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UNIT-1: RESISTANCE MOVEMENT: GHUMSUR REBELLION,
PAIK REBELLION, REVOLT OF 1857 AND SURENDRA
SAI, KEONJHAR UPRISINGS
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1.7 Keonjhar Uprisings
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1.7.2 Keonjhar Uprising under Dharanidhar Nayak
1.8 Check Your Progress
1.9 Let Us Sum Up
1.10 Key Words
1.11 Answer to check your progress exercises
1.12 Suggested Readings
1.1 OBJECTIVES
In this unit you will have knowledge about:
 The background of the peasant movements.
 The factors behind peasant and tribal uprisings against the colonial rule.
 The characteristic features of rebellions.
 The legacy of rebellions

1.2 INTRODUCTION
The people of Odisha love freedom When the freedom loving people were under the
bondage of foreign rule, they fell victim to oppression and injustice they raised their
arms against the aliens during the British Raj. They fought under some celebrated
leaders to achieve independence .In this chapter we will know about the mass uprisings
under their outstanding leaders.
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1.3 RESISTANCE MOVEMENT: ORIGIN
Odisha has witnessed a number of uprisings to resist the foreign rule. The economic
sufferings of the people, harassment to the local rulers ,interference in succession affairs
,interference in age old customs, suppression of Meriah were the basic reasons for the
resistance movement of Odisha in the nineteenth century .
1.4 GHUMSUR REBELLION
When the British government was working under Madras presidency, the Kondhs of
Ghumsur rose against the British authority. The British administrators had imposed
exorbitant tax in the Ghumsur region .Subsequently the triba people of Ghumsur under
the leadership of Dora Bisoi had started agitationagainst the British Raj. Ghumsur of
Ganjam came under the British rule in 1835 .Since then, there was a continuous
discontent in the zamindary of Ghumsur .Main reason behind the dissatisfaction of
people of this zamindari was high tribute fixed by the British administration on the Raja
of Ghumsur .The British government also unnecessarily interfered in the succession
issues of the zamindary .Not only that ,The British authority also interfered the age old
practices of the Kondhs called Meriah and infanticide .Hence the rebellions appeared .
1.4.1 Ghumsur Rebellion under Dora BisoiIn 1835, the Raja Dhananjaya Bhanja of Ghumsur was dethroned by the British which
resulted to a revolt . .Dhananjaya Bhanja summoned all his subjects among whom the
Kondhs were in majority .Their leader was Kamalalochan Dora Bisoi ,a Benniah Kondh
of Binjigiri village of Ghumsur .He was in the position of commander in chief of the
force belonged to the Raja of Ghumsur .Dora Bisoi came forward to back Dhananjay
Bhanja .
When the rebellion against the British took a full shape, George Edward Russell a
member of the Madras Board of Revenue was sent to Ghumsur with a large force to
suppress the rebellion .It was difficult to fight against the rebellious Kondhs, who
followed the strategy of guerrilla warfare.
Near Kirmingia pass the ,the rebellious Kondhs attacked the British troops .In this
bloody encounter 13 of British troops died .Two British officers were also killed .The
British Government announced 500 rupees for the capture of Dora Bisoi .The British
troops attacked Amhajhara and Jiripada ,the epicentres of rebellious activities .But Dora
Bisoi escaped to Das Palla .Several times he was attacked but he escaped unhurt .But at
last ,Dora Bisoi was captured and imprisoned .First he was sent to Cuttack jail and then
he was sent to Gooty near Chennai as state prisoner where he died in 1846 .
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1.4.2 Gumsur Rebellion under Chakra Bisoi
Although the Kondh rebellion against the British under Dora Bisoi was supressed ,but it
could not end the rebellious activities of the Ghumsur Kondhs .Very soon it reappeared
and this time their leader was Chakra Bisoi ,the nephew of celebrated Kondh leader
Dora Bisoi .The causes behind this rebellion were economic suffering of the Kondhs
,unnecessary interference of the British in succession issues, and the suppression of
Meriah sacrifice .When the Meriah agent named Captain Macpherson took some stern
measures to supress Meriah practice,the Kondhs of Ghumsur were terribly dissatisfied
.At that time the Chakra Bisoi the brave and popular leader of the Kondhs tried to
exploit the opportunity .He persuaded the Kondhs to revolt against the British
administration .At Bisipara,Chakra Bisoi with rebellious Kondhs attacked the camps of
Macpherson on 14th March 1846 and rescued some Meriah victims .
The Kondhs of Baud joined hands with rebellious Kondhs of Ghumsur .The British
troops faced all types of adversities in supressing the rebellion .A mere efficient and
strong military officer named General Dyre was sent to revolting areas .He could
successfully supress the rebellion But Chakra Bisoi did not surrender .He continued his
fighting.
In the meantime John Campbell was appointed as new Meriah agent ,who followed a
liberal policy towards the Kondhs of Ghumsur .But Chakra Bisoi did not stop his
rebellious activities .A reward of 3000 rupees was declared for the capture of Chakra
Bisoi .For few years ,no such rebellious activities were found from Chakra Bisoi .He
was then ,in Kandhamal. After the annexation of Kandhamals with the British territory
.Chakra came from Kandhamal to Ghumsur .Then ,he went to Kalahandi state .Again he
returned to Kandhamals and took shelters in the forest .After October 1856,nothing was
heard of Chakra Bisoi .Astonishingly a great Kondh leader disappeared mysteriously
just before the Great revolt of 1857 .
1.5 PAIK REBELLION
The British occupied Odisha in 1803 .It was fourteen years after it, a widespread revolt
took place in Odisha .It was Paik rebellion of 817.This rebellion was led by Jagabandhu
Bidyadhar Bhramarban Ray Mohapatra .He was popularly known as Bakshi Jagabandhu
who was the commander in chief or Bakshi of the Raja of Khurda .The sufferings of the
ryots of Khurda was a major cause behind the Paik rebellion .The British authority
imposed exorbitant tax on the ryots . Further ,the British government followed policy of
salt monopoly in Odisha for which the cost of the salt became high . The people of
Odisha were using cowry as a currency .But they could not pay the revenue in cowries
.Another misery for the common people arose when the Odia Amlas were replaced by
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that of Bengalis .and these new Amlas exploited the ryots .All these dissatisfaction of
the ryots accumulated day by day against the British rule.The regular soldiers of the
Rajas of Odisha were called Paiks .They were granted rent free lands for their service to
the state .These were called “PaiKana Jagir “.But the British Government imposed rent
on these lands .This created discontent among the Paiks, who revolted against the British
Similarly the Odia zamindars suffered deeply under the British administration .As per
the new policy of the British government, the zamindaries below the Jumma of
5000/rupees were to be sold it at Cuttack and of high amount at Kolkata .So some Odia
zamindars lost their zamindaries and they were replaced by Bengali zamindars who were
unsympathetic towards the sufferings of the Odia ryots .
During this time,Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra was the Bakshi or commander in
chief of the army of Raja of Khurda .Bakshi was given large rent free jagir lands called
“Bakshibar” . Bakshi Jagabandhu was also given the zamindary of Rorung .But the
British authority violated this important arrangement .A Bengali Amla named Krishna
Chandra Singh by means of trickery took away the Rorung zamindary from Bakshi
Jagabandhu .It created anger in Bakshi ,who with Paiks and with the support of Daleis
and Dalabheras decided to raise arms against the British .During this time ,another
incident happened .Four hundred rebellious Kondhs of Ghumsur came to Banpur in
March 1817 .They killed officials and loot the treasury .Then they proceeded to Khurda
where they burnt down the treasury and Government offices .This incident encouraged
Bakshi Jagabandhu to fight against the British Raj .This rebellion was spread to Puri
.British officials stationed at Puri fled to Cuttack out of fear .Gabriel Martindel a top
British Commander was appointed by the British Government to suppress the Paik
rebellion .Paik rebellion was spread to different places such as Gop, Tiran, Kujang,
Pattamundei and Asureswar. But Paik rebellion was suppressed by October 1817
because of superior military power of the British government .Bakshi was forced to
surrender on 27th May 1825.He was brought to Cuttack where he died on 24th January
1829.Paik Rebellion is now claimed to be the First war of Independence of India against
the British Raj .
1.6 REVOLT OF 1857 AND SURENDRA SAI
In 1857,Indians rose in revolt against the British rule .Although the revolt was started
from the Indian Sepoys ,soon it spread far and wide and turned to be national uprising .It
had its echo in contemporary Odisha .Ramkrishna Samanta Singhara,Chaki
Khuntia,Madho Singh and Veer Surendra Sai were the prominent leaders of Odisha in
this great revolt of 1857 .

