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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After raeding of this chapter the learners will konow about

To know the process of Capitalist development, how the concept capitalism
emerged and played a greater role in economic activities.



To know about the development of modern agricultural practices in the context
of agrarian revolution.



To have an idea on technological changes that led to the rise of
industrialisation.



To learn about the impact of industrialisation in socio-economic and political
life in England.
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1.2

INTRODUCTION

The idea of the modern world has been understood significantly through economic
changes that occurred everywhere and more particularly in European states. It was
economic activities and changes that played a greater role in the prosperity of the
nations like England, Germany and many other European countries in eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. We gradually found significant changes in the mode of
productions in both agricultural and industrial sectors that had great effects on the
economy, society, politics and every aspects of human life. The economic changes
were instrumental in revolutionising the society. The age old feudal economic
structure based on traditional mode of production was replaced by industrial and
capitalist mode of production. Surplus agricultural production, development of trade
and commerce and subsequently industry based capitalist economy significantly
changed the lives of the people. There was a process of capitalist development in the
form of agricultural and industrial advancement.
1.3

PROCESS OF CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT

The process of capitalist development had passed through different stages. Before
going into details we have to understand what is Capital or Capitalism or a Capitalist
system. Capitalism is a historical phenomenon. It grew over a larger period of time.
The term ‘Capital’ (Capitale, from the Latin world Caput for head) was first emerged
in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, denoting stocks of merchandise, sums of money
and money carrying interest. Generally the term capital is understood as money wealth
of a firm or a merchant. From eighteenth century onwards the term ‘capital’ is more
popularly used by economists and economic historians in their writings and it is also a
common idea that occupied the common minds. Capital is an asset which can generate
an income flow for its owner. The noun ‘capitalist’ probably dates from the midseventeenth century to refer to owner of capital.
A capitalist system implies that property is predominantly in private hands and the
allocation of goods, services and factors of production (land, labour and capital) is
made mainly through market mechanisms, with capitalists responding to profit signals,
workers to wage incentives and consumers to prices. Capitalist achievements are made
through a process of innovation and accumulation. Capitalism was developed on the
foundation of expanding market economy during late medieval and early modern
Europe especially with the development of cities, guilds and merchants houses etc.
Investment was the major vehicle in which capitalism sustained. The process of
capitalist development was solely based on investment of capital in agricultural and
industrial sectors. But before that there was development of commercial capitalism.

