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1.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After completing this unit learners should be able to Understand:
 Role of press in freedom movement of India
 The role of newspapers as a medium for social reforms
 The background to imposition of emergency in India
 Identify key incidents that led to imposition of emergency
 How Press was censored during and after emergency
1.2 INTRODUCTION
The growth and development of press in India has a long history. Press has struggled
against continuous suppresive measures pre-independence as well as postindependence. Freedom fighters, social reformers and intellectuals helped nurture the
press and considerably contributed towards the development and growth. The tallest
stalwarts of the freedom movement like Mahatma Gandhi, Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tilak, the social reformers and liberal thinkers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Surendranath Bannerji and Gopal Krishna Gokahale were themselves either editors
and pioneers in establishing well known newspapers. Therefore the history of
journalism has been inextricably linked with the growth of national consciousness
and the progress of freedom movement. In fact the press journalism nurtured the
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national consciousness and freedom movement in the country and in turn was
nurtured by it.
1.3 HISTORY OF FIRST INDIAN NEWSPAPER
The first attempt to start a newspaper in Calcutta was made by William Bolts in 1776.
Bolts had resigned from the services of East India Company after a court stricture for
private trade under the company‟s authority. He thought of exploiting the untouched
field of newspapers publishing mainly with the motto of ventilating his grievances
against the company. But his effort to publish a newspaper was not approved by the
East India Company and he was asked to go back to Europe. And in this way the first
cherished effort to start a newspaper came to a halt.
Then it was James Augustus Hicky who made history by starting the first newspaper
called Bengal Gazette or Calcutta General Advertiser which was published in India
on January 29, 1780. It was also known as Hicky‟s Gazette. The beginning of Hicky‟s
gazette paved a way to the long and eventful venture of Indian journalism.
In the first issue of Bengal Gazette, Hicky introduced himself as the first and late
printer to the Honorable Company though he did not seem to have enjoyed high
reputation. About his venture he said, “I have no particular passion for printing of
newspapers; I have no propensity! I was not bred to a slavish life of hard work, yet I
take a pleasure in enslaving my body in order to purchase freedom for my mind and
soul.” He described the Bengal Gazette as a „weekly political and commercial paper
open to all parties but influenced by none‟.
Bengal Gazette published extracts from English newspapers at home, letters from
local and mofussil readers and items of gossips and scandals that will interest the
European community. He published announcements of marriages and engagements
and the issues were mostly related to private lives of individuals and also consisted of
more advertisements than reading matters. Hicky also had a column to himself
through which he used to talk to his readers directly. There were regular columns like
poets corner, a women column where new fashions and models were discussed and
news varied from political, individual and local stories to weather or the arrival of
some pretty women in England. It published editorials on the army and on the
reported plans of individual rulers and letters to the editors also found space. Its
readership was among the traders and merchants and also the non official European
class community. Spicy gossips about individual lives interested his European readers
most. He had his “informal sources” and his own kind of investigative journalism, but
in true sense it was “grapevine.” Later Bengal gazette was described as a „witty and
scurrilous‟ paper. The Gazette was no better than a scandal sheet. Very soon Hicky
gained enmity of the Governor General, Warren Hastings and in June 1781 the
contents of Bengal Gazette did not please him. The Chief Justice of India sent an
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army of 400 people to arrest Hicky at his home and ordered to seize his printing
types. Even from prison he continued to edit and write for the gazette. He was
stopped from bringing out his weekly only when the types used for printing were
seized by Hastings. Hicky was finally deported.
Another pioneer, James Silk Buckingham came to India in 1818 as the editor of the
„Calcutta Chronicle‟ which was started by some Calcutta merchants to propagate their
views and protect their interests. In October, 1818 he started Calcutta Journal, a biweekly paper consisting of eight pages. He made his newspaper the mirror of people.
The Calcutta Journal under Buckingham was acknowledged to be the best published
newspaper in its content as well as presentation. Jawaharlal Nehru described
Buckingham as one of the earliest champions of the freedom of the press in India and
is one who is still remembered. He was a real inspiration behind the growth of Indian
journalism. He was against the policy of sati and denounced government‟s failure to
put an end to this. He was a friend of the Indian press and defended its right to exist
and voice the opinion of the Indian people. His repeated disclosures of official
malpractices and his success in reducing grievances proved a danger to the East India
Company and its reputation, as a result of which he was deported in 1823.

1.4 NEWSPAPERS AS A MEDIUM FOR SOCIAL REFORMS
Initially the growth of newspapers was very slow but then with the passage of time it
gained momentum. In 19th century the main agenda of newspapers was social reform.
Social reformer Raja Ram Mohan Roy was considered as the founder of Indian press.
He was a champion of freedom of press. He used the might of his pen to fight against
social evils like caste system, idol worship, animal sacrifice, „Sati Pratha‟ from the
Hindu society. He published „Brahmanical magazine‟ in English in 1821, „Sambad
Kaumudi‟ in Bengali in 1821 and „Mirat-ul-akhbar‟ in Persian in 1822. The main
objective of starting the paper was „to lay before the public such articles of
intelligence as it may increase their experience and tend to their social improvement‟
and to „indicate the rulers a knowledge of real situation of their subjects acquainted
with the established laws and customs of their rules‟. Later Roy ceased publishing
paper in protest against the government‟s press regulation.
1.5 SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION OF BENGAL TOWARDS INDIAN
NEWSPAPERS
Bengal was the birth place of journalism in India as well as the language press. The
first periodical in Indian language was Dig Darshan in Bengali, which was a monthly
magazine issued in April 1818. The weekly „Samachar Darpan‟, also in Bengali
started publication in 1818 and survived till 1890. Subsequently, several newspapers
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cane into existence in Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. In 1822, „Marzban‟ started a
Guajarati weekly named „Bombay Samachar‟ with news of commercial interest
which attracted the Indian merchants in Bombay mainly coming from Gujarat. It is
considered to be the oldest living Indian language newspaper of India. Thus, the birth
of Indian journalism could be traced to the second and third decades of the 19th
century. Most of the journals were published in Bengali and Guajarati. Social
reforms and commercial interests were the primary reason to start journalism in
Indian languages.
1.6 EVOLUTION OF PRESS LAWS IN INDIA
The early years of nineteenth century saw Indian press struggling against the
regulations meant to restrict its freedom. The first such threat began on 13 May 1799
when Wellesley issued press regulations making the publication of the name of the
printer, editor and the owner obligatory. The penalty for infringement of the law was
immediate deportation. In protest of this restriction, the press in India continued to
proliferate but still there was no journalistic freedom. The government servants were
prohibited to have any connection with the press. Sir Charles Metcalfe revised the
press laws of the country. He is remembered in the history of Indian journalism for
his authoritarian regime. This brought the realisation for reasonable restrictions on
press allowing the press to function with some amount of healthy criticism. Metcalfe
was fully dedicated to the East India Company. He was the first British to be
appointed as the Governor General who repealed all the press restrictions in existence
i.e. of 1823, 1825 and 1827. For this act he was bestowed with the title of „liberator of
Indian press‟. He referred the question of revising press laws to the then law
counsellor, John Macaulay for changing licensing into registration. Sir Charles
Metcalfe was in favour of a uniform law for all the companies‟ territories which leave
the journalist free to print without permission but still render him liable for
punishment for printing seditious and defamatory materials. But then Metcalfe
earned the disapproval of the board of directors and thus, he lost his chance of being
the Governor General permanently. He sacrificed his career but launched Indian
journalism on its long and eventful journey.

