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BLOCK 2 RURAL SOCIAL STRUCTURES
The previous Block has discussed the study of rural sociology. Rural sociology as
indicated by its name, studies rural society, rural social structures and institutions.
Further, the rural society is primarily dependent on agriculture and hence rural
sociology also concerns itself on the peasant society. The present Block discusses the
rural social structure. It consists of four units. Unit 1 defines the meaning and types of
village community. Rural- Urban contrast & continuum are discussed in Unit 2.
Similarly, Unit 3 describe about agrarian economy. Unit 4 discusses about concept of
dominant caste and emerging class structure in rural India.
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INTRODUCTION

Social structure is one of the central and basic concepts of sociology. It is the
framework of society that sets limits and establishes standards of our behaviour. The
rural social structure includes all these aspects in social, economic and political
institutions. Thus, a rural community is a separate entity on its own. A correct idea
about the rural social structure comes with an understanding of the characteristics of
rural community.
1.2

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After going through of this unit, you will be able to:
 Provide key insights into the meanings of village community
 Understand the Characteristic of Village Community
 Identify the types of Village Community
1.3

VILLAGE COMMUNITY: MEANING

The man was nomadic in nature and was completely ignorant about farming and
cultivation. He used to wander for food everywhere until he learnt the skills of
agriculture and settled down. By acquiring the knowledge of agriculture, he settled in
a particular geographical area and was not required to keep wandering. As they
found fertile land for farming many individuals came together, formed families and
created an eventual neighbourhood. By staying close vicinity, they became closed
acquaintances and shared joys and sorrows. They also had their community based
rituals, traditions and festivals. Thus, the village community gradually took shape
and its basis was the ‘we-feeling’ among the members who shared the same
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geographical area. There was the formulation of governing laws and principles that
prevailed in the society. A village community could be, hence, defined as a group of
persons permanently residing in a definite geographical area and whose members
have developed community consciousness and cultural, social and economic
relations which distinguish them from other communities.
1.4

CHARACTERISTICS OF A VILLAGE COMMUNITY

A village community is basically characterized as a particular area inhabited by
small number of people sharing intimate and informal relationships with one another.
The primary source of livelihood of the rural people is agriculture, though they also
get engaged in forest produce collection, weaving, dairy etc. In the words of T.L
Smith, “Agriculture and the collecting enterprises are the bases of the rural economy,
farmer and countryman are almost similar terms”. Apart from these features, the
people of the village also exhibit homogeneity of population due to which they do
not frequently come into conflict with each other and maintain mutual intimacy and
harmony. The following are features that characterize rural community:

Bases of social organization:
In India there are more than half a million villages. Eighty per cent of the Indian
population lives in these villages. Hence, in every respect the future of India is very
much linked with the development of villages.

Group of people:
Village community signifies a group of people in which the people do not take part
in a particular interest. On the other hand, they share the basic conditions of a
common life.

Specific locality:
Locality is the physical basis of village community. A group of people forms village
community only when it begins to inhabit in a definite locality.

Smaller size:
Village communities are generally smaller in size. The Census of India assigns a
place with 5000 inhabitants as a village community. 80% of the Indian villages have
less than 1000 population each.

Significance of neighbourhood:
Neighbourhood relationship is another significant characteristic of village life. Two
factors namely living in immediacy on the part of the rural people and an atmosphere
of fellow-feeling, friendship, sympathy, love and affection available in the rural
setting, encourage neighbourhood relationship in the village. So far as the village
community is concerned, each one loves his neighbour as he loves himself. He, in
fact, considers his neighbour more central than the relatives living far away from
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him. He always defends his neighbour during any crisis and is also supported
similarly by his neighbours.

Community sentiment:
Community sentiment is the primary very core of village community. The villagers
display a strong sense of belongingness and we-feeling. Often “my own village” is
the normal expression of such community sentiment. Furthermore, the members
have a sense of reliance on the community for both physical and psychological
satisfaction.

Prevalence of primary relations:
A village community is often observed as a primary group. It is characterized by the
preponderance of personal and as such comparatively long-lasting relations. There is
relative unfussiness and genuineness in human relationships. Kinship groups play
critical roles in the context of the village community.

Marriage:
Generally in the villages, endogamy is practiced. The traditional system of marriage
is predominantly arranged marriage based on choice of parents selecting the spouse
for their children. There is either no or very little freedom on the part of both boys
and girls in matters of mate selection.

Joint family system:
The joint family system still shapes the basic structural unit in the rural community.
All the members of a family stay together under the same roof, take food cooked in
the common hearth, hold property together, participate in common worship and are
related to each other as some particular type of kindred. It is established that the
amount of joint families in villages is much more than that in towns and cities.

Agricultural economy:
Agriculture is considered as one of the most profound occupations in rural India. It is
fundamentally a way of life for the villagers as their entire mode of social life, day
by day schedule, habits, customs and attitudes spin round agriculture. A very minute
segment of the rural population relies upon non-agricultural occupations such as
carpentry, pottery, basket making etc for their livelihood but these occupations are
also indirectly linked to the major occupation that is agriculture.

Caste System:
Caste system is an exceptional feature of the Indian village community. It prescribes
the role, status, occupation and marital relationships of the village people. The caste
system plays a decisive role on the villagers.

Jajmani system:
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Jajmani system is one more practice of village life in India. Under this system,
members of a caste or many castes tender their services to the members of other
castes. People to whom such services are offered are called, ‘Jajmans’ and those who
offer their services are known as “Parjans” or “Kamins”. The Kamins are
remunerated in terms of crops or grains either annually or half-yearly. On ritual
occasions such as marriage, birth and death, the Kamins are paid additional wages.
The Jajmani relations unite the families of various castes into a hereditary,
permanent and multiple relationships. Of late, the system has been significantly
destabilized by socio-economic and political modifications in India.


Uncomplicated lifestyle:
It is appealing to watch that even in the money-oriented era of today, the usually
established ideal in the village is one of simple living and high thinking. The
villagers are a simple and genuine people with a tranquil and peaceful life.

Faith in religion:
Religion plays a supreme role in the life of the village. Religious influence is visible
in every significant action of village life like sowing, harvesting of crops, birth,
marriage, illness, death etc. On all such occasions, the villagers observe religious
ceremonies in the form of ‘Puja’, ‘Mela’ or ‘kirtan’. In this way, faith in religion is
very robust in rural area.

Homogeneity:
Homogeneity of population is one more vital attribute of village communities. The
members of a village display resemblance in their dress, speech, beliefs, values,
attitudes and behaviour. There is hardly any apparent distinguishing character among
the rural people and they genuinely celebrate their similarities.

Panchayat system:
The operation of the village as a political and social body assembled together the
members from diverse castes. The traditional village Panchayat in the shape of
village council performs a multiplicity of tasks, comprising the maintenance of law
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and order, settling of disputes, celebration of festivals and construction of roads,
bridges and tanks. On the other hand, significant matters relating to the caste rules,
property and family disputes and other activities of serious nature were dealt with by
the caste Panchayat.

Informal social control:
In the rural areas, there is a prevalence of social control which is informal and direct.
The primary groups like the family, neighbourhood act as influential and
commanding agencies of social control in villages. The traditional village Panchayat
and the caste Panchayat also exercise stringent control on the deviant members of the
community. No deviance is tolerated and the criminals are severely punished.

Mobility:
One of the characteristics of the village population is that their territorial,
occupational and social mobility is limited and scarce. The reason is attributed to the
lack of satisfactory spread of education in the rural areas. However, in recent times,
there have been rampant cases of rural exodus owing to the declining agricultural
productivity. Rural people are leaving their hinterlands in search of better livelihood
opportunities (that cities provide) and to uplift their standard of living. Migration and
mobility have, hence, become quite frequent.