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

2

Marxist historians have identified different stages of capitalism like commercial
capitalism, agrarian capitalism, industrial capitalism and state capitalism.
1.4 DIFFERENT STAGES OF CAPITALISM
The first stage i.e. Commercial Capitalism indicates to capital accumulation through
mercantile activities, out of the profit of merchants what the merchants had invested in
various economic activities. It was a process of development in sixteenth to eighteenth
century. The second stage i.e., Agrarian Capitalism also developed in the same period.
Capital accumulated from the agricultural production or agricultural surplus.
Sometimes agrarian capitalism metamorphosed fully in to Commercial capitalism i.e.,
investment of entire surplus accumulated from agriculture in to commerce. The third
stage is Industrial capitalism. Here the capital was invested in the field of modern
technology that marked in the form of emergence of machine industries in eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. Sometimes capital accumulated from both commerce and
agriculture invested in industrial sector and paved the path for the rise of industrial
capitalism. Forth stage of capitalism i.e., State Capitalism is a system under which
state takes over and exploits means of production in the interest of the people. It
promotes state collectivisation, without the benefit of any particular class.
Thus we found different stages of capitalist development. Every stage is closely
related and contributed for the development of capitalist system. But the process of
capitalist development was mostly contributed by Agricultural and Industrial
Revolution that started in England and developed in other European countries in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
1.5 AGRARIAN REVOLUTION
Two great revolutions took place in England and other European countries in the late
eighteenth century which largely affected the socio-economic life of the people were
Agrarian revolution and Industrial revolution. As various significant changes did take
place in the agricultural system which resulted in more and abundant agricultural
production and came to be known as Agrarian revolution. Initially it was started in
England and subsequently we found its repercussion in other European countries.
Agricultural system witnessed many changes especially introduction of new
implements and technologies, organisation of larger farms, fresh measures of taming
the animals etc. All these changes in the sphere of agriculture brought extensive
improvement in agricultural production.
Earlier, in the old system of agricultural practices, many defects were prevalent. Every
year one-third part of the land was left untilled with the belief that it could regain its
fertility. Again agricultural lands of the farmers were mostly remained divided into
scattered pieces due to various factors, which is known as fragmentation of land
holding. The agricultural tools and implements were also primitive types and even that
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was also not available sufficiently. The seeds sowing system was also very old and
traditional. All these factors affected the agricultural production and people often
became the victims of food problem due to increase in population and hazards of
natural calamities. There was need of reform in agricultural system and that need was
mated out by Agrarian revolution in England, Germany and other European countries.
1.6 CHANGES IN THE SYSTEM OF AGRICULTURE IN ENGLAND
The population of England increased rapidly in the eighteenth century that led to the
shortage of food grain in the country. And the old system of agriculture was not in a
position to provide food security to the people. Therefore there was need of new
method of agriculture to improve agricultural production. Again due to industrial
revolution or adoption of machinery in manufacturing sectors, the small scale
industries like cottage industries and handicrafts received a severe blow that created
unemployment for weavers and artisans. The need to employ these unemployed
artisans in agricultural sector also boosted agrarian revolution. Again invention of new
agricultural technologies and machines added to the development of agriculture.
So many people were responsible for agrarian revolution in England such as Sir
Robert Western, Jethro Tull, Lord Townshend, Robert Backwell, Sir Arthur Young
and many others, who by their new ideas and invention revolutionised agriculture. Sir
Robert Western had written a book entitled ‘Discourse on Husbandry’. In this book he
has discussed about introduction new crops like artificial grasses or roots to preserve
the fertility of the soil. This idea of Robert Western replaced the old three-field system
where one third of land was left untilled to regain its fertility. Again this practice of
grass cultivation solved the problem of fodder for animals and helped in agrarian
development.
Lord Townshend made several experiments in the agricultural sector. He personally
practised Robert Western’s theory and got success and made the common people
convinced about that. Again he himself experimented the crop rotation system and
found that in the rotation system the fertility of the land is retains. The crop rotation
also enhanced the production of different types of crops and it became a popular
agricultural practice.
Robert Bakewell also contributed for enrichment of farmers. He made experiments on
improvement of the condition of domesticated animals and ultimately succeeded in
breeding a new kind of sheep called New Leicester, the name of the breed was so
given as he experimented at Leicestershire. Besides sheep, he also improved the breed
of cows, calves and goats. The experiments of Bakewell proved beneficial for farmers.
Sir Arthur Young was a famous agricultural reformer. He studied various agricultural
problems by visiting different parts of the country. After active involvement in
agricultural field he edited a magazine entitled ‘Annals of Agriculture’ to spread his
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experience of agriculture. Many Farmer’s Clubs and Agricultural Societies were
founded by him. He had established a Board of Agriculture and acted as its director.
He declared that as long as the fields were scattered it is very difficult to provide them
a scientific base. He advocated for the consolidation system of agricultural lands and it
was due to his efforts Encloser Act was passed. Travelyan has described him as the
‘Prophet of new agriculture’.
Thus many changes were brought in agricultural fields that revolutionised the
agricultural practices in England.
1.7 EFFECTS OF THE AGRARIAN REVOLUTION:
Due to agrarian revolution the socio-economic life of the people was considerably
changed to a great extent. The following effects were generally noticeable in England:
Increase in Income:
As a result of agrarian revolution there was increase in agricultural production which
made the farmers economically prosperous. Due to adoption of new techniques and
ideas it was not only agriculture but also the condition of animals improved which
ultimately enriched peasantry and it gradually made the country wealthy and
prosperous.
Importance of Agriculture Increased:
Increase in agricultural production attracted large number of people towards
agriculture. It was one of the main sources of economic prosperity. The British
government decided that only a person having agricultural income of 600 pounds in
the country could be the Member of Parliament. This decision had also a great impact
on agricultural development.
New Basis of Agriculture:
Agrarian revolution encouraged the people to invest their capital in agriculture.
Because of the procurement of agricultural technology and machines a lot of money
was needed in agricultural sector and many small landlords invested their money and
eventually became big landlords as a result of agrarian revolution.
Encouraged Industrial Revolution:
The big farmers or estate-holder (landlords) got huge economic benefit due to increase
in agricultural production. Ultimately they invested their capital for industrial
development which was accumulated from agricultural profit. The surplus capital
generated from agricultural sector was invested in industrial sector, thus the necessary
capital for rapid growth of industrial revolution was available in England and later in
other European countries. Thus agrarian revolution directly or indirectly promoted
industrial revolution in late eighteenth and early nineteenth century.
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Curse of Enclosure Act
Enclosure Act promoted consolidation of agricultural land as a result of which it was
only big or wealthy farmers who got the benefit of the Act by accumulating large area
of land under their possession. The poor farmers were exploited by the big farmers. As
a result of which the rich farmers became richer and the poor farmers became poorer.
Enhancement of Poverty and Unemployment
Due to agrarian revolution generally we found a negative picture of the poor farmers
as they were subjected to poverty and unemployment. The new agricultural
implements and measures were only suitable for the rich farmers. The poor farmers
could not afford the new implements. Due to Innovation of agricultural technology and
machine and their application, poor farmers and agricultural labourer were deprived of
their engagement in agricultural fields, which increase poverty and unemployment in
the rural society.
Thus in spite of many merits and demerits agrarian revolution brought many changes
in agricultural system in England and proved beneficial for the country.
1.8 AGRICULTURE IN GERMANY
Agrarian revolution of England had a great impact on other European countries and so
also in Germany. The new technologies and ideas on agriculture and animal
husbandry were widely accepted by the farmers of Germany. The transformation in
German agriculture was started in early decades of nineteenth century and was largely
accomplished by 1830 in the Western provinces and by 1840 in the Eastern provinces.
As Germany was under feudal system, the process of agricultural advancement was
comparatively started little late.
Due to political dismemberment of German states, agricultural development was not
similar in Germany. There was no uniform rule and law, as a result of which
agricultural development did not affect in the same level in entire Germany. But
slowly and gradually all German states adopted the technological innovation in
agricultural activities. Earlier in the areas of high natural fertility areas wheat, barley,
sugar beets, maize etc. were widely cultivated. The poor soil of North German plain
and Central German uplands were traditionally used for growing rye, oats, potatoes
and fodder beets. But technological changes due to agrarian revolution altered
traditional pattern of German agriculture. For example, sugar beets formerly confined
to Northern plain and Central German upland was much more wide spread after
technological application. Use of chemical fertilisers further encouraged agricultural
production. Growing of fruits, vegetables, animal husbandry etc. were also
encouraged. In Germany agricultural production increased three fold during the
nineteenth century, while German population increased by a factor of 2.3. Germany
was almost completely self-sufficient in foodstuff by 1850. German farmers produced
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a surplus of food grains, wool and timber for export. Due to impact of Agrarian
Revolution agricultural productivity went on rising in Germany.
1.9 INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
By the early 1770s, the economic and social conditions were in place and created
fertile ground for the industrial revolution to explode on the world economy. As we
have discussed earlier in the portion of capitalist development, the capitalist system
allows rich people to invest their capital in different projects or industries to make
more money. Due to prosperity of trade and commerce and agrarian revolution, the
profit accumulated from commerce and agriculture was invested in the industries by
the capitalists. Factory system was transformed due to new invention and emergence
of new technology. This process was also started in England. There was replacement
of handicrafts by power-driven machinery. The emergence of industries with new
invention and technology is known as Industrial Revolution. The industrial revolution
is very much significant in the history of England.
1.10 CAUSES OF INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN ENGLAND
So many factors that led to the beginning of industrialisation in England were as
follows:
Development of Trade:
In the modern age particularly in the eighteenth century many European countries
carried out extensive trade activities with different countries of Asia, Africa and
America. Among all European countries, it was England and English people
developed their trade activities by dint of courage and hard work and made their
