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UNIT- 1 SANTAL UPRISING (1856-57)
Structure
1.1 Introduction
1.2 Nature of popular resistance movements
1.3. Santals and their demographic distribution
1.4 Causes of Santal Rebellion
1.5 Course of the Rebellion
1.6 Consequences of the Rebellion
1.7 Let us sum up
1.8 Check your progress
1.9 Suggested readings
1.0. LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After going through this chapter, you will be able to learn:







the background to the popular resistance against British rule;
the nature and significance of peasant and tribal revolts;
causes of popular resistance movements;
about the Santals and their socio-economic setting;
causes of Santal uprising and;
the consequences of popular resistance movements.

1.1 INTRODUCTION
The British arrived in India in the beginning of 17th century primarily for lucrative trade
and commerce. Besides the British many other colonial countries like France, Portugal,
Holland, Spain etc. at different point of time came to India and carried out trade and
commerce providing revenue to the local rulers and the Mughal central authority. In
course of time commercial and colonial rivalry led to conflict among the European
trading powers in India engulfing the Indian rules. By mid-18th century such trade
rivalries became rampant and after the end of the Carnatic war from 1746 to 1763,
decided the fate in favour of the British. During this conflict the Indian rulers were also
entangled resulting in their subjugation by the British. The defeat of Siraj-ud-daula in
the Battle of Plassey and of Mir Kasim, Saha Alam II and Sija-ud-daula of Bengal,
Delhi and Oudh respectively in the Battle of Buxar, made the British as the political
master of Bengal, Bihar and Odisha. After that the imperialist agenda of company’s
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Governor-Generals like Cornwallis, Wellesley, Dalhousie etc. resulted in the conquest
of India in a piece-meal manner which continued till mid-19th century.
From traders to political ruler, the Britishers traversed a long journey in India,
throughout which their imperialistic and explorative designs caused great resentment
among the people cutting across different sections of Indian society. Because of their
unethical policy of imperialism, (through subsidiary alliance, doctrine of lapse and
ruthless war) the Indian ruling class, the nobles, courtiers, dancers, musicians, artists etc.
nourished great resentment. Similarly, wrong and exploitative economic policies like
erratic and exorbitant land revenue structure, forest acts etc. caused great hardship to
peasants and tribals who voiced their grievances sporadically. The tribals and peasants
who were peace and freedom loving people resented the land revenue settlement, erratic
and excessive collection of taxes and therefore challenged the British policies very early.
Although, these sporadic uprising does not qualify to be regarded as popular resistance
in truest sense of the term it can surely be termed as peoples’ uprising for assertion of
their autonomy in some local pockets with regard to their land. Moreover, imposition of
colonial rule by a foreign power with administrative innovations, new land tenure
excessive taxation, new legal practices and cultural domination, exploitation of natural
and human resources etc. incited the independent minded peasants and tribals who
raised the banner of resistance against the Dikus – intruders of both domestic and
foreign nature. Consequently, popular resistance broke out inform of peasant and tribal
uprisings like Faquir and Sanyasi Rebellion in Bengal (1770), Farazi Movement (18381848), Wahabi Movement in Bengal (1830-1860), Indigo Movement in Bihar and
Bengal (1859-1862), Santal Uprising (1855-57), Munda Rebellion (1899-1900), Jaintia
and Garo Rebellion (1866-1876), Bhil Uprising (1818-1831), Kol Uprising (1831-1832)
and Mapillah Uprising (1836-1854).
1.2 NATURE OF POPULAR RESISTANCEMOVEMENTS
Three major drawbacks of British land revenue system irrespective of permanent
settlement, zamindari, mahalwari and ryotwari settlements were-impoverishment of
Indian peasantry, fragmentation of land into small unproductive landholdings and
gradual depesantisation. Added to these, other evils like excessive taxation, erratic
fixation of revenue, rigidity in revenue collection, excesses of zamindars, manipulation
of moneylenders, ill treatment of the revenue agents caused widespread peasant
discontentment. The peasants therefore, times and again took up arms against landlords,
revenue agents, unscrupulous moneylenders, planters and finally against the
government. Hence, the basic nature of this popular resistance was that, they were
reaction against extreme economic deprivation often involving physical brutality and
ethnic persecution by the government and its agencies.
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As far as the nature of the popular resistance against British rule is concerned, the
peasant uprisings during British rule can broadly be categorised into three groups – civil
or restorative, religious and purely peasant uprising. Civil or restorative uprisings took
place between 1765 to 1857. Those were led by small rulers or Rajas, Nawabs or tribals
chiefs supported by disgruntled peasants and soldiers rendered unemployed. The
objective of these uprisings was expulsion of the British and restoration of the previous
government and agrarian structure. But, nevertheless, the grievances of the peasants
made to sound larger through these rebellions.
Some peasant rebellions had religious overtones like Wahabi movement, Farazi
movement and the movement of Punjab. Beginning with social and religious reform
movements, they showed agrarian character. After that, they clashed with zamindars,
moneylenders and finally with the British imperialism.
The third type of peasant uprising took place after 1850 whose character reflects mass
insurrection where the peasants themselves took the leadership. They now fought
directly for peasant demands and stood up in arms against indigenous moneylenders,
zamindars, alien planters and the government. These insurrections although were sudden
outburst, were supported by mass peasants for redressal of their grievances. These
insurrections were reformative in nature. The Great Santal Rebellion of 1855 and 1870,
Indigo movement of 1860, Moplah uprising (1921) fall under this category.
Another nature of these movements was that, they were not based on any ideology nor
did they possess national consciousness. Peasant movements lacked any concrete social,
economic or political programme. The peasants were very late to identify the real culprit
behind their plight. Their outburst was often directed against their immediate source of
their misery- the zamindar, the moneylenders or the planters.
The peasant movement never did threaten the British empire or its supremacy, although
the movement succeeded in securing some concessions ceded to them by the imperialists
reluctantly. After 1920s the peasant movement lost its isolated identity to the more
comprehensive freedom struggle. Peasants uprising in 19th century thus were
instinctive, spontaneous and sporadic in nature. It was never well-planned, wellorganised and united across geographical spectrum.
1.3 SALTALS AND THEIR DEMOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
Santal or Santhals are an ethnic group predominantly found in Eastern Indian States of
Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha, Bengal, Tripura and Assam. They are found in majority, in
Jharkhand and in minority in Rajshahi and Langpur divisions of Bangladesh. They are
sparsely found in Nepal and Bhutan also. This agricultural community found in
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majority in areas like Manbhum, Barabhum, Hazaribagh, Midnapur, Bankura and
Birbhum areas. Of course, in the absence of any archaeological evidence the original
homeland of the Santals still remain obscure.Legends and folklores indicate that they
came from Hihiri or as identified by scholars Ahuri in Hazaribagh district. Finally, they
migrated to Saont via Chhotnagpur. Jhalda and Patkum. As they settled permanently at
Saont, the name of the tribes Santals came into vogue. In terms of population Santals are
the third largest tribe in India after Gonds and Bhils. The Santals are an unassuming
agricultural tribe who are emotionally attached to their land and revere it as their mother
for providing them with means of subsistence. The concertedattempt of Zamindars,
money-lenders and the British government to snatch away their rights on land and
thereby livelihood enraged them to raise the banner of revolt in 1855.
1.4 CAUSES OF SANTAL REBELLION
Santal rebellion being a peasant uprising primarily was caused due to exploitation from
revenue system of British East India Company, usury practices of money lenders and
exactions from the zamindars.The revolt occurred resenting colonial administration and
implementation of an unacceptable revenue system and land assessment enforced by the
zamindars, police and courts established by British East India Company.
The origin of discord between the Santals and the British can be traced back to 1770.
During great Bengal famine Jungle Mahal region in West Bengal comprising of
Birbhum, Bankura, Midnapore etc. got depopulated resulting in severe loss of revenue.
Hence, British East India Company after enactment of the permanent settlement brought
the Santals from Ramgarh and Hazaribagh areas and encouraged them to practise settled
agriculture by clearing forest land in Jungle Mahals and Rajmahal Hills as the Paharias
were unwilling to cut trees. They were prompted by the British officials to borrow loans
from the local moneylenders to purchase agricultural tools, seeds and oxen. But, when
the Santals with the increase in their population entered Damin-i-koh (densely forested
hilly tracts of Rajmahal hills now comprising Sahebganj,Pakur and Godda district of
Jharkhand) region, the British officials provided no any protection to them against the
resistance offered by Mal Paharias (the original primitive tribe of the region). But, the
Santals with their superior technology outnumbered the Paharias and settled in the area.
By 1830s, the Santal population increased to more than 83000 from a mere 3000 in
1830s.Vast areas of Rajmahal hills was turned into excellent cultivable land. This
prosperity of Santals turned out to be the bone of contention. The zamindars,
moneylenders and the British formed a triangular nexus and ventured to exploit the
agriculturally prosperous Santals.
The agricultural prosperity of Santals attracted the attention of zamindars and