Status of women:
In general terms, the women in villages are illiterate or less educated and their social
status is lower than that of their counterparts in the towns. Factors like prevalence of
child marriage, joint family system, traditional ideals, old values and lack of
education among females are liable for the low status of women.


Standard of living:
On account of gross poverty and lack of adequate employment opportunities, the
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standard of living of the villagers is quite low. Hence most of them do not have
home conveniences and recreational facilities. Many of them suffer from acute
poverty and food insecurity. They don’t have sufficient surplus income or savings.

Culture:
In the villages, culture is more static than in the bigger cities or towns as greater
significance is attached to religion and rituals in the former. The rural population is
found to be more philosophical than the materialistic urbanites. From the
sociological point of view, the villages are important because they safeguard the
antique culture of the Indian society. The villagers in India still have faith in the lofty
ideals of the theory of Purushartha and the doctrine of Karma and lead a simple and
natural life marked by sacrifice, theistic tendency etc. They worship many gods and
have each and every festival to celebrate.
The above characteristics convey that the villages in India are comparatively steadier
and strong. The rationale is perhaps attributed to the relative static character of
ruralism as a way of life – the norms of behaviour, customs of family relations,
traditions of community life etc. The aforementioned are some of the most important
characteristics of a village community where life is more natural and an orderly
arrangement.
In spite of the fact that villagers are not economically sound, their life continues in a
vein of satisfaction because of its very simplicity. However, the aforesaid
characteristics have gradually disappeared and taken over by newer terms. Over the
years, these characteristics have vanished, partly or wholly, some of their purity
because of the impact of processes of social change like industrialization,
urbanization etc. However, these characteristics hold good by and large, if not in
their entirety.
ACTIVITY 1.1
Explain briefly about village community in your words.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Do you observe any of these characteristics in your village community? Mention one
or two of them.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
.

1.5

TYPES OF VILLAGES

The study of the classification of village community assumes implication on
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numerous grounds. Its study allows understanding varied social institutions and
cultural patterns operating in the rural context. In addition, such a categorization is
helpful in analyzing the growth of a specific village community. Rural sociologists
are not undisputed on any generally agreed-upon classification of rural community.
However, there have been some of the significant criteria have been put forth to
classify village communities.
According to some criterion, villages have been divided into three categories.
1.
2.
3.

Migratory agricultural villages: These villages refer to the villages where the
people live in fixed abodes only for few months.
Semi permanent agricultural villages: These villages are characterized by the
people living in a village only for few months.
Permanent agricultural villages: So far as permanent agricultural villages are
concerned, the population resides for many generations.

According to another criterion, villages have been classified into six groups. They
are isolated farmstead, villages, line villages, circular pattern, market centre
settlements and hamlets. In isolated farmstead is concerned, the individual lives on
his farm with his farmland surrounding him. Village as a pattern of settlement
signifies concentration of the rural people together with their farmland. In case of
line villages residences are nearby and effortlessly reachable to one another and at
the same time are located on their respective farms. Coming to circular pattern,
village houses are found to be arranged in a circle enclosing a central area with the
houses and yard at the apex of triangular plot. Market centre settlements are
predominantly dwelled by merchants who handle agricultural products, bankers,
shopkeepers and others. Hamlets refer to small villages. Ordinarily they do not
provide the facilities and services which are readily available in the largervillage.

The following types of the village communities categorized as:
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a)
The nucleated village:
It is otherwise known as grouped village where homes of farmers and artisans are
bunched jointly whereas the land cultivated by them is located outside the village at
varying distances. Their livestock are often accommodated with them or nearby.
Irrespective of the variety of shapes, such villages are typified by a close-knit social
organization promoted by residential closeness, contact, community sentiments and
ideas. In the Indian context, nucleated village is the most common pattern of
settlement frequently visible in paddy growing areas.

b)
The linear village:
In linear type of settlement the houses are built on parallel rows and there is hardly
any physical demarcation to illustrate where one village ends and where another
begins. Small streams or mountains divide one village from the other and dole out as
natural boundaries. Every house is bounded by a small garden of coconuts, plantains,
and cashew nuts and the rice fields are bit away from the houses. This model unites
the social advantages of residential closeness and economic advantages of living on
one’s land. Such villages are found in Kerala and in the delta land of Bengal.
c)
Dispersed village:
The village in which the dwelling places of the village lay speckled or diffused is
called a dispersed village. Such kinds of villages are found in hilly areas, as in the
Himalayan foothills, in the highlands of Gujarat etc. These villages have no definite
shape or structure and no village streets. There are only footpaths connecting one
cluster with another. Families living on their farms retain all the livestock and other
possessions in the farm.
d)
The mixed village:
Mixed village is the combination of nucleated and dispersed pattern of settlements.
In this type of village settlement there is a bigger compact settlement of houses
which is surrounded by a few small hamlets at a distance. Such villages can be seen
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both in plain as well as mountainous regions.
There is substantial disparity in the lay out, distribution and internal structure of rural
communities. Four criteria have been adopted in categorizing them into major subgroups. They are permanency, settlement, social stratification and social
organization. Permanency refers to the process of transition from man’s nomadic life
to settled village life. Settlement signifies pattern of ecological distribution of
residences of social groups Social stratification refer to forms and extent of social
differentiation, ranking in a stratification system, degree of mobility admitted by the
system as well as patterns of ownership of land. Last but not least, organization
reflects the way village communities organize their life in common. Typically cooperative, semi-collective and collective villages have been delineated in rural
sociology.
Check Your Progress Exercise 1.1
Note:
I.
Write your answer in the space given below.
II.
Compare your answer with the one given at the end of this Unit.
Q.1: What is a migratory agricultural village?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………
Q.2: What is nucleated village?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………

1.6







LET US SUM UP
A village community could be, hence, defined as a group of persons
permanently residing in a definite geographical area and whose members have
developed community consciousness and cultural, social and economic
relations which distinguish them from other communities.
A village community is basically characterized as a particular area inhabited
by small number of people sharing intimate and informal relationships with
one another.
The primary source of livelihood of the rural people is agriculture, though
they also get engaged in forest produce collection, weaving, dairy etc.
Villages have been classified into six groups. They are isolated farmstead,
villages, line villages, circular pattern, market centre settlements and hamlets.
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1.7

Nucleated villages otherwise known as grouped village where homes of
farmers and artisans are bunched jointly whereas the land cultivated by them
is located outside the village at varying distances.
In linear type of settlement the houses are built on parallel rows and there is
hardly any physical demarcation to illustrate where one village ends and
where another begins.
The village in which the dwelling places of the village lay speckled or
diffused is called a dispersed village.
Mixed village is the combination of nucleated and dispersed pattern of
settlements.
GLOSSARY

Community sentiments: A feeling of belonging together
Caste: Caste is a form of social stratification characterized by endogamy, hereditary
transmission of a style of life which often includes an occupation, ritual status in a
hierarchy, and customary social interaction and exclusion based on cultural notions
of purity and pollution.
Jajmani System: In this system there is exchange of goods and services between
landowning higher castes and landless service castes.
Religion: The belief in and worship of a superhuman controlling power, especially
a person God or gods.
Culture: A culture is a way of life of a group of people- the behaviours, beliefs,
values, and symbols that they accept.
1.8