country economically prosperous. They established colonies in other continents and
the English colonies played a crucial role in the development of trade and commerce.
The capital accumulated from commerce was invested in industrial development.
Availability of Coal and Iron:
Coal and iron were the integral part of industrial development. In England both coal
and iron was available in the mines of North West of England. It helped a lot in the
making of machines and in the production of various items. The availability of various
natural resources like coal and iron encouraged the industrial development in England.
Strategic Geographical Location:
England is surrounded by sea and there were many natural harbours in the coastline of
England. English government also constructed so many ports. It provided ample
opportunities to British traders who very easily imported raw materials and exported
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industrial goods. The traders of England took full advantage of this facility provided
by the nature to their country.
Powerful Naval Force of England:
As the country is surrounded by sea, England had a strong naval force. The naval
power of England helped the merchants of England to carry their goods to any place as
a result of which export and import activities were largely facilitated. Other European
countries did not possess such facility for quite long time. England remained as the
‘mistress of seas’ and her trade and commerce flourished before the other European
powers.
Influence of Agrarian Revolution:
Before Industrial revolution, Agrarian revolution took place in England. Due to
application of machines and technologies in agricultural production, large numbers of
people were found out of employment. These unemployed people could be made
available in the factories at a very cheap rate of remuneration. This was one of the
great factors of industrial revolution. Further the agricultural profit was invested in
industrial sectors and this process also encouraged industrialisation in England.
Role of British Colonies:
The British colonies established in different countries helped a lot in the industrial
development of England. The colonies were served as the suppliers of raw materials
for British industries and consumers of industrially manufactured goods. The raw
materials were procured in a cheaper price, where as the industrially manufactured
goods were sold in higher prices, thus the British capitalists were benefited in both the
ways.
New Inventions:
New inventions were made by some eminent British scientists to bring improvement
in industrial production. Some important inventions were like Flying Shuttle by John
Key in 1733, Spinning Jenny by James Hargreaves in 1765, Spinning Mule by Samuel
Crompton in 1779, Power Loom by Cartwright in 1785, the Cotton Jin by Whitney in
1793, Steam Engine by James Watt in 1776 etc. had made the industrial revolution
possible in England.
Development of New Means of Transportation:
The import of raw materials, surplus production of British industries gave rise to the
problem of transportation. First of all road-making was started by a Scottish engineers
and later on roads were constructed all over the country. Water routes facilitated
transportation of heavy materials. Canal transportation also encouraged and generally
used for internal trade. All these types of transportation system encouraged industrial
revolution in England.
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1.11 EFFECTS OF INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
Industrial revolution had brought many changes in economic, social and political life
of the people of England. The economic condition of England was significantly
changed due to industrial revolution. Earlier England was regarded as a agricultural
country but industrial revolution made her a great industrial power. The capitalist class
monopolised the industrial activities. Industrialisation increased the national wealth
which enabled England to meet the requirement of her growing population. As many
new machine industries were established in the country, there was decline of
handicrafts and small scale industries. Due to this large number of artisans and
craftsmen lost their profession and eventually became agricultural and industrial
labourers. This created a big gap in the society between wealthy and poor class people.
The English society was divided in to two sections like the Capitalist and the Working
class. The capitalist used to lead a comfortable life while the working class lead their
lives with utmost poverty and misery. There was no fixed hour for the labourer in the
industries. Again industrialisation increased pollution which adversely affected the
health condition of industrial workers. With the industrial revolution there was
emergence of so many industrial towns in England. It let to rapid enhancement of
population. Industrial revolution had a great role in its politics also. The rich
industrialist people began to purchase votes in order to achieve the membership of
parliament. To safeguard their own interest they began to violet the interest of
common people. Labour problem created disturbances and many revolts had occurred
which disturbed the political condition. Industrial revolution also gave rise to the
principle of Imperialism. With many merits and demerits, the industrial revolution had
played a great role in the social, economic and political life of the people of England.
1.12 CAPITALISM IN GERMANY
From the beginning Germany was politically divided and industrially backward.
Germany was an agricultural country. German people were very much conservative
and were quite reluctant to adopt industrial techniques. The lack of political unity in
German states and frequent war and rivalry prevented the accumulation of capital.
Further Germany lacked commercial policy and advanced banking system that delayed
the process of Capitalism in Industrialisation. The industrial sector in Germany was
developed after the formation of Zollverein, i.e. custom union in 1819. Again
Germany got war indemnity from Austria after Austro-Prussian war which enhanced
its capitalist development. But it was more visible after the unification of German
states in 1871. After 1871 Germany fully entered to an era of rapid industrialisation
and began to capture world market. It is a common fact that capitalism in Germany
developed due to rapid industrialisation. Development of transport and communication
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system, state owned factories, Prussian and Saxan porcelain factories, Federal states
iron work etc. contributed for the growth of capitalism. Many corporate companies
were also founded for public utilities. Both public and private sectors developed the
process of capitalism in Germany.
1.13 INDUSTRIALISATION IN GERMANY
Industrialisation in Germany had started in mid-eighteenth century. As Germany was
politically fragmented, German people did not possess the quality of mobility,
communication and cooperation etc. that delayed the process of industrialisation in
Germany. As late as 1848 the 36 (thirty six) states now called Germany were
practically feudal states. There were very few capitalist people in Germany. This was
the time when English capitalist class had not only formed the liberal party but had
used that party against the landlords to obtain what they have called ‘Free Trade’.
Most of the Germans were small traders, shopkeepers, artisans and peasants. But in
many such circumstances also Germany gradually achieved industrialisation. In the
line of England, Germany applied the English technologies in their factories. Besides
Germany concentrated on technical education, improvement in transportation,
application of science etc. that ultimately resulted in development of industrialisation.
A great contribution was also came from Banking system that provided necessary
capital for industries that accelerated the process of industrialisation. The formation of
Zollverein also played a great role. Under the leadership of Prussia (the leading
German state) Zollverein broke down the existing trade barriers among various
German states. It provided a free trade market all over Germany. Development of free
trade helped in industrial activities. After 1850 Germany witnessed rapid industrial
development. Slowly but gradually so many German industries began to compete with
many British industrial products in the second half of nineteenth century and after that.
1.14 NEW DISCOVERY IN GERMANY
The discovery of new materials, mew chemicals, new means of communication in the
second half of the nineteenth century widely contributed to the process of
industrialisation in Germany. Because of new discoveries Germany was able to
overcome most of the problem what she had confronted in the beginning of
industrialisation. A new phase was marked in industrialisation with the introduction of
electricity. Invention of Dynamo played a dynamic role in supplying electricity
whenever necessary. Electricity was used in urban transport, lighting and also in
industry. In a very less period of time Germany over took England, though England
started application of electricity initially. Germany evolved as the most advanced
country in electronic energy. Industrialisation further advanced when gas and oil
began to be used to run the machinery. There was abundance of coal and iron in
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Germany and by 1870 the production of coal and iron reached its zenith. Several
textile mills were established there in between 1850 and 1880. There was
improvement in transportation system. By 1862 the length of good quality road in
Germany was about 18,000 miles. Mechanisation of new industries also continued
with new technologies that led to development of industrialisation in Germany.
Unification of Germany in 1871 promoted more industrialisation. After 1871 capital
investment increased rapidly and within a short period Germany became an industrial
rival of England. Germany left all countries in behind in use of chemicals in
agriculture science and steel industries. New administration in Germany began to
develop infrastructure for industrial development. Thus in Germany industrialisation
was possible with all such factors like- availability of capitals, raw materials,
development of transport and communication system especially roads and railways,
invention and use of new technologies and machines etc. that made Germany a
industrially developed country.
1.15 LET US SUM UP
The rise of commercial activities in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries led to the
rise of capitalism. The age old feudal economy was replaced by advanced economic
activities with external trade and introduction of new technology in the field of
agricultural and industrial production. The economic changes were instrumental in
revolutionising the society. The traditional mode of production was considered
outdated and was rejected. Rise of capitalism led to the rise of agrarian and industrial
revolution. Originated in England both agrarian and industrial revolution spread to the
whole of Europe within a short period and significantly changed the socio economic
and political life of people of Europe and had great repercussion for the people of Asia
and Africa, which were colonies as result of European imperialism .
1.16 KEY WORDS
Capital – an amount of money that invested for making more money
Agrarian- Connected with farming
Industry – Factory that produce goods
Technology – Scientific knowledge or equipments
Zollverein – Custom union in Germany
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1.17 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1- Discuss various stages of capitalism in European context.
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................
2- What were the changes that brought in agricultural sector during agrarian
revolution?
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................
3- Write a short note on agrarian condition of Germany.
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................
4- Why did industrial revolution first start in England?
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................
5- What were the major inventions that led to the rise of Industrial revolution?
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................
6- Write a short note on industrialisation in Germany.
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................
1.17 SUGGESTED READINGS:
Toynbee, Arnold, The Industrial Revolution in England.
Heaton, H, An Economic History of Europe.
Habakkuk, H.G and M. Postan (ed.) The Industrial Revolution and After.
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UNIT-2 EVOLUTION OF SOCIAL CLASSES: LAND
OWNERS, PEASANTRY, BOURGEOISIE AND
PROLETARIAT
Structure
2.1 Objectives
2.2 Introduction
2.3 Land Owners
2.4 Peasantry
2.5 Bourgeoisie
2.6 Petty Bourgeoisie or Lower Middle Class
2.7 Proletariat
2.8 Let Us Sum UP
2.9 Key Words
2.10 Check your Progress
2.11 Suggested Reading
2.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES


The objectives of the present topic are:



To differentiate the process which brought about the integration of different
classes of Europe in to the capitalist economy.



To discuss the nature and characteristic of different social classes.



To know the impact of capitalism in the evolution of social classes

2.2 INTRODUCTION
Analysis of social classes of eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Europe with different
issues such as emergence of different social classes, class structures and changes in
those class structures etc. Are key to understand capitalism and mode of production. It
was the capitalist economy that led to the division of many social classes in the
European society. Generally it was industrial capitalism brought some dynamic
changes in the society. The pattern of life and ethics came to be increasingly
dominated by the capitalist ethos. Before eighteenth and nineteenth centuries or more
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particularly before the advent of capitalism social classes were based on on nature of
works like ruling class, priestly class, knights, military elites, farmers, artisans etc. But
with the advent of capitalism economic factors led to the emergence of social classes
like capitalist and non capitalist classes. The main classes in capitalism were the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. However, other classes such as landlords, peasantry,
petty bourgeoisie etc. were also existed in the nineteenth century European society.
2.3 LAND OWNERS
In the process of capitalist development that took place in eighteenth and nineteenth
century, it was landed property played a dynamic role. Although commercial capital
and industrial capital had a great share in the capitalist development, in maximum
parts of Europe landed property continued as the principal form of wealth until the
first half of nineteenth century. The big land owners or so called landlords continued
to exercise their political power. Slowly but gradually they became integrated into
growing capitalism in agriculture and industry with which their social and economic
dominance was transformed. But we find some distinct characteristics of landed
classes in different countries of Europe.
The landed classes in England were initially changed the basis of their economy.
There were dynamic changes that marked in the economic pattern in England which
brought economic prosperity in seventeenth and eighteenth centuries such as increased
foreign trade, agrarian revolution, sheep farming, expansion of textile, mining and ship
building etc. It was the landed aristocracy that got most profit from these changes as
they were mostly acted as investors. The entire process of restructuring along lines that
ensured a smooth and profitable integration of landed aristocracy into capitalist
economy and bourgeoisie society was helped along by the political victory of the land
owning gentry in the Glorious Revolution after the English civil war, followed by the
land encloser of eighteenth century. Though minority, the landed aristocracy popular
as nobles owned approximately one-fourth of the land in England. They used to
collect revenue from the land which was under their control. Their landed estates
ranged from fifty acres to few thousands acres. Increasingly they came to invest in
commerce, canal, urban real estate, mines and sometimes industrial ventures, all of
which resulted in smooth transformation of landed aristocracy into modern landlords
deriving their wealth from their capitalist investments. This transformation in to
modern landlords coinsided with a change in the social composition of the landed
gentry, which includes sections of the commercial and industrial bourgeoisie who
invested in land. The law of primogeniture and succession in England further
contributed to the landed element being more open ended. The landed aristocracy
managed to control a large number of seats in the House of Commons apart from
ensuring a decisive role in the polity for the House of Lords, which they fully
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controlled. They had a great dominance in economy and polity of England up to
1880s.
Landed classes in France had too great dominance over economy and polity well in to
the nineteenth century with some different pattern. Two categories of nobility usually
who were land owners found in France, such as nobles of the sword and nobles of the
robe. The former enjoyed privileges deriving from military service where as the later
had gained their titles by serving in bureaucracy or had purchase them. Whatever their
status, all the nobles who owned huge landed estates continued to enjoy feudal
privileges even long after the commercialization of agriculture,
growth of
international trade and commerce and the emergence of a well entrenched bourgeoisie.
The nobility in France never followed the pattern of exerting dominance through
control over land or on the basis of reorganizing agriculture along modern lines. It had
asserted its need for greater revenues in a changing world by reasserting its old feudal
dues. The landed aristocracy in France had a weaker economic position than the
English or the East German landed aristocracy. After the French revolution of 1789 it
lost its preeminence. Its basis and forms of dominance were not so well integrated in
to the Capitalist economy. Its form of dominance were linked to the court and service
particularly during periods that combined constitutionalism and monarchy.
In nineteenth century, capitalist transformation of agriculture was a great economic
process not only in England but also in Eastern Europe especially in German states. In
Prussia, the position of Junkers (big landlords) became much stronger. The feudal
structure of Germany before unification had facilitated it. Landed aristocracy in
German states was more complex in nature. The form of integration in to the capitalist
economy and social structure were different among the landlords of East and West
German states. In the Eastern region the landlords were employer of wage labour in a
more widespread form while in the West their income derived primarily from rent. But
throughout Germany the landlords had dominance in the army, the bureaucracy and in
the political institutions well in to the twentieth century, which was not found among
the landed classes of England and France who earlier conceded their preeminence to
the bourgeoisie.
In some other countries of Central Europe, the landlords retained much of their feudal
character as agriculture continued to be the main sector of the economy. In Russia the
eighteenth century saw what could be called the creation of a new nobility. The landed
aristocracy in Russia continued their dominance over politics, society and economy till
the revolution of 1917. They increasingly employed wage labour, received grand rent
etc. The revolution brought a significant change in the landed ownership as there was
dissolution of landed estates and distribution of land to the peasantry dealt a final blow
to them and destroyed their preeminence in the social and political sphere. Thus we
found some diverse pattern of land ownership in different parts of Europe especially in
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eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and the land owners had a great dominance in
different forms over society and economy. But gradually with the rise of capitalism
their feudal nature and character was mostly integrated with capitalism as land was
also used as capital.
2.4 PEASANTRY
Though there was rise of capitalism mostly in the form of industry, in nineteenth
century Europe, landlords and the peasantry continued to be an integral part of modern
society. The situation of the peasantry and the nature of its integration in to modern
class society were clearly determined by the nature of land settlements and the forces
of the market, in other words the specific features of the development of capitalism in
different countries of Europe. The relationship with the landlords remained a crucial
aspects of their social and political experience being for most part antagonistic but
sometimes conversing in the face of opposition to policies infavour of industry, a
factor that explains their statuesque at crucial junctures. The rural-urban interaction,
working class, transport, literacy, political developments in the cities permeated in to
their lives in significant ways. All these resulted in changing conceptions of property,
criminality and state authority. Capital accumulation in the countryside and the
erosion of common communal rights led to significant class formation with in
peasantry in most areas of Europe.
The small land holders of Briatain called Yeomanny who formed a greater section of
English social structure was destroyed as a class by eighteenth century enclosers.
Although till nineteenth century some land tenures remain existed. One can say that
peasantry as a social entity had no existence in England, as the major elements in
agricultural production became the capitalist farmers and the rural labourers.
Emergence of modern class society and development of capitalism led to the break up
of peasant society and the differentiation of the peasantry in to classes ranging from
the peasant petty bourgeoisie to the rural proletariat. The peasantry throughout Europe
was varied and complex in its relationship with the market, with the land, with the
landlords and the local political institutions. It expressed equally complex social
attitudes and political allegiances.
In France the peasantry that gave social thrust to the revolution of 1789 became
differentiated giving rise to conflicting interests in the rural society, at the same time it
became integrated in to the post revolutionary political structures. It gained from the
land settlements following the revolution, becoming involved in a variety of agrarian
ventures and tenures which sustained its status as a whole even though the periods of
political backsliding represented by Napoleon Bonaparte and the restoration etc. It
never became a great supporter of Republic or an opponent of the empire. In Germany
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peasants continued to survive and even prosperous not only in the areas east of the
Elbe and in agrarian Bavaria, but also in the proximity of the industrial centers like the
Ruhr and Saxony. The large peasants i.e.those with horses and land to feed their
families were able to increase their yields despite the unfavourable conditions of the
Emancipation, participating, as they did, in proto-industrial production for transregional markets. The perception of communality disappeared with
the
commercialisation of peasant agriculture and class conflicts with in the peasantry. In
Russia too the commercialisation of agriculture and proletarianisation of a significant
section of peasantry led to a differentiated peasantry. The nature of its demands and
the forms of protests as well as its perception of its enemies however underwent a
significant change with the development of capitalism in agriculture. More than
anywhere else in Europe, the peasantry in Russia became responsive to political
appeals and played a significant role in the overthrow of capitalism and the
establishment of socialist regime. As a whole in European social life although there
was rise of capitalist entrepreneurship in eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, landlords
and peasantry continued to exist as agricultural economy had its own importance and
peasantry remained alive and the landlords remained as privileged strata of European
societies.
2.5 BOURGEOISIE
Generally bourgeoisie were the capitalist class who were owners of capital. Mainly
they used to purchased and exploited the labour power and used the surplus value from
employment of labour power to increase their capital accumulation. They mainly
concentrated on expansion of their capital through investment and exploitation of
labour which was the key feature of bourgeoisie culture. Historically, from medieval
period the bourgeoisie began to live in cities with the development of trade, merchants,
industrialisation etc. In order to expand their operations, they needed greater freedom
for market products and expansion of economic activities. They stood against the
feudal authorities and became more progressive. For a segment of this class, wealth
came by employing labour (industrial capital), for others it came through trade
(merchant capital), for some from banking and finance (finance capital) or using land
in a capitalist manner (landed capital). Mostly the industrial capitalist who employed
large number of labourer to create capital that became the leading sector of
bourgeoisie, whose economic activities ultimately changed the society. By employing
workers industrial capital created the surplus value that could take on the various
forms such as profit, rent and interest. The industrial capitalist mostly became
dominant politically and ideologically by mid nineteenth century in Britain.
The second half of nineteenth century can be characterised as the age of bourgeoisie in
Western Europe, although in Eastern part the bourgeoisie having attained its own
identity and wealth, was yet to exert its hegemony. In general throughout Western
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Europe the most influential sections of bourgeoisie were bankers, factory owners and
mine owners i.e. capitalist especially after the 1850s. With the rise of bourgeoisie
culture, there was also rise of new trend of capital accumulation through different
means. The industrial bourgeoisie were not only remained confined to manufacture of
industrial products rather they integrated with finance and banking sectors for more
income generation. Because of the emergence of bourgeoisie, industrial wealth became
the index of social advance. It was the middle class became more influential in
general. The bourgeoisie had a great dominance over political activities also as it was
marked in different European countries. Even many European countries made laws
which best suited the economic interest of the bourgeoisie, as the bourgeoisie had a
dominating role in politics.
The bourgeoisie also included the professional classes who were salaried component
that grew with the growth of bureaucracy, health and medicine sectors, law and order,
education, publication etc. as an industry with a new system of patronage linked to
mass production. A democratic ideas prevailed among these class that contributed to
their expansion and an inequality that created the hegemony of bourgeoisie as a class
through them. The higher and the more influential positions were held by numbers of
the wealthy strata among the bourgeoisie. The entire bourgeoisie preferred to maintain
distance from the landed aristocracy and the monarchy as they grew in strength and
significance. Mostly they were regarded as an elite class people every where and had
played some dominant role in politics and economy. The bourgeoisie across Europe
had different religious affiliations like Catholic, Protestant etc. In general almost all
bourgeoisie of Europe had a influential position in socio-economic and political
affairs.
2.6 PETTY BOURGEOISIE OR LOWER MIDDLE CLASS
The lower middle class or the petty (petite) bourgeoisie (the bourgeoisie were
sometimes called middle class in this era) constitutes the small manufacture, the
shopkeepers, the artisans and even some section of peasants. The main characteristic
of this class was that it owned some property, but not sufficient to have all works done
by employees or workers. In order to survive and maintain themselves they used to do
their work personally. So they had a dual existence as small scale property owners and
as workers. The lower middle class formed a larger section of the modern class society
and their number increased due to expansion of various kinds of service under
capitalism like Banking, finance, marketing, retailing, distribution etc. All such
activities increased which resulted in increase of working class that led to rise of petty
bourgeoisie. Even in manufacturing sector, greater bureaucratization was marked
which enhanced the number of lower middle class in the society.

