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1.1 Learning Objectives
After completion of this unit, learners will able to understand;
 Cold war as information war
 Communication as conflict
 Changing mode og global news

1.2 Introduction
Cold War was the state of mounting tension between the USA and Soviet Russia after
the Second World War was over for Supremacy in the world as the Super Power. The
United States of America became the representative of the capitalist countries, and the
Soviet Union Russia became the representative of communism. Hence, there was an
ongoing rivalry between the two great powers. Since this rivalry did not result in a
war, but only in diplomatic incidents, it is called the Cold War.

1.3 Cold war as Information war
The whole period of cold war could be termed as the era of “Information war”.
To win this war, the U.S.A and the West as well as the socialist countries spent huge,
amounts of money to develop their information propagating mechanisms. The
developments of the satellite technology were, actually a result of this race to win the
information war.
The communist countries centralised all their activities, particularly information,
which was put under strict censorship. The service agencies, such as the Soviet KGB
of the Soviet Union were created to neutralise any non-communist effort to sabotage
the communist regimes. This was said to be largely on the lines of the CIA(Central
Intelligence Agency) the secret of service agency of the U.S.A and the McCarthy
forces, which had launched an anti-communist drive in the U.S.A during the early
1950s. The information and communist networks in socialist countries were very
active to counter any anti-socialist propaganda. The news agencies like TASS the
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Radio Moscow and the two newspapers the Pravda and the Izvestia in the Soviet
Union and Radio Beijing/Peking and the newspaper Renmin Ribao in China and the
news agency Xinhua/New China News Agency were ever ready to gather information
for the communist decision makers, and used by them to disseminate any information
which they considered would promote communism/socialism. These communication
mechanisms were also used to propagate Communist ideologies and counter the
propaganda of the USA and the west-European countries.
Thus, during the cold war period, both information and disinformation had become the
order in the day around across the globe.
The collapse of communism in the East-European countries, and disintegration of the
Soviet Union in 1989-91 brought a full war and its undeclared information war.

1.4 Communication and Conflict: Globalising the Cold War
Small nations today, more than ever, are challenging the world political and economic
structures. The experience in Vietnam and the Islamic revolution in Iran during
the1970s were only two dramatic examples of both political and ideological conflict
between the Super Powers on the one hand and smaller countries on the other. The
post-Cold war surge in so-called "ethnic conflict" is the continuation of a trend that
began in the1960s.The end of the cold war contributed to the long-term trend of state
conflict by increasing the number of nation-states experiencing such a power transition
writes Prof. Hamid Moulana.
It can be argued that because the great powers have a high stake in the maintenance of
the international system, and because they must maintain a posture to satisfy their
domestic political, military and economic elites, they have little interest under the
existing international system to make any revolutionary or fundamental changes in the
international communication structure as we now know it.
As Hamid Moulana writes, until the fall of the Soviet Union, competition and conflict
between the super powers took different forms and contents since a war between the
major powers would have meant global destruction, and because of the sophisticated
atomic weapons a total victory was no longer possible for either power, two important
poles of international military, diplomatic, technological and intellectual
communication emerged, each trying to maintain, protect and, if possible, advance its
dominance over the global society by controlling and manipulating information and
symbols. Access to domestic and international communication channels became the
major goal for advancing the perceptions of military, economic and cultural
superiority.
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In short, communications hardware and software became instruments in globalising
the cold war and ‘detente’ systems, often with correlations of the middle-level powers
or even the small powers, who either had no front or unity of their independence from
Super Powers, or were in such a state of flux that they tended to allow themselves with
one camp or the others on a number of issues and fronts.
In such a system of international relations, agenda setting remained as the main source
of power. In the last many years, as are silt of nationalism, revolution, ethnicity and
religion-political movements’ around the world the monopoly of great powers agenda
setting systems has been constantly challenged and, in some cases, even reduced.
Because the control over the means of power the means of international
communication is expensive and subject to economies of scale, there is little room for
smaller nations to infect themselves into the increasing global communication markets.
Today, the world's seven richest nations-the United States, Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy and Japan-control not only the bulk of the world's wealth, but also the
bulk of its future. But even within these rich nations there is concentration of wealth,
and smaller countries such as France and Canada fear that their own cultures will be
over taken by the American culture of commercialisation.
In the global society, writes Hamid Moulana, those who have hold mastery of
information and ready capital, rather than military might dictate the course of the
world. This so-called globalisation of the mass media combined with the globalisation
of the economy has resulted in the production and the distribution of television, video,
and other cultural industry products that have led not only to homogeneity of the
products but also to the reproduction of violent programmes across national
boundaries just because they are simply inexpensive and they have ability to cross
cultural barriers.
As we have entered period of challenging and chaotic digital transformation, the result
will be a redefinition of international Politics in teams to communication and cultural
activities. The unpredictability of international, events and the insecurity of the major
powers, who are no longer necessarily masters of their own fates, are included in this
unsettling reality, as are the erosion of the nation state system and the increasing
demands for change from smaller nations and groups. It is neither an “end of
ideology” as American sociologist Daniel Bell predicted some year ago, nor the
commentator Francis Fukuyama, more end of history, that one conservative
commenter, Francis Fukuyama, more recently noted. Simply put, history clearly is
open; new ideologies and a new world have begun, writes Hamid Moulana. The
agenda setting of the day-what to table so and what to think about-becomes more
important than what position one must take about the issues that are confronting the
world community. The conflict is just as much about the priority and primacy of the
issues as about the nature of the issues themselves.
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Thus control over information flow and communication must accompany access to
material and natural resources. It is only under a powerful and communication and
information system that one can determine the parameters of international security
debates. In short, conceptualisation of the world, regional and national problems is the
basis for political, economic and military mobilisation.

1.5 International Strategic Communication
A less explored, area in the literature of international relations is the strategic aspect of
information flow. Guests for new ideologies and a new world accompany sender
modern and military space age technology, to a considerable extent, has changed the
traditional strategy and notion of land, sea and air battlefields. The American
government's plans to develop a space-based weapons system that used satellites, to
identify the former Soviet intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) as they emerged
from their silos is a case in point. The Agency (DARPA) at the U.S. Department of
Defence was given the mission to identify, create, and develop new technologies that
could alter the balance of power between the two super Powers. The ‘Star Wars’
protect as the media labelled it was supposed to be a deterrent.
Further, during the cold was the U.S. was office Pentagon completed a strategic master
plan to give the U.S. the capability of winning a protracted nuclear war with the
former Soviet Union. According to press report “one consequence of this planning has
been a commitment of $18 billion to provide a communication system that could
endure such protracted nuclear warfare". In short, increasingly accurate missile
technology and sophisticated means of communications, coupled with military
satellites in orbit, gave confidence and support to these protected or planned strategies.
The Soviet Union, of course, had its own military-oriented space protects that had not
yet been publicised.
Hamid Moulana writes that, “Indeed, as the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the
emergence of the so-called “Post–cold war” era, demonstrated these technologies,
already have becomes alternative security systems. The ability of the United States and
its allies to use modern communication technologies as a major strategic advantages in
the Persian Gulf War is indeed a case in point. Yet, the fact remains that non-weapons,
sensory communication and computer technology are challenging the strategic balance
of power, making the nation-state system less secure and in many ways precipitating a
new round in the arms race, especially in such strategic areas as the Persian Gulf.
A monograph discussing the transparency revolution-sensory, communication, and
computing-concludes that "effective control of space by one state would lead to
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planet- wide hegemony”. This transparency revolution, which has “created an
elementary planetary nervous system, fragment of a planetary cybernetic, has
militarised yet another natural feature of the planet lying beyond the effective
sovereignty of the nation-state-the electromagnetic spectrum".
"In ancient times, Persia's extensive transportation and postal services were the
indispensable nerve system in its war with Greece. During the nineteenth century,
Britain's control of the undersea cable network was responsible for its naval hegemony
in the world. In twentieth century, the first ocean-spanning satellites enabled the
American President to pick up bombing targets in Vietnam in the morning and see
photo inspection images of the results in the evening writers Hamid Moulana.
The strategic importance of space communication, technology has obvious economic
dimensions as well.
For example: INTELSAT provides a system on which about a quarter of the
communication traffic either originates or terminates in the United States, a system
consisting of billions of dollars’ worth of satellites manufactured by the U.S. firms and
a system which provides homes and business across America with in expensive and
efficient access to virtually every place on earth.
At the same time the globalisation of national economics and the fact that a quarter of
world-wide economic activities are now involved with international trade and services
give further incentives for a country a leading edge in communication technology.
The privatisation and proliferation of inter-national satellite systems were opposed by
many including the third world countries, because, as was reported by the director of
INTELSAT Richard Colino, in 1986, they were likely to serve only the most lucrative
heavier routes of the United States – European communication, and doubly harm the
Third World.
Privatisation and commercialisation of the communication satellite systems were thus
completed by the mid-1990s.
We have already mentioned in theBlock-1 that the mass media are regarded as
essential to successful war propaganda since only channels generated to reach the
whole, public and have the advantage of being regarded as trust-worthy. The
possibility for synergy between war-making and news-making are obvious, under the
conditions of information monopoly or serve ethnic conflicts, control of the media has
often been used to foster hatred and mobilise populations to violence. The historic
examples of the twentieth century are clear enough.
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The Vietnam war, the Falklands war, the two Persian Gulf war, the Arab-Israeli
conflict, war in Kosovo, was in Afghanistan, and to Iran-Iraq war in all these cases
there have always been attempts to use the mass media to the hill for propaganda
purposes by the interested parties, mainly the Cold War actors, without giving any,
attention to the interests of the targeted audiences.
To repeat a little in most of the war cases, mentioned, the strategy of becoming the
main or only source of useful news content was largely successful in achieving the
primary propaganda aim of maintaining at least tolerant support from domestic and
significant world opinion. In the Iraq war, the tactic of the American troops to embed
correspondents to ensure a one-sided and favourable view of events is a glaring
example of how the media were made tools of propaganda. Reports also suggested that
Russia had learnt which lessons to apply in Chechnya war of 1999.
Before these hot wars there was extensive, mainly American propaganda at home and
abroad in pursuit of cold war aims, despite the successful propagation of the view that
it was the ‘other side’ that used propaganda.
The main conditions in support of successful propaganda have been present: near
monopoly of supply of information and images for the home population and abroad
consensus on goals. In most of the instances, ‘enemy' propaganda has been largely
unable to reach its targets in the ‘home’ country intentionally.
Nevertheless, there in increasing difficulty in managing international opinion, mainly
because the world is more divided and with more independent national information
sources. In the case of Iraq, as events unfolded, control of the flow of information
diminished and the propaganda of the victors was open to unsettling reality checks.
Shifts in public opinion against the war in participating countries suggested that
propaganda was initially successful but later weakened. The media of most countries
tended to follow the policy line of together governments, although the media in Spain
were mainly, antagonistic and the British media were divided in opinion and torn
between patriotism and reason.
Snow and Taylor (2006) Characterised U.S. propaganda efforts as a success at home
and a failure abroad. They see the whole event as serving to expose the journalistic
myths of an adversarial relation with the government and of objectivity of practice.
The facts flowing from the Event so, government and military tend to gain more
attention and have more impact on than alternative versions of opinion of events
without a strong basis in evidence. Even so, there is a difference between successful
news management and good public relations (PR), which the Bush administration did
usually achieve in the short run and overall long-term success in shaping public
opinion as predicted by the hegemonic tradition, of media propaganda theory. But
even successful propaganda doesn't endure for ever. Pfauetal (2007) cite evidence to