1.7 PRESS DURING FIRST STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE
In the wake of first war of independence of 1857, the Governor General Lord
Canning promulgated the gagging act, 1857. This act required the printing press to
obtain license to function to print a newspaper or a book. These rules were applied to
both English as well as language press. The act operated for one year and many
newspapers were prosecuted within that period. However, before it could do more
harm it became defunct on June 13, 1858. During that time Azimullah Khan started
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„Payam-e-Azadi‟ which boldly wrote against the British regime leaving the British
government with no alternative except to muzzle the voice of this newspaper.
Journalism in India proved not only eventful but significant in this period.
The failure of Sepoy Mutiny (according to British historians) or the „first war of
independence‟ (according to Indian historians) brought the administration of East
India Company to a close with the promise of press freedom and religious toleration.
This period saw the beginning of national awakening and also marked the beginning
of great national newspapers. By mid 19th century, many of the great Indian
newspapers flourished which is running successfully even today like The Times of
India (1861), The Pioneer (1861), The Statesman (1875) and The Hindu (1878). This
period also saw a boom in the Indian language press. Several newspapers in all most
all languages in India made their appearance.
During this time government promulgated the Vernacular Press Act in 1878 to control
the press. This act required the Indian publishers as well as the printers of language
newspapers to execute a bond that would not publish anything that would excite the
feelings of disaffection against the government. The Vernacular Press Act was a
biggest blow to the freedom of press in India and the Indian language newspapers
suffered most because of this draconian law.
1.8 PRESS IN EARLY 19TH CENTURY
Partition of Bengal in 1905 by Lord Curzon saw a mighty upsurge in the country
against this decision. The nationalist newspapers play a significant role in this
movement. Among the newspapers which took the leading role were K.K.Mitra‟s
„Sanjeevani‟, Surendarnath Banarjee‟s „Bengali‟, Motilal Ghosh‟s „Amrita Bazaar
Patrika‟, Bipin Chandra Pal‟s „New India‟ and Aji Singh‟s „Bharat Mata‟ etc.
It was in this situation that Indian National Congress (INC) took birth in 1885 which
impacted the image of journalism in India. It was during this period, the trumpets of
nationalism could be read from Indian newspapers loud and clear.
The early years of new century saw the emergence of Mahatma Gandhi, who
influenced Indian press in more ways than one. Gandhi influenced the concept of
content, language and growth of journalism in India. In 1903, in South Africa, he
started weekly newspaper „The Indian Opinion‟. He edited the papers himself, until
he left South Africa in 1914. In 1919 Gandhi started two weeklies in India named
„Young India‟ and „Navjiban‟. In 1933 Gandhi added a third weekly, „Harijan‟.
Journalism in Indian was highly influenced by Gandhi. According to Gandhi the three
basic objectives of a newspaper should be to first understand the feelings and to give
expressions to it, second was to stir the desirable sentiments among the people and
the last was to expose the defects boldly.
Indian press played a very important role in the freedom struggle. The papers
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published by the freedom fighters included „Independent‟ by Motilal Nehru,
„National Herald‟ by Jawaharlal Nehru, „The Tribune‟ by Dayal Singh Majethia, and
„Maratha‟ by Bal Gangadhar Tilak. When India got the long awaited freedom, the
press was very jubilant and played a very responsible role by being sympathetic and
cooperative.
The role of the Indian press in strengthening and espousing the cause of freedom
movement is one of the glorious chapters in the growth and development of the
Indian Press. The establishment of the Indian National Congress in 1885 further
strengthened the nationalist aspirations of the Indian people. Most prominent
members of the Congress were eminent journalists and editors of newspapers. These
included such towering personalities as Dadabhai Naroji, Ranade, Narendranath Sen,
etc. The Indian language Press was particularly strong in expressing its views against
the government. The press became the crusader for social reforms.
Language Press and National development
The growth of the language press in Indian took over in the late twentieth century. It
reflected the diversity and plurality of rich linguistic culture of our country. Apart
from 19th official recognised languages in the Indian Constitution, the census in 1971
further strengthened India‟s cultural richness. Small newspapers published locally
from various districts and small towns are mostly in Hindi or other vernacular
languages. They constitute an important segment of the Indian Press. These papers
are able to articulate the aspirations, interests, demands and difficulties of their
regional readers. And thus they enjoy a regional goodwill. The Indian language press,
in a way has not only a part in growth and development of commoners but it has
significant contribution in the struggle for independence. Vernacular language press
extended oral support not only during the turbulent times of freedom struggle but also
in making Gandhi‟s call for non-cooperation movement a success.

1.9 BACKGROUND TO EMERGENCY
In 1966 Indira Gandhi was first appointed as Prime Minister of India and had
emerged as a towering leader with tremendous popularity. This was also the time
when competition in the party was becoming bitter and polarised. Tensions between
the government and judiciary were on the rise with Supreme Court of India finding
many initiatives of the government violating of the Constitution. To counter this, the
Congress party took the position that the stand of the Court was against principles of
democracy and parliamentary supremacy. The Congress also alleged that the Court
was a conservative institution and it was becoming an obstacle in the way of
implementing pro-poor welfare programmes. The parties opposed to the Congress felt
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that politics was becoming too personalise and that governmental authority was being
converted into personal authority. The split in the Congress had sharpened the
divisions between Indira Gandhi and her opponents.

