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UNIT-1: Origin and History of Development Journalism
1.0 Unit Structure
1.1 Learning Objectives
1.2 Development News
1.3 Development Journalism
1.3.1 Overview of Development Journalism
1.4 Origin and History of Development Journalism
1.4.1 The Dominant Paradigm of Development
1.4.2 Various Approaches of Development Communication.
1.5 Check Your Progress

1.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
The chapter begins with a brief introduction on
1. What is development news and proceeds to discuss the origin and growth
of development journalism in India.
2. It also talks about the various approaches in development journalism.
3. The unit also discusses about the various perspectives of development
journalism and the practices involved in development journalism in India.
4. It also discusses about the problems of development reporting and also its
challenges.
1.2 DEVELOPMENT NEWS
Development journalism is about news that evaluates and criticises the development
plans that are put forth by the government. They also analyse the process of
development, the projects and plans involved in the process of development and also
the possible problems or short comings of the project for development. Such an
analysis and comparison between the actual plan initiated for development and the
original output of the programme is necessary because it helps in understanding
whether the development plan has actually worked. The development journalism
articles should also include the comparison of the projects and its outcomes with
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other countries and regions too. It must also provide background information about
the development process; discuss the impact of plans, policies, projects and problems,
issues on people and speculate about the future of development. The development
needs of the people is not the same in every country, it varies from place to place,
country to country and region to region. This is because of the variation in the
geographical areas which makes the primary demand of the people different from
place to place; these needs include food, house, employment and other needs like
electricity, transportation facility etc. Their needs also include other parameters such
as the human dignity of an individual, their social acceptance and recognition.
Scholars like Stevenson (1994). Hachten (1996) and Righter (1979) viewed
development journalism as advocacy journalism or propaganda journalism. These
scholars felt that development journalism and reporters working for it are prone to be
misused by the government because these development journalists have to depend on
the government officials for data on development projects. So there are lot of chance
that these politicians or government officials may give them false data with an
intention to gain popularity over the masses, especially in the rural regions. But it has
to be understood that the development journalism is different from propaganda
journalism. Aggrawal suggested that development journalism is all about reporting
development in a society which makes way for urban people or elite society to
connect with the rural group or mass. The goals of development journalism must be
to empower the people and provide them an equal platform, democratic rights,
encourage social responsibility, give knowledge about environment and make the
readers ecologically sensitive, at the same time feeding the correct knowledge about
human rights and dignity.
All these varied definitions by eminent scholars and people in the field of
development communication sum up that development communication is for national
development. It aims at mobilising people. Any news on development journalism
helps in the improvement and development of the nation. It acts as a catalyst to
further the development process. The duty of development journalist is to analyse
facts and interpret them as they are - objectively and truthfully. It is also the duty of
the journalist to present facts in a way that is easily understood by the public. Good
journalism in the field of development communication depends on critically
evaluating facts and presenting them in a way that can be easily understood by the
readers.
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1.3 DEVELOPMENT JOURNALISM
The concept of development has no clear definition in this era of globalization. With
so much advancement happening day by day, we can see that it is almost impossible
to have a universal definition of development. Scholars in the field of development
have defined development journalism in different ways, as per their understanding
and experience. Vilaniam in 1975 has defined journalism as something that handles
the process of developing a nation. According to him anything that spoke about
development comes under development news. Hence he defines development news as
everything that relates to administrative reforms, development in food production,
news about agricultural development, articles about increase in the economy of the
country, news on education and employment, news about family planning, health,
hygiene and medicine, information about development schemes in both urban and
rural regions, news on infrastructure development and national integration, news on
social reformation and advancements in science and technology, news on
telecommunication, mass communication and transport development etc.
When we look at development journalism in the Indian context, there were many
indicators added to it. For example, the environmental and ecological news, foreign
news and features, news on globalization and international markets, news about
culture and tradition in a country, information on trade and share markets, news about
sports such as cricket, foot ball, and other games, and special human interest stories
come under the purview of development journalism. Apart from this it also focuses
on core issues which hinder development process like discrimination in the name of
caste, crime against women and children, social marginalisation and other similar
issues. The notion of gender empowerment is closely related to development.
Although it is customary to consider the economic and political aspects of
development, roughly from 1990, there has been a shift towards a more
comprehensive definition of development, culminating in the notion of human
development. Human development is a process of enlarging people‟s choices. In
principle, these choices can be infinite and change over time. But at all levels of
development the three essential areas are for people to lead a long and healthy life, to
acquire knowledge and to have access to resources, for a decent standard of living. If
these choices are not available then many other opportunities remain unavailable or
inaccessible to the rural population. When they are devoid of even the basic needs to
survive, the question of development remains unanswered. The Human Development
Index is a composite index that measures human development. It measures longevity
by life expectancy, knowledge by examining adult literacy and mean years of
schooling and the standard of living by purchasing power based on real gross
domestic product per capita adjusted for the cost of living. This broader definition of
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development, which includes various aspects of human development and the security
among people that comes from it, is important in the present era of globalisation. One
of the major aims of human development is to determine the nature of development
that evolves from various policies and whether or not human beings feel secure in
their work, place of living, health and education. The underlying aim is to empower
human beings, create lot of opportunities so that there is no unemployment, for them
to participate in interstate cooperation, and create a global climate more conducive to
a people centred world order.
Development journalism helps in bringing out the other side of the issue. It gives a
different perspective to the central point of any issue. Experts in the field of
development communication have said that a good journalist should report the news
about development after critically evaluating it. A journalist must know the different
schemes planned for development and the extent to which they have been executed.
He or she must also have knowledge on how much the people have been benefited
and whether it corresponds to the reports and claims made by the government. It is
believed that development journalism is all about reporting the development process
rather than reporting events. So the focus of development journalism is long term.
Where what happens on a particular day is less important than the impact it creates
over time. Looking from this perspective there is not much difference between
regular news coverage and development news coverage. Only difference is that the
development journalism is more slanted towards examining the result or impact of the
steps taken by government. It examines critically the reports of the steps taken for
development and finds the impact with the available data. The usage of data and its
interpretation is an important task as development is measured only from these data.
Hence it is of crucial importance to give a clear interpretation of data as they are
directly associated with development even at the grassroots level. Development
journalism is mainly for the marginalised segment of the society. Hence the
information that is shared through development journalism should voice out their
concerns. The main sources of information in development journalism are the people
in the rural regions, the marginalised section of the society and the landless farmers.
Information is related only to development activities rather than sound bites or video
leaks from the elite group of the society. The role and importance of development
journalism was stressed in the second press commission of India in 1982. It said that
the development communication should inform what is going wrong in a society. The
press must be a watch dog and analyse the situation by doing careful investigation. It
must understand the pros and cons of any development project and report objectively.
Development journalism was segmented into health, education, literacy,
communication, environment, ecology, child care, national integration and many
more. It is also about population control and effective usage of existing resources.
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Page 4

1.3.1 Overview of Development Journalism
Development journalism has its origin traced back to post Second World War when
development communication started taking its roots in the developing countries of
Asia, Latin America and Africa. It is the systematic use of communication for
national development. In the beginning of the twentieth century media played a
crucial role in the process of development. It helped the people in the rural region to
know and understand their environment better. Development journalism is explained
in the following ways. They are:


Laying emphasis on the general education / information function of news.
This can be done by either giving information to the public or by creating
awareness about the development concerns and highlight on their
implications.



By creating news stories to make people understand their social needs and
make them aware of the governmental schemes for development. This can
help in making the government take necessary steps for action.



By giving information about the self help groups and local projects the
development news could encourage similar activities in other rural regions. It
can stimulate growth in the non agricultural sectors too.



Development journalism should render news stories for tacking issues of
national concern like corruption, unemployment and eradication of poverty
etc.