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Page 6

show that overall exposure to TV news was linked to reduced pride of the US presence
in Iraq and less support for the continuation of the war.
In the case of the Kosovo conflict in 1999, many of these conditions also present, but
there was more need of active official propaganda efforts by NATO countries because
of the moral and legal doubtfulness of the air attack on civilian targets in Yugoslavia
and divided public opinion. Familiar methods were used to demonise the Serb army
and media were open to manipulation by pressure groups eager to prove that attack on
Serbia, especially by creation and Kosovo activities.
Forestal(2001) describe propaganda efforts in relation to Serbia as similar to those
used by Kuwaiti exiles in the lead up to the first Gulf war Wolfgram (2008) describes
the way in which information was invented are manipulated by the German and
American governments about alleged Serbian atrocities in order to legitimate
bombing. Two illusions were fostered: that there were multiple sources of evidence
and that there was independent confirmation of charges. A dark side of Western massmediated Propaganda was revealed than had been the case for some time. A somewhat
similar scenario has obtained in Afghanistan and Iraq wars.
Historical and present-day examples of propaganda in action indicate that there is no
single formula for success, since all depends on the contingent circumstances.
The record also shows that free and independent media can almost as easily
become effective vehicles for well-managed propaganda, as, the media in the hands of
propagandists of autocratic states, says McQuail.
Bias and Framing
The language of international reporting can trigger false images and framing news is a
way of giving some overall interpretation to isolated items of fact. It is almost
unavoidable for journalists to do this and in so doing to depart from pure ‘objectivity’
and to introduce some, unintended bias. When information is supplied to news media
by sources, as much often is, then it arrives with a built-in frame that suits the purpose
of the source and is unlikely to be purely objective.
According to Entman (1993) “Framing involves selection and silence". He summarises
the main aspects of framing by saying that frames define problems, diagnose causes,
make moral judgments and suggest remedies. It is clear that a very large number of
textual devices can be used to perform these activities. They include using certain
words or phrases, making certain contextual references, choosing certain files or
pictures, giving examples as typical, referring to certain sources and so on.
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Almost all news about the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe was for decades in terms
of the cold war and the Soviet ‘enemy’. Much the same was for China, until it became
too important to offend.
Inevitably, as McQuail says, framing reflects both sources that are chosen and the
national context in which news is produced, thus also the foreign policies of the
countries concerned. The Iraq war produced much evidence of the alignment of
national media systems with their governments and public opinion.
Bird and Dardenne (2009) contrast U.S. and British reporting of the ‘shock and awe’
bombing of Baghdad was to which was described by the U.S.in admiring terms as a
demonstration of power and by Great Britain as catastrophic, destructive and
outrageous.
Entman (1991) describes U.S. reporting of two similar air tragedies in which military
action caused the deaths of large number of civilians. One was the Korean aircraft
(KAL 007) shot down in 1983 by the Soviet plane, the other was the Iranian civil
flight (Iran Air 655) shot down in 1988 by the US naval vessel in the Persian Gulf.
The events were reported quite differently in ways that reflected both ethnocentrism
and the international tensions of the times. The manner of reporting in words, tone and
problem, constituted different frames in the sense under discussion.
The U.S. media framed the shooting down of KAL007 a deliberate and as an attack
and
the
reporting
tone
was
emotional/human;
while
the
U.S. media frame of shooting down the Iran Air 655called the event a mistake and a
tragedy and the tone of reporting was neutral sound technical.
Race relation issues for instance, have often been presented in the media as
problematic for society rather than for immigrant minorities Van Gorp’s (2005)
account of Belgian press coverage of asylum seekers showed a division between a
frame of ‘victim’ that invited sympathy and a frame of ‘intruder’ that raised public
fears and opposition.
Manheim (1998) describes the misleading public relations campaign, designed to gain
American public support for action to liberate Kuwait in 1990 and 1991. Research
indicated that an appeal to justice did not help as much as the demonization of Saddam
Hussain, the Iraqi president as a latter-day Hitler. In the 1999 Kosovo conflict, NATO
propaganda aimed from the start of the air attack on Yugoslavia to frame the event as
both a necessary and a ‘humanitarian’ war against ‘genocide', also calling up images
of the Holocaust, comparing Miloševićto Hitler and generally demonising the Serbs.
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Foerstal (2001) describes a public relations campaign on behalf of Kosovo Albanians
as very similar to the discredited Kuwait PR campaign. The purpose was to raise
support in western public opinion and to combat criticism of the action. The materials
for framing were readily available to the media from previous years of savage Balkan
conflict, and the propaganda offensive was largely successful. To some degree, the
same media control tactics were followed by the American-led coalition in the war
against Iraq in 2003, explains McQuail.
Framing and Public Cynicism
The degree of farming the news during the Cold War period was as high as media's
agenda setting and media control by the interested parties to use media for propaganda
purposes. Cappella and Jamieson proposed a model of framing effects, with the central
idea that news frames activate certain inferences, ideas, Judgment and contrasts
concerning issues, policies and politicians. Their particular concern was, to assess
whether consistent faming of political news as either strategic (dealing with attempts
to gain campaign advantage) or "Conflict oriented (as opposed to objectively reporting
substance) would contribute to greater public cynicism about politics. Their evidence
supports the idea of a cumulative (spiralling) process of increased scepticism as a
media effect.
Structuring Reality and unwitting Bias
Common too much theory in this area is the view, that long-term media effects occur
unintentionally, as a result of media organisational tendencies occupational practices
technical limitations and the systematic application of certain news values, frames and
formats. Thus, Paletz and Entman (1981)attributed the propagation of a ‘conservative
myth’ by us media during the 1970s mainly to pack journalism’-the tendency of
journalists to work together, arrive at a consensus, cover, the same stories and use the
same news sources. In their coverage of the Balkan wars, the Gulf crisis of 1990-91
and subsequently, most western media have tended to frame the news that is both
consensual and supportive of western actions, although the Gulf was showed up deep
issues (e.g. Tumber and Palmer, 2004)
A tendency for mainstream media to take the side of the government of the day under
conditions of war or emergency has often been observed, with various explanations
offered. A key theory in this matter has been provided by, Bennet (1990), which
proposes that journalists tend to reflect or ‘index’ the range of views in the mainstream
political debate. This tends to marginalise minority and critical voices and promotes an
apparent consensus. Althaus (2003), provides some evidence for this thesis and it
seems to have been reconfirmed by the case of Iraq.
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The notion that media ‘structures reality' in a way that is often shaped by their own
needs and interests has been demonstrated. An early example was the study by Lang
(1953) of the television coverage of their turn of the General McArthur from Korea
after this recall this showed how a relatively small-scale and muted occasion was
tuned (in its reporting) into something approaching a demonstration of welcome and
support by the selective attention of cameras and commentary to points of most
activity and interest. The reportage was seeking to reproduce from rather
unsatisfactory materials a suitable version of what had been predicted as a major
occasion.
Evidence of an actual effect from such media practice how people define reality is not
easy to find. However, in their study of how children come to define the ‘problem’ of
race and immigration Hartman and Husband (1947) showed that dominant media
definition is picked up where personal experience was lacking. A different kind of
effect was documented by Gitlin (1980) in relation to the media coverage of the
radical, U.S. student movement in the late 1960s. Here the media played a major part
in shaping of the image of this movement for the North American Public The line of,
effected generally accorded with the media’s own needs (such as those for dramatic
action, celebrities, personalities and conflicts) and caused the student movement itself
to respond to this image and adapt and develop accordingly.
While the media are often acting without any deliberate bias, it is possible for their
known tendencies to be made we for purposes of news management.
Pseudo events
The effects referred here probably derive from ‘unwitting biases in the media, but the
potential to define reality is often exploited knowingly. The term ‘pseudo-event’ has
been used to refer to a category of event more or less manufactured to gain attention or
create a particular impression (Boorstin,1961; McGinnis, 1969). The staging of
pseudo-events is now a familiar tactic in many elections and other campaigns, but
more significant is the possibility that a high percent of media coverage of ‘actuality’
really consists of planned events which are intended to shape impression in favour of
the interest or another. Those most able to manipulate actuality coverage are those
with most power; so, the bias, if it exists may be unwitting on the part of the media but
is certainly not so for those trying to shape their own ‘image’ (Molotch and Lester,
1974).
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1.6 Media After Cold War: Blueprint from an Editor
Editor of the Financial Times London Richard Lambert in his
essay, ‘Business News and international Reporting’ first published in 1999 in Media
Studies Journal writes that “one of the most important business stories of the last 20
years was the collapse of the Soviet Union. What seemed at the time like an event
primarily of political and strategic importance turned to have profound consequences
for financial markets and business everywhere? It transformed the structure of
Europe's most powerful economy, Germany, in a way that was to have enormous
consequence for all its neighbours. Directly or indirectly, it opened the doors of
countries around the world that had previously been closed to foreign trade and
international, companies. It turned the United States into the unchallenged global super
power and marked the start of a period in which the American brand of capitalism
swept across the world".
Regarding the impact of the dis integration of the Soviet system on media world
Lambert writes that, “here is the paradox just as the old model of international news
reporting based on bureaus & general correspondents, has moved into a stage of rapid
decline, so the business news organisations have been expanding their networks of
specialist correspondents around the world at a hectic pace while the television
networks and big city newspapers were cutting back their foreign coverage and
returning to bare, specialist groups like Reuters, Bloomberg, the Financial Times and
Dow Jones - and still are devoting an increasing share of their resources to global
news.
“It is not just in the United States that the general public has become more inward
looking and less interested in what's happening elsewhere in the world. The same is
happening in the United Kingdom and the rest of Europe. It is also true that news
organisations everywhere have become more concerned with maximising profits and
less interested in a public service function. Keeping expensive foreign bureaus has
become increasingly hard to justify in the face of public indifference.
“But in an increasingly globalised capital, market, business news organisations have
had to move in the opposite direction. As the Soviet collapse showed, political
developments can have dramatic business consequences. And economic changes can
have an equally big impact on politicians. The collapse of the banking system in
Thailand in 1997 caused a chain reaction around the world. It helped to trigger
political upheavals in South Korea and Indonesia. He tested the policies of Brazil's
president Cardoso almost to the point of destruction. And its impact was felt not just in
the financial markets of New York, London and Tokyo. They also rippled through the
political capitals of the world.
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“Even the United States, for all its economic and strategic power has become less
immune to economic events outside its borders. International trade is accounting for an
increasing share of its economy, and international trade conflicts have become of
growing, source of aggravation for its policy-makers. U.S. business have greatly
increased their levels of investment outside their own borders, and foreign companies
have done, the same within the United States. Portfolio investors have been putting
significant sums in foreign bonds and Equities. And the almighty dollar is facing its
first real challenge in decades in the shape of the newly created Euro.
“All this is transforming the nature of business reporting. It is not a coincidence that
three leading international groups area U.K. based-The Economist, Reuters and the
Financial Times-because London has been the world's biggest international capital
market for most of the last 200 years. But others are now following suite, and business
reporters everywhere are having to take a broader view”.
After suggesting that the business news organisations need to have bureaus of
reporters in international centres for a series of reasons for business and financial
reporting the thoughtful editor Lambert turns his attention to “bigger’ and broader
questions that also need reporting from the ground in a way that cannot be done by
reporters who are passing the region in a quick trip”.
Lambert says that, “China is the most obvious example. Its political and economic
development… will have enormous implications for international security and trade,
all of which will in turn bear directly on the business community. It is a difficult and
complex story to report, one that requires and understanding of the sensitivity and
nuances of politics and culture as well as of the business community. The business
news organisation, that does this best will have a distinct competitive and will
certainly build coverage on a platform of strong locally based reporting.
Providing a blueprint of new responsibility to the business media the Editor of the
Financial Times writes that, “This emphasis on business as opposed to general
reporting is reconfiguring the landscape of international news... There are three
problems here, the first is that business news organisations have a natural tendency to
allocate their resources both in terms of reporting and space, on the basis of a region's
importance in terms of world trade and commodity output. This means that some
international stories that are of great importance in strategic terms can get, overlooked:
Kosovo does not have a natural home on the business page”.
The second" Lambert writes, “is that the priorities of these organisations will change
in accordance with shifts in the global economy in the wake of the OPEC
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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(Organisation of Petroleum Exporting countries) oil boom in the 1970s, the Financial
Times had a sizeable cadre of reporters devoted to the Middle East. This has been cut
back over the years as the oil wealth was frittered away and more firepower was
required in Asia and Latin America. For a business audience the region is less
important than it was. But in terms of human and strategic interest, it remains of vital
interest.”
The editor explains that “The third problem is that of stock markets movements and
International trade flows are not the only guides to the kind of the story that
going to matter to the business Community, let alone a broader audience. For example,
there is no immediate reason why most business people should care about news events
in Africa. For all its natural resources, Algeria is more or less that off from the world
by its domestic political troubles, and its neighbours to the west, scarcely register on
the Global economic league table. Yet the political and economic fortunes North
Africa are potentially of very direct economic interest to the whole of Western Europe.
If things go badly in the region in the coming years, it is not difficult to imagine a tide
of emigration that would pose great social and economic pressures across the
Mediterranean”. Lambert cites the example Indonesia, saying “Ahead of the economic
and political crunch in1997-98, it was widely regarded by business and supranational
organisations like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as a model Asian economy,
and are that presented great business opportunities. Only later did it become clear that
its structure had been undermined by corruption, financial imprudence and
human rights Issues”.
He advises the business reporters to learn to ask questions that may not come naturally
to people of their background and training. In Europe, for example, Lambert says there
is a broad consensus among the business community that the Economic Union is the
best way forward, but that view is not widely spreads among the community as a
whole and business leader do not have a brilliant track record when it comes to
judging such essentially political issues. Their consensus needs to be challenged.
In his final note Lambert is assertive: The growth of global business news reporting
helps to plug the gap left by the contraction of international reposting by television and
general newspapers. Some publications, like The Economist and the Financial Times
are deliberately seeking to reach out to a wider audience, people who are naturally
readers of business news but who feel the need for a better understanding of what’s
going on outside their own country. However successfully they do their job, business
reporters in the end are going to be serving a rather narrow and exclusive audience.
One of the biggest challenges in the coming years will be to find ways of keeping the
general public in touch with their place in touch with their place in the world sound
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political leadership depends on the support of informed citizens. That in turn requires a
steady and consists view of both local and international events and one that is not
confined to the business pages".

1.7 Global News changing views: Economy, Fall of Communism shift
media Priorities
(It is the heading of an article by the Editor of the International Press Institute report.
Alvin Shuster, who has to his credit, of being a foreign editor and senior consultant of
the Los Angeles Times. ‘Global News: Changing views’ was originally published in
the IPI Report; February March 1996)
Shuster writes that the global corps of correspondents, like the world itself has been
changing and evolving in numbers, style, goals and interests.
To try to determine the extent and nature of these changes’ IPI (International press
Institutes) Report sampled the state of foreign coverage today and raised a series of
questions, among them: What has been the impact of cutbacks and recession? How
have print and broadcast media adjusted? How much interest is there? Has the space
and time devoted to foreign news been shrinking? What are topics of most interest in
various countries? Some of the highlights of the report are as follows:
Print and broadcast media, are cutting back on the number of foreign correspondents
based overseas, though these are exceptions. With the publishers took a hard look at
those expenses and decided on alternatives such as increased use of wire agencies and
decided an alternative such as increased use of wire agencies and of ‘Parachuting’ of
reporters into crises from home base.
The collapse of communism has had a clear impact. In Russia, 'Izvestia', which
boasted more than 40 correspondents in the ‘old’ days, is now down to
10;‘Pravda’,once 40, now has about 20 ‘Tarss’ once with more than 100, is down too
fewer than 70.The tone of the coverage has shifted throughout the former communist
Bloc. Foreign coverage in Russia, for example, has tilted toward moderation with
more balanced dispatches plus a dose of the "bizarre” news from abroad.
In Asia, newspapers seem to be bucking the trend by increasing their coverage of
foreign news, particularly if it is closer to home. In part, this is because of the
continuing economic boom that has intensified Asian reader’s interest in their
neighbours. In Japan, the country with the most foreign correspondents, the staff is
being reduced in Europe and increased in Asia.
In Africa, the opposite seems to be true there is more interest in what goes on in
distant industrialised West than in events on that hinge continent. This beyond the
continent interest is due partly to the links of former colonial powers such as Britain,
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France and Belgium and to the obvious concern about the prices of coffee or copper
or gold in Western Capitals Editors tend to rely almost totally on wire agencies.
In Latin America, editors are experimenting with a new pooling arrangement whereby
non-competing papers in Colombia, Argentina, Chilie and Peru join in supporting a
single correspondent in a newsy capital such as Moscow. “We think it is working”,
said one editor. "We may try to expand, perhaps to Beijing or Hong Kong.
And in the United States, newspapers have reduced their staffs at home and abroad,
but the major papers that cover the world, the New York Times, Los Angeles Times,
Washington Post and the wall Street Journal, and the news magazines remain
committed to extensive coverage overseas. The television networks have cut away
way back on correspondents based abroad, but CNN continues to grow and maintains
a bigger staff abroad than the major networks combined.
Shuster writes “For all the editors in print and broadcast, the new challenge is to try to
capture and keep the interests of their readers and viewers. The cold war is over the
threat of nuclear conflict has diminished, and the tendency is to turn inward, to focus
more on domestic news and local communities. Bosnia captures attention, as does
human rite suffering elsewhere, but what about the rest of the world?
“So much of the coverage beyond national borders, of course, depends on the
perspective of the editors and broadcasters making their daily decisions. If they think
the public is not interested in international events, then clearly the coverage is
minimal, no matter the expense.
"It is true many newspapers in the world apart from the major ones do pay only limited
attention to foreign news despite the widely held view that overseas development
soften have a major impact on domestic concerns. Therein lies the challenge”.
"People no longer want to read just news, nude and rude", said Mario Varga, foreign
editor of ‘La Stampa’ in Turin, Italy. “We have to give a more behind-the-scenes
reportage of political of social events".
There are very important stories to which we don't do justice said Christian Malar,
foreign news editor of the public television channel "France 3. We don't give enough
explanation, to enough depth coverage stops at pictures and lynches”.
"Other editors, Schuster says, "reported that they continue to press foreign
correspondents to provide more analysis, and insight and to write with a style that will
arrest readers. Moreover, they are telling their reporters to make their report more
relevant to their readers, to answer 'why should I care?” question.
"If the big issue in a country is health care or the criminal Justice system, for example,
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editors say they attempt to look more at how other countries deal with those
challenges. And they attempt to do it in a way that will capture the attention of their
readers and throw light on complexities.
“Despite all the changes for the better in the thrust of coverage, frustration too often
prevails. The Munich-based Sueddeutsche Zeitung, for example, has lost circulation,
partly because of growing unemployment in that area, but also because reading habits
are changing now that private television has taken hold in Germany".
We now have people cancelling subscriptions because they say the paper is too thick”,
commented a member of the paper’s foreign editing staff Kurt Kister. “There is an
editorial pressure for shorter stories and to reduce costs".
Shuster says "another problem to arise in countries where regimes are determined to
shape the way the world is presented to their citizens. This is becoming more difficult
in this era of computers and satellites, but the efforts to control the news go on.”
“The Egyptians, for instance, find balanced coverage of foreign news often hard to
come by because so much of their media are linked to the state, which owns most of
the news organisations.
In China, newspapers and state-owned news agencies present a broad of international
news. But there are limits and the government is taking new
steps to control the flow of information. Xinhua the official Chinese agency, will now
supervise all economic news agencies from abroad, which are threatened with
punishment if they distribute reports that "slander or jeopardise the interests" in China.
So, is the foreign news coverage all that much better today? The answer is a
resounding ‘yes’ most of the times it is well written, informative, important, relevant,
analytical, stylish and often bright" says Shuster.
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Check Your Progress
1. Why cold war is known as information war, Discuss?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
2. How international communication do took place during cold wars?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
3. Define how global communication and conflict arises due to cold
war?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
4. Narrate how the global news changing their views?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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UNIT-2: Media during Vietnam War
2.0 Unit Structure
2.1 Learning Objectives
2.2 Introduction
2.3 Print and TV reporting
2.4 The U.S. Involvement
2.5 The end of War
Check your progress

2.1 Learning Objectives
The objective of this unit is to understand media during Vietnam War, after reading
this unit you will be able to learn about;
 Print and TV reporting
 U.S. involvement in Vietnam War

2.2 Introduction
“Early on the morning of January, 1973, reporters in camouflage when the clustered
around a car radio alone Highway One of Saigon listening to President Nixon tell the
world the Vietnam War is over. It was eight o'clock sharp, the moment at which all
sides had agreed to cease fire while they worked out a permanent accord. Nixon was
saying "...the beginning of an era of peace for all mankind”, but the reporters could
hardly wear him. South Vietnamese Skyraiders, which suddenly burst from the clouds
to drop 500-poundbombs on North Vietnamese positions, were making too much
noise.
“For the correspondents,
it
was
only mildly ironic
that they
had to scramble to avoid being the first casualties of piece in Vietnam. They
understood all too well the nature of the war; that was why they were out watching the
ceasefire a Highway one that morning. Every time someone back home talked about
lights at the end of tunnels or a just and honest peace, they
exchanged a few, rude jokes and tossed flak Jackets into their Jeeps to head back up
the road correspondents, knew that the war that always seemed over to those over far
away was a deepening quagmire with no end in sight. That they had such trouble
getting the message across to Americans was no surprise. No
war, from the first clash of stone axes, has ever been faithfully depicted to those back
home. No far away reader or viewer however plentiful his sources – can fee a war’s
full impact of truly understand its intricacies. And Vietnam was no exception”. Thus,
recounts Mort Rosenblum (the former Editor of the International Herald Tribune who
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was also a veteran Ap Journalists) his memory of the Vietnam War coverage in his
book “coups and Earthquakes”.