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

18

Though we come across different section of lower middle class in nineteenth century ,
they can be broadly divided in to two main groups like the classic petty bourgeoisie of
shopkeepers and small businessmen, and the new white collar salaried occupation,
mostly clerks, commercial travelers, sales people, school teachers, secretaries, low
ranking bureaucrats etc. Although they were two groups, they often came to see
themselves together as they did not consider themselves as working class as their
nature of work was mostly non-manual. Further these two groups shared a similar
position of merginalisation in relation to the bourgeoisie. Their status was precarious
to other groups. In general they strongly defended the right to private property and
their goals were to attain bourgeoisie status.they were found to be the supporter of
bourgeoisie social order and never agitate to overthrow the bourgeoisie.
Class consciousness was very low in lower middle class in comparision to the
bourgeoisie and proletariat or working class people. They acted individually to solve
their problems. But the bourgeoisie and the working class people acted collectively to
solve their problems. The local context of their operations also made them less open to
change, less able to cope with change and in many ways more conservative politically
and in terms of culture than the bourgeoisie. The successful members of the lower
middle class became bourgeoisie in course of time but the unsuccessful members were
forced to become proletariat.
2.7 PROLETARIAT
In nineteenth century Europe, due to rapid industrialisation and development of
capitalism the differences among the social classes increased especially between the
middle class and the labouring section. The labourer referred as proletariat were only
owner of labour power (the ability to work) with no other resources under their
possession. Their only resources was their ability to work with their hand, bodies and
minds. Deprived of or having no property, in order to survive and obtain an income for
themselves and their families, they worked under the capitalist employers in an
exploitative social relationship.
Rapid industrialisation led to the emergence of industrial cities and towns. The
working class people migrated to the industrial cities to get employment in the
industrial sectors. The rich and poor had the different spaces in the cities to live in. In
the social life in industrial cities a strong division among the rich and poor was
marked. The industrial towns generally smoky, crowded, dusty with chimneys as
dominant part of landscape. The labourer who were generally poor had their crowded
one room dwellings near the factory or industrial sites. The industrial workers had to
live with much hardship with their minimum wages as the capitalist employers kept
their amount of wage very low in order to make profit and accumulate capital.
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Throughout Europe the working class remained stratified and differentiated till
twentieth century as mechanisation and industrialisation not came at the same time.
There were distinct variations in living style and wages giving rise to a labour
aristocracy. Increase in population in nineteenth century Europe also contributed for
the extensive rise of working class people. The industrial revolution brought many
changes in the life factory workers. They were entirely dependent on cash wage,
subjected to a totally different work rhythm dictated by the factory discipline and the
machine. Working conditions were often hazardous. Working environment was also
mostly unhealthy. There was no fixed hours of work for industrial workers, they used
to work in the factories for about 15 to 16 hours a day. Even they had to tolerate the
terrible behaviour of the supervisors. Cut off from the security and larger family they
felt extreme dislocation and alienation. Women and children were largely employed
for unskilled task with minimum wages.
The workers were exploited. With the surplus time worked by the workers resulted in
surplus production, while the workers produced, the profit was taken by the capitalists.
The relationship between the workers and the capitalists or between the labour and
capital was an exploitative social relationship. It was very much contradictory also as
the interests of he two partners in the relationship being directly opposed to each other.
The contradictory relationship built class conflict which leads to periodic bursts of
strikes, crisis, political struggle etc.
2.8 LET US SUM UP
Capitalism led to emergence of different social classes that were solely based on
economic factors. All the social classes of Europe in nineteenth century had directly or
indirectly related to capitalism. In spite of advancement that made in commercial
sector, banking and finance sector and industrial sector as well, landed property had its
larger share in capitalist development. Landlords enjoyed their privileges as an elite
class in European society down to twentieth century. They had social, economic and
political dominance as well. Peasantry as a social class also existed in the European
society as agriculture was the principal form of economy till nineteenth century. But
there was rapid growth of industrialisation that marked in in Europe in mid nineteenth
century which had both socio-economic impact. It was mostly the industrial capital
that brought severe changes in the social order and social relationship among the
classes especially between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Though interdependent
their interests were opposite to each other. The class distinction was one of the major
issues for the rise of class conflict in European history. Class conflict brought some
historical changes and acted as the motive force in the history of capitalism.
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2.9 KEY WORDS
Estate - A large area of land owned by one person or family
Junkers - The big landlords of Germany
Mechanisation - The process of getting technology into the operations of industrial and
agricultural economies.
Proletariat - Working class people especially those who do not own any property
Yeomans - The small landholders of Briatain
2.10 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1- What were the main differences between the English and French nobility of the
nineteenth century?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….
2- In what ways the landlord integrated with the capitalist economy?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….
3- Give a brief description of socio-economic conditions of peasantry in nineteenth
century Europe?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….
4- Who can be described as bourgeoisie?\
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….
5- To what extent industrialisation led to emergence of bourgeoisie,expalin.What were
the common perceptions shared by petty bourgeoisie?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….
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UNIT-3 POPULAR MOVEMENTS AND THE
FORMATION OF NATIONALIST IDENTITIES IN
GERMANY, ITALY AND IRELAND
Structure
3.1 Objectives
3.2 Introduction
3.3 Unification of Germany
3.4 Nationalist Movement in Germany, Role of Bismarck (War with Denmark,
Austro-Prussian war, Franco -Prussian war)
3.5 Unification of Italy (Role of Mazzini, Cavour and Garibaldi)
3.6 Process of Nationalist movements in Italy
3.7 Nationalist movements in Ireland
3.8 Lets Sum up
3.9 Key Words
3.10 Check Your Progress
3.11 Suggested Reading
3.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After reading this chapter you will be know about



To know the process of German unification.
To study the nationalist politics in Italian unification movements.
To have a brief idea on Ireland Nationalist politics.

