The Great Granary found at Harappa
along with many others amply points towards large productivity of this region. The
chief agricultural products were wheat, barley, rice, cotton, various kinds of
vegetables and fruits.
Another important means of livelihood was the domestication of animals. The
Harappan people tamed animals to fulfill two purposes - for obtaining milk and flesh,
and for the purpose of carriage. For the first purpose, they used cows, sheep, pigs, etc.
while, for the second one they domesticated camel, bullock, buffalo, ass, elephants,
etc. It was doubtful whether horses were tamed or not as no evidence of familiarity
with horses has been discovered so far.
Trade and commerce was a vital part of the economic life of the Harappan
Civilization. There are evidences to prove that the Indus people traded not only with
the other parts of India but also with many parts of Western and Northern Asia,
Egypt, Babylon, etc. Some objects of Harappan origin have been found in Sumeria.
This certainly confirms the trade relation of Indus Valley with that civilization.
Clothes were the main items of export of Indus Valley and in return gold, silver,
copper and precious stones were imported from contemporary outer world.
A developed and safe communication system was the first condition for a sound
commerce. The Harappan people performed their foreign trades through the river and
sea routes. The figures of boats and ship on Harappan seals confirm this view. Lothal
and Mohenjodaro were probably two important sea ports of Indus Valley. Intercity
trade was conducted through local rivers.
CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Q. 1: Match the following:
a) Larkana
b) Great Bath
c) Great Granary

1. Harappa
2. A district of Sindh
3. A sea port
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d) Lothal

4. Mohenjodaro

Q. 2: Choose the correct alternative:
a) Two / Three / Four archaeologist in 1922-23 at first discovered Harappa and
Mohenjodaro.
b) Dicing / Horse Riding / Animal Fighting was a favourite pass time of the people of
Harappa Civilization.
c) Agriculture / Sericulture / Horticulture was one of the most important occupations
of the Harappan people.
d) Indus people traded with many parts of Eastern / Western Southern Asia.

8.4 RELIGIOUS CONDITION
The archaeological remains of Harappa and Mohenjodaro indicate a lot about the
religious life of these people. Interestingly, no temples have been discovered in the
excavated sites. Still the discovery of a large number of seals and terracotta figurines
points to the fact that the Indus people were idol worshippers. People probably
believed in a female energy as the source of creation. This female energy was
worshipped as Mother Goddess, Nature Goddess or Divine mother.
Lots of figures of this Goddess found throughout the Indus valley indicate that the
worship of the Mother Goddess was a significant part of Indus religion. Besides
Mother Goddess, a male God was also worshipped. In a Mohenjodaro seal we find
this God sitting in a yogic posture with three faces, horned head dress and surrounded
by animals. For all these features this God has been identified by the scholars as the
prototype of Siva Pasupati or lord of the beasts. The identification of this male deity
with Siva is further strengthened by the discovery of a number of stone objects which
exactly look like a Siva Linga. Further, the worship of trees, water and fire was also
prevalent among the Harappan people. The discovery of a few seals bearing swastika
symbol indicates the worship of the Sun God. Swastika is the symbol of the sun.
Animism probably was a significant aspect of Harappan religious beliefs.
Animism: The belief that the physical work is permeated by a spirit or vital principle
called the ANIMA MUNDA.

Fig.8 Mother Goddess Mohenjodaro
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8.5 DECAY OF THE HARAPPAN CIVILIZATION
It is difficult to fix a proper date for Harappan Civilization. On the basis of the careful
examination of available materials scholars are of the opinion that the Indus Valley
Civilization ranged between 3200 B.C. and 1700 B.C.
The Harappan Civilization extended over a huge geographical area. It spread from
Sutkanjodaro in Baluchistan in the West to Alamgirpur in Uttar Pradesh in the East
and from Manda in Jammu in the North to Daimabad in the Godavari Valley in the
South. As a whole, it covered an area of 22.50,000 sq. kilometers. It is the largest
cultural zone in the contemporary history of world civilization.
Rise and fall of a civilization is a natural phenomenon. The amazing civilization once
started by the Harappans was also no exception to it. There are many theories referred
to by the scholars regarding the causes of the decline of the Indus Valley Civilization.
The most valid and valued theories in this regard are as follows - rapid change of
environment, natural calamities like flood and earthquake, conservative mentality and
decrease in civic sense of the citizens, foreign attack, etc. However, most of the
scholars believe drought and flooding of the river Indus and its tributaries to be the
most fatal factor for the destruction of the Harappan Civilization. Earthquake is also
supposed to be another potential factor that caused changes in the course of the Indus
which led to the inundation of the hinterland of Mohenjodaro.
ACTIVITY- 3.1
Make a list of the Harappan sites mentioned in this unit and then try to locate these
places in a map.
..................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Q 3: Write True / False:
a) People probably believed in a female energy as the source of creation.
b) Swastika is the symbol of the moon.
c) The Harappan Civilization extended over a huge geographical area.
d) Rise and fall of a civilization is not a natural phenomenon.
Q 4: Fill in the blanks:
a) Female energy was worshipped as ........................ mother.
b) Sutkanjodaro is in ....................................
c) Flooding of the river ....................... was one of the most fatal factors for the
destruction of the Harappan Civilization.
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Q 5: What do you know about the religious life of the Harappan people? (Answer in
about 50 words)
............................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................

8.6 LET US SUM UP
After going through this unit, you have learnt that

The Harappan Civilization is one of the two earliest civilizations of India.
Harappan Civilization also known as the Indus Valley Civilization for being
discovered on the bank of the river Indus.



The Harappan Civilization which extended over a huge geographical area in
between 3200 B.C. and 1700 B.C. was an urban civilization with well
developed town planning and drainage system.



The society was divided into four classes. The economic condition of the
people of the Indus Valley was good. Along with agriculture, trade and
commerce prevailed which was facilitated by developed communication
system.



In the field of religion, the people worshipped idols, both of male and female
Gods. Female energy was believed as the source of creation and was
worshipped as Mother Goddess, Nature Goddess or Divine Mother. Animism
also prevailed as a religious belief. However, in due course of time the
Harappan Civilization decayed out.

8.7 FURTHER READING
1) Jha, D.N. (1977), Ancient India-An Introductory Outline, Peoples’ Publishing
House, New Delhi-110055
2) Majumdar, R.C., Raychaudhuri, H.C., Datta, K. (1986). An Advanced History of
India. New Delhi, Macmillan India Ltd.
3) Raychaudhuri, H.C. (1972). Political History of Ancient India. Calcutta, University
of Calcutta.
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4) Tripathi, Ramashankar (1999). History of Ancient India. Delhi, Motilal
Banarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd.

8.8 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Ans to Q No 1: (a) 2, (b) 4, (c) 1, (d) 3
Ans to Q No 2: (a) Three, (b) Dicing, (c) Agriculture, (d) Western
Ans to Q No 3: (a) True, (b) False, (c) True, (d) False
Ans to Q No 4: (a) divine, (b) Baluchistan, (c) Indus
Ans to Q No 5: Religious life of the Harappan people can be known from the
archaeological remains of Harappa and Mohenjodaro. The people were idol
worshippers. They worshipped Lord Siva. Female energy was worshipped as
Mother Goddess, Nature Goddess or Divine Mother. It was believed that female
energy was the source of creation. Besides, Harappan people also worshipped
trees, water and fire.

8.9 MODEL QUESTIONS
A) Very Short Questions (Answer each question in and about 50 words)
Q 1: Who discovered the Harappan Civilization?
Q 2: On the bank of which river did the Harappan Civilization develop?
Q 3: Which male God did the Harappan people worship?
Q 4: What was the main occupation of the Harappan people?
B) Short Questions (Answer each question in and about 150 words)
Q 1: What do you know about the socio-economic condition of the Harappan
Civilization?
Q 2: Write the chief features of the town planning in the Harappan Civilization.
Q 3: Write a short note on the religious life of the Harappan people.
C) Long Questions (Answer each question in and about 300-500 words)
Q 1: Why do we call the Harappan Civilization the Indus Valley Civilization?
Discuss the features of the Harappa Civilization.
Q 2: Discuss causes of the decline of Harappan Civilization.
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9.1 OBJECTIVES
This Unit deals with the geographical extent and the material features of the
Harappan Civilization. It describes the main sites of Harappan Civilization as well as
the material remains which characterized these sites. After reading this Unit you
should be able to:
 Understand that there was continuity of population and material traditions
between the Early Harappan and Harappan Civilization.


know about the geographical and climatic aspects of the settlement pattern of
Harappan Civilization,
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Describe the specific geographical, climatic and subsistence related
characteristics of the important centers of Harappan Civilization.



Learn about the material features of the important Harappan sites and
specially the uniformities in the material features of these sites.

9.2 INTRODUCTION
In this Unit we discuss the geographical spread and material characteristics of the
Harappan Civilization which arose on the foundation of pastoral and agricultural
communities and small townships. It refers to the continuity of the population and
material traditions between Early Harappan and Harappan Civilization. The
geographical spread of Harappan Civilization with special reference to some
important centers has been highlighted. It attempts to familiarise you with the town
planning, important structures, arts and crafts, housing patterns, pottery, tools and
implements subsistence patterns and script of Harappan Civilization. Finally this unit
also brings out the uniformities in the material characteristics of the Harappan sites.