2.3 Print and TV Reporting
Rosenblum writes that the Vietnam War was covered more intensely than any other
history, and reporters, for the first time, were able to use space-age tools and
techniques. They had rare freedom to move around and to say, what they saw. But the
problems of covering are not necessarily physical, and they go beyond
the general difficulty of transmitting reality.
The new styles introduced in Vietnam had advantages but they also had drawbacks.
Depending on who you believe, television reporters and cameramen either brought the
horror of the war into people’s living rooms, or they desensitised it by capturing it in a
small box with an off switch. Vietnam was television's first war and the TV coverage
too had its own political fall outs in America. Popular disenchantment with the
government policy during Vietnam War was fuelled by graphic reportage of the war
on television whether it was the killing spree of American troops in my Laior Mekong
delta.
President Lyndon B. Johnson's stand for a second term in office was a direct result of
the unpopularity of the war as seen in America's screens. Television has been a force
in American life, especially in politics. John F.Kennedy's victory over Richard Nixon
in the Presidential election of the 1960s was probably due to his better showing in
televised debates.
Through the effectiveness of photo journalism, public opinion in America as well as
across the world, tilted against the Vietnam War and the American government came
under the scanner.
One of the most dramatic photographs of the Vietnam War showed a nine-year-old girl
running screamingly down the Highway one, her clothing burned off by flaming
napalm. But that picture ironically, did not make to the newspapers. The AP
Photographer Nick Ut had taken this photograph.
When he was near Trang Bang, South Vietnamese sky raiders dropped Napalm too far
behind the frontlines and burned civilians Nick Ut. brought back a several dozen
pictures showing children and women trying frantically to save themselves from the
raging flames while others watched in horror. The AP associated press photographer
Ut left the pictures at the bureau and went back to work.
Four correspondents suggested to one that they thought the pictures that Nick Ut
brought should be raised to New York for distribution.
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No one chose the picture of the girl. But, Horst Fass, the German Photo editor, picked
it out immediately as the first of a series of four. Several correspondents accused Fass
of selecting a secondary picture because of jealousy one warned that the girt editors
might think the girl was too old to be shown naked. Fass insisted, and the picture was
sent. This photo not only own every photographic prize including the Pulitzer but also
Senator George McGovern adopted it dramatize his anti-war campaign for the
presidency.
Fass and his French colleague Michel Laurent, a gentle Parisian who won a Pulitzer
Prize in1972, for pictures of bayonetting and applying lighted cigarettes to terrified
poisoners in Bangladesh also did not miss Vietnam for their war photography. Laurent
was killed in the final days of the Vietnam was going up one more road.
Fass was a brave photographer. His split-level, personality sometimes threw
people off track. Once, during customary lengthy liquid lunch at Saigon's Hotel
Royale, a British Journalist asked him why he liked to cover war He replied "I like the
boom-bom".
"The main thing", once Fass said of his profession, is to always be on the top of
story to be a part of it, without getting involved in it. There is no good concerned
photographer. But no photographer is good if he is unconcerned. It is said that, on
assignment, behind twin black Leica flexes, Fass thought nothing but the picture he
needed and how to get it.
Michel Laurent wandered in to the AP’s Paris bureaus as a 15-year-old boy who had
trouble at school and wanted to make pictures. He was hired as an office boy. He
worked his way through the photo library, the dark room and the transmission desk to
gather enough money for cameras and selling the AP, freelance picture on the side. At
19, he was hired as a photographer. He had photographed during war in the erstwhile.
East Pakistan, now Bangladesh and the ethnic strife in the former Ceylon, now Sri
Lanka.
In the early 1970s, Laurent accepted share in the French photo agency
Gamma. He was shooting his pictures for his new agency when North Vietnamese
troops sprayed him with automatic weapons fire as he went out to photograph them.
Kyoichi Sawada a Japanese Photographer of UPI (United Press International) who was
assigned to Vietnamin 1965. Sawada won the 1966 Pulitzer Prize for picture of a
woman refugee struggling to get her children across a river in space in Vietnam.
Afterwards he tracked down the woman and shared the prize money on an assignment,
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later, he was captured by communist troops in Cambodia in1970, but was released
without explanation eight hours later.
A few months later, Sawada was killed going up the road. It is written that;
photographers don't talk about death of risk. Those are constants which each
photographer handles in his way. The undaunted Horst Fass spent eight years in
Vietnam a fact that would inevitably send shudders in the spine of anybody who
thought of war photography. When he decided he had reached the point where he was
pushing this duck, he left the war for other assignment.
Mort Rosenblum, who himself was also in Vietnamas Ap correspondent says that a
photographer can never be sure of his subject’s reaction to the camera. Rick Merron,
illustrating a story on drug use by U.S. soldiers in Vietnam, was prepared for weeks of
risky surreptitious work to get a single picture of illicit dealing. But on his first day, at
an infantry barracks when heroin was being passed around like chewing gum, he
decided to go for broke. He nervously revealed a camera, and before anyone could
grab him, quickly suggested that he might Photograph only hands exchanging
cellophane bags. He assured that all faces would be thrown far out of focus of them
protested ‘why, man? No one will be able to see me then”.
Larry Burrows, ‘Life’ magazines old Asia hand, was working leisurely in Calcutta
making pictures of museum pieces for a story on the British. He was sent suddenly
back to Vietnam and almost overnight, he was lying dead in the smoking remains of a
helicopter writes Rosenblum.
In the thick of the war, Morley safer, of CBS turned a camera on a well-brushed young
American marine, straight off a recruiting poster, as he ignored a weeping old woman,
pleading to keep her home. As the marine touched his Zippo lighter to the marked
roof, Safer delivered his message to Americans: This is the war in Vietnam.
In Vietnam, every correspondent had at least the equivalent rank of a major, and they
were allowed most privileges accorded to officers. They had priorities on aircraft and
use the military communication systems. Most of the correspondents felt that they
were supposed to stay neutral and the fact that they were travelling with one side or
the other did not matter. Some even threw away the card that identified them as noncombatant, because it was masked ‘MAJ’ in big letters under rank.
Perhaps, more important is whether a reporter should get involved in what he is
reporting in order to save a life. In a speech, after leaving Vietnam, Peter Arnett had
this to say:
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“I stood one hot noon outside Saigon market and watched a Buddhist monk in brown
robes climb from a taxi and squat on the pavement. He squirted gasoline over himself
from rubber bottle and flicked a cigarette lighter. He was apolitical immolation a few
feet in front of me. I felt horror and disgust as his body blackened puffed out like a
brunt pastry. I could have prevented that immolation by rushing at him and kicking the
gasoline away. As a human being I wanted to, as a reporter I couldn't. The
monk was one of many who committed suicide to dramatize the inequities of the Diem
regime in Saigon. If I had stopped him, the secret police who were watching from a
distance would have immediately arrested him and carried him off to God knows
where. If I had attempted to prevent them doing this, I would have propelled myself,
directly into Vietnam politics. My role is a reporter would have been destroyed along
with my credibility. What did I do? & photographed him burning on the side walk. I
beat off a dozen secret police trying to grab my camera. I raced to Ap office, wrote the
story and sent a radiophoto. It was on America's front pages the next morning. Three
months later, mainly because of the monk immolations, the Vietnamese unrest and the
worsening war, the American government gave the signal to overthrow Diem”.
Print correspondents, either helped reader’s gain new set of insights about the war, or,
they numbed them to insensibility with a torrent of words. Political and social
reporting gave, wider dimensions to the conflict but also led many readers toward
facile-and false-assumptions about the peoples involved.
Rosenblum says every modern conflict has demonstrated the same point: concerned
citizens can be reasonably informed about a war only if they work hard at it. A reader
and a viewer must analyse every piece of information presented to him, and he must
know who is presenting the information. Every battle account, political analysis and
body count have to be seen in a larger context and fitted into an overall mosaic
Guesswork must be recognised as a guesswork, however informed and confident the
writer may seem. Declarations, promises, threats and revelations by the warring parties
must be taken at no more or no less than face value. Keeping with a war is a long
process, there is no way to do it. Readers and viewers have to learn which reporter’s
news organisations to trust more than others and that takes careful analysis of months
of dispatches. They must add their own sense history and context to each fragmented
dispatch, since no medium has the space to repeat it all each time.
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2.4 The U.S. Involvement
For those who really the events in Vietnam were not so confusing. As for
back as 1947, the New York Times's Bob Trumbull warned that the Vietnamese from
the North appeased to be unbeatable, attacking by surprise at night, using sabotage and
trick, turning the enemy's strength into weakness and sighting with extraordinary
resolve. In the early 1960s, when the United States began to get involved in the war,
young reporters for the New York Times, the AP, UPI Time and other organisations
produced first-hand information that officials were grossly underestimating the
military threat. Even then correspondents in Saigon and in the war zones were writing
about the political difficulties and the corruption of the governments which
Washington, supported.
As it was progressed, Americans who could not see it for themselves were given
graphic articles of the battles and the sociological effects of their nation at war. Writers
spent weeks under fire and told about it in vivid first-person dispatches. Photographer
caught a police chief shooting a prisoner through the head a Buddhist monk
immolating himself and children engulfed in napalm flames.
But the reasoned, instructive reporting of a small group of professionals was very hard
to follow. In the first years of the American involvement, the correspondents on the
spot were overshadowed by Washington Columnists and reporters on brief visits who
accepted the American government’s optimistic view of events. As the war escalated,
a chorus of new voices obscured the picture. At one point 600 news people of widely
varying talents swarmed over Saigon and the scattered fronts. Instead of contributing
to an overall portrait of the war, they contradicted one another and focused distracting
attention isolated incidents Long-distance pundits wood uninformed analysis. Some
Washington news agencies continued to echo the official line without it against reality.
News agencies and newspapers often concentrated on headline-producing
fragmentsB52 strikes, body counts, and fire bases won and lost.
Rosenblum explains that in Vietnam, as in other conflicts, there were few good war
Correspondents, for one simple reason: it is extremely difficult work. These days there
are almost no ‘war correspondents': these are correspondents who cover new,
including wars when they come up. Even the most seasoned must start from scratch in
every war. They must learn the tactics and fighting styles of the combatants and then
plan out their own logistic. They have to develop accurate sources and study the
historical bases – and immediate causes of the war. They must figure out not how to
get to the most significant battles for a close look but also how to get back alive. The
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job takes a staggering toll, in mental anguish, emotional stress and sheer physical
energy.
A correspondent gambles not only with his life but also with his time. He must
determine whether it is better to go up the road or to hang back for situation reports,
briefings and intelligence estimates. And he must be confident enough to stay behindif that is his decision- and not take unnecessary, risks, just to prove the is no coward.
The most difficult task for a war correspondent is mentally situating himself close
enough to the story to report but far enough away to be involved in it. This is true in
every aspect of reporting, but in covering was it is a paramount.
The immediate impact of death and suffering makes it next to impossible for a reporter
to write at the same time with objectivity and block out torture, he is likely to provide
little more than body counts and disjoined snatches. But is he lets himself feel the grief
of an 18-year-old corporal holding the entrails of a platoon leader he must be
succeeded; the reporter is hardly likely to see those little idlers in the Jungle with
objective eyes A minor skirmish might look like a D-Day to a reporter Pinned in down
all afternoon by withering artillery? Few single actions determine the course of a war,
but correspondents find it hard not to overestimate microcosm incident if it affects
them strongly.
During the Vietnam was, reporters tried to cover both sides objectively, but they still
occasionally referred to the Viet Cong as "the enemy". In the mid-1960, one agency
desk editor told a correspondent in Saigon not to keep writing about how tenacious
and courageous the other side seemed to be. More often, bias is unconscious, and it
creeps into copy in subtle ways. Korea was too reported essentially as us - against
them. Sometimes, a correspondent's bias is direct and purposeful. The good guys make
driving advances and well-planned ambushes: the bad boys counter with brutal
onslaughts and sneak attacks. One side questions villager, while the other side
terrorizes them. An unconsciously involved reporter is more to apt to believe
intelligence reports that say the other has severe morale and supply problems than
once, say it is doing fine.
Rosenblum point out bias, comes in many forms. Even when there are no patriotic
considerations, reporters often tend to lean to one side. This can be sympathy for the
underdog or a desire to on the winning side; there is no fixed pattern. A reporter who
travels with one army, sharing peanut butter and watching friends fall dead, finds it
hard to separate himself from the men around him.
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In general, when whites battle blacks, yellow, reds of browns, American reporting
leans at least slightly in their favour. The question of bias in particularly important
since readers and viewers tend to add their own interpretations. From far away, it is
difficult for readers and viewers to understand causes of hostilities and details of
conflicts, even when they are reported with pristine objectivity. If elements of bias are
added, serious misunderstanding is inevitable.

The best correspondents can lessen some imbalances by careful interpretation. They
can create images by attention to details. Bias can be avoided, at least partially with
long quotes from those involved in a war.
PIOs, My Lai; CS4 gas and the standing joke
Today, with so many complications to every conflict, the way a war is reported is
vitally important to those waging it. Governments can fall, is enough citizens oppose,
the conduct of a war. Congressional Parliamentary appropriations and international
support depend largely on what image correspondents convey. Even the most amateur
commands spend a great deal of time deciding what should be revealed, altered or
covered up entirely. To get their point across – and to deal with correspondents
seeking information - they real in a class of people known as PIOs (Public Information
Officers). A PIO must be master of ambiguity, some of them lie badly, but most are
too smooth for that, they give out bits of incomplete information, usually implied in
military doubletalk and answer direct questions evasively as possibly.
In Vietnam War, an American military spokesman once issued a communique, the
language of which was impossible for correspondents to understand. It was long
afterwards, when a freelance reporter, Seymour Hersh - Criss-the country on borrowed
money and collected information by leaking through on army camp and bullying
solider that the communique was accurate translated: U.S. troops massacred several
hundred men, women and children at My Lai.
Barry Zoothian, who directed information operation in Vietnam for year, said later,
that his staff learned the hard way that frankness is the best approach. But Peter Arnett
and Horst Fours of the AP learned of it when they came upon a Vietnamese unit which
had been accidentally do used with the CS4 gas. They took pictures of troops whose
faces were affected and collected first-hand accounts. Before using it, they gave U.S.
officials twenty-four hours to comment. At first the story was denied. But, with the
evidence available, these were headlines all over the country about how the Americans
were dabbling in gas warfare. "I'm sure that if we had just put out a little item nothing
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that we were going to make tests with a type of tear gas, everyone would read right
over it and given it no particular attention. It was only a brief experiment and the
whole protect was scrapped anyway", Zorthian said.
Zorthian often said, a smart PIO could capture headlines, if he had "that fleeting
quote"- the small details or phrase- on which an editor could have a front-page story.
The real is so for more substance of the story was not as important as the brief catch
phrase which made the point spokesmen wanted to make. General Creighton W.
Abrams, then commander in Vietnam, remarked in 1969, "when we get a piece of
good news, we wait her thirty-six hours and then if were really lucky it turns out to be
twenty five percent accurate. Officers at the five o'clock follies, the daily Saigon
briefing, were often late and incomplete with information. Setbacks were sometimes
noted, but they were usually glossed over and berried on a page of other information.
Interviews with combat officers, says Rosenblum are far more revealing than official
briefings, and one top of the PIO is to keep officers from saying too much. A standing
Joke, in Vietnam was about the PlO who would 'interpret' remarks by combat officers
when they spoke directly with reporters, breaking in periodically with "what the
captain means to say... A pilot for example would say, "Now, we missed the bridge
completely just blew the shit out of the river bank". The alter ego would pipe in, "what
the captain means to say is that they failed achieve the primary objective but they
cratered the approaches. Sanitized PIO talk, which somehow lessens the impact of
war, can get by an over worked correspondent who fails to consider its meaning.
"When the GIBS (guy in the back seat) expends ordnance", it means someone down
on the ground is being blown to bits. Some PlOs do not follow the Zorthian doctrine,
and they live through their teeth.
Much more significant lying was done by the Americans in Indochina. In Laos during
the late 1950s and early 1960s, they made up a war correspondent in Vientiane were
briefed on how communist troops had destroyed villages in heavy fighting with
loyalist troops. Each news reporter wrote about the war and left Laos. Then several
correspondents went to investigate, finally, the found there had been no fighting. A
few years later, in Vietnam the reverse happened. U.S. officials in Saigon swore there
was no fighting in the making Delta, reporters who went to check found battalionsized operation. And later, official slide, distorted and withheld information about
bombing and the CIA's (central Intelligence Agency) use of mercenaries in Laos.
Most reporters in Vietnam, who did go below the surface tended to get side tracked
with Saigon politics, giving too much importance to isolated infighting of people with
no power base. Monks Sorbonne-trained national deputies are colourful, but they do
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not speak for major political movements in the countryside where the war is being
fought.
In every major war – and Vietnam was no exception - an enormous range of every sort
of reporter’s flock into the action. There is always a thin fringe of adventure seekers
eager to pick up some dope money by stringing for whoever will have them. In
Vietnam anyone could credentials with a letter from a hometown paper free loaders
could live for a dollar a day in press centres. With fighting units, they could live for
free. They could $ 100 a day just for relaying information to news organizations and
for taping a few radio spots, if they are lucky enough to find action. A wider band of
responsible freelancers also turn up, by custom, and most do well covering
organizations with no staff correspondents on the spot. There is also the full gamut of
regulars, sent hurrying in by their editors of the lot, the best are more often energetic
young correspondents with limited experience but capacity to learn fast. They tend to
have fewer biases and bad habits, they pick up the war and its requisites. The good
ones shun gang reporting and slog out to see things for themselves, Rosenblum writes.
Peter Arnett, the archetype of this category paid after the war the only way you could
do it was to have a fresh mind and go look at the way up close. Every time I saw a
story about a Viet Cong dying dramatically, in the jungle or leaping up and shouting;
'Die, GI',I knew it was a phony. This guy was sitting back at Saigon imagining things.
You never got close enough to the Viet Cong for that, and didn't see them die them in
the jungles unless you happened to be passing low in helicopter. The 'Die, G.I' stuff is
out of Japanese war films"
Age is not a factor but energy is. Rosenblum says, "my strongest memory of the
Vietnam war was watching a colleague, Dick Blystone, in action near Hue, Blystone,
doubled over dysentery and worn out from weeks of non-stop work, dragged himself
to a helicopter staging area where a Vietnamese unit was about drop behind North
Vietnamese lines. They were to go in shooting and then try to fight their way south to
join their stalled front lines. If they made it all, it would take a minimum of three days'
hard march Blystone, sick as he was, spent two houses trying to talk the commander
into, taking them along. For many, Vietnam made instant reputations Unknown
television reporters were suddenly better known than movie stars. Agency reporters
who came off the night shifts in New York found their names on front in pages day
after day. Some became famous simply by exposure hit by shell fragments on camera.
But in many others were able to demonstrate their judgment and courage by
consistently producing good work.
If the Vietnam was man brought instant reputation for many, it also destroyed some
reporters. A few veterans a correspondent came to Vietnam after proving themselves
on other stories, but they gradually started spending more time in opium parlours and
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bars at the front. After the war, they trust drifted off, headed nowhere others, became
too involved and editors regarded them as unreliable and some because of bad luck or
senses dulled by overwork or a single stupid mistake, were blown away.
War coverage, according to Rosenblum, takes some toll on everyone, but the casual
observer would hardly believe it by watching Correspondents at work. A visitor to the
Danag Press centre might have thought himself surrounded by ghouls.
Correspondents, with blood still on their boots would gather nightly rounding’s and
tonics and collapse in peals of wild laughter. From their conversation, it seemed like
the day's worst tragedy was not those dozens of men were killed but how someone out
of his folly missed the battle. They rang Saigon and, in between jokes dictated their
dispatches about death and anguish. That is a façade surface bravado which is almost
essential as a shield against the pressure.