moneylenders in the beginning. The zamindars became greedy and began to collect
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exorbitant land revenue from the Santals. The zamindars even laid claim of land
revenue from the newly prepared land by clearing forest. Mahajans (moneylenders) of
Bengal and Banias from Bihar started selling British goods in this area and lured the
Santals to borrow money. They started usurious practices at high rate of interest.
Eventually, due to such extortion, exploitation etc. the Santals ran into debt trap and
therefore lost their land to the zamindars and moneylenders. The excessive interference
of these outsiders whom they called as the Dikus was resented by the Santals. Moreover,
they started to be seen as outcastes by the moneylenders.
The main grievance of the Santals was againsthe unscrupulous zamindars and corrupt
moneylenders. But eventually it turned against the British as they did not take any
preventive steps against the Zamindars and moneylenders. Moreover, the British East
India Company in expectation of getting more than 25% increase in revenue patronised
the unholy nexus of zamindars and moneylenders against the Santals. The Santals got
restless because of the tripartite economic oppression from zamindars, moneylenders
and the British. The Santals considered the Dikus as the main reason for their plight and
their discontentment exploded inform of a rebellion in 1855 under the valiant leadership
of Sidhu and KahnuMurmu. It is known as Santal Rebellion or Santal Hul.
1.5 COURSE OF THE REBELLION
The discontented Santals who lost their land and disturbed with their economic
infrastructure considered the imposition of company’s land revenue laws as the source
of their plight. Hence, in order to end company’s rule. They rebelled under the
leadership of two brothers Sidhu and Kanhu Murmu. The two brothers had mobilised
more than 60,000 Santals with traditional weapons who vowed to end the company’s
rule and set up the Government of their own. The idea was to run a parallel government
during therebellion and collect taxes by making laws and executing it by themselves.
The Santals, numbering nearly 10000 gathered at Bhognadih village of Sahebganj
division under Sidhu and KanhuMurmu and launched simultaneous offensive against the
zamindar, moneylender and British East India Company on 30th June 1855. The other
four siblings of Sidhu and Kanhu namely Chand, Bhairo, Phulo and Jhaso also joined
the rank of the rebels. Armed with traditional arms and weapons Santal rebels killed
many zamindars, moneylenders and their associates in the village. Then they turned
against the company disconnecting postal and rail communications between Bhagalpur
and Rajmahal. Sidhu and Kanhu Brothers proclaimed the end of East India Company’s
rule and beginning of Santal Subah in Rajmahal hills. The Santals unequivocally
declared their territory as a sovereign one and vowed to resist any kind of oppression
and injustice meted out to them. The Hulactually commenced with the killings of five
Mahajans in the market place of Panchkethia. Initially the Santals directed their
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accumulated anger against the upper caste settlers in the areas mainly traders, Mahajans
and moneylenders. But when their repeated grievances remained unheard and the British
favoured their oppressors Santal anger flared up against the government. The tribals
before the rebellion started robberies of wealth illegally accumulated by the Mahajans
and moneylenders. The Mahajans reported the police officer, Daroga Mahesh Datta and
the British adopted repressive measures which triggered the rebellion. Such open
rebellion surprised the East India Company officials and to suppress the rebellion a
small contingent of troops was sent. But, the Santals forced them to retreat after
defeating them. But, the company with the help of zamindars and nawab of
Murshidabad and troops armed with modern firearms arrived to quell the rebellion.
Cash reward of 10,000 was announced for capture of Sidhu and KanhuMurmu. Hiding
in the thick jungle the Santals offered a stiff resistance and inflicted a humiliating defeat
on Major Burrough in places like Kahalgaon, Suri, Raghunathpur and Munkatora.The
British policy of drifting the rebels to the plains proved successful. The war elephants
were employed to destroy tribal houses. Cannons were hurled causing great losses to the
tribals.The Santals could not match the improved firearms, military skill and monetary
fund’s and after the death of Sidhu and Kanhu in January 1856 the movement weakened.
Santal villages were burnt, their huts destroyed and they were mercilessly shot down to
the last men. The bloodshed resulted in the merciless killings of the Santals which
continued for several months and the rebellion was suppressed ruthlessly and brutally.
1.6 CONSEQUENCE OF THE REBELLION
The immediate consequence of the Santal rebellion was the creation of a separate district
designated as ‘Santal Parganas’. To prevent another Hul (rebellion) the British
government appointed from among the Santals, village headmen called the Manjhi.
Through these headmen, the British wanted to effect administrative control over the
Santal Pargana. Secondly, the Santal Parganas Tenancy Act was passed in 1876
prohibiting sale of Adivasi land to the non-Adivasis in the Santal Pargana region. The
rebellion forced the British to recognise the Santals to the status of a national minority.
Thirdly, the indirect result of the movement was noteworthy.Although the rebellion
failed to achieve its desired objective, the impact of the insurrection kept on vibrating
and grew louder as more and more peasants launched crusades against the oppression of
zamindars and moneylenders. The legacy of the Santal movement found visible in
Indigo revolt of 1860; Pabna and Bogra uprising (1872), the Maratha Peasant uprising in
Poona and Ahmedabad in 1875-76. Finally, it took the form of a popular resistance all
over the country calling for an end to the oppression of zamindars and moneylenders. In
a sense peasant uprising in general and Santal rebellion in particular organised and
encouraged the people to resist the local oppressors (zamindars and moneylenders) and
their patron, the British Government. The policy of tribal appeasement by the British
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taking measures like creation of a separate Santal Pargana, introduction of village
headmen system – such as Manjhi failed to quell the tribal resentment as the nefarious
activities of the moneylenders continued unabated. The culmination of the peasant
struggle being reflected even during the Great Revolt of 1857and Kherwar movement
from 1871 to 1881 and then the movement merged into mainstream freedom movement.
The movement also turned out to be a reformative one as the Santals were preached to
follow monotheism. Their religion Sarna Dharam gained prominence and united them.
1.7 LET US SUM UP
Peasant uprising in nineteenth century busted the myth that Indian peasant has always
been passive, docile, fatalistic and unresisting. All the peasant movement in general and
Santal uprising in particular focussed attention on the most crucial evil the Indian
peasantry faced i.e the end of oppression of zamindars and moneylenders. Although
initially the peasants could not identify their real enemy, through their protracted
struggle they could learn that behind their immediate enemies lie the strong
patronisation of the government. Instead of being neutral to the peasant cause, the
government directly supported their oppressors. Hence, the peasants organised popular
resistance to the British imperialism. In fact their rebellions revealed huge sources of
resistance to British rule that was inherent among Indian people. Moreover, they
succeeded in exposing the evils of colonialism and imperialism to Indian people.
Nineteenth century peasant uprisings were instinctive, spontaneous and sporadic in
nature. There were no definite agenda or ideological base. Some of these movements
like the Santal uprising while resisting the Dikus also became socio-religious reform
movements diluting their original agenda. Although these uprisings didn’t at any point
of time threaten the British, they have historic significance. For example, the Santal
rebellion forced the British administration to recognise the habitat of the Santals as
Santal Parganas or Damin-i-koh comprising the present district of Godda, Deoghar,
Dumka, Jamtara, Sahebganj and Pakur with its headquarter at Dumka.
Santal uprising simultaneously sought to cleanse socio-religious evil practices. Under
the able leadership of Sidhu and Kanhu Borders monotheism was preached. Instead of
worshiping different natural phenomenon and spirits, emphasis was laid on practice of
Sarna Dharam. Sarnaism or “Religion of the Holy Woods” with a definite flag and
religious insignia was popularised. Social evils like prevalence of drinking liquor was
sought to abolish. The peasant uprising aimed at uniting the tribes through socioreligious platforms in order to combat the oppression of the Dikus.
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1.8 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1) What were the causes of Santal uprising?
2) Outline the nature of Peasant uprising.
3) What were the consequences of Santal rebellion?
1.9 SUGGESTED READINGS
1. John Kochuchira. 1990. Political History of Santal Parganas from 1765 to 1872,
New Delhi.
2. R.R. Diwakar . Ruthless Exploration of Santal.
3. James M. Macphill. 1922. The Story of Santals: An Account on Santal Rebellion,
London, 1922.
4. K.S. Singh. 2006. Tribal Movements in India, New Delhi, 2006.
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UNIT-2 INDIGO REBELLION OF 1860
Structure
2.1 Learning objectives
2.2 Introduction
2.3 Peasant’s Movement in 19th Century
2.4 Indigo Rebellion of 1859-60
2.5 Causes of Blue Rebellion
2.6 Types of Indigo Cultivation
2.7 Nature of the Indigo rebellion
2.8 Course of the Rebellion
2.9 Indigo commission
2.10 Changes after Indigo rebellion
2.11 Conclusion
2.12 Summary/ Points to remember
2.13 Check your Progress
2.14 Model Questions
2.15 Suggested reading

2.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After going through this Unit, you will be able to –






Explain the peasant’s rebellion in the rural areas of Bengal.
Understand the exploitative nature of the Local rulers and indigo planters.
Describe the evil practices like Bethi , Begari and Tinkathiya which were prevalent in
society.
Explain the role of Bishnu Charan Biswas and Digambar Biswas and others.
Understand the exploitation, rural indebtedness and decline of subsistence of peasants.