9.3 FROM VILLAGES TO TOWNS AND CITIES
In Unit 5 we have seen how pastoral nomadic and agricultural communities
established themselves in the Indus plain and how some small townships, having
contacts with faraway lands, had also come into existence. On the foundation of these
agricultural communities and small townships emerged the 'Harappan Civilization'.
By the term 'Harappan Civilization' we mean that the Harappan society was
characterized by the presence and domination of large cities in this phase of its
history. This would also mean the presence of specialised craftsmen, long distance
trade, the existence of rich and poor people and the presence of kings. Apart from
these general features common to all the Civilizations, there were some particular
features of the Harappan Civilization. In the geographical space where the remains of
the Harappan Civilization have been found, the communities were using the same
written script. A Harappan community whether it was staying in Rajasthan or Punjab
or Sind would be using the same sets of weights and measures. The copper-bronze
tools used by them were also uniform in design, shape and size, the bricks they used
had a proportion 4:2: 1. Some of their town’s were also characterized by uniformities
in the planning of the buildings, citadels etc. The seals, shell (shankh) bangles,
carnelian beads and the disc beads of steatite were also uniformly designed in the
entire geographical space covered by the cities of the Harappan Civilization. Most of
the time a Harappan site is identified by the use of a pinkish pottery with bright red
slip. This pottery had standard representations of trees, animals, birds and geometric
motifs in black. These uniformities in the material features of the Harappan sites were
the characteristic traits of Harappan Civilization.
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9.4 HARAPPAN CIVILIZATION : SOURCES
The information about the Harappan Civilization comes from the reports of
excavations at places like Harappa and Mohenjodaro. The excavations at Harappa
began in 1921. Very many Harappan settlements have been located and excavated
since then. Famed archaeologists like Sir John Marshall and Sir Mortimer Wheeler
have conducted excavations at Harappan settlements. These scholars by carefully
studying the material remains have made the relics of the past speak. Since we cannot
read the written words we have to draw conclusions on the basis of the study of the
artefacts used by the Harappan people. By now more than 1000 settlements bearing
Harappan material have been discovered. However, most of these settlements have
not been excavated. According to one estimate only 3% of the reported Harappan
settlements have been excavated. Even at sites where excavation work has been
carried out not more than one fifth area has been excavated. Some sites like
Ganweriwala in the Hakra Valley and Furukslan in Punjab which are reported to be
nearly as large as Mohenjodaro have not even been touched by excavators. This is
because excavation involves a very large investment of money and manpower. At
present the Governments of India or Pakistan do not have sufficient money to fund
these excavations. However, one thing is clear. It is that when we are making
generalisations about the Harappan Civilization we have to be extremely cautious.
Any new discovery or excavation report can substantially modify our views about the
Harappans. For example, scholars like Mortimer Wheeler who wrote nearly twenty
years ago believed that the Harappan Civilization appeared fully developed in the
Indus Valley and it had little in common with the people who lived in these areas in
the preceding period. However, a careful analysis of the available materials and new
excavation reports have convinced archaeologists that the Harappan Civilization
developed over a long period of time in and around the Indus Valley region itself. We
have studied the developments in the 'Early Harappan' period in the preceding unit,
we find that there was a continuity of population and technical skill between the
'Early Harappan' and Harappan periods. A process of evolution was evident in the
agricultural settlements, and basic crafts and the distinct Indus style itself were
probably carried over from earlier regional traditions. Since the study of the Harappan
Civilization remains in many respects incomplete therefore it is one of the most
challenging fields of study for students of ancient Indian history.
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9.5 GEOGRAPHICAL SPREAD
Scholars generally believe that the Harappa, Ghaggar, Mohenjodaro axis represents
the heartland of the Harappan Civilization. Most of the Harappan settlements are
located in this region. This area is characterized by certain uniformities. The entire
zone is a flat stretch of land having similar subsistence pattern. Snowmelt from the
Himalayas and the monsoon rains define its flooding pattern. This would create
similar kinds of possibilities for agriculture and pastoralism. The Kachhi plains to the
West of the Indus system is in the transitional zone of the Iranian borderlands. It is a
flat alluvial outwash located at the foot of the Bolan Pass and the lake Manchar. It is
an inhospitable country and except for its periphery is completely dry. Sites like
Nowsharo, Judeirjodaro and Ali-Murad have been reported from this area. The
settlements of Sutka-koh and Sutkagen-Dor on the Makran coast represent the driest
part of the hilly Baluchistan region. They are the known western boundaries of the
Harappans. The Harappan settlements at Shortughai in north-eastern Afghanistan
seem to have been isolated colonies of the Harappans.
The eastern borderlands of the Harappan Civilization are represented by such
settlements as Bargaon, Manpur and Alamgirpur in U.P. The subsistence system of
these sites located in the Ganga-Yamuna doab was in conformity to their
geographical' location. This area had higher rainfall and denser forests. It falls outside
the zone of pastoral nomadism and falls in the wheat producing area. Therefore, it
13

would pose different kinds of problems of settlement. This is why some scholars
believe that this area represents an independent cultural province receiving stimulus
from the Harappans. Manda in Jammu-and Ropar in Punjab represent the northern
extremities of the Harappans in India. The settlements of Daimabad in Maharashtra
and Bhagatrav in Gujarat might have formed the southern frontier of the Harappans.
In Gujarat, too, the settlement pattern was not uniform. There were small dissected
plateaus and scraplands in Kutch and Kathiawad. On the other hand this area had a
large seacoast in the Gulf of Cambay and the Rann of Kutch. The Harappans in
Gujarat were familiar with rice and millet.
The Harappan Civilization seems to have covered a very large area. Its area was
larger than those of the contemporary Civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt. In
Mesopotamia settlements were spread out all across the riverine plains in dense
clusters. However, except in the Ghaggar-Hakra region the Harappan settlements
were very thinly spread out. Sites in Rajasthan and Gujarat could be divided by
hundreds of kilometers of deserts and marshes. The nearest Harappan neighbour of
Shortughai would be about 300 km. away. These vacant spaces might have been
inhabited by primitive communities who were still surviving by hunting-gathering or
by pastoral nomadism. Similarly, we get some idea of the size of population that lived
In any of the Harappan cities from the studies conducted in this field. Scholars
believe that the largest Harappan city i.e. Mohenjodaro had a population of about
35,000. The smallest towns of modern India would have a larger population than the
biggest towns of the Harappans. We have to remember that in the Harappan period
the fastest means of transport was bullock-cart, iron was unknown and the use of
plough was considered a revolutionary discovery. With such primitive technology, a
civilization which managed to bring together far flung areas in a complex web of
socio-economic relationship was a stunning achievement in those days.

9.6 IMPORTANT CENTRES
One might ask why the Harappans tried to occupy such faraway places as Shortughai
in Afghanistan or Surkotada in Gujarat. We may find the answer to this question if
we try to examine the details of the location and characteristics of some important
sites.

9.6.1 Harappa
Harappa was the first site to be excavated. From the 1920s onwards archaeologists
like Dayaram Sahni, M.S. Vats and Mortimer Wheeler carried out excavations at
Harappa. It is located on the bank of the Ravi in Western Punjab. In terms of its size
and the variety of objects discovered, it ranks as the premier city of the Harappan
Civilization. The ruins of the city cover a circuit of about 3 miles. What is intriguing
however is the fact that there are no clusters of sites around Harappa. In Harappa a
substantial section of the population was engaged in activities other than food
14

production. These activities could relate to administration, trade, craft work or
religion. Since these people were not producing food for themselves someone else
would have to do it for them. Productivity was low and transportation was quite
difficult. Thus, for maintaining these non-food producers the community would have
to mobilize a very large number of people for procuring and transporting food from
the food producing areas. However, these areas would not have been very far from
the city because transportation of grains was done by bullock carts and boats. Some
scholars have suggested that the surrounding villages might have been engaged in
shifting cultivation in the meander flood plains of the rivers. Villages had to keep
shifting according to the changes in the flood plains of the rivers. The location of
Harappa in isolation can be explained by 'the fact that it was located in the midst of
some important trade routes which are still in use. These routes connected Harappa
with Central Asia, Afghanistan and Jammu. Harappa's pre-eminent position was
linked to its ability to procure exotic items from faraway lands.

9.6.2 Mohenjo-Daro
Mohenjo-Daro, located in the Larkana district of Sind on the bank of the river Indus
is the largest site of the Harappan Civilization. Most of the information regarding the
town planning, housing, seals and sealing’s of this Civilization comes from MohenjoDaro. Excavations began at this site in 1922, with R.D. Banejee and Sir John
Marshall taking up the work. Later on Mackay and George Dales also conducted
excavations. Small scale excavations and plotting of the site have continued into the
eighties.
Excavations show that people lived here for a very long time and went on building
and rebuilding houses at the same location. As a result of this the height of the
remains of the building and the debris is about seventy five feet. Ever since the time
of occupation there were regular floods at Mohenjo-Daro. These floods caused
deposition of alluvial soil. The continuous deposition of silt over the centuries has
raised the level of the land around Mohenjo-Daro by about thirty feet. The ground
water table has risen correspondingly. Thus, the oldest buildings in Mohenjo-Daro
have been found to be about 39 feet below the level of the modem level at the plain.
Archaeologists have not been able to excavate these levels because of the rise in the
water table.

9.6.3 Kalibangan
The settlement of Kalibangan is located in Rajasthan along the dried up bed of the
river Ghaggar. As pointed out .earlier this area had the largest concentration of the
Harappan settlements. Kalibangan was excavated in the 1960s under the guidance of
B.K. Thapar. This place has yielded evidence for the existence of Pre-Harappan and
Harappan habitations. It shows significant variation from Harappan in the sphere of
religious beliefs. Some scholars have suggested that Kalibangan might have been part
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of the 'Eastern Domain' of the Harappan Civilization. In the areas of present day
Haryana, East Punjab and Western U.P. Harappan sites like Bara, Siswal and
Alamgirpur have been discovered. They give evidence of the presence of distinct
local traditions in pottery along with the Harappan pottery. Kalibangan might have
been a mediator between the Harappan cultural zone and the eastern provinces.

9.6.4 Lothal
In Gujarat settlements such as Rangapur, Surkotada and Lothal have been discovered.
Lothal is located in the coastal flats of the Gulf of Cambay. This place seems to have
been an outpost for sea-trade with contemporary West Asian societies. Its excavator
S.R. Rao claims to have discovered a dockyard here.

9.6.5 Sutkagen-Dor
Sutkagen-Dor is located near the Makran coast which is close to the Pakistan-Iran
border. At present the settlement is land-locked in dry inhospitable plains. The town
had a citadel surrounded by a stone wall built for defense. Its location in an
inhospitable area can only be explained by the need of sea-port for trading.
Check Your Progress 1
1 Discuss the geographical location of the important centers of Harappan Civilization.
.......................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
2 Match the following sites with their present day geographical location.
1) Harappa
2) Kalibangan
3) Mohenjo-Daro
4) Sutkagen-Dor

a) Rajasthan
b) Sind (Pakistan)
c) Makran coast (Pakistan-Iran Border)
d) West Punjab (Pakistan)
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3 Mark right ( ) or wrong ( ) against the following statements:
i) Harappa, located in West Punjab, is the largest site of Harappan Civilization.
ii) Mohenjo-Daro was the first Harappan site to be excavated.
iii) Excavations at Harappa were first conducted by R.D. Banerjee and John Marshall.
iv) Scholars believe that the Harappa, Ghaggar and Mohenjodaro axis represents the
heartland of Harappan Civilization.

9.7 MATERIAL CHARACTERISTICS
In this section we discuss the material characteristics of Harappan Civilization. We
take into account the town planning, pottery, tools and implements, arts and crafts,
scripts and subsistence pattern of Harappan Civilization.