1.10 ECONOMIC CONTEXT BEHIND EMERGENCY
In the elections of 1971, Congress had given the slogan of garibi hatao (remove
poverty). However, the social and economic condition in the country did not improve
much after 1971-72. The Bangladesh crisis had put a heavy strain on India‟s
economy. About eight million people crossed over the East Pakistan border into
India. This was followed by war with Pakistan. After the war the U.S government
stopped all aid to India. In the international market, oil prices increased manifold
during this period. This led to an all-round increase in prices of commodities. Prices
increased by 23 per cent in 1973 and 30 per cent in 1974. Such a high level of
inflation caused much hardship to the people. Industrial growth was low and
unemployment was very high, particularly in the rural areas. In order to reduce
expenditure the government froze the salaries of its employees. This caused further
dissatisfaction among government employees. Monsoons failed in 1972-1973. This
resulted in a sharp decline in agricultural productivity. Food grain output declined by
8 per cent. There was a general atmosphere of dissatisfaction with the prevailing
economic situation all over the country. In such a context non-Congress opposition
parties were able to organise popular protests effectively. Instances of students‟
unrests that had persisted from the late 1960s became more pronounced in this period.
There was also an increase in the activities of Marxist groups who did not believe in
parliamentary politics. These groups had taken to arms and insurgent techniques for
the overthrow of the capitalist order and the established political system. Known as
the Marxist-Leninist (now Maoist) groups or Naxalites, they were particularly strong
in West Bengal, where the State government took stringent measures to suppress
them.
1.11 ROLE OF GUJARAT AND BIHAR MOVEMENTS
Students‟ protests in Gujarat and Bihar, both of which were Congress ruled States,
had far reaching impact on the politics of the two States and national politics. In
January 1974 students in Gujarat started an agitation against rising prices of food
grains, cooking oil and other essential commodities, and against corruption in high
places. The students‟ protest was joined by major opposition parties and became
widespread leading to the imposition of President‟s rule in the state. The opposition
parties demanded fresh elections to the state legislature. Morarji Desai, a prominent
leader of Congress (O), who was the main rival of Indira Gandhi when he was in the
Congress, announced that he would go on an indefinite fast if fresh elections were not
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held in the State. Under intense pressure from students, supported by the opposition
political parties, assembly elections were held in Gujarat in June 1975. The Congress
was defeated in this election. In March 1974 students came together in Bihar to
protest against rising prices, food scarcity, unemployment and corruption. After a
point they invited Jayaprakash Narayan (JP), who had given up active politics and
was involved in social work, to lead the student movement. He accepted it on the
condition that the movement will remain non-violent and will not limit itself to Bihar.
Thus the students‟ movement assumed a political character and had national appeal.
People from all walks of life now entered the movement. Jayaprakash Narayan
demanded the dismissal of the Congress government in Bihar and gave a call for total
revolution in the social, economic and political spheres in order to establish what he
considered to be true democracy. A series of bandhs, gehraos, and strikes were
organised in protest against the Bihar government. The government, however, refused
to resign.
The movement was beginning to influence national politics. Jayaprakash Narayan
wanted to spread the Bihar movement to other parts of the country. Alongside the
agitation led by Jayaprakash Narayan, the employees of the Railways gave a call for a
nationwide strike. This threatened to paralyse the country. In 1975, JP led a peoples‟
march to the Parliament. This was one of the largest political rallies ever held in the
capital. He was now supported by the non-Congress opposition parties like the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, the Congress (O), the Bharatiya Lok Dal, the Socialist Party
and others. These parties were projecting JP as an alternative to Indira Gandhi.
However, there were many criticisms about his ideas and about the politics of mass
agitations that he was employing. Both the Gujarat and Bihar agitations were seen as
anti-Congress and rather than opposing the State governments, they were seen as
protests against the leadership of Indira Gandhi. She believed that the movement was
motivated by personal opposition to her.
1.12 CONFLICT WITH JUDICIARY
This was also the period when the government and the ruling party had many
differences with the judiciary. Three constitutional issues had emerged. Can the
Parliament abridge Fundamental Rights? The Supreme Court said it cannot.
Secondly, can the Parliament curtail the right to property by making an amendment?
Again, the Court said that Parliament cannot amend the Constitution in such a manner
that rights are curtailed. Thirdly, the Parliament amended the Constitution saying that
it can abridge Fundamental Rights for giving effect to Directive Principles. But the
Supreme Court rejected this provision also. This led to a crisis as far as the relations
between the government and the judiciary were concerned. In the historic
Kesavananda Bharati Case, the Supreme Court gave a decision that there are some
basic features of the Constitution and the Parliament cannot amend these features.
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Two developments further added to the tension between the judiciary and the
executive. Immediately after the Supreme Court‟s decision in 1973 in the
Keshavananda Bharati case, a vacancy arose for the post of the Chief Justice of India.
It had been a practice to appoint the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court as the
Chief Justice. But in 1973, the government set aside the seniority of three judges and
appointed Justice A. N. Ray as the Chief Justice of India. The appointment became
politically controversial because all the three judges who were superseded had given
rulings against the stand of the government. Thus, constitutional interpretations and
political ideologies were getting mixed up rapidly. People close to the Prime Minister
started talking of the need for a judiciary and the bureaucracy „committed‟ to the
vision of the executive and the legislature.
1.13 DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
On 12 June 1975, Justice Jagmohan Lal Sinha of the Allahabad High Court passed a
judgment declaring Indira Gandhi‟s election to the Lok Sabha invalid. This order
came on an election petition filed by Raj Narain, a socialist leader and a candidate
who had contested against her in 1971. The petition challenged the election of Indira
Gandhi on the ground that she had used the services of government servants in her
election campaign. The judgment of the High Court meant that legally she was no
more an MP and therefore, could not remain the Prime Minister unless she was once
again elected as an MP within six months. On June 24, the Supreme Court granted
her a partial stay on the High Court order – till her appeal was decided, she could
remain an MP but could not take part in the proceedings of the Lok Sabha.
The stage was now set for a big political confrontation. The opposition political
parties led by Jayaprakash Narayan pressed for Indira Gandhi‟s resignation and
organised a massive demonstration in Delhi‟s Ramlila grounds on 25 June 1975.
Jayaprakash announced a nationwide satyagraha for her resignation and asked the
army, the police and government employees not to obey “illegal and immoral orders”.
This too threatened to bring the activities of the government to a standstill. The
political mood of the country had turned against the Congress, more than ever before.
The response of the government was to declare a state of emergency. On 25 June
1975, the government declared that there was a threat of internal disturbances and
therefore, it invoked Article 352 of the Constitution. Under the provision of this
article the government could declare a state of emergency on grounds of external
threat or a threat of internal disturbances. The government decided that a grave crisis
had arisen which made the proclamation of a state of emergency necessary.
Technically speaking this was within the powers of the government, for our
Constitution provides for some special powers to the government once an emergency
is declared. Once an emergency is proclaimed, the federal distribution of powers
remains practically suspended and all the powers are concentrated in the hands of the
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union government. Secondly, the government also gets the power to curtail or restrict
all or any of the fundamental rights during the emergency. From the wording of the
provisions of the Constitution, it is clear that an emergency is seen as an
extraordinary condition in which normal democratic politics cannot function.
Therefore, special powers are granted to the government. On the night of 25 June
1975, the Prime Minister recommended the imposition of Emergency to President
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. He issued the proclamation immediately. After midnight, the
electricity to all the major newspaper offices was disconnected. In the early morning,
a large number of leaders and workers of the opposition parties were arrested. The
Cabinet was informed about it at a special meeting at 6 a.m. on 26 June, 1975 after all
this had taken place.
1.14 PRESS CENSORSHIP DURING NATIONAL EMERGENCY
After declaring emergency, Indira Gandhi immediately took control of the press,
prohibiting their reporting of all domestic and international news. The government
expelled several foreign correspondents (mainly American and British) and withdrew
accreditation from more than 40 Indian reporters who normally covered the capital. In
recent years, this has probably been the most important development in the life of the
Indian press. From the very beginning of independent India, the Congress Party of
India remained in power in one form or another until March 1977. At the inception of
national independence, the country adopted democratic principles and pronounced
India a democratic socialist nation. However, several incidents that occurred during
Indira Gandhi‟s reign indicated that the country was drifting away from parliamentary
democracy. The declaration of a national emergency, which is justified under the
Indian Constitution, lasted for about 19 months. The emergency resulted in silencing
of all dissenting voices from the media.
The fundamental rights of the Indian people were suspended, and strict controls were
imposed on freedom of speech and press. According to the Right of Freedom-Article
19(1) of the Indian Constitution, Indians have the right (a) to freedom of speech and
expression, (b) to assemble peacefully and without arms, (c) to form associations or
unions, (d) to move freely across the length and breadth of the country, (e) to reside
or settle in any part of India, (f) to own or dispose of property, and (g) to carry on any
lawful trade of occupation.‟
It is obvious that, unlike the American Constitution or others in which freedom of the
press is mentioned as one of the fundamental rights, the Indian Constitution doesn‟t
specifically mention freedom of the press. However, the fundamental Rights Clause
of the Indian Constitution treats freedom of the press as an integral part of the larger
“freedom of expression.” Based on the First Amendment Act of 1951, the Indian
courts, in the past, have considered press freedom as a fundamental right. The second
part of Article 19 of the Indian Constitution enumerates limitations on the various
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types of freedom. It mentions that the “states shall be authorized to make any law
restricting the exercise of the freedom of speech in the interest of the security of the
state, friendly relations with foreign countries, public order, and decency and good
conduct.”The states have also been authorized to restrict press freedom” in order to
check slanderous articles and promotion of disaffection towards or contempt of
court.”
Indira Gandhi‟s government used the “security of the state” and “promotion of
disaffection” as its defense for imposing strict control on the press. And with the
airwaves already under government ownership, Indira Gandhi successfully controlled
the mass communication system in India for over a year and a half. During
censorship, most of the nation‟s domestic dailies, however, gave up the battle for
press freedom. Their pages were “filled with fawning accounts of national events,
flattering pictures of Gandhi and her ambitious son, and not coincidentally, lucrative
government advertising”. But two tough, prominent publishers of English language
dailies, The Indian Express and The Statesman, fought courageously against Indira
Gandhi‟s opposition of the Indian press. Despite some bold fights and stubborn stands
taken up by these publishers, it was quite clear that Indira Gandhi had as strong a grip
on the Indian press as she had on Indian politics, at least during the governmentimposed emergency. India, a nation which had always cherished democratic
principles and had admired Mahatma Gandhi‟s ideals of a democratic society, was
quickly set on the road to dictatorship. For Mahatma Gandhi, freedom of the press
was “a dear privilege.”He urged the editors to express their ideas fearlessly: We must
devised methods of circulating our ideas unless and until the whole press becomes
fearless, defies consequences and publishes ideas, even when it is in disagreement
with them, just for the purpose of securing that freedom ... It is a negation of one‟s
calling for an editor to have suppressed his best thoughts. However, Indira Gandhi‟s
call made editors suppress their best thoughts, and for the Indian mass media,
freedom became a matter of history.
1.15 METHODS OF PRESS CONTROL: INDIRA’S WAY
Like other dictators in history, Indira Gandhi‟s first attempt was to impose “thought
control” on the populous. For her, this was to be effectuated not merely by controlling
the Indian mass media but also by molding the media to her own purpose. It has now
become a well known fact that during the emergency Indira Gandhi had a firm grip
on the Indian mass media. This was especially true since radio and television in India
are government owned and operated; for Indira, there was the simple matter of
controlling the newspapers in order to achieve a total control of the mass media. She
used at least three methods in manipulating the newspapers:
(1) Allocation of government advertising;
(2) Shotgun merger of the news agencies; and
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(3) Use of fear-arousal techniques on newspaper publishers, Journalists and
individual shareholders.
The Indian newspapers depend a great deal on governmental advertising; without
such revenues, it would be difficult for many Indian newspapers to stay in business.
Unfortunately, this has kept many of them vulnerable to government manipulation.
The large scale possibility of such manipulation, however, was not fully demonstrated
until Indira Gandhi‟s government decided to take advantage of this unique
circumstance. In the beginning of censorship, when a few leading newspapers such as
The Indian Express and The Statesman refused to abide the governmental
censorship, the government withdrew its advertising support from these newspapers.
Later on, this type of financial castigation was used on several other rebellious
newspapers. The second and perhaps more profound way of manipulating the news
flow resulted from the governmental decision to bring about a shot-gun merger of the
four privately-owned Indian news agencies; the main purpose behind this merger was
to alter the management and control of the Indian news agencies and thus to control
much of the content of the leading newspapers. Since these agencies had been acting
as the gatekeepers of information, it was essential for Indira Gandhi and her
Information and Broadcasting Minister, Mr. V.C. Shukla, to control the gatekeepers.
To effect such a merger, the government carried through various successful tactics.
First of all, pressure was put on the members of boards of these agencies. Then the
financial squeeze was applied to the agencies themselves by withholding
governmental subsidy. Thirdly, the government introduced the threat of cutting-off
the tele printer services, the lifelines of a news agency. For example, the governmentowned Post and Telegraph Department ordered to impose a suspension of services to
the United News of India if it resisted the merger. The manipulation of these four
news agencies was so effective that hardly a voice was raised to resist the
governmental perfidity. Soon after this, Shukla reported to the Indian parliament that
these four news agencies accepted the merger “voluntarily.” A third and an equally
effective method applied by Indira Gandhi were to use fear-arousal techniques on the
newspaper publishers, editors, reporters and shareholders. Such techniques were
imposed by making false charges with regard to tax arrears, possible reductions in
newsprint quotas, imprisonment of publishers and their immediate families, threats of
shutting down the press, and removal of governmental housing and other facilities for
Delhi-based journalists.
In any event, after 19 months of national emergency and the control of the mass
media, Indira Gandhi became so confident of her continued success that she called for
a parliamentary election in March of 1977. Simultaneously, she also removed press
censorship. The results of the national election, however, turned out to be frustrating
for Indira Gandhi, her son, as well as for some of her closest advisers. An
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overwhelming public outcry against the atrocities of Indira Gandhi‟s regime brought
about a coalition government of several small political parties.
1.16 CONCLUSION
Freedom of press in India was not achieved in a single day. It is rather a long process
of fight and struggle against the colonial empire who had time and again attempted to
suppress the independent voices of Indian people. But India‟s freedom in 1947 paved
the way for a new country with its own Constitution where press derives its power
from Article 19.
The National Emergency imposed in India by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
is a grim reminder as to how the Freedom of Speech and Expression can be curbed.
Though certain sections of the Press resisted this atrocious act by the state, some
simply cowed down. The Freedom which we have today is the result of a long
process of struggle and resistance against the autocratic diktats. This needs to be
protected at all costs for the democracy to be vibrant in its truest sense.
1.17 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Newspapers were used as a medium for social reforms. Do you agree/disagree
with the statement? Give reasons in support of your answer.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
2. Throw light on some of the circumstances that led to the imposition of National
Emergency in India.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