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: ANSWER KEYS

Ans to Q1: Migratory agricultural villages refer to the villages where the people live
in fixed abodes only for few months.
Ans to Q2: Nucleated village is otherwise known as grouped village where homes of
farmers and artisans are bunched jointly whereas the land cultivated by them is
located outside the village at varying distances.
1.9

MODEL QUESTIONS

A)

Short Questions (Answer each question in about 150 words)
Q1: Define village community?
Q2: distinguish between linear village and dispersed village.
Long Question (Answer each question in about 300-500 words)

B)

10

Q1: Discuss the characteristic of village community.
Q2: Explain the types of village community.
1.10
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
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INTRODUCTION

In this unit we will be learn about Rural Urban contrast & continuum approach; its
meaning, purposes, significance in the society. The world can be broadly divided
into two types of human settlements, rural and urban. A variety of conceptual
approaches has been applied to determine the essential social characteristics and
dynamism of rural and urban area. Rural area is a geographic area that is located
outside towns and cities. Cities, towns and suburbs are classified as urban areas.
Typically urban areas have high population density and rural areas have low
population density.
2.2

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to To study the rural-urban contrast.
 Describe the rural-urban continuum approach.
2.3

RURAL-URBAN CONTRAST

Many families and individuals find themselves, at least at some point, questioning
the advantages of rural versus urban life. Quality of life is one of the central issues to
consider in any comparison between rural versus urban living. While a case can be
made for either location as being the best place to live, it is worthwhile to consider
how these two options, rural versus urban, are similar and different. Important
factors such as the capacity to make general choices, diversity, health, and
employment concerns all influence both sides of the comparison and although each
both rural and urban living offer great benefits, they both have a seemingly equal
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number of drawbacks. Rural and urban areas are generally similar in terms of terms
of human interaction but differ most widely when diversity and choice are issues.
There are a number of positive as well as negative factors that contribute the overall
quality of life in urban centres and if there is any general statement to be made about
urban living, it is that there is a great deal of diversity and choice. In urban areas,
there are many more choices people can make about a number of aspects of their
daily lives. For instance, in urban areas, one is more likely to be able to find many
different types of food and this could lead to overall greater health since there could
be a greater diversity in diet. In addition, those in urban areas enjoy the opportunity
to take in any number of cultural or social events as they have a large list to choose
from it. As a result they have the opportunity to be more cultured and are more likely
to encounter those from other class, cultural, and ethnic groups.
It is also worth noting that urban areas offer residents the possibility to choose from
a range of employment options at any number of companies or organizations.
Besides from this, urbanites have better access to choices in healthcare as well and if
they suffer from diseases they have a number of specialists to choose from in their
area. According to one study conducted in Canada, rural populations show poorer
health than their urban counterparts, both in terms of general health indicators (i.e.
standardized mortality, life expectancy at birth, infant mortality) and in terms of
factors such as motor vehicle accidents and being overweight. This could be the
result of less reliance on vehicles in urban areas as well as greater emphasis on
walking. Despite the conclusions from this study, however, there are a number of
drawbacks to urban living as well, although, the life expectancy in cities may be
higher.
Rural places do not offer the same level of choice and in very isolated areas and one
might be forced to commute long distances to find even a remote selection of the
diversity found in urban centres. Still, despite this lack of choice, there are a number
of positive sides to rural living in terms of quality of life. For instance, living in a
rural area allows residents to enjoy the natural world more easily instead of having to
go to parks. In addition, people do not have to fight with the daily stresses of urban
life such as being stuck in traffic, dealing with higher rates of crime, and in many
cases, paying higher taxes. These absences of stressors can have a great effect on the
overall quality of life and as one researcher notes, “People living in rural and
sparsely populated areas are less likely to have mental health problems than those
living in urban areas and may also be less likely to relapse into depression or mental
illness once they have recovered from these in more densely populated areas”.
The lack of daily stress found in cities from external factors (traffic, long lines,
feeling caged, etc) has much to do with this. While there may not be a large number
of stores and restaurants to choose from, those in rural areas have the benefit of land
upon which to grow their own food, which is much healthier. Although urban
populations have large numbers of social networks and networking opportunities,
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rural communities offer residents the ability to have long-lasting and more personal
relationships since they encounter the same people more frequently. While there are
not as many schools to choose from and sometimes rural schools are not funded as
well as some others, children can grow up knowing their classmates and experience
the benefits of smaller classrooms.

One of the drawbacks to living in a rural area, however, is that unlike urban areas,
residents do not have the best opportunity to choose from a range of employment
options. While they can commute to larger towns, this gets expensive and is not as
convenient as working close to their residence. In general, if there is any statement to
be made about the quality of life of rural living, it is that there is a greater ability to
connect with people and the landscape. The quality of life in urban areas is similar to
that in rural areas in that both involve a high degree of socialization, even if on a
cursory level. Where they differ most noticeably is in the availability of choices and
diversity, especially when vital factors (healthcare, education, and employment
options) are concerned.
2.4

RURAL-URBAN CONTINUUM

Rural-urban continuum is a course of socio-economic interface between the villages
and the towns or cities. Numerous cultural traits are diffused from cities to the rural
areas. For example, dress patterns like pants, shirts, ties, skirts, jeans, etc. diffuse
from cities to the rural areas. In addition, modern thoughts, ideologies are also
transmitted from the cities to the rural areas due to widespread communication via
radio, television, newspaper, etc. The urbanism, which is urban way of life, emerges
in the cities and gradually reaches to the rural areas, depending on their immediacy
to cities. The process of urbanization has not been a remote occurrence. Currently,
together with the entire range of occupational diversification, spread of literacy,
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education, mass communication, etc, continuity between rural and urban areas has
amplified. Urban jobs and other facilities of living have become status symbols in
the rural areas. Several up to date techniques of agricultural development and many
of the institutional frameworks for rural development are also produced from the
urban centres.
The large scale commercialization of agriculture has also been facilitated by the
process of urbanization. Correspondingly, agricultural requirements for machinery
have generated the growth of manufacturing units in urban areas. Earlier, numerous
scholars had supposed that there is a perceptible disparity between the urban and the
rural community. Nevertheless, this concept of rural-urban dichotomy underwent a
revolution. The scholars noticed that there was much individualism, lack of
understanding, fear and suspicion even among the villagers, the peaceful village
image of rural life took a severe blow. These studies pointed out that the peaceful
community type of existence in villages was not a fact. Remarkably the concept of
the urban community also underwent change in the 1950's. It was found that family
made life close, informal and secure. That is to say there do exist 'Urban villages.'
This aspect of complex societies is very mystifying. Moreover there exist people
who live in villages and work in towns. Neither the village nor the town can thus be
thought of as a stereotype.
What is clear from above discussion is that the rural and urban life in complex
society is not the opposite of one another. In fact it could no longer be assumed that
the environment determined any one type of association. However this is not to say
that rural and urban populations do not have any differences. Usually, rural-urban
continuum proposes a linear portrayal of the contrasting natures of social
relationships characteristic of rural and urban settlements. This was an accepted
theoretical tool to categorize diverse types of community and the changeover
between them. It began from the early 20th century Sociology’s endeavour to
understand the social changes resulting upon rapid urbanization. Life in the
countryside occurred in small, geographically isolated settlements which were
socially homogeneous, with high levels of mutual communication and social
solidarity, and which changed very slowly.
Urban communities were attributed the opposite characteristics: L. Louis Wirth of
the Chicago School, in his highly influential essay ‘Urbanism as a Way of Life’
(American Journal of Sociology,1938), thought cities distinctive because they were
large, dense and heterogeneous and that this produced the transient, disorderly,
anonymous and formal associational relationships of urban living. Such
understandings had affinities with Ferdinand Tonnies’ a-spatial distinction between
gemeinschaft (community) and gesellschaft (association). In principle, if all
settlements could be placed on such a continuum we would have a strong account of
spatial arrangement influenced social life.
There are varied opinions from various sociologists; while some have used the
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concept of rural-urban continuum to stress the idea that there are no sharp breaking
points to be found in the degree or quantity of rural-urban differences.
1.