9.7.1 Town-Planning
Archaeologists like Mortimer Wheeler and Stuart Piggott believed that the Harappan
towns had a remarkable unity of conception. This was suggested by the division of
each town into two parts. In one part was a raised citadel where the rulers were
staying, in the other part of the town lived the ruled and the poor. This unity of
planning would also mean that if you were walking on the streets of Harappa-the
houses, the temples, the granaries and the streets themselves will be almost identical
to those of Mohenjo-Daro or any other Harappan town for that matter. The entire idea
of unity of conception was derived from the notion of a community of foreigners
suddenly conquering the Indus Valley and building new towns. Such towns were
designed to separate the natives from the rulers. Thus, the rulers built citadels which
kept them in glorious isolation. Such ideas of the sudden emergence of the Harappan
Towns and the unity of planning are being increasingly rejected by new scholars. The
Harappan towns were located on the flood-plains of rivers, on fringes of deserts or on
sea coast. This meant that people living in these different regions faced different
kinds of challenges from nature. Their adaptation to environment would introduce
diversity in their town-planning and life style too. Also many large and seemingly
important buildings were located in the lower city. Let us review the planning of
some of the important settlements.
The settlements of Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro and Kalibangan show certain
uniformities in their planning. These cities were divided into a citadel on the west
side and a lower Town on the eastern side of the settlement. The citadel was built on
a high podium of mud brick. The citadel seems to have contained large structures
which might have functioned as administrative or ritual centers. The lower city
contained residential areas. In Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa the citadel was surrounded
by a brick wall. At Kalibangan both the citadel and the lower city were surrounded by
a wall, streets ran from north to south in the lower city and cut at right angles.
Obviously, this kind of alignment of streets and houses represents conscious town
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planning. However, the resources of the town planners in those days would be very
limited. This assumption is based on the finds from Mohenjo-Daro and Kalibangan
where the streets stagger from block to block and the alignments of streets and
buildings in one part of Mohenjo-Daro (Moneer area) is quite different from the rest
of the areas. Mohenjo-Daro was not constructed in homogeneous horizontal units. In
fact it was built in different times. In Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro baked bricks were
used for buildings. In Kalibangan mud bricks were used. In settlements like Kot Diji
and Amri in Sind there was no fortification of the city. The site of Lothal in Gujarat
also shows a very different layout. It was a rectangular settlement surrounded by a
brick wall. It did not have any internal division into citadel and lower city. Along the
eastern side of the town was found a brick basin which has been identified as a
dockyard by its excavator. The site of Surkotada in Cutch was divided into two equal
parts and the building materials were basically mud bricks and lumps of mud.

Harappans were using baked and unbaked bricks of standard size. This shows that it
was not the individual house owners who made their own bricks, but that brick
making was organised on a large scale. Similarly, cities like Mohenjo-Daro showed
excellent arrangements for sanitation. The waste water from houses would pass
through chutes connected with public drains aligned to the margin of the streets. This
again indicates the presence of a civic administration which would take &sons for the
sanitary requirements of all the townsmen.

Some Large Structures
In Harappa; Mohenjo-Daro and Kalibangan, the citadel areas contained monumental
structures which must have had special functions. This is clear from the fact that they
stood on a high mud brick platform. Among these structures is the famous 'Great
Bath' of Mohenjo-Daro. This brick built structure measures 12 m. by 7 m. and is
about 3 m. deep. It is approached at either end by flights of steps. The bed of the bath
was made water tight by the use of bitumen. Water was supplied by a large well in an
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adjacent room. There was corbelled drain for disgorging water too. The bath was
surrounded by porticoes and sets of rooms. Scholars generally believe that the place
was used for ritual bathing of kings, or priests.

Another important structure discovered in the citadel mound of Mohenjo-Daro is the
granary. It consists of twenty seven blocks of brickwork crisscrossed by ventilation
channels. Below the granary were the brick loading bays from which grains were
raised into the citadel for storage. Though some scholars have questioned the
identification of this structure with a granary but it is certain that this large structure
must have had some important function.
To another side of the Great Bath is a long building (230 78 feet) which has been
identified as the residence of a very high official. It includes an open court of 33 feet
square on to which three verandas open. Another significant building was an
assembly hall. It had four rows of five brick plinths upon which wooden columns
were erected. In a row of rooms to the west of it was found a seated male statue.
Among the well known buildings of Harappa is the Great Granary. It consisted of a
series of brick platforms forming the base of two rows of six granaries. To the south
of the granary were found rows of circular brick platforms. That they were used for
threshing grains is clear from the fact that chaffs of wheat and barley were found in
the crevices of the floors.
Kalibangan was a smaller city compared to Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa. The most
significant discoveries here have been those of fire altars. A series of brick platforms
were discovered. On one of them was found a row of seven 'fire altars' as well as a pit
containing animal bones and antlers.

Housing Pattern
The average citizen seems to have lived in the blocks of houses in the lower city.
Here too there were variations in the sizes of houses. It could be single room
tenements meant for slaves like the ones discovered near the granary in Harappa.
19

There were other houses complete with courtyards and having up to twelve rooms.
The bigger houses were provided with private wells and toilets. These houses had
much the same plan-a square courtyard around which were a number of rooms. The
entrances to the houses were from the narrow lanes which cut the streets at right
angles. No windows faced the street. This meant that the road ward facing of the
house would be like a row of brick walls.
The description of the houses and townships of the Harappan Civilization indicates
that there were people who owned large houses. Some of them bathed in an exclusive
swimming pool (The Great Bath). There were others who lived in barracks. One can
say with certainty that those who lived in larger houses belonged to the rich class
whereas those living in the barracks might have been part of a servile class of
laborers.
The houses in the lower city also contained a large number of workshops. Potters
kilns, dyers vats and shops of metal workers, shell ornament makers and bead makers
have been recognised.

9.7.2 Pottery
Among the remains discovered in the Harappan settlements pottery forms an
important category. It represents the blending of the ceramic traditions of Baluchistan
and the cultures east of the Indus system. Most of Harappan pottery is plain, but a
substantial part is treated with a red slip and black painted decoration.
The painted decorations consist of horizontal tines of varied thickness, leaf patterns,
scales, chequers, lattice work, palm and pipal trees. Birds, fishes and animals are also
shown. Among the notable shapes found in the Harappan pottery are pedestal, dishes,
goblets, cylindrical vessels perforated all over and various kinds of bowls. The
uniformity in the forms and paintings on the pottery is difficult to explain. Normally
the explanation of this uniformity is the fact that the local potters made the pottery.
But in areas like Gujarat and Rajasthan a variety of other kinds of potteries continued
to be produced along with the Harappan pottery. Some of the pottery has shown
marks of stamp which might indicate that a few varieties of vessels were traded also.
However, it is still unclear how such a large area exhibited a uniform pottery
tradition.

9.7.3 Tools and Implements
The tools and implements used by the Harappans also show a striking degree of
uniformity in designs and in technique of production. They were using tools made of
copper, bronze and stone. The basic tools types were flat axe, chisels, knives, spear
heads and arrowheads for the copper and bronze implements. In the later stages of the
Civilization they were also using daggers, knives and flat tangs. They were familiar
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with the techniques of casting bronze and copper. Stone tools were also in common
use. They were produced on a large scale in factory sites like Sukkur in Sind and then
Sent to various urban centers. Only this could explain the uniformity in the tool types.
Unlike the 'Early Harappan' period when there were various tool making traditions
the 'Mature Harappans' concentrated on making long regular blades. They indicate a
high level of competence and specialization with little or no concern for beauty and
innovation.

9.7.4 Arts and Crafts
Works of art give us an insight into how the society relates itself to its surroundings.
They also give us an idea of how it views nature, human beings and divinity. In premodern societies it is difficult to separate arts and crafts. That is why we shall study
them together.
Probably, the most famous art piece from the Harappan Civilization is the bronze
dancing nude figure discovered in Mohenjo-Daro. With head drawn backwards,
drooping eyes and the right arm on the hip and the left arm hanging down the figure
is in a dancing stance. She is wearing a large number of bangles, and her hair is
plaited in an elaborate fashion. It is considered a masterpiece of the Harappan art. The
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bronze figurines of a buffalo and a ram have beautifully caught the stance of the
animals. The two little toy carts of bronze are also fairly well known objects.
Although, one was discovered in Harappa and the other at Chanhudaro a distance of
over 650 km.- they are identical in design.
The stone sculpture of a bearded head found in Mohenjo-Daro is another well-known
piece of art. The face is bearded with the upper lip shaved. The half closed eyes might
Indicate a state of meditation. Across the left shoulder is a cloak carved in relief with
trefoil pattern. Some scholars believe that it is the bust of a priest.

Two small male torsos discovered in Harappa are sometimes believed to have
belonged to later periods. The refined and wonderfully realistic modelling of the
fleshy parts is extraordinary. However, the Harappans do not seem to have used stone
Or bronze for their artistic creations on a large scale. The findings of such works are
rare.
Terracotta figurines have been found in large numbers from the Harappan
settlements. They were used as toys or cult figures. A variety of birds and monkeys,
dogs, sheep and cattle are represented in these forms along with humped and
humpless bulls. A large number of male and female figurines have also been found.
Various models of terracotta carts are remarkable for the vivacity of modelling. These
Models show that the bullock carts used in those times are ancestors of the actual
bullock carts used in modem times.
The Harappans used remarkably beautiful beads made of such precious and semiprecious stones such as agate, turquoise, carnelian and steatite. The processes of
making these beads are clear from the finds of a workshop in Chanhudaro. In these
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processes the stone was first sawn into an oblong bar, then flaked into a cylindrical
shape and polished. Finally it was bored either with chert drills or with bronze tubular
drills. Gold and silver beads have also been found. The commonest material used for
making beads was steatite.
The barrel shaped beads with trefoil pattern are typically associated with the
Harappan culture. Carnelian beads are also quite common. In Mohenjo-Daro was also
discovered a hoard of jewellery consisting of gold beads, fillets and other ornaments.
Small dishes of silver too, have been found.
More than 2000 seals have been found from the Harappan settlements. They are
considered 'the outstanding contribution of the Indus Civilization' to ancient
craftsmanship. They were generally square in shape and made of steatite but some
round seals have also been found. The designs on the seals include a wide range of
animals associated with groups of signs in a semi-pictographic script. Some seals
have only scripts carved on them and some others bear human and semi-human
forms. Some seals show the use of various kinds of geometric patterns. The animal
motifs used are the Indian bison, the Brahman bull, rhinoceros, tiger and elephant. A
series of composite animals are also shown. One such recurrent representation is that
of a face of a man with trunk and tusks of an elephant, the horns of bull, the fore-part
of a ram and the hind-quarters of a tiger. These kinds of seals might have been used
for religious purpose. Seals could have also been used for exchange of goods between
Distant cities. The seal of a homed deity sitting in a yoga posture and surrounded by
animals has been identified with the god Pashupati.
The artworks of the Harappans leave us a little disappointed on two counts; i) The
finds are very limited in number and ii) they do not seem to have the variety of
expression seen in the cotemporary Civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia.
Stone sculptures was rare and undeveloped compared to those fashioned by the
Egyptians. The terracotta pieces also cannot compare with those of Mesopotamia in
quality. It is possible that the Harappans were using less durable medium like textile
designs and paintings for their artistic expression, which have not survived.