3. How was press censored during Emergency in India?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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UNIT-2 CHANGING READERSHIP; PRINT CULTURES
Unit Structure
2.1

Learning Objectives

2.2

Introduction

2.3

First Printed Books

2.4

Print in Japan

2.5

Print in Europe

2.6

Gutenberg And The Historical Moment In Western Europe

2.7

Print And Modern Thought

2.8

Print Culture Of India

2.9

Conclusion

2.10

Check Your Progress

2.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After completing this unit you should be able to understand the:






Origins of print culture
Print culture of Japan
Print culture of Europe
Role of Gutenberg Press in creating a print culture
Print culture of India

2.2 INTRODUCTION
It is difficult for us to imagine a world without printed matter. We find evidence of
print everywhere around us – in books, journals, newspapers, prints of famous
paintings, and also in everyday things like theatre programmes, official circulars,
calendars, diaries, advertisements, cinema posters at street corners. We read printed
literature, see printed images, follow the news through newspapers, and track public
debates that appear in print. We take for granted this world of print and often forget
that there was a time before print. We may not realize that print itself has a history
which has, in fact, shaped our contemporary world. What is this history? When did
printed literature begin to circulate? How has it helped create the modern world?
In this chapter we will look at the development of print, from its beginnings in East
Asia to its expansion in Europe and in India. We will understand the impact of the
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spread of technology and consider how social lives and cultures changed with the
coming of print.