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

4

In 1827,Maharaja Sai,the ruler of Sambalpur died leaving no heir .His widow Rani
Mohan Kumari became the ruler with the support of the British Government .But as per
the tradition only male heir was supposed to sit on the throne .
However ,Rani’s rule became very much unpopular .So the British authorities removed
Rani Mohan Kumari from the throne and in her place Narayan Singh became the king of
Sambalpur .But Veera Surendra Sai was a better claimant to the Sambalpur throne .So
he rebelled against the British .But being defeated in an encounter ,he was sent to
Hazaribagh Jail as a prisoner .Later under Doctrine of Lapse ,Samabalpur was directly
annexed with the British territory as their was no male heir to succeed deceased Narayan
Singh .
During the Great Revolt of 1857 .the Sepoys set Surendra Sai and his brother Udant Sai
free from Hazaribagh Jail .Surendra Sai and his brother Udant fled to Sambalpur .Their
presence created political sensation among the people who greeted them warmly .There
was an apprehension that Surendra Sai would support the 1857 Revolt .Captain R T
Leigh,the assistant Commissioner of Sambalpur declared two brothers as rebels
.Anticipating more dangers from the rebels ,Captain R T Leigh went for a reconciliation
with Surendra Sai in October ,1857 .Surendra Sai, made a representation to Captain
Leigh for the remission of the sentence of imprisonment and for his installation on the
throne of Sambalpur .But G F Cockburn ,the Commissioner of Odisha vehemently
opposed the conditions cited in the representation .In Sambalpur ,Surendra Sai was kept
as a political prisoner .A rumour was then spread that he would be deported soon
.Surendra Sai thought that it would be foolish to trust the British anymore .So he
escaped to Khinda .He declared an open revolt against the British .Many followers
including the tribal people extended their full support to Surendra Sai and joined him in
this anti British war. At Jharghati the rebels attacked captain Knocker killing one sepoy
and wounding another .The postal communication was disrupted on the Cuttack road
connecting Nagpur and Mumbai with Sambalpur .
One Medical officer Dr T Moore was killed in the hands of insurgents. To meet the
situation, more military officers from Cuttack were sent to Sambalpur, including Captain
Wood and Captain Woodbridge .In an encounter with the British force at Kudopalli
,Chabillo Sai, the brother of Surendra Sai was shot dead .Fifty three other rebels were
also killed .This enraged the insurgents .On February 12 ,1858 they killed Captain
Woodbridge at Paharsingira . After this incident the British government took stern
measures against the rebels,Colonel Forester ,an experienced military officer reached
Sambalpur to command the British troops .A rigorous policy was taken by him to
suppress the rebellion .Ujjwal Sai,the brother of Surendra Sai was captured and hanged
.On 23rd January 1864,Surendra Sai was finally captured by the British .He was then
sent to Asirgarh fort jail,of Madhya Pradesh as a life convict .Surendra Sai breathed his
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last in Asirgargh jail on 28th February 1884 .Vira Surendra Sai has yet remained in our
memory as a symbol of patriotism and extraordinary bravery .
1.7 KEONJHAR UPRISING
Keonjhar was one of largest feudatory states of Odisha during the British rule .The tribal
people were mostly inhibiting Keonjhar and most predominat among them were the
Bhuyans .The Bhuyans believed that they were the original owners of the lands .They
too believed that they had every right to choose their own king who would sit on the
Keonjhar throne .But the British authorities were not at all prepared to recognise these
rights of the Bhuyans .Furthermore, when the Rajas of Keonjhar turned to be oppressive
, they were strongly supported by the British government .So the disconteded tribal
people of Keonjhar mostly of Bhuyan tribe raised rebellion against the British
Government .
1.7.1 Keonjhar Uprising under Ratna Nayak
Gadodhar Bhanja ,the king of Keonjhar died on 22 March 1861 .The widow queen
Bishnupriya ,known as The Patta Mahadei had no sons .She said that before his death
,Raja Gadadhar Bhanja had a desire to adopt Brundaban Bhanja,the brother of Krushna
Chandra Bhanja , a ruling chief of an adjoining state of Mayurbhanj .But late Gadadhar
Bhanja had married another girl called Phulabibahi wife .She had two sons
named,Dhanurjaya and Chandra Sekhar .The officials of Keonjhar state including the
Dewan wanted Dhanurjaya to succeed .Dhanurjaya then a minor was coronated as the
king of Keonjhar on 3rd April 1861 .Rani Bishnupriya was shocked .She was in support
of Brundaban Bhanja .A petition was sent to the then Commissioner of Odisha , T E
Ravenshaw in favour of the claim of Brundaban Bhanja for the throne of Keonjhar .Rani
Bishnupriya sought the help of the Bhuyans and their leaders Ratna Nayak .
Ratna Nayak the celebrated leader of the Bhuyan tribe of Keonjhar was born at Tarpur in
Keonjhar in 1820 .He became rebellious when the king with the support of the British
Government became tyrannical and oppressive .He and other Bhuyans did not accept
Dhanurjaya as their king .They extended their support to rani Bishnu priya in favour of
the claim of Brundaban Bhanja .It became headache for the British Government
.Commissioner T E Ravenshaw wanted a peaceful settlement with the queen ,who was a
relative of the Raja of Saraikella .So Ravenshaw asked the then Commissioner of
Chotanagpur to persuade the Raja of Sareikella to put his influence on Rani Bishnupriya
.Finally ,she was won over .On 17th Febraury 1868,Dhanrjaua Bhanja was recoronated
and Rani allowed it .She was given a monthly pension of Rs550/-
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The betrayal by the Rani enraged Ratna Nayak most .He started an open rebellion
against in support of the claim of Brindaban Bhanja to the throne of Keonjhar .Some
other Bhuyan chiefs like Dasarathi Kuanr ,Babu Nayak ,Nanda Nayak ,Turi Pradhan and
Nanda Pradhan joined their hands with Ratna Nayak .Not only the Bhuyans but also the
Juangs,Klos also joined in the rebellion .On 21st April 1868,a declaration was made by
the rebels that they would continue to fight against the British until Brundaban become
the Raja of Keonjhar .On 28th of April 1868 ,nearly 20,000 tribal rebels entered
Keonjhar town and took away the Dewan and some officials of kings court .King
Dhanurjaya Bhanja couldnot do anything so also the British .Dhanurjaya Bhanja even
could not come out from his palace .
Witnessing this huge attack of the rebels ,Rani Bishnupriya thought that the rebels
would win in future .So she changed her colour and started to support the rebellion once
again .Now the British Government became serious of how to meet the situation .W.
Hayes ,the Deputy Commissioner of Singhbhum was sent to Keonjhar with a large
troops in the beginning of May 1868 .It was soon known to the British that the Dewan
was killed in the hands of the rebels .Of course the other kidnapped officials were freed
.In the mean time the Bengal government ineterned Brundaban Bhanja at Balasore .At
the same time the Bengal Government instructed the king of Mayurbhanj to keep control
over Rani Bishnupriya .It enraged the rebels who became more violent .Realising the
gravity of the situation the British Government sent Colonel E.T.Dalton to Keonjhar in
order to supress the rebellion .Of course due to rainy season ,he reached here in late
.After his arrival,Dalton took strong action .He terrorised the rebels and innocent
civilians could not escape from the outrage .The then Commissioner of Odisha
T.E.Ravenshaw also reached Keonjhar .
In the course of suppression many rebel chiefs surrendered to the British except Ratna
Nayak and Nanda Nayak .But later ,on 15th August both of them surrendered to the
British .Then Revenshaw himself tried the rebels .Seven of the rebels were given death
sentence including Ratna Nayak .Many among rebel chiefs were sentenced to
transportation for life and other to imprisonment . Ratna Nayak was excuted and beome
a martyr for the mother land.
1.7.2 Keonjhar Uprising under Dharanidhar Nayak :
Dhanurjaya Bhanja ,the Raja of Keonjhar became oppressive in nature .His officials
under the umbrella of the king were ,more oppressive than their master .Hence the
people especially the Bhuyans were terribly dissatisfied and finally they rose in rebellion
under their veteran leader Dharanidhar Nayak .
Dharanidhar Nayak was born on 5th May 1864 in Kusumita a village of Keonjhar state
.After the basic education ,Dharanidhar went to Cuttack ,and joined a survey school .As
he was sent by the Raja of Keonjhar to this survey school after completing the training
he joined in the service of the state of Dhanurjaya Bhanja .Dharanidhar was very
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efficient in his work and his talent reached in the ears of the king .But the assistant
manager of the the Keonjhar state named Bichitrananda Das became envious towards
Dharanidhar .
In the meantime Dharanidhar was sent to resolve a conflict between Lungikud and
Godhuli .He succeded to solve it .He prepared a map and with other records .He sent it
to the Raja through a Paik .Then Dharanidhar went to his sister’s house located in
Padmapur. Bichitrananda Das who was in search of an opportunity to defame
Dharanidhar, treacherously obtained these documents .He also obtained endorsement
from a British officer that he himself had done the work .When these documents were
handed over to Dhanurjaya Bhanja,he got annoyed with Dharanidhar and relieved him
from his service .Dharanidhar was hurt by this treacherous action and vowed to take
revenge on Raja Dhanurjaya Bhanja and his Assistant Manager Bichitra nanda Das But
he had to wait for an opportunity which came soon .
The Bhuyans were accumulating their discontent against their tyrannical Raja
Dhanurjaya Bhanja .They were severly exploite by the Raja .They were not prepared to
pay anything to their ruler in return to cultivation of the lands .Because they thought that
the ownership of land belong to them only .Further they were forced to supply timber
and rops for chariot festival .King demanded Bethi from the Bhuyans which was like
gifts .As discussed earlier the Bhuyans believe in old tradition that whoever would sit on
Keonjhar throne he would be of Bhuyans choice .But deviation had occurred due to
interference of the British Government .Even the Comissioner of Odisha granted some
more powers to the king of Keonjhar in the matter of administration .
The British Government had appointed Captain J.Johnstone as the special supervisor of
the administration of Keonjhar state .But in 1871,he was replaced by another British
official named William R .Hunter who was unsympathetic towards the subjects .He
stayed there upto 1877 .During this time ,the Raja and his officials became more
tyrannical as before .However,four years before the rebellion in 1887,Fakir Mohan
Senapati was appointed as the Manager of the Keonjhar State .He was intelligent and
very capable Manager and also loyal to the Rajas .
The immediate cause of the rebellion was the cruel Bethi system .By this abominable
practice,the people were forced into doing labour by the Raja ,the British official and the
royal staff .This practice of forced labour without any payment created hatred among the
Bhuyans against the Rajas and the British Government .The Bhuyans wanted to abolish
this practice .
There was a stream originated from the Jodia hills which was 11km from Keonjhar
town.It was named as Machha Kandana stream .This stream by moving further ,shapes
into a small river .which joins with river Baitarani .The king and his advisors rightly
thought that if a dam across the stream would be constructed ,then the water of this
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stream would be preserved in stead of wastage .It could create a water reservoir which
would help to irrigate the lands .Fakir Mohan Senapati the Manager of the Keonjhar
State estimated the cost of this construction as 10,000 rupees approximately .The plan
was approved by the king .In 1891 the construction work began .The supervision of this
work was given to Bichitrananda Das ,The Assistant Manager of the state .Bichitra
nanda was unpopular among the Bhuyans for his oppressive attitudes .He decided to do
it through Bethi system and engaged the Bhuyans in his work .He declared that the
Bhuyans would take part in the construction of dam without any wages for the
labour.The Bhuyans came to the dam site and engaged in digging and breaking the
stones. They had to work upto noon as first phase and then again to work from 2pm to
evening. There was a break of two hours when the Bhuyans could cook their food and
eat it .Rice was not provided to them .This type of cruel forced labour reached in the
ears of Bhuyans chiefs including Dharanidhar Bhuyan .Being united they met at Pimuli
and decided to kill Bichitrananda Das at the same time ,drive the King out of Keonjhar
.The news reached ears of British Government .twenty Bhuyan Chiefs were arrested
.Among them was Gopal nayak who was the elder bother of Dharmadhar .Gopal Nayak
was sent to jail which infuriated Dharamdhar .He sent letters to the Commissioner about
the cruelty of the Raja and his officials shown to the Bhuyans .Nothing came out
.Therefore Dharmadhar decided to revolt against the Raja who was backed by the British
Government .The Bhuyans,Kols and Juangs of Keonjhar stood behind him .Some tribal
people also joined from neighbouring states .
Dharanidhar and his supporters assembled at Pawari .When it was known to the king he
came to that place but by that time the rebels had left that place .Then Dharani dhar with
other rebels proceeded to Chamakpur .There they killed a former Diwan of Keonjhar
and attacked the paiks of the king .All the communication between Keonjhar and other
places were cut off .Realising the critical situation ,on 7th May 1891,The king fled away
from Keonjhar garh to Anandpur .There he felt that he was not safe there,as he heard
that nearly 5000rebels were moving towards Anandpur .Manager of the states ,Fakir
Mohan Senapati was sent to Cuttack commissioner to apprise the situation .Bengal
Government knowing the critical situation sent H.Dowson ,the Deputy Commissioner of
Chaibasa to suppress the rebellion .This step of the British Government made the
situation worse .Dharma dhar being annoyed with the attitude of the British Government
declared himself as the adopted son of the queen .He held the court at Raisuan .Fakir
Mohan Senapati the manager of the king was captured by the rebels .Considering the
talents and intelligence of Fakir Mohan ,Dharanidhar appointed him as his minister .In
the mean time the king had already return to his palace at Keonjhar .The rebels became
furious .They attempted to occupy the palace but failed .They looted the houses of the
people who didnot extend their support to this revolt .The state treasury was looted
.Being loyal to his service Fakir Mohan wrote a secret letter to his friend Bholanath Dey
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,the surveyor at Anandpur ,that how Dharanidhar and his men were planning to occupy
the palace of Keonjhar and capture the king .In the mean time Dawson had already
reached Keonjhar .The news sent by Fakir Mohan was communicated to him .Dawson
with his troops became alert and took necessary steps to safeguard the palace and the
King .The rebels didnot succeed in their attempt to occupy the palace .Fakir Mohan who
was with Dharanidhar proposed the later to meet Dawson as a courtesy visit .Both
Dharanidhar and Dawson was proceeding towards each other .On the way they met each
other .Dharani Dhar dismounted from his elephant to meet Dawson .But he was betrayed
.He was surrounded by the troops of Dawson .Dharanidhar was arrested and brought to
keonjhar. After it,the rebellion gradually became weak.King was sent to Cuttack and
Wylly ,the British agent took up the administration himself .Fakir Mohan resigned from
his post and left Keonjhar .King sent a petition to the British Government to get back the
throne .It was granted on a condition that one political agent of the British Government
would be in Keonjhar,to supervise the administration .
The rebels were captured and given various punishments from imprisonment to
transportation .Dharanidhar was sent to Cuttack jail for 7 years imprisonement and was
released in 1897.He died in 1944 and thus a nobel soul of the mother land passed aways.
1.8 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1)Discuss the nature of Kondh Rebellion in five lines .
2)Give an account of the Paik rebellion .Answer in ten lines .
3)Narrate the role of Surendra Sai in 1857 Revolt .Answer in five lines .
4)Give an account of the Keonjhar Uprisings under Ratna Nayak .Answer in five lines .