9.7.5 The Indus Script
The seals used by the Harappans carried some form of writing. This script is still a
mystery to us because we cannot read it. So far the other forgotten scripts like those
of ancient Egypt could be read again because scholars found some inscriptions
written in the forgotten script followed by some of its forms in a known script. We
have not discovered any bilingual inscription in Harappa so far. Thus, we do not
know what language the Harappans spoke and what they wrote. Unfortunately, the
inscriptions discovered so far are short, usually engraved on seals. This makes the
task of decipherment all the more; difficult. All we know is that they used ideograms
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and wrote from right to left. However, scholars are still struggling to unveil the
mystery of the script. Once this is done it might reveal much more about the
civilization.

9.7.6 Subsistence Pattern
The Harappans urbanism was based on agricultural production. During various
excavations a large volume of information has emerged about the dietary habits of the
Harappans. A part from sheep and goat, humped cattle seems to have been
domesticated. Bones of boars, buffaloes, elephants and camels have also been found
from many settlements. We do not know as yet whether these animals had been
domesticated or hunted wild. However, a representation of a caprisoned elephant on
some seals indicates that this animal had been domesticated. Bones of fowls have also
been found. Possibly, they had been domesticated. Bones of a large number of wild
animals have been found. Among them are the bones of deer, rhinoceros, tortoise etc.
Horse seems to have been unknown to the Harappans.
Two varieties of wheat are frequently found in Harappan sites. Barley has been
frequently found. Other crops include dates and varieties of leguminous plants, such
as peas. Besides these mustard and sesame were also grown. At Lothal and Rangapur
rice husk was found embedded in clay and pottery. We do not as yet know whether
they represented variety of wild rice or rice domesticated and regularly cultivated.
India has traditionally been famous for its cotton clothes. At Mohenjo-Daro
was found a fragment of a cotton cloth. This indicates that the Harappans had already
mastered the art of growing cotton and wearing cloth.
The evidence of a furrowed field in Kalibangan indicates that the Harappans were
using some sort of wooden plough. The pattern of crossed furrows widely spaced in
one direction and closely spaced in another, is still followed in this area. The modern
cultivator furrows his field in this pattern for sowing horse gram or sesamum in one
direction and mustard in another. This was probably true of the Harappans also.
Thus, we find that the Harappan subsistence system was based on the exploitation of
a fairly wide range of crops, domesticated animals and wild animals. This variety
would account for the strength of the subsistence system. They were probably already
growing two crops annually. They also grew two or more kind of crops
simultaneously. This provided the strength to the economy to support the large
population which lived in the cities and did not produce its own food.
Check Your Progress 2
1. Discuss the material characteristics of the Harappan Civilization in about 10 lines.
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
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.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................
2. Mark right ( ) or wrong ( ) against the following statements:
i) Great Bath is a brick built structure excavated at Harappa.
ii) Great Granary is an important building discovered at Mohenjo-Daro.
iii) The discovery of fire altars has been made at Lothal.
iv) The Harappans used tools made of iron.
v) The Harappan script has not yet been deciphered.
3. Fill in the blanks with the correct answers:
i) The bronze dancing girl discovered at .................. (Mohenjo-Daro/Harappa/
Kalibangan) is considered a masterpiece of Harappan art.
ii) At Lothal .................... (rice/wheat/barley) was found embedded in clay.
iii) Among the animals ...........,. ....... (elephant/camel/horse) seems to have been
unknown to Harappans.
iv) The evidence for cotton comes from................... (Harappa/Mohenjo-Daro/
Kalibangan).

9.8 LET US SUM UP
In this Unit you have studied about the geographical location and material
characteristics of the Harappan sites. The uniformities in the geographical
characteristics created similar subsistence patterns in the Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro and
Ghaggar axis. However, there were other sites where the settlement pattern varied in
accordance with the varying geographical features of these sites. The town planning
of the Harappans was extremely efficient. The house and drainage system of the
Harappan towns is indicative of the remarkable material achievements of the
Harappans. Generally the Harappan pottery, tools and implements show a uniformity
of tradition. The seals and beads of Harappans are beautiful works of craftsmanship
but the stone sculpture and terracotta figurines cannot compete with those of
contemporary Egypt and Mesopotamia in technical excellence. The subsistence
system of the Harappans was based on the cultivation of a number of crops and
domestication of animals. This gave strength to the economy to sustain the city
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population which did not produce its own food which had to be transported from
nearby areas.

9.9 KEY WORDS
Artefacts : A thing made by human workmanship.
Chute : A passage for sending down dirty water.
Citadel: The fortress in the city.
Eastern Domain of the Harappans : Specifically refers to the Harappan sites in
Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab and U.P.
Excavation: The act of digging an ancient site.
Granary: The storehouse for grains.
Meander: Curve of a river, where it is flowing sluggishly with many twists and
bends leading to deposition of silts.
Pictographic Script: The script which uses pictures as symbols.
Plateau: An extensive area of elevated land.
Terracotta: A composition of clay and sand used for making statues. It is baked in
fire and is brownish red in color.

9.10 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES
Check Your Progress 1
1. Your answer should include the following:
The description of the geographical location and subsistence pattern of
Harappa, the discussion of the geographical location of Mohenjo-Daro,
Kalibangan, Lothal and Sutkagen-Dor. See Section 9.5 and Sub-secs. 9.6.1.
To 9.6.5.
2.

i) d

ii) a

iii) b

iv) c

3.

i)

ii)

iii)

iv)
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Check Your Progress 2
1. Your answer should include the following:
Discussion of town planning of Harappans, description of the pottery, tools
and implements, arts and crafts, Indus script and subsistence pattern. See
Section 9.7 and Sub-secs. 9.7.1 to 9.7.6.
2.

i)

ii)

iii)

3.

i) Mohenjo-Daro

iv)

v)

ii) rice

iii) horse

iv) Mohenjodaro
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9.1 OBJECTIVES
After reading this Unit, you should be able to:
 explain why the Harappans tried to establish links with the faraway lands,
 know about the nature of contact among the Harappan towns and the
surrounding areas,
 learn about the trade and exchange activities of the Harappans with the
contemporary West Asian Civilizations, and
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Know about our sources of information on this nature of contact and exchange
network.

9.2 INTRODUCTION
The Harappan civilization was characterized by the presence of a large number of
small and large towns. Apart from cities like Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, even very
small settlement like Allahdino (near Karachi) have yielded material characteristics of
an urban economy. An urban economy is characterized by a vast network of
relationships which transcend its physical space. You will see in this unit how the
people of Harappa were in active interaction with other cities and towns which were
located at a distance of hundreds of miles from Harappa.
This Unit goes on to explain the reasons why did the cities establish trading network
and also the forms of the inter-regional trade. It also takes into account the sources of
the raw materials and the- extent of contact with the contemporary West Asian
Civilization. Of course all this knowledge about the Harappan civilization is gained
through various historical sources and they have been mentioned in the Unit.

9.3 ESTABLISHMENT OF TRADING NETWORKS
It is believed that active interaction among far flung areas did not exist in the preurban society. One might ask why did townsmen establish contacts with faraway
lands and how do we know that they had contacts? In urban centers an important part
of the population is engaged in non-food producing activities. These people perform
the administrative, religious, trading and manufacturing functions. At the same time if
they are not producing their own food someone else has to do it for them. That is why
towns are dependent on the surrounding countryside for food supplies.
What is important for us is the fact that the relationship between the city and the
village was unequal. By developing as centers of administration or religion the cities
attracted the wealth of the entire country. This wealth was siphoned off from the
hinterland in the form of taxes, tributes, gifts or purchases of goods. In the Harappan
society this wealth was controlled by the most powerful section of the urban society.
At the same time the rich and well off sections in the city led a luxurious life. Their
social superiority was reflected in the buildings constructed by them and the
acquisition of-luxury items which were not locally available. This indicates that a
major reason for cities establishing contacts with faraway land: was to cater to the
needs of the rich and powerful. This may be one of the factors behind the Harappans
attempt to establish links with the faraway lands.
The area formed by Harappa, Bahawalpur and Mohenjo-Daro seems to have been the
core region of the Harappan civilization. However, settlements showing
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overwhelming Harappan influence have been found in an area of approximately 1.8
million square km.
A pertinent question to ask here is that how some Harappan out-posts are found in
such far flung areas as Shortughai in Afghanistan and Bhagatrav in Gujarat? The
plausible answer seems to be economic inter-dependence and trade network between
different regions. Differential access to basic resources was crucial in linking various
regions of Indus Valley. These resources included agricultural products, minerals,
timber, etc. and this could be achieved by establishing trade routes. Emerging in the
fertile Indus-Hakra plains, the rich Harappans wanted possession of more and more
luxury items. In quest of this they strengthened the ties that already existed with
central Asia and Afghanistan. They also established settlements in places like Gujarat
and the Gangetic Valley.

9.4 INTRA-REGIONAL CONTACTS
In the following sections we shall try to assess the nature of contact among the
Harappan towns themselves and with other cities and societies of that period. Our
information on such contact is based on the reports of objects found during the
excavations of Harappan towns. Some of this information is substantiated by
references found in the literary sources of the contemporary Mesopotamian
civilization.

9.4.1 Cities
We could begin with the evidence of the existence of granaries in Harappa and
Mohenjo-Daro. These large structures were meant for storing grains. As pointed out
earlier urban centers depend on the villages for their foods. The presence of granaries
indicates the attempt of the rulers to possess an assured source of food supply.
Presumably food grains were brought from the surrounding villages and stored here.
This in turn would be redistributed to the townsmen. Grains are a bulk commodity
which are consumed every day. Vast quantities of grains would have to be collected
and transported in bullock carts and boats. It would be difficult to haul up large
quantities of food over a great distance. That is why it has been found that towns were
usually located in the most fertile areas that were available in the region, and
probably the grains were collected from the surrounding villages.
For example, Mohenjo-Daro was located in the Larkana district of Sind. Even in
modern times this is the most fertile area of Sind. However, some other settlements
sprang up on important trade routes or industrial sites. In such cases the location was
determined not so much by the presence of fertile agricultural tracts as by possibilities
of trade and exchange.

29

That is why, when scholars analyses the causes for the location of large cities they
look for:
 the potentialities of the place for food-production, and
 Its proximity to trade routes and mineral sources.
If we go by these considerations Harappa is very well located. The entire
geographical space to its north-west has not yielded evidence of any other Harappan
settlement. Even, in the 19th century this area was largely inhabited by pastoral
nomads. Some scholars are of the opinion that Harappa was located at a point which
separated the zone of agricultural settlements to its south and a zone of pastoral
nomads to its north-west. This way Harappa could exploit the resources of both the
neighboring communities. It has also been suggested that although Harappa did not
have any advantage in terms of food production it grew into a large city because of its
strategic location as a trading settlement. If we place Harappa in the centre and draw a
circle around it covering an area of about 300 km. we can see that Harappa had a very
Advantageous location:
i.