2.3 FIRST PRINTED BOOKS
The earliest kind of print technology was developed in China, Japan and Korea. This
was a system of hand printing. From AD 594 onwards, books in China were printed by
rubbing paper – also invented there – against the inked surface of woodblocks. As both
sides of the thin, porous sheet could not be printed, the traditional Chinese „accordion
book‟ was folded and stitched at the side. Superbly skilled craftsmen could duplicate,
with remarkable accuracy, the beauty of calligraphy. The imperial state in China was,
for a very long time, the major producer of printed material. China possessed a huge
bureaucratic system which recruited its personnel through civil service examinations.
Textbooks for this examination were printed in vast numbers under the sponsorship of
the imperial state. From the sixteenth century, the number of examination candidates
went up and that increased the volume of print. By the seventeenth century, as urban
culture bloomed in China, the uses of print diversified. Print was no longer used just
by scholar officials. Merchants used print in their everyday life, as they collected trade
information. Reading increasingly became a leisure activity. The new readership
preferred fictional narratives, poetry, autobiographies, anthologies of literary
masterpieces, and romantic plays. Rich women began to read, and many women began
publishing their poetry and plays. Wives of scholar officials published their works and
courtesans wrote about their lives. This new reading culture was accompanied by a
new technology. Western printing techniques and mechanical presses were imported in
the late nineteenth century as Western powers established their outposts in China.
Shanghai became the hub of the new print culture, catering to the Western-style
schools. From hand printing there was now a gradual shift to mechanical printing.
2.4 PRINT IN JAPAN
The ancient Japanese remained without a written language until the arrival of written
Chinese sometime before the fifth century a.d. Adapting Chinese logographs to the
radically different grammar of ancient spoken Japanese necessitated the development
of particular methods of reading and writing, producing kanbun, a way of writing
Japanese completely in Chinese characters. The complexity of the system meant that
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substantial time was required to achieve literacy. By the end of the eighth century, two
phonetic syllabaries called kana had been developed from Chinese logographs, while
the use of the logographs themselves (kanji) also continued.
Buddhist missionaries from China introduced hand-printing technology into Japan
around AD 768-770. The oldest Japanese book, printed in AD 868, is the Buddhist
Diamond Sutra, containing six sheets of text and woodcut illustrations. Pictures were
printed on textiles, playing cards and paper money. In medieval Japan, poets and prose
writers were regularly published, and books were cheap and abundant. Printing of
visual material led to interesting publishing practices. In the late eighteenth century, in
the flourishing urban circles at Edo (later to be known as Tokyo), illustrated
collections of paintings depicted an elegant urban culture, involving artists, courtesans,
and teahouse gatherings. Libraries and bookstores were packed with hand-printed
material of various types – books on women, musical instruments, calculations, tea
ceremony, flower arrangements, proper etiquette, cooking and famous places.

2.5 PRINT IN EUROPE
For centuries, silk and spices from China flowed into Europe through the silk route. In
the eleventh century, Chinese paper reached Europe via the same route. Paper made
possible the production of manuscripts, carefully written by scribes. Then, in 1295,
Marco Polo, a great explorer, returned to Italy after many years of exploration in
China.
China already had the technology of woodblock printing and Marco Polo brought this
knowledge back with him. Now Italians began producing books with woodblocks, and
soon the technology spread to other parts of Europe. Luxury editions were still
handwritten on very expensive vellum(being made from calfskin), meant for
aristocratic circles and rich monastic libraries which scoffed at printed books as cheap
vulgarities. Merchants and students in the university towns bought the cheaper printed
copies. As the demand for books increased, booksellers all over Europe began
exporting books to many different countries. Book fairs were held at different places.
Production of handwritten manuscripts was also organized in new ways to meet the
expanded demand. Scribes or skilled hand writers were no longer solely employed by
wealthy or influential patrons but increasingly by booksellers as well. More than 50
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scribes often worked for one bookseller. But the production of handwritten
manuscripts could not satisfy the ever-increasing demand for books. Copying was an
expensive, laborious and time-consuming business. Manuscripts were fragile,
awkward to handle, and could not be carried around or read easily. Their circulation
therefore remained limited. With the growing demand for books, woodblock printing
gradually became more and more popular. By the early fifteenth century, woodblocks
were being widely used in Europe to print textiles, playing cards, and religious
pictures with simple, brief texts. There was clearly a great need for even quicker and
cheaper reproduction of texts. This could only be with the invention of a new print
technology.
The movable type printing press was the signal innovation in early modern
information technology. The first printing press was established in Mainz, Germany
between 1446 and 1450. Over the next fifty years the technology diffused across
Europe. Between 1450 and 1500, the price of books fell by two-thirds, transforming
the ways ideas were disseminated and the conditions of intellectual work. Historians
suggest the printing press was one of the most revolutionary inventions in human
history.
Johannes Gutenberg‟s invention of the printing press is widely thought of as the origin
of mass communication-- it marked Western culture‟s first viable method of
disseminating ideas and information from a single source to a large and far ranging
audience. A closer look at the history of print, however, shows that the invention of
the printing press depended on a confluence of both cultural and technological forces
that had been unfolding for several centuries. Print culture and technology also needed
to go through centuries of change after Gutenberg‟s time before the „massification‟ of
audiences could fully crystallize. The story of print is a long and complex one. It may
be too much to claim that print was the single cause of the massive social, political and
psychological changes it is associated with. However, print did wield enormous
influence on every aspect of European culture. Some historians suggest that print was
instrumental in bringing about all the major shifts in science, religion, politics and the
modes of thought that are commonly associated with modern Western culture.
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2.6 GUTENBERG AND THE HISTORICAL MOMENT IN WESTERN
EUROPE
In the early 1450‟s rapid cultural change in Europe fueled a growing need for the rapid
and cheap production of written documents. Johannes Gutenberg, a goldsmith and
businessman from the mining town of Mainz in southern Germany, borrowed money
to develop a technology that could address this serious economic bottleneck. From its
European debut in the 12th century, paper gradually proved to be a viable alternative
to the animal-skin vellum and parchment that had been the standard means of carrying
written communication. Rag paper became increasingly cheap and plentiful while
literacy expanded; the two processes accelerated, in part, by stimulating each other.
The need for documentation continued to increase with expansions in trade and in
governmental scope and complexity. Scribal monks sanctioned by the Church had
overseen the maintenance and hand-copying of sacred texts for centuries, but the
secular world began to foster its own version of the scribal copyist profession. The
many new scriptoria, or writing shops, that sprang up employed virtually every literate
cleric who wanted work. Gutenberg foresaw enormous profit-making potential for a
printing press that used movable metal type. Despite their rapid growth in numbers,
secular scribes simply could not keep up with the commercial demand for books.
Gutenberg also saw strong market potential in selling indulgences, the slips of paper
offering written dispensation from sin that the Church sold to fund crusades, new
buildings and other projects devoted to expanding its dominance. In fact, press runs of
200,000 indulgences at a time were common soon after the handwritten versions
became obsolete. Gutenberg developed his press by combining features of existing
technologies: textile, papermaking and wine presses. Perhaps his most significant
innovation, however, was the efficient molding and casting of movable metal type.
Each letter was carved into the end of a steel punch which was then hammered into a
copper blank. The copper impression was inserted into a mold and a molten alloy
made of lead, antimony and bismuth was poured in. The alloy cooled quickly and the
resulting reverse image of the letter attached to a lead base could be handled in
minutes The width of the lead base varied according to the letter‟s size (for example,
the base of an „i‟ would not be nearly as wide as the base of a „w‟). This emphasized
the visual impact of words and clusters of words rather than evenly spaced letters. This
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principle lent an aesthetic elegance and sophistication to what seemed to many to be
the magically perfect regularity of a printed page. Gutenberg designed a Latin print
Bible which became his signature work. He launched a run of some 300 two-volume
Gutenberg Bibles which sold for 30 florins each, or about three years of a clerk‟s
wage. Despite the dramatic success of his invention, Gutenberg managed to default on
a loan and lost his whole printing establishment. His techniques were made public and
his creditor won the rights to the proceeds from the Gutenberg Bibles. The clergy were
eager to take advantage of the power of print. Printed indulgences, theological texts,
even how-to manuals for conducting inquisitions became common tools for the spread
of the Church‟s influence. But the Church had even more difficulty controlling the
activities of printers than they had with the secular scribes. The production and
distribution of an expanding variety of texts quickly became too widespread to
contain. Printed copies of Martin Luther‟s theses, for example, were widely and
rapidly disseminated. They prompted far reaching discussions that became the
foundation for mounting opposition to the Church‟s role as the sole custodian of
spiritual truth. Bibles printed in vernacular languages rather than Latin fueled the
Protestant Reformation based on the assertion that there was no need for the Church to
interpret scripture -- an individual‟s relationship with God could be, at least in theory,
direct and personal.
In 1476, William Caxton set up England‟s first printing press. Caxton had been a
prolific translator and found the printing press to be a marvelous way to amplify his
mission of promoting popular literature. Caxton printed and distributed a variety of
widely appealing narrative titles including the first popular edition of Chaucer‟s The
Canterbury Tales. Caxton was an enthusiastic editor and he determined the diction,
spelling and usage for all the books he printed. He realized that English suffered from
so much regional variation that many people couldn‟t communicate with others from
their own country. Caxton‟s contributions as an editor and printer won him a good
portion of the credit for standardizing the English language.