Robert Redfield has given the concept of “rural -urban continuum” on the basis
of his study of Mexican peasants of Tepoztlan. The rapid process of
urbanization through the establishment of industries, urban traits and facilities
has decreased the differences between villages and cities.

2.

M. S. A. Rao points out in the Indian context that although both village and
town formed part of the same civilization characterized by institution of kinship
and caste system in pre-British India, there were certain specific institutional
forms and organizational ways distinguishing social and cultural life in towns
form that in village.

3.

G. S. Ghurye believes that urbanization is migration of people from village to
city and the impact it has on the migrants and their families.

4.

Maclver remarks that though the communities are normally divided into rural
and urban the line of demarcation is not always clear between these two types of
communities. There is no sharp demarcation to tell where the city ends and
country begins. Every village possesses some elements of the city and every city
carries some features of the village.

5.

Ramkrishna Mukherjee prefers the continuum model by talking of the degree of
urbanization as a useful conceptual tool for understanding rural-urban relations.

6.

P. A. Sorokin and Zimmerman, in 'Principles of Rural-Urban Sociology’, have
stated that the factors distinguishing rural from urban communities include
occupation, size and density of population as well as mobility, differentiation
and stratification.

However, ensuing research mainly undermined that idea. Spatial arrangements
themselves are not determinant of social relations; even if some parts of cities are
rather anarchic, more, for instance the suburbs do not conform to the model. One can
also find traditional and interpersonally intimated relationships in cities, as
demonstrated by the working class community of Bethnal Green by Michael Young,
and conflicts and isolation in the countryside. Moreover, both city and village
enclose culturally distinct groups, suggesting that there are no dominant cultural
forms typical of settlement type and that settlement type does not determine the
character of interpersonal social ties.
While discussing rural-urban contrast it was debated that in terms of ethos of life,
cultural groupings and modes of living, village and city are distinct from each other.
They appear as dichotomous entities. But structural similarities still subsist between
the two in regard to patterns of caste, rules of marriage and observance of religious
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practices. Villages and cities are not absolute units. Administration, education,
employment and migration are institutional sources of linkage between the village
and the city. In regard to rural-urban continuum social thinkers have differing views.
A number of sociologists believe that it is complicated to differentiate between rural
and urban areas predominantly in countries where education is universal and people
follow heterogeneous occupations, have membership in large organizations and
therefore have secondary relations. On the other hand, a lot of sociologists have
highlighted on heterogeneity, impersonal relations, anonymity, division of labour,
mobility, class difference, employment patterns, secularism etc. as the items to be the
basis for distinguishing ruralism from urbanism. They maintain that rural and urban
are two dichotomous terms which are differentiated on the basis of above criteria.
However, there are some sociologists who still believe that this dichotomy is not
possible. There is no absolute boundary line which would show a clear cut cleavage
between the rural and the urban community. Secondly many a time most of these
items are regular both to rural as well as urban areas with the consequence that it is
complex to distinguish the two. For example, ‘empirically, at least, urban can be
independent of size and density.” If this is true, then large size and high density of
settlement are not always conditions for an urban way of life in any given
community. Similarly, O.D. Duncan has revealed by an analysis of quantitative data
that such characteristics as relative size of income and age group, mobility of
population, extent of formal schooling, size of family and proportion of women
workers do not even correlate closely with via reactions in the size of population.
Oscar Lewis, an anthropologist, worries about the reality of any widespread criteria
to distinguish the rural environment from the urban. In this regard what one needs to
know is what kind of an urban society, under what conditions of contact, and a host
of other specific historical data to understand rural-urban dichotomy.

However, there are sociologists who consider that rural- urban differences are real
and to use these concepts on dichotomic basis is necessary for analytical purpose.
Dewey observes, “Evidence abounds to show that many of the things which are
uncritically taken as part and parcel of urbanism do not depend upon cities for their
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existence”. History reveals that creativity in the form of invention and discovery is
not limited to cities, that literacy is not tied to urbanization and sacred ties are
stronger in some cities than in many small towns and farming areas.”
The addition of both population and cultural bases in the term ‘Urbanism’ confuses
the whole issue. People and culture, in fact, are inseparable. But the influences upon
human attitudes and actions of the two logically must be distinguished. Man appears
to be no exception to the general rule that important variation in numbers and density
of objects brings about uniformly significant changes in the nature of the objects,
relationships. Variation in size and density of population at least have certain effects
in respect of (i) anonymity, (ii) division of labour, (iii) heterogeneity, induced and
maintained by anonymity and division of labour, (iv) impersonal and formally
prescribed relationships, and (v) symbols of status which are independent of personal
acquaintance.
Culture can increase or decrease the impact of these items but it cannot eradicate
them from the city. Richard Dewey thus correctly pointed out that these five
elements are unavoidable accessories of urbanization and must be taken into
deliberation in understanding it.
But there are some sociologists who still believe that urban ways of life are piercing
into the rural areas and it might be hard to sketch a line between the two. In a village
where the inhabitants walk, talk, dress and otherwise deport themselves like
urbanites, it is difficult to say whether it is a rural or urban community.
In ancient times when cities lived within walls and the gates were closed at night it
was the walls that divided rural from urban. Such an ancient city was like a house for
its inhabitants, or a self-isolated island. With the coming of industrialism, cities
could no longer be preserved within walls. As such the walls were a hassle, access
being more important. Cities turned from building walls to roads. In recent times it is
not basically practicable to draw a line between city and country because of their
mutual interdependence. Scholars, both of urban and rural sociology, are largely in
agreement that rural community that is not under urban influence would be difficult
to locate. On the other hand, there is no urban community without a substantial share
of people of rural origin not yet fully urbanized.
Ruralites who migrate to cities continue to maintain links with their kin in villages.
Social change may have weakened family bonds but primary relations have not
vanished. The prototype of migration is often step by step from village to small
town, to big city and to metropolitan city. It is worth mentioning in this context that
our metropolitan cities have ‘rural pockets’. In other words, the rural penetrates into
the city as the urban penetrates into the country and the city and the villages are not
dichotomous entities but co-terminus units.
The rural-urban continuum can be represented in a diagram as follows:
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The two extremes of the line represent two forms of life on one remote village and
on the other metropolitan life. In this way we can visualize communities as ranging
from the most urban to the least urban. The purely urban and the purely rural would
be abstractions at the opposite poles of the ‘rural-urban dichotomy’. This range
between the extremes is termed by some sociologists as the ‘rural-urban continuum,
generally the villages having most contacts with the city tend to be more urbanized
than those with the least contacts. It would differ with the urbanity of the city and the
rurality of the country.
This wide fluctuation in definitions has three important implications:
i.

Official classifications should be treated with caution—for example, a large
proportion of settlements classed as ‘rural’ in China and India would fall within
the ‘urban’ category, if they used the criteria and population thresholds adopted
by many other countries. Given the size of the population of these two countries,
this would significantly increase the overall proportion of urban residents in
Asia and in the world.

ii.

International comparisons are difficult, as they may look at settlements which,
despite being classed in the same category, may be very different in both
population size and infrastructure. Further, the reliability of data on urbanization
trends within one nation can be compromised by changes in the definition of
urban centres overtime.

iii.