There are numerous literatures available in the context of development journalism
directed towards development of a particular rural area. One such form is the
investigative journalism followed in the western style where reporting in done to keep
a close watch on the government about its development projects and also to present
true facts to the public. Thus the government will also be aware that it is being
watched and act efficiently rather than providing false data.
For efficient development journalism, freedom of press is very essential. It is also
known as benevolent authoritarianism, where development is spoken in the
intellectual context. This type of journalism is common in china. This type of
journalism addresses to the needs of the people in the society and encourages
participatory communication. It motivates people to take part in the process of
development and to safeguard the interest of the people. For the successful
functioning of the development journalism a healthy atmosphere between the
government, people and journalist is needed, where the journalist play a crucial role
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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in informing the pros and cons of the development projects initiated by the
government. The press must have full freedom and talk about the problems of the
people with a motive of finding solution to the problem. The best way to do this is to
bring into light the success stories of the people which can act as role model for the
people to overcome hurdles in life and emerge successfully.
In most of the developing countries, the data on development policies, their success
or failure etc are given only by the government to the journalists. There are many
chances that the data can be false because the government can give false data so that
they do not lose their popularity. Hence critics argue that the development journalism
in developing nations is a kind of disguised news which gives publicity for political
personalities. This argument was prevalent in many Asian countries. It is often
criticised as giving free publicity for the government projects. Hence to maintain
objectivity in development journalism, the journalists should not be biased in
reporting and must criticise the pros and cons of a project. People in a region must
know about the positive and the negative outcomes of the development project. Since
journalism is a social institution it is accountable to the society and is expected to
perform its democratic duty. It is also addressed as the fourth pillar of democracy. In
this context it is also necessary that the press encourages and promotes the schemes of
development of the government. By this way they can also promote the development
of a country worldwide and also maintain a healthy relationship between the people
and the government.
Keeping all the arguments in mind, a manual for development journalism and
reporting was given to the news agency reporters by the Indian Institute of Mass
Communication.
They are as follows:
1. Creating a sense of involvement.
2. To create awareness and realization that the future relies on the present.
3. Development is the result of one‟s own hard work and does not come easily or
for free from other developed nations.
4. Development reporting must relate itself with the people of the society and
must help them understand the importance of their future.
5. It must motivate them and make them realise that their future is dependent on
them.
6. It must describe the process of backbone building.
7. It must talk about development of the ongoing projects.
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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8. It must describe the process of change and development in a society. It has to
orient the people on modernization, new discoveries and new products.
9. It must describe the terms and conditions of development.
10. It must give out success stories of people who have adopted new technologies
and tried new methods and succeeded in helping the society.
11. It must avoid sensationalising and creating anxiety among the people like
reporting a calamity or any other sensitive event.
12. It does not have to be immediate like other reports which are time bound.
13. It has to be effective and requires good research and investigative skills on the
part of the journalist apart from having a firm grasp of trends in economic
thought, planning and development.
Given above are the points mentioned in the manual of development reporting by
Indian Institute of Mass Communication.
The objectives of a good development communication:
The objectives of development communication are put forth by Forsythe. He defines
that:
1. Development journalism has a basic purpose. The purpose is to inform, to
educate and to entertain the public.
2. Development journalism has a basic objective which is to investigate, analyse,
and interpret and to commit oneself to development.
3. It must give accurate information on development that facilitates the process
of development itself.
4. Development journalism must work for mutual understanding of the leaders
with their people by carrying the schemes and policies of development by the
government and relaying people‟s need and aspirations to the government.
5. It has to motivate people and policy towards the real need of the society. It
must also encourage participatory environment where people work for
development
6. It must encourage a healthy atmosphere between people encouraging
productive attitudes like cooperation, long term national efforts, advancements
in agricultural production, healthy and hygienic practices, acceptance of new
innovations etc.
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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7. It must foster national development and help build a common goal of
enriching knowledge and ideas that are favourable to the growth of the nation.
From the above stated objectives we can understand that the basic idea of
development journalism us to make a positive contribution to the process of national
development. The press must be ensured press freedom with no restriction. At the
same time the freedom of the press must also have some responsibility and restriction
to conflict. It must contribute to the growth of the nation with its freedom and
development needs of the society. It must also promote national autonomy by
prioritising information related to national, cultural and language issues. It must
promote peace and economic growth in a country.
1.4 ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT JOURNALISM
There is no single parameter which can define or measure development, because
the idea of development varies from one state to another within a nation, and even
from one district to another within a state. Each country has different
development needs. True development is achieved by identifying the deeds of the
society and fulfilling them. The people of the country should be aware of their
needs and must also be self reliant. By development communication we mean the
systematic usage of communication for the development of the nation. It is
oriented towards development in various sectors like agriculture, industrial
growth, small scale industries, cottage industries etc in both urban and rural areas.
Hence any concept of development that is achieved through communication
comes under the topic of development journalism. The concept of using
communication for development was first put forth in the early 1960s when
communication was used as the most important persuading tool in developing
countries like India. In the early days of development communication, news
reports connected to economic reporting were often referred to as development
journalism. This was mainly because increase in economy was directly related to
development. In the 1970s, the power of communication to persuade and bring in
change was felt. There was trust in the commitment of the journalists as they
promoted the process of development of a country by highlighting the ideologies
and agenda of the state.
Development journalism is not only about presenting what has happened in the
country towards development. Allan Chalkley says that development
communication gives us a critical view about the development projects that were
put forth by the government. It also gives an idea of whether the projects
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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launched by the government are really successful. Apart from giving information
development journalism should throw light on the problems of the society to the
readers. The participatory development approach is acknowledged in
development journalism, through the people‟s participation. People are
encouraged to take part in the process of development right from planning and
shaping the project.
For the people to believe in media the first condition is the credible nature of the
media. The credibility can be achieved by voicing out the needs of the people and
by accurate reporting without any bias or influence to external sources. It should
bring out the socio economic conditions of the society. It is commonly believed
that development process can be easily influenced by journalists by just reporting
the process of development or development activities. Actually it is the duty of
the journalists to examine the relevance of data of any development programme
and report in an objective manner. He must project the difference between a
planned scheme and its actual implications. He must report on the impact the
schemes had on its people in both positive way and negative way. The journalist
must give out information for concepts of development. Scholars from the
developed countries became so interested in the development of the developing
countries only during the second half of the twentieth century.
The third world nations are those whose economic and gross national product and
per capita income fall below the standard set by the industrialised nations. There
is also another notion which suggests that the third world nations have decided to
remain backward by not joining with the modernists as they are not comfortable
with the western or modern ideology. This made the work of many academicians
and policy makers engage in work that caters towards building the nation. Hence
all the communication research practices that are targeted towards nation building
came to be known under the banner of development communication. It is defined
as the art and science of human communication that helps in rapid transformation
of a nation from poverty to a dynamic state of economic growth. It caters towards
equality in the society and larger fulfilment of human potential.
1.4.1 The Dominant Paradigm of Development
We have read that the research and communication ideas of eminent scholars have
formed the foundation of development discourse. Among the various scholars, Daniel
Lemer and Wilbur Schramm were instrumental in assessing the influence of mass
media in the process of development. They had a firm belief that the rise in
urbanization and growth in literacy rates are a necessary component of modernisation
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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which can help media to penetrate the society which in turn can lead to more
development in the economic and social well being. Hence they firmly believed that
increase in the usage of mass media by the audience or the society will help in
increasing the chances of development of a society irrespective of whether it is urban
or rural.
This approach of placing too much importance on media in the process of
development came to be known as the dominant paradigm of development. Poverty
was known as under development in this dominant paradigm of development. It was
thought that the only way to come out of this poverty and under development is to
follow the western model of development. In such a scenario, mass media was
considered to be the only magic way possible which can foster development. It was
believed that the mass media can do this by giving out powerful persuading message
that enables the society to take big strides towards westernization and western
thoughts. Mass media was believed to be the transmitter of information from the
governing body to the people of the society or nation at large.
Like any other theories, in the 1970‟s the dominant paradigm of development was
subject to many criticisms by many researchers. It was felt by many researchers that
the role of media in the process of development is only indirect as it has only
contributed to transmission of news. There are other major sources which have
directly contributed to the under development of nations. It was analysed that many
factors like traditionalism, poverty, illiteracy and over population, lack of basic
amenities including drinking water and food, lack of health and hygienic living
conditions, lack of good transport and good infrastructure have kept a country under
developed. When so many key factors have contributed to the under development of a
country, it was felt that the usage or exposure to mass media alone cannot bring in
development to a society. Even for mass media to reach a under developed society
infrastructure was needed. The structural theorists considered the role of mass media
for social good. The general aim of the structural theories is to create development in
a form that can be adapted exclusively by the third world nations on the basis of
cultural autonomy and political concurrence. There are a few key elements which are
needed for the new paradigm of development. They are as follows:
1. Equality in the distribution of development investments, information and the
socio economic benefits focusing on weaker sections of the population like
the landless farmers, women and children, racial and ethnic minority groups.
2. Popular participation and knowledge sharing and empowerment to facilitate
self development efforts by individuals, groups and communities.
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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3. Developing the concept of self reliance where the individual or the region
need not depend on other regions for their needs. The concept of self reliance
and independence in development process was considered as the key concept
of success both at the regional and the national level. It was felt that every
village and in fact every nation should follow this principle of self reliance
and should develop in its own way. Each nation is gifted with different
resources and they must make use of the resources available to them in the
maximum way possible and cater towards development.
In the dominant paradigm of development communication played a very crucial
process in the process of facilitating development. The self reliance or self
development plan made many changes in the society which led to mass mobilization
and group efficiency in every village or wherever it was followed. It led to planning
and execution of the plan at the local level and development was seen immediately.
The role played by mass media in this development process is to provide the society
or the group with technical information and also provide solutions to the development
problems. It also helps in widely circulating the information about development and
shares the accomplishments of the local groups, so that they can be an example to the
other people or other villages.
1.4.2 Various Approaches of Development Communication
Ever since development communication started in India in the year 1950 it has been
going through several changes and amendments on how communication can be of use
to the development of the society in a better way. The role of communication in the
process of economic and social well being was phrased and rephrased many times.
With the advancements in technology and the growing industrial and political factors,
the field of development communication is also getting new insights and developing
new concepts in acting as a catalyst in promoting growth. There are various
approaches to development communication which are discussed below.
Modernisation Approaches
The importance of development communication was felt by the third world nations in
their fight for self reliance, independence and non alignment with the developed
nations after the Second World War. These under developed countries were also
trying their best to come out of their problems like poverty, illiteracy and
unemployment. Many research studies were also conducted in the field of
development communication by experts. One of the major researches in the process
of development was the Passing of the traditional society by Lerner and Wilbur
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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Schramm. It was felt that development can be achieved by changing the traditional
societies into modern ones. The major role of media in the process of modernization
was to mobilise people and motivate them in changing their attitudes and approach to
the modern or the western ways. Hence media was viewed as an instrument which
can create awareness among the people and make then ambitious and competitive. It
was felt that media can foster rational thinking of the rural people with a desire to
progress and consume more western style or way of living. The next famous theory
was the diffusion of innovations theory put forth by Everett M Rogers by adopting the
notions of empathy originally put forth by Lerner. He stated that to communicate
about innovation in a society the message has to go through the process of
knowledge, decision, implementation and confirmation.
Here mass media channels were considered as an important source which provides
information and exposure to the functioning of innovation. The term „magic
multipliers‟ was used by Schramm who claimed that mass media has the power to
bring change in the society. He also felt that agreed that mass media can help in
bringing change through indirect ways of bringing strongly held attitudes and values
practices.
Dependency or Structuralist Approaches
As a reaction towards the modernization models the dependency theory was put forth
in the year 1970 with strong articulation of Marxism and Marxists theories of
imperialism. The dependency theory was put forth by Paul Baran (1967) and Andre
Gunder Frank (1967) who outlined that under development was not the original
condition of any place or region. The new development in the advanced capitalist
countries was due to the industrialization process which led to economic growth and
made the other countries poor. Emile argued that this difference in the economic and
political structures of the countries is the major reason for the problems that are faced
by the people in the poor countries. He firmly believed that communication can
change this scenario. He felt that communication which is directed at positive change
in the society can bring in modernization and development along with it. He felt that
media should not stop with passing information but it has to act as a motivating factor
for development through communication.
Alternative Approaches
Some critics proposed the alternative approaches to development communication
which rejected both the modernization theories and the dependency theories. The
alternative approaches of media focused on the cultural and social identities of a
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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nation which are seen as inhibitors of development. It also emphasised in the
participatory approach which was felt as the key factor for development. This is seen
as an outcome of the criticisms of the modernization and the dependency paradigms.
The most striking assumption in alternative approaches is that there are no universal
models of development, and that development is an integral, multidimensional, and
dialectical process that can differ from society to society. It followed the principles of
Mahatma Gandhi who emphasised on self reliance and independent thinking. It also
integrates with it the human rights movement that focuses on liberation of human
beings from bondage on securing dignity of human life.

Video lesson on Development Journalism by Prof. Mrinal Chatterjee
1.5 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Write the importance of media in development communication.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
2. What are the various approaches of Development Communication?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3. What is the dominant paradigm of development?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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UNIT-2: Development Journalism in India
2.0 Unit Structure
2.1 Learning Objectives
2.2 Background of Development Journalism In India
2.2.1 Indian Press and Development Journalism
2.2.2 Development Reporting By Indian Newspapers
2.2.3 Problems of Development Reporting In India
2.3 Writing Developmental News and Stories
2.4 Features and Articles
2.5 Check Your Progress