2.2 INTRODUCTION
Establishment of British rule in India brought a drastic change in Indian agrarian
economy in 19thcentury. The old agrarian economy was collapsed with the introduction
of new agriculture policy by the colonial government. The changes in the agrarian
structure transformed the rural life and had a deep adverse economic impact on
peasantry. Various methods of cultivation as well as the land settlements system began
to be introduced for expansion of agriculture. Production of food crops were replaced
by the production of cash crops and raw material for industries. The intention of the
colonial government behind the improvement of agriculture was to obtain raw material
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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from India to cater the need of British Industries. Hence the adopted different agrarian
policy to enhance agricultural production and encouraged the peasants to grow
commercial crops. The Peasants were forced to grow the crops like cotton, jute and
indigo which were basically raw materials for British Industries. Although the
cultivation showed their unwilling to grow these cash crops, the British planters or
agents allured them to offer the advance loan for cultivation of these crops. The
innocent rural peasant became an easy prey of British planters, when they were provided
advance loan for cultivation. Initially the cultivators took loan s and cultivation the crops
prescribed the British agents but later on they could realized their exploitative nature.
In the long run, the agrarian policy adopted by the government did not hold good ad
there was gross discontentment among the peasantry section over high land revenue
demands, heavy taxation and corrupted practices of British officials and planters.
Growth of cash became no longer lucrative for the peasants due to excessive e
exploitation. The interference of local zamindars had further aggravated their misery.
They served as the prime mediator of British officers for making the peasants exploited.
Consequently, the Local peasant community raised their voice against the existing rules
and found colonial Government responsible for their deplorable condition.
2.3 PEASANT’S MOVEMENT IN 19TH CENTURY
The 19th century India witnessed a number of peasant uprisings. The major causes of
these movements were basically the rapid changes brought in the agrarian economy by
Britishers, their Maladministration and defective land revenue system. All these factors
led to disruption in agrarian society causing widespread suffering of the peasants. Apart
from these, people of rural areas suffered from evil practices like Bethi, Begari, arbitrary
evictions and heavy taxation etc. It cannot also be denied that atrocities to the peasantry
were increasing day by day either by local landlords and British officials. Introduction of
new land settlement system had again increased the rural indebtedness. There was also
decline of subsistence agriculture, local handicrafts and indigenous industries. On the
other hand, British economic policy of the time led to impoverishment of Indian
peasantry. Despite of all the adversities faced by peasants, the government gave a deaf
ear to their grievances. Hence, without caring to the government machinery, large
number of resented peasants came forward to articulate their demands and took up
arms against the colonial exploitation as well as oppression of zamindars. All the pessant
movement of 19th century sporadically broke out in various parts of the country. The
peasants and tribal also organized themselves and protested against the injustice done to
them. Some of the popular resistance of this century were as such The Bhil upring of
1823, Kol uprising of 1832, Moplah rebellion of Kerala in 1836-54, Santhal rebellion of
1855-73, Indigo rebellion of 1859-60
in Bengal and Deccan riot of 1875 in
Maharashtra etc.
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2.4 INDIGO REBELLION OF 1859-60
The Indigo rebellion is known as Blue rebellion or Neel Bidroha in Indian History. This
rebellion was response of indigo cultivator against the landlords, moneylenders and
British indigo contractors. The unjust economic policy and physical atrocities had
resulted this uprising in the Bengal area. The peasants of Bengal were fully dissatisfied
with the Indigo plantation Act of 1830. The forceful cultivation of Indigo by planters
was not liked by them. The planters compelled the cultivators to grow indigo instead of
food crops like rice, wheat and vegetables. Many a times the peasants suffered from
illegal levies by government and bonded labor in zamindari areas. The colonial
government had introduced the Ryotwari system in this region by which rural people
were exploited heavily. Their plights grew further when they approached to the local
Moneylenders to borrow loan to meet their livelihood. The oppressive Money lenders
provided them loan at higher interest rate which was not possible on the part of the
peasant to repay. In Such a critical juncture, being unable to cope up with circumstance
the indigo cultivator started their rebellion. The first rebellion of peasant was noticed at
Barasat in west Bengal in 1859 A.D.
2.5 CAUSES OF BLUE REBELLION
In the late 18th century the English East India Company took some initiatives to expand
cultivation in rural India. The Britishers persuaded peasants of Bengal region to cultivate
crops like opium and Indigo. They had also followed different methods to expand the
productivity of Indigo. By that time there was demand of Indian indigo in the European
markets. As there was demand of indigo in international market, British tried to capture
the market by supplying indigo from India. Hence they focused on indigo cultivation.
The indigo trade was also quite profitable due to high demand of blue dye in European
markets. The growing demand of indigo made the English East India Company to move
towards rural areas of Bengal where large scale fertile land was available. The British
Planters asked the peasants to grow indigo in their land. Thus indigo cultivation began in
Bengal and Bihar region particularly the fertile tract of Ganga plain. After 1800 onwards
the peasants of other parts of north India too started cultivating indigo. Indigo produced
from Bengal was of high quality and had dominated the European market. With the
increase of demand of Indigo, The British officials started investing their capital on
indigo cultivation. Many officials o the time even left their job and involved them in
indigo cultivation. Gradually the British planters established their monopoly over the
indigo production in Bengal. Very often advance loan were offered to the c indigo
cultivators for the purpose of cultivation. Over the principal amount of sanctioned loan,
a high rate of interest was imposed by the planters. After the end of the season, the
peasants faced difficulty in the payment of loan with interest. The government had also
imposed a heavy tax on cultivable land. In case the peasants failed to pay land revenue
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or the loan in time, they were brutally beaten up. Further, as the peasants were given
early loans, the peasants were forced to sell indigo only to the planters who had provided
them loans. The indigo cultivators sold their product at a non-profitable price to the
British planters much less then the market price. In case the cultivator refused to
cultivate indigo, and grow other crops like paddy and wheat, Then British agents often
tortured them and looted their grains after the harvest. Sometimes they burnt the crops
grown by them and terrorized the family members even did not hesitate to kidnap. Thus
the oppression of British planters over the peasants gradually increased. The peasants
were quite unhappy with this kind of inhuman act. Despite this, the Government
supported the British gomastha and agents and never cared for the misery of indigo
cultivators. The local zamindars who had offered land on rent to the planters remained
silent of all activities of planters to serve their purpose. In the mean time, Indigo
planter’s Association was formed; which had further worsened the condition of peasants
and added more difficulties to indigo farmers. This association played a great role in
fixing the price of indigo purchase and never took step to revise the price of indigo.
Hence the farmers were paid the price below the market rate of indigo. In zaminadari
area of Bengal a very notorious agrarian system was prevalent which was known as
Tinkathiya system. According to this system, landlord used to provide contract or
Thekedari lease to the indigo planters. So, all the British planters only obtained that
contract by appeasing them. Thus the plight of indigo farmers increased beyond the
limits. The immediate cause of Indigo rebellion was the decision taken by Eden, the
magistrate of Barasat. He vindicated the right of cultivators to grow any crops whatever
they liked. He also issued an order to the local administration for take appropriate line of
action to the indigo disputes. Thus many people decided not to cultivate indigo and did
not accept the loans. All the factors compelled the indigo farmers to raise their voice
against the system. Finally in 1859 all indigo cultivators of Barasat, Nadia and Pabna
region organized a strike to fulfill their demands. The rebellion of these peasants had
been vividly described in the book Neel Darpan of Dinabandhu Mitra.
2.6 TYPES OF INDIGO CULTIVATION
The British agents and contractors used two methods of indigo cultivation in Bengal
such as Nij cultivation and Ryoti cultivation. In Nij system of cultivation the planters
cultivated indigo either by purchasing the land or renting the land from the local
zamindars. The British agents hired the agricultural laborers and directly supervised the
cultivation. They involved themselves in the whole agricultural activities round the year.
But there were some problems in the Nij cultivation. As this indigo crop could be grown
up only in fertile land, the planters did not get adequate patches of land to expand the
area of cultivation. Sometimes the British indigo planters preferred to take lease land
located adjacent to the indigo factory so as to make their transportation easy. To get the
land near factory area, British planters evicted the local people from that region which
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often resulted in clash among the planters and local habitants. Another major problem
that the plants faced was getting plough and bullocks. The large scale cultivation in Nij
system required many ploughs and bullocks to cultivate, which was sometimes not
possible to get in rural areas. The second type of cultivation adopted by planters to grow
indigo was Ryoti cultivation. Under this system, the Br4itishers signed a contract or
agreement with Ryots or peasants and forced them to cultivate indigo. Sometimes the
village headman was forced to make agreement on behalf of peasants. The peasants who
signed the agreement with planters used to get advance loan at a low rate of interest to
grow indigo. The planters also helped the ryots to obtain good quality of seed and
manures. In this system of cultivation indigo was grown in the land belonged to
peasants. Agricultural accessories were provided by the planters and only peasants had
to care of the crops. After the harvest, the production was delivered to the planters.
There were some problems in this system too. Firstly the planters purchased indigo from
theirs ryots at a low price which was not satisfactory. Secondly the loans provided by
indigo planters to the ryots became a never ending process. This made the cultivators
rushed into indebtedness. Thirdly, the cultivation of indigo made the soil to lose its
fertility for many years. Thus the farmers could not grow other crops in that land.
Realizing all defects of indigo cultivation as well as the exploitative nature of British
planters, many peasants decided to leave indigo cultivation.