1.9 LET US SUM UP
The resistance movements of Odisha in the 19th century were sensational chapters of
history of region. The spirit of nationalism found a sudden expression in the form of
resistance movement against the imposition of British rule in the nineteenth century. The
rebellions in Odisha of nineenth century was precursor to the frreedom movement. It
created a backdrop for the coming events that shook the foundation of the British rule in
India. Some historians criticize that the leaders of the movemnets were fighting for thier
gaddi or throne. But, the rulers were backed by the British Government in this way these
rebellions generated a spirit of nationalism. The uprisings were mainly a tribal rebellion
and the guerrilla warfare raised by Surendra Sai and others against the superior military
force of the British forms an epic age of patriotism and sacrifice. The popular nature of
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the revolt was evident, when the British tried to crush it with utmost brutality against the
rebels as well as civilian population. For the people of Odisha, the rebellions remained a
source of inspiration in the freedom struggle against colonial rule.The spirit of
nationalism found a sudden expression in the form of resistance movements against the
imposition of British rule in the nineteenth century.
The British occupation of Odisha was immediately followed by public reaction giving
rise to Resistance movements .It started in the form insubordination against the British
authorities .It was argued that the peasant movement here we discussed were highly
localised and hugely neglected .The struggle took its inspiration from ethnic and
religious belief ,that truth become itself a mysterious, their lack of mixing in high class
society because of their serious consciousness ,created a sense of hindrance to mobilise
the society in national lavel .Despite of being social order ,their high technique armed
forces modern warfare make them success .These movement are highly significant as
they created a enthusiasm in later generation of youth somehow these uprising remain
isolated but its left behind huge mark in the realm of history .These movements were
highly significant as they created an enthusiasm among the youth to participate in Indian
National Movement which spread far and wide .And at the end ,India attained
Independence on 15th August ,1947 .
1.10 KEY WORDS
Drain of Wealth: The British enriched themselves without investing anything in India.
The drain of wealth theory was systemically initiated by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1867 and
further analysed and developed by R.P.Dutt, M.G.Ranade. By this drain, India became
poorer day by day, whereas the colonial rulers became rich .
Land Revenue- Revenue levied on agricultural land
Meriah–A name generally applied to the victims kept for sacrifice and hence it is also
applied to the human sacrifice of konds .
Ulugulan- Revolt of Surendra Sai

1.11 ANSWER TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1)see sec 2.4
2)see sec 2.5
3)see sec 2.6
4)see sec 2.7
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UNIT-2: THE FAMINE OF 1866: CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES
Structure:
2.1: Learning Objectives
2.2: Introduction
2.3: Causes of the Great Famine of Odisha, 1866
2.3.1: The Drought of 1865
2.3.2: Shortage of surplus food grains during the famine
2.3.3: Artificial scarcity of food grains
2.3.4: Salt monopoly of the British administration
2.3.5: Economic misery of the people
2.3.6: Administrative ignorance to the development of agriculture in
Odisha
2.3.7: Stagnancy in the Government machinery
2.3.8: Lack of road and transport
2.3.9: Educational backwardness and absence of media
2.3.10: Responsibility of Thomas Eric Ravenshaw
2.4: Exercise
2.5: Course of the Great Famine
2.5.1: Early phase of the Great Famine
2.5.2: Inspection by Sir Cecil Beadon
2.5.3:` Breaking of Early Monsoon
2.5.4: End of the famine
2.5.5: Inquiry Commission Report
2.6: Consequences and Post famine circumstances of the Great Famine
2.6.1: Demographic casualties
2.6.2: Post famine development measures in Odisha
2.7: Conclusion
2.8: Answer to check your progress
2.9: Exercise
2.10: Let us sum up
2.11: Key Words
2.12: Further Reading
2.1: Learning Objectives;
In this unit, we will be studying the causes and consequences of the Great Famine of
1866 in Odisha. After studying this unit the learners will be able to Understand major famines in India during the British rule.
 Understand the various factors that led Odisha towards the Famine of 1866.
 Interpret the contemporary socio-economic condition of the people of Odisha.
 Understand how the famine became a blessing in disguise for the people of
Odisha.
 Evaluate various policies introduced by the British administration during and
after the famine of 1866 in Odisha.
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2.2: Introduction
A Famine is an acute episode of extreme
shortage of food that results in excess
mortality due to starvation or hungerinduess diseases. Famine had been a
persistent feature of the life of the people of
India primarily due to the high level of
dependency on Indian agriculture in a
particular climatic phenomenon. i.e., the
monsoon winds. In most cases, prolonged
droughts and policy failures collectively led
to major Indian famines. However, in the
human history we come across recurrent
occurrences of famine dating back to 400
BCE.
Fig-1/2: Major famine and India during the British Rule in India