2.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
This unit aims at
1. Giving the details on the background of development journalism in India
and how the Indian press have worked for development.
2. It also gives an insight on how to write development news stories and
features.
2.2 BACKGROUND OF DEVELOPMENT JOURNALISM IN INDIA
2.2.1 INDIAN PRESS AND DEVELOPMENT JOURNALISM
It is interesting to note that the concept of development journalism was practiced
in India by the Indian press even before the term Development journalism came
into existence. Journalism in India began with the publication of the first
newspaper by James Augustus Hickey popularly known as the „Bengal Gazette‟
or „Calcutta General Advertiser‟ in the year 1780. It was circulated as a weekly
newspaper which spoke about the economic and cultural practices or activities of
the British people who settled in Kolkata. There were also other popular
magazines like Sambad Kaumudi, Mirutul Akhbar, Brahminical magazines and
few other magazines by the social reformer Raja Ram Mohan Roy. He along with
his other friends tried to educate the people in the Indian society and bring
reformation in the Hindu society. He did not like the old practices that were
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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followed in the Indian society like the sati system which he considered as a social
evil. So he directed his efforts towards abolition of the cruel practice of sati. With
constant efforts he was able to throw away the social evil in the year 1829 with
the help of Lord Bentinck who abolished the sati system.
Raja Rammohan Roy was also the founder of the Brahmo Samaj where he called
all the intellectuals in the society to fight against all the social evils in the society.
When reformation was happening in the society, there was also a sudden attack or
incursion of the anglo Indian newspapers, which were circulated. This created a
foray between the Anglo Indian and the language newspapers and the national
newspapers gained popularity among the Indian because of the spirit of
nationalism between 1860 and 1899.
During this period of freedom struggle, many leaders like Surendranath Banerjee,
Bipin Chandra Pal, Subramaniya Iyer, Motilal Ghosh, Balgangadar Tilak and
Dadabhai Naoroji, and many other freedom fighters were actively engaged in the
field of journalism. Hence journalism was seen as an active tool in bringing
people together with a sense of unity. The father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi
felt that the main function of journalism was to inform and serve the people. He
believed that the main function and success of newspapers depends on the
number of people it can educate and also create awareness in the society. He said
that he has taken up journalism in his life as a tool in his life which can help him
achieve his mission. Gandhi wanted to use the weapon of sathyagraha or nonviolence and truth through effective usage of his writings. He wrote in the
columns of Indian Opinion, Young India and Harijan, he spoke to the rural
masses and the other people in the country on various issues which were viewed
as hindrance to the growth of the country. For example, he spoke about
communal violence, the evil of untouchability, useless evil practices like sati
system etc. He also spoke about bringing development in his writings by using
the resources which are naturally available in the country, like the Khadi system,
promotion of village industries and other important special issues. He used
journalism as a tool to march towards his aim. After independence the role of
newspapers in reaching out to the masses with the message or information about
the development schemes and the five year plans were tremendous. The
newspapers gave lot of importance to the development policies of the state and
wrote detailed articles about them. There was news about how development
schemes can be made use by the public. The role of Indian press in development
reporting is discussed below:
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2.2.2 Development Reporting By Indian Newspapers
There are some best examples of reporting of development messages by the press.
They have helped in spreading the development messages to the rural people. The
press has informed the people about the various development steps undertaken by
the government and also educated the masses on the issues of development that
the society is facing. One of the best examples of the role of Indian press towards
development was the village Chhatera project. The Hindustan times feature „our
village chhatera was started in the year 1969 which documented rural features of
development as a special column. The village chattareya project is one of the best
examples of role of Indian press in rural development. This was basically a
research project which had a team of reporters who reported on the progress that
was happening in the village. They did that sincerely with lot of enthusiasm with
a spirit to motivate the villagers and also to show to the outer world the real
capacity of the rural resources that India is blessed with. They also made sure that
the difficulties of the rural members of the society are known to the urban
members of the same state and country so that they can also contribute towards
development. They covered the day today happening of the village and all
development activities extensively with versatility. The success of the story was
seen very soon and Chhatera became the talk of many urban households who read
newspapers. The village became very popular among all the sections of the
society.
Other examples include newspapers from Kerala who took the leading role in
reporting rural development in their state. The famous Malayalam newspapers
like the Malayala Manorama and Mathrubhumi were the pioneers in the country
who started to write articles featuring the agricultural farms of the state. They
allocated one page every week for this purpose, thus contributing to development
of the rural regions in Kerala.
Next example is the widely circulated national daily „The Hindu‟ which took an
active part in reporting development. The Hindu took the initiative of appointing
a correspondent exclusively to report on rural regions and about developments in
agriculture. The newspaper also did a wonderful job of reporting the projects that
were presently going on and also the attitudes of the government officials towards
the farmers. It also highlighted on the way the business men reacted to different
developmental projects and their implementations. This led to the separate
reporting of the rural regions with a column dedicated to it called „for the farmers
note book‟. This column contained the latest research findings about agriculture
and also their scope and utilization in different regions. It also spoke about the
innovations that were brought about in the agricultural and industrial zones and
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the columns were extremely successful in disseminating information about the
developments in the field of both agricultural and non-agricultural sectors.
The famous journalist on development communication P. Sainath visited ten
poorest districts of five states and reported the real conditions of the people living
in those regions. He was awarded the Times of India fellowship and he visited
even the far off lands in India in remote places. These regions were completely
ignored by the mainstream media and they were also not willing to focus on these
villages to highlight their living conditions and to focus on their basic needs. The
newspapers brought about eighty four reports by the research work done by
P.Sainath. The reports contained the problems faced by the rural masses without
even being provided the basic needs such as food, shelter, basic education, basic
health conditions, forceful displacement, extreme poverty etc. Many of these
reports got widely circulated and his findings were complied in his famous book
Everybody loves A Good drought.
Apart from these contributions, several other newspapers, individuals‟
cooperative societies and civil societies have made remarkable contributions
towards development communication. They have helped a lot in promoting the
rural press. They have effectively used the Indian press to cover the lives of
farmers, homemakers and livestock keepers etc and also to give them information
on the latest technology and advancements in the field of agriculture. The success
stories of the newspapers in contributing towards development can be seen in the
newspapers like Shetkari, a Marathi monthly newspaper which devoted its pages
to the problems of agriculture. The newspaper sold over one lakh copies.
Similarly, Punjab Kheti and Haryana Kheti, which are monthly publications, have
also sold more than ten thousand copies. These newspapers are from the Punjab
Agricultural University and Haryana Agricultural University respectively. They
have a group of readers who are committed towards getting information about
development in the society. There is also another newspaper from Bhopal namely
Krishak Jagat, which has been in publication even before independence. It is one
of the oldest farm journals in India. This newspaper is published in the regional
language Hindi and it has over half a million dedicated readers. It is widely
circulated among the members of the cooperative society, the dairy owners and
the farm owners. Other stockholders of the village also make use of this
newspaper, which covers activities of development in all the areas of rural
economic development like crop maintenance, animal husbandry, farming etc.
Another successful monthly journal is the „Grassroots‟ published by the Press
Institute of India, in both the regional and the national language. The main aim of
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this newspaper is to promote the living conditions of the people living in the rural
regions. Grassroots also started its Tamil edition from 2005, from the month of
March, which covered various issues like unemployment, agricultural issues,
addressing basic needs and also motivating success stories.
2.2.3 Problems of Development Reporting In India:

We have read that the Indian press has contributed towards development in
various fields of rural development. However the common belief is that the
Indian press has not done its role to the full potential in development reporting.
Some scholars believe that the press has not performed its duty because it was
also going into the hands of the corporate. They try to launch multiple editions of
the same press and the ownership patterns of the press also changes. Many
scholars have opined the following reasons for the poor contribution of press
towards development issues in the Indian newspapers. They are as follows:
1. No proper knowledge about the concept of development and insufficient
information about development among journalists who practice
journalism.
2. Inadequate training in gathering and presenting the data of development in
formats that can be easily understood.
3. Lack of interest shown by journalists and newspapers to cover
development issues.
4. Lack of funds to cover issues on development from the newspaper
organizations or the government.
It has to be understood that development reporting is beneficial for the entire
country and its can contribute to the growth of the people in it. Experts have
stated that development journalism has the power to promote the progress of a
nation to a large extent. It can bring in development in education by creating
awareness about the various awareness events that are taking place in the society.
It also creates awareness about the issues that are present in a society. it can also
produce stories about the needs of the people and emphasis the government about
the same. It can also bring to light the various projects and development schemes
that are implemented by other communities which can help in motivating the
farmers and also help in improving their confidence. It can also talk about the
development activities of the self-help groups. It can act as a watch dog by
keeping track of the activities of the government on any on-going project on
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development. It can report on things which are considered as hindrance to the
process of development.
Hence it is clear that in development journalism, people are involved in all stages
of development reporting. It is the people who determine what is important for
the media. On the whole, as citizens of a country, everyone must be concerned
about the development o the rural regions which are the back bone of our country.
True development journalism must identify the real problems of the rural farmers,
and also try to seek a solution for them. By doing so, development journalists can
become active catalysts of social change in any developing country.
2.3 WRITING DEVELOPMENTAL NEWS AND STORIES
Reporting for development communication involves lot of challenges in
establishing the connections between people who are involved in it. It is a crucial
task for a journalist to connect with people from the developed and under
developed nations and establish a link with them. Each reporter or news
organization has their own way of storytelling and reaching the audience.
Using Technology:
Development journalism requires collecting information from one end of the
continent to another. One of the effective usages of mobile phones in
development journalism is connecting the people from the developed country to
the developing country. Usage of other technical aids which transfer
communication and information at a faster rate are also increasing with
innovation. Hence using these tools can be an effective way of storytelling in
development communication.
Development stories are considered to be important in the developing countries
rather than the developed countries. But media seems to do a dull job of reporting
in these developing countries. They often cover the announcements from the
government and highlight on the infrastructure development of a village, which
often include development of roads, building hospitals, building bridges and also
high claims that the living conditions of the people in the country will soon
improve. But what is expected is more information and awareness from the media
which can motivate the people and build self-confidence. It can also help in true
development by improving their true self and make them self-reliant. There are
better ways to coverage development issues by the press which are given here.
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1. Focus on ordinary people:
When a development issue is covered the journalist should ensure that the
voices of the ordinary people are covered. Usually in any news the
ordinary people who live below the poverty line or who are under
developed in a society who belong to the lower income segment are often
projects only in negative ways by the media. They are shown either as
criminals or as people who receive funds from the government for any
schemes. They are also shown only if they are victims of any natural
calamity or if there is any mob violence. They are often portrayed as a
segment of a society for whom just getting enough food for three times a
day is sufficient. A good development report should focus on the ordinary
lives of ordinary men rather than focusing on important people or big
shots and their life. It is important to focus on the life of the ordinary
people because they are the ones who are most affected by any decision of
the government. They are the ones who suffer the public expenditure
priorities. They also make up the majority of the population. Hence it is
important to highlight on the lower income group of the population.
2. Report from the field
Unlike other reports which can be done sitting at a desk, the development
journalism requires a reporter to train him and report from the field. He
has to be physically present in the areas where there is a development
issue and report facts by checking it. It is not possible to do development
reporting at remote control. Physical presence is needed for development
reporting. A development journalist should look for people and ask their
opinion and then only write the report. The desk reporting might be easy
compared to development reporting in the field as it may involve low cost
and easy to meet deadlines too in a short time. But true development
reporting cannot be done like that. A good example is the truth that got
exposed in the drought induced famine in Africa. It was told that the
government has distributed relief food throughout the affected areas. The
record was shown which said that every house hold was provided enough
food. But the actual story was entirely different from what was reported.
The journalists who travelled to the pace found out the graves of the
people who died recently of hunger. There were families which fed on
wild roots and a large number of people who did not receive any relief
supplies for more than a month.
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3. Put statistics in context
Statistics is often used as a proof for an objective truth and a support for a
conclusion by the journalists. The fact is, statistics comes from studies
which have to be validated. It is the duty of the journalist to validate each
and every data that he gets from statistics. For example, it is the duty of
the journalist to find out who conducted the study and why. How much
they were paid for conducting the study. If a poll was conducted then it‟s
the duty of the journalists to find out who conducted the poll and who
were the respondents. It is also important to know how they were
questioned.
When we talk about data that has to be collected from big international
organizations like World Bank, International Monetary fund, or other UN
agencies, then the journalist has to rely on the statistics of the big data that
is given by these international organizations. They usually calculate the
Gross Domestic Product of a country and also tell us the economic value
in a country. It is the duty of the journalist to find out if the facts are really
true. For example in few rural regions, the people might own their houses
and have their own cattle, their own sheep and grains in the barn. Each of
these things has a value though they are small in number for every
individual. A good journalist must be able to analyse the facts and
interpret it in a proper way. He should be able to analyse the life style of
the urban and rural people and interpret the data which has a good
interpretation.
Right from its inception, development communication or development
reporting had lot of inputs from various people who were the activities that are
involved in development reporting. Though their contribution has made some
changes in the society, it is not sufficient. The role of media, NonGovernmental Organizations and other agencies in the field of development
communication who are engaged in the media is only a few in numbers. When
we look at the media perspective, the private channels or the magazines or
television and radio channels are largely owned by the private sectors. The
primary aim of these private media companies is only to make money and see
profit in a short period of time. So their focus on the rural region towards
development is very limited. This can explain why the private media channels
are not interested in development reporting stories. Except a few channels in
the government sector and the voluntary organizations, which promote the
cause of voluntary reporting by all possible means, other private organizations
have shown least interest in the matter.
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When we take a look at the mainstream media which has its focus only on the
commercial profit, development reporting is definitely not a priority for them. Very
rarely a development story is focused and it is usually an exception. News about
development does not appear in channels or newspapers every day. For reasons that it
cannot be sensitised and that it has a normal tone which cannot attract people towards
it. Hence the development stories are usually not preferred by majority of media
channels. For example news about development of a rural region will have fewer
readers than news about the marriage of two famous Bollywood actors. Repeated
coverage is given by the media to news items which people seek more information
about, because only then the news organizations, either television or radio or print can
benefit commercially.
Contrary to this, there are very few magazines and electronic media channels that are
trying their best to promote news on development reporting and trying to make it
popular among the other media channels so that the long term goal of reaching the
masses can be achieved. It has to be mentioned that the magazine „frontline‟ has been
keen in giving development news reports for a long period of time. The coverage of
ginger farmers in Assam is the best example. They publish stories for their readers
who are interested in development news and do it interestingly too. Similarly the
Indian Express also carries the development news stories regularly and reports it with
facts from time to time. It is also interesting to note that the publishers of Indian
Express has instituted special award for best grassroots reporting efforts. The only
negative side of the reporting done in these newspapers is that it is written in English.
Since English is their language of reporting, it has very little reach or sometimes
beyond reach to the audience for whom it is intended to be.
However, the actual mass of the people who are in real need of this information can
have a chance of reaching this information is the same is broadcast in the audio visual
medium like television or at least in the radio. It can also reach the intended audience
if any voluntary organizations or civil societies can interpret these messages to them
in their language and motivate them towards development. They should act as a
mediator between the newspaper and the audience. In this context the PII (Press
Institute of India) which was formerly in Delhi and now at Chennai has been
publishing news about development in their journal called „grass roots‟. They have
been doing this for a long period of time. They have also encouraged other people in
media to think in the same way and focus more on development journalism.
When we look at other possibilities of bringing development news to the masses, it is
a good sign to note that a few universities in the country are also offering the course
of rural journalism and rural development in their academic stream. In this subject,
development reporting in a major pre requisite. Hence the budding journalists can
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also have more chances to get exposed to development journalism rather than simply
reporting commercial based news stories. The central institute of agriculture
management and development in Hyderabad also offers a formal diploma course in
journalism in agriculture. These initiatives have a great impact in the future of
development reporting as they will lead to promotion in development communication.
There are also other major institutes like the Mass Communication Research Centre
(MCRS) instituted by the Jamia Millia Islamia university in New Delhi. This institute
has also been conducting a comprehensive diploma course in development
communication. The Indian Institute of Mass Communication in New Delhi has also
been conducting a four month long diploma course in this subject for serving
journalists, NGO workers and Government officials from India as well as from
foreign countries. All these course initiated by the central government have been
found to be highly popular among the students of journalism over the past few years.
Further, the National Council for Science & Technology Communication (NCSTC)
of the Ministry of Science and Technology of Government of India has been
promoting development communication of the advancements and findings in the field
of science and technology on to the masses on a regular basis. It has also brought out
a publication in a journal called “Indian Journal of Science Communication” for
creating awareness about the theme among the people and the journal is still
functioning. This is a good sign and an indication that development journalism is
gaining popularity among the young journalists and they are contributing to the
growth and development of the marginalised or unnoticed segment of the society and
trying to make their living conditions better.
Apart from these media organizations and government institutions that are trying to
build development journalism, the Non-Governmental Organizations and other
voluntary agencies also engage actively in promoting development journalism. They
do this by providing training in handling the audio visual equipments that are used for
journalism by the development communication journalists and also train their
volunteer members or workers for producing programmes on development issues.
The programme thus produced by the Non-Governmental organizations are broadcast
in the local community radio or shown at smaller closer gatherings since the NonGovernmental organizations move very close with the people in the rural regions to
access development. The members of the Non-Governmental organizations usually
do not have any exposure to media or handling the equipment‟s used in it. But they
take efforts to learn how to handle the equipment‟s and they also get adequate
training to do the job well. Such great passion is definitely a welcoming step. They
instruct the members of the rural region about the programme they have done on
development. Thus the civil societies and the voluntary organizations are also doing
their best to contribute to the course of development journalism.
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There is a common belief in the society that only the members of the under privileged
communities who may also be illiterates and poor can only do the role of a
development communicator job in a better way as they are more prone to the actual
situation in a locality. Hence we believe that they can report their situation in a better
way than others. Hence members of the under privileged communities are expected to
come out and learn development communication and report more on development
related news. They are also easily accepted by the society as they move very close
with them and the communication will be much more effective in nature.
These communicators can actually perform a dual role. They can move close with the
surroundings and they can easily find out their real problems and other issues related
to the community and at the individual level. They can report this as a media person.
Secondly they also perform the role of as communicators of media messages, to be
disseminated to the community members. They act as the opinion leaders of the
messages disseminated by the media. This type of two way process or communication
has been found to be very successful in many rural regions. The Non-Governmental
organization and voluntary organizations are doing their job well in developing
development reporting or journalism.
The media reports from these organizations are also helpful to the masses in a lot of
ways. The findings of the reports and the experiences that are gained in gathering the
news are greatly utilised b other like indeed organizations and civil societies. So the
experience that are gained by one organization can be shared with a number of people
who are like minded and it can also help in developing a good method of data
collection and implementation by other organizations in development reporting, and
everyone can benefit out of it.
2.4 FEATURES AND ARTICLES
So far we have learnt the usage of media and news articles related to development.
We understood how informational it is in reaching the goal towards communication.
Apart from the news stories there is also another interesting writing material called
the feature. Features are more in depth than the traditional news stories. They go
beyond the normal reporting and produce facts with lot of details. The purpose of
these stories is to provide a detailed description of a place, person, idea or an
organization. The features are usually classified as news stories by editors and
journalists but it actually does not come under the traditional method of inverted
pyramid style. Instead, the features use special story telling devices that makes the
readers connect well with the overall narrative and the central characters involved in
them. Features are particularly common in magazine. A issue is discussed in detail in
the magazines, because magazines are also available at the convenience of the readers
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time. Apart from this there are also features that appear in other news channels and
other media too on a frequent basis. A feature usually covers an issue in depth and
has a soft but deep and firm tone. The readers can usually empathise with the people
involved in the story. It is not necessary that the features should cover only issues
alone. They can also cover the success stories of personalities who have succeeded in
the field or they can even write about a person‟s personal experience which has
helped in development. It is important to understand the circumstances that are
necessary for writing a feature from a strategic communication point of view.
Communication professionals write feature articles to provide in-depth exposure for
their client or organization.
Feature writing is a creative form of journalism. It gives out the issues of
development in a community in a creative way so that the message is enrooted in the
mind of the readers. It has a soft touch and is based on human interest. There is no
sensational information given in it and there is no lead paragraph which gives the
essence of the overall news. The feature makes the readers read with empathy the
entire article about an issue. It also gets the desired effect of what is intended in the
message. It also gives success stories of motivation and self-reliance. Features are
usually accompanied by photographs which reflect the thoughts of the journalist or
the author in a soft way. They carry headlines which are catchy and emotional with
human interest. The headlines are never sensationalised like the hard news and there
is no rush to read the news. The features pull the audience towards them and make
them understand the real situation. Hence the role of features in delivering news about
development is considered to be very important and development journalism should
also focus more on it.

Video lesson on Development Journalism by Prof. Mrinal Chatterjee
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2.5 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Write a note on the origin of development journalism in India.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. What is the difference between writing a feature and a news article?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. What are the contributions of the Indian press towards development journalism?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Page 26

UNIT-3: Different Institutions
3.0 Unit Structure
3.1 Learning Objectives
3.2 Government
3.3 NGO
3.4 CBO, Other media sources
3.5 PR institutions
3.7 Check Your Progress

3.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
This unit will highlight
1. The role of various institutions and organizations which are both
governmental and Non-Governmental and bring out their effective
participation towards development of the community and the society at
large.
2. It also highlights on the work done by PR institution and media
organizations.
3.2 GOVERNMENT
According to Nora C. Quebral, Development communication comprises the art and
science of human communication transforming a country from a poverty curve to a
dynamic state for greater potential. Development, in Development communication,
means the improvement of human well-being and betterment of the quality of life.
Usage of mass media for such improvement and betterment of human well-being
refers to Development Journalism. Development Journalism deals with collection and
dissemination of information related to social, political and economic development.
Development Journalism deals with reporting of events not only related to
development process but also issues that need development. The basis of
Development Journalism lies on the perspective of how media takes up social and
economic concerns of development of a particular state or country. It focuses on the
needs of the poor, marginalized and deprived with effective participation in the
development process.
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Development Journalism is an instrument and an agent of social change.
Development Journalism is derived from Development communication, practiced by
extension workers in field of agriculture, economic status, etc., for rural development
and transformation. Development journalism helps journalists to exercise their right
to understand various developmental plan programmes are executed. Development
journalism does not simply cover news stories but help in promoting growth and
development.
Development journalism needs active involvement of certain agents for implementing
development programmes, they are:
i.

Development agencies (Governmental organizations)

ii.

Voluntary organizations

iii.

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

iv.