2.7 PRINT AND MODERN THOUGHT
The scientific revolution that would later challenge the entrenched „truths‟ espoused
by the Church was also largely a consequence of print technology. The scientific
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principle of repeatability--the impartial verification of experimental results-- grew out
of the rapid and broad dissemination of scientific insights and discoveries that print
allowed. The production of scientific knowledge accelerated markedly. The easy
exchange of ideas gave rise to a scientific community that functioned without
geographical constraints. This made it possible to systematize methodologies and to
add sophistication to the development of rational thought. As readily available books
helped expand the collective body of knowledge, indexes and cross-referencing
emerged as ways of managing volumes of information and of making creative
associations between seemingly unrelated ideas. Innovations in the accessibility of
knowledge and the structure of human thought that attended the rise of print in Europe
also influenced art, literature, philosophy and politics. The explosive innovation that
characterized the Renaissance was amplified, if not in part generated by, the printing
press. The rigidly fixed class structure which determined one‟s status from birth based
on family property ownership began to yield to the rise of an intellectual middle class.
The possibility of changing one‟s status infused the less privileged with ambition and a
hunger for education. Print technology facilitated a communications revolution that
reached deep into human modes of thought and social interaction. Print, along with
spoken language, writing and electronic media, is thought of as one of the markers of
key historical shifts in communication that have attended social and intellectual
transformation. Oral culture is passed from one generation to the next through the full
sensory and emotional atmosphere of interpersonal interaction. Writing facilitates
interpretation and reflection since memorization is no longer required for the
communication and processing of ideas. Recorded history could persist and be added
to through the centuries. Written manuscripts sparked a variation on the oral tradition
of communal story-telling -- it became common for one person to read out loud to the
group. Print, on the other hand, encouraged the pursuit of personal privacy. Less
expensive and more portable books lent themselves to solitary and silent reading. This
orientation to privacy was part of an emphasis on individual rights and freedoms that
print helped to develop. Print injected Western culture with the principles of
standardization, verifiability and communication that comes from one source and is
disseminated to many geographically dispersed receivers. As illustrated by dramatic
reform in religious thought and scientific inquiry, print innovations helped bring about
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Page 20

sharp challenges to institutional control. Print facilitated a focus on fixed, verifiable
truth, and on the human ability and right to choose one‟s own intellectual and religious
path.
2.8 PRINT CULTURE OF INDIA
India had a very rich and old tradition of handwritten manuscripts – in Sanskrit,
Arabic, Persian, as well as in various vernacular languages. Manuscripts were copied
on palm leaves or on handmade paper. Pages were sometimes beautifully illustrated.
They would be either pressed between wooden covers or sewn together to ensure
preservation. Manuscripts continued to be produced till well after the introduction of
print, down to the late nineteenth century. Manuscripts, however, were highly
expensive and fragile. They had to be handled carefully, and they could not be read
easily as the script was written in different styles. So manuscripts were not widely
used in everyday life. Even though pre-colonial Bengal had developed an extensive
network of village primary schools, students very often did not read texts. They only
learnt to write. Teachers dictated portions of texts from memory and students wrote
them down. Many thus became literate without ever actually reading any kinds of
texts.
Print Comes to India
The printing press first came to Goa with Portuguese missionaries in the mid sixteenth
century. Jesuit priests learnt Konkani and printed several tracts. By 1674, about 50
books had been printed in the Konkani and in Kanada languages. Catholic priests
printed the first Tamil book in 1579 at Cochin, and in 1713 the first Malayalam book
was printed by them. By 1710, Dutch Protestant missionaries had printed 32 Tamil
texts, many of them translations of older works. The English language press did not
grow in India till quite late even though the English East India Company began to
import presses from the late seventeenth century. From 1780, James Augustus Hickey
began to edit the Bengal Gazette, a weekly magazine that described itself as „a
commercial paper open to all, but influenced by none‟. So it was private English
enterprise, proud of its independence from colonial influence that began English
printing in India. Hickey published a lot of advertisements, including those that related
to the import and sale of slaves. But he also published a lot of gossip about the
Company‟s senior officials in India. Enraged by this, Governor-General Warren
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Hastings persecuted Hickey, and encouraged the publication of officially sanctioned
newspapers that could counter the flow of information that damaged the image of the
colonial government. By the close of the eighteenth century, a number of newspapers
and journals appeared in print. There were Indians, too, who began to publish Indian
newspapers.

New Forms of Publication
Printing created an appetite for new kinds of writing. As more and more people could
now read, they wanted to see their own lives, experiences, emotions and relationships
reflected in what they read. The novel, a literary firm which had developed in Europe,
ideally catered to this need. It soon acquired distinctively Indian forms and styles. For
readers, it opened up new worlds of experience, and gave a vivid sense of the diversity
of human lives. Other new literary forms also entered the world of reading – lyrics,
short stories, essays about social and political matters. In different ways, they
reinforced the new emphasis on human lives and intimate feelings, about the political
and social rules that shaped such things. By the end of the nineteenth century, a new
visual culture was taking shape. With the setting up of an increasing number of
printing presses, visual images could be easily reproduced in multiple copies. Painters
like Raja Ravi Varma produced images for mass circulation. Poor wood engravers
who made woodblocks set up shop near the letterpresses, and were employed by print
shops. Cheap prints and calendars, easily available in the bazaar, could be bought even
by the poor to decorate the walls of their homes or places of work. These prints began
shaping popular ideas about modernity and tradition, religion and politics, and society
and culture. By the 1870s, caricatures and cartoons were being published in journals
and newspapers, commenting on social and political issues. Some caricatures ridiculed
the educated Indians‟ fascination with Western tastes and clothes, while others
expressed the fear of social change. There were imperial caricatures lampooning
nationalists, as well as nationalist cartoons criticizing imperial rule.
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Print and Censorship
Before 1798, the colonial state under the East India Company was not too concerned
with censorship. Strangely, its early measures to control printed matter were directed
against Englishmen in India who were critical of Company misrule and hated the
actions of particular Company officers. The Company was worried that such criticisms
might be used by its critics in England to attack its trade monopoly in India. By the
1820s, the Calcutta Supreme Court passed certain regulations to control press freedom
and the Company began encouraging publication of newspapers that would celebrate
Britsh rule. In 1835, faced with urgent petitions by editors of English and vernacular
newspapers, Governor-General Bentinck agreed to revise press laws. Thomas
Macaulay, a liberal colonial official, formulated new rules that restored the earlier
freedoms. After the revolt of 1857, the attitude to freedom of the press changed.
Enraged Englishmen demanded a clamp down on the „native‟ press. As vernacular
newspapers became assertively nationalist, the colonial government began debating
measures of stringent control. In 1878, the Vernacular Press Act was passed, modelled
on the Irish Press Laws. It provided the government with extensive rights to censor
reports and editorials in the vernacular press. From now on the government kept
regular track of the vernacular newspapers published in different provinces. When a
report was judged as seditious, the newspaper was warned, and if the warning was
ignored, the press was liable to be seized and the printing machinery confiscated.
Despite repressive measures, nationalist newspapers grew in numbers in all parts of
India. They reported on colonial misrule and encouraged nationalist activities.
Attempts to throttle nationalist criticism provoked militant protest. This in turn led to a
renewed cycle of persecution and protests. When Punjab revolutionaries were deported
in 1907, Balgangadhar Tilak wrote with great sympathy about them in his Kesari. This
led to his imprisonment in 1908, provoking in turn widespread protests all over India.
2.9 CONCLUSION
A number of dramatic technological innovations have since added a great deal of
character and dimension to the place of print in culture. Linotype, a method of creating
movable type by machine instead of by hand, was introduced in 1884 and marked a
significant leap in production speed. The typewriter made the production and “look” of
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standardized print much more widely accessible. The process of setting type continued
to go through radical transformations with the development of photo-mechanical
composition, cathode ray tubes and laser technologies. The Xerox machine made a
means of disseminating print documents available to everyone. Word processing
transformed editing and contributed dramatic new flexibility to the writing process.
Computer printing has already moved through several stages of innovation, from the
first daisywheel and dot matrix “impact” printers to common use of the non-impact
printers: ink-jet, laser and thermal-transfer. Both the Internet and interactive
multimedia are providing ways of employing the printed word that add new
possibilities to print‟s role in culture. The printed word is now used for real-time social
interaction and for individualized navigation through interactive documents. It is
difficult to gauge the social and cultural impact of new media without historical
distance, but these innovations will most likely prove to signal another major
transformation in the use, influence and character of human communication.
2.10