Harappans would have access to the Hindu Kush and North-West Frontier.
This meant that within a distance covered by about ten days of travelling
Harappans had access to such precious stones as Turquoise and lapis lazuli
which were brought through these routes.

ii.

They could get mineral salt from the salt range.

iii.

Tin and copper were accessible to them from Rajasthan.

iv.

Probably, they could also exploit the sources of amethyst and gold in
Kashmir.

v.

This three hundred km. circle would give them access to the point where all
the five rivers of Punjab joined into a single stream. This means that the
Harappans could control the river transport of all the five rivers of Punjab.
River transportation was far easier in those times when concrete roads did not
exist.

vi.

This could provide them access to timber from the mountains zones of
Kashmir that is why it has been found that Harappa is located in a place which
is crossed by many, trade routes from West and East even in modern times.

The settlements at Mohenjo-Daro and Lothal also had their own logic in terms of
location. Some scholars believe that the apparently religious nature of large structures
in Mohenjo-Daro might indicate that it was a ritual centre. Whether it was a ritual
centre or not, the rich people here were using gold, silver and all kinds of precious
articles which were not locally available. Mohenjo-Daro was closer to the sea
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compared to Harappa. This would give them easier access to the Persian Gulf and
Mesopotamia which were probably the chief suppliers of silver. Similarly, Lothal was
drawing resources from Southern Rajasthan and Deccan. They probably helped the
Harappans procure gold 'from Karnataka, where contemporary Neolithic sites have
been discovered near the gold mines.

9.4.2 Villages
The villages supplied the essential food grains and other raw materials to the towns
but what were the Harappan towns giving to the villages in return? We have few
clues for an answer. One answer is that the rulers of the towns used force to collect
grains calling it tax which was to be given in return for administration. However, one
important ingredient of this rural-urban relationship was the ability of the urban
centers to collect a whole range of items that were not available locally and supply
them to the rural hinterland.
One item of interest was the stone tools. People in almost all the Harappan towns and
villages were using parallel-sided stone blades. These blades were made out of very
good quality stone not found everywhere. It has been found that such stone was
brought from sites like Sukkur in Sind. This hypothesis is proved by the fact that in
sites like Rangpur in Gujarat people were using stone tools brought from distant areas
during the urban phase of Harappa. Once the Harappan Civilization declined, the
people in these areas started using tools made of local stones. Other such items would
be copper and bronze. Copper is available only in certain pockets. However, almost
all the Harappan sites have yielded copper-bronze tools. These tools also show
A uniformity in design and execution in almost all the Harappan sites. This indicates
that their production and distribution must have been handled by centralized decision
making bodies. They could be the merchants or the administrators residing in the
towns.
Apart from these items which were strategically important in terms of the economic
activities, the Harappan settlements-big and small-have yielded objects of gold, silver
and very many precious and semi-precious stones. These metals and stones were
procured by the merchants and rulers of the cities. With the inception of urbanism the
volume of trade within the Harappan civilization increased in scale and variety to an
unprecedented scale. Sites like Mohenjo-Daro reveal evidence of extensive beadmaking. These products filtered down to the rich and powerful in the small villages
and towns.
What emerges from the preceding discussion is:


That the location of villages could be primarily determined by the availability
of fertile soil and irrigation facilities.
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The location of towns will be determined by such additional factors as their
proximity to mining districts or trade routes.
Sometimes the factor of trade became so important that towns were
established in inhospitable plains where agricultural yields were very poor.
For example, Sutkagen-Dor on the Makran Coast was one such site. It is
located in an inhospitable area and its prime activity was a trading post
between the Harappans and the Mesopotamians.

Similarly we can look at the functions performed in other cities of the Harappan
civilization:






Balakot on the coast of Baluchistan and Chanhu-daro in Sind were centres for
shell-working and bangle making.
Lothal and Chanhu-daro were producing beads of carnelian, agate etc.
Some unfinished beads of lapis lazuli in Chanhu-daro might indicate that the
Harappans imported precious stones from faraway places and then worked
them before selling them.
Mohenjodaro has yielded evidence for the presence of a large number of craft
specialists like, stone workers, potters, copper and bronze workers, brickmakers, seal-cutters and bead-makers, etc.

9.5 SOURCE OF RAW MATERIALS
Excavations at different Harappan sites provide us with a large number of bangles,
beads, potteries, various copper, bronze and stone objects. The range of objects
discovered from the Harappan settlements indicates that they were using many kinds
of metals and precious spnes which would not be uniformly available in every region.
The interesting thing is that even in very small Harappan sites precious stones and
metal tools have been found. This indicates an intensive exchange network among the
Harappans catering to the needs of the rich. What were the sources of the minerals
and metals used by the Harappans?





They acquired copper from the Khetri-mines of Rajasthan.
The settlements Of Jodhpurs, Bagor and Ganeshwar in Central Rajasthan
which are generally considered coptemporary with the Harappans might have
supplied copper ore to them.
In Ganeshwar over 400 copper arrowheads, 50 fish-hooks and 58 copper axes
were found.

At the same time the people in these settlements were subsisting with a combination
of pastoral nomadism and, hunting-gathering. They do not indicate influences from
the darappan civilization. This adds complexity to our problem of trade linkages.
Archaeologists believe that the Harappans were importing copper tools from an area
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where people were still pastoralists and hunters. However, we do not know the
mechanism through which these two groups, one representing an advanced urban
civilization and the other representing a pastoral tribe, inter-acted. Probably the
contacts were indirect.
The Harappans might have met some of their needs of copper from sources in
Baluchistan and North-West Frontier Provinces also Gold was most probably
obtained from Kolar gold fields of Karnataka and Kashmir. Some neolithic sites have
been located in this region that were contemporary with the Harappans. Gold washing
is reported from Jaipur and Sirohi in Rajasthan, Hazara, Kangra and Jhang in Punjab
and along Kabul and Indus rivers.
Silver vessels are frequently found in the Harappan sites. However, there are no
known sources for silver in this area. Silver might have been imported from
Afghanistan and Iran. Probably, the Indus merchants also exchanged their goods with
the Mesopotamians for silver. Lead may have come from Kashmir or Rajasthan.
Some minor sources were located from Punjab and Baluchistan also.
The precious stone lapis-lazuli was available only in Badakshan in North-East
Afghanistan. That the Harappans exploited this source is confirmed by the discovery
of Harappan sites like Shortughai and Altyn-Depe in this area. Turquoise and Jade
could have been obtained from central Asia alone. Agate, chalcedony and carnelian
were from Saurashtra and Western India. Sea-shells, so very popular with the
Harappans, must have come from the sea-coast of Gujarat and western India. Manda
in Jammu is located at a point where the river Chenab becomes navigable. Probably
good quality timber was acquired from the regions further up and sent to Central
Indus Valley down the rivers. At Shortughai large quantity of lapis lazuli was
discovered in association with the Harappan remains. This indicates that the
Harappans were colonising far flung areas for the exploitation of mineral resources
his also indicates that trading and procurement of exotic materials was an important
concern of the Harappans.
Trading seems to have been more an administrative activity than an exchange activity
between traders, since establishing a colony at a distance of around 500 km would not
be possible for a trader. It were the administrators of Harappa who were trying to
bring under direct control resources of distant areas.

9.6 EXCHANGE SYSTEM
The Harappans had established an extensive network of inter-regional trade inside
and outside the Indian sub-continent. However we do not know what were the actual
mechanisms of exchange between the Harappans and the non-Harappans. Such a
large area of interaction would inevitably involve communities having divergent life
styles. In those times large areas of the country were inhabited by hunter-gatherers.
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Some other areas were occupied by pastoral nomads. Still others were just beginning
cultivation. Compared to them Harappans represented an advanced stage of
civilization. If the Harappans had to exploit some mineral sources from the regions
inhabited by the hunter-gatherers or some other communities, how would they go
about it? In some cases the Harappans established their settlements in those areas. But
this would not be feasible in every case. Probably these non-Harappan communities
would be given items which they considered valuable. In such cases the exchange
might not have been a regular affair. Rather it would be determined by seasonal
migrations and gatherings of these communities. The Harappans would send their
merchants to the spots where such seasonal gatherings took place. The pastoral
nomads too could have brought goods from distant regions, in course of their
migrations. These kinds of exchange activities are known from modem examples in
India. However, we know very little about the Harappan exchange system.

The Exchange System among the Harappan Towns
The Harappans had made distinct attempts at regulating trade and exchange amongst
themselves. Even the far flung Harappan sites have yielded uniform systems of
weights and measures. The weights followed a binary system in the lower
denominations: 1,2,4,8, to 64, then going to 160 and then in decimal multiples of 16,
320, 640, 1600, 3200 etc. Made of chert, limestone, steatite, etc. they are generally
cubical in shape. The measures of length were based upon a unit of foot of 37.6 cm
and a unit of cubit of about 51.8 to 53.6 cms. Such uniform system of weights and
measures indicates an attempt by the central authorities to regulate exchange among
the Harappans themselves and possibly with the non-Harappans too. Seals and
sealings have been discovered in large numbers in the Harappan settlements. Seals
and sealings are marks of ownership meant to guarantee the quality of the product
being sent to faraway lands. That they were used for trade is confirmed by the fact
that many of the sealing’s bear impressions of cords and matting behind them. This
indicates that the sealing’s bearing these impressions were originally stuck to bales of
merchandise. At Lothal may sealing’s were discovered lying among the ashes in the
ventilation shafts of warehouses. They must have been discarded and thrown away
after the imported goods had been unpacked. The seals carried intaglio designs of
various animals and a writing which has not been deciphered as yet. However, their
use in long distance exchange seems certain.
Check Your Progress 1
1. State whether the following statements are true or false.
a) The Harappan towns were self-sufficient.
b) The motive behind the colonization of far flung areas by the Harappans was
basically economic.
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c) The location of large cities was decided only by the potentialities of food
production.
d) River transportation was the cheaper and easier means of communication.
e) The tools found in different Harappan sites do not show any uniformity in design.
f) The Indus merchants exchanged their goods with the Mesopotamians for silver.
2. Fill in the blanks.
a) The Harappans obtained gold from.. ................. .(Kashmir/Rajasthan).
b) (Iron/Tin) .................. was not known to the Harappans.
c) Lapis Lazuli was discovered in large quantity at.. ................. .(Kalibangan/
Shortughai).
d) Copper was obtained from.. .................. (Rajasthan/Gujarat).
e) (Suktagen-Dor/Kalibangan).. ................ ..Was important as a trading port between
the Harappans and the Mesopotamians.
3. Discuss about the exchange system among the Harappan towns. Answer in ten
lines.
……………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………….