2.5 The End of War
"A truer picture emerged, when the war finally ended, and the last ships slipped away
into the South China Sea! Reporters stood on the decks in silent knots and
stared at the disappearing coastline. If they talked at all it was to reflect on what they
had survived. They remembered helicopter pilots who had saved correspondents' lives
by risking their own. They thought about men who were blown apart only moments
after talking concernedly with reporters. One correspondent, who had spent years
writing about the war with cool detachment, could not compose alike about the
historic evacuation. His editors, who knew only, that they had no story, sent sharply
worded entreaties. They ignored them, checked into a Hong Kong hotel and saw no
one. The experience left such an impact on few reporters that they fell into a time
warp, and years later hostess was still striking them from guest lists for fear of having
to relive Vietnam one more time" recounts Rosenblum.
Rosenblum concludes: "The best correspondents define their role and then stand coolly
to the side and relate what is going on. Readers who follow their dispatches on a
regular basis can form a reasonably complete picture of a distant war. But to find that
solid reporting, readers must be prepared to hack their way through dense jungles of
misleading wordage”.
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Check Your Progress
1. Define the role of print and TV during Vietnam War?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
2. Narrate the role of U.S. in Vietnam War?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
3. Define the job of reporters/correspondents in Vietnam War?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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Unit-3 Third World Concerns
Unit Structure
3.1 Learning Objectives
3.2 Introduction
3.3 The vicious circle of poverty
3.4 The “worlds” of Economics
3.4.1 International Development Paradigms
3.4.2 Sustainable Human Development and Environment
3.5 Four Components of Human Development Paradigm
3.6 The Principle of Sustainable Development
3.7 Sustainable Human Development (SHD) and Environment
3.8 Agenda 21 and the Rio. Declaration
3.9 Third World Concerns and The New International Economic order (NIEO)
3.10 Crisis in dominant paradigm and development experience
3.11 Lobby for NIEO: North-South Dialogue
Check Your Progress

3.1 Learning Objectives
After completion of this unit the learner will able to understand;
 The concept of Third World
 World economics and the third world development
 The New International Economic Order

3.2 Introduction
As we begin our discussion from the concept of development, we must first define
what development is. In the literature of economics development is a process whereby
a country's real national income, mainly reflected in the percapita income, increases
over a period of time. This makes development a growth-oriented process marking a
rise in the Gross National, product. However, all this is an old notion of development.
The truth is a rise in the yearly per capita income and a rise in the year growth of
Gross National Product(GNP) are only one aspect of development. In the real sense,
development is much more than hikes in per capita income and Gross National
product. In a welfare society wellbeing means all round development in the lives of the
people of a country which includes of fulfilling is not only their basic minimum needs
like food, clothing, housing but also of the quality of lives they lead in which such
things as democracy human rights, justice right to information, protection of
environment, peace and uplifting the morale and spirit of the citizens are included.
Building infrastructure is one thing in development and lessening the number of
people, sleeping on the footpaths, lessening the number of beggars on the street
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sending children to schools, providing bank loans to poor students pursuing higher
studies, taking care of the destitute, the old and infirm people, cleanliness, protection
of culture, removal of corruption in administration, removal of regional imbalances as
well as the motivating people to actively participate in development programmes are
quite another. The most important thing to teach people in that development is
nobody's gift and it does descend from above or it flows from the national capital and
the state capitals, but it grows out of one's own hands by dint of hard work, and
discipline and perseverance.
Mainly the women folks who comprise fifty percent of the population and the Adivasis
still living in forests in country like India must be brought into the mainstream of
national life. All must have the capability of reading and writing.
These are the real indicators of development. “The process involves not only changes
in the economic structure, but is linked interlinked with the entire social, political and
cultural fabric of society”. It is necessary to understand that development does not
mean mere increase and or mere industrialisation, but “a process involving and
nothing number of qualitative changes, less than the “upward movement of the entire
social system" with a human face. Keeping people in their roots, culture of
environment is far more important than "attainment of a number of modernization
ideals such as rise in productivity, social and economic equalisation, modem
Knowledge, and improved institutions and attitudes...Development means selfsufficiency and self-reliance. Development is a journey from poverty to plenty and so
it may require on the past a true lead to take care of his people from cradle to the
grave.
Per capita income is still used to measure economic development because of a lack of
more satisfactory measure. The World Bank continues to categorise countries across
the globe on the basis of per capita income i.e., they early income of a person over a
year. In1990 the United Nations categories the countries as:
 how income economics, those with a GNP per capita income of $610 or less,
 middle income economies $611-7619, and
 high income economies $7,620 or more
A growing dissatisfaction with GNP per capita has resulted in a number of alternative
ways of measuring development one such proposition says that "development means
reducing unemployment, mitigation of inequality and eradication of poverty".
Another concept of development emphasises “physical quality of the life index"
(PQLI) which translate din the language of development means quality of life as
evidenced by the level of literacy, life expectancy, infant mortality, etc. Yet another
idea of development centres on freedoms capabilities, and entitlements for better life.
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Yet another approach to development emphasises the strengthening of the bargaining
power of the less-privileged and the poor in the society and strengthening the
bargaining power of a poor nation main the international arena.
One of the recent entries in the development economics is sustainable development,
which in draws attention to the need to conserve resources so that the process of
development would be sustainable without risking their sources for the future
generation. We shall discuss this a little later in this section.

3.3 The vicious circle of poverty
A country remains poor because it is poor which means the country entangled in a
deadly circle of under development. It is like this low income leads to low invest
which led capital formation that leads to low investment which leads to low production
which turn leads to low income making the vicious circle complete and bringing
country back to the same portion i.e., the low-income level. This circle for instance
could be broken with a big push at its low investment joint.
Characteristics of poor countries
Low standard of living
Low levels of productivity
High rates of population growth
Rising unemployment and under employment
Heavy dependents on agriculture and primary products.
The problems under development are poverty, illiteracy unemployment and inequity.
Dichotomies:
Economic development deals with goals which may result in conflicting
consequences. We call them development dichotomies. Two such dichotomies there
are many of them are growth versus Justice and Rural versus Urban. There are many
of them – are Growth versus Justice and Rural verses Urban.
Grown vs Justice:
It is argued in a couple of development approaches that economic growth should be
given priority, even though it would result in growing disparities in income
distribution traditionally it is believed that unequal distribution income is a necessary
condition for rapid economic growth. The argument is that growing inequalities in
income distribution that makes the rich richer would lead to more
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savings which will spur investments and therefore higher growth. Here capital
formation is the most important point for to be look into. The above argument
extends itself that if growth is accompanied by more equitable or just distribution, the
poor also get more income but they may not have much for savings and low capital
formation will lead to low production growth. The poor are said to have high
propensity to consume.
Thus, when this traditional theory implied a dichotomy or paradox or conflict or
whatever, we have a creamy layer in our society- the rich and the elite class. But the
question is doing their way of spending make a difference in the economy? Does it
have any trickledown effect?
The rich in the developing countries appear to be spending much on consumer
durables real estate and imported commodities- cars, luxury apartments, fridges,
dress materials, cosmetics, ornaments etc. and don’t seem to save more than the poor.
Second perpetration of low levels of income through unequal distribution may affect
not only the purchasing power of the posts but also their health and productivity both
of which will affect growth. Third raising the income of the poor would spur the
demand for indigenous products resulting in higher growth.
Thus, the argument is that just distribution of income doesn't collide with growth but
would actually promote growth and growth with justice is desirable. We in India
didn't see much the, trickle-down effect i.e., benefits flowing for rich to poor.
Rural vs Urban Dichotomy
We India notices that our cities are over-populated because of unprecedented
migration from rural areas to urban areas. This urban bias would lead to growing
neglect of the people living in rural areas. The unmanageable migration to urban
centres is also affecting the quality of life in cities and towns. The alternative strategy
is that development is not in becoming like the west, but one of strengthening the
investments the rules sector. But where are these investments? How much town
facilities available in rural areas? There is a wide spread feeling the strategies of
economic development would only result in urban bias.

3.4 The “worlds” of Economics
The economist had divided the globe into three divisions - The “First World” of
comprising America, and other West-European countries which are highly rich,
developed and industrialized the “Second World” Comprising the countries of the
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Page 33

socialistic block under the leadership of the former Soviet Union. The East-European
countries belonged to this category. But with the disintegration of the Soviet Union
and fall of communism the second world vanished in the early 1990s; then there is the
Third world comprising the developing countries including India and the less
developed countries.
Now there are only two worlds'- the First world and the Third World. After the
disintegration of the Soviet Union Russia and the East - European countries have
adopted the open-doors, liberal economic practices of America and the west-European
nations.
The Third world is spread over Asia, Africa, Latin America and the middle-East.
3.4.1 International development paradigms
Oma Narula in her book Development Communication writes that development is
necessarily conceived as "dynamic” in the service of the progress. The progress
Change is described as alternation in awareness, motivation and participation of the
individuals. From a social point of view development refers to the change in the social
structure or in the functions performed by different groups and unites within it. It is
process of innovation where one learns from the experiences of others and as simulates
what is considered useful through a process of selection. Development is growth
oriented all the time.
These have been several paradigms of development each of which has a slightly
different notion of what development is. In the 1950s and 1960s the development
theorists and practitioners stressed and visualised that development can be achieved
via industrialisation and urbanisation. Lerner(1958) stressed an individual
modernisation whereas Roger's(1960) stressed on modernisation at the social system
level.
The international development theorists and practitioners in the second and third
development decades argued and practised that development complies commitment to
social goals as well as with multifaceted inter related sets of economic, social, political
and cultural variables. Development includes the improvement of quality of life with
programmes of nutritional status, maternal and child health and primary health care
and the transformation individuals as well as the social system. The present
understanding of development is a unified socio-economic process.
In the 1960s development meant a process of modernisation modelled on industrial
societies. The measure was economic growth. The programmes and protects in
economic and social structures were undertaken in developing countries. The
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paramount, paradigm was knowledge transfer from developed countries to developing
countries. The myth of the power of the mass media to transfer knowledge alone was
turned to media and communication research. The notion was that technology, will
replace the teacher. The passing of the traditional society was needed. The major issue
was the diffusion of innovation (Lerner 1958&67, Pye'67, Rogers 67, Schram 67). The
idea
of
the
opinion
leader
in
social
theory
was pushed up and was renamed ‘Progressive former strategy’ (Lizarsfeld and
Katz'55). According to this strategy, the rich farmers were the targets
and it was a potential breakthrough in diffusion of knowledge and to trigger rural
development in the developing nations.
But as time passed, the indicators were that more complex socio-economic factors for
creating work for development rather than industrialisation only. The gap was
widening between the rich and the poor, the centrally planned interventions did not
benefit the intended beneficiaries. The social growth along with economic growth
were the development foci. Since, the definition of development has been
slippery and changing due to variety of factors both in the developed and developing
countries; the newer paradigms were emerging of with different foci.
Uma Narula presents a summary of the characteristics features of these paradigms
approaches to the process of development and transformation would include the
following basic aspects:
Fundamentally, focus of this process is the human being and the development of the
human beings themselves; thus, action can only be relevant if carried by and with
people and not for them.
The primary objective is to satisfy the essential needs, material and non-material, of
people, the starting with those of the most disfavoured groups in society.
This proceed must be related in a harmonious way to the ecological and cultural
environment in the light both of local traditions and the in the insights of modern
science.
This process cannot be imitative, borrowing readymade package; it is an endogenous
process dependent on self-reliance and on the participation of all people in the society;
it therefore requires policies which focus on the balance between guidance and selfexperiment, between change initiated from “above” and emancipation", liberation
from “Below”.
It is concerned to create an infrastructure built around economic activities that depend
on locally available manpower, material and energy resources that are in with the
environment in order to sustain development in the long run.
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This process requires structural, social and attitudinal transformation in order to
overcome the present inequalities within and between societies, in an international
perspective it therefore concerns the rich and poor countries alike.
Thus, this process depends of societies to adjust to rapid techno economic, socio
cultural and political changes and on the collective capacities to generate, to reach out
for and to utilise vast amounts of new information.
The underlying concepts have been described in the following terms.
Development is a whole, it is an integral, value loaded cultural process, and it
encompasses the natural environment, social relations, education, production,
consumption and well-being. The terms progress, development and modernisation
refer to a single historical phenomenon i.e., the transition from an agrarian to an
industrial society.
Narula writes that development issues have been economic, social, political and
cultural growth and poverty eradication. The focus has been to give quality of life to
the masses through development and communication programmer. The related subissues posed by development issues are: development gaps between the hares and
have-nots; communication gaps and information, blockages;
 programmes of planned development
 development blockages due to bureaucratisation
 political will need for development communication and development
support communication
 efforts of international development organisations; and
 follow of development and investments.
In a nutshell the development theories, practised in the 1950s and 1960s greatly
emphasised economic growth END. In the 1970s the world saw growing poverty and
the approach was basic needs. The basic needs approach crashed because of the
selfishness of the privileged minor and the helplessness of the under-privileged
majority: The 1980's also witnessed the same thing accumulated by the problems of
environmental degradation in general and debt, deprivation, and growing, disparities
within the countries in particular. It is only during the 1990ssome hopes surfaced:
more balanced management policies, greater awareness of interdisciplinary linkages,
sustainable benefits coming out of technological advancement the role of partnerships
etc.
So, in which the new paradigm revolves is the sustainable human development.
Growth alone cannot bring about human development. The quantum of growth is just
one aspect of development. Income distribution, health, education, clean environment
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and freedom of expression, sight to information and human rights are the critical
aspects of the development process.
3.4.2 Sustainable Human Development and Environment
Sustainable development is not just a call for the protection of environment. It also
implies a new concept of development which provides opportunity for all the people of
the world without depleting Mother Earth’s finite natural resources. So sustainable
development is a process in which economic, fiscal, agriculture, industry and all other
policies are taken care of to usher in development that is economically, socially and
ecologically sustainable.
At the global level, sustainable development requires a consensus that the world won't
remain safe for anyone without the cooperation of all. For this needed is an equitable
world order by dismantling the present international economic order. The present
international order denies more the billion worth of economic opportunities each ear to
poor nations, because of their unequal access to the international market for goods,
services and financial capital. In such a cruel would the concept of one world cannot
be realised sans global reforms. Global sustainability will be elusive without global
equity.
At national level, sustainability calls fora balance between today's compulsions and
tomorrow's needs between private initiative and publication between individual greed
and so social empathy. Sustainability also necessitates a major restructuring of the
military budget any provisions and inefficient public Investment toward more human
investment and eco-friendly technologies.
Human development which goes beyond the basic needs and is concerned with all
human beings irrespective of poor and both within a nation and in the comity of
nations carries the definition of the UNDP (United Nations Development
Programme)Human Development Report as the enlargement of the range of people’s
choices.