Fig.1. An indigo factory located near indigo fields, painting by William Simpson, 1863
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2.7 NATURE OF THE INDIGO REBELLION
The Blue rebellion of 1860 was purely localized in character. The movement was
limited only to peasantry section of Bengal. They formed the most illiterate and
exploitated section of Indian society. Those who participated in this movement actively
most of them belonged to the area of Nadia, Barasat, Pabna, Khulna, Dacca, Malda and
Dinajpur. There was also a participation rural woman in this uprising. The indigo
cultivators emerged as the main force in this agrarian strike that directly fought with
British agents demanding their rights. Primarily the demands of the peasants in this
uprising was based on certain economic issues like reduction of land tax, low rate of
interest on loan and revising the market prices of indigo etc. they had also opposed the
forceful extraction of illegal levies. This rebellion was completely directed against the
indigo planters, contractors, money lenders and Zamindars. The uprising also aimed at
abolition of zamindari system, Tikathiya system and forced labour. Thus, this movement
had very limited demands except some agrarian issues. Although the middle class
Bengali supported the cause of peasants, they directly never participated in this
movement. Some intellectual mass had taken some initiatives ventilate the grievances of
the peasants. The intellectual like Harish Chandra Mukharjee regularly published the
news of miserable condition f indigo planters in his newspaper the Hindu patriot. A
larger mass of Indian society kept themselves aloof from this rebellion due to its
sectional character. . Besides, the rebellious peasants had not possessed any king of new
ideology nor did they adopt any innovative social, economic and political programme.
The leaders of this movement were failed to make a mass appeal. However, some
national leaders were quite sympathetic to this cause of indigo farmers. Due to localized
nature of the movement, except some parts of Bihar and Bengal, most parts of north
India remained unaffected by this uprising. Hence the blue rebellion of 1860 was highly
isolated and rural in character. It was just an uprising which was fuelled by the
discontentment of cultivators under the British rule.

Fig.2. Mongolganj Indigo depot

Fig.3. Indigo plant brought from the fields to the factory
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2.8 COURSE OF THE REBELLION
The indigo rebellion broke out in 1859, when the ryots of Krishnanagar area of Barasat
subdivision refused to take advance loans from planter for the spring sowing. In the
same year, in Sirajaganj area of Nadia district too, there was conflict between old
zamindars and indigo planters. In the areas like Govindpur and Chaugacha peasants
launched a strike demanding their rights. Bishnu Charan Biswas and Digambar Biswas
were the prominent leaders of this uprising. Later on the uprising spread rapidly to
Burdwan, Pabna , Khulna and Narail region of Bengal. The aggressive indigo cultivators
refused to take loans from the planters came into clash with them. Planters used armed
forces to deal with the indigo cultivators which had aggravated the condition. The
peasants faced the armed attack of the planters and adopted the repulsive method. No
peasant was ready to enter into fresh contract with planters for indigo cultivation. To
intimidate the aggressive mass, the planters sent hundreds of Lathiyals or lathiman to the
rebellious area. The arrival of these forces caused enormous destruction of peasant’s
property. They started looting, killing and setting of the fire where ever they went.
However, with caring to the atrocities of the British lathiyals, the peasants marched to
the indigo depots, offices and factories with weapons to address their grievances. No
sooner the indigo farmers reached the indigo depots than all the lathiyal and gomastha
present in the depots were severely beaten up by them. Some of them were also killed by
this aggressive mob. In the mean time zamindars took the side of peasants and were
unhappy with planters. Some zamindars who used to help the British planters and gave
them land in rent were treated badly and despicably. Having seen offensive turn of the
rebellion, the British government tried a militant way of suppressing the revolt. The
government followed suppressive measures and established police and army camps in
the Pabna, Nadia and Burdwan region. The prominent leaders of the movement like
Biswanth Sardar of Assanagar, Kadar Molla of Pabna, Rafique Mondal of Malda and
Ramaratan Mullick of Narail were soon arrested. Worried by the rebellion, the
government called upon the British military force to protect the indigo planters from the
assault of peasants. Some peasant leaders were found guilty of killing some British
officers. Hence, the leader like Biswanath Sardar was mercilessly hanged by the British
police. As the situation was beyond the control of government, military forces were
deployed in different places to pacify the people and became successful in suppressing
the rebellion with in no time. It was due to Nawab Abdul Latif’s initiative and his
intention of putting an end to the rebellion of indigo planters; he approached the
government to take immediate action to adopt the reconciliatory policy towards the
farmers. Toward the last part of 1860 the government set up an indigo commission to
enquire about the causes of rebellion.
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2.9 INDIGO COMMISSION
The indigo revolt of 1859 was suppressed by the government with high hand. People
were mercilessly beaten up and put into prison. Finally, Government was successful in
bringing the situation under its control. After the rebellion, the government appointed
indigo commission which was supposed to work for the removal of abuses of indigo
cultivation. It made inquiry on the exploitation of planters and zamindars to the farmers.
The commission found the planters guilty and condemned their coercive method of
cultivation as well as exploitative strategy. This commission through its report
proclaimed that indigo cultivation was not a lucrative cultivation for the peasants.
Hence, it asked the peasant to take their independent decision to fulfill their existing
contracts as well as allowed them either to continue or refuse to grow indigo in future.
2.10 CHANGES AFTER INDIGO REBELLION
Historically blue rebellion can be considered as the first resistance of rural peasants
against British in economic and social terms. The response of the government to the
revolt was not so harsh and treated as peasant’s discontentment against British agents.
The revolt had a deep impact on colonial government. It soon made the lieutenant
governor to visit the indigo production area towards the end of 1859. He undertook a
ground survey of cultivator-planters relationship. After the rebellion, Indigo commission
was set up under the suggestion of Nawab Abdul Latif to look into the matter. The
commission recommended that the ryots could not be force to cultivate indigo and their
dispute would be solved though legal means. The government notification of 1860
abolished the forceful cultivation. Hence many cultivators left indigo cultivation and
continued their traditional cultivation. The rebellion also brought a radical change in the
indigo production in Bengal area. After the rebellion the indigo production almost
halved and the cultivation was gradually shifted to Bihar region. All the indigo factories
run by British agents were closed. Indigo production was fully collapsed after 1870 in
Bengal. The rebellion also prompted the colonial government to liberalize the taxation
policy over cultivable land. By this uprising, the peasants could realise the significance
of their unity that they had shown during the movement. Thus the blue rebellion stood
as a milestone for the peasants and others for ensuing political movements.

2.11 CONCLUSION
The Indigo cultivation of Bengal in the nineteenth century represented a repressive
agrarian system controlled by the British planters. The cultivation was based on
advances and debt and also extra-economic power. The indigo revolt began and ended as
an uprising against the planters. The peasant took up armed to adder their grievances
when their condition became miserable. This was hardly an anti-British movement in
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character. However, the indigo revolt paved way for more accountable policies on the
part of the government towards the peasantry. For the first time the British government
began paying attention to the Peasant welfare. Britishers also learned lesson form this
rebellion and peasants uprising began to be viewed with increasingly serious political
considerations and broader responsibilities.
2.12 POINTS TO REMEMBER
 People of rural areas suffered from evil practices like Bethi, Begari, arbitrary
evictions and heavy taxation etc. which were the main causes of peasant’s uprising.
 The rebellion of these peasants had been vividly described in the book Neel Darpan
of Dinabandhu Mitra.
 The British agents and contractors used two methods of indigo cultivation in Bengal
such as Nij cultivation and Ryoti cultivation.
 The indigo rebellion broke out in 1859, when the ryots of Krishnanagar area of
Barasat subdivision refused to take advance loans from planter for the spring sowing.

 Bishnu Charan Biswas and Digambar Biswas were the prominent leaders of this blue
rebellion.