9.7 TRADE WITH THE PERSIAN GULF AND MESOPOTAMIA
So far we have talked about the inter-regional exchange activities of the Harappans.
In these activities Harappans were the dominant partners. Now we shall discuss the
trade and exchange activities of Harappans with the contemporary West Asian
civilizations. Mesopotamia was located thousands of miles away from the Harappan
heartland. Yet these two civilizations had some kind of a trade linkage.

9.7.1 Archaeological Evidence for Contacts
Our information about the exchange comes from the finds of typical Harappan seals
in Mesopotamia. About two dozen seals, either Harappan or made in imitation of
Harappan seals, have been found in the Mesopotamian cities like Susa, Ur, etc.
Recently same of the Persian Gulf ancient sites 'like Failaka and Behrain have also
yielded Harappan seals. In the Mesopotamian city of Nippur a seal has been found
with Harappan script and a unicorn shown on it. Similarly, two square Indus seals
with unicorn and Indus script were reported from the Mesopotamian city of Kish. In
another city called Umma was found a sealing from the Indus Valley meaning that
some goods had been received here from the Indus Valley.
In the settlement of Tell Asmar were found certain Harappan ceramics, etched
Carnelian beads and kidney shaped bone inlay. All of these indicate trade linkage
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between Mesopotamia and the Harappans. A distinctive type of terracotta figurines
generally found in the Indus Valley has been found in Nippur in Mesopotamia. These
Figurines depicting a male nude with obese stomach ' animal like faces, stubby tails
and shoulder holes for the attachment of movable arms are common at the Harappan
sites. The finds of three similar figurines in Nippur a& indicative of some Harrapan
influence. Again it has been found that the Indus dice types (1/2,3/6,4/5) were found
in the Mesopotamian cities of Ur, Nippur and Tell Asmar. Apart from these beads
having distinctive designs have been found in Mesopotamia and they seem to have
been brought from the Indus Valley. Beads from Chanhudaro with single, double or
triple circular designs closely resemble some beads discovered in Kish in
Mesopotamia. Harappan weight have been found in Persian Gulf and Mesopotamian
sites.
From the Harappan civilization the finds of objects o Mesopotamian origin are almost
non-existent. In Mohenjo-Daro three cylinder seals of the Mesopotamian type have
been found. However, they too, seem to have been made in some center of Harappan
Civilization. Some metal objects might have been derived from Mesopotamia. In the
settlement of Lothal was found a circular button seal. This seal has been found in,
Large numbers in the excavations at the port at Bahrain. These seals seem to have
originated in ‘the Persian Gulf ports. Also bun shaped copper ingots have been found
in Lothal. These are similar to the ones found in the Persian Gulf islands and Susa.
Given the scarcity of material objects which could show contacts between the
Harappans and the Mesopotamians, some scholars have questioned the notion of
direct trade exchange between these civilizations. It is believed that thy Harappans
might have taken their wares to the settlements in the Persian Gulf. Some of these
were further transported to Mesopotamian towns by the merchants of Persian Gulf
ports like Bahrain.

9.7.2 Literary Evidence for Exchange
In Mesopotamia some ancient writings have been discovered which give us an idea of
their trade linkages with the Harappan Civilization. The famous king Sargon of
Akkad (C. 2350 B.C.) in Mesopotamia boasts that the ships of Dilmun, Magan and
Meluhha were moor d at his capital. Scholars have generally identified Meluhha with
the coastal towns of the Harappans or the region of the river Indus. Some scholars
have suggested that Magan referred to the Makran coast. Some other documents used
by the merchants of the city of Ur have also come down to us. They indicate that the
merchants of Ur imported copper, carnelian, ivory, shell, lapis lazuli, pearls and
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ebony from Meluhha. All these objects seem to have been available in plenty in the
Harappan sites.
In some cases, like copper, we are not aware of any major sources of supply to the
Harappans. However, we should remember that the Harappans were exploiting a very
large geographical zone extending up to Central Asia. They might have captured the
trading networks that had existed in Central Asia and Afghanistan in the 'Early
Harappan' period. The early Mesopotamian literature also refers to a community of
merchants from Meluhha living in Mesopotamia. In another instance written
documents from Mesopotamia refer to an official interpreter of the Meluhhan
language. All these examples indicate that the links between the Harappans and the
Mesopotamians were not indirect. Given the distance between these societies we
cannot expect regular interaction. However, the relations were fairly close for the
Mesopotamian kings to boast about the ships from Meluhha coming to their ports.
The absence of Mesopotamian goods in Harappa can be explained by the fact that
traditionally the Mesopotamians exported items like garments, wool, perfumed oil
and leather products. All these items are perishable and as such they have not left any
trace. Silver might have been one of the items of export. Silver was not available in
any known Harappan source. However, they were using it in large quantities. This
could be an import from Mesopotamia.

9.8 MODE OF TRANSPORT
The discussion about the nature of contact and exchange brings in the question of
transportation. Many representations of ships and boats are found on seals in Harappa
and Mohenjodaro. At Lothal was found a terracotta model of a ship with a stick
impressed socket for the mast and eyeholes for fixing rigging. At Lothal was also
discovered a brick basin 219 by 37 metres in length, with brick walls of 4.5 meters in
height. The excavator believed that it was a dockyard. Apart from this site the
seashore of the Arabian Sea seems to have been dotted with many sea-ports. Places
like Rangapur, Somnath and Balakot would have functioned as outlets for the
Harappans. Even in the inhospitable Makran coast Harappan sites like Sutkagen-Dor
and Sutkakoh have been discovered. The primary reason for their location in those
inhospitable tracts was that they were safe from the dangerous monsoon storms and
currents hitting the sea-coast in Western India and Sind. In the monsoon months they
could function as outlets for the Harappans. Sutkagen-Dor is located on the borders of
present day Pakistan and Iran. It is likely that even in the Iranian side there were some
Harappan settlements. They have not been explored so far. But this kind of extension
along the sea-coast would provide the Harappan ships points of anchorage right up to
the Persian Gulf.
The inland transport was done with bullock carts. Many terracotta models of bullock
carts have been found in Harappan settlements. In Harappa was found a bronze model
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of a cat with a seated driver and also models of little carts which are very similar to
the modern 'Ikka' used in Punjab. For longer journey through wooded country,
caravans of pack-oxen would be the chief means of transport. In historical times a
large number of goods were transported by pastoral nomadic communities. Possibly
the Harappans also engaged in similar practices. However, in those times river
systems would have been the channels of transportation because they were cheaper
and safer.
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Check Your Progress 2
1. State whether the following statements are true or false.
a) The literary sources of the contemporary Mesopotamian civilization do not
mention any contact with the Harappan civilization.
b) The discovery of Harappan seals in the Mesopotamian cities proves the contact
between the Harappan and the Mesopotamian civilizations.
c) The discovery of a dockyard at Lothal refers to the maritime trade of the
Harappans.
d) Bullock cart was not known to the Harappans as means of transport.
2. Mark ( ) the right answer.
i. What were exported from the Harappan cities to Mesopotamia?
a) Garments, Perfumed oil, leather products.
b) Silver, gold, bronze
c) Copper, ivory, lapis lazuli.
ii. Some of the important ports of the Harappan period were:
a) Dilmun, Magan, Meluhha
b) Kalibangan, Banwali, Lothal
c) Ur, Nippur, Chanhudaro
iii. Some important Mesopotamian sites where the Harappan seals have been found
are:
a) Susa, Ur, Kish
b) Tell Armar, Behrain, Akkad
c) Dilmun, Magan, Meluhha.
3 Write in five sentences on the transportation system of the Harappans.
……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………..

9.9 LET US SUM UP
We have seen from the above discussion that the Harappan Civilization seems to have
came a brisk internal trade. Internal trade would mean exchange activities carried
over an area of 1.3 million square km. This exchange activity is clear from the fact
that even very small Harappan sites like Allahdino have yielded seals, sealings, many
kinds of beads of semi-precious stones and metal utensils. Most of these objects were
imported from outside. The location of Harappan settlement along navigable
waterways and traditional land routes also indicates deep involvement of the
Harappans in exchange activities. Their linkages with the contemporary West Asian
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cultures is also well documented now. No wonder we call them a city-centred
community.

9.10 KEY WORDS
Bead: A small piece of stone pierced in the middle for stringing.
Hinterland: A region lying inland from a port of centre of influence.
Mesopotamia: Ancient name of Iraq.
Region: An area having specific characteristics of landscape which differentiate it
from other areas.

9.11 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES
Check Your Progress 1
1 a) False

b) True,

2 a) Kashmir b) Iron

c) False

d) True

e) False

f) True

c) Shortughai d) Rajasthan e) SutkagenDor

3 Your answer should include the uniform systems of weights and measures, binary
system of weight, seals and sealing’s on the products to ensure quality and ownership
etc. See Section 9.6.
Check Your Progress 2
1. a) False

b) True

2. i) c ii) a

iii) a

c) True

d) False

3. Your answer should include archaeological evidence in support of transportation
system, river transport, and inland transport. See Section 9.8
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UNIT 10 : SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION;
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES;
ART;
Structure
10.1 Objectives
10.2 Introduction
10.3 Society
10.3.1 Dress Styles
10.3.2 Food Habits
10.3.3 Language and Script
10.3.4 Warfare
10.3.5 Main Crafts/Occupations
10.4 Who Ruled Them?
10.5 Religion and Religious Practices
10.5.1 The Places of Worship
10.5.2 Objects of Worship
10.5.3 The Burial of the Dead
10.6 Let Us Sum Up
10.7 Key Words
10.8 Answers to Check Your Progress Exercises

10.1 OBJECTIVES
After reading this Unit, you will be able to understand the different aspects of society
and religious practices of the Harappan people. Particularly you will be able to:
 know about their dresses and food habits
 discuss the controversy about their script and language
 list their main occupations
 understand the nature of the ruling classes
 recall their religious practices and prominent gods and
 Know about their burial practices.

10.2 INTRODUCTION
In the earlier Units of this Block you studied some significant features of Harappan
Civilization. In this Unit we will discuss the society and religion of the Harappans.
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One might ask what the Harappans looked like. Did they wear clothes of the same
kind as we do? What did they read and write? What kind of jobs did the townsfolk
do? What language did they speak? What food did they eat? Did they have cups of tea
with chips of potato? Did they play games and did they fight? Who ruled over them?
What were their temples and gods like? Were they like us?
These are some very simple questions which the scholars find difficult to answer.
This is because of the nature of sources available for knowing about that period. The
main sources available are in the form of archaeological findings excavated from
different sites.
Answers too many of the questions related to the realm of ideas and feelings are
difficult to provide with our present knowledge about this civilization. Even an
innocuous question like whether a Harappan was feeling a sense of pleasure while
making a carnelian bead cannot be answered. In this Unit we will try to derive some
answers from silent objects lying abandoned for thousands of years.