There were nearly 25 major famines in India during the British rule. The frequency of
severe and repeated famine reached its numerically ultimate during the late eighteenth
and whole of nineteenth centuries. Among the deadly famines in modern India, the great
famine of 1866 in Odisha is considered to be a major one with mortality of one-third of
the population of the state. The great famine of Odisha was an unparalleled natural
calamity provoked by human recklessness. It caused great damage and untold miseries
for millions of people living over an area covering from Ganjam North-eastward up to
parts of Southern Bengal. In the Odisha division the tragedy was most concentrated in
the district of Puri, Cuttack, Balesore and the tributary states where out of a total
population of 37 Lakhs about 10 Lakhs people died. The famine broke out during the
viceroyalty of Sir John Lawrence (1864-66). The carelessness of the British
administrators in charge of the Odisha division coupled with natural calamity and
economic disasters were responsible to this terrible famine. The famine of 1866 is also
termed as “Na-Anka Durbikhya” because it took place in the ninth regnal year of
Gajapati Divyasinghadeva. As a matter of fact the one-third of the population of Odisha
perished by the devastating famine but the post-famine circumstances created an echo of
pathos, mainly in the undivided coastal district of Puri, Cuttack and Balasore. Let us
discuss the factors that led to the great famine of 1866.
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2.3: Causes of the Great Famine of Odisha, 1866
In almost all cases the
outbreak of famine has
multiple causes so also in
the case of Odisha’s great
famine of 1866. Some
experts have tried to trace
the causes of the famine of
1866 to long factors. The
fertility of the land was
reduced because of the
heavy land rental, poor
cattle, lack of manure, lack
of irrigation and lack of
Fig-3: A scene from the Great Famine of 1866 in Odisha
rotation of crops along with
heavy land rent. It was also observed that salt manufacturers (Malangis) and weavers
moved to agriculture as they were thrown out of their work and their occupation became
unremunerated because of the imported goods.
 Here are some unavoidable reasons that led the people of Odisha to face a
horrible famine in the year 1866.
 The Drought of 1865
 Shortage of surplus food grains during the famine
 Artificial Scarcity of Food Grains
 The salt monopoly of the British administration
 The economic misery of the people
 Administrative ignorance to the development of agriculture in
Odisha
 Stagnancy in the Government machinery
 Lack of Road and Transport
 Educational backwardness and absence of media
 Responsibility of Thomas Eric Ravenshaw

2.3.1: The Drought of 1865
One of the major factors for the outbreak of famine of 1866 in Odisha was the severe
drought in the previous year. The famine has already shown its symptoms in the year
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1865 when the rainy season began early and during October and November, there was
no rainfall. The cultivable lands became parched and the crops were ruined coming
under the burning sun. In the same year, one-third of the total annual crops were reaped
by the cultivators. The peasants could not preserve foodstuff in that year for the future.
2.3.2: Shortage of surplus food grains during the famine
Shortage of surplus food grains created yet another challenging circumstance among the
common people of Odisha. The contemporary Odisha was well known for its different
varieties of rice production and it was exported on a massive scale every year. On
average 20,000 tons of rice were exported annually from Odisha as the records of the
last six years, preceding 1866, revealed. In the year 1865, 33000 tons of rice were
imported from Odisha by the wealthy Telingah Koomtees of Madras Presidency who
sold the rice to a French company named Messers and Chariol Co., with huge profit. By
this export, the entire surplus of the year 1864, was exhausted.
2.3.3: Artificial scarcity of food grains
The monopoly of the rice merchants played
another vital role by creating an artificial
scarcity of food grains in the market. The
government also failed miserably to control
trade and commerce properly. The price of
rice and other essential goods rose higher
and higher as a result of the hoarding policy
of the merchant class. The government
would have regulated trade and commerce
by taking those merchants into the task and
fixing a reasonable price of rice which was
essential goods. So, the merchants got an
upper hand by monopolising the sale of rice
at high prices which made the condition of
the common people more and more
miserable. Government imports were needed badly to dampen the prices. But,
unfortunately, the members of the Board of Revenue and of course T.E. Ravenshaw the
then commissioner of Odisha were armed with the Laissez-Faire policy for which did
not want to interfere with the market forces. However, there were no strong inborn
intellectuals to intimate the British government about such a horrible condition of the
land. Had it been so, the government would have felt the pulse of the situation and
would have taken safety measures to deal with the situation.
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2.3.4: Salt monopoly of the British administration
The Marathas dig out more revenue from the people of Odisha but never interfered in
the business of the Malangis (Salt Manufacturers). Before the British occupation of
Odisha, the Malangis were involved in trading with the salt to make their living.
However, with the occupation of Odisha, the Britishers imposed their monopoly over the
manufacture and sale of salt. Henceforth the East India Company (EIC) waged the
Malangis in its service of the manufacturing of salt. Though the wage was very low, the
Malangis somehow sustained their families. But after the fine quality of salt from
Liverpool entered the Odishan market, in the year 1863, twenty-six thousand Malangis
lost their job. Private manufacture of salt was discouraged. The condition of the
Malangis became more deplorable. They were unable to engage themselves in agrarian
activities to earn some wages due to the sudden stoppage of rain. The British
administration also did not arrange any alternate jobs for them.
2.3.5: Economic misery of the people
The “Thirty Years Revenue Settlement” introduced in Odisha by the East India
Company in the year 1837 was going to expire in 1866. Apprehending the enhancement
of revenue, the people considerably reduced the area under cultivation from 1864. This
attitude was adopted to show less ownership of land at the time of settlement which will
fix less revenue on a land-holder. The British government had calculated the mind of
these people well. So, it intentionally delayed the progression of settlement which they
would have started during the year 1864. The people of Odisha did not get a smell of it.
The reduction of cultivable land from 1864 ultimately weakened the economic condition
of the people of this territory which was upon agrarian economy.
2.3.6: Administrative ignorance to the development of agriculture in Odisha
As stated earlier, the economic backbone of the people of Odisha was agriculture but the
East India Company had ignored the development of agriculture in Odisha after its
occupation. Due to the unavailability of irrigation facilities, the farmers of the land had
to rely entirely on the rainy season for agriculture. In 1865, the rainfall ceased in
September and by the end of October, rice became rare and costly. It increased the
troubles of the peasants and the zamindars who thought it would be difficult to pay
revenue in time. Muspratt, the Collector of Balasore forwarded a petition of the local
zamindars who had prayed for the postponement of revenue due to the inability of the
peasants to pay rent for the failure of crops on 26 October 1865. Conversely, at the helm
of the British administration, the higher authorities did not pay attention to this genuine
demand.
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2.3.7: Stagnancy in the Government Machinery
It is the sole responsibility of the Government to take care of its subject and understand
the need of their difficult time. Even Thomas Eric Ravenshaw, the Commissioner of
Odisha, could not able to figure out the miserable circumstance of the people. The
relation between the British administration and the people of Odisha was too poor. There
was no connection between the ruler and the ruled. There were several reasons for which
the common people of Odisha were unable to communicate their problems directly to
the British authority such as linguistic, literacy issues and the English officers did not
visit remote villages. So, they were quite unaware about the condition of the local people
during the famine.
2.3.8: Lack of Road and Transport
Though the government had anticipated importing food grains from Kolkota, it became
unsuccessful because of the monsoon, so the plan could not be materialised. If there had
been a good transportation competence between Odisha and Kolkota, the government
would have easily brought food grains from Kolkota to meet the demand of the people
of Odisha. Hence the lack of road and transportation facilities served as another
important aspect for the outbreak of the famine in 1866. The unmetalled road linked
Odisha with Kolkota and it was crossed by several unbridged rivers that dejected the
traders of Odisha to have any commercial link with Kolkota. Finally, during the rainy season,
it was impossible to have a link with Kolkota because contemporary coastal Odisha had
no harbour.
2.3.9: Educational backwardness and absence of media
Illiteracy in Odisha had made the people intellectually in reverse and this became
another chief factor for the outbreak of the famine of 1866 in Odisha. Being
educationally backwards they could not realize the importance of the situation and
further, they did not apprehend in their mind the possible difficulties which they were
supposed to face in the coming days.
Further, there were no media to raise the precarious condition of the state. No native
daily newspaper was being circulated which would have mirrored the tragic condition of
the people and the government would have taken notice of it.
2.3.10: Responsibility of T. E. Ravenshaw
Last but not the least, the then Commissioner of Odisha Thomas
Eric Ravenshaw, was principally accountable for the occurrence of
the famine of 1866 in Odisha. No doubt the Commissioner was newly
appointed to this land but he must have an idea about the miserable
condition of the people. He took the references of his subordinate
officers casually and failed to understand the seriousness of the situation.
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Had he taken it seriously and geared up the government machinery, Odisha would not have come
under the grip of dreadful famine.
Check Your Progress
1. Why was the famine of 1866 also termed as the “Na Anka Durbhikhya”?
Ans: ………………………………………………………………….
2. In which year the fine quality of salt from liverpool entered to the Odishan market?
Ans: …………………………...……………………………………..
3. In the year 1865, approximately what amount of rice were imported from Odisha
by the wealthy Telingah Koomtees of Madras Presidency?
Ans: ………………………………………………………………….
4. Name the collecter of Puri during the Famine of 1866?
Ans: ……………………………………………………………….....
5. Who was the commissioner of Odisha during the Famine of 1866?
Ans: ………………………………………………………………….