Public investment in services and infrastructure tends to concentrate on the
centres that are defined as urban. As a consequence, investment can bypass
settlements not defined as urban even if these can, and often do, have an
important ‘urban role in the development of the surrounding rural areas. Within
national and regional urban systems, larger cities also tend to be favoured with
public investment over small- and intermediate-sized urban centres, including
those with important roles in supporting agricultural production, processing and
marketing.
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Check Your Progress Exercise 2.1
Note:
I.
Write your answer in the space given below.
II.
Compare your answer with the one given at the end of this unit.
Q.1: Give some positive factors that contribute the overall quality of life in urban centres.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………
Q.2: According to P.A Sorrokin and Zimmerman, what are the factors are responsible for
distinguishing rural from urban communities?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………

2.5








2.6

LETS US SUM UP
Quality of life is one of the central issues to consider in any comparison between
rural versus urban living. While a case can be made for either location as being
the best place to live, it is worthwhile to consider how these two options, rural
versus urban, are similar and different.
Rural-urban continuum is a course of socio-economic interface between the
villages and the towns or cities. Numerous cultural traits are diffused from cities
to the rural areas.
Important factors such as the capacity to make general choices, diversity, health,
and
both rural and urban living offer great benefits, they both have a seemingly
equal number of drawbacks.
Rural and urban areas are generally similar in terms of terms of human
interaction but differ most widely when diversity and choice are issues.
GLOSSARY

Rural: in, relating to or characteristic of the country or the people who live there.
Urban: in, relating, or characteristic of a town or city.
Contrast: it is something is to look for differences among two or more elements, but
compare is to do the opposite, to look for similarities.
Continuum: it is something that keeps on going, changing slowly over time.

20

2.7

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: ANSWER KEYS

Ans to Q1: There are a number of positive factors that contribute the overall quality
of life in urban centres. In urban areas, there are many more choices people can
make about a number of aspects of their daily lives. For instance, in urban areas, one
is more likely to be able to find many different types of food and this could lead to
overall greater health since there could be a greater diversity in diet.
Ans to Q2: P. A. Sorokin and Zimmerman, in 'Principles of Rural-Urban
Sociology’, have stated that the factors distinguishing rural from urban communities
include occupation, size and density of population as well as mobility, differentiation
and stratification.
2.8

MODEL QUESTIONS

A) Long Questions (Answer each question in about 300-500 words)
Q1: Identify the distinction between gemeinschaf (community)and geselschaft
(association).
Q2: Explain MacaIver’s perspective on the rural-urban continuum.
B) Long Questions (Answer each question in about 300-500 words)
Q1: What do you understand by rural- urban contrast?
Q2: What do you understand by rural- urban continuum?
2.9
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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INTRODUCTION

Rural economy of India is so dominant in our country that almost all the activities of
the Indian people bear its stamp. The most important thing about the rural economy
is that it is very large and almost co-terminus with the Indian Economy. This is so
because it is massive in magnitude in many respects, and is related to the ways of the
economy in many ways. Rural India is two-thirds of a country of more than a billion
people, living in 638,365 villages and earn one-third of the national income. It
epitomizes diversity that cuts across geographic conditions to agro-economic,
cultural and social contexts.
3.2

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
 Define the concept of agrarian economy
 Explain the problems in agriculture in rural India
 To study on agriculture sectors
3.3

AGRARIAN ECONOMY: MEANING

Agrarian economy is one of the oldest forms of economies still in existence. It comes
from the word “agrarian” which means agriculture. Agrarian economy has gone
through tremendous transformations. The major purpose behind these developments
is to increase productivity of the agrarian economy. New ideas and technology are
now being incorporated into agriculture. For instance, the genetically modified crops
give higher yield, and cloning, artificial insemination and cross breeding result in
superior quality of livestock that give a higher yield than the local breeds. Despite
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modernization efforts, the agrarian economy has faced stiff competition from other
forms of economies. For instance, many people have shifted from agrarian economy
to industrial economies and other forms of white collar jobs. The bulging population
has increasingly mounted pressure on the agricultural land necessitating different
strategies of livelihoods. Threats of global warming and other climatic changes have
also warranted means of diversification.
It is a fact that the rural economy is composed of many and large variety of
economic activities. The largest component which is the hub of the rural economy is
agriculture. It consists of crop cultivation pertaining to various kinds of cereals,
pulses, oilseeds fruits, vegetables, etc. Together with its allied activities like
livestock which provide milk and milk products, meat and meat products, it
constitutes a major supplier of food and food articles, raw materials and finished
products. Another nature based activity, which broadly forms a separate sector and is
allied to agriculture, is forests. Its major products include industrial wood and fuel
wood of various types used for innumerable purposes and in number of ways.
There are other minor forest produce like bamboos and canes, bidis leaves, lac, etc
also contribute to rural economy. Still another sector of agriculture consists of
fishing, constituted of both inland fish and marine fish. The rural economy also
depends on village/rural industries and they are mostly traditional industries and is
artisan based. The products are quite many and include khadi, leather, etc. There
should be a greater focus on the rural economy if India wants to become a developed
country. An attempt has been made here to look at the various dimensions of the
rural economy and how it is still the mainstay of India and cannot be ignored.

Activity 3.1
Make a list of the component of the rural economy.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………

3.4

PROBLEMS OF AGRICULTURE IN INDIA

A 2003 analysis of India’s agricultural growth from 1970 to 2001 by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation identified systemic problems in Indian agriculture. For
food staples, the annual growth rate in production during the six-year segments
1970-76, 1976–82, 1982–88, 1988–1994, 1994-2000 were found to be respectively
2.5, 2.5, 3.0, 2.6, and 1.8% per annum. Corresponding analyses for the index of total
agricultural production show a similar pattern, with the growth rate for 1994-2000
attaining only 1.5% per annum.
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i)
Infrastructure:
India has very poor rural roads affecting timely supply of inputs and timely transfer
of outputs from Indian farms. Irrigation systems are inadequate, leading to crop
failures in some parts of the country because of lack of water. In other areas regional
floods, poor seed quality and inefficient farming practices, lack of cold storage and
harvest spoilage cause over 30% of farmer's produce going to waste, lack of
organized retail and competing buyers thereby limiting Indian farmer's ability to sell
the surplus and commercial crops. The Indian farmer receives just 10% to 23% of
the price the Indian consumer pays for exactly the same produce, the difference
going to losses, inefficiencies and middlemen. Farmers in developed economies of
Europe and the United States receive 64% to 81%.
ii)
Productivity:
Although India has attained self-sufficiency in food staples, the productivity of its
farms is below that of Brazil, the United States, France and other nations. Indian
wheat farms, for example, produce about a third of the wheat per hectare per year
compared to farms in France. Rice productivity in India was less than half that of
China. Other staples productivity in India is similarly low. Indian total factor
productivity growth remains below 2% per annum; in contrast, China's total factor
productivity growth is about 6% per annum, even though China also has
smallholding farmers. Several studies suggest India could eradicate its hunger and
malnutrition and be a major source of food for the world by achieving productivity
comparable with other countries.
By contrast, Indian farms in some regions post the best yields, for sugarcane, cassava
and tea crops. Crop yields vary significantly between Indian states. Some states
produce two to three times more grain per acre than others. The table compares the
state wide average yields for a few major agricultural crops in India, for 2001-2002.
Crop yields for some farms in India are within 90% of the best achieved yields by
farms in developed countries such as the United States and in European Union. No
single state of India is best in every crop. Tamil Nadu achieved highest yields in rice
and sugarcane, Haryana in wheat and coarse grains, Karnataka in cotton, Bihar in
pulses, while other states do well in horticulture, aquaculture, flower and fruit
plantations. These differences in agricultural productivity are a function of local
infrastructure, soil quality, micro-climates, local resources, farmer knowledge and
innovations.
The Indian food distribution system is highly inefficient. Movement of agricultural
produce is heavily regulated, with inter-state and even inter-district restrictions on
marketing and movement of agricultural goods. One study suggests Indian
agricultural policy should best focus on improving rural infrastructure primarily in
the form of irrigation and flood control infrastructure, knowledge transfer of better
yielding and more disease resistant seeds. Additionally, cold storage, hygienic food
packaging and efficient modern retail to reduce waste can improve output and rural
incomes. The low productivity in India is a result of the following factors:
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The average size of land holdings is very small (less than 2 hectares) and is
subject to fragmentation due to land ceiling acts, and in some cases, family
disputes. Such small holdings are often over-manned, resulting in disguised
unemployment and low productivity of labour. Some reports claim smallholders
farming may not because of poor productivity, since the productivity is higher in
China and many developing economies even though China’s smallholder farmers
constitute over 97% of its farming population. A Chinese smallholder farmer is
able to rent his land to larger farmers, China's organised retail and extensive
Chinese highways are able to provide the incentive and infrastructure necessary
to its farmers for sharp increases in farm productivity.