10.3 SOCIEY
The archaeological finds from Harappan sites help us in reconstructing the society of
the period. We get an idea about their dress styles and Food habits. We also get
information about the trade and crafts and various social groups. Let us first examine
the external appearance and dresses of the Harappans.

10.3.1 Dress Styles
What did the Harappans look like? The only way of finding out an answer for this
would be examining the terracotta figurines and stone sculptures surviving from that
period. Another way of knowing would be examining the skeletal remains found in
some of the Harappan settlements.
The study of the skeletal types shows that the Harappans looked like the present day
north Indians. Their faces, complexion and height were more or less similar to the
present day people living in those areas. But the similarities end here. They did not
wear the shirts and trousers or Salwar-Kameej like the modern men and women. We
can have some idea about their dresses and fashions by a study of contemporary
sculptures and terracotta figurines. Men are mostly shown wearing a dress which
would be wrapped round the lower half of the body with one end worn over the left
shoulder and under the right arm-like the modern saree. The other dress was a kilt and
a shirt worn by both men and women. The men arranged their hair in various ways
sometimes making buns and using headbands. The men used many, more ornaments
than the modem Indians. They would be wearing ring, bracelets .and ornaments round
their neck and hands. Growing beard was fashionable but they would shave their
moustaches. Women seem to have used ornaments on their waist. Women wore a
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large number of necklaces. Bangles too were in fashion and of course there was no
end to the number of ways in which hair was arranged. Men and women alike had
long hair. We know that they used cotton clothes also that in one sculpture the cloth
was shown as having trefoil pattern and red colours. However, for all his
fashionableness if we saw a man from Harappa walk on the road-to our eyes he will
probably resemble a mendicant more than anyone else.

10.3.2 Food Habits
What did they eat? Again, we know very little, the Harappans of Sind and Punjab ate
wheat and barley as their staple food. Those who stayed in towns of Rajasthan had to
be content with barley only. The Harappans of Gujarat in places like Rangpur and
Surkotoda preferred rice and millet. Let us see where they got their supply of protein
and fat from.
They got their supply of fat and oil from sesame seeds, mustard and possibly Ghee.
We do not how whether they were familiar with sugarcane to supply them sugar.
They might have used honey to sweeten their food. Seeds of jujube and dates bund in
the Harappan sites indicate their preference for these fruits. It is likely that they also
ate bananas, pomegranates, melons, lemons, figs and of course mangoes. They seem
to have consumed a whole range of wild nuts and fruits but it is difficult to identify
them. They were eating peas too. Apart from this the Harappans seem to have
relished non-vegetarian food. Bones of deer, bears, sheep and goats have been
frequently found in the Harappan settlements. Fish, milk and curd too would be
known to them. However, they had neither tea nor potato-chips. Could you yourself I
find out the reason for this?

10.3.3 Language and Script
What language did they speak and what did they read and write is again not very clear
to us. We have discovered the written script of the Harappans. As pointed out earlier,
we have not deciphered it as yet. Some scholars believe that the language written
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there is ancestral to the Dravidian group of languages like Tamil. Some other writers
would like to think that it was ancestral to an Aryan language like Sanskrit. However,
no one has proved his case beyond doubt. However, one noticeable thing about their
script is that it did not change all through the life of the Harappan Civilization. All the
other ancient scripts have showed distinct changes over a period of time. This
indicates that the Harappan script was not in common use. Perhaps a very small
section of privileged scribes had a monopoly over the written word. About what they
learnt and how they learnt-we have no answers. Whether they had some kind of
school for teaching as was the case in contemporary Mesopotamia is not known to us.

10.3.4 Warfare
Did they play and did they fight? We know that they played dice. But beyond that we
again draw a blank. They did fight-and there is enough evidence for it-possibly
because the archeologists who were digging up various Harappan sites were looking
for evidences of war and not of sport. One important indicator of course is that at the
time of the emergence of the Harappan Civilization many 'Early Harappan' sites like
Kot Diji and Kalibangan were burnt down. However an accidental fire could destroy
large towns, but it is more likely that some of the settlements were burnt down by
victorious human groups) Then there is the evidence of some skeletons lying
scattered in the streets of Mohenjo-Daro. Human societies from times immemorial
have disposed off the bodies of their dead in some ordered fashion. It is natural that
the Harappans would not leave their dead to rot in the streets. So, obviously some
extraordinary conflict is indicated when the Harappans did not get an opportunity to
bury their dead. The presence of citadels and fortification around many Harappan
towns also indicates a need for protection against outsiders. Some of the protection
walls might have been bunds for protection against floods. But given the opulence of
the Harappan townships in contrast to the surrounding rural communities it is likely
that the Harappans wanted to protect their wealth and life by fortifying their
settlements. Many copper and bronze weapons have also been reported.
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10.3.5 Main Crafts
What did the Harappans do for a living? We are on surer grounds in answering this
question. This is because studies of pre-modern civilized societies show that most of
the people in those societies were engaged in agriculture. However, quite a few
Harappan townsmen were engaged in various other kinds of activities. Bead making
was one of the favourite activities of the Harappans. In settlements like MohenjoDaro, Chanhudaro and Lothal a fairly large number of Harappans were engaged in
this work. Since a variety of stones like Carnelian, Lapis Lazul, Agate and Jasper
were used for making beads it is likely that there were specialised bead makers for
each type of stone. Some other Harappans specialized in making stone tools. Apart
from them groups of potters, copper and bronze workers, stone workers, builders of
houses, brick makers and seal-cutters must have lived in Harappan towns. When we a
talk about the Harappan Civilization, we are basically referring to seals, bricks, pots
and other such objects surviving from those times. These objects presuppose the
existence of their makers.

Check Your Progress 1
1. Which of the following statements is right ( ) and which is wrong ( ).
i) The Harappan script underwent a number of changes during the period this
civilization survived
ii) The Harappans were strict vegetarians
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iii) Generally the Harappan towns were fortified
iv) The Harappan men were fond of wearing ornaments.
2. Fill in the empty spaces given in the following sentences.
i) We get the information about the dresses and fashions of Harappan people through
their..............................
ii)....................... Was used to make Harappan metallic tools.
iii) The staple food of the Harappans was ............... in Rajasthan, in Sind and Punjab
and ................... in Gujarat.
iv) A large number of beads found in Harappan settlements are made of...........
3. Write five lines on Harappan Script.
………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………..

10.4 WHO RULED THEM?
At the top of the pyramid of the Harappan society were three invisible categories of
people-the administrators, the traders and the priests. Their presence can be presumed
on the basis of an understanding of the problems of organization. The rise of
Civilization is associated with the emergence of a centralized decision-making system
called the State. In the Harappan civilization we can perceive the presence of a
decision-making authority for running the municipal system:


The construction and maintenance of 'elaborate drainage system and streets
would require a municipal authority in the cities.



Similarly, the granaries indicate the presence of an authority which would
collect food grains from the surrounding hinterland and redistribute it among
the citizens.



As pointed out earlier, the tools, weapons, bricks etc. show a remarkable
uniformity of design. Some of the tools and weapons seem to have been massproduced in one place and then distributed to various cities and settlements.
The organization of production and distribution of these objects over an area
covering thousands of kms would give tremendous power to those who
decided how much to produce and where to send the products. If these people
were to stop the supply of goods to a particular town, that town would be
starved of tools and implements.



The sheer range and volume of products consumed by the residents of the
larger cities indicate that some kind of a ruling class resided in them. Many of
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the objects were varities brought from faraway lands. The possession of such
precious stones or metals would give immense prestige to owners vis-a-vis the
rest of the population.


Similarly, the larger size of the cities did not simply indicate that a larger
number of people lived there but also the fact that they contained many
monumental structures like temples, palaces etc. The people who lived in
these structures exercised political or economic or religious authority. No
wonder, the seals which are considered marks of authority of traders, priests
or administrators are found in largest numbers in Mohenjo-Daro where the
largest number of monumental structures have also been found.

However, we are not suggesting that Mohenjo-Daro functioned as the Capital of the
Harappan Civilization. It is possible that the Harappan Civilization consisted of two
of even five independent political units. All we are suggesting is that the city had
emerged as the Center of politico-economic power. We do not know who the rulers,
of the Harappans were. They may have been kings, priests or traders. However, we
know that in many pre-modern societies the economic, religious and administrative
spheres are not clearly demarcated. This means that the same person could be the
head priest, king and the wealthiest merchant. But all these evidences indicate the
presence of a ruling authority. What was the form of this authority is not yet clear to
us.
Check Your Progress 2
1. On what basis can we say that Harappan was an Urban Civilization?
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................... ..
........................................................................................................................................
2. A number of things found in Harappan excavations indicate the presence of civic
and political authority. What are these?
.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
.............................. ..........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................

10.5 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
Who did the Harappans worship? This is one question about which there has been
considerable discussion among scholars. The mute survivors of the Harappan past do
not tell us anything. So, we have to fit in our logic and our fancies to understand their
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religious beliefs. One major problem is that without written information it is difficult
to differentiate their sacred and secular activities. Thus, it seems that any or every
find from Harappa might have a sacred content. However, we shall try to understand
the religious beliefs of the Harappans with the help of modern parallels.

10.5.1 The Places of Worship
A number of large buildings in the citadel and the lower town at Mohenjo-Daro are
believed to have been temples of gods. This view is supported by the fact that most of
the large stone sculptures were found in these buildings.
In the lower city at Mohenjo-Daro a large building has been discovered. This building
has a monumental entrance and a double stairway leading to, a raised platform on
which was found a stone sculpture 16-1/2 inches high. It is a seated man with hands
on knees. It has a bearded face with a fillet passing over a receding forehead and
hanging down in two strands at the back. Another stone statue was discovered in the
same building. This is why scholars have identified this building with a temple.
In Mohenjo-Daro several structures are reported from the citadel mound which seem
to have had some ritual significance. Among them 'The Great Bath' is the most
famous. Such elaborate bathing arrangements were made in very sacred ritual spots in
the subsequent historical phases in India. So, it is likely that 'Great Bath' was not
simply a swimming pool but that it had a great ritual significance.
Near the Great Bath: was found another large structure (230
78 feet) which has
been identified as the residence of some high priest or college of priests. Similarly, an
oblong assembly hall has also been reported from the citadel area. To the west of this
structure was found a complex of rooms in one of which was discovered a seated
male statue. This too has been identified as a part of some religious structure. These
ritual structures provide us with a glimpse of the religious practices of the people in
Mohenjo-Daro. We can presume that some of the ritual performances took place in
the large temple like structure.