Media agencies

Role of Media in Development:
According to Wilbur Schramm, the role of media in development communication can
be categorised as under
1. To inform: The main role of Media is to inform, information is knowledge and
power. Media helps people to be attentive of various national and international
development issues. It also renders possible solutions to tackle barriers caused
during development process.
2. To instruct: Media helps to impart literacy which is the essential benchmark
for development. Educational projects like SITE and Gyandarshan helps in
imparting literacy thereby educating the masses.
3. To participate: Success of development programs lies in the participation of
the audiences. Voluntary participation from every citizen is required for
continuous development and for creating reformation in the society.
The history of development communications in India dates back to 1940s with rural
radio broadcast following thereon with communication development projects by the
union government in 1950s. Print media also serve a wider medium for Development
communication, print media is also considered as one of the traditional media used
for the field of development communication. Post-Independence, newspapers played
a pivotal role in development.
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Post-independence the process of development in India has been accompanied by
increasing social awareness and promoting social changes in all sectors of the
country. Several voluntary organizations, institutions and individuals as a whole
contributed to development by acting as a mediator between government and people.
One such ascending initiative is the development of mass media. Mass media are
channels that carry message and information to a diversified audience. Mass media
contribute to more of democracy be keeping in mind matters related to people and
they effectively involve people in the policy- and decision-making activities of
government. Mass media serve as a watchdog for our country by debating over issues
of social and economic concern and portraying or shaping values that promote social
change.
Radio from its inception, play a vital role in areas of development reaching large
number of people from rural walks of life. Community Radio is another initiative that
has gained importance for development, it is considered as a local platform for
rendering their minor issues.
Television plays a major role in effective development through satellite technology.
Satellite technology paves way for reaching out to wider audiences in vast level.
Satellite Instructional Television Experiment otherwise called as SITE started in
1970s to bring out informative educational programs for the betterment of the rural
society. The Main objectives of the SITE are:
1. To improve the primary education in rural areas
2. To equip teachers
3. To improve agriculture, health, hygiene and nutrition
Educational television is also a vital tool for social transformation and economic
development. For example, INSAT a satellite channel run by Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU) for correspondence education programmes and EDUSAT,
a satellite initiative primarily for education. These Educational television channels
help students in providing a complete curriculum with lectures, visual presentations,
interactions, discussions and database access with library and online resources.
Television and Radio are considered “magic multipliers” of development benefits.
Integrated rural development: Robert McNamara (1973), president of the World
Bank proposed the concept of integrated rural development. This works on reforming
rural policies for a uniform distribution of economic development and thereby
fulfilling the basic needs of the people thus paving way for development. Some of the
areas it covered include:
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1. Efficient land and tenancy reforms
2. Credit accessibility
3. Availability of clean drinking water
4. Expansion of extension services and applied research
5. Easy access to public services
6. New forms of rural institutional and organizational changes
7. People‟s participation in development decision making
8. Inclusion of local leadership in programme planning
9. Decentralisation of power to rural communities
Self-help groups (SHGs): Self-help groups are used in India for implementing and
promoting rural development schemes. These groups comprise of 8 to 10 people of
common interests. These groups generate money and use it to cater their development
needs and livelihood activities like, dairy, poultry, sheep rearing, pottery, Bamboo
works, etc. Rural development schemes like, National Rural Livelihood Mission,
District Poverty Initiative Programme, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme, etc. One successful initiative of the Self-help groups is AMUL
which is nothing but Anand Milk Union Ltd.
ICTs for development

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) ventured due to innovation of
technologies, which comprise mobile phones and the Internet as platforms for
communication and information. New media technologies connect the world and
lower the distinctions between people of all sectors. ICTs in the area of Development
journalism uses updated technologies to address common people‟s problems in the
developmental arena of rural areas. The use of ICTs in the development journalism
practice by local radio and television channels enhance news gathering events for
development, engaging and stimulating the participation of audience on issues of
local concern, spreading the information and improving facilities for promoting social
change. Usage of ICTs facilitates access of information through Internet for emails,
social media, media outlets‟ websites, databases and search engines; and mobile
phones for SMS and call-ins.
New Media also serve as tool for development communication through its extended
connectivity. The development initiatives through new media include, E-Governance,
E-Choupal, etc.
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Due to intense growth of technological developments in the country, use of
information technology plays a vital role in the Development Communication through
E-Governance. Electronic Governance or E-Governance, in precise is an intiative for
delivery of public services and governmental information in doorsteps with the help
of Internet Technology through computers. It works at a basic level of the
implementation of ICT for delivering government-related services, for exchange of
information, implementation of new policies that benefit government-citizen
relationship. E-Governance uses ICT for planning, implementation, and monitoring of
developmental programs.
Rural E-Governance initiatives:


Computerized Rural Information System Project (CRISP): CRISP is designed
to to monitor the poverty alleviation programme.



State Wide Network Area Project (SWAN): SWAN provides high-speed
connectivity for faster access to government services.



E-Choupal: E-choupal is the conglomerate initiative of ITC for farmers
helping them to procure their products through e-choupal a traditional mandi
system.



E-Medicine: Providing quality healthcare in remote villages



LokMitra: It provides easy access to redress complaints even in remote places.



N-Logue : It provides telecommunication and Internet services in small towns
and rural areas.



Kisan Call Centres: These centres respond to queries raised by the farmers in
their regional language. It was an initiative launched by the Department of
Agriculture & Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture in 2002.



Gyandoot: It is community-owned information kiosks established in the
poverty-stricken, tribal dominated rural areas of Madhya Pradesh.



Akashganga: It is an initiative to facilitate rural milk producers by integrating
all operations of the cooperative society through ICT.

Village Internet Program (VIP): A information technological adventure and a sort of
pilot program organised by Grameen bank conglomerate by installing cyber kiosks in
rural areas for people of rural communities to borrow money for enlargement and
upgradation of their business ventures. These cyberkiosks helps widen agricultural
practices and provide ways to increase agricultural development, also helpful for
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students to access virtual classrooms and libraries, help the rural youth to get
computer-based employment.
Governmental Agencies for Development:
Ministry of Rural Development helps generating employment opportunities for
labourers in rural areas through different schemes, like Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Awaas Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana and Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act.
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awaas Yojana (PMGAY): It is a social welfare flagship
programme for governmental scheme, primarily called Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY).
This programme works for improving the social status of people living in rural and
marginalized areas by providing housing for rural poor in India. It‟s a part of scheme
of housing for all in 2022 initially started by Late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to
construct house for below the poverty line population.
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana: A Central Government sponsored Scheme
implemented by late Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, which helped in
upgradation of road facilities in rural areas as an initiative for development.
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA): The Act
ensures 100 days of employment in form of unskilled manual work to members of
every household in rural areas. The act as initiated to fulfil the following goals:


To provide livelihood for the poor and underprivileged by helping them to
generate long-lasting assets, by equipping them with recent development for
improving water security, conserving soil and ensuring higher productivity of
land.



To protect people in rural areas by giving them a source of employment.



To undertake

drought

management

activities and flood protection

methodologies.


To ensure empowerment of women, schedule castes (SCs) and schedule tribes
(STs) through legislative rights.



To strengthen the decentralized communities and help in proper participatory
planning of anti-poverty and livelihoods initiatives;



To ensure deepening democracy by strengthening Panchayati Raj Institutions;

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

Page 32



To ensure transparency and accountability in governance.

The MNREGA Act has grown to a largest employment programme in the history as it
provided guaranteed wage employment as a legal right to all rural households.
MNREGA also helped in integrated management of natural resources thereby
providing employment opportunities to the rural and underprivileged.
National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM): National Rural Livelihood Mission
organization started by Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India in July
2011. It is a project aided in support of World Bank for creating efficient platforms
for rural poor to increase their family income by providing livelihood enhancements
and also familiarising them the access to financial services. It is a venture to change
the livelihood of poor and marginalized communities enhancing their knowledge and
capacity thus increasing their economic development. This project was renames as
DAY-NRLM
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM):
DAY-NRLM is aimed at reaching out rural households to provide livelihood
opportunities by helping them to build their skills and capacities enabling them to
experience services provided by governmental and non-governmental sectors to
eradicate poverty. This scheme ensures upliftment of rural women giving them a
social well-being.
Deendayal Upashyaya Grameen Kaushalaya Yojana (DDU-GKY): DDU-GKY is a
skill development scheme introduced for rural women and youth for development of
their skills. This scheme works in coherence with Rural Self Employment Training
Institute training women and youth find a career based on their improved skills and
services.
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA): Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) works under the motto
of “Education for all” started by late Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee mandated
by 86th amendment to the constitution of India which states the need for free and
compulsory education for children from 6 to 14 years. SSA works in coherence with
state governments addressing the needs of over million children in rural and
marginalized sectors. SSA not only focuses on basic education for children but also
takes care of their life and value-based education and computational capabilities. It
has special focus on female children and also children with special needs.
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD): NABARD started
as a development bank of India for promoting its rural prosperity. NABARD was
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started with a mission to promote agricultural practices and help in financial
development through financial interventions, innovations and technological
advancements. NABARD has been closely associated with tribal development and
sustainable livelihoods.
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD): IBRD is a global
development conglomerate by more than 189 countries. IBRD comprises two
institutions, International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), and the
International Development Association (IDA). IBRD is the first of five member
institutions that comprise World Bank Group. IBRD is responsible for finances of
middle-income developing countries. IBRD is now expanding its services for
worldwide economic development and poverty eradication. IBRD and IDA form the
World Bank, the two institutions help in providing finances, policy advice, and
technical assistance to governments of developing countries. IDA focuses on the
world‟s poorest countries whereas IBRD assists middle-income countries. The IBRD
and IDA sanction loans at flexible rates to its member countries, and also grants to the
poor countries.
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD): Organisation
for economic cooperation and development (OECD), a pivotal organisation to
promote policies to improve the economic and social well-being of people around the
world. OECD provides a platform for communication for sharing experiences and to
seek solutions to improve economic, social and environmental change. Some
functions of OECD include:


Restoring confidence in marketing among countries



Establishing finances for their economic development.



Implementation of innovations and strategies for development



Equipping people of their required skill set for a productive nation.

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA): United Nations
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) is an international relief agency
working with a mission to provide economic assistance for European nations during
World war and also help assist refugees. UNRRA worked with a crew of trained
professionals for aiding economic rehabilitation and meeting their hunger needs with
safety and protection. UNRRA discontinued its progress during 1947 and is now
active through organizations like the International Refugee Organization, the World
Health Organization, and the United Nations International Children‟s Emergency
Fund (now the United Nations Children‟s Fund).
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International Refugee Organization (IRO): International Refugee Organization (IRO)
is an organization of the United Nations helping in assisting refugees and displaced
persons in countries like Europe and Asia. IRO help in caring and assisting refugees
in camps, providing them vocational training for their living, orientation for
resettlement, and help them to reunite with family. IRO also provides legal protection
and resettlement of refugees.
World Health Organization (WHO): World Health Organization (WHO) is a
specialized agency of the United Nations that runs primarily for public health. The
commitment and motto of WHO is “Better Health for All”. It helps public of rural
areas and strives to combat vulnerable and deadly diseases like Cancer, HIV, AIDS,
Coronary Heart Disease, etc. WHO also ensure the people have safe air to breathe and
good water to drink and also helps in giving them a complete nourishment and
nutrition and they also provide medicines and keep their children vaccinated for better
health.
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF): The United Nations International
Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) implemented by the United Nations General
Assembly on 11 December 1946, to cater food and healthcare to children in countries
that had been devastated by World War II. UNICEF now takes care of children in
developing countries by providing them education also ensuring the health, hygiene,
safety and protection of children developing them for a better tomorrow. The main
mission of UNICEF also comprise to advocate for the protection of children's rights,
and in helping them meet their basic needs, equip them with opportunities to reach
their full potential.
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO):
UNESCO is also a special agency of the United Nations that helps to build peace
through international cooperation in areas of Education. UNESCO programme strive
for a better sustainable development also promoting cultural heritage and social
dignity. UNESCO develops educational tools ensuring each child and citizen is
educated and thereby helping people to live as global citizens.
World Bank: World Bank is the world‟s largest sources of funding and knowledge for
developing countries. World Bank ensures development by reducing poverty,
increasing prosperity thereby promoting sustainable development. World Bank helps
in development by providing financing, policy advice, and technical assistance to
governments of developing countries. The World Bank is a component of the World
Bank Group.
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Several organizations work in collaboration with governmental projects to develop
projects of economic and agricultural developments. United Nations (UN) involve in
lots of developmental programs in collaboration with certain NGOs (nongovernmental organizations) United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): The
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the initiative of the United
Nations global development network, which helps in advocating change and
connecting countries for development of knowledge, experience and resources
thereby helping people to build a better life with promotion of social and economic
change.
UNDP with a network of more than 170 countries for the development of national
and regional capacities and help them achieve goals and challenges. UNDP is central
to the United Nations Sustainable Development Group (UNSDG) helping countries of
the network to achieve sustainable development goals. UNDP works to eradicate
poverty and helps in sustainable development of nation by reducing inequalities that
exist among people of different sectors.
In 2000, 189 nations pledged to eradicate people from poverty and other life
threatening challenges. This pledge became the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), they work towards social change by formulation of eight specific goals, they
are:
 Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger


Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education



Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women



Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality



Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health



Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and TB



Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability



Goal 8: Develop Global Partnership for Development

India‟s progress towards these MDG goals has been constantly monitored. India as a
nation has achieved the target of halving the poverty ratio, eliminating gender
inequality in the area of education, lowering of HIV/ AIDS incidence rate, providing
drinking water facility and upgradation and improvement of communication
technologies like telephone and Internet in many rural and remote areas. Progresses
have also been noted in fields of education, reduction in child mortality, Malaria and
TB incidences, and replenishment of environmental resources.
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MDGs are still in progressive stage on areas of hunger, maternal mortality and in
ensuring sanitation facility in India.
International Monetary Fund (IMF): International Monetary Fund had its birth in
July 1944 at the United Nations Bretton Woods Conference in New Hampshire,
United States. The International Monetary Fund, or IMF, helps in promoting
international financial stability and monetary cooperation. IMF also helps to reduce
global poverty thereby facilitating international trade, promoting employment and
sustainable economic growth. IMF is accountable to its 189 member countries.
The main mission of IMF is to ensure stability in the monetary system by keeping in
track of the global economy of the member countries, lending to countries with
financial needs and constraints, ensuring a helping hand to its member countries.
United States Agency for International Development (USAID): United States Agency
for International Development is an independent agency of United states federal
government primarily for sanctioning foreign aid and for providing developmental
assistance. USAID plays a pivotal role in transforming lives of communities. USAID
also helps in development and humanitarian efforts to save lives, reduce poverty,
strengthen democratic governance and help people progress beyond assistance.
USAID also helps in improving the economic and financial status thereby improving
the quality of life.
3.3 NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOs)
Non-governmental organizations are a wide spectrum of organizations which may be
non-governmental, quasi- or semi- governmental, voluntary or non-voluntary
organization, partisan or non-partisan formal or non-formal, non-profit or profit
oriented bodies registered under special Act. Non-governmental organizations are
associations that act outside of institutions or governments but help in pursuing
matters of public interest to its members. Non-governmental organizations collects
funds for its financial support, from private sources, donations, etc. NGOs utilize the
funds, through paid or unpaid workers, used primarily for generating awareness and
development on areas like education, health and environmental issues of public
concern. The pivotal concern of NGOs is to increase growth of a particular rural area
thereby paving way for development. Many international agencies like World Bank,
ILO, etc., help by funding NGOs for development issues like protection of
environment, promoting gender equality, improving health, hygiene and sanitation of
a particular rural or remote area, and for sustainable economic development, etc.
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Non-governmental organizations are voluntary agencies with active involvement for
promotion of human welfare and economic well-being. It works in vast areas like,
health and hygiene, education, rural development, women empowerment, etc. Nongovernmental organizations can also be used in parallel terminologies like
Community Based Organizations (CBO) and Voluntary Organizations (VO).
3.4 COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATION (CBO)
Community Based Organizations (CBO) are organizations that arise out of people‟s
own needs and initiatives. The main focus of CBO is to build equality across society
in all disciplines, like health, environment, education, technological improvements,
access to spaces and information for the disabled. The main role of CBOs is
Knowledge Management specifically on sorting out, compiling and organizing data
and information. Community health services are an important initiative for providing
effective health care in rural and marginalized areas. Some initiatives are:
 Development of village based health facilities


Organisation of educational materials



Development of appropriate technology to overcome the flaws of government
health system.

Voluntary Organizations (VO): Voluntary Organizations are autonomous
organizations which collect funds for support from private agencies. These are
organizations that render social services or helps in rural development through
organising programs and campaigns. Voluntary Organizations help in community
development with definite aims and objectives and it works without any external
control. Voluntary organizations always lead a pioneering role in providing charity
and welfare services for the economically downcast people mainly women, children
and specially challenged. Some of the objectives of voluntary organizations are:
 Empowerment of women.


Socio-economic development of rural population.



Organising cultural events and activities for development.



Financial assistance for poor and underprivileged.



Employment generation and eradication of poverty.



Organising competitions and providing training.



Creating awareness and implementation of self-help groups.



Protecting consumer interests.
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Working for social justice and offering legal advice.



Organising education sessions for the underprivileged.



Development and welfare of tribal people.



Stimulating and initiation of social services.

3.5 PR INSTITUTIONS
Balvantray G.Mehta (1957) observed the popular initiatives to evoke the peoples
participation. He recommended the concept of democratic decentralisation. When this
concept of democratic decentralisation was not clearly understood by people, the then
prime minister proposed the use of Panchayat Raj. Panchayat Raj is a system of
government that comprise a group of village Panchayats. This system of Panchayat
raj had favourable response among the citizens as it cohered with their regional
cultural patterns of the particular state or district and also it had a unique
governmental nature where all activities are performed by mutual consultation,
consensus and cooperation. This Panchayat raj system was initially adopted by state
of Madras in 1957 and seeing the success rate of the system in Tamil Nadu, the state
of Rajasthan also opted for this Panchayat raj system and became the pioneer to bring
the whole state under Panchayat Raj system in 1959.
It is an old concept of Indian civilization, which depicts the system of local selfgovernment in India. The Constitutional act (73rd amendment) 1992 came to force in
1993 which enforces constitutional status of Panchayat Raj Institutions. This act has
its extension to Panchayats of tribal areas of states, namely Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Rajasthan from 24
December 1996. In the Present scenario, the Panchayati Raj system exists in all the
states of India except Nagaland, Meghalaya, Mizoram and in all Union Territories
except Delhi.
Every district has one Zilla Parishad. Likewise Block Panchayats or Panchayat
Samitis are established for the every district. The main aim of the Panchayat raj
system is to eradicate poverty, improve standard of living and enhancing the status of
the society by creating awareness on issues related to human concern, like, health,
sanitation, hygiene, etc. The main roles of Panchayat Raj system comprise education,
health and hygiene, agricultural innovations, development of women and children,
empowerment of women, etc.
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Panchayat are basic unit of administration in a governing system. The word
“Panchayat” depicts a small but powerful assembly of five people elected by the local
community of people and the word “Raj” means rule. Panchayat Raj system was
pioneered by Mahatma Gandhi as a miniature form of government with a motive that
each village has to manage its own affairs. The Panchayat raj system runs based on
funds from:


Local body grants recommended by the Central Finance Commission



Funds from centrally sponsored scheme



Funds from state governments based on the recommendations of the State
Finance Commissions

Panchayat Raj system exists in three levels:


Gram Panchayat (village level)



Mandal Parishad or Block Samiti or Panchayat Samiti (block level)



Zila Parishad (district level)

Gram Panchayat or Village Panchayat:
The primary democratic institution under the directive principle of the Indian
constitution is the Gram Panchayat or Village Panchayat. The village Panchayat is the
lowest unit of Panchayat raj system. It is a cabinet of village elders elected by the
group of village citizens. According to this there is a requisite of a Panchayat in each
villages of a predestined population. If the population of certain village is less than
the sum then many such villages group together and they have a Panchayat in
common. The Panchayat as such consist of representatives appointed or elected by
the villagers. Panchayat elects a President or Sarpanch and a Vice-President or
Upsarpanch. The President or Sarpanch is the central person of the Village Panchayat,
it is he who makes decisions supervises and coordinates the activities of the Village
Panchayat. The Main functions of this Gram Panchayat or Village Panchayat are:
Representative function: To voice for social needs and concerns of the rural sector
and to represent and stand for their need
Administrative or regulatory function: Supervision and regulation of citizen
behaviour and also collection of taxes.
Developmental function: Implementation of innovation and promotion in fields of
agriculture, health and education, etc.
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Panchayat Samiti or Panchayat Union:
It is the second tier of administration in Panchayat raj system. It consists of Panchayat
Union Chairman, presidents of all panchayats in the area, local MLAs, MLCs, MPs,
etc. holding a right to vote but not to hold office.. Reservations are given to women,
SCs and STs. Panchayat Samiti or Panchayat Union is headed by a Block
Development Officer directly appointed by Government. The Main functions of
Panchayat Samiti or Panchayat Union are:


Culture, initiatives to increase the economic standard of living.



Providing support for the implementation of development program formulated
by governmental organizations.



Organize welfare and development activities in fields of education,
agriculture, animal husbandry, poultry, health and sanitation, etc.

District Development Council or Zilla Parishad
District Development Council or Zilla Parishad is the apex of the three-tier structure
consisting of representatives from Panchayat samiti with the addition of members of
the State Legislature and the Parliament; all district level officers of various
governmental departments like the Medical, Public Health, Public Works,
Engineering, Agriculture, Veterinary, Education and other development departments.
The members of this District Development council comprise Panchayat Union
Chairman, District Collector, MLAs, MLCs, MPs of the district with right to vote but
not to hold office. Women, SC and ST and persons interested in rural development
are given representation. District Collector leads the work with the help of District
Development Officers. There is a chairman elected by the members and a Chief
Executive Officer in the Zilla Parishad appointed on deputation by state government.
Zilla Parishad is responsible for coordinating and supervising functions of the system.
It is responsible for implementation of the governmental schemes. The Main
functions of District Development Council or Zilla Parishad are:


Its takes utmost care for the approval of Panchayat union budget



It is responsible for distribution of funds among Panchayat Union



Coordinating with the government for developmental plans and for
supervising it



Works with the Government for all the district rural development



Implementation of Secondary education
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Most of the functions which were implemented by the government through
governmental heads are now implemented, performed and supervised by the
administrative council of Panchayat Samiti. Panchayat Raj institutions work under the
twin criteria of mutual self-help and mutual cooperation.
The main functions of Panchayat Raj Institutions include:
 Agricultural development through implementation schemes


Establishment of primary health centers and educational institutions.



Drinking Water Supply, installation of proper drainage and sewerage system,
construction and renovation of roads



Development of cottage and small-scale industries, setting up of cooperative
societies for the benefit of rural people

Ministry Of Panchayati Raj (MoPR): Ministry of Panchayati Raj was implemented as
a independent ministry headed by Ministry of Rural Development, previously it was a
part of Ministry of Rural Development. This Ministry also has a separate minister of
state, a secretary, an additional secretary, a senior advisor and three joint secretaries
with officers at various cadre levels. The vision of this independent ministry also
coheres with the panchayat raj system of attaining a decentralised participatory local
self-government. The MoPR Mandate also has the following objectives:


Providing funds for various rural development schemes



To have an established support system through Panchayat Raj institutions.