Adoption of modern agricultural practices and use of technology is inadequate,
hampered by ignorance of such practices, high costs and impracticality in the
case of small land holdings.



According to the World Bank, Indian branch's Priorities for Agriculture and
Rural Development, India's large agricultural subsidies are hampering
productivity-enhancing investment. Overregulation of agriculture has increased
costs, price risks and uncertainty. Government intervenes in labour, land, and
credit markets. India has inadequate infrastructure and services. The World Bank
also says that the allocation of water is inefficient, unsustainable and inequitable.
The irrigation infrastructure is deteriorating. The overuse of water is being
covered by over-pumping aquifers, but as these are falling by one foot of
groundwater each year, this is a limited resource. The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change released a report that food security may be a big problem in
the region post 2030.



Illiteracy, general socio-economic backwardness, slow progress in implementing
land reforms and inadequate or inefficient finance and marketing services for
farm produce.



Irrigation facilities are inadequate, as revealed by the fact that only 52.6% of the
land was irrigated in 2003–04, which result in farmers still being dependent on
rainfall, specifically the monsoon season. A good monsoon results in a robust
growth for the economy, while a poor monsoon leads to a sluggish growth. Farm
credit is regulated by NABARD, which is the statutory apex agent for rural
development in the subcontinent. At the same time, over-pumping made possible
by subsidised electric power is leading to an alarming drop in aquifer levels.



A third of all food that is produced rots due to inefficient supply chains to
improve efficiency is blocked by laws against foreign investment in the retail
sector.
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iii)
Farmer suicides:
In 2012, the National Crime Records Bureau of India reported 13,754 farmer
suicides. Farmer suicides account for 11.2% of all suicides in India. Activists and
scholars have offered a number of conflicting reasons for farmer suicides, such as
monsoon failure, high debt burdens, genetically modified crops, government
policies, public mental health, personal issues and family problems. This section will
be focusing on the following components of rural economy in order to understand its
contribution towards the development of Indian economy.
3.5

AGRICULTURE SECTOR

Rural economy has traditionally been associated with agriculture. India is primarily
an agrarian society with two third of its population living in rural areas. Agriculture
and related activities are the main source of livelihood for them. The performance of
agriculture sector, therefore, plays a vital role in the economic growth of our country.
But over the years, there is a significant decrease in the contribution of agriculture to
the national economy – from a high of around 55% of GDP at the time of
Independence to around 22% at present. The relationship between rural communities
and agriculture is in transition – from a situation where agriculture was the major
driving force – to a new state where increasingly non-agricultural factors influence
the nature of rural economy. Still the overall growth of the Indian economy has
depended much on the performance of agriculture because it is one of the sectors that
provide employment to about 65 %of the total population. With a share of 2.7% of
the world agricultural production, India is ranked sixth in the world. Agriculture is a
principal contributor to India’s economic output, with an output of Rs 2925 billion
(US$ 61 bn) in 2002, accounting for nearly 25% of GDP (at constant prices basis
1993-94) India is among the top five producers in the world of rice, wheat,
groundnuts, coffee, tobacco, spices, sugar, tea, jute, cotton, oilseeds, fruits and
vegetables.
India also produces a wide range of fruits and vegetables, and is the largest fruits
producer (30 mn tonnes) and the second largest vegetable producer in the world (85
mn tonnes) - potato (23 mn tonnes) being the principal vegetable. From a nation
dependent on food imports to feed its population, India today is not only selfsufficient in grain production but also has a substantial reserve. The progress made
by agriculture in the last four decades has been one of the biggest success stories of
free India. This increase in agricultural production has been brought about by
bringing additional area under cultivation, extension of irrigation facilities, the use of
improved high-yielding variety of seeds, better techniques evolved through
agricultural research, water management, and plant protection through judicious use
of fertilizers, pesticides and cropping practices.
The farm sector plays a very vital role in the fostering growth to the Indian economy.
Not only it provides employment to 65% of the Indian population either directly or
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indirectly but also subsequently contributes to the growth in the nonfarm sector since
the income earn by the people in rural areas through the farm sector is spent on
purchasing various commodities of essential and comfort nature. Thus the
relationship between agricultural income and economic growth is almost direct.
i)
Fertilizer industry
The Industry had a very humble beginning in 1906, when the first manufacturing
unit of Single Super Phosphate (SSP) was set up in Ranipet near Chennai with an
annual capacity of 6000 MT. The Fertilizers & Chemicals Travancore of India Ltd.
(FACT) at Cochin in Kerala and the Fertilizers Corporation of India (FCI) in Sindri
in Bihar (Now Jharkhand) were the first large sized-fertilizer plants set up in the
forties and fifties with a view to establish an industrial base to achieve selfsufficiency in food grains. Subsequently, green revolution in the late sixties gave an
impetus to the growth of Fertilizer industry in India. The seventies and eighties then
witnessed significant additions to the fertilizer production capacity. The installed
capacity as on 28.02.2003 has reached a level of 12.11 million MT of nitrogen
(inclusive of an installed capacity of 20.84 million MT of urea after reassessment of
capacity) and 5.36 million MT of phosphatic nutrient, making India the 3rd largest
fertilizer producer in the world. Presently, there are 57 large sized fertilizer plants in
the country manufacturing a wide range of nitrogenous, phosphatic and complex
fertilizers. Out of these, 29 units produce urea, 20 units produce DAP and complex
fertilizers, 13 plants manufacture Ammonium Sulphate (AS), Calcium Ammonium
Nitrate (CAN) and other low analysis nitrogenous fertilizers. Besides, there are about
64 medium and small-scale units in operation producing SSP.
ii)
Seed Industry
Seed industry in India has been making great strides since independence. The
government through policy initiatives helped the development and growth of the
nascent industry. As a result quality seed production which was just 0.18 million
quintals in 1953-54 has risen to 5.3 million quintals in 1992-92. Although the growth
seems impressive, quality seed production has been far below the requirement for
most of the crops. In 2002-03, production of certified seeds was 930,000 MT, most
of it from government-owned enterprises. The Indian seeds market is one of the
biggest in the world, with a turnover of around Rs 25 billion, not considering the
notional value of seeds that government distributes free of cost to marginal farmers
as part of its agricultural support policy. The market is expected to grow to 2.7
million tonnes and Rs 235 billion by 2010, representing a compounded growth of 6%
in volume terms but more than 14% in value terms due to the increasing market
share of proprietary hybrids and biotechnologically engineered seeds. The preference
for hybrid seeds over conventional seeds cuts across farmers with holdings of all
sizes.
iii)
Pesticide industry:
India produces 90,000 metric tonnes of pesticides a year. India’s pesticide industry is
the largest in Asia and the twelfth largest in the world with a value of US$ 0.6
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billion, which is 1.6 percent of the global market pie. With over 60% of the country’s
population dependent on agriculture, the country’s economy depends on the
agricultural sector to a substantial extent. From a modest beginning in 1947, when
DDT was first used for malaria control, pesticide consumption in India has grown to
a total market size of over Rs. 45000 million in FY 03. However, per hectare
consumption of pesticides in India is very low at 0.55 Kilograms when compared to
developed countries. India is the 13th largest exporter of pesticides and disinfectants
in the world. India's agri-input market is estimated at over Rs. 45,000 crores,
including the tractors business. India's low consumption of high-yield seeds,
fertilizers, and pesticides in comparison with other countries indicates a huge
potential for market growth.
Check Your Progress Exercise 3.1
Note:
I.
Write your answer in the space given below.
II.
Compare your answer with the one given at the end of this unit.
Fill in the blank with appropriate words.
1. ……………….state achieved highest yields in rice and sugarcane.
2. Farm credit is regulated by…………………….. .
3. India produces ……………… metric tonnes of pesticides a year.
4. Full form of FACT……………………………………….