3.2 INTRODUCTION
In the nineteenth century so many popular movements were organised in Europe and
the very idea behind those movements were directly or indirectly related to the concept
of Nationalism. The idea of nationalism was acted as a great force in European
politics. Nationalism was perhaps the most important outcome of the French
domination in Europe during the revolutionary and Napoleonic wars in the early
nineteenth century. The power of the nation states was to become overwhelmingly
crucial in international relation throughout the nineteenth century. Even the period
1830 to 1848 is called ‘Age of Revolution’ in European history and this period was
dominated by nationalist ideology. The age old kingship or feudal rule was opposed
and rejected by the people and they fought for people’s right, liberty, social equality
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etc. The idea of nationalism was deep rooted among the people of Europe and acted as
a means of breaking up empires and making of nation states by bringing people
together who were increasingly identifying themselves by a common language, culture
or religion etc. Countries like Britain, France, Russia and Spain were already nations
by the beginning of nineteenth century. Germany and Italy apart from many other
smaller entities were yet to emerge as nations. Ireland also witnessed nationalist
movements like other European countries. A sense of cultural identities could very
easily flow into a sense of national pride. Thus the very idea of nation and nationalism
led to many popular movements in nineteenth century to emerge, especially in
Germany, Italy and Ireland that finally paved the way for the formation of nationalist
states of Germany and Italy.
3.3 UNIFICATION OF GERMANY
Like many other countries of Europe, Germany was also under feudal rule for
centuries. The French revolution of 1789 had a great impact on the politics of
Germany. The people of Germany were greatly inspired by the holy principles of
French revolution, like liberty, equality, fraternity and nationalism. As the people of
Germany were not satisfied with the prevailing administrative system, the French
political ideologies were very much appealing to them. Besides they lacked national
identity as they were politically fragmented into many feudal states after the
disintegration of Holy Roman Empire. There were 39 German states. The political
dismemberment was a great barrier for the development of their national identity.
Although they used to speak a common language, shared a common culture, they were
not one as they were politically divided. Till 1871, there was no nation called
Germany. But the people shared a sense of pride in language, literature, folk tradition,
food, dress and many other elements of daily life. This sense of pride that was purely
cultural brought some sense of unity and oneness among the people of Germany.
People of Germany were gradually drawn into the idea of nationalism in the nineteenth
century’s European political context and fought for their national identity to make a
united nation of Germany.
Contribution of Napoleon Bonaparte
Napoleon Bonaparte was instrumental in sowing the seeds of nationalism in Germany.
To create a greater French empire he declared war against big powers and in that
process he defeated Austria. On 26th December 1805, a treaty was concluded between
Austria and Napoleon and as per the provision of the treaty all German states were
declared free and a confederation was created named ‘Confederation of Rhine’ in 1806
in which all German states were included except Prussia. Napoleon introduced a
democratic set up of administration in the Confederation. Napoleon introduced the
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Code Napoleon in all the states of the Confederation.With the Rhine Confederation the
great ideals of freedom, nationalism, patriotism, fraternity etc. were freely propagated
in all the German states.
Congress of Vienna and Germany
After the downfall of Napoleon, Congress of Vienna was held (November 1894 to
June 1815) to reconstitute the European political order. In the Vienna Congress ‘The
Confederation of Rhine’ was abolished as it was created by Napoleon. It was replaced
by the establishment of the German Confederation of thirty-eight states. A loose
confederation was established and a Federal Diet was also established for the Federal
administration. According to the newly created Confederation of Germany, there was
no common flag for Germany, the people were not recognised as the citizen of
Germany rather they were called the inhabitants of different German states. Each
German state had its own flag, own ruler and own citizens. There was no sense of
unity among the states. The Confederation was a union of princes, not of peoples.
Thus, Congress of Vienna deprived the German people to feel proud of their national
identity and brought a setback in the nationalist feeling that was created by Napoleon.
The people of Germany never accepted the decision of Vienna Congress. Later on
inspired by the idea of nationalism they had to adopt the policy of war in order to
achieve their ultimate goal of national unity.
3.4 NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS IN GERMANY
People of Germany revolted against the Vienna decision. Mainly University students
and professors organised many secret societies which were known as Burschenschaft
to propagate the idea of nationalism. They organised a patriotic festival at Wartburg on
18th October 1819 and it was organised annually to create awareness among people for
German unification. In order to suppress the nationalist ideology in Germany,
Metternich introduced Carlbad Decree in August 1819, and it prevented the students
and professors to organise Burschenschaft. In spite of all suppressive measures, the
idea of nationalism continues to grow in Germany. A custom union was established by
Prussia in 1819 with the union of twelve German states. This union was called
Zollverein. This union promoted free trade among the signatories and gradually all
other German states joined Zollverein by 1834. A commercial unity was achieved
through Zollverein under the leadership of Prussia. Gradually it contributed for the
political unity of Germany.
The French revolution of 1830 had great impact on Germany. At several places in
Germany revolt were organised against their rulers. In April 1833 some
revolutionaries attacked the Frankfurt Diet. But the rebellion was suppressed by
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Metternich. Once again the French revolution of 1848 inspired the patriots of
Germany. On 13th March, 1848 at Berlin, capital of Prussia a successful revolt was
organised against its ruler. Frederic William IV the king of Prussia promised a liberal
constitution for the people. In other German states also same situation occurred.
Frankfurt parliament was established in May 1848. It was decided in the parliament
that Germany should be a hereditary empire and the ruler of Prussia would be the
president of German Federation. But the ruler of Prussia never accepted the Frankfurt
proposal. So again the old confederation of German states established in 1815 was
restored in 1851. The French revolution of 1848 that generated some hope for German
unification ended in failure.
Role of Ottovon Bismarck
In the year 1861 William I became the king of Prussia. As a staunch follower of
militarism, once he said that ‘whoever wish to rule Germany must conquer it and that
cannot be done by phrases but by army’. In order to reorganise Prussian army he
appointed Von Roon as war minister and Von Moltke as chief of Prussian army. As
per the suggestion of Von Roon, to achieve some political goals he appointed Ottovon
Bismarck as Chancellor of Prussia on 23rd September, 1862. Born in 1815, Bismarck
was a civil servant of Prussia. He had no faith in democracy, constitution and
parliament. Before he was appointed as chancellor, he served as foreign ambassador of
Prussia first in Russia (1859-1862) and later on in France. After becoming Chancellor,
Bismarck expressed that “not by speech and majority of votes are the great question of
the day be decided-that was the great blunder of 1848 and 1849- but by blood and
iron”. Bismarck had a strong view that unification of Germany could only be achieved
by war. The government of William I increase the numerical strength of Prussian
army. In order to unite the German people, Prussia had to wage three wars like war
against Denmark, Austria and France. All these wars were fought by Prussia under the
diplomatic leadership of Ottovon Bismarck.
War with Denmark (1864)
Two German Duchies like Schleswig and Holstein were under the control of Denmark
since 1490. In both the Duchies majority of population were Germans. In 1863 both
the duchies were incorporated with Denmark by its ruler Christian IX, which was
against the London Treaty of 1852. The German living in those areas opposed this
incorporation. In this context Bismarck asked Austria, a signatory of the London
Treaty to take joint action against Denmark. Austria agreed and in 1864 the combined
forces of Austria and Prussia invaded Denmark. In the war Denmark was defeated and
forced to hand over Schleswig and Holstein to the victors. After the war Convention of
Gastein took place in 1865 and as per the decision of the convention Prussia received
Shleswig and Austria received Holstein. The inclusion of Shleswig with Prussia was
the first success in the process of German unification. By the diplomatic policy of
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Bismarck, Holstein was deliberately given to Austria, as it was a more German
populated area and surrounded by Prussian territory. Bismarck was in search of an
opportunity to annexed Holstein with Prussia and acted accordingly to pick up a
quarrel with Austria in future.
Austro-Prussian War (1866)
Before waging war against Austria, Bismarck resorted to diplomacy to get support of
big powers like Russia, France and England and to isolate Austria. When Poland
revolted against Russia, Prussia supported the Czar in suppressing the revolt. Bismarck
allowed free trade facilities in Prussia to England and secured her friendship. To
secure the friendship of France Bismarck personally met Napoleon III and convinced
him to remain silent in case of war between Prussia and Austria and allured him to
give Luxemberg to France if Prussia win the war. Then Bismarck secretly transmitted
the news to Italy that if Italy supported Prussia in its war against Austria, the territory
of Venetia would be given to Italy so that Italian unification would be completed. Thus
Bismarck secured support and cooperation of Russia, France, England and Italy.
To wage a war against Austria, Bismarck instigated the German people of Holstein
against Austrian administration. He openly raised objection against Austrian misrule in
Holstein. Austria objected this in the Federal Diet at Frankfurt and asked the Federal
forces to take action against Prussia. Then to save Prussia from combined forces of