2.13 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Who was magistrate of Barasat during the blue rebellion?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………
2. What is Ryoti cultivation?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………
3. Who were Lathiyals and Gomasthas?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………
4. When was the indigo commission set up by Government?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…….

2.14 Model Questions
1. Discuss the major causes of Indigo rebellion.
2. Write a note on Indigo commission.
3. Briefly discuss the role of Bishnu Charan Biswas and Digambar Biswas in Blue
rebellion.
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4. Differentiate between the Ryoti and Nij system of cultivation.
5. Explain the changes that took place after the rebellion.
2.15 SUGGESTED READING
1.
2.
3.
4.

Bipan Chandra: History of Modern India
V.D Mahajan: History of Modern India
Satish Chandra: History of Modern India
D.N. Dhanagare: Peasant Movements in India: 1920-1950
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UNIT-3 :

MOVEMENT OF 1857: CAUSES AND
CONSEQUENCES

Structures
3.0. Objectives
3.1. Introduction:
3.2. Causes of the Revolt
3.2.1. Political Causes
3.2.2. Social Causes
3.2.3. Religious Causes
3.2.4. Military Causes
3.2.5. Immediate Causes
3.3. Outbreak of the Revolution
3.4. Consequences of the Revolution
3.5. Let Us Sum Up
3.6. Check your Progress
3.7. Suggested Reading
3.0. OBJECTIVES
In previous chapters, the learners have already known about the two major resistance
movements i.e. Santhal Uprising (1856-57) and the Indigo rebellion (1860). The present
chapter gives information about the revolt occurred in 1857. However, after going
through this chapter, the learner will know about:





British Policy and Territorial Expansion
Causes of the revolt of 1857
Measures taken for Suppression of the Revolt
Consequences of Revolt 1857