3.5 Four Components of Human Development Paradigm
Equity: Since, here, the aim is to enlarge people's choices, people must enjoy
equitable access to opportunities. Equity in access to social, political and economic
opportunities is considered a basic human right in human development paradigm. It is
based on the assumption that all human beings must be enabled to develop their
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capabilities to the maximum extent possible and put those capabilities to the best use
in all possible areas.
Sustainability: Sustainability, mean renewal of natural resources as well as
sustainability of human development including forms of capital – physical, financial,
human and environmental. To be plain it is human life that must be sustained. If costeffective substitutes are available, they can be used to sustain which focuses on
sharing of opportunities between present and future generations.
Productivity: It calls for adequate investment in human resources so as to achieve
their full potentiality. Japan and Korea emerged as the frontline exporters Steel
products without having iron ore mines because of their tremendous human resources
potential. Similarly, many East Asian countries have accelerated their growth through
investments in human capital.
Empowerment:
As the strategy for the upliftment of the poor is neither consistent with human dignity
sustainable over time, the human development paradigm recommends full,
empowerment of the People. Empowerment enables people to be in a position to
exercise their own choices. It implies two things- one a political democracy, where
people can influence the decision about their lives; two, economic liberalisation so that
people are free from excessive regulations and controls. It means bringing government
to the door step of every individual. The human development paradigm welcomes all
choices where on the old notion of basic needs is confined to only economic forces.

3.6 The Principle of Sustainable Development
The general principle of sustainable development, adopted by the World Commission
on Environment and Development (our common future, 1987) is that current
generations should meet their needs without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs”. It necessitates deliberate intervention to prevent
depletion or degradations of environmental assets so that the resource base and the
ecological base for human activities may be sustained for ever. Thus, the concept of
sustainable human development is that development which lasts for ever.
The following are the important criteria for judging sustainable human development:
The quality of life of the inhabitants including existing levels of poverty, social
exclusion and integration and socio-political stability; the scale and nature of
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renewable resource use, including the extent to which waste recycling or reuse reduces
it;
The scale and nature of renewable resource use, including provision to ensure
sustainable levels of demand; and
The scale and nature of non-renewable wastes generated by production and
consumption activities and the means by which these are disposed of. It also includes
the extent to which the wastes affect human health, natural systems and amenities:
These criteria have been set by taking into account both development and
environmental, components in sustainable human development.
The concept of sustainable development implies that each generation shall meet its
need without incurring debts that it cannot repay. The word ‘debt’ includes four
aspects as follows:
 Avoiding
the
accumulation
of
environmental
debts
by
depleting natural resources;
 Avoiding financial debts by incurring sustainable borrowing
 Avoiding social debts by neglecting investment in human capital; and
 Avoiding demographic debts by permitting unchecked population growth visa-vis urbanisation.

3.7 Sustainable Human Development (SHD) and Environment
“Economic development and sound environmental management are complementary
aspects of the same agenda. Without adequate environmental protection, development
will be undermined; without development, environmental protection will fail” (World
Development Report)
It was the former U.S. President Barack Obama who once said, "Environment is more
important than my Presidency”.
The measure of economic development doesn't adequately reflect environmental
degradation and the consumption natural resources damaged by the economic growth.
In fact, it is neither possible nor desirable to give monetary values on all types of
environmental damages.
Nonetheless, it is desirable to know how much environmental quality is given up in the
name of development and how much development comes in the name of
environmental protection.
The world Development Report, 1992 argues that too much of environmental quality
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is given up and too much of economic growth may be given up in the future to harvest
the benefits of both economic development and the environment. In other words,
raising economic growth in combination with sound environmental management
policies can be used for tackling both environment and development problems.
The most obvious question is why some economic activities lead to excessive
environmental degradation. One possible answer could be that many natural resources
are shared and the net value of many environmental goods and services is not paid for
by those who use, them. Another possible reason could be that in, some protects
government subsidise environmental degradation which can induce more damage that
would have been otherwise. One more reason could be that the poor people who do
not have adequate resources and hence no to degrade natural resources in excess of
what is currently needed to sustain.
The proposition that higher economic activity inevitably affects the environment
adversely is bases on the assumption that technology, taxes and environmental
investment remain static. As the scale of economic activity increases, it is possible the
earth's 'carrying capacity’ could be exceeded.
Environmental degradation affects human health adversely, reduces overall efficiency
and productivity and involves loss of amenities. The health of people is affected by the
contaminated drinking water, polluted is released by cooking fuels, some released by
hazardous units, burning of woods etc. For example, the most important serious
consequence of ozone depletion is an increase in solar ultraviolet radiation received on
earth. Decrease in the protective ozone layer in the long-run will be harmful for wealth
and productivity of marine and terrestrial systems.

3.8 Agenda 21 and the Rio. Declaration
Agenda-21 a programme for action for sustainable development internationally, the
Rio declaration on Environment and development at and the statement of the
principles for sustainable management of forests were adopted by 179 countries at the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) weldin Rio
de Janerio, Brazil 3-4 June, 1992. It brought together thousands of business people,
environmental and social scientists, trade unionists, indigenous people, religions
leaders, women and youth. The key messages of the UNCED are:
The interdependence between development issues and the environment and the need
for partnership between different nations and sectors of society to tackle these
complex issues.
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At the environmental degradation level, any disruption of the soft and smooth
ecological balance would sterilise the life sustaining opportunities and eventual
ecological and economic disaster. If the present pattern of environmental continues,
life cannot be safer. In this critical juncture, we need to build up partnership to sustain
human life. It implies voluntary conversation among all the stake holders in the world.
The Rio declaration precisely addresses the fundamental issues in a very scientific
way.

3.9 Third World Concerns and the New International Economic
Order (NIEO)
The above discussion on the various dimensions of economic development and
communication for development clarifies the preparation and efforts the developing
and poor countries across the globe need to meet the expectations of their people as
time was running out. How to achieve the development goals quickly of the leaders of
the Third world countries. Decades of colonial plunder of their natural wealth had left
them almost resource less by the time they got their independence after the end of the
Second world was in 1945. The third world leaders as well as their peoples knew very
well that political, independence would mean little without economic development and
social Justice. They looked westward for knowledge technology transfer and economic
assistance. Now let we look what happened to them.
Many countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, after gaining their independence
from the western colonial rule after the war noted the pathways that had been followed
by the western industrialised countries to achieve their own economic, progress. They
were advised by the economists to save more and invest their capital. The key question
was where and how to invest. Some experts recommended balanced growth while
others argued for imbalanced growth i.e., heavily investing in one and letting other
areas be pulled along. Investment was concentrated in the industrial sector, often at the
expense the rural and agricultural sectors.
Rostow, an American economist authored popular theory economic development in
which popular theory he emphasised the Gross National Product (GNP) as a measure
of country’s progress in development measure and claimed that the populations of the
third world should raise their desires for consumed that they would be motivate to earn
more in incomes. They mass media could increase consumer desires through
advertising, Rostow suggested.
Development officials in certain Third world countries we also attracted by the
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psychological theories of Prof. Everett Hagen of MIT and Prof. David McCeland of
the University of Harvard.
Hagen believed that the third world societies were composed of traditional
personalities. He argued that for development to occur individual personalities had to
change. More innovative personalities could be encouraged by improving literacy, by
expanding mass media, by urbanisation and by promoting rationalism.
Mc Celand’s theory based upon achievement-motivation, the desire for excellence. He
argued that the need for achievement encourages an individual to meet challenges, to
take risks and to succeed in the face of difficulties. The industrialized nations
contained individual with high levels of achievement motivation which led to a high
rate of national economic growth. Entrepreneurship, is one expression of achievement
motivation.
During the 1950s and 1960s, a general optimism about development communication
was widespread among academicians and government officials. Communication
scholars to become involved in Third world development in the late 1950s. Wilbur,
Schramm and Daniel Lerner were widely read. The MIT professor Learner argued that
increasing urbanisation tends to raise national rates of exposure leading to wider
economic and political participation. Schramm said that a Third World nation could
facilitate development by expanding the mass media at least to the extent that
information was a vital ingredient in moving a nation toward development. Schramm’s
Mass Media and National Development was a very influential book which convinced
many government leaders to invest in expanding their mass media. Lerner’s book was
“The passing of Traditional Society, at too was an influential book.
Development scholars in the 1960s thought that they understood the nature of
development and were optimistic that mass media communication could play an
important role in facilitating it. Their thinking was a part of what later came to be
known as the dominant Paradigm of Development.
A paradigm is a mental model that seeks to explain a phenomenon. It is in a set of
assumption which may lead to theories. But it is never a theory in itself.
The dominant paradigm ruled intellectual discussions during the 1960s. This paradigm
was mainly concerned with what the government did to and for its people. It stressed
economic growth through industrialisation. At the heart of industrialisation were
inputs of technology and capital which substituted for labour. Heavy industrial goods
were imported from industrialized countries. The paradigm implied that poverty was
equivalent to underdevelopment. So, the obvious way for the Third World countries to
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develop was to follow the Western model of development. That meant imported
technology, capital, Industrialisation and urbanisation.
Mass Communication was considered a powerful and direct force for development.
The influential works of Lerner and Schram led communication scholars to expect the
mass media to be a magic multiplier of development messages in the Third world
countries. The pre-dominant role of mass communication in the dominant paradigm
was to act as a one-way linear transmitter of information from government
development agencies to people. The mass media seemed ideally suited for this role.
They could rapidly reach large audiences with media the informative and persuasive
messages.

3.10 Crisis in dominant paradigm and development experience
Criticism of development communication began to appear in the 1970s (Beltran 1975, Rogers, 1976) as it became increasing clear that the role of mass communication
in facilitating development was often only indirect and contributory, rather than direct
and powerful. The realisation of its limited sole was a part of a more general crisis in
the dominant Paradigm of Development.
The paradigm fell into disrepute in the1970s because Third world countries did not
experience of experienced in a different way the process that had transformed Western
nations into a system that placed a high value of science and technology modern forms
of social organisations, advanced industry and the principles of democracy and social
justice.
In essence it did not successfully predict development. The rate of development in
Asia, Africa and Latin America was disappointing. At the same time, though Japan did
not closely follow the details of the western paradigm of development, it became
prosperous.
Both internal and external forces contributed to the failure of this paradigm. The main
internal causes of underdevelopment in the Third world countries included
traditionalism, poverty, illiteracy, burgeoning population and lack of an adequate
infrastructure to utilise natural resources. So far as the colonial legacies were
concerned, most Third world countries were administered by rigid bureaucracies
characterized by red tape, inefficiency and corruption.
The capital-intensive Western technologies were often misfits in many capital-poor,
labour-rich Third World countries. While increasing efficiency and output were, the
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adoption of these technologies in labour- rich countries often resulted in grave social
problems. They displaced workers, increased unemployment and led to the mass
migration of people from villages to towns.
Compounding these internal social problems was the problem of brain-drain. The
difficult realities of daily life in a third world nation led many bests to trained doctors,
engineers and technicians to migrate to the west.
The early Western models of development assumed that the main cause of
underdeveloped meant lay within the underdeveloped nation. These models seldom
recognised the external constraints on a Third world nation's development:
international terms of trade, the economic imperialism of multinational corporations
and the vulnerability and dependence of the Third world recipients of development
assistance Programmes.
The leaders of the newly independent countries were desperate to bring their nations,
out of the vicious circle of poverty, illiteracy, disease, hunger etc. Thus, development
became a word in their speeches. And the meaning of development varied from
country to country. These Third world countries vary, greatly in size, natural resource
endowments, in the structure of their economies, in the level of economic, social and
technological development. About three quarters of all humanity, numbering three and
a half billion people at that time, living in the developing countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America, spanning two thirds of the globe's land surface constitute the Third
world. It was Third world because capitalist countries nor the socialistic bloc.
The diversity of the third world countries could be fairly marked but they had one
thing in common, that they wanted to overcome poverty and secure a better life for
their people. This was and still is the unifying factor among them.
Yet it is ironic that by the end of 1980s, it could be seen that the achievements of the
Third world during the post-second world war decades and not fundamentally changed
the status of these countries in relation to the world economic system. “They remained
poor, subordinate, and powerless. In general, their national self-reliance had not
increased, in some countries, dependence intensified as they tried to modernise”.
Poverty persisted and the income gap between the third World and the developed
nations widened.
Within a Third world country also the income gap between the rich and the poor
widened whatever little growth a developing country achieved rarely removed any of
the structural inequalities. As a result, the economic growth brought along with it are
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growing disparities, tendencies toward disintegration and instability. The social status
of women in the Third World countries was left much be desired.
The third world countries were becoming increasingly dependent on aid borrowing
from abroad, resulting in a painful growing foreign debt. The multi-national
Corporations entered these countries and their influence on economic policies was
growing. These the third world was also technologically dependent on the affluent
countries. The reason was that hardly two percent of its investment went for research.
Most often the imported technologies proved inappropriate to generate much
employment opportunities.