10.5.2 Objects of Worship
The evidence for the objects of worship comes from the study of Harappan seals and
terracotta figurines. Amongst the evidences that come from the seals, the most
famous is a deity who has been identified as proto-Siva. On a series of seals a deity
wearing a buffalo-homed head-drek is shown sitting in a yogic posture. The deity is
surrounded by animals like goats, elephants, tiger and antelope. Marshall identified
him with god Pasupati (Lord of Beasts). In several instances he has a sprouting plant
emerging between his horns. In another case a deity with horns and flowing hair is
standing nude between the branches of a Pipal tree. A worshipper is kneeling in front
of it. Behind the worshipper is a man-faced goat and below are seven other human
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figures. They have long pigtails and tall head-dresses. In one seal are shown snakes
accompanying the yogic figure. Each of the features associated with the horned deity
are attributes of Siva of later Indian history. Moreover in some Harappan settlements
the phallic emblem of Siva (Lingam) has been found. All these evidences have led
scholars to believe that Siva was the most important male god of the Harappans.
Perhaps the temples were dedicated to the same god.

i. Mother Goddess
The Harappan settlements have yielded a very large number of terracotta figurines.
Among them are the representations of females adorned with a wide girdle, loin cloth
and necklaces. They wear a fan-shaped head dress. Sometimes they are shown with
an infant. The general notion of fertility is indicated by many representations of
pregnancy. These evidences indicate the prevalence of cults of fertility and mother
goddess worship.

ii. Tree Spirits
The Harappans also seem to have worshipped tree spirits. Several seals depict the
Pipal tree. In many cases a figure is shown looking through the branches. Scholars
believe that this represents the tree-spirit. In many cases worshippers are shown
standing in front of the tree. In many other cases a tiger or some other animal is
shown in front of the tree. In one case seven human figures are shown standing in
front of it, with a horned-figure standing in it. As discussed earlier the horned figure
probably is Siva. The Pipal tree has been worshipped in India for ages and in many
cases the Pipal tree and Siva are worshipped together. The seven figures have
sometimes been identified with the seven great sages or seven mothers of the Indian
mythology.

iii. Some Mythical Heroes
Some other human figures which seem to have a religious significance are those
found on seals and amulets. Human figures with horns on the head and long tails are
frequently shown on the seals. Sometimes, they have hoofs of cattle and hind legs.
Some other seals remind us of Mesopotamian mythology.
For example, a man grappling with a pair of tigers immediately brings to mind a
brave warrior called Gilgamesh who is said to have killed two tigers.

iv. Animal Worship
A large number of animals also seem to have been worshipped. Again, our
information comes from their representation on seals and sealing’s and in .terracotta.
A seal has been reported from Chanhudaro depicting a bull-bison with erect penis,
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fecundating a supine human figure. A plant is sprouting from the head of the human
figure. This obviously is indicative of some fertility cult. The Brahman bull with its
heavy dewlap is frequently represented on the seals. 1t is possible that the present day
reverence for bulls and cows had its beginnings in the Harappan Civilization.

v. Mythical Beasts
Many composite animals are depicted in the seals. There are animal representations
of creatures with the foreparts of humans and the hind-quarters of tigers. Similarly,
composite creatures combining various portions of rams, bulls and elephants are a
frequent occurrence. They obviously represented objects of worship. The conception
of composite creatures like 'Narasimha' was very much a part of the mythology of the
later Indian tradition. One important animal frequently represented on the Harappan
seals is the unicorn. This is a horse-like beast with a horn issuing from the middle of
its head. In front of the animal occurs a curious object which is not shown in
association with any other animal. It consists of a bowl on a central post carrying a
cage like object. We do not know its function-it has been taken for a sacred manger or
an incense holder. In another seal impression, a 'unicorn' is shown being came in a
procession between two other objects, one of which was similar to the one discussed
above. Obviously the 'unicorn' was a mythical animal, since there is no such real
beast. It is likely to have been a cult object.
The Harappans at Kalibangan and Lothal seem to have followed different religious
practices. At Kalibangan in the citadel were found a series of raised brick platforms
crowned with 'fire altars' i.e. a series of brick-lined pits containing ash and animal
bones. This area also had a well and bathing places. This complex seems to have
represented some kind of ritual center where animal sacrifice, ritual ablution and
some sort of fire rituals were performed. Many houses in the lower town also
contained a room having 'fire altars'. Several other 'fire' altars are also reported. At
Lothal too, fire altars have been found. These evidences are very important because:
a) They show that the Harappans staying in different geographical areas followed
different religious practices, and
b) The fire ritual was central to the Vedic religion.
The Vedic Aryans are believed to have been a different set of people. The evidence
from Kalibangan might indicate that the Aryans adopted the religious practices of the
Harappans when they came and settled down in these areas.

10.5.3 The Burial of the Dead
Disposal of the dead has been an important religious activity of the human groups.
This is because the attitude towards the dead is linked up with the human beliefs
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regarding this life and life after death. The Harappan civilization has not yielded any
monuments for the dead which could equal the pyramids of Egypt or the Royal
cemetery of the Mesopotamian city of Ur, in its grandeur. However, we have certain
Evidences about the burial practices of the Harappans.
In Harappa many graves have been discovered. Dead bodies were generally placed in
a north-south orientation. Bodies were laid on their back. A large number of earthen
pots were placed in the grave. In some cases the dead were buried with ornaments
like shell bangles, necklace, and an ear ring. In some cases copper mirrors, mother of
pearl shells, antimony sticks etc. were kept in the grave. A number of graves were
constructed with bricks. A coffin burial has been found at Harappa. At Kalibangan
some other kinds of burial practices were encountered. Small circular pits containing
large urns and accompanied by pottery have been found. But they did not have any
skeletal remains. Some other burial pits with collected bones have also been found.
From Lothal some examples of pairs of skeletons with a male and a female in each
case buried together.
These practices show that the disposal of the dead among the Harappans was different
from the one followed subsequently. In the historical phases the predominant System
seems to have been cremation. At the same time the careful placement of bodies
provided with ornaments and toiletries is indicative of some belief in life after death.
What that belief was is unknown to us.
A study of the various kinds of objects found in excavations shows that different a
regions of the Harappan civilization followed different kinds of religious practices.
Fire worship was prevalent in Kalibangan and Lothal but unknown in Harappa and
Mohenjo-Daro. Ritual bathing evidenced at Mohenjo-Daro might have been absent in
Harappa. The burial practices show wide variation ranging from extended inhumation
to double burials and pot burials. Finds in Kalibangan also show that different kinds
of burial practices were being followed in the same settlement. This kind of diversity
of religious beliefs and practices even in the same settlement reflects the complex
nature of the urban centers. Unlike tribal societies where every member of the tribe
follows similar kinds of religious practices, the urban centers are characterized by the
presence of people following different kinds of religious practices. This apparently
means that urban centers were formed by the political and economic integration of
varied social groups. Also, an urban center means the presence of traders from
different regions with their own religious practices. These groups retained their social
mores and religious customs but lost their political and economic independence.
Check Your Progress 3
1. Which of the Harappan religious structures indicate .the prevalence of some
collective worship or rituals?
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
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2. Which of the following statements are correct?
i. Siva seems to be the most important Harappan God
ii. The female deities were absent in Harappan religious objects
iii. Trees also seem to be worshipped by Harappans
iv. No animals were worshipped by the Harappans
3. Do we get any evidence of fire worship from Harappan finds?
....................................................................................................
...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
4. What significant points emerge from the study of burial practices of Harappan
people?
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

10.6 LET US SUM UP
In this unit we discussed the religious and social aspects related to the life pattern of
Harappans.
The main dresses of Harappans were a big unsewn cloth like modern day saree and
was wrapped on the body. The kit and shirt were other dresses worn by men &
women alike. Men and women both were fond of ornaments. Their food included a
large variety of items depending on the inhabited areas. The main items included rice,
barley, millet and wheat. A number of fruits, vegetables and non-vegetarian items
were also used. We hope you found the answer to the question raised in Section 8.2.2.
Well if not, it is because tea and potato were not grown in the region at that time.
The Harappan script is still a mystery for the archaeologists and linguists. It has not
been deciphered yet.
Fortification of their settlements and weapons found indicate that they were often
engaged in fights.
Pottery, metal work, bead making and a number of crafts were practiced by the
Harappans. This indicates the presence of artisans and urban labour force.
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The society seems to have been divided into classes. There are indications of the
presence of some kind of a political structure. Administrators, priests and traders
along with large number of workmen seem to constitute the society in towns.
Some large structures indicate the prevalence of some collective worship or ritual. A
number of gods, goddesses and objects seems to have been worshipped. The
prominent were mother goddess, Siva and a number of trees and animals. Some
composite mythical beasts also seem to have some place in religious practices.
The most prevalent system for disposing the dead seems burial rather than cremation.
A number of ornaments and other objects are also found in the burial pits. All these
give us, if not a total but a nearer view of the Harappan society.

10.7 KEY WORDS
Fertility Cult: A system of worship in which the reproductive aspects of nature and
mankind are emphasised. The worship is expected to ensure the production of
abundant crops or children.
Fire Altars: Brick-lined pits found in Kalibangan. They contained ash and animal
bones. In many societies fire is worshipped. In the Vedic society similar kinds of pits
were dug for lighting fire and worshipping it.
Royal Cemetery of Ur: A cemetery discovered in the Mesopotamian city of Ur
belonging to the third millennium B.C. This cemetery contained the graves of many
kings.
Script: System or style of writing.
Unicorn: A mythical animal having a body of a horse and one straight horn.

10 .8 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS EXERCISES
Check Your Progress 1
1.

i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

2.

i) Terracotta human figures
ii) Copper
iii) Barley, Wheat and barley, rice and millet
iv) Stone.
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3. Your answer should include which present language seems to have descended from
Harappan script, the changes it underwent and whether we are able to read it or
not.
Check Your Progress 2
1. Your answer should include things like large number of brick structures spread in a
big area, a number of craft products, drainage system etc. Also see section 10.4.
2. Your answer should include things like well-planned towns, big houses, presence
of granaries their management and other such things. Read Section 10.4 again.
Check Your Progress 3
1. Big temple like structures with a number of sculptures, common baths, assembly
halls, structures with a number of fire pits, etc. Read Section 10.5 and Sub-sec.
10.5.1
2. i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

3. In Harappan settlements like Kalibangan and Lothal a number of finding indicate
to the presence of fire worship such as fire altars, in apparently public worship
places and even houses. See sub-section 10.5.2 last paragraph.
4. the most significant point is that burying the dead was accompanied by some
rituals. It-appears that the Harappans believed in some sort of life after death
because a number of items of everyday use or ornaments are also placed alongside
the dead. Sometimes it is paired burial one male-and one female. In some cases
urns containing bones are also buried.
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