2.4: Exercise





What were the major factors that led the people of Odisha to face the great
Famine of 1866?
How did the Salt monopoly of the British administration affect the Malangis?
“The Stagnancy among the British machinery was largely responsible to aggravate
the situation” Justify.
What was the economic condition of the people of Odisha during the Famine?

2.5: Course of the Great Famine
2.5.1: Early phase of the Famine
The causes mentioned earlier were responsible for the outbreak of famine. It began In October
1865 when there was an acute shortage of food grains in the market. As discussed earlier, G.N.
Barlow, the Collector of Puri wrote to T.E. Ravenshaw, the then Commissioner regarding this
alarming situation. Not resorting to any liberation, T.E. Ravenshaw wrote to the Bengal
government as such:
"There is no doubt plenty of grain in the country, and I am confident that sooner or later it
will find Its way Into the market. I have impressed on all who have applied to me the
necessity of patience and the entire non-interference with the natural course of trade, as
the demand will certainly regulate the supply eventually."Initial reports on famine
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The data flourished by G.N. Barlow
concerning the malnutrition death at Parikud
and Malud did not make Ravenshaw worry.
As grains were not available in the local
markets
Barlow
had
recommended
undertaking public works by giving wages in
terms of food grains to labourers. The Bengal
Government sanctioned financial assistance
for the construction of roads but denied paying
the labourers in terms of food grain. No food
grains were imported from outside. In the
early part of December 1865, Ravenshaw
proposed the creation of a relief committees
and went on visits to the Tributary Mahals.

Fig-5:Regulated district of Odisha Divison (1866-1921)
Source: Famine Comission Report, 1866, Part-II

2.5.2: Inspection by Sir Cecil Beadon
After visiting Cuttack from 13 to 19
February 1866, Sir Cecil Beadon, the
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, advised the
Rajas and local zamindars to redress the
grievances of the people by providing them
relief. Beadon neither seriously visualise the
situation, nor the subordinates projected the
true picture of the famine before him out of
fear. The situation get worse by the end of
March, the prisons were crammed with
criminals who had committed crimes just to
get food inside the jail. The severity of the
situation was fully understood by the
Commissioner himself when the starving
mob crushed him down at Balasore on his
Fig-6: Sir Cecil Beadon
return journey from Mayurbhanj in March
The then Lieutenant Governor of Bengal
1866. Then, he instantly tabled a letter to the
Board of Revenue and his letter was uncared
for. Finally in May, when Ravenshaw pressurised upon providing ration to the troops at
Cuttack to feed the prisoners and hungry people, the Board ordered for the import of
rice.
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2.5.3: Breaking of Early Monsoon
As stated earlier the communication facilities that connect the Odisha division to other
important centres of British administration was very poor. The government has
scheduled to import rice and essentially approved a sum of Rupees 25,00,000 for the
same by the end of June 1866. But the rainy season had set in and the sea had become
rough. It was also almost unmanageable to import food due to the absence of a good
road and transport system. However, the rice was made available at Cuttack after August
but the people of Odisha fell in the clutch of a devastating flood in September. Even
with the distribution of cooked food in 88 centres were unable to control the death toll
that was too high due to the outbreak of epidemics like Cholera. At last, these reliefs
centres were also closed down. The death cases were around 10, 00,000, which was
nearly one-third of the population of the province as per the calculation of the
government and the report of the famine commission later. On the whole, the Famine
Commissioner blamed the Board of Revenue and the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal as
well as the commissioner of Odisha Division for not taking the proper action in time.
2.5.4: End of the Great Famine
The famine was declared over by December 1867. A satisfactory amount of relief
measures had been launched for the people of Odisha by this time. The agriculturalists
had been provided sufficient seed grains, through the zamindars. The government also
supplied the same to them at a cheap price. Nevertheless, contributions were collected
by the administration from the Rajas, zamindars and rich people and dispersed among
the destitute. Financial assistance was settled to cover houses and for fixing the same.
Monetary help was paid to the orphan boys and girls on monthly basis. For the
matrimonial of each orphan girl, twenty rupees were given. Free health services and
medicine were provided to the people. Christian missionaries rendered commendable
service to the destitute. The zamindars were granted remission of revenues with the
condition that, in retrospect, they would remit the revenue for the royat. An extra
allowance was granted to the government servants to meet the high cost of living. By
adopting such measures, the government became successful in meeting the faminestricken people of Odisha.
2.5.5: Inquiry Commission Report
An enquiry commission was formed in December 1866, by the order of the Secretary of
State for India to investigate the reasons, situations and range of the famine. The
Commission has comprised of three members viz. George Campbell, the President, W.E.
Morton and H.L Dampier, were the two other members. The Commission submitted its
report on 6 April 1867. The Commission figured out that besides several unavoidable
circumstances, the carelessness of governmental authorities and blunders of certain
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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individual officers were responsible for such a misfortune. The report of the committee
to this effect runs thus:
"Odisha, by that time almost isolated from the rest of India;
the only road, leading to Calcutta across a country
intersected by large rivers and liable to inundation was
unmetalled ara unbridged and there was very little
communication by sea …………….."
However, the committee examined the distinctiveness of the supervision of Odisha
directed from the Bengal Presidency. The Famine Commission observed :
"…….it may be said that the country is administered
judicially and not by the executive power. The executive
runs but does not govern. It… avoids interference with
the affairs of the mass of the people."
The circumstances were not studied properly by the Commissioner of Odisha for which
it reached the depths of despair. However, Lt. Governor Cecil Beadon’s superficial
study of the circumstances made the condition more critical for the people of Odisha.
2.6: Consequences and Post Famine Circumstances of the Great Famine
The man-made famine hit severely three districts of Odisha namely, Cuttack, Puri and
Balasore. The carelessness of the Government, the self-centeredness of the zamindars
and the self-indulgence of the Mahajan provoked the situation to such an unparalleled
extent that the famine caused about ten lakh deaths which were almost one-third of the
whole population of Odisha. In the district of Puri alone, especially the strip bordering
the Chilika lake, the mortality rate was high.
The outcomes of the “Na-Anka Durbhikhya” were comprehensive. It indicated the failure
of the British administrative set-up in Odisha to look after the people. A debate based on
the famine was placed in August 1867 in the House of Commons in England. Sir
Strafford Northcote, the Secretary of State for India. Said thus:
“The catastrophe must always remain a monument of our failure,
humiliation to the people of this country, to the Government of
this country and to those of our Indian officials of whom we had
been prefabs a little too profit; At the same time, we must hope
that we might derive from it lessons which might be of real value
to ourselves, and that out of this deplorable evil good of no
the significant kind might ultimately arise."
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2.6.1: Demographic casualties
Table-1: Distribution of total Famine death and class composition of
Dead victims in the districts of Cuttack, Puri and Balasore in the 1866
famine.
Districts

Total Death

Cultivators

Labourers

Artisans

Cuttack

3,78,009

1,83,887

93,346

99,776

Puri

2,13,944

1,01,895

73,734

36,333

Balasore

2,17,608

1,32,997

39,288

39,795

Total

8,09,561
4,18,779
2,09,368
1,81,414
(Source: GOI/Home/Public, January 1868, Nos 21-22, Part A;
“Final Report on Mortality during the Late Famine”.)