3.11 Lobby for NIEO: North-South Dialogue
Embroiled in the growing international in economic power and influence in the
existing global economic order, the Third World countries finally lobbied for a better
deal, which resulted in the U.N. Resolution popularly referred to as the New
International Economic order (NIEO) which sought a programme of action toward
achieving an equitable world.
The Non-Aligned movement (NAM), seeking to promote the values of equality,
interdependence, development that is oriented toward people or rather than capital and
technology, harmony with environment, respect for human rights and fulfilment of the
basic minimum human needs had developed the concept of the New International
Economic order.
In order to correct the imbalances and distortions in the prevailing economic relations
between the North comprising the rich countries and the South comprising the poor
countries, the NAM called for a better term of trade the industrialised nations and
more local control over productive assets, such as capital, labour and technology. It
also called for greater trade among developing countries, greater investment by
industrialised nations and greater participation of the developing countries in the
global economic institutions.
The issue was debated in the United Nations which in 1974 passed the Declaration of
an International Economic order. Some of the important aspects of NIEO were as
follows:
 renegotiating the debts of the developing countries;
 redefining the terms of trade, and assuring greater access to the markets of
developed countries;
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 reforming the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and its decision-making
process, and;
 Attaining the UN official development assistance targets.
The pity, in that except for some attempts to negotiate debt payments in a few cases
and some discussion in UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development) on access to trade, not much progress has been noticed. In fact, the
tendency has been toward disparities between the rich and poor countries by
subordinating their interests to those of former.
The debate in the United Nations that generated the declaration of a new international
economic order is referred to as the North-South Dialogue on economy, aid, trade and
information.
In the run up to North-South dialogue, it is important to know about the south-south
Dialogue and cooperation. The leaders of the Third world, countries, in many
international forums, especially in the UNESCO remain vociferous against the west.
That their rhetoric imperialism, colonialism and cultural dominance would not bear
fruits, unless and until, they collaborated and helped one or another to achieve
economic growth. The angry Non-Aligned countries spoke about disengaging
themselves from on oppressive world system of the west and hammering a new system
for themselves. He spoke about interdependence and cooperation among themselves.
The search for alternative models for developed was on especially in the sphere of
economy, trade culture and information. In 1973, at Algiers, the non- Aligned,
countries focused their book on attention on an alternate ways of news flow. This
could call a major step against the dominance of the powerful Euro American news
agencies. The subsequent NAM conferences after long parleys decided to pool their
resources and journalistic talents to form a non-Aligned news Agencies pool and other
news pools. Thus, sprang up the news pool of the Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN)called OBNA; ABNA of the Arab countries, ASIN of the Latin
American countries and the par African News Agencies (PANA) of the African
nations. The NAMEDIA conference in 1983gave a boost to the formation of these
pools.
The demand for a New Information order (NIO) was an outgrowth of the NIEO would
be meaningless without a new information order (NIO). They cited that
Communication was an antecedent and engine economic activity. The NAM, at the
Algiers summit meeting 1973 called for the reorganisation of existing channels of
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communication by saying that they were the legacy of the colonial past. Thereafter the
demand for a new information order gathered momentum.
The New Delhi Declaration of Information ina1976 succinctly put forward the case for
a flow of information as mentioned below:
“The present global flow information flow is marked by serious inadequacy and
imbalance. The means of communication information are concentrated in a few
countries. The great majority of countries are reduced to being passive recipients of
information which is disseminated from a few centres.
This situation perpetuates the colonial era of dependence and domination. It confines
Judgments and decisions on what should be known, and how it should be made known
into the hands of a few.
Just as political and dependence are legacies of colonialism, so is the case of
dependence in the field of information which in turn retards the achievement of
political and economic growth.
In a situation in which the means of information dominate and are monopolised by a
few, freedom of information really comes to mean the freedom of a few to propagate
information in the manner of their choosing and virtual denial to the rest of the right
accurately."
Not content with a mere critique the NAM launched two concrete efforts aimed at
redressing the imbalances in the global information flow, one of them was the NonAligned New Agencies pool in 1975 to provide news and information not usually
found in the western news services. In 1977, NAM also organised the Broadcasting
Organisations of the Non-Aligned countries to ensure dissemination of broadcast
information in and out of none aligned countries.
It was at the Colombo summit meeting the NAM unequivocally stated for the first
time, that a new international order in the fields of information and mass.in
communication is as vital as the new international economic order.
The state was set for the imbalance debates, at various international forums including
the UNESCO leading to the birth of the New World Information and communication
order (NWICO).
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Check Your Progress
1. Describe International development paradigms?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
2. Narrate four Components of Human Development Paradigm?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
3. What do you understand by sustainable human development?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
4. Describe the concept of New International Economic Order?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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UNIT-4 Communication Debates During 1970s
Unit structure
4.1 Learning Objectives
4.2 Introduction
4.3 Information and its Informational Flow
4.3.1 Being Information rich and Being Information –poor
4.3.2 Free flow of Information
4.3.3 Western News Values
4.4 Communication Imbalance Debates during 1970s
4.5 The concept of NWICO
4.6 NWICO and India
4.7 The Role of UNESCO
4.7.1 IPDC (International Programme for Development of Communication)
4.7.2 The international Telecommunications union (ITU)
4.7.3 Geo-stationary orbit (GSO) controversies
4.8 NWICO, MacBride commission and UNESCO
4.9 Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)
4.9.1 Radio Free Europe
4.9.2 Radio Liberty
Check Your Progress

4.1 Learning Objectives
After completion of this unit, learners will able to understand;
 Free flow of information
 Imbalance of Communication
 Concept of NWICO
 Role of UNESCO

4.2 Introduction
A key concept to our discussion of all these things is information in which we include
the serious business of news. We shall analysis how information flows internally,
particularly between the developed and underdeveloped countries and the heat and the
dust it created during the 1970s and the outcome. This outcome is referred to as the
new world Information and communication order (NWICO) which was corollary of
the New International Economic order (NIEO) as demanded by the developing
countries at their various conclaves and finally at the United Nations Educational
scientific and cultural organisation (UNESCO). The appointment of the Mac Bride
commission to look into issue of the imbalance in international flow of information in
its report recommended the establishment of NWICO.
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4.3 Information and its Informational Flow
Information is new wealth and a new instrument of socio-political-economic cultural
power. It could be utilised to exploit as it could also be utilised to liberate the human
kind.
Information is facts about an event a place, a person, whatever is communicated.
Information is also a raw material. When this raw material is put in the proper context
with other facts or activities, the human mind is able to analyse and comprehend a
phenomenon or situation and respond to it. This can be called knowledge. Knowledge
is the result of the interaction of human minds with facts. And this knowledge is really
power. Knowledge brings power when it is used properly. In this way “Information is
power and you can control anything if you can control information.”
A literate person is empowered enough with tools to analyse this environment and to
act or react to it nationally. S/he can easily procure information about everything and
create knowledge for decision making Thus, literate person is able to collect
information (wealth) with which S/he acquires power to lead a life of her/his own
choice. In economic and monetary terms, this power and wealth are very real.
It is said that more information is good, and more information is better, that
information is power, information is lost, information can be collected, stored,
analysed, retrieved, shared and used without losing its original quantum or quality.
"We can also define information as a patterned distribution or patterned relationship
between events objects and signs. Furthermore, it is about something other than the
things and signs themselves.
For our purpose of study, now it is almost sufficient to know that an information rich
country can liberate or exploit the information - Poor countries just like an information
- rich person can do things to information - poor persons in real life situations.
It entails the analysis of the channels and institutions of communication, but more
importantly, it involves examination of the mutually shared meanings which makes
communication possible. Therefore, the examination of the international flow of
information should include both the content, volume, and direction of information as
well as the economic, political, cultural, legal and technological factors responsible for
its initiation and diffusion.
Efforts in studying international flow of information has been far from systematic. The
diversity of the types of international flow of information flow has been a factor in the
somewhat fragmented nature of flow studies. Studies have concentrated on such
widely different topics as the flow of broadcast news, the structure of news agencies,
distribution of educational material, trans-border and planetary data, and also in such
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specialised areas as tourism, international law and international education. At first
glance the topics may seem unrelated, but if considered with the large’s framework of
information flow, the interrelationship become apparent such relationships and
convergence could have significant impact on further inquiry and research. The
modern and technical aspect of communication have received predominant attention at
the expense of the human dimension, says Hamid Moulana.
Taking the process of information flow to the international communication level
would imply we should measure not only how much and what kind of information
country or an organisation or system is transmitting but also how much and what kind
of information both quantitatively, and qualitatively it is receiving from other
countries and systems.
Until recently, the studies on the flow of information were concerned primarily
with the examination of channels, and content, leaving either end of the process the
source and destination - untouched. There are now some serious, efforts to examine
the source of the process, to discover the new actors and to analyse the gate producers
as well as the message producers. Similar attempts are be made to study precisely who
makes what use of which kind of information and how the information is finally
delivered and absorbed by the audience. For example, there is growing research
awareness that the global diffusion of news and information involves factors beyond
those that are usually inferred from the distribution. Because of these and due to the
lack of systematic research, we present state of knowledge in the international flow of
information is so fragmented that no full-scale investigation has shown the possible
effects of international information flow systems on international policies, politics and
economics, asserts Hamid Moulana.
Control of the distribution process is the most important index of the way in which
power is distributed in a communication system, which may be the global community,
a country, or some smaller political units.
The growth of communication technology, the expanding national and international
market and the creation of institutional policies and regulations all have made the
distribution stage the most important sequence in the chains of communication
systems.
Emphasis
upon
the
distribution
stage
affords
an
immediate advantage in analysing the message -sending activities of national actors.
Unless a nation has control over the entire distribution process, its messages may be
ineffectual. Certainly, the most ingeniously designed message, if it goes nowhere, will
have no effect.
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Communication technology plays a pivotal role in the international communication
process. Between the formation and distribution of messages stands to the means of
distribution – Communication technology - itself divisible into two components. These
components are the communication hardware. (such as satellites, broadcasting and
receiving equipment) which is the actual physical carrier of messages and the
communication software, which is, in the broadest sense the know-how and the means
to utilize the hardware (such as program production, content and
manpower skills and education).

A country may have the most sophisticated television in broadcasting apparatus
imaginable and the technical know-how to disseminate messages through it, but
unless this country is also producing its own messages in terms of programs, contents,
marketing and research and development, its dependency on the outsider
system increases, writes Hamid Moulana.
4.3.1 Being Information rich and Being Information -poor
The countries of Western Europe and North America are information - rich, whereas
the Third World countries are information-poor. It was informational one that helped
the British to exploit its colonies for centuries. The West always remained ahead of the
East in information technology. The East or the Southern hemisphere of the globe
comprised the poor, underdeveloped and developing countries while the west northern
hemisphere of the globe comprise the North America (U.S.A) and then West European
countries.
The Reuters of the United Kingdom, Agency France Presse (AFP), of France, the
Associated Press. (HP) and the united Press international (UPI) of the USA and ITARTASS of Russia are the powerful global news agencies that feed the world much of
news while setting of the agenda for global discussions every day. The western
countries have also other new information agencies to gather data and
disseminate the same with appropriate packaging.
In comparison to this the Third world countries have to weak networks of information.
Their news agencies are not as powerful as those of the west. They
don't have strong communication technology. Both in terms of hardware and software
the situation is quite deplorable in most of the Third world countries spread over vast
regions of Asia, Africa, and Latin America only a few countries like India Malaysia,
Brazil, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nigeria and Kenya is able to afford news agencies.
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During the 1970s many, underdeveloped countries didn't have a newspaper of their
own and not even a telephone system, let alone news agencies.
In such a situation more information flowed from the most developed countries to
underdeveloped countries. Only little in formation flowed from the poor countries to
the rich ones. This caused imbalance in the international flow of information. This
information dominance of the west over the Third World made of the poor and
developing countries to demand for a new world information and communication
order that would be fair to them.
4.3.2 Free flow of Information
It is a western concept by which the western countries rationalised the operations of
their media and information agencies both in their own countries and abroad. The
concept
means
that
person
or
organisation
can
own
and operate any person or information agency, gather any information, and
disseminate the same, if they so desire, to any target audience wherever
and whenever they ward. Further, it means the ownership of media or information
agencies should be restricted to a certain category, and the gathering of the news, facts
and information and their dissemination should remain unhindered. The concept is
basic to the history, culture, the attitudes and life of the liberal concept was not only
reflected outsight but also considered undemocratic, uncivilised and even inhuman.
The philosophy underlying the free flow concept resulted in the concentration and
consolidation of the all the mechanisms of information gathering and dissemination in
the unfair and selfish hands the western countries. The Third world and socialist
countries could see through it and found that they were not represented objectively in
the western media. They were totally too unhappy about their negative representation.
Significant happenings of the quiet and positive changes in their country’s sedum
found place a in the Western media and whenever done they were only half-truths and
the way the west saw them.
When we say information, it included; all sorts data comprising government data
financial data, tourism data scientific and technological data, medical and engineering
and industrial data, demographic data, as well as other data as provided by the various
public and private data agencies; books, films, advertising news by transnational news
agencies, radio and television channels newspapers and magazines. Such huge
amounts of information always outweighed the information produced by the
developing third world countries, meaning a tremendous business by the western
information systems.
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There is always a concern about the transnational news agencies. A.P, UPI, Renters
A.F.P and Tass produced news quantifying millions of words every day. They have
been able to maintain their dominance with their vast scale of operations supplied by
governments of the countries they belonged to heavy capital and high technology.
They effectively blocked other news agencies from setting up rival services. These are
the agencies which were closely linked to the consolidation of colonial empires in the
leader. Particularly Reuters; A.P; U.P.I and AFP were and still are guided by profit
motive. News is a profitable business to them.
The transnational agencies had divided the world, into a few geographical regions
among themselves for their coverage. They also had formed a cartel in the 1970s for
monopolistic news business.
4.3.3 Western News Values
The transactional wire services always apply western news values when the select and
interpret the news items. As agenda setters they supply only those pieces of news that
will sell well and taught clandestinely their audiences around the world that whatever
they supplied were the only significant news items which they actually needed for
their daily use and discussion. The global audiences had no other way except to digest
the news, treated in the fixed western perspectives not in their own perspectives-even
if news was about them this downright imposition of news smacked of what the critics
referred to as a new brand of imperialism the information imperialism.
We in India, have had a very sad experience of a news disseminated by the western
media, during the British rule, when the British owned newspaper The Times of India
carried a headline, on the atom bomb attack on Nagasaki on August 9, 1945 this:
“Excellent Results in Raid on Nagasaki”. When the English people left India, the left
their news agency Reuters with us, to rule our minds through information that could
generally be prejudiced. News collected by Reuters was despatched to their Lon
headquarters where they revised and redrafted the copies to suit their own interests and
then sent back same to newspapers in India. If there was drought in India, Reuters
would report “famine" and if there was a heavy rain the agency would say “flood”.
This was their sense of objectivity in news about a foreign land.
The Third world countries including India were the silent and helpless spectators of
the games played by the Western news agencies only because these developing
countries did not have our modern news gathering mechanism. The British way of
looking at events in the Third world countries reflected in the reporters of Reuters
while the other transnational news agencies had their own slant in the reports
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Page 54

despatched by them. To the transactional news agencies tornadoes floods, droughts,
earthquakes, coups, mass poverty, illiteracy hunger disease filth and mal
administration were in a sense synonymous with the third world countries. The
transnational news agencies overlooked the shining break through brought about these
countries.
Most often, news reports about India and the other developing countries were the usual
mixture of half-truths and all types of negative statements of the inefficiencies of their
governments and private organisations were shown as coming forward to help the
peoples. For example, India’s march to self-sufficiency was not being featured in their
reports and Indians were dubbed Callous to the miseries of their own brethren.
The correspondents appointed in or sent to third world countries by the western news
AP, UPI, Reuters and AFP filed their stories the way their editors wanted the stories
written and not on the ground realities that prevailed. In the views of the transnational
agency’s freedom fighters were ‘terrorists’, a people's democratic republic might be a’
dictatorship’, while a country like India with no appendage and with a huge
democracy might be labelled ‘leftist’.
The Third world was being singled out for a negative portrait through unwanted
emphasis on strife, disasters takeovers and other problems. This is known as the
“disaster syndrome" or “bad news syndrome" that affected the western wire services.
Development news reporting was totally neglected.

4.4 Communication Imbalance Debates during 1970s
The Third world countries bed by the Nor-Aligned Movement which comprised of
nearly one hundred countries led by the erstwhile Yugoslavia and
India attacked the free flow concept of the Western countries with a barrage of solid
charges regarding the most inequitable and unbalanced flow of information carried
against them. Their attack against the West was waged in different international
forums including the United Nations the United Nations particularly at the UNESCO
and at the chain of conferences the Non-Aligned nations held time to time.
The ‘bad news syndrome' was central to the arguments of the Third world & nations:
This was one which they cultivated continuously to make it a base from which their
other arguments were sniped.
One of the charges was that the western news agencies gave inadequate and superficial
attention to the ground realities that prevailed in the developing countries often
infusing into their news coverage’s a cultural bias. The treatment of news with western
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news values emphasising the "coups, earthquakes syndrome" was seen by the
information-poor Third World not only as unbalanced but also of being detrimental to
their development processes.
News to the west is a saleable packaged Commodity while news to the third world is
seen as an instrument that would help their socio-economic development projects. The
Third world countries also felt that the state has to act as a guide, and should therefore
have some control over news.
We have already mentioned other criticisms of the transnational news agencies
regarding their biased treatment of news emanating from the developing countries.
The Third world countries demanded that news should be treated in their perspectives
and in the way the western countries wanted to see it. They were also very much
against the news the news agenda being set for themselves about their affairs by the
global news agencies.