3.1. INTRODUCTION
The Revolt of 1857 in many respects, a milestone in the history of India. It was the first
major resistance of different sections of Indian society aggrieved for multitudes of
reasons. The event caused great ripples inside the British power corridors though they
tried hard to downplay and hide the importance of the event. The opinion and views of
the scholars and contemporary leaders differ from each other as to the nature of this
revolt. John Seeley said "It was wholly unpatriotic and selfish Sepoy Mutiny with no
organised leadership and popular support”, ‘R.C. Mazumdar’ opined it as First National
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War of Independence of Benjamin Disraeli, a contemporary conservative leader and the
former Prime Minister of United Kingdom remarked it asA national revolt rooted in
deep mistrust”. Further V.D. Savarkar published his book ‘ The Indian War of
Independence' in 1909 in London and described the great event, The Revolt of 1857 as
'the First War of Independence", S.N. Sen, expressed his view that, the Revolt began as
a fight for religion and ended as a war of Independence. Ashok Mehta expressed the
view that the revolt was in the national character. T. R Holmes, a British historian
popularized a view that "the Revolt of 1857 was a conflict between civilization and
barbarism".
On closer examination of the nature of the Revolt of 1857, however, reveal that none of
the above arguments is tenably acceptable. The colonial description of the event as a
mere Mutiny fails to justify because although it was started by the Seepoys, kings,
princes, peasants and people alike joined it making the revolt comprehensive. The event
was deliberately denigrated in its importance in order to erase its hangover from public
psyche and accordingly colonial literature was created. The view of Savarkar branding it
as the First War of Independence also holds no ground. The sense of Pan- Indianism and
the spirit of nationalism were absolutely not present among the leaders of the Revolt.
Further, none of the leaders fought with an agenda of expelling the British from whole
of India nor was there any common programme of action. The leaders fought for their
own local cause. Similarly, the view of clash of civilisations lacks any credible
justifications. No doubt, the British had the pride and vanity of being civilised and
modern as a civilisation but at least till the first quarter of nineteenth century the Indians
didn’t realise their civilisation to be so superior to have clashed with the so-called
civilised British people. On a neutral note, it can be said, the Revolt of 1857 was the first
most comprehensive outburst of discontentment of different sections of people of India
highly aggrieved against British policies over the years. It is far more than a mutiny but
definitely less than a first war of independence.
After the defeat of the Nawab of Bengal, Siraj-ud-daulah in 1757 in the Battle of
Plessey, the British East India Company controlled all the power of the King indirectly
turning the Nawab to just a puppet of the east India company . After the complete
control over the Bengal, after 1765 and receiving the Diwani power from Sha Alam II,
the English now turned their greedy eyes and wanted to rule over the golden sparrow of
Indian subcontinent. They gradually started enjoying the political clout of India by hook
or crook and applied different types of imperialistic policies to annex Indian territories.
The subsidiary alliance and the doctrine of Lapse were the necked example of British
imperialism to grave political supremacy in India, they used Indian resource to conquer
the land, apart from diplomacy they never hesitated to conquest territory through war. In
order to subjugate this vast land they applied different administrative innovations which
were detrimental to the Indians. Due to their exploitative land revenue tenures,
acquisition and assessment of forest land depressing the primordial rights of the tribes,
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blatant economic exploitation along with plundered of raw materials, expansion of
railways displacing the habitats of the tribal’s, increasing interferences of Indian socioreligious affairs, so of vanity of being racially superior and inhuman treatment of the
Indians, denigrating Indian socio-cultural tradition resulted in general discontentment
among the Indians.
This accumulated discontentment of the peoples of India cutting across the different
sections of Indian society resulted in the outbreak of the Great Revolution in A.D.1857.
The revolution shook the British Empire from its very foundation, and at some points, it
seemed as though the British rule would end for all time to come. The revolution started on
the issue of Enfield rifle by the 19th Battalion of Barrackpore now taken the shape of a
great rebellion. Although much before many small and big uprisings broke out in the
different corners of the Indian subcontinent, they did not cover a wider part of the
country. The movement started in 1857 and covered a larger part of the country, forcing
the British crown to change their attitude towards the Indians and made changes to their
policy. However, various causes were responsible for the outbreak of the revolution in
1857.
3.2. CAUSES OF THE REVOLT
The revolt of 1857 was not an incident that occurred in one or two days. From the eve of
the battle of Plassey to the morning of the revolution, it took hundred years of chaos and
confusion that eventually gave birth to this revolt. However, various causes were
responsible for the outbreak of the revolution.
3.2.1. Political Causes
After the annexation of Bengal, the British East India Company adopted various
imperialistic policies to capture the territories in India. By following various policies, a
small mercantile company succeeded to control the Indian Subcontinent. The British
East India company Governor general consciously followed imperialistic annexation
policies in order to expand British territory in India , the prevailing political situation
particularly in North India provided golden opportunity, for application of diplomatic
policies like Subsidiary and Doctrine of Lapse
3.2.1.1 Subsidiary Alliance and Doctrine of Lapse
Wellesley introduced Subsidiary Alliance, which acted as bait for native rulers of India.
The native ruler who wanted Political supremacy were lured British friendship and
eventually lost their independents, Hyderabad, Tanjore, Oudh etc.. became British
dependency accepting subsidiary alliance, although, the Subsidiary Alliance was the
Brain child of Robert Clive, it was aggressively implemented by Lord Wellesley.
Similarly Doctrine of Lapse snatched away a lot of native territories and were annexed
to British Dominion.
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Much before Lord Dalhousie, in 1834 the policy of Doctrine of lapse was articulated by
the Court of Directors of the East India Company. According to this policy if the king or
ruler have died without any male heir, then the queen cannot declare or adopt any of his
relative as his successor, rather she had to relinquish her rights and surrender the empire
to the East India Company and continue to look after the state affairs. The Company
reserved its rights to allow adoption or denied.
Before Dalhousie, many small principalities came under this policy i.e. Mandvi (1839),
Kolaba and Jalaun (1840), and Surat (1842). When Lord Dalhousie became the
Governor-General he used this policy most vigorously and during his tenure, many
important princely states came under the British crown i.e. Satara (1848), Jaitpur and
Sambalpur (1849), Bhagat (1850), Udaipur (Chhattisgarh) (1852), Jhansi (1853),
Nagpur (1854), Tore and Arcot (1855). By adopting this policy East India Company
added nearly four million pounds to its annual revenues.
3.2.1.2 Annexation of Avadh
From the beginning, the ruler of Awadh, Nawab Wazid Ali Shah was a supporter and
faithful to the British Empire, but Dalhousie accused the mismanagement of Nawab in
state administration and taluqdars in local administration and sent the company's army
to annex it to the British Empire. After the annexation of Awadh in 1856 by Lord
Dalhousie, he created an atmosphere of rebellion in Awadh and the company army’s.
Dalhousie's action angered the company’s sepoys, 75,000 of whom came from Awadh.
They helped the British on various battlefields but had certain regional feelings and
patriotism and they did not want the British Empire to control their homeland.
Moreover, the annexation of Awadh adversely affected the Sepoys and they were bound
to pay higher taxes on land. Besides, the common man paid higher land revenue, and
additional taxes on the article of food, houses, ferries, opium, and justice. Further,
thousand of nobles and officials became jobless after the dissolution of the Nawab,s
administration. Similarly, merchants, shopkeepers, and craftsman who had catered to the
Awadh Court and nobles lost their livelihood. Moreover, the British confiscated the
estates of a majority of the taluqdars or zamindars. These disposed taluqdars, numbering
nearly 21,000 and were anxious to regain their lost estate and positions. In this way, the
policy of annexation terrified the native rulers and they began to doubt the integrity of the
Firangee. The English lost their political prestige, they repeatedly broke their own
written pledge and treaties with the Indian states and they continued their annexation
process which developed a revolutionary attitude among the people. A prominent
English historian ‘Ludlow’ has written, “Surely there was not a woman whom such
annexation did not tend to make our enemy, not a child whom they did not tend to train
in upon hatred to the Firangee rule”.
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3.2.1.3 Attitude towards the Native Rulers
Besides this, the English adopted a policy of misbehaviour towards the native rulers and
ignored them. Lord Dalhousie decided to abolish the title of Bahadur Shah Zafar. He
also refused to accept Mirza Jaman Bakhl as the successor of Bahadur Shah Zafar. The
Governor-General also ordered the Mughal emperor to vacate his residence, the Red
Fort, and reside in the Qutub region. In the same way Dalhousie maltreated Peshwa Baji
Rao’s adopted son Nana Sahib and warned him that the state of Bithur could be taken
away from him any time. The imperialistic policy of Lord Dalhousie was not relished by
the native rulers. They took it as an assault on their honor and hence they decided to
avenge themselves. The following statement of Napier justifies the views of the English
people towards the Indians, "Were I emperor of India for twelve years, no Indian prince
should exist. The Nizam should be no more heard of Nepal would be ours.” This and
other such views forced the native rulers to do away with the English.
3.2.2. Economic Causes
The economic causes were one of the most important causes for the revolution; these
include the land settlement system, destruction of the craft industry, cotton industry, and
free trade policy of the company, commercialisation of agriculture, drain of wealth,
depesentisation on favourable balance of trade etc.
3.2.2.1 Land Settlement
The English introduced new land settlements to extract and accumulate as much money
as possible from the cultivators. They introduced Permanent, Ryotwari, and Mahalwari
land tenures, each one more oppressive and exploitative than others. The permanent land
settlement was effective in Bengal presidency and a large part of the Northern Province
of India. This system questioned the hereditary rights of peasants on lands, which they
enjoyed much before. Now the revenue officers and loyal Zamindars have given the
proprietary rights on the land. Further, the status of cultivators was reduced and they
became simple tenants. The companies appointed new landlords and who have to pay
10/11 of the entire rent derived from the farmers, and in case they failed to do so the
company sold their property to others. In 1820 Thomas Munro introduced the Ryotwari
land settlement system in Madras, Assam, Bombay, and Coorg Province of British India.
According to this land settlement the Land ownership rights were handed over to the
peasants and the company directly collected taxes from the Peasants. They collected
50% tax from the dry land and 60% on irrigated land, perhaps this land settlement
initially helped the Peasants but the company frequently increased the land tax which
was creating the problem. In 1822 Mahalwari system was introduced by Holt Mackenzie
and further, it was reformed during the tenure of Lord William Bentick in 1833. This
system was introduced in central and North-Western province, Punjab, Agra, Gangetic
valley, etc. of British India. However, these land revenue tenures provided the
'ownership rights to the Peasants and the Headman of the village community have been
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assigned to collect the taxes and submit them to the company. If the farmers did not paid
the due amount before times then they have to pay the extra charges. Besides,
sometimes they were bound to borrow money from the money lenders as loan. If the
Peasants could not pay back the loan interest then the money lenders sized the land of
the peasants, rendering them landless. They turned as labourers in the land of their
money lenders.
3.2.2.2 Destruction of Indigenous Industry
The Industrial Revolution occurred in England in the 19th century. Hence various big
factories were established in various parts of England and other parts of the British
colony. For the smooth running of these factories, the English not only required raw
material but also needed new markets for the sale of the manufactured goods. However,
after the battle of Plassey (1757) and the acquisition of Diwani (1765) in Bengal, the
English monopolized the market and controlled over the production and export of the
products. Gradually, the company imposed various rules and the English traders
flourished by destroying the native trades of India. Raw material from India began to be
exported to the English factories and their manufactured goods were imported to our
country. Further, the English needed a new market for the sale of company products, and
that way India was the fittest market for them.
Prior to the advent of English, India touched the highest zenith in the field of handloom
and textile market. Indian product was highly demanded in the civilized world. Most of
the products were traditionally manufactured by the native weavers and they have
maintained a supply chain. But subsequently, the English imposed a policy of one-way
free trade on India after 1813, and the invasion of British manufacturers, in particular
cotton textiles, immediately followed, further they forced the native weavers to work for
the company and imposed a meager tax on the raw material and increase taxes on
manufactured goods produced by the native weavers. On the other sides, they sold their
products to the Indian market in comparison to the other native manufacturers. In the
parliamentary inquiry of 1840 it was reported that while British cotton and silk goods
imported into India paid a duty of 3½ percent and woolen goods 2 percent, Indian cotton
goods imported into Britain paid 10 percent, silk goods 20 percent, and woolen goods 30
percent" the result was that by the middle of the nineteenth-century Indian exports of
cotton and silk goods practically ceased.
The Britishers captured important manufacturing areas viz. Dhaka, Surat, Murshidabad
and controlled them by imposing various rules. The populous cities were depopulated,
not only the cotton-weaving and spinning industries were the worst hit but also the silk,
woollen, iron, pottery, glass, paper, metals, guns, shipping, oil-pressing, tanning, and
dyeing industry were seriously affected and it paralyzed the economic backbone of the
common people.
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In 1853 Karl Marx described in his book “It was the British intruder who broke up the
Indian handloom and destroyed the spinning wheels. England began with depriving the
Indian cotton from the European Market; it then introduced twist into Hindustan and in
the end inundated the very mother country with cotton”.
The process of economic exploitation continued and consequently, poverty went on
increasing day by day and the people of every caste, class, and creed had to fall victims
to this exploitation. Further, the Britishers increase the land revenue and forced the
farmers to pay the same. In case some farmers failed to pay the revenue, their land was
auctioned. Thus they were compelled to pay the land revenue constantly under all
circumstances and even at the cost of their lives, even in case of natural calamities. The