To resolve issues and to strengthen the system by formulating innovative and
effective methodologies.



To create an efficient system for feedbacks to strengthen the system to render
more in the aspect of rural development.

Thus various governmental and non-governmental organizations take an active role in
bringing development to the rural regions.
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3.7 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. What are the steps taken by the government in the process of development after
independence?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. Elaborate on the steps taken by the Non-Governmental organizations towards
development.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. What is the role of media in rural development?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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UNIT-4: Process of Development In India

4.0 Unit Structure
4.1 Learning Objectives
4.2 Data of Social and Economic Development of a State.
4.3 Data Analysis of Factor of Development
4.3.1 Statistics and Its Importance in Generating Evidence of
Development
4.3.2 Role of Data in Planning and Evaluating Development
Activities
4.3.3 Statistics and Global Monitoring
4.3.4 Importance of Reliable and Up To Date Accessible Database
4.4 Check Your Progress.

4.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
This unit highlights
1. The importance of data for effective planning of any development related
schemes.
2. It also gives an idea of how data is collected and processed for using in
government and Non-Governmental schemes and the role of data in
sustainable development.
3. It also gives an idea about the importance of reliable data for development
process.
4.2 DATA OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN A STATE
Development can happen by thinking about various approaches to solve a given
problem. It is about developing multi-dimensional views towards a single
approach of development in a particular field. Some of its dimensions are the
growth in economy, the growth in the field of rural education, the growth in the
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field of medical services offered to the rural regions and also the steps taken
towards modernization. The condition of the women in the rural region, like their
health and their education also counts a lot for development. Women form the
base of the family and the nation at large and so their nutrition and fitness can
create a huge impact on development. Apart from this other important aspects
such as distribution of goods and services in rural regions, and access to
telecommunication and mass communication media are also factors that talk
about development in a place. In this context, the process of development or the
progress shown in socio economic development are not the same in all the major
states of the country.
There are certain indicators of development which cause this variation. They are
economic development, Needs of the society, Health and communication. Indian
states have lot of imbalance in the socio economic development. This is mainly
because of the imbalance in the overall development process which relate to basic
needs like education, food, drinking water, electricity facility, health care etc.
Unless these basic needs are satisfied development cannot take place. Therefore
government has to turn its focus on satisfying these basic needs by providing
education for all, especially women and children and removing barriers like
discrimination in the name of caste and community. The government must ensure
that women are given equal rights, because they are the foundation of a family.
The government has to first fulfill these basic pre requisites to overall
development. Various researches in the field of development emphasis the role of
good participation of the public and the role of good governance in supplying the
needs of the society. It is also emphasized that though the economic development
and growth of a country is important it is also equally important to expand the
human capabilities which has been always overlooked in a developing country
like India.
If we look at development pre and post-independence in India, it can be seen clearly
that India has tremendous efforts towards progress of the country. This is evident
from the five year plans that were planned since 1951, after the independence of the
nation. The efforts of the government were concrete and have notably changed the
economic condition of the country. Improvement is seen in agricultural production
and there was also tremendous progress in industrialization seen after impendence,
which has contributed greatly towards economic growth. In the 1950s, half the
percentage of India‟s Gross domestic product was through agriculture. There have
been also other areas of social and economic development which are non agricultural
but showed lot of progress. But in the year 1992 – 93, the agricultural production of
the country reduced to 26 percentages for various reasons. When we talk of
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development n human interest context, the role of governance in independent India in
reducing poverty, ignorance and inequality are very limited.
The population in India has been steadily increasing over the years. It is estimated to
cross two billion by the next decade. With this rising number of population, it is the
role of the government to provide the basic needs of the people. We still find that
people are suffering for their basic needs. So the supplies of basic needs are not equal
to the rising population of the country. The per capita income taken on average in the
year 1992 was only five thousand per annum approximately. The increase in number
of population accompanied with decrease in economy is a serious threat to a
developing country like India. Indian economy is unpredictable and that makes
development an even more difficult task. India finds it hard to balance the fast rising
population and the slowly increasing economy. So it is constantly found to be stuck in
the vicious cycle of per capita income which hardly sees or has seen any rise. Not
only the population, but the ethnic and cultural traditions of the country, the number
of religions and cultural norms it supports, the number of geographical variations
have also made the process of development quite a challenging task for the Indian
governance. The socio economic activities and the scarcity of communication also
make any development communication take place in a slow pace in India.
A large number of people live in the rural regions of India and the development of
India depends on eliminating the rural disparities of providing basic deprivations.
There is inequality present in the large number of population that exists. Most of the
people living in the rural areas do not own a land. They usually work for a land lord
for daily wages. These landless farmers constitute a majority of the rural regions who
are deprived of the basic needs. Unless their living condition changes, it is practically
impossible to achieve rural development. On one hand the land is unevenly
distributed, leaving many farmers landless and on the other hand there is under
employment and unemployment in the country. The landless farmers get job in the
landlords‟ farm, but the urban folk have no place to work. This makes the urban life
more miserable. The rural population in the developed states which are below the
poverty line falls below 21 percentage in some states. In some other states, it ranges
above 65 per cent. Majority of the rural population is mostly below the poverty line.
Other aspects of social development also seem to vary between states and also within
states. For example, the female literacy of the country varies from 20 to 86 per cent in
different states. Not just female literacy but also other indicators of development like
nutrition health, hygiene, and many other things also face significant differences
between states of the country. Nutrition for the kids and women in the country, the
nutrition standards which provide healthy livelihood, infant morbidity, female
education and employment, self-development and self-reliance, political
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commitments and public distribution system etc, are the other factors which
contribute to these variations in development from state to state.
The state level comparison of various indicators mentioned here might not give a full
picture of the diversities in the economic development. But these indicators cannot be
left unnoticed as they are important for the development of the state and only when
the state develops it is possible for a country to see development as the states are the
political units of a country. In order to bring a balance in the society and also to take
steps towards development, there are certain indicators which have been designated to
be handled by the state and other indicators of development to be handled by the
centre. They are known as state subjects and concurrent subjects respectively. When
the responsibility lies within the state to take care of the indicators of state level
development, then the state authorities get strong motivation to find out the reason for
finding the lack attention in the relevant field and give their attention to it
accordingly. This helps in identifying the diversity among the nations and also helps
in finding a solution to overcome the diversity. Hence any state level action related to
human development will need the assistance of the state governance to address the
issue related to human livelihood in a place and come up with a possible solution.
As we have read in the previous chapters, the economy of the developing countries
faced severe blows after the Second World War. People in many countries faced
depravation of the basic needs and this forced the study of economic development of
the countries that are under developed. There are numerous studies conducted so far
in India for development of the economy. There were even researches conducted by
methods suggested by UNDP for constructing a concrete economic development.
Though there were many questions and doubts on how to make the policies designed
for economic and rural development reach the target group effectively, there
remained a even bigger question of how to test whether these development policies
have actually reached the rural population or for whom it was intended. For this the
socio economic differentiation related to development has to be first studied. For this
it is important to first understand the different variables which affect growth in a
country, in relation to the states. The change may be either direct or indirect. Indian
subcontinent is a land of unity in diversity. It has a very vast geographical area and
wide structure which gives rise to eco social disparities. Such as structure is best
studied and understood as a region than as a state or a country. This gives a better
understanding of the situation and the present condition. The country is divided into
five different regions of 16 major states, which contains more than ninety five percent
of the population. The Northern region is comprised of four states: Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, and Rajasthan; western region is comprised of two states:
Maharashtra and Gujarat; eastern region is comprised of four states: West Bengal,
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Assam, Orissa and Bihar; and the central region is comprised of two states: Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh; and finally southern region is comprised of four states:
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka.
Development is seen as a multi-dimensional phenomenon which includes various
aspects like the level of modernization, level of livelihood of the people living in the
rural regions, level of education health and hygiene, communication, quality of
houses the people live, the quality of food available, the electricity facility etc. All
these factors are interconnected and it is not possible to leave one variable for another
to find out the true impact. The differences created by these variables are also not
uniform in the socio economic development context. Instead of studying the
differentiation of a particular variable, a composite index based on several indicators
is being developed. The states are then arranged according to the indices derived.
Though this seems to be the most logical way to measure development, it is also
important to note that this method has not been widely used and not so widely
endorsed too. The non-availability of modernization measures may be a reason for
this non endorsement.
4.3 DATA ANALYSIS AS FACTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
4.3.1 Statistics And Its Importance In Generating Evidence of Development
Statistics is an important branch of science which supports theories with facts and
evidences. The World Bank quotes that statistics are the evidence on which the
policies for a state or a country are built. They are the foundations for any change
- economic or political. Statistics is very necessary for the constructive growth of
a country. The data provided by statistics, helps the government and the policy
makers to set the desired goal and achieve its target. It also helps in monitoring
the progress of the policies that are set for development. If statistics is not done
then there would be no way to ensure the development process. The process of
development will have no destination if there is no statistical data on where it is
heading to. Statistics also helps the policy makers to learn the pros and cons of
their ideas and gives a chance to correct them. it can also be helpful to the public
at large by providing the data which helps the identify whether the ideas of the
policy makers are really working out and it can give them a chance to question
them if they are deviating from the desired effect.
Statistics involves collection of data and analyzing it. It then interprets the data in
a scientific way which helps in effective presentation of the facts. The data and
the results collected from statistics are very reliable. This branch of science
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converts raw data into meaningful information and presents the facts using
various tools of analysis. The raw data is processed to useful information which
can help in decision making. Statistics is a very important tool o research which
helps in arriving at a definite conclusion. Today statistics is used to arrive at a
decision in various fields that involve decision making. The data provided by
statistics are so accurate which also helps in prediction f the future from the
available data in hand. Thus it gives rise to evidence based policies which can
help to reach the people with effective ideas and strategies for development.
Statistics is used in various field today like commerce, trade, industry, economics,
biology, astronomy, health, medicine etc. this is because of the accurate data they
provide which help the policy makers to come up with evidence based policies
for the development of the country. Hence statistics finds its application in every
field of development.
There are different branches of statistics which can be used efficiently for
different departments, so that the results can be got accurately. One branch of
statistics or the data collected and analysed using a particular statistical method
for a particular department might not be the same for other departments. The
analysis of data or sometimes even the collection of data may differ from segment
to segment. Hence there are specialized methods to measure development of each
branch in statistics, making its presence even more efficient and necessary.
Statistics is made easier with the help of advanced technology like modern
computers and internet nowadays. Hence large numbers of data are processed in
just few seconds and the results are also authentic. It has also made new methods
which can help process data that are impossible to perform manually at a faster
rate. Statistics continue to be an area in which active research takes place with
accurate data and also analyzing the big data easily.
4.3.2 Role of Data In Planning And Evaluating Development Activities
The role of statistics in national development is very crucial as it data which
describes the reality of the people in their everyday lives. In a country like India
which is in the process of development, the importance of statistics is well
understood, as there are development schemes coming up very often to meet the
growing demands of through people and also to take the country towards
development. The socio economic life of the people is calculated only with statistical
data. The advancements in the field of statistics can help a lot in national welfare. For
sustainable development to take place, we need accurate, reliable and timely data that
can give us minute details of progress. This data is also needed for formulation of
strong ideas and policies which can foster development in the society. The decision
making and development plans of the government are based on the statistical data