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

1. Throw light on the history of print in Japan.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
2. The Gutenberg Press revolutionized Printing in Europe. Explain.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

3. Explain the print culture of India.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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UNIT-3 LANGUAGE PRESS IN INDIA
Unit Structure
3.1

Learning Objectives

3.2

Introduction

3.3

What is Language Newspapers?

3.4

Growth of Language Newspapers in India

3.5

Reasons for Newspaper Boom

3.6

Contribution by Language Newspapers

3.7

Digital Transition of Newspapers

3.8

Conclusion

3.9

Check Your Progress

3.10

References

3.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After completing this unit learners should be able to understand:





the meaning of language newspapers
the growth of language newspapers in India
Identify the reasons for newspaper boom in India
the contribution of language newspapers

3.2 INTRODUCTION
The mosaic of Indian Press is made up of two distinct systems – the Indian language
press system and the English press system. Though both the systems evolved during
the colonial period, their growth pattern was not uniform. While the English press
grew faster with educated elite as its audience, the Indian language press had a retard
growth due to lack of resources and lack of encouragement from the government. In
spite of these odds, it played a key role in India‟s struggle for Independence. In free
India, the language press found a better climate for its growth. The re-organization of
the States on linguistic basis and the subsequent development of the languages gave
impetus to the sluggish language press system. As a result the language press today
has established an edge over the once mighty English press. The superiority of the
Indian language press becomes evident from the fact that at the end of 2018 the 22
principal Indian languages listed together in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution together accounted for more than 70 per cent of the total number of
newspapers. The Hindi press, a constituent of the Indian language press system, tops
both in number as well in circulation. As of 2018 there were 15,327 publications in
Hindi, 2,393 publications in English and 413 publications in Odia.
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3.3 WHAT IS LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS?
By language newspapers, we mean newspapers published in different languages
spoken in the country. They are also called regional newspapers. In India, language
papers are published in more than 100 languages. But the main papers are published
in 22 principal languages. Language papers vary from English papers in their style,
presentation and approach.

3.4 GROWTH OF LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS IN INDIA
At the time when India became independent, the country had only 3533 publications.
Among them 330 were daily newspapers and 3203 were periodicals. After 50 years,
there has been a 12 fold increase in the number of publications. In 1997, according to
the data published by the Registrar of News Papers of India, there were 41705
publications among which the number of newspapers was 4719. In 2006, this has
gone up to 45600 publications, in which 5600 are newspapers. At present, India has
398 major newspapers with an overall circulation of 30,772,000 copies. India has the
world‟s largest newspaper market after China. While news papers are struggling in
Europe and USA, in India and China there is a boom. It is interesting to note that the
world‟s three top countries in newspaper circulation are China with 98.70 million
copies, India with 88.90 million copies and Japan with 69.10 million.
Growth of newspapers is calculated in two ways, one is by circulation and the other is
by readership. One copy of a newspaper may be read by several people. If a family
subscribes to a newspaper it is likely to be read by four of six members. So if a
newspaper has a circulation of one lakh, its readership may be four or five lakhs. A
close study of newspaper readership in India shows that there are more readers for
language newspapers. This is mainly because English newspapers are confined to
cities and towns whereas language newspapers are widely circulated in the rural
areas.
The reasons for the growth of newspapers in India that we have studied so far are
equally applicable for the growth of language newspapers. But there are some other
factors that helped the rise of the latter. During the early days, the language press was
looked down upon as „vernacular dailies‟ by the English press but with the rise and
emergence of language media as a major force this impression has changed. Indian
economy is basically a rural economy. More than 60 per cent of our population lives
in the rural areas. According to a survey by National Sample Survey Organisation,
more than 16 crore households live in the rural areas. A paradigm shift has been
visible in the rural population over the past 50 or 60 years. Indian farmers, who were
classified as born in debt, live in debt and die in debt, have become one of the most
influential consumer groups in society now. Their income levels have increased and
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along with that, tastes and preferences have also shown changes. This advancement of
the rural mass has resulted in the growth of language newspapers. A marked change
in the coverage of local news by newspapers is another reason for the growth of
language newspapers. Earlier national and international news dominated the Indian
press. But the experiment by some newspapers, especially in the southern states, of
covering local news with prominence gave a big boost to their circulation.
Newspapers from other parts soon copied this. Newspapers started covering issues
that were concerned with the ordinary people. The rural people found that there is a
medium to express their grievances and aspirations. Starting of multiple editions was
another factor that resulted in the growth of the language press. Earlier newspapers
were confined to state capital cities only. But as more and more potential readers
emerged from other areas, newspaper owners started editions from even district
centres. Thus, multiple editions of newspapers were brought out.
The boom in advertising also helped in the growth of the language press. The rural
mass turned out to be the biggest market for any product. For attracting them,
advertisers were forced to give advertisements in local papers. This in turn resulted in
an increase of revenue for the language press.
3.5 REASONS FOR NEWSPAPER BOOM
India is one of the fastest growing media markets in the world. It is not only
newspapers but other media forms which are also growing at a fast pace like radio,
television channels and internet.
Let us now look into some factors that have contributed to this boom of newspapers
in India.
a) Rise in literacy rate: There is a steady rise in the literacy rates in all the states of
our country. More and more people are being initiated into the world of reading and
writing. They gradually learn to read newspapers and periodicals. Robin Jeffrey who
made elaborate studies about the newspaper revolution in India says that the fastest
growth rates in newspaper circulation were in states which showed the strongest
growth rates of literacy.
b) Expansion of the middle class: As the Indian middle class expands, it leads to an
increase in the circulation of newspapers. When a household makes economic and
educational progress, they consider it as a status symbol to subscribe to a newspaper.
c) Untapped market: India still has an estimated 350 million people who can read
and write but do not buy any newspaper. So there is a vast segment that is still
untapped as far as newspaper circulation is considered. More and more newspapers
are trying to woo this section.
d) Education of women: It is often said that if you educate a woman you are
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educating the next generation. In India women are getting more and more educated
and this in turn leads to education of children. Awareness also increases along with
this. It contributes a lot to the growth of readership.
e) Technological advancement: In earlier days, starting a newspaper publication or
establishment of a new edition was a costly affair. As technology has improved, it
became easier for newspapers to start new editions. This has led to an expansion of
newspapers even into small cities and towns.
f) Better purchasing power: Improvement in the purchasing power of the common
man is another factor which helped in the growth of newspapers. Coupled with this,
newspapers also started reducing their prices. So it became affordable for the
common man.
g) Aggressive marketing: Newspapers and periodicals are adopting aggressive
marketing strategies to attract more readers. They offer various schemes with gifts to
attract subscribers. They also offer concessions for long term subscriptions. All these
have resulted in an increase of newspaper sales.
h) Political awareness: As people become more and more aware about political
developments, they show interest in reading newspapers. In India, sections of people
who had earlier not shown much interest in political activities are now realizing their
rights as citizens and are becoming more vigilant about their social responsibilities.