Of course, the immediate results of the famine were sorrowful. It took away the onethird population of Odisha. The people left villages and came to towns. Wife left
husband, parents sold their children for food, and crimes were multiplied. Chaos and
confusion prevailed everywhere in Odisha. Epidemics followed the famine and made the
life of people more miserable. In one respect the famine of 1866 was different from
other famines. In this famine the ‘Rayats’, agricultural labourers and artisans all died in
large numbers. In the famine of 1866, some of the small zamindars and substantial
rayats were also affected to some extent but not in later famines. In the later famines of
the Odisha division, only marginal rayats were affected along with the agricultural
labourer and weavers. Table-1 shows that the largest numbers of deaths were among the
cultivators to total population was high. However, the Famine Commission of 1866
concluded that the calamity affected all the classes of people but that the agricultural
labourers and the artisans suffered more than the Rayats.
2.6.2: Post famine development measures in Odisha
The famine of 1866 was a blessing in disguise. It ushered in a new epoch in the field of
administration in Odisha. The authoritative attitude and carelessness of the government
were relegated to the distant background. On the other hand, the government adopted a
sympathetic attitude towards the people of Odisha. Basing on the recommendation of the
Famine Commission of Odisha, the Government of India framed famine relief policies
for the entire country. Much emphasis was put upon the system of village relief adopted
during the Odisha famine and it was incorporated in Famine Codes for future guidance.
The government in Odisha adopted certain benevolent measures. By the efforts of T.E.
Ravenshaw, the construction and improvement of the embankment in Banki and Aul
took place. For the promotion of trade and commerce, Odisha was linked with other
provinces through Pucca roads. To facilitate transport and communication, railway lines
passed from Bengal to distant South via Odisha.
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In order to face the situation during natural calamities, importance of education was felt.
T. E. Ravenshaw galvanised the government machinery for the promotion of education
in Odisha. He established several vernacular schools in rural areas. He emphasized the
Odia language which should form the medium of instruction. To educate the Odia
youths, he converted the Cuttack Zilla School into Ravenshaw College, which formed
the nucleus of educational activities in the state. In the later period, this premier
institution produced a galaxy of brilliant students who distinguished themselves in
various fields. He was also instrumental in the establishment of a medical school and a
training school in 1866 and 1869 respectively, at Cuttack.
2.7: Conclusion
Hence, it can be resolved that the famine of 1866 was due to both failures in agrarian
production and a deterioration in the income of several classes of people in Odisha. The
prices rose by four to five times compared to the pre-famine years. But these were not
very much higher than the adjoining district such as Midnapur and Ganjam. So the
private merchants were not interested to import grains into Odisha. Odisha was cut off
from the external world as it did not have any better communication with Kolkota and
Chennai nor any good docks which could be operated during the rainy season. The
unprecedented floods came in August 1866. Folks from all classes, including Raiyats,
died during this famine. The roots of the death were starvation and diseases such as
Diarrhea, Cholera, and Smallpox. The famine had a profound impact on social
behaviour in the Odisha division. It created a new caste called Chhatra Khia, those who
took food anywhere irrespective of place, religion, and caste. However, Odisha gained
some special attention from the British administration after it had lost about a million
people by the end of the famine of 1866. A steamer facility was opened in 1871 and
roads were constructed connecting Odisha with Kolkota and Chennai. Labourers got
supplementary service in the public works and canal constructions. The famine of 1866
proved to be a turning point in the history of modern Odisha. The famine of 1866 was
unforgettable in many ways. By gearing up the mental horizon of the Odias through the
new arrangement of education, enabling their communication with the outer world
through the construction of roads and railways on a huge scale, thereby breaking its
economic and geographical remoteness and giving a pass to the people of Odisha to get
into the modern developments. On the other hand, the catastrophic scene, of the famine
was so tough that hardly be wiped out from the memory of the people.
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2.8: Answer to Check Your Progress






Answer to Question No.1:
Answer to Question No.2:
Answer to Question No.3:
Answer to Question No.4:
Answer to Question No.5:

See SectionSee SectionSee SectionSee SectionSee Section-

5.1
5.2.4
5.2.2
5.4.1
5.2.7

2.9: Exercise




Throw light on the demographic casualty due to the Great Famine of 1866 in
Odisha.
The Great Famine was a ‘blessing in disguise for the people of Odisha. Justify.
What were the consequences of the famine of Odisha in 1866?

2.10: Let us Sum up











There were nearly 25 major famines during the British rule in India, spread all
over the regions of India
Among the deadly famines in India under British rule, the great famine of 1866
in Odisha is considered as one of the major ones with mortality of one-third of
the then population of the state.
The famine of 1866 is also termed “Na-Anka Durbhikhya” because it took place
in the ninth regnal year of Gajapati Divyasinghadeva.
The famine has already shown its symptoms in the year 1865 when the rainy
season began early and during October and November, there was no rainfall.
On average 20,000 tons of rice were exported annually from Odisha as the
records of the last six years, preceding 1866, revealed. In the year 1865, 33000
tons of rice were imported from Odisha by the wealthy Telingah Koomtees of
Madras Presidency who sold the rice to a French Company named Messers and
Chariol Co,
When the fine quality of salt from Liverpool entered the Odishan market, in the
year 1863, twenty-six thousand Malangis lost their job.
The thirty years revenue settlement which had been introduced in Odisha by the
East India Company in 1837 was to expire in 1866.
Even if the government had desired to import food grains from Kolkota, it failed
miserably in that task because due to the monsoon the plan could not be
materialised
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2.11: Key Words




Koomtees: A wealthy merchant community of Madras division.
Laissez-Faire: The policy of allowing private business to develop without
government control.
Malangis: The Salt Manufacturer community of Odisha.
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UNIT-3: GROWTH OF MODERN EDUCATION AND
LANGUAGE MOVEMENT
Structure
3.1 Objectives of the learning
3.2 Growth of Modern Education: Introduction
3.3 Pre-British Period Education in Odisha
3.3.1. Factors responsible for the spread of English Education
3.3.2. Impact of Macauley
3.3.3. Wood’s Despatch
3.3.4. Spread of Vernacular Education in Odisha
3.4. Secondary Education in Odisha
3.5. Lord Ripon and the Hunter Commission
3.6. Development of Higher Education in Odisha
3.7. Technical Education in Odisha during the British period
3.8. Colonial approach towards education in Odisha
3.9. Conclusion
3.10. Language Movement: Introduction
3.11. The Emergence of Socio-Political and public Associations in 19th c.
3.12. Utkala Sammilani (1903-1920)
3.13. Conclusion
3.14. Let us sum up
3.15. Exercise
3.17. Further Reading

3.1: Objectives of The Learning
This unit will throw light on the development of education under the British rule in
Odisha as well as the role of the Odia Movement for the Growth of socio-political and
Public associations in the 19th Century. After studying this unit the learners will be able
to:
 Know the development measures taken by the British authorities for the growth
of education in Odisha.




Know about the growth of press and journalism in Odisha
Understand the role of the Odia Movement in the formation of modern Odisha
Understand the development of socio-political and public associations in the 19th
Century
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3.2: MODERN EDUCATION IN ODISHA: INTRODUCTION
In ancient ages, the Hindu and Buddhist centres of education such as Taxila and Nalanda
were very well-known institutions. At the outset, education was confined to the
ecclesiastical class when the teaching was confined to traditional fundamentals such as
religion, logic or philosophy. The ancient Gurukul system of education is one of the
oldest and was dedicated to the highest ideals of all-around human development:
physical, mental and spiritual. Gurukuls were traditional Hindu residential schools of
learning; typically the temples, the teacher's house or a monastery. At the Gurukuls, the
guru or the teacher imparted knowledge of religion, scriptures, philosophy, literature,
warfare, statecraft, medicine, astrology and history. The first millennium and the few
centuries preceding it saw the flourishing of higher education at Nalanda, Takshashila,
Ujjain and Vikramshila. Art, architecture, painting, logic, grammar, philosophy,
astronomy, literature, Buddhism, Hinduism, law, and medicine were among the subjects.
After the Islamic invasions, education was imparted in India with the establishment of
the Mqtabas and Madrasas which were the seats of learning. A new era began in the
field of education with the advent of the British in India. A new system of education in
India was introduced by the British which was different from the earlier education
system. The first primary school was established in 1822 by the missionaries. This
attempt of the British put Odisha on the path of modernization through the growth of
education in Odisha. Especially after the Great Famine of 1866 several developing
measures were taken by the authority. Consequently, education in Odisha headed to a
new era under the British administration. In this unit, an effort is made to analyse the
development of education in Odisha during the British period.