4.5 The concept of NWICO
The concept of the NWICO (New International Information and Communication
Order) originally by the more than 100 members of the Non-Aligned movement. The
“discovering of the information and communication gap" in the early 1970s led to a
discussion of mass-media related problems during the Summit conference of the
movement in Algiers in August 1973.
In the Action Programme for Economic Cooperation of the 4th summit meeting, a
special paragraph was incorporated in which the developing countries were to take
“concerted action in the field of mass communication "in order to promote a greater
interchange of ideas among themselves”.
Two years later, the Conference of Foreign Ministers of Non-Aligned Nations, in
Lima, Peru adopted a special resolution for “cooperation in the field of Diffusion of
Information and Mass Communication media". In the resolution, the initiative of the
Yugoslav news agency TANJUG to create pool of news agencies of the developing
countries were supported and the convening of an international seminar of experts to
discuss the information related problems was proposed. This symposium was held in
Tunis in March 1976 and can be seen as the starting point for the process of the
establishment of a new international communication order.
The report of the symposium stated that “the peoples of the developing countries are
the victims of domination in information and this domination is a blow to their most
authentic cultural values”.
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The report continues: "Domination in information was varied and subtle forms, in the
manipulation and control of the biggest part of information by the powerful
transnationals such as the big international press agencies and the technological
control of the information media in the hands of the most powerful nations. This is the
case, for example of the communication by Satellites whose use by developing
countries and the report concludes: “The emancipation of information & Five NonAligned countries and in all the developing countries reflects the fundamental interest
of the peoples of those countries in their economic and political liberation, and
therefore, a basic element in the activities of the countries fighting for independence,
equality, progress and cooperation between all peoples of the world in a framework of
respect for the national sovereignty of each country and non-intervention. Every
developing country has the right to exercise their full sovereignty over information, as
much over information about their daily realities as that diffused to their people,
equally they have a right to publicise widely their national reality.”
It was at this symposium, that the phrase “New International Information order” was
used for the first time. Paragraph 27 of the report stated: "Since information in the
shows a disequilibrium favouring some and ignoring others, it is the duty
of the Non-Aligned countries and the other developing countries, to change this
situation, and obtain decolonisation of information and initiate a new international
order in information”
The symposium adopted 26 recommendations that were presented to the ministerial
conference, of Non-Aligned countries on Declaration of Information, which took place
in Delhi, in July 1976. The New Delhi Declaration based on these recommendations
noted that:
The present global information flows, are marked by a serious inadequacy and
imbalance. The means of communication are concentrated in a few countries. The
great majority of countries are reduced to being passive recipients of information
which is disseminated from a few countries.
This situation perpetuates the colonial era of dependence and domination. It confines
judgments and decisions on what should be known.
The dissemination of information rests at present in the hands of a few agencies
located in a few developed countries and the rest of the peoples of the world are forced
to see each other even themselves through the medium of these agencies.
Just as the political and economic dependence are legacies of the era of colonialism, so
is the case of dependence in the field of information which in turn retards the
achievements of political and economic growth.
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In a situation where the means of information are dominated and monopolised by a
few, freedom of information really comes to mean the freedom of these few to
propagate information in the manner of their choosing and the virtual denial to the rest
of the right to inform and to be informed objectively and accurately.
Non-Aligned countries have, in particular been the victims of this phenomenon. Their
endeavours, individual or collective, for world peace, Justice and for the establishment
of an equitable international economic order have been underplayed or misrepresented
by international news media. Their unity has been sought to be eroded. Their efforts to
safeguard their political and economic independence and stability have been
denigrated.
Non-Aligned countries have a few means in the present situation, to know about each
other, except through the channels of existing news media and news centres, their own
news media being mainly under developed or undeveloped for want required
resources.
This description of the state of affairs and the proposed concept was adopted one
month later by the highest body of the non-Aligned movement, the
Summit Conference. The political Declaration of the 5th Summit conference in
Colombo, in August 1976 concludes that “a new international order in the fields of
information and mass communication is as vital as a new international economic
order.
The Political Declaration of the Colombo summit conference added three lengthy
paragraphs:
The Summit meeting endorsed the New Delhi Declaration and authorised the
establishment of an institutionalised mechanism for the implementation of
the new information and communication order which included the Inter-governmental
Council for Coordination of Information among Non-Aligned Countries (IGC). The
coordination Committee of the Non-Aligned Nations News Agencies Pool (NANAP)
The coordination committee of the broadcasting Organisations of the Non-Aligned
countries (BONAC).
The Summit decided to introduce the Nico idea into global negotiation process within
UN system.
All the decisions of the Colombo Summit were of strategic nature. The whole
international debates around information and communication questions in the
following years were influenced mainly by the recommendations of this conference
and all the actions undertaken by the members of the Non-Aligned movement at the
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universal, regional or sub regional levels were inspired by the spirit of Colombo. With
the Colombo Summit meeting the idea of the NIICO is authorised as a topic of high
priority in the general strategy of the movement toward decolonisation and
democratisation
of
international
relations.

4.6 NWICO and India
India has played a significant role in the very development of the idea of NWICO.
Both within the Non-Aligned movement and in the UNESCO, India persistently
pursued policy of advancing and shaping the tenets of with NWICO,
and its objectives. India's role along with Sri Lanka at the 20thGeneral conference of
1978 in diffusing the tension between the East and West on the text of the Mass Media
Declaration (MMD) was highly appreciated by one and all. India's involvement in the
MMD helped has provided several important aspects to the NWICO.
One of the objectives of the NWICO is to realise the increased flow of news among
the developing Third world. India's contribution for the establishment of Non-Aligned
News Agencies pool in 1975 was quite noteworthy. The Premier news agency of
India, the PTI has been one of the seven distribution centres of the Pool.
India has also taken a lead in providing world for young persons of the developing
world in news agency journalism through the Indian Institute of mass Communication.
India’s also played a worthy role in the setting of the NAMEDIA under the auspices of
the NAM and in the propagation of a better understanding among the peoples of the
SAARC, through exchange of audio-visual material on development themes under the
SAVE programme.
The Present order
A different information order is reigning now. It is the order of the advanced
countries of the Northern hemisphere. While many developing nations of the Southern
hemisphere are still languishing, the developed nations have already moved into a
post-industrial information age. The knowledge industry predominates in these
advanced economies. Their primary orientation is toward service rather than
manufacturing activities. They are moving their manufacturing bases to the poor
countries where labour is cheap.
The interdependence of economies facilitated by the communication technologies
camouflages the growing divide between the North and which has dived even more.
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Whether it is media, book production, film production, distribution of radio and
television sets, telephone lines, launching of satellites or distribution of
communication gadgets and computers, the developed west is decades ahead of the
developing world of the East.
European nations have deregulated their Communication, and information sectors
allowing greater private participation of the private sector in information production
and dissemination. These market forces have their own political power and, in many
countries, complement government policies that view the electronic information
industries as vital nation's economic wellbeing. These forces have played a vicious
role in scuttling the development of the new information and communication order as
envisaged by the third world countries. The pressure on the developing nations to
deregulate their economies and information sectors has been very high.
Another ominous development taking place is increasing consolidation and trans
nationalisation of media. A handful ear of conglomerates has begun
to control much of the global flow of information and communication. These
corporate giants exert a homogenising influence over ideas, media products, cultures
and commerce. This threatens the right to information to the extent that there will be
no diverse sources to choose from. Further, there will be limited access for those
citizens who wish to reach others.

4.7 The Role of UNESCO
United Nations, Educational scientific Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) is an agency
of the United Nations and all UN member States right to belong to it. Though the
agency has its own specialisations in a number of fields, it is best known in the media
world for its communication related activities. In the forefront of UNESCOS
constitution is a striking message coined by the then Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom Clement Atlee and the popular American poet Archibald MacLeish. The
message reads:
“Since war begins in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that
the defences of peace must bend Constructed". This was when in November 1945,
representatives of forty-four nations met in “war scarred” London in a quest for peace.
The message is also a key to UNESCO'S activities. concerned both with the
development of the media and also the problems and complexities such a development
brings with it the UNESCO remains ever-ready to find ways to see the media
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development and economic development hand in the Third world developing
countries.
The aims and objectives of UNESCO is to contribute to world peace and security by
promoting collaboration among the nations through education, science
and culture to realise this objective, the agency seeks to collaborate in the work of
advancing mutual knowledge and understanding of peoples, through all means of mass
communications and to that end recommend such international agreements as may be
necessary to promote treat free flow of ideas by word and image".
Realising that qualified and talented persons were needed to handle media in the
decolonised parts of the world, which consists the bulk of the Third world developing
nations the UNESCO published its first study on the professional training of the
journalists. Based on this study the agency set up training in the different parts of the
world. It also realised that only a few of the poor countries had any newspaper and
more so, news agencies, which could gather news for the media.
Early efforts of the UNESCO in this direction were the Union of African News to
Agencies, and organisation of Asian News agencies in 1963.
It has established training institutes to give training to news agency journalists, of
which the Indian institute of mass communication (IIMC), New Delhi has one. The
IIMC has several regional institutes in different parts of India including one at
Dhenkanal in Odisha.
UNESCO has also played introduction and expansion of mass media especially the
television in many third world countries.
Over the years, UNESCO’s activities in have changed from what has been described
as an “adhoc” attempt to develop mass communication media to integral programmes
in which the communication package is regarded as a whole. Efforts in this direction
are the preparation of national models and establishing documentation infrastructures.
The UNESCO played a significant role in context of two demands by many Third
World Countries for a better deal from the advanced countries. These two demands
were a New International Economic order (NIEO) and a New International
Information and communication order (NIICO).
The Firth Conference of the Heads of States or Governments of the Non-Aligned
nations (1976) and the 19th General Conference of UNESCO solidified the idea of
NIICO and the result was “Many voices and one world better known as the MacBride
Report.
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We have already mentioned that in the early years the UNESCO because of its
domination by the west, played the willing role to propagate the ideology of free flow
of information. The agency was also accused of promoting the producer distributor
status of rich countries having an access to modern communication technology so that
the unfavourable consumer - buyer status of the poor countries would continue to
present in context of the production and consumption of media products. But over the
years to UNESCO adopted itself to the changing world and refurbished its image.
During the 1970s UNESCO became a major Forum in which NWICO was debated. In
fact, the intensity of the debate, threatened to destroy the agency, when first the U.S.
and then U.K. withdrew in response to what they called as critical threats to freedom
of the press.
4.7.1 IPDC (International Programme for Development of Communication)
The UNESCO Intergovernmental conference of Paris in 1980 reached a consensus on
a draft for institutional arrangement for cooperation on communication development in
the developing IPDC. The 21st General conference of the UNESCO at Belgrade
accepted the MacBride report and adopted a Resolution 4.19 which outlined the basic
character and content of the NWICO. The IPDC was established with an
Intergovernmental Council of 35 members. The first session of the Intergovernmental
Council for IPDC, at Paris worked out the procedural details for its conduct.
From the second session, held in Acapul coin 1982, the IP de get down to
operationalize its objectives by soliciting and allocating funds for communication
development Projects such as the national news agencies, regional news exchange
systems, the journalists’ training and the like.
The IPDC is a programme based on an assessment of the communications scenario in
many developing countries. It realises that significant inequalities exist between the
poor countries and the rich countries in technological professional, material and
financial aspects of communications development and their inequalities are
accentuated to because of high dependence of the poor nations on the rich nations. The
IPDC applies itself to make efforts toward reducing the gaps in communication within
and among nations.
The IPDC receives contributions for its funds and its assistance is provided under
various heads such as the audio-visual media, printing Press, training and research,
news agencies, media education, computerisation and data banks and book production.
The council coordinates the IPDC activities, and it’s protected.
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4.7.2 The international Telecommunications union (ITU)
The ITU founded in 1865 in Paris as the International Telegraphic to coordinate and
monitor the development of telegraph, became International Telecommunication
particularly with the with advent of the wireless radio. In 1947 the ITU entered into an
agreement with the UN and thereby specialised agency for telecommunication. The
main ITU functions are to allocate frequencies to avoid interference coordinate efforts
to eliminate interference; foster telecommunication facilities in the developing
countries, promote safety measures, and undertake studies in the area of
telecommunication.
The ITU has assumed a new responsibility in the context of NWICO. It promotes
telecommunications development by taking into consideration the political,
technological and economic factors on the one hand and manages a vital common
resource, the electromagnetic spectrum on the other in the face of an increasing
dialogue and conflict between the advanced and developing countries. The developing
countries plead that certain slot should be reserved for them in the geo-stationary orbit
to use it at a time when they can either afford or build their own satellites.
Some of the recommendations of the MacBride commission relating to the techno
scientific aspects of communication are that:
 the electromagnetic spectrum and geostationary orbit should be more equitably
shared as the common property of the mankind;
 Developing countries must take measures to establish or develop the essential
elements of their communications systems;
 Networks should be established to increase news flows;
 National production of broadcasting materials should be encouraged to help
overcome dependence on external sources;
 Communication components in all development protects should receive
adequate financing;
4.7.3 Geo-stationary orbit (GSO) controversies
Satellite technologies also gave rise to controversies related to the access of slots in the
outer space. Air space law allows a state to exercise sovereignty over its air space,
whereas the prevailing space law doctrine allows countries to explore and use outer
space, the moon and the other celestial bodies on a basis of equality with and national
appropriation by claim of sovereignty.