British economic policies developed hatred among all section of the society, and they
have started organizing themselves to protest against the company.
3.2.3. Socio-Religious Causes
From the initiation, there was no divergence between the Indian society and its religion they
were the two sides of the same coin. Undoubtedly several rulers came to India and ruled over
the land from time in memorial, but the socio-religious factors were fully untouched by
them. But after the English occupation of India, they started penetrating India's sensitive
factors and tried to exploit them.
3.2.3.1 Spread of Christianity
The charted act of 1813 compelled the company to permit the Christian missionary to
come out to India under license. After that date, their proselytizing activities created a
sense of alarm among both the Hindus and Muslims who were especially sensitive in
religious matters. Major Edward had openly declared that "the Christianization of India
was to be the ultimate end of our continued possession of it".
Further, with the introduction of the "Religious disabilities act 1850" The English
amended the law of succession of the Hindus to encourage conversion to Christianity.
According to this Act, any person who got converted to Christianity was not to lose his
right to his ancestral property. Thus, by giving incentive to the Indians Lord Dalhousie
encouraged Proselytization, and it was purely against the old Indian custom and
tradition.
The intention of the English rule was clear that they wanted to build India as the land of
Christianity. The British East India Company not only patronized the Christian
missionaries but also allowed them to preach their religion and convert the Indians. The
English moved heaven and earth to spread Christianity. They made the study of the Bible
compulsory in their educational institutions and tempted the prisoners to adopt Christianity.
Gopinath Nandi, a Bengali convert to Christianity noted, “The prisoners in the jail were
also daily instructed in Christianity and general knowledge by a Christian teacher, and
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every Sabbath morning the Gospel was preached by me. This privilege was granted by
our pious magistrates”.
The hospital regulations also created suspicion in the minds of the Indians. Hidayat Ali,
a contemporary Writer remarks, “In 1849 or A.D.1850, the authorities of Saharanpur
caused a large hospital to be built up for the sick of all creeds and persuasions. The
principal authorities issued a proclamation, saying that all sick, men or women, high or
low, Purdah Nasheen or others, must resort to his hospital for treatment and all native
practitioners were forbidden to prescribe or attend the sick. People imagined in their
ignorance that it was the intention of the British to take away the dignity and honor of
all." In addition, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan has also written, “All persons, whether
intelligent or ignorant, respectable or otherwise, believed that the Government was
really and sincerely desirous of interfering with the religion and customs of the people,
converting them all, whether Hindus or Mohammedans, to Christianity and forcing them
to adopt European manners and habits”. Further, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan has pointed out
that during the general famine of 1837, numbers of orphans were converted to
Christianity and this fact was considered throughout the North-Western Provinces as
convincing proof of the intention of the government to reduce the country to poverty,
and thus make its people Christians. The institutionalization and patronisation of
Christianity by the English provoked discontent against the Company.
3.2.3.2 Interferences in Social Rites and Rituals
The Indian society and its religious beliefs were the most rigid and full of rites and
rituals from its initiation and they strictly followed them. But there was a big interference
occurred in the most sensitive factor of Indian society by the English rule that was the
abolition of "Sati" a cruel practice practised in the western part of India. It was abolished by
Lord William Bentinck, the then governor-general of India in 1829. Moreover, he promoted
inter-caste marriage, widow remarriage, women's education, etc. Though these were
taken by Bentinck, it was not accepted by the conservatives positively, they reacted
sharply against government policies to temper with India’s socio-religious practices.
3.2.3.3 Introduction of Modern Education
With the introduction of modern education, the company established many schools and
colleges. They provided only modern and western education. It destroyed the ethics of
noble age-old Indian education. It reduced the importance of Ashramas, Gurukulas, Pandits,
Maulvis, and Madrasas and demolished the traditional education system of India. The
English also destroyed the fabric of education. They wanted to keep most of the Indian
people uneducated. Because they knew that the educated persons would become aware of
their rights, and duties, hence there would always remain a possibility of their revolting.
Malcolm Lewin remarks, "we have insulted their caste, we have abrogated their laws of
inheritance; we have changed their marriage institutions, we have ignored the most
sacred rites of their religion; we have delivered up their pagoda property to confiscation;
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we have branded them in official records as heathens, we have seized the possessions of
their native princes and confiscated the estates of their nobles, we have unsettled the
country by our exactions, and collected the revenue by means of torture, we have sought
to uproot the most ancient aristocracy of the world and to degrade it to the condition of
pariahs.”
The above description of the English writer indicates that all the English writers did not
have the same opinion but it is a fact that attempts were being made to convert the people
into Christianity on a large scale. The Christian missionaries were permitted to enter
India in A.D. 1813, for the purpose of proselytization. In order to show the superiority of
the English race, the English did not permit the Indians to take part in their social
activities. The Indians were not allowed to enter the hotels managed by the Europeans.
They wrote at the gates of their hotels to humiliate Indians, “Indian and dogs are not
allowed.” Further, Vir Savarkar has pointed out that the superior military officers and
civil servants used to abuse the very names of ‘Rama’ and ‘Mohammad’ and prevail
upon the ‘sepoy’ and the civilian to embrace the Christianity faith. Besides, the ‘sepoy'
was promised promotion if they accepted Christianity. However, due to the above
factors, the common masses developed high discontent against the English, which
reflected in the 1857 revolt.
3.2.4 Military Causes
The Military cause is the major factor for the uprising in 1857, the sepoys in the East
India Company's army particularly those have Indian origin had many grievances. After
the annexation of Bengal, the company maintained a standing army to tackle the
emergency and the first general recognition of the Indian armies of the East India
Company took place in 1796. The company has then about 13,000 European soldiers
and 57,000 Indians, of whom Bengal and Madras presidency had 24,000 each and
Bombay presidency 9,000. The company armies were recruited from the various
sections of the society. Further, the East India Company added some additional troops to
maintain British dominions in all directions, and mostly the local corps was recruited in
this section. Besides, there were troops maintained by the Indian rulers under the terms
of the Subsidiary Alliance. These troops were maintained and paid by the Indian rulers
but they were usually fought for the Company.
The Indian soldiers recruited from the Bombay and Madras generally belonged to
Mophlas and other Muslims, Hindus from the Mangalore and Tellicherri, Tamils, and
Telugus popularly known as Trilingas. The Bengal armies were chiefly high caste
Hindus viz., Brahmans, Jats, Rajputs, and sturdy Pathans from the same region.
However they have mostly occupied the higher position in company armies but after the
Inclusion of the Englishman, gradually the native officers lost their names and positions.
The fares of Indian soldiers were less as compared to the Englishman, although they
were highly skilled and experienced; besides, they were victims of the inferiority
complex and the attitude and behaviors of Company personnel’s towards Indian soldiers
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were very crude. A retired officer noted that "The entire army of British India amount to
315,520 men costing £9,802,235. Out of this sum, no less than £5,668,110 are expended
on 51,316 English officers and soldiers, further, they were paid in a manner that is
unknown to others.
Hence it is quite evident that the cause of resentment already existed among the
soldiers of the East India Company but when the English annexed Avadh, it offended the
soldiers so much because three-fourths of them belonged to Avadh. Hence the
dissatisfaction took a militant shape for their kith and kin were deprived of the patronage of
the Nawab by this annexation. Maulana Azad has written about it, “The annexation of
Avadh marked the beginning of a rebellious mood in the army generally and in the Bengal
army in particular. It gave a rude shock to the people. They suddenly realized that the power
which the company had acquired through their service and sacrifice was utilized to
liquidate their own land”.
At the same time, Lord Canning passed General Service Enlistment Act in 1856 and
according to it, he asked the Indian soldiers to go to the distant countries without extra
allowance or batta. The Hindus did not want to travel beyond the seas due to their religious
feelings; hence their discontentment increased all the more. The soldiers of Barrackpur
and Bengal refused to go to Burma and Sindh respectively without extra allowance. Further,
the British authorities disallowed the Hindus and the Muslim sepoys from showing their
religious marks. They were forbidden to wear vermilion marks on their forehead or
turban on their head. The Muslim sepoys were forced to shave off their beard. These
restrictions wounded the religious sentiments of the sepoys.
Their resentment is clearly visible in the following declaration which was made by the
soldiers during the period of revolt, “We have ungrudgingly shed our blood in the service
of our foreign masters, we have conquered for them kingdom after kingdom until nothing
remained to be annexed within the four corners of the country. But what has been the
return? Spoliation of our people, degradation of our princes and worst of all
inconceivable insults to our religion”.
Sir ‘Henry Lawrence’ also remarked, “In case, justice was not done with the soldiers,
they will themselves find out the way to get rid of these problems”. Further, Dr. Tara
Chand remarks in this context, “The pride of the Indians was wounded, Royal families
were humiliated, The nobility was divested of influence. The people lay prostrate before
the might of the foreigner. Hence, it is not surprising that both the civilian and the soldier
were exasperated and ready to take up arms against the foreign rulers”.
3.2.5 Immediate Cause of the Revolution
Much earlier the Indian part of armies started a protest against the company, but the
immediate cause of the revolt of 1857 was the introduction of the Enfield Rifle because
it is believed that the cartridge of the Enfield Rifle had to be bitten off before use. But its
cartridge was made of skin of peaks and cows, while cow was sacred to the Hindus peak
was hated by the Muslims
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. The Hindus could not eat a sacred animal like a cow and the Muslims could not eat pork
as they thought it to be impure. So, the introduction of the Enfield Rifle had upset the
feelings of the Hindus and Muslims who comprised a major section in British Indian
Army they were against it.
3.3. OUTBREAK OF THE REVOLUTION
The historians have divergent opinions about the beginning of this revolt. Some scholars
opine that it was an organized attempt made by the Indians in order to get rid of the rule of
the English. Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad writes, “It will be difficult to assume in the face of
available evidence that the revolt erupted suddenly without prior preparation and some
organization.” But the other groups of historians do not agree with this view and reject it
to be an organized conspiracy. Dr. S.N. Sen and Dr. R. C. Majumdar denied it to a
planned and organized effort. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad has also written, “The events
of A.D. 1857 were not the result of careful planning nor were there any masters minds
behind it.” Dr. Ishwari Prasad’s description of Chapatis (bread) and red lotus also hold;
no water against the arguments of Dr. Majumdar and others.
However, some scholars opine that the 31st may A.D. 1857 was fixed as the date of
the revolution in the entire country but owing to the Mistakes of Mangal Pandey, a
soldier in Barrackpur the secret could not be kept which harmed the revolt tremendously.
On 19th March when the greased cartridges were issued to the 19th Battalion of
Barrackpur, Mangal Pandey could not tolerate it and he began to instigate the soldiers
against the British government. When some English officers tried to capture him, he
assassinated them. Consequently, he was caught and hanged to death. On the death of
Mangal Pandey, the soldiers of Meerut raised a standard of revolt against the English;
gradually, it spread through the whole of northern India and among various battalions of
the Indian army. Nana Sahib, Bahadur Shah Zafar, Tantia Tope, Maharani Jhansi Rani
Laxmi Bai, Kunwar Singh, Maulvi Ahmad Shah, and others took an active part in this
revolt based on the sense of brotherhood. They started fierce opposition to the
government. They expected that the revolt would certainly make the English tremble in
their boots and force them to flee India. Although the revolt had the support of the people, it
was mostly based on the army.
The rebels continued to hold their own for a pretty long time in Delhi, Meerut,
Agra, Allahabad, Avadh, Rohilkhand, Patna, and the adjacent areas. At some places, the
hold of the English was almost over. But there was no unity among the native rulers, so
they remained divided. Some of the rulers supported the revolution, while others isolated
themselves. Moreover, some of the native rulers supported the English in the
suppression of the revolt. Gorkha soldiers need special mention here because they
supported the English in the suppression of the revolt whole-heartedly. Creation of
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Zamindars through land tenure systems was of great benefits to the British because they
stood rock solid beside British Empire during the revolution.
After the failure of the revolt of A.D. 1857, the English officers resorted to stern
policy against the Indians, who participated in the revolt. The rebels were tortured and
tormented along with the general masses. The atrocities committed by Nadir Shah paled
before the plunder and massacre resorted to by the English. The correspondent of the
‘times’ affirms the above description, “No such scene has been witnessed in the city of
Shah Jahan since the days of Nadir Shah.”
3.4. CONSEQUENCES OF THE REVOLUTION
The revolt of A.D. 1857 deeply influenced the relations between the English and the
Indian rulers and it brought about some fundamental changes in the administrative
system of India. Although this revolt was crushed by the English ruthlessly, it touched
their conscience and they began to realize that it would be in their own interest to finish
the rule of the East India Company in India as soon as possible. Otherwise, they would
be uprooted from India by some other successful revolution. The following were the
significant results of this revolt.
3.4.1 Transformation of Power
Although after the passing of the Regulating Act the British government began to
establish its control on the East India Company, actually the company continued to rule
till A.D. 1857. The revolt of A.D. 1857 highlighted the demerits and the shortcomings of
the company. As a result, the British Parliament passed the Act of A.D.1858 which came
to be known as the Act of the Transfer power. According to this Act, the Administration
of the Queen was established in India in place of the Administration of the East India
Company. Thus the court of Directors was replaced by the Indian Council. It was to the
led by the secretary of state for India. In this way the government of England assumed
the powers of the Company.