3.3: PRE-BRITISH PERIOD EDUCATION IN ODISHA
In Odisha, the traditional education system prevailed in the ancient and medieval
periods. The education system of Odisha under British rule was neglected in its earlier
phase. Christian missionaries made the beginning of modern education in Odisha under
the East India Company by printing the old and new testaments in Odia. The Odia
literature was taught to the pupils including the Bhagavata of Jagannatha Das and
Puranas. There were no Odia schools managed by the kings of Odisha by that time.
Thus, education in the Pre-British period was very little in Odisha.
3.3.1: Factors Responsible For The Spread Of English Education
Let discuss some important factors that were responsible for the spread of English
education in Odisha under British rule;
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Earlier the British administration did not emphasize the growth of English education In
the beginning, the East India Company was much apathetic to the growth of English
education in Odisha. But the British authority soon understood that if the people of
Odisha would not be well familiar with English, their administration and the entire
system would not work properly. Hence, they took an interest in the development of
English education in Odisha.
The lack of education proved to be a prime reason for the outbreak of the Great Famine
of 1866 in Odisha which exposed the British negligence to the field of education in
Odisha. Hence during the post-famine period, several development measures were taken
by the British administration for the growth of education in Odisha.
Another important factor was that the Christian missionaries to spread Christianity
helped Odia people by spreading English education. The chief objective of these
missionaries was to preach the words of Jesus Christ to the natives. They prepared the
Odia letters and printed the first Odia Bible in the year 1804. The New Testament was
translated in 1809 by Pandit Mrutyunjay Vidyalankar. This translation was possible due
to the efforts of three missionaries namely Me. Carry, Marshman and Ward.
Recruitment of the Odias in the Govemment service became advantageous to the British
because they could give less salary in comparison to others. Charles Grant, a member of
the British Parliament and Lord Minto, the Governor-General took several steps for the
growth of English education in India. The necessity for educated persons to help the
British administration was the need of the hour.
3.3.2: Impact of Lord Macauley
In 1835 lord William Bentick, the then Governor-General of India appointed a
committee with Lord Macauley as its president. The committee was formed to give its
recommendation on the promotion of education in India. Lord Bentinck accepted the
resolution submitted by the committee. Subsequently the British took measures to open
English schools in Odisha. Earlier the English medium schools were established by the
Christian missionaries. They had opened a few schools which proved fruitful. The
mission school in northern Odisha was opened on 1st June 1822. And after that, the
government took over the accountability of fifteen native schools.
The first English School was established in 1836 at Puri. The Cuttack English School
was established in 1823-24 by the Christian missionaries and its management was
transferred to the Government in 1836. Hence Cuttack Missionary School became
popular and Puri English School was shut down after two years of its commencement. In
1853 Government established an English School at Balasore and at the same time
reestablished the Puri School. Subsequently, Zilla Schools were established at Balasore,
Puri and Cuttack to create a class of English educated people to help in the work of the
British administration in Odisha.
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3.3.3: Wood’s Despatch
The Woods Despatch of 1854 was a landmark in the history of the spread of English
education in India. It was the Magna Carta of English education in India. Some of the
milestones in spreading education in Colonial India were Hunter Commission, 1882, the
Indian Universities Act, 1904, the Sadler Commission, 1917-19, the Hartog Commission
of 1929, the Wardha Scheme of Basic Education of 1937, Sargeant Plan of 1944. The
ideas and pedagogical methods of education during the colonial period, from 1757 to
1947, were contested terrain. The British East India Company ruled some parts of India
from 1764 to 1858. Very few Company officials were scholars of Sanskrit, Persian, and
Tamil and promoted "Oriental" learning, which was classical, demotic learning in
indigenous languages. However, they were outnumbered by "Anglicists," those who
denigrated "Oriental" learning and advocated the introduction of institutions for Western
learning based upon the British curriculum with English as the medium of instruction.
By the early nineteenth century, when English was made the official language of
government business, British policy promoted a cheap, trickle-down model for colonial
education. When the British crown abolished Company rule in 1858, government
universities existed only in Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennai. About two thousand
students studied at thirteen government colleges in all of British India, and another
30,000 students were in government secondary schools. The direct rule did not change
the decision to deemphasize primary education to provide occupational training for
young Indians.
3.3.4: Development of Vernacular Education In Odisha
The Zilla School at Sambalpur assumed the status of the Anglo-Vernacular School. The
strategy of placing Middle English schools on a vernacular basis helped the Odias for
the spread of English Education. On the other hand, T. E. Ravenshaw looked after the
832 Pathasalas or indigenous village schools. Thus it galvanized the process of the
growth of primary education in Odisha. Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati of
Paralakhemundi gave impetus for the spread of primary education in Odisha. By 1947
the number of primary schools increased to 6998 in Odisha.
3.4: SECONDARY EDUCATION IN ODISHA
Besides primary education, secondary education also received a fresh impetus from
Wood's Despatch. The Middle Vernacular Schools, Middle English Schools and the
High Schools were established for the growth of education in Odisha. In the Middle
Vernacular School, English was not a compulsory subject. The Middle Vernacular
Schools added two years of education after the upper primary stage. In the Middle
English School, English was a compulsory subject in the curriculum. M.E. School also
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had four years of courses of study. High Schools also provided four years after the M.E.
School. Accordingly, private High Schools were established at Cuttack. The Pyari
Mohan Academy which began as a ME School in 1875 assumed the status of a High
School in 1879. The Victoria School at Cuttack also assumed the status of a High School
in 1888. By the end of the nineteenth century, there were 12 High Schools and 82 M.E.
Schools in north Odisha and 4 High Schools and 26 ME Schools in South Odisha.
3.5: LORD RIPON AND THE HUNTER COMMISSION
The Hunter Commission was constituted under the Chairmanship of W.W. Hunter in
1882 by Lord Ripon, the Viceroy of India. According to the recommendation of the
commission, the private schools and colleges were opened in several towns of Odisha.
Pandit Gopabandhu Das established Satyavadi Bakula Vanavidyalaya at Sakshigopal in
1909. The Panchasakhas of modern Odisha like Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Acharya
Harihara, Pandit Nilakantha Das, Pandit Godavarish Mishra and Pandit Krupasindhu
Mishra took over the charge of this school for the growth of education in Odisha. The
creation of Odisha as a separate province created an urge in the mind of the leaders of
Odisha for spreading edutation in Odisha. By 1947, there were 42 High Schools and 61
M.E. Schools in Odisha.
3.6: GROWTH OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN ODISHA
During the post-famine of 1866, the British Government thought of emphasizing the
development of higher education in Odisha. The establishment of Ravenshaw College in
1868 began a new era in the field of higher education in Odisha. In 1968, the Cuttack
Zilla School was converted into a Collegiate School with the opening of FA (First Arts)
class only having facility for teaching of intermediate standard. After that by the
recommendation of T.E. Ravenshaw, it was converted to a Degree College. In 1878
Maharaja Krushna Chandra Bhanja donated 20,000 rupees for the construction of a new
college building. Till 1878, Ravenshaw College was the only college in Odisha which
was providing higher education. The Berhampur Zilla School was improved into a
Collegiate School with the addition of FA classes in 1878. By the recommendation of
the Hunter Commission, privatization was encouraged and that school became
Berhampur Native College and in 1893 it became Khallikote College when Raja Harihar
Mardaraj Dev granted land for it. In 1896 another college was established at
Parlakhernundi by Maharaja Gourachandra Dev: It was a Junior (Second Grade) college
till 1936. In 1937 it was upgraded. S.B. Women's College was also established at
Cuttack. There were only seven reputed colleges in Odisha such as Ravenshaw College,
Cuttack, Khalikote College, Berhampur; S.K.C.G. College, Parlakhemundi, S.B.
Women's College, Cuttack; G.M. College, Sambalpur, S.C.S. College, Puri and F.M.
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College, Balasore. Besides the above colleges, one Training College was established at
Cuttack which later on became famous as Radha Nath Training College. All these
colleges were established in Odisha during the British period for providing higher
education in the state.
3.7: TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN ODISHA DURING THE BRITISH PERIOD
In course of time to fulfil, the need of the British administration also provided technical
education to the people of Odisha. The Odisha School of Engineering was opened at
Cuttack in 1923 which at present is known as the Bhubanananda Engineering School.
On the other hand, the Boys' Industrial School at Balasore was started in Balasore by the
American Baptist Mission and education was imparted in carpentry, book-binding, cane
work, painting, cement work etc. Two weaving institutes were opened at Sambalpur and
Cuttack districts. In 1876 the Odisha Medical School was established which worked
with inciting effect from 1917 which was recognized as the S.C.B. Medical College and
Hospital. 35 special schools for Scheduled castes and 19 schools for Scheduled tribes
were established at Angul and Sambalpur in 1917.
3.8: COLONIAL APPROACH TO EDUCATION IN ODISHA
The British had initiated modern education in Odisha. But it did not move fast. The
reasons for slow progress is as follows:
 The British were quite apathetic towards the spread of higher education in
Odisha.
 Although it wanted that the people of Odisha should learn English, it never
wanted to make them highly educated. It simply wanted a working knowledge of
English to create a clerical class of people as it wanted in the case of India also.
 Higher education was very expensive. The British Government never wanted to
spend more on education that would benefit the native people. In 1858, when the
Bombay, Madras and Calcutta Universities were established, there was not a
single college by that time in Odisha.
 The number of schools and colleges was quite insufficient in Odisha. So the rise
of the elite class became delayed in the case of Odisha.
 The conservative ideas regarding the education of the people of Odisha were
exploited by the British, So they did not encourage English education in Odisha.
 Lastly, the British did not encourage engineering education particularly related to
agriculture although Odisha was a land having agriculture as the chief profession
of the people.
These were factors which delayed the growth of education in Odisha.
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

32

3.9: CONCLUSION
The foundation in this regard was made by the Missionaries for the evangelical purpose.
In course of time, the British government took the initiative for the introduction of
modern education in the form of English education in Odisha for their administrative
convenience and to keep the people of Odisha silent by giving little employments and
other facilities. Thus, the growth of education was not as progressive as in the case of
other parts of India. With the end of British rule in India, English education received
great momentum.
The Odia language, since its inception, has played a significant role in establishing the
uniqueness of the people of Odisha. In the 12th century CE. Chodagangadeva of Ganga
dynasty has established “Sakalatkola” and made the Odia language the dominant speech
in this land. In 15th century AD the great pioneer of Odia Identity ‘Kapilendradev’ used
the word ‘Odisha’ and introduced ‘Odia’ as the official language in his empire. After
1568 this community has lost the hard earned Identity and this was again restored in
1936 with the creation of Odisha state on language basis. After introduction of Indian
Constitution in 1950 the provision in Art.345-351 resulted in the “The Orissa Official
language Act, 1954”.