3.6








LET US SUM UP
Rural economy of India is so dominant a fact of the country that almost all the
activities of the Indian people bear its stamp.
The most important thing about the rural economy is that it is very large, almost
co-terminus with the Indian Economy.
Agrarian economy is one of the oldest forms of economies still in existence. It
comes from the word “agrarian” which means agriculture.
Agrarian economy has gone through tremendous transformations. The major
purpose behind these developments is to increase productivity of the agrarian
economy. New ideas and technology are now being incorporated into
agriculture.
A 2003 analysis of India’s agricultural growth from 1970 to 2001 by the Food
and Agriculture Organisation identified systemic problems in Indian agriculture.
The Indian food distribution system is highly inefficient. Movement of
agricultural produce is heavily regulated, with inter-state and even inter-district
restrictions on marketing and movement of agricultural goods.
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3.7

GLOSSARY

Agrarian Economy: An agrarian economy is a type of economy that relies primarily
on agricultural industry including livestock farming or crop production. It is a form
of economy whose major factor of production is the agricultural land.
Livelihood: A person's livelihood refers to their "means of securing the basic
necessities food, water, shelter and clothing- of life".
Cottage Industry: A cottage industry is a small-scale industry often operated out of
a home, rather than out of a factory.
3.8

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: ANSWER KEYS

Ans to Q1: Tamilnadu state achieved highest yields in rice and sugarcane.
Ans to Q2: Farm credit is regulated by NABARD.
Ans to Q3: India produces 90,000 metric tonnes of pesticides a year.
Ans to Q4: Full form of FACT is Fertilizers & Chemicals Travancore of India Ltd
3.9

MODEL QUESTIONS

A) Short Questions (Answer each question in about 150 words)
Q1: What is agrarian economy?
Q2: What are the factors are responsible for the low productivity in India?
Q3: What is the role of farm sector in the fostering growth of the Indian
economy?
B) Long Questions (Answer each question in about 300-500 words)
Q1: Write the problems of agriculture in India.
Q2: Role of agriculture sector in India.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After go through this unit, you will be able to –
 Understand the meaning and concept of dominant caste
 Explain the characteristic of dominant caste
 Discuss about the emerging class structure in rural India

4.2

INTRODUCTION

In this Unit, you will learn about dominant caste: Its meaning, concept, importance
and characteristic in the society .The term dominant caste is used to refer to a caste
which yields economic or political power and occupies a fairly high position in the
hierarchy.
4.3

DOMINANT CASTE: MEANING AND CONCEPT

The concept of ‘dominant caste’ was propounded by M.N. Srinivas. It was for the
first time appeared in his essay on “The social system of a Mysore village”. While
constructing the concept, perhaps Srinivas was unconsciously influenced by African
studies on the dominant clan and dominant lineage. Srinivas developed the concept
in his study of Rampura village which is a little away from Mysore city in Karnataka
state. Srinivas, in fact, wanted to give a comprehensive study of Rampura. To write
down the details of the village Srinivas had gone to Stanford for writing down a
monograph on Rampura. But there “by a strange quirk of fate all the three copies of
my fieldwork notes, processed over a period of eighteen years” were destroyed when
a fire took place in his Stanford office. Everything was destroyed for Srinivas.
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Whatever he remembered about Rampura, later on came in the form of The Remembered Village (1976). The definition of ‘dominant caste’ has undergone some
change over a period of time.
The traditional forms of dominance have not entirely disappeared and neither has
dominance shifted fully to the numerically strongest caste, there is no doubt,
however, that there is a shift and this traditional phase is marked by inter-group
tensions. But what is significant from our point of view is that in many parts of India
there are castes which are decisively dominant.
It was in 1962 that M.N. Srinivas specified the following three characteristics of
a dominant caste:
1. A caste dominates when it wields economic and political power.
2. It has a high rank in caste hierarchy.
3. Numerical strength.
The earlier definition of dominant caste was reviewed by writers of several village
studies. Srinivas also looked into the field and the comments made by the others.
In 1966, he reviewed his earlier definition which runs below:
For a caste to be dominant, it should own a sizable amount of the land locally
available, have strength of numbers, and occupy a high place in the local hierarchy.
When a caste has all the attributes of dominance, it may be said to enjoy a decisive
dominance.
Activity 4.1
Q1. Explain briefly about caste in your own words.
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
............................
........................................................................................................................................
..............
Q2. The concept of ‘dominant caste’ was propounded by whom?
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
............................
4.4

CHARACTERISTICS OF DOMINANT CASTE

On the basis of the definitions of dominant caste given by Srinivas and the comments
offered by other sociologists, a construct could be made which includes the ideal
type of dominant caste.
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1. Economic and political power:
The power of a particular caste lies in the owning of land. The caste which has larger
portion of the land in the village wields greater power. First, his agricultural income
increases. The size of the land is also related to irrigation. In case of larger
landowning and adequate irrigation facilities, naturally the wields of the caste man
increase. Second, the larger landowning caste also provides jobs to the landless
farmers and marginal farmers. Such a situation renders the super-ordinated landless
labourers as the ‘servants’ of the large landowning caste. These castes also apply
modern techniques of agriculture such as chemical manure, improved implements
and new patterns of crop-ping.
2. High rank in caste hierarchy:
Normally, the caste which is traditionally higher in the caste hierarchy enjoys the
status of dominance. The Brahmins and the Rajputs have traditionally been dominant
in the villages. The Brahmins have at the top of the caste hierarchy and they officiate
at the religious festivals and rituals of the village. The Rajputs have been the feudal
thakurs in the village. They have traditionally occupied larger portions of the village
land. The economic and political power, thus, in the village has given the dominant
status to the Brahmins and Rajputs. Recently, the criterion, namely, economic and
political power, has undergone a change. The reservations made for scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes and women have given a new attribute to the concept of
dominant caste.
3. Numerical strength:
Before the advent of modernisation and development, numerical strength did not
have any strength of the dominance of a caste. Recently, numerical strength of a
caste, assumes importance because of the vote bank created by adult suffrage. The
castes which have larger number of voters, naturally, determine the fate of candidate
contest-ing elections. What is called these days as caste-war is actually the
importance of a caste to determine the fate of a candidate.
4. A sizeable amount of the arable land:
Normally, in India’s villages, smaller number of big landowners occupy larger
portion of land. In other words, the caste which has larger portion of village land
wields power. The big landowners, thus, are patrons of the bulk of the poor villagers.
In villages, those castes which have larger portion of land enjoy power and prestige.
Srinivas says that landownership is a crucial factor in establishing dominance. He
observes:
Landownership confers not only power but prestige, so much so that,
individuals who have made good in any walk of life tend to invest in land. If
landownership is not always an indispensable passport to high rank, it
certainly facilitates upward mobility.
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Check your Progress 4.1
Note:
I.
Write your answer in the space given below.
II.
Compare your answer with the one given at the end of this unit.
Q1. What is dominant caste?
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
..........................................
Q2. In which book MN Srinivas described about dominant caste?
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................
..........................................