,

Provisions of the Queen's proclamation of 1858
The Company's territories in India were to be vested in the Queen, the Company
ceased to exercise its power and control over these territories. India was to be governed in
the Queen's name.
The Queen's Principal Secretary of State received the powers and duties of the
Company's Court of Directors. A council of fifteen members was appointed to assist the
Secretary of State for India. The council became an advisory body in Indian affairs. For all
the communications between Britain and India, the Secretary of State became the real
channel.
The Secretary of State for India was empowered to send some secret dispatches to
India directly without consulting the Council. He was also authorized to constitute special
committees of his Council.
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The Crown was empowered to appoint a Governor-General and the Governors of the
Presidencies.
An Indian Civil Service was to be created under the control of the Secretary of State.
All the property and other assets of the East India Company were transferred to the
Crown. The Crown also assumed the responsibilities of the Company as they related to
treaties, contracts, and so forth.
The Act ushered in a new period of Indian history, bringing about the end of Company rule
in India. The era of the new British Raj would last until the Partition of India in August
1947, at which time all of the territories of the British Raj was granted dominion status
within the Dominion of Pakistan and the Union of India.
3.4.2 Cooperation of the Indians in Administration
The Indians were kept aloof from the administrative services by the English. It offended
them so much. So, the Act of A.D.1861 was passed and the policy of seeking the
cooperation of the Indians was adopted henceforth the English began to enlist the
support and cooperation of the Indians in the administration. Besides, after the
revolution, the Transfer Act of A.D.1858 was passed, and the title of the ‘Governor
General’ changed and known as the Viceroy of India.
3.4. 3 Reorganization of the Indian Army
The Indian army was reorganized. The army of the crown was united with that of the
Company and it was named as the army of the Emperor. The number of English officers
and soldiers was increased and the Indian army was organized based on caste and
provincialism so that in case of any other revolt in India, the newly organised army could
be used against each other on the basis of caste and religion and their unity and affection
towards the people might be done away with. Thus the English ended the possibility of any
chance of cooperation between the people and the army. The caste-minded people had no
sympathy with the army, nor had the army any sympathy for the people belonging to other
castes. Moreover, artillery was the most important part of the army and the English keep it
under their control. The ratio between Indian Sepoys and European soldiers was
rationalised into 2:1.
3.4.4

Distrust towards the Indians

After the revolt of A.D. 1857, the trust of the English in the Indians was completely
shattered and they began to doubt their integrity. The English soldiers hated the Indians and
from the very outbreak of the revolt, they also began to doubt those who were fighting on
their side. Hence, the English had stopped appointing the Indians on posts of significance.
As a result of this, the feeling of inferiority cropped up among the Indians. The
government started taking of a conscious policy against the Muslims because they were
considered the main conspirator for outbreak of the revolt.
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3.4.5 Difference between the Hindus and the Muslims
As a result of the failure of this revolt, differences and distrust cropped up between the
Hindus and the Muslims as both began to look at one another as being responsible for
the failure of the revolt. As the Muslims took part in this revolt more actively than the
Hindus, they were crushed ruthlessly by the English. After the suppression of the revolt,
the English hanged twenty-four princes. Similarly, the Muslims were subjected to more
economic exploitation than the Hindus.
3.4.6 Change of Policy towards the Indian states
After the revolt of A.D.1857 Queen Victoria declared ‘now no native estates would be
incorporated into the English empire. Lord Dalhousie’s policy of ‘Doctrine of Lapse’
would no more be enforced now and the native rulers would be permitted to adopt a
child if they so desired. The decision made by Queen Victoria, change the mindset of
many small and big provincial rulers of the Indian states and they continued their
loyalty. The decision was a masterstroke of the British government, to attract the Indian
rulers and gain their continuous support for the establishment of the British Empire.
3.4.7 Expansion of Western Education
The English in order to establish their control over the Indians, encouraged the
expansion of English education, and a university was founded in India in A.D.1858 so
that the Indians might give up their old traditions and resort to the study of the English
administrative and judicial system. Besides, the English also understood that they had
committed a mistake by spoiling their relations with the native rulers because it was very
difficult for them to get the favor of the people but it was not very difficult to get the
support and cooperation of one or the other native ruler.
3.4.8 Feeling of Nationalism
The British government on the one hand tried to win the confidence of the people of
India by providing them with services in their administration, while on the other, they
tried their best to crush the feelings of nationalism throbbing in the hearts of the people,
because they considered, that if the feeling of nationalism was not suppressed, it would
be very difficult for them to continue their control over India. For this, they took up two
schemes Expansion of western Education and the Spread of Christianity. No doubt, the
English government used to do so even before the outbreak of the revolt, but now they paid
special attention to this matter and intended to make the youths of India, Western-oriented
so that they would give up any feelings of nationalism which, might be lurking in their
hearts.
Moreover, bitterness and racial hatred were the end results of the revolt. Dr. Bisheshwar
Prasad writes, “The old attitude of guardianship of the inferior flock held by the
superior race characterized by ‘pride, prejudice and haughtiness’ was transformed into
one of bitterness.” Hence the Indians also considered the English as their rivals in the
years to come. Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad also criticizes the policy of economic exploitation
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by the English in these words, “The entire mechanism of government both in its civil and
military aspects was directed to subserve imperialism and add to the affluence of the
capitalist class of Britain and enhance the prosperity of the ruling race.”
3.5 LET US SUM UP
The great revolt of 1857 was considered as one of the greatest events of modern India.
Although the views and opinions of historians is differed from each other, but the revolt
of 1857 casted a deep impact on East India Company to reform themselves and
reintroduce new policies towards the Indian people. The British were compelled to
change their mindset.
No doubt the British scholars described the revolution as a mere sepoy mutiny but it
awakened the rebellion in the hearts of Indians against the mighty Britishers. This was
suppressed from the initial stage of British occupation. And it stepped towards a second
attempt to oust the English from the lap of their motherland. It greatly planted the seed
of nationalism in the hearts of the common masses. Although, the revolt of 1857 was
successfully suppressed by the British government, before achieving its objectives and
desire, but first time ever in the history of India it seemed an awakening spirit flourished
among the Indians and basing on this foundation the embryo of Indian Nationalism was
nurtured by the Nationalist leaders of later years, raising the national consciousness
among the Indian people. Thus, it becomes quite evident that the revolt of A.D. 1857
was a turning point in the history of India. No doubt the British government had crushed
it on the strength of its power and resources, but the feeling of discontentment and
nationalism continued to be nourished in the hearts of the people for a desire for
freedom. This became a driving force during the national movement as well.
3.6 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. Write a short note on the political causes of the 1857 revolution?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………..……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Describe the attitude of East India Company towards the Indian Sepoy?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………..……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Write a Short about the leaders of the 1857 revolt?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………..……………………………………………………………………………………
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……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What is Subsidiary Alliance and Doctrine of Lapse?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
………..……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
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