3.10: LANGUAGE MOVEMENT: INTRODUCTION
The anxiety started in contradiction of the effort of announcing the Bengali language in
place of Odia as a medium of teaching in schools of Odisha played a major role to uprise
a new essence of the movement in the last two decades of the 19th century. The unit is
an effort to understand the linguistic movement in Orissa during the late 19th century.
As the movement spreads over a very vast period (from the 1860s to 1936), only the
developments of the last 40 years of the 19th century are dealt with. There was no such
political expression as Orissa during that period. The term “Orissa” is meant as the
Oriya lying tracts of the Central Provinces and the part of Bengal and Madras
Presidencies.
In the year 1803, the British East India Company occupied Odisha in a fragmentary
manner and administered the region in dividing Odisha into three parts in which the
Southern part was tagged with Madras Presidency, the coastal region with Bengal and
the western part with the Central province. The Odia people became a linguistic
minority group in the Telugu, Bengali and Hindi dominated provinces. However, the
people of Odisha were politically disintegrated although their language, literature,
cultural and religious practices which were same. this leads them towards the restoration
of political, linguistic and cultural identity in the first half of the 20th century. For the
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formation of Identity, the role of language is more important. In this connection the
editor of the journal ‘Utkala Sahitya’ and the General Secretary ‘Utkala Sahitya Samaj’
Bishwanath Kar in his address on the occasion of the second annual session of the above
organisation said thus, “Religion, polity and language are the three important factors for
the formation of a nation. Language is the most important factor which creates the
network of strong relationships amongst the fellow countrymen by spreading the
message of national importance and plan for the achievement of own identity’’. The
notification made by the then Secretary of Bengal Province in 1838 for the use of
vernacular language in place of Persian in the court and revenue matter of the
government since 1st January 1839, became a turning point in history of the language
movement of Odisha.
3.11: THE EMERGENCE OF SOCIO-POLITICAL
ASSOCIATIONS IN 19TH CENTURY

AND

PUBLIC

The educated middle class that emerged in Odisha in the post-famine period, like its
counterpart elsewhere, expressed there ideas, views and aspirations through the press,
meetings, and associations. Hence the 19th century witnessed the emergence of sociopolitical associations and public associations in Odisha. Several such associations,
having different objectives such as the growth of Odia language and literature,
protection of the interests of Odias, social reform, promotion of education and
intellectual and literary discussions were formed in the post-famine period. The lead in
this field was taken by some Britishers who formed an association, named Mutual
Improvement Society in 1859 at Cuttack.
These Britishers used to discuss social issues of the time. Subsequently, following
associations were formed –
 Utkal Bhasa Unnati Bidhayini Sabha, Balasore, 1867
 Utkal Bhasa Uddipani Samaj, Cuttack, 1867
 Utkalollasini Sabha, Cuttack, 1868
 Cuttack Debating Club, 1868; Cuttack Young men's Association, 1869
 Utkal Brahmo Samaj; 1869
 Utkal Hitabadini Sabha, Berhampur, 1872
 Bhadrak Desha Hiaishini Sabha, 1874
 Ganjam Nisha Nishedhini Sabha, 1875
 Utkal Sabha, Cuttack, 1877
 Balasore National Society, 1878
 Madak Seban Nibarini Sabha,1879
 Shiksha Bidhayini Sabha, 1881
 Utkal Sabha or Odisha People's Association, 1882
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Anti-Corruption and Prohibition Sabha, Cuttack, 1884
Odisha Graduate and Undergraduate Association, 1888
Utkal Sahitya Sammilani, Cuttack, 1886
Balasore Zilla School Reading Club; 1896
Alochana, Sabha, of Cuttack Secondary Training School, 1893.

There were some communal and caste-based associations, such as Karan Sabha, Odisha
Islam Association, 1875 and Odisha Christian Association, Cuttack, 1896. The educated
leading class of Odisha like the elite elsewhere in India sought to reform the social life
through such processes as promotion of education and uplift and emancipation of
women. They were also inclined and inspired by social reform movements that appeared
in other parts of India. But the slow progress of education and lack of strong intellectual
elite classes slackened the process of social revival.
3.12: UTKALA SAMMILANI (1903-1920)
The Utkala Sammilanni played a vital role in making of the separate province of Odisha.
In 1902 the Odias of Ganjam sent a memorandum, signed by a huge number of people,
to the Viceroy Lord Curzon, suggesting the amalgamation of Ganjam, Sambalpur and
the Odisha Division of the Bengal Presidency under one government. Towards the end
of the year, Raja Baikuntha Nath De, the zamindar of Balasore submitted a memorial to
Viceroy Lord Curzon, suggesting the unification of all Odia-speaking territories under
the provincial governments of Bengal, Madras or the Central provinces. Initially in
1903, at Rambha, some people met under the chairmanship of the Raja of Khallikote and
formed the Ganjam Jatiya Samiti (Ganjam National Association). Under the patronage
of this association in April 1903, a session was held at Berhampur under the
chairmanship of Shyam Sundar Rajguru. This conference which was attended by
delegates from all parts of Odisha such as Cuttack, Puri, Balasore and Sambalpur. It
resolved that the proceedings of the Odia national conferences should be recorded and
that the national conferences should be held annually.
In fulfilment of the Berhampur resolution, the first Odia national conference was held at
Cuttack on 30-31 December 1903 through the efforts of Madhusudan Das,
Rajendranarayan Bhanja Deo (the zamindar of Kanika) and Shriram Chandra Bhanjadeo
(the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj). The conference met under the chairmanship of the
Maharaja of Mayurbhanj and was attended by delegates from all over Odisha, some
European attorneys, zamindars, government officials and students. The conference
accepted the scheme of the unification of Odia tracts as suggested in the Risley Circular.
The conference laid down the foundation of an Odia national organisation, called Utkal
Sammilani (Utkal Union Conference). Hereafter, under the leadership of Madhusudan
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Das, the Utkal Sammilani continued to meet every year in different locations of Odisha.
The major goal of the Utkal Sammiiani was the merger of Odia-speaking tracts but the
Sammilani also concerned itself with the all-around development of Odias and took up
such issues as industrial growth, the development of education, the revival of cottage
industries, social reforms, the establishment of a separate university for Odisha,
development of agriculture and development of Odia language and literature.
The Utkal Sammilani aimed at achieving its goal by appealing to the colonial
government's justice and fairness and not through active popular agitation. It was
dominated by feudal elements like rajas and zamindars who had denied their subjects
basic rights and benefits of an enlightened administration. Though the Utkal Sammilani
was pre-dominantly an elitist organisation, comprising the rajas, zamindars and gentry,
yet its claim to represent Odias as a nation can not be set aside.
3.13: CONCLUSION
Thus, the Odia movement led to the growth of socio-political associations and the
growth of public associations in 19th century Odisha. The political consciousness of the
new Odia elite manifested itself in two ways. First, it took up the cause of safeguarding
the interests of Odias who were scattered in different provinces and finally agitated for
the merger of Odia-speaking areas. Secondly, it partook of national political
consciousness over such matters as controversy regarding the Vernacular Press Act, the
introduction of local self-government by Lord Ripon Government and the formation of
the Indian National Congress.
3.14: LET US SUM UP


The country (Odisha) whose territory extended from Ganga to the Godavari was
disintegrated in course of time.



The disintegration was started from the death of Mukundadeva.



Due to dismemberment, the Odia-speaking territories virtually became attached
to four provinces - Bengal, Madras,



Central Provinces and Bihar, and being reduced to the status of linguistic
minorities in all these provinces.



The Odias felt neglected and dominated by the linguistic majorities, and
particularly felt distressed at the deliberate efforts to abolish the Odia language.
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The new elite classthat emerged in Odisha in the latter half of the nineteenth
century raised its voice for the unification of Odia-speaking areas to safeguard
the legitimate interests of Odias and preserve and develop the Odia language and
culture.



The 19th century Odisha witnessed the growth of socio-political associations and
public association.



The educated middle class that emerged in Odisha in the post-famine period, like
its counterpart elsewhere, expressed their ideas, views and aspirations through
the press, meetings, and associations.



Several socio-political associations and public associations, having different
objectives such as the development of Odia language and literature, protection of
the interests of Odias, social reforms, promotion of education and intellectual
and literary discussions were formed in the post-famine period.



Leadership in this field at the initial stage was taken by some Britishers who
formed at Cuttack an association, called Mutual Improvement Society in 1859 at
Cuttack.



Subsequently, the following associations were formed - Utkal Bhasa Unnati
Bidhayini Sabha, Balasore, 1867; Utkal Bhasa Uddipani Samaj, Cuttack, 1867;
Utkalollasini Sabha, Cuttack, 1868; Cuttack Debating Club, 1868, etc.



There were some communal and caste-based associations, such as Karan Sabha,
Odisha Islam Association, 1875 and Odisha Christian, Association, Cuttack,
1896.



The educated elite of Odisha like the elite elsewhere in India sought to reform
the social life through such measures as promotion of education and uplift and
emancipation of women.



The Utkala Sammilanni played a key role in the Odia movement as well as the
formation of a separate province of Odisha.



In 1902 the Odias of Ganjam sent a memorial, signed by a large number of
people, to the Viceroy Lord Curzon, suggesting the unification of Ganjam,
Sambalpur and the Odisha Division of the Bengal Presidency under one
government.
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In pursuance of the Berhampur resolution, the first Odia national conference was
held at Cuttack on 30-31 December 1903 through the efforts of Madhusudan
Das, Rajendranarayan Bhanja Deo (the zamindar of Kanika) and Shriram
Chandra Bhanjadeo (the Maharaja of Mayurbhanja).



Thus, the Odia movement led to the growth of socio-political associations and
the growth of public associations in 19th century Odisha.

3.15: EXERCISE
1. Give an account of the Odia movement in the 19th century.
2. Write a note on the growth of socio-political associations in Odisha in the 19th
century.
3. Highlight the role of Utkal Sammilani (1903-1920) for the Odia movement.
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