3.6 CONTRIBUTION BY LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS
The history of the origin, growth and development of journalism in the lndian
languages have been described to show how these newspapers in various languages
helped in the fight against foreign rule, in our struggle for freedom. They built up a
glorious tradition in journalism, and they have helped the growth of democracy in
India.
Molding Public Opinion
Vernacular newspapers which were isolated during the freedom struggle are now
wielding a lot of influence and are potent instruments for molding public opinion. In
the past, they were struggling to survive, but now they are thriving. Initially, they
were organs of individual opinion. Now they are pre-occupied with political,
economic and social issues of general interest. The language newspapers today are
providing adequate coverage on all aspects of life. They are adopting sound business
principles. They have developed advertising as their main source of revenue and it
has led to the growth of an interesting relationship between owners, politicians and
business elites. They have also built up circulation by giving more attention to news
coverage and by catering to the, entertainment needs of readers. Through improved
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mechanical equipment, they are able to provide thicker and cheaper editions. There is
more diversity in the contents of the Indian language newspapers today; besides, they
also show greater responsibility in the collection and presentation of all reading
material.
The increase in the rate of literacy in India and a remarkable rise in the people‟s
standard of living are the two important contributing factors in the revolution in
circulation of the Indian language newspaper and periodicals. The role of the press
has certainly undergone a change after 1947 but the press has not wavered from its
fundamental role of a critical social educator.
The Provincial Press
With the advent of freedom and growth of democratic institutions, the regional and
provincial press has assumed significance. From the financial angle the regional
newspaper stands in the middle of the chain of which the metropolitan daily is the
strongest link and the district newspapers is the weakest. The constant problem for the
regional newspaper is to become financially viable. It does not have the resources of
the metropolitan daily. It has, however, to maintain certain minimum standards which
obviously require finance. A few of the small and independent language newspapers
have attained affluence and are acting as the real link between the people and the
government. In fact, these papers, which command respect by virtue of their passion
for truth and public service, are so effective that they act as opposition to the party in
power. Undoubtedly, this is a great contribution of the Indian Press.

3.7 DIGITAL TRANSITION OF NEWSPAPERS
Internet revolution has transformed each and every sphere of our lives. The same goes
with Press as well. World over, newspapers have undergone a gradual digital
transition and it is not different in India as well.
News organizations all over the world see audiences and advertisers moving away
from traditional platforms like print and television and towards digital, mobile, and
social media. Editors and journalists are experimenting with new forms of storytelling
and ways of reaching the audience, using their own websites and mobile apps as well
as social media, video sharing sites, chat apps, and many other platforms. Managers
meanwhile are working to develop new business models to fund news production in
an increasingly digital media environment where competition for attention and
advertising is much more intense and where getting people to pay for content can be
challenging.
Newspapers face the digital transition from different starting points and in different
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Page 29

contexts. In North America and Western Europe, internet access spread quickly,
advertising moved online fast, and print circulation declined throughout the 1990s
and 2000s. In some parts of East Asia, internet access spread quickly, but advertisers
and audiences continued to value print and the newspaper industry did not experience
the same dramatic downturn in revenues seen in many other high-income
democracies. In many low - and medium - income countries, internet use grew more
slowly at first – because many could not afford a personal computer and because the
communication infrastructure did not provide access, especially in rural areas – and
the impact of digital media on legacy media was modest initially. In India, for
example, it took 15 years from 1995 to 2010 before a 100 million people (8% of the
population) had internet access (World Bank, 2014). But since 2010, growth in
internet access has accelerated, in large part due to the rise of the mobile web, and by
2016, some estimate that around 30% of Indians have some kind of internet access
(IAMAI-IMRB, 2015). Digital media are now rapidly changing the overall media
environment in India in terms of how people find information, engage with public
affairs, and entertain themselves, and in terms of where advertisers invest their
money. How newspapers adapt to this change is shaped not only by the context they
operate in, but also by their organizational structure and professional culture. Legacy
media enter the digital environment with important assets, including their brand
reputation, loyal audiences, large newsrooms, and revenues from existing operations
that can be invested in new initiatives. But they also have liabilities that digital-born
start-ups do not, including a combination of organizational inertia and a professional
culture invested in the perceived superiority of existing products over new
alternatives. This has led many newspapers across the world to approach digital
media in a defensive and reactionary way, primarily oriented towards replicating the
print product in an online environment. The most visible example of this is what
some call „shovel-ware‟, where articles produced for the printed paper are simply
posted on the website and mobile app with little or no adaptation of content,
distribution, or timing to the digital environment. This is rarely an effective way to
stand out in a competitive digital media environment. Therefore, leading legacy news
organizations all over the world are increasingly working to develop digitally native
approaches to both the practice and the business of journalism, focusing on
integrating editorial principles, new technologies, and the business realities of a
changing media environment.
The Indian language newspapers have evolved their own experience and are
responding to the demands of their readers. Local and regional news assumes more
importance than national or international news. They normally do not miss any “spot
news” of national or international significance which they get through the news
agencies. But events and problems of the locality or the region are of special interest
to them as they are not adequately treated in the metropolitan newspapers.
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The vernacular press has assumed leadership of the local community and is respected
by their readers as their friend, philosopher and guide. People of local communities
find their names and views in the smaller papers. They see their joys and sorrows
reflected in the columns of the newspapers and develop a kind of personal and
emotional attachment to these papers. This, in a way, helps the growth of village
republics. Indian language newspapers have ceaselessly tried to interpret the real
heritage and culture of India. In this task, they have had the goodwill and support of
many great men from all walks of life. Thus, they have strengthened the basic unity
of India.
3.8 CONCLUSION
Indian language newspapers will continue to expand, and advertising revenue and
political excitement will determine their contents and character. In the present
situation, there seems little doubt that capitalism and consumerism will continue to
grow. Indian language newspapers will play a key part in spreading consumerist
messages in the various regions. In that process, what is likely to happen is that in
each linguistic region there would be just one or two major, dominating newspapers.
The diversity and competition which characterizes the language press at present may
be obliterated in the next 10 years. Yet the multiplicity of languages offers some
guarantee against a national domination of the print media by one or two chains. The
sheer number of highly developed languages in India ensures against the sort of
national chain dominance that afflicts the press in countries like the U.S.A., Canada
and U.K., France and Australia.
3.9 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Trace the growth of language newspaper in India.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

2. What are reasons for newspaper boom in India?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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3. How has digitalization transformed newspapers?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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