4.5 EMERGING CLASS STRUCTURE IN RURAL INDIA
Social classes also called class, a group of people within a society who possess the
same socioeconomic status. Besides being important in social theory, the concept of
class as a collection of individuals sharing similar economic circumstances has been
widely used in censuses and in studies of social mobility. According to Giddens
(2000), "a class is a large-scale grouping of people who share common economic
resources, which strongly influence the type of lifestyle they are able to lead".
Ogburn and Nimkoff define Class as the aggregate of persons having essentially the
same social status in a given society." i.e. a class-consciousness. Thus Class, in
simple words, refers to a group of persons sharing a similar status in society. The
basis of class is economy and hence it is an economic group. People having similar
economic conditions are considered to be of the same class group. When we talk of
class in Sociology, we mostly refer to a group of people occupying similar position
in the economic system of production and having similar economic resources.
Each Social Class has its own lifestyle when we talk of Class, what often comes to
our mind is the Class system that exists in industrial societies. However, classes exist
in Indian Society as well even though it is primarily an agrarian society. Though
Caste is the key basis of social stratification and a very important component of rural
social structure, yet we must also understand that rural social structure also has a
class structure. Let us now try to understand how various thinkers discussed the class
structure of rural society.
(A) Daniel Thorner classified Indian agrarian society into three classes- big
Proprietors, Working peasants, and labourers orwhom Thorner named Malik, Kisan
and Mazdur. According to Thorner, the types and the nature of classes that exist in
the agrarian society of India depends upon three key aspects. They are-
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1)
2)
3)

Nature or the form of income from the soil- Is it rent; is it fruit of
cultivation or Is it payment for labour
The type of rights an individual enjoy over a particular plot of land and
the amount of land held under these rights
Whether the extent of fieldwork required is performed by an individual
himself or does he hire others to do it for him?

Thorner argues that though agrarian classes vary from society to society, yet Maliks,
Kisans and Mazdurs are common to every Indian agrarian society. He distinguished
these three classes on the basis of the amount of actual labour contributed by these
classes to the production process and the share in the product.
 According to him, Maliks are that class of people whose main source of income
is generated from their property rights in the soil. They might also have other
sources of income, but since they are owners of huge plots of land, major part of
their family income comes from the land. Further, these people hardly work on
their own land; rather they hire labourers to work for them.


The second type of class according to Thorner is the Kisans or the working
peasants. They also own land but much lesser in comparison to the Maliks. They
work on their own land, instead of hiring labours and earn their livelihood
through this. In some cases, unlike the Maliks, the income generated by the
Kisans by working in their own land may not be sufficient to meet the family
expenses and therefore may have to work for others as well. However, even in
that case, the income a Kisan receives from his own agricultural holdings is more
than the income he earns from other sources like working in others fields as
labourers so on and so forth and that differentiates him from a Mazdur.



The Third class identified by him, is the Labourers or Mazdurs. They are the
ones whose means of livelihood is working in the lands of other people. This
class may have land holdings of their own, but the size of their land holding very
small. Therefore, the income they earn as wages by working for others is much
more than the income they derive by working in their own plot of land.

Thorner also tried to identify the caste status of these classes; so as to analyse the
caste-class relationship in Indian Agrarian Society. Maliks, who, according to him,
are at the top of the class hierarchy comprise of a small group of people usually
belonging to the Brahmans and other higher castes. Their lifestyle is very different
from that of the Kisans and the Mazdurs. They own all the luxuries, which can
hardly be afforded that is beyond by the Kisans or the Mazdurs. Unlike the Maliks,
Kisans belong to the cultivating and the artisan castes and Mazdurs mostly belong to
the Scheduled Castes.
From Daniel Thorner's analysis of the agrarian class structure in India, we
understand how caste and class co-exist in agrarian societies and how one's caste
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status influences his/her class status in society. The upper caste people belong to the
upper class too and enjoy the services of the others. While the Lower class, usually
belong to the lower caste and provide services to the upper caste/class people.
(B) D.N Dhanagare in his essay on ‘The Model of Agrarian Classes in India’
discusses the class structure of the Indian agrarian society. According to him, Indian
society being a heterogeneous one, it is difficult to find one general class structure
that can incorporate all the diverse classes' that exist in Indian Society. But he too
pointed to the nexus between caste and class operating in the Indian Society and how
upper class mostly comprised of people belonging to the upper castes. He cited
various examples of upper caste people owning huge plots of land and lower caste
people working as labourers in other's land. Thus, his analysis highlighted that one's
caste position determines or influences ones class position as well. However
according to him there are exceptions to this also. Not all Upper class people belong
to the upper caste and vice-versa. While some members of an upper caste may be
economically affluent owning huge amount of land, some others of the same caste
may farm labourers.
4.6









4.7

LET US SUM UP
The concept of ‘dominant caste’ was propounded by M.N. Srinivas. It was for
the first time appeared in his essay on “The social system of a Mysore village”.
Srinivas developed the concept in his study of Rampura village which is a little
away from Mysore city in Karnataka state. Srinivas, in fact, wanted to give a
comprehensive study of Rampura.
A caste dominates when it wields economic and political power. It has a high
rank in caste hierarchy and numerical strength.
"A class is a large-scale grouping of people who share common economic
resources, which strongly influence the type of lifestyle they are able to lead".
Daniel Thorner classified Indian agrarian society into three classes- big
Proprietors, Working peasants, and labourers or whom Thorner named Malik,
Kisan and Mazdur.
D.N Dhanagare in his essay on ‘The Model of Agrarian Classes in India’
discusses the class structure of the Indian agrarian society.

GLOSSARY

Dominant caste: it refer to the caste in the village which is numerically strong and
also wields the greatest economic and political power
Power: Possession of control, authority or influence over others
Hierarchy: A system in which members of an organization or society are ranked
according to relative status or authority.
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Class: A group of people within a society who possess the same socioeconomic
status.
4.8

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

Ans to Q1: Dominant caste refers to the caste in the village which is numerically
strong and also wields the greatest economic and political power.
Ans to Q2: In “The social system of a Mysore village” book MN Srinivas described
about dominant caste
4.9

MODEL QUESTION

Long Questions (Answer each question in about 300-500 words)
Q1. What is Dominant caste and discuss its characteristics?
Q2. Explain Daniel Thorner’s perspective on the class?
Q3. Explain the emerging class structure in rural India?
4.9
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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