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provided. This also gives ideas for new programmes to be launched and also to find
the gaps in the present ideas. The development plans become more focused in this
way. The United Nations consider statistics as a path finder of development and
solution provider to problems related to development policies of a country at a
particular point of time.
The economic policies of the country along with the complex interactions with other
variables or sectors of development in a country can give rise to macroeconomic
models in future that can pave way for progress. Such a macro level construction of
economic model is possible only if the data of development are available in the
specified period of time. The information available must also be reliable. Thus the
vital role of statistics in the process of development cannot be overlooked or it cannot
be under estimated too. The GDP of a nation, the poverty ratio, the per capita income
of a country, the number of landless farmers and landlords in a rural region, the
number of health issues and other related issues of development can be measured
only by the statistical data. Further, the availability of timely data can be helpful for
the implementation of the policy framework in a developing country. The availability
of data of the population in a country and also about the type of population is
different regions plays a very crucial role in nation development. The information
available through data is used for the planning of budget in the country. It gives an
idea about which area has to be concentrated more on development. It also gives an
idea of the lack of resources in a particular sector and can help in allocating budget
for it. It can also provide data on the different variable that are present within a state
which can be a hindrance to development. Hence more focus can be given by the
governing members to fill the gap created in that particular region. Data from
statistics is used for allocating houses for the homeless, allocating lands for the
landless, providing electricity facility to the places which are deprived of those basic
needs and it setting up small scale cottage industries of the rural regions thereby
helping to build their self-confidence. This makes them self-reliant. It can also help
in allocating budget for other areas of development and also to experiment with a
small area any plans of development on a small scale so that if the success ratio is
large it can be implemented in a large scale.
The preparation of the union budget also mainly depends on the statistical data of the
country on various aspects of development. This can help in estimating the budget for
different segments and also for analysing the revenue for each department. A good
statistics help in the delivery of basic services and makes planning and budgeting
more transparent and accountable in policy making decisions. A transparent
economy will help in good governance which can enable the people to judge the
power of their government. It can also help them in questioning the government if
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their policies are contrary to the statistical data provided. Let us take an example of
the budget allocated for pension schemes. When the government plans for a pension
scheme it can foresee how many members will benefit under the scheme and what is
the cost that will be needed for the proper use and implementation of the scheme.
This can be done with the statistical data of the given population available with the
government. Hence data and statistics are the most important part of development of
a nation. It can keep track of the use of funds in development and the outcomes of
development using the fund, thus enabling us to find whether development has
actually happened.
Monitoring the schemes of development given by the government is mandatory, as it
helps in understanding whether the plans have worked out as such. To measure this
data is a convenient and reliable tool. It also helps in assisting in development of
future plans. This is why, researchers and economic experts constantly emphasise the
role of data in development planning. The data serve as performance indicators to test
the variables of development in the different rural regions and also in the nonagricultural sectors. It serves to impact on the policy of the specified programmes
which ensure quality of life to the people. Many developing countries which
constitute more than half of the rural population in their states, try to frame national
policy frameworks which can help in lifting the standard of livelihood of their
villages. They try to reduce poverty and bring out strategic measures in their
planning. To highlight these policy frameworks, there is a strong need for statistical
data which help in diagnosing the poverty in a country or particularly in a region or
village. It can also help in identifying where the poor people are and why they are
poor. It further can explain what are their day to day activities are made up of. The
data gives an insight on where the resources are available most and also the type of
resources available. For example, a particular region may have lot of natural
resources and another region might have lot of human resources. In such a case, the
statistical data can help in examining the resources available and also plan the
utilization of the resources effectively by helping each other. In short it can help in
achieving the targets that are aimed by the policies.
Let us take the case study of Sri Lanka. In the year 2005, the government of Sri
Lanka, integrated with the Department of Census and Statistics and conducted a
survey to study the poverty in the country at the divisional secretariat level. The
census and statistics department used the data of the census survey in the year 2001
and the household and income expenditure survey which was conducted in the year
2002. The results showed that poverty was heterogeneously distributed. Some areas
had surplus wealth and on the other hand some areas were prevalent with poverty. It
was also shocking to find that the poverty difference between the country‟s capital
Colombo and the least poor district in the country was only six per cent. The results
also showed that poverty existed in most of the major substantial districts. Using this
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data the poverty map was drawn in Sri Lanka which marked the regions of poverty
and policies were designed strategically to eradicate this problem. The map showed
the success of the census and statistics department as they came up with the new map
marking poverty. This model was then followed by few other developing countries
that also used the census and statistics department and the data from house income
and expenditure survey to find out whether previously marked areas of poverty are
still persisting and whether new areas of poverty have emerged. It also helped the
government to understand whether their policy implications are really working and
also to estimate the rate at which they were successful.
4.3.3 Statistics and Global Monitoring
Economic development is directly connected to the economic well-being of the
citizens as it is measured as the ratio of economic development in the regions of a
country. There indicators of development which the statisticians include to measure
development are reduction in poverty, increase in the literacy rate of the country,
increasing life expectancy, reduction in infant morbidity, rise in the standard of living
of the people and many more. The economic development of a country is not an
autonomous body. Development can be achieved only with the support of the whole
nation. It requires contribution from the economists, the politicians and also the NonGovernmental Organizations. There are also various types of macroeconomic and
socio-cultural indicators of development used by statisticians and economists to
measure the economic advancement in a given region or nation.
The World development indicators are identified from the International sources of
global estimates which include National, Regional and global indicators. This is done
annually by the World Bank, for development at the international level. The
Millennium development goals (MDG) have developed a list of indicators which acts
as measures for development. The indicators have to meet the needs of the state or the
region so that they can contribute to development. These indicators in turn rely on the
data provided by the statistics department to know their strengths and weakness.
Hence statistics is employed to monitor the progress of the nation towards the
internationally agreed Millennium development goals. The millennium development
goals have created a power political will needed for good governance. The goals
provide a focus for both the governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations. But
as discussed earlier, the data to measure the existing condition and also to measure
the success or failure of any policy is crucial to take the first step. The information
provided by the data in needed to measure national and international targets.
The millennium development goals were a great success as they used reliable data
from the statistics department and made considerable changes. Soon other countries
also started to follow the millennium development goals by using the statistical data
which are based on evidence. The countries integrated the goals of Millennium
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development along with the department of census and statistics and looked after the
priorities of the nation. The Non-Governmental organizations also used this data to
reach out to the needs of the society and worked for its development. With this data it
was possible for every country to focus on their individual need rather than planning
collectively. This kind of planning helped in better development of the country and
the world at large rather than collective planning which resulted in les development
with more investment. The data collected enabled the governance to focus more on
the need and identify their gaps in the development process and cater to that particular
need alone. In this way, the development plans were also cost effective and also had
better results.
The reliable data provided by statistics allowed the country to weigh its own progress
and see for itself whether it has achieved its target or the millennium goals. After the
success of the millennium development goals, the governments all over the world are
now trying to set up a new set of sustainable development goals. The Sustainable
development goals will continue to fight against extreme poverty and also will focus
on homogenous development. It will also look after the environmental development
eco sustainability. Good governance will add more success to these policy
implications and thereby achieving targets in all the indicators of success at a faster
rate. It is important to note that when we talk about development no field should be
left unnoticed and not even a single person. Statistical data does this job effectively.
As the entire world is moving towards progress to meet the goals of sustainable
development, the need for data mobilisation and create revolution among people so
that progress is monitored continuously. Only this can lead to sustainable
development as they can constantly keep a check on the government projects which
are aimed at development. More diverse, integrated, timely and trustworthy
information can lead to better decision-making and real-time citizen feedback. This in
turn enables individuals, public and private institutions, and companies to make
choices that are good for them and for the world they live in. Due to the rising
increase on reliable data, there has also been innovative methods development in the
field of statistics to ensure that data is reaching the concerned department without any
flaw in it. This ensures sustainable development through the year. The usage of the
right tools to measure the development in policies, to measure the correct investments
which can enhance the livelihood of the citizens are possible with the high frequency
data on sustainable development throughout the world.
The expert advisory group have highlighted on the easy availability of the new data
collection tools and monitoring technologies for sustainable growth. These latest
technologies in the field of statistics will surely enable the national statistical offices
and the international community‟s ability to evaluate the development programmes.
Additionally they can also inform the target audience the purpose of their design and
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how they are implemented. In the beginning when there was limited usage of
technology, collection of data seemed to be a hard and tedious process. But now with
numerous data collection techniques and advancements in the field of science, the
process of data collection even in vast number is made possible. The satellite images,
the data from mobile devises, the biometric data etc have given lot of data which are
designed for various programmes. For example, the images from the satellite can be
used to understand the quality of air universally, the quality of forest that we have, the
condition of our water beds etc. This data can help in making necessary planning for
the future accordingly. Data collected on mobile platforms reduces the cost and time
of data collection to a large extent. Furthermore it also improves accuracy of the data.
This has led to many innovative developments in the process of survey. It is
interesting to see the advancements of technology which enable the citizens of a
country to provide data by themselves. For example, they are asked to give the
feedback of the quality of the services that is given to them by a particular sector both
by the government and private organizations. These designed can enable new
approaches towards data collection and analysis. These innovative methods can help
in reducing the cost of monitoring the sustainable development goals over a period of
time.
4.3.4 Importance of reliable and up to date accessible database
The importance of data in the accessing development is well known now. They are
the foundation for accountability and decision making. Without the correct data base,
monitoring and evaluating effective policies of the government is a difficult task. At
the same time a poor quality data can also give misleading results. They can even lead
to drastic waste of money and time. Hence the data collected should be compiled
correctly following standard practices of data collection and analysis. They must meet
the needs of the policy makers as well as the citizens. A framework of quality
assistance is needed to ensure quality of data collected. Data should be classified
using commonly agreed criteria and quality benchmarks.
Nowadays there are lot of data collection techniques available with the advent of new
technology. The statistical systems are empowered and highly resourced today so that
they can quickly collect data and disseminate it in both qualitative and quantitative
ways by applying globally approved codes of evaluation. This can again help a lot in
policy planning, warning against natural disasters and crisis and most important of all
to evaluate the quality of services provided.
Improved data collection can also save the cost of collecting data. For example,
satellite and remote sensing capabilities can improve the quality of agricultural
statistics rather than collecting data through surveys. As these potential savings
emerge and the quality of statistics improves, priorities for investment in statistics
may change. New methods of data collection and analysis based on new technologies
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may replace or reduce the cost of traditional methods. Researches in the area of
statistics indicate that the data collection systems can further be improved with all
advancements in technology.
It has to be also kept in mind that the statistical data are the goods of the public. They
are available for all. But at the same time it has to be understood that lot of money has
been spent in collecting data but it can be disseminated very soon by open access
systems. To be effective, statistical systems must have legitimacy backed up by
legislation that provides both the safeguards of confidentiality for the providers of
raw data and assurances of integrity and accessibility for users. Improved data
sources, better statistical methods, new technologies and strengthened statistical
systems enable better decisions that eventually result in better lives for all of us.

4.4 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Explain the role of statistical data in sustainable development.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. State the importance of reliable and up to date data base.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. Explain the role of Data in planning developmental activities.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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