Austria and German federation, Bismarck declared war against Austria on 16th June,
1866. Some kingdoms of Germany like Bavaria, Saxony, Hanover etc joined Austria
while some northern German states joined with Prussia. After four days, Italy joined
this war infavour of Prussia. The war continued for seven weeks. In the war Prussia
easily defeated Austrian army in different battle fields. Finally on 3 rd July, 1866 in the
battle field of Sadowa the Austrian army was defeated and Prussia won the war.
After the war the Treaty of Prague was concluded between Austria and Prussia on 23rd
August, 1866. As per the provision of the treaty all the twenty two states situated in
north Germany were made free from the domination of Austria and these states were
included in the proposed North German Confederation under Prussia. The state of
Venetia was given to Italy. The Frankfurt parliament was abolished. Thus with the
integration of twenty two north German states with Prussia, a great success was
achieved in the process of unification of Germany.
Franco-Prussian War (1870-71)
The victory of Prussia over Austria was a diplomatic victory of Bismarck. After the
war people of France made Napoleon III responsible for defeat of Austria. They
considered the defeat of Austria as the defeat of French foreign affair and demanded
declaration of war against Prussia. Again France did not like to see a mighty Prussia
in Central Europe. On the other hand Prussia also planned to wage a war against
France as some southern territories of Germany was under the control of France.
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Independence of those southern states was essential to complete the German
unification. Thus both France and Prussia wanted war.
The question of Spanish throne served as the immediate cause of Franco-Prussian war
of 1870. In 1868 the throne of Spain fell vacant. Bismarck diplomatically made a plan
to give the Spanish crown to Leopold, the cousin of the Prussian king. Napoleon III
bitterly opposed that plan. On the issue of Spanish succession, the relation of France
and Prussia became so strained that only a spark was needed to cause a conflagration.
The Ems telegram provided the spark. A meeting of French ambassador Benneditti
with William I of Germany took place at Ems in connection with Spanish affair. After
the meeting William I sent a telegram to Bismarck containing the full account of
meeting. Bismarck omitted some facts and changed the text of the telegram and
published it in German newspapers in such a way that it appeared to the French that
their ambassador was insulted in the meeting and to Prussians it appeared that their
king had been humiliated. France considered it as an insult to their nation. Pressurized
by public opinion Napoleon III declared war against Prussia on July 15, 1870.
Napoleon III himself led the French army. Initially Napoleon III underestimated the
Prussian army. But actually the French army was inferior to that of the Prussian. Again
people of South German states joint and fought with Prussia. The French army under
Napoleon III was defeated in the battle field of Sedan on 1st September, 1870.
Napoleon III was imprisoned. Paris, the capital of France was capitulated by the
Prussian army on 28th January, 1871. With this there was end of Franco-Prussian war.
After the war a treaty was signed on 10th May, 1871 between France and Prussia at
Frankfurt. According to the provision of the treaty France ceded Alsace and Lorraine
to Germany. All the South German states were included in the Confederation of
Germany. Thus the unification of Germany was completed with the victory of Prussia
over France. It was the heroic and nationalistic policies of Bismark that brought good
result in the form of German Unification. He got the support of the German people
who were eagerly waited for their national identity for long and finally it was achieved
finally in 1871. Before the Frankfurt treaty, the Unification of Germany was declared
on 18th January, 1871.
3.5 UNIFICATION OF ITALY
The nationalist history of Italy is quite similar to that of Germany. Like Germany Italy
was also not a nation till 1870s. After the fall of Roman empire Italy was ruled by
many feudal rulers for centuries. It was Napoleon Bonaparte who invaded Italy and
brought the people of Italy under one administration. For the first time the people of
Italy were united under the rule of Napoleon Bonaparte. But the Congress of Vienna
brought drastic changes in the political map of Italy. Politically Italy was divided as it
was before Napoleonic rule. Metternich, the president of Congress of Vienna openly
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declared that Italy was not a nation, it was nothing more than a geographical
expression. As per the decision of Congress of Vienna Italy was partitioned into a
number of small states such as Piedmont, Venetia, Lambardy, Tuscany, Perma,
Modena, Naples, Sicily and Papal state. Except Piedmont, Austrian supremacy was
established over whole of Italy. The disintegration of Italy was unbearable to many
Italian nationalists and people as well who had already tested the value of unity,
equality and democratic nationalism. Though Italy was divided, people of Italy were
found restless to bring their unity once again. They resorted to organise political
struggles and movements for the unification of Italy. Around 1820, a radical
organisation named ‘Carbonari’ (charcoal burner) was formed in Naples to organise
movement for Italian unification. Its branches were opened in whole of Italy but the
Carabonary movement was forcefully suppressed by Austria. Though the movement
was suppressed, the sense of patriotism and nationalism was infused in the minds of
the people. The rise of such nationalist ideas is called as Italian Resurgemento. The
July Revolution of 1830 in France had also great impact on Italy. At Papal states.
Neples, Modena and other parts of Italy revolutions were organised against their rulers
but it was forcibly suppressed. But by 1830s, the revolutionary ideas were deep rooted
in the minds of Italian people. With such revolutionary background for Italian
unification, three political leaders provided their leadership to the people for bringing
Italian unification, they were Joseph Mazzini, Count Cavour and Garibaldi.
Joseph Mazzini
Joseph Mazzini, born in 1805 at Genoa in Italy was a popular nationalist leader. At
first he joined the Carbonary movement. In 1831 he started a new party called ‘Young
Italy’ to achieve Italian unification, where only people below 40 years were the
members. Within a short period Young Italy movement became popular and its
membership rose day by day. Mazzini used to teach the people the value of unity and
democratic nationalism. Due to the popularity and revolutionary activities of Mazzini,
the ruler of Genoa banished him from the state. Thereafter Mazzini took political
asylum in France and England. In 1843 he organised a revolutionary movement in
Sicily but failed. Remaining outside Italy, he continued his revolutionary activities. He
was virtually the mind and soul of Italian Risorgimento.
Count Camilo De Cavour
Count Camilo De Cavour was born in Piedmont in 1810. A contemporary of Mazzini,
Count Cavour was a practical politician where as Mazzini was an idealist. In 1850 he
got a berth in the ministry of Piedmont and became the minister of Agriculture,
Commerce and Shipping. He was so popular that in 1852, he was appointed as prime
minister of Piedmont by its ruler Victor Emmanual II. Under the prime ministership of
Cavour Piedmont became a developed and progressive state in whole of Italy. He
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realised that it was only Piedmont which could provide leadership to Italy in its
movement for unification. To achieve this he diverted his mind for external diplomacy
and joined European power politics. Covour won Napoleon III of France to his side
and a pact was signed between two at a place called Plombiers on 21st July, 1858 by
which Napoleon III agreed to help Cavour in the movement for Italian Unification.
Guiseppe Garibaldi
Another great patriot of Italy was Guiseppe Garibaldi. Inspired by Mazzini he joined
the Young Italy movement. Later he joined Sardinian Navy and instigated the soldiers
to revolt against the ruler of Sardinia. But his revolt failed and he was awarded capital
punishment. To avoid death he went underground and escaped in disguise to South
America. There he got trained in guerrilla warfare and organised a private army.
During the rebellion of 1848 he returned to Sardinia but by that time he was already
popular in Italy as a military leader and revolutionary.
3.6 Process of Nationalist Movement
The French revolution of 1848 had great impact on whole of Europe. In Italy also its
repercussion was marked in many states. The revolution was so intense that many
Italian kings decided to introduced constitutional monarchy in their kingdoms.
Constitutional monarchy was established in all parts of Italy excepting Lombardy and
Venetia which were under Austrian control. Revolt started in Venetia also. The ruler
of Perma and Modena abdicated their thrones and fled away. A rebellious atmosphere
was deep-rooted among the people of Italy against Austria and at this critical juncture
on 23rd March, 1848, Charls Albert king of Piedmont-Sardinia declared war against
Austria. Garibaldi returned from South America with his army to join the war. But
Piedmont was defeated by Austria in the battle of Novara and the king abdicated the
throne in favour of his son Victor Emmanual II. This defeat stalled the Italian
Unification for sometime.
In 1849, revolutionaries under Mazzini invaded Papal kingdom of Rome and
established a republic there. In Tuscany also a democratic government was
established. But the fall of Rome to Mazzini was unbearable for France. In order to
restore Pope in Rome, France sent an army to Rome. Garibaldi fought against the
French army but failed. As a result Mazzini left Rome and took asylum in England and
Garibaldi fled to America. The revolution of 1848-49 failed to achieve Italian
Unification.
In the Creamean war of 1854, under Cavour’s leadership Piedmont joined the
European power against Russia. He did this in order to place Piedmont in international
forum. After the war he attended the Paris Peace Settlement in 1856 and he placed his
grievances against Austria before European powers. In the conference he praised
Napoleon III and own him to his side. In July 1858 they signed a pact called ‘Pact of
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Plombieres’ and as per the condition of the pact France agreed to help Piedmont in
Italian Unification.
In order to create hostile condition, Piedmont deployed her troops near Austrian border
which was not tolerated by Austria and Austria declared war against Piedmont in
1859. As per the term of the Ploimbieres pact, France also declared war against
Austria. Two fierce battles were fought like battle of Magenta and battle of Solferino.