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Page 63

Outer space law and air space law are this different. Moreover,
there has no satisfactory solution to the issue of identifying the point at which the air
space ends and the outer space begins. The threshold between air space and outer
space is widely held to be the “Van Karman Line”- the point to which states
traditionally may claim sovereignty over the air above their territory. Beyond this line,
according to this view, state sovereignty ends.
But this definition is not without controversy. Geostationary communication satellites
are ideally located at a height of 36,000 km over the equator. Nations, located nearer
the equator are at a vantage point to receive satellite signals through a relatively thin
layer of atmosphere. But the geostationary orbit (GSO) is limited by the fact that
satellites in this orbit cannot be parked close to each other, and there are a growing
number of countries and corporations interested in satellite services.
On 1976, nine countries located near the equator adopted the Bogota declaration,
which stated that the geostationary, orbit is a natural resource of the equatorial states
and thereby subject to their sovereignty. There countries insist that no object could be
placed in the GSO without their approval. The countries fear that the GSO is limited
and may not be available for them by the time they are ready to use it. This question
has, however been disputed the two beading space faring countries, the United States
and Russia.
There are your major positions of sovereignty over the GSO.
The first, advocated primarily by the United States, considers that the GSO should be
allocated on a “first come, First-served" basis.
A second position, represented by the east while Soviet Union, advocates the “Van
Karman Principle”, that there should be a clear demarcation point between outer space
and aerospace, set at a specific altitude above sea level. Air space below that
boundary, would be sovereign Property. Above that limit it would be outer space to
which all would have access.
The third approach defended mainly by the developing countries, call for global prior
allocation of both orbital positions and frequencies. They favour establishing an
international regime to guarantee equal access.
Finally, we have the view of the equatorial countries, which also supports the need for
prior allocation; but because of their geographical position claim preferential rights.
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4.8 NWICO, MacBride commission and UNESCO
The Free Flow Doctrine
The roots of the demand for a new international information and communication order
could be traced back the Cold War era and the emerge of a Third world awakening in
the 1950s, just five years after the Second World War. The dissatisfaction that a
handful of media-rich nations of the west were at the helm to determine the nature and
kind of international news and information flow only benefited these countries and
such operations were detrimental to the media-poor nations were as fundamental to the
communication controversies of the early decades of twentieth century as the new
order debates of the 1970s.
Ever since their inception the transnational news agencies have been plying their
monopolistic business. Through the news cartel agreements of the 1870s these western
wire services extended their monopolistic practices to different regions of globe which
were under the influence of their home countries. However, the relationship among the
cartel members was not equal in many aspects. Reuters of England had an area which
was as vast as the British Empire that spread across Asia, America, Africa, Australia
and Europe covering almost one-fifth of the globe. In terms of its news business and
financial information services it was the Renters that mattered and it was said that the
sun never set in its business empire. It's elaborate and extensive network supported by
England's control of the world's transoceanic cables, helped the Reuters to stand tallest
as the most powerful news agency in the world.
The monopolistic practices in the global news business by the European triumvirate
Reuters did not go unchallenged by the fast changing political climate of the twentieth
century. Much of the challenge came from the United States which by end of Second
World was changing its image and role from an international debtor to that of a major
creditor. The expanding U.S. control of the transoceanic cables as well as a widening
media at home provided its news agencies the much needed muscle power to challenge
the European new castle. America was interested to have the advantage that would
accrue out of the profitable as well as the influential global news business.
As the U.S. perfected its wireless transmission technology at home the two American
news agencies. The AP and UPI took advantage of it which reversed the global
communication imbalance to favour the American interest. The other factor
responsible for the growth of the American communication network abroad was the
realisation that a global control, would bestow advantages on the country's trade and
commerce. Following such realisations, the idea on free flow of information between
countries, became to precipitate in America.
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Now came forward the American Society of Newspaper editors which adopted a
resolution appealing the U.S. political parties to support freedom of information and
free flow of information across the globe with the Democratic party and the
Republican party adopting this idea, and a free flow doctrine became an inseparable
part of the U.S. political ideology and foreign policy.
The United Nations too came under its influence and the world bodies Declaration on
Freedom of Information issued in 1946 made the first reference to the free flow of
information thus: “All states should proclaim Policies under the free flow of
information, within countries and across frontiers, will be protected. This right to sell
and transmit information should be insured in order to enable the public to out
ascertain facts and appraise events. America was to also successful in in cooperating
some of its viewpoints in the Universal declaration of Human Rights passed by the UN
General Assembly in 1948. It reads: Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression, this right includes freedom to hold opinions and to seek receive and impart
information and ideas through any media regardless of frontiers”.
This Article reflects the American doctrine of the flow information. In the beginning
the UNESCO also promoted the doctrine of free flow because of its domination by the
west. However, with the continual addition of the newly-freed status to the United
Nations in the 1960s and1970s the UNESCO Underwent changes not only in its
structural make up but also in its concerns, policies, and programmes and activities in
several areas including communication. In the later periods the contribution of the
UNESCO toward democratising the global communication system was commendable.
The MacBride commission and NWICO
At least four stages will be adequate to identify the history of the NWICO (New world
Information and communication order). The first stage marks the evolution of a new
order between 1973 and1976. The second stage, between 1976 and 1979tells the story
of evidence gathered to crystallise the demand for a new order. The third stage is the
MacBride Report of 1980 while the fourth stage covers the UNESCO's adoption of the
NWICO resolution and launching of the IPDC (International Programme for
Development of Communication.
Though the contribution of the UNESCO cannot be ignored the evolution of the new
order concept is credited to the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).
The Algiers Summit of the Non-Aligned nations held in 1973, is a major event, as it
was there the communication concerns of the developing third world countries were
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addressed directly. The UNESCO around this time found itself in the midst of a crisis
when a soviet resolution backed by the Third world at the 17th General conference of
the UNESCO, held in the 1970s called upon its Director General to go for a
declaration on the fundamental Principles governing the Use of mass media with a
view to strengthening of peace and understanding, and combating war, propaganda,
racialism and apartheid, hereafter referred to as the mass media declaration (MMD).
This resolution was to influence significantly the tone and tenor of the information
flow debate. It was an opportunity for the Third World to put forth its views on the
free flow doctrine and its consequences of in adequacies and imbalances in the global
news and information flow. It opened a new bout of East West struggle which lasted
until 1978.
To avoid further complexities in the existing crisis, the 19th UNESCO general
conference postponed the consideration of the MMD draft to the next session due in
1978 and adopted a resolution inviting the Director General to undertake a review of
the problems of communication in modern society. In response to this is the Director
General constituted a 16-member commission for the study of Communication
problems under the chairmanship of the Irish diplomat and winner of both Nobel Prize
and Lenin Peace Prize. The commission's work is one of the major outcomes of the
new communication order debates.
The 20thUNESCO General Conference, held in 1978, was marked by a spirit of
compromise. The new MMD text retitled as "Declaration on Fundamental principles
Governing the contribution of mass media in strengthening peace and International
Understanding and in combating war Propaganda, Racialism and Apartheid was
approved ending the six-year long controversy with satisfaction of all concerned.
MacBride Report
It was in the 19th General Conference of the UNESCO the idea of a NIICO was
crystalized report of the international Commission for the study of the communication
problems "Many voices and one world", better known as the MacBride report is a
landmark document in this direction. After the publication of the MacBride Report, the
USA followed by the U.K. charged UNESCO within dulling in political activities and
decided to pull out of the UNESCO.
The MacBride Commission strongly advocated the establishment of a new world
information and Communication order (LWICO) and especially focused on the
democratisation of communication.
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It called for reducing commercialism in communication and emphasised the media’s
role in aiding oppressed people to gain greater freedom, independence, access to
information, and right to expression.
The Commission also envisioned an expanded role for UNESCO in implementing
these recommendations. However, the clarion call for a new international information
and communication order encountered strong, resistance from the western
governments. The press and publishing lobbying groups in these nations opposed the
new order on the premise that it would bead to government control. They particularly
took exception to the article stating that “states are responsible for the activities in the
internal sphere of all mass media under their jurisdiction".
The United States was particularly unhappy that saying that UNESCO's programmes
limited the influence and participation of private sector in the development of national
communications of the developing countries. The USA withdrew from the UNESCO
in 1984 stating that its programmes endangered the free flow of information and free
market. It claimed that the Soviet threat hung over the future operations of the
UNESCO and that the freedom of the press was in danger. A year later Britain also
withdrew from the UNESCO.
The withdrawal of the U.S. resulted in the information and communication issue being
shifted to the back burner at the UNESCO. Despite some sparks of activity, the
information debate was largely squashed by the U.S. action. The 1985General
conference in a conciliatory declared that the establishment of a new world
information and communication order should be ‘seen as an evolving and continuous
process’. In the following years all important issues of the new information order such
as global news, the right to communicate, or national communication policies receded
into the background.
The 16-member MacBride commission of which the eminent Indian journalist
B.G.Verghese was a member met eight times at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris
and held your rounds of discussions in India, Yugoslavia, Sweden Mexico and
received some one hundred background papers from scholar and professionals around
the world made inquiries regarding the global Communication issues.
The commission fully recognised on the imbalances emanating from the free flow
ideology want and desired that it should be restated to bring about a free and the
balanced flow of information.
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It reviewed communication as a basic social need of individuals’ communities and
countries and having an inseparable relationship with politics, economics,
development & culture and education. It emphasised communication as a tool and
force the commission, also took cognisance of the international flow of news by riding
the modern technological horses.
It deliberated on the historical process of in equal growth of nations and their
complicated socio-political-economic-cultural realities and attributed the in balances
to it.
The commission concluded that the one-way flow and the imbalances and the
inequalities it exhibits in communication as a whole was nothing but a reflection of the
world's dominant political and economic structures that tend to maintain the status quo
by keeping poor countries ever dependent on rich counters. The commission suggested
measures for whoring in democratisation in the global flow of information.
The 21st General conference of the UNESCO held in 1981 adopted the Macbride
report and passed a resolution revealing the nature of content of the NWICO in its
Paragraph 14. Were produce the paragraph below its entirety:
“The General Conference considers that;
a. this new world information and communication order could be based among
other things
i.
elimination of the imbalance and inequalities which characterise the
present situation;
ii.
elimination of the negative effect of certain monopolies, public or
private; and excessive concentrations;
iii. removal of the internal and external obstacles a free flow and wider and
better-balanced dissemination of information
and ideas;
iv. plurality of sources and channels of information;
v.
the freedom of the press and information;
vi. the freedom of Journalism and all professionals in the communication
media, a freedom inseparable from responsibility;
vii. the capabilities of the developing countries to achieve the improvement
of their own situations, notably by providing their own equipment, training
their personnel, improving their infrastructures and making their information
and communication media suitable to their needs and aspiration;
viii. the sincere will of the developed countries to help them attain these
objectives;
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ix. respect for each people’s cultural identity, public about its interests, its
aspirations and the social and cultural values;
x.
respect for the right of all peoples to participate in international
exchanges as information on the basis of equality, justice and mutual benefits;
xi. respect for the right of the public, of ethnic and social groups, and of
individuals to have access to information sources, and to participate activity
in the communication process;
b. this new world information communication order could be based on the
fundamental principles of the international law, as laid down in the Charter of the
United Nations;
c. diverse solution to information and communication problems are required,
because social political, cultural and economic problems differ from one country
to another, and within a given country from one group to another”.
The MacBride's recommendations are of normative in character and not mandatory or
binding member countries. That means its success will depend mainly on the
cooperation will and sharing attitudes between the developed and developing
countries. It requires sharing of communication resources including technology.
The 21st UNESCO General Conference also approved the establishment of a new
agency IPDC within its own frame work to reduce the gap between the rich and poor
countries by strengthening the communication infrastructure and Service through
international Cooperation and assistance.
Economics determines the ability of a nation to establish its own infrastructure for
news gathering and its dissemination. The status of a given nation and its media
institutions in the international news flow system is determined by the role a nation’s
media system is destined to play: the role of the produces distributors or that of a
consumer-buyer. The rich nations having access to modern communication technology
gained the status of produces distributors of all media products. This fact was looked
into by the MacBride commission. The commission also perused Mustapha
Massoudi’s papers new, word information order which presented a complete catalogue
of the Third world complaints against the Western nations and their media empires
along with the measures needed in the political, legal, technical and financial spheres
for the realisation of the new order.
The MacBride report with some 82 recommendations, stands out as a source of
information on communication in today's and tomorrow's world.
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The NWICO has already acquired legitimacy in the world community. The process in
question is evolving and irritable. The evolving goals of NWICO rests with not just the
UNESCO, but a large number of international organisations and the Third world
organisations. The prospects are not bleak some works have already been done. The
Third also demonstrated its seriousness about increasing news flow within its own
regions.
The developing countries are required to formulate their communication policies
keeping in view of the sweeping changes marking the external world as well as their
own regions.
In these directions the Third world the press must also make conscious efforts to free
itself from the grips of the Western media criteria. The various professional
organisations and institutions such as the Asian mass communication Research and
information Centre (AMIC) Singapore, the press institute of India (P11), New Delhi,
The Indian Institute of mass communication (IIMC) New Delhi and the International
press Institute (IPI), just to mention a few can play a significant role by conducting
refresher and orientation courses for the working journalists.
The UNESCO the IPD, the organisation for Economic cooperation and Development
(OPED) and the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) are expected to
provide additional inputs.

4.9 Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)
It is a United States government. Funded organisation that broadcasts news
information and analysis to countries, in Eastern Europe, central Asia, Caucasus and
middle East, where it says that “the free flow of information is either banned by
government authorities or not fully developed" RFE/RL is, a private non-profit
corporation supervised by the U.S. Agency for Global Media, an independent
government agency overseeing all Federal government international broadcasting
services.
RFE/RL broadcasts in 26 languages in 23 countries. The organisation has
headquartered in Prague Czech Republic since 1995. It has 21 local bureaus with over
500 core staff and, 1300 stringers and freelancers in different countries throughout the
region, as well as 700 employees at its headquarters and corporate office in
Washington DC.
During the Cold war Radio Free Europe was broadcast to the former soviet bloc
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countries including the Baltic States. Radio Liberty (LR) targeted the erstwhile Soviet
Union. The RFE was funded as an anti-communist propaganda source in 1949bythe
national committee for a Free Europe. R.L. was founded two years later and the two
organisations merged in 1976.
Communist governments frequently sent agents to infiltrate RFE headquarters and the
Soviet intelligence agency KGB frequently jammed its signals.
RFE/RL received funds covertly from the American spy organisation, the central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) until 1972. During RFE's earliest years of existence, the
CIA and the U.S. Department of States issued broad policy directives, and a system
evolved, where broadcast policy was determined through negotiations between them
and the RFE staff.
LRFE/RL was headquartered of Englisher in Munich, former west Germany from
1949to 1995. European operations have been significantly reduced since time end of
the cold war.
RFE/RL's official language is English Programme are also available in Albanian,
Armenian, Azerbaijani, Bashkir, Bosnian Belarusian, Bulgarian, Chechen, Crimean
Tatar Dari, Georgian, Hungarian, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Macedonian, Montenegrin, Pashto,
Persian, Romanian, Russian Serbian, Tajiki, Tatar, Turkmen, Ukrainian Uzbek, in the
past also polish, Czech, Slovak, Lithuanian, Estonian and various other languages.
4.9.1 Radio Free Europe
Radio Free Europe received widespread support from Eisenhower’s "crusade for
freedom campaign in 1850. Over 16 million Americans signed Eisenhower’s
"Freedom Scrolls” on a Publicity trip over 20 U.S. cities and contributed $ 1317,000 to
the expansion RFE. The NCFE mission was to support the refugees and to provide
them with a useful outlet for their opinions while read to the increasing their exposure
to the modern world. The NCFE divided its programme to three parts: exile relation,
radio and American contacts. Although exile relations were initially its first priority
Radio Free Europe became the NCFE's greatest legacy.
The United States funded a long list of protects to counter the communist appeal
among intellectuals in Europe and the developing world. RFF was developed out of a
belief that cold war would eventually be fought by political rather than military means.
American policymakers such as George Kennan and John Foster Dulles acknowledged
that the cold was essentially a war of ideas. The implementation of surrogate radio
stations key part of the greater psychological effort.
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REE was modelled after Radio a U.S. sponsored radio service initially intended for
Germans living in the American sector in Berlin (but more widely listed to in East
Germany. Staffed almost entirely by Germans with minimal & U.S. supervision, the
station provided free media to German listeners.
In January 1950the NCFE obtained a transmitter base at Lampert Heim, west Germany
and on July 4 of the same year RFE completed its first broadcast aimed at
Czechoslovakia. In that 1950 RFE began to assemble a full-fledged foreign broadcast
staff become more than a "month piece for exiles”. Teams of journalists were hired for
each language service and an elaborate system of intelligence gathering provided upto-date broadcast material. Most of this material came from a network of wellconnected emerges and interviews with travellers and defectors. RFE did not use paid
agents inside the Iron Curtain and based its bureaus in regions popular with exiles.
RFE also extensively monitored communist publications and radio services.
In addition to its regular broadcasts, RFE spread broadcasts through a series of
operations that distributed leaflets via balloons, one such operation Prospero, sent
messages to Czechoslovakia from October 1951 to November 1956, the skies of
Central Europe were filled with more than 350,000 balloons carrying over 300 million
leaflets, posters, books and other printed matter. The nature of the leaflets varied and
carried messages of support and encouragement to citizens suffering under communist
oppression, satirical criticisms of communist regimes and leaders, information about
dissident movements and human rights campaigns, and messages expressing the
solidarity of the American people with the residents of the Eastern European nations.
The project, served as a publicity tool to solidify RFE’s reputation as an unbiased
broadcaster.
4.9.2 Radio Liberty
Whereas Radio Free Europe targeted Soviet bloc countries, Radio Liberty targeted the
Soviet
Union.
Union.
Radio
Liberty
was
formed
by
the
Radio Liberty targeted the Soviet American Committee for liberation of the
Peoples of Russia (Amcomlib) in 1951. Originally named Radio Liberation, the station
was renamed in 1954 after a policy statement emphasising “liberalization” rather than
“liberation”
In 1955Radio Liberty expanded its audience by broadcasting programmes in numerous
non-Russian
languages.
By
December
1954,
Radio
Liberty
was
broadcasting in 17 languages including Ukrainian & Belarusian, Kazakh, Kyrgyz,
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Tajik Turkmen, Uzbek, Tatar, Bashkir, Armenian Azerbaijani, Georgian other
languages of the Caucasus and central Asia.
Radio Free Europe played a significant role in the collapse of communism and the
development of democracy in Eastern Europe. Unlike government sponsored
programmes, RFE publicised anti-Soviet protests and nationalist movements. Its
audience increased substantially following the failed Berlin riots in 1953 and the
highly publicised defection of Jozef Swatio its Hungarian services coverage of
Poland’s Poznan riots in 1956 arguably served as an inspiration for the Hungarian
revolution.
During the Hungarian revolution of 1956 RFE broadcasts encouraged rebels to fight
and suggested that western support was imminent- RFE broadcasts violated
Eisenhower's policy which had determined that the United States would not provide
military support for the Revolution.
REE was seen as a serious threat by the Romanian president Nicolae Ceausescu. From
the mid-1970s to his overthrow and execution in December 1989 Ceausescu waged a
vengeful was against RFE/RL under the programme “Ether". Ether operations
included physical attacks on other Romanian journalists working for RFE/RL,
including the controversial circumstances surrounding the deaths of three directors of
RFE/RL's Romanian service on February 21, 1981, RFE/RL headquarters
On February 2021, 1981, RFE/RL headquarters in Munich was struck by a massive
bomb causing #2 million in damage several employees were injured, but there were no
fatalities. Stasi files opened after 1989, indicated that the bombing was carried out by a
group under direction of a Leich, Ramirez Sanchez to known as “Carlos the Jackal”
and paid for by Nicolae Ceausescu, President of Romania.
For the first days following Chernobyl nuclear disaster on April 26, 1986, the official
eastern Bloc media did not report any news about the disaster and no full account for
another four months. The people of Soviet Union became frustrated with inconsistent
and contradictory reports and many of them turned to western radio to provide
accurate information Listenership at REF Ritz shat us dramatically as a “great many
hour” of broadcast time were devoted to the dissemination of life saving news and
information following the disaster. Broadcast topics included precautions for exposure
to “radioactive fall outs” and reporting, on the plight of the Estonians who were tasked
with the providing clean-up operations in Ukraine.
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Check Your Progress
1. Describe Information and its Informational flow?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
2. What do you understand by free flow of Information?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
3. Why NWICO was formed?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
4. Narrate about MacBride commission?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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