But suddenly Napoleon III withdrew France from the war and the truce of Villafranca
was signed in July 1859, according to which Lombardy was given to Piedmont and
Venetia was to remain under Austria. During the war with Austria, revolution broke
out in the states of Modena, Perma and Tuscany and their rulers fled away. Rome also
came under the revolutionaries. In March, 1860 a plebiscite was organised for
unification of all these states with Piedmont and the citizens of all these states voted
for unification of Italy under Piedmont. As a result of the verdict of plebiscite these
states were included with Piedmont and a great success was achieved in the process of
Italian Unification.
Occupation of Sicily and Naples (1860)
People of Sicily organised revolt against their king Francis II in 1860. Garibaldi who
returned to Italy in 1859 from America proceeded towards Sicily with his Red Shirt
Army. On 5th October 1860 Sicily was occupied and Garibaldi became the dictator of
Sicily. Francis II fled away. In a short period Garibaldi occupied Naples. During this
period Count Cavour organised a plebiscite in Naples and Sicily and people their voted
for union with Piedmont. On 9th November 1860 Naples and Sicily were united with
Piedmont. By 1861 all states of Italy were united except Venetia and Rome. On 18th
February 1861 the first Italian Parliament was met at Turin, the capital of the then
Italy. On 17th March 1861 the Italian Parliament declared the formation of kingdom of
Italy and Victor Emmanual II became the first Italian king.
Occupation of Venetia (1866) and conquest of Rome (1870)
In 1866, Bismarck made a condition with Emmanual II (Treaty of Prague) that if Italy
supported Prussia against Austria, then Venetia would be wrested from Austria and
would be given to Italy. In the Austro-Prussian war of 1866, Italy joined with Prussia
against Austria and Austria was defeated. As per the terms of the treaty of Prague,
Venetia was amalgamated with Italy. During the Franco-Prussian war of 1870, Italy
remained neutral infavour of Prussia. France was defeated in the war. By that time
French army had already been withdrawn from Rome. Taking advantage of this Italian
army invaded Rome on 20th September 1870 and occupied it. Then a plebiscite was
held there which supported the union of Rome with Italy. Finally in July 1872
Emmanual II entered into the city of Rome and declared it as the capital of Italy and
Italy was declared as a nation state.
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3.7 NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS IN IRELAND
Irish Nationalism of nineteenth century is a nationalist ideology that considered
Ireland as a nation. It aimed at creation of a sovereign national state in the island of
Ireland. It was organised against British authority over Ireland. Since twelfth century
A.D. Ireland was a dominion of Great Britain. The British considered the Irish as
‘other’ despite their shared culture. The church of England was separated from Pope’s
control and England rejected Papal religious authority. The king of England became
the head of the Anglican church. There was persecution of the Catholics in England,
the same policy was applied to the Catholics of Ireland. Further they considered them
as Catholic barbarians ill-suited for self rule. English antagonism towards Ireland has a
long history. In 1530s, king Henry VIII attempted to subjugate the Catholics of Ireland
to destroy their religion and culture. During the rule of James I, the English
confiscated most of the land of Ireland and allocated to 10000 protestant families
reducing the catholic population to the level of agricultural labourer. The penal code
established by English prohibited the Catholics from buying or inheriting land in late
1600s. Catholics could not participate in the English controlled parliament at Dublin.
From this parliament issue, the seeds of Irish nationalism took its root. Gradually
people of Ireland developed discontentment with British domination over Ireland and
formed organisations and associations to liberate Ireland from British control.
Henry Grattan, an Irish parliamentarian organised movements in in 1780 for economic
and political reform as a result of which in 1782 English government granted a
parliament to Ireland. But two-third members of Grattan’s parliament were controlled
by Britishers. In 1791, Society of United Irishmen was formed in Belfast. The aim of
the society was to create nationwide military network for an insurrection against
Britishers. The rebellion that began on 26th May 1798 failed to meet its objectives. The
failure of the rebellion led to increased British control of Ireland through the Act of
Union in 1801.
After the rebellion of 1798, it was only in 1830s a leader came to the forefront in
nationalist movement. He was Daniel O’ Connel, who worked for Catholic
emancipation. In 1828 he was elected to the parliament and with his relentless efforts
passed the Catholic Act in 1829, which allowed the Catholics to enter parliament and
hold high civil and military offices. In 1839 O’ Connel founded the Loyal National
Repeal Association. This association was strengthened by the addition of a new group
of allies called Young Ireland. In 1840s O’ Connelites and Young Irelanders acted for
Irish identity and organised many meetings and rallies to make their people politically
free from British control. To spread nationalist ideas among the people, the Young
Irelanders edited a journal name ‘The Nation’. In 1847, Young Ireland leader Smith O
Brine formed Irish Confederation to establish Irish government. In 1848 Young
Irelanders and Irish Confederation organised a revolution but failed. Though
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suppressed, the movements organised before 1850s spread the nationalist ideas which
was deep rooted in the minds of the people. After 1850s three nationalist group
organised movements for Irish identity. They were like the Fenians, the Home Rule
and Gailic revival.
The Fenians
Fenians were the most radical group formed in 1858 and later became the
Revolutionary Brotherhood in Ireland. They took their name from Gaelic legend, as
the Fenians were a brave warrior group. This group was led by O’ Mahony and
Steoplens. This group demanded an end to British control over Ireland and creation of
an independent Irish Republic. As an underground group they used violent and
revolutionary tactics. Between 1865-67 they organised two rebellion but failed. But
their influence continued in Ireland.
The Home Rule Movement
Another nationalist movement organised in Ireland in 1870s was Home Rule
Movement under the leadership of Charls Stewart Parnel (1846-1891). This group
wanted to establish an Irish government to look after Home affairs. Simultaneously
they wanted to remain a part of the United Kingdom. As a parliamentarian Parnel
adopted constitutional means to achieve Home rule. They established a land league to
achieve peasant proprietorship. The group continually used its British parliament
members (85 by 1885) to disrupt proceeding with the goal of getting government to
listen to their demands. By 1886 the Irish members held the balance of power between
the liberal and conservative parties. Then Liberal prime minister Gladstone offered
Parnel Home rule if they would support them. Parnel supported the liberal party and
accordingly Gladstone introduced a Home Rule Bill in 1886 but was failed to be
passed in the Parliament. The Ulster Unionist party was set up to oppose Home Rule.
Again in 1893 Home Rule Bill was passed in the House of Common but House of
Lords rejected it. The continuous failure of Home Rule League gradually weakened
the movement. But as late as 1914 the Home Rule Bill was passed in The House of
Lords.
Gaelic Revival
In 1884 the Gaelic Athletic Association was formed to prevent the spread of English
games in Ireland. The Fenians dominated the Gaelic Association from the beginning.
Gradually the nationalist aspirations were expressed through Gaelic Association. In
1893 Gaelic League was established to revive traditional Gaelic aspects of Irish
culture such as Irish language, social traditions, music, sports, folklore etc to win the
Youth of Ireland away from subservience to British culture. Their ultimate goal was to
restore Irish identity at any cost and they were associated with Irish Revolutionary
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Brotherhood. Gaelic League played a great role in increasing nationalistic feelings and
pride in Irish culture.
Thus in nineteenth century many political movements were organised to restore Irish
identity and to get freedom from British Domination. When the nationalists sought
independence through physical force, Britain crushed their efforts and encouraged
them to proceed with constitutional means. When they achieved Home Rule through
Constitutional means (1914) the British government permitted it to be blocked by
threats of physical force. Irish nationalist movement had continued throughout
nineteenth century. After many political ups and downs finally island of Ireland was
divided into two self-governing entities like Northern Ireland and Southern Ireland. It
was enacted on 3rd May 1921 under the Government of Ireland Act of 1920.
3.8 LET US SUM UP
Nineteenth century witnessed so many political movements in different countries of
Europe. Mostly these movements were organised out of nationalistic sentiments of the
people like Italy, Germany, Ireland and many other countries. We found a type of
dismemberment of empires and creation of nation states in that process. The political
set up was largely affected during these nationalistic movements where absolute
monarchy was replaced by constitutional monarchy in different states. There was also
emergence of nationalist identity in the form of making nation-states in Italy and
Germany. Nationalist politics played a dominant role in nineteenth century European
history.
3.9 KEY WORDS
Unification- Process of bringing together into a single unit
Carbonari- Charcoal burner
Papal- Relating toPope or Papacy
Nationalism- A feeling of love or pride for one’s own country
Diplomacy- Skill of managing international relations

3.10 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1- Write a short note on Prussian war against Denmark.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..
2- How Bismarck’s diplomatic policies do accelerated the process of German
unification?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..
1- Describe the background of Franco-Prussian war ?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..
2- How Congress of Vienna does affected Italian unification?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..

3- Write a short note on Carbonari movement?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..
4- Write on the contributions of Mazzini to Italian unification?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..
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