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10.1 INTRODUCTION
The names such as Athens and Sparta are well know to students of history. While the
Achaemenids were building a vast empire which extended in the west to the shores of
the Aegean Sea and included many Greek settlements of Anatolia, in Greece itself a
brilliant civilization was taking shape. The pattern of development of ancient Greece
represents an exception during the age of empires. Greece was unique in that it was
the centre of a great civilization but did not develop into an empire or even a
territorially large political state. The historical experience of Greece therefore needs
to be examined from the point of view of its distinctiveness.
Circa 500 BC marks the beginning of the classical age of Greece, the most glorious
phase of ancient Greek civilization. The classical age lasted from c. 500 BC to the
Macedonian conquest of the Greek states in 338 BC. The classical age represented
the culmination of a long historical process during which the foundations of Greek
civilization were laid. By about 2000 BC the large island of Crete in Greece had
emerged as the centre of the first bronze age civilization in Europe. This was the
Minoan civilization which flourished between 2000 and 1400 BC.
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In our discussion in this Unit first we will familiarise you with the geographical
spread of the Greek Civilization. This would be followed by a chronological
development of Greek civilization. This has been divided into two major sections i.e.
i) Early Greek Civilization and ii) Archaic and Classical Period. The former has three
main epochs the Minoan Civilization, the Mycenaean Civilization and the Dark Age.
The latter has been discussed together in one section. In this section we have taken
note of specific developments and features of whole period. The most important
feature of the period is conflict of landed aristocracy with peasants, and transition to
democracy. Formation of Delian league and emergence of Deme are other important
events. In the end a brief account of the development of philosophical thought in
Greece would be provided.

10.2 GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES
Before we proceed to examine the evolution of Greek civilization it would be useful
to outline the geographical features of Greece. It should be noted that when we speak
of ancient Greece we are referring to an area that was much larger than the presentday state of Greece. The Greek world in antiquity encompassed western Anatolia,
Thrace, the islands of the Aegean Sea, Crete, Cyprus, mainland Greece, southern Italy
and Sicily.
Mainland Greece is an irregularly shaped peninsula in south-eastern Europe, enclosed
by the Ionian Sea in the west, the Aegean Sea in the east and the Mediterranean Sea
in the south. The southern part of the peninsula is in the shape of a palm which
extends into the Mediterranean. This is known as the Peloponnese. The Peloponnese
is almost an island, separated from the rest of the mainland by the Gulf of Corinth. A
thin strip of land connects the north-eastern corner of the Peloponnese with the
mainland. The prominent ancient city of Corinth is located at the junction of the
Peloponnese and continental Greece. Beyond the narrow strip of land which forms
the bridge between the Peloponnese and the mainland lies the region of Attica in the
east. Attica is bound by the Aegean Sea on all sides. Athens is situated in Attica. To
the north-west of Attica is the area called Boeotia. Thebes was the dominant city of
Boeotia. Further north, along the Aegean coast, is the region of Thessaly. Moving in a
clockwise direction from Thessaly we come to Macedonia and Thrace. Macedonia
was the home of Alexander the Great. Thrace, part of which now constitutes the
European zone of Turkey, is the easternmost part of southern Europe. It is separated
from Asia by the Sea of Marmara. Crossing the Sea of Marmara brings one to
western Anatolia. Western Anatolia and the Greek Peninsula lie on either side of the
Aegean Sea.
The Aegean Sea was the geographical nucleus of the ancient Greek world. In the
Aegean Sea itself there are a large number of islands of varying sizes. Off the west
coast of Anatolia are some large islands such as Lemnos, Lesbos, Chios, Samos and
Rhodes. Then there is a group of islands concentrated in the southern Aegean. The
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islands of this group are collectively called the Cyclades. The large rectangular island
of Crete is situated south of the Peloponnese and the Cyclades. It may be mentioned
here that Greek settlers had also colonized some areas of southern Italy and Sicily.
These settlers are collectively referred to as Western Greeks.

10.3 THE EARLY GREEK CIVILIZATIONS
The early Greek Civilizations would be discussed in three parts the Minoan
Civilization, Mycenaean Civilization and the Dark Age.

10.3.1 The Minoan Civilization
In deciding the chronology of ancient Greece the Minoan Civilization can be
considered as the first bronze age civilization of the region. The civilization emerged
towards the end of third millennium BC and flourished till around 1400 BC. The
civilization came to light in the early 20th century through the efforts of Sir Arthus
Evans who conducted the diggings in the region. This was named after the legendry
king Minos of the Crete mythology. The ruins are available in a number of towns the
most prominent being Knossos, Phaistos and Mallia. It seems that palaces were the
most prominent structures in these centres. Besides being centres of political
authority the palaces were also centres of economic activity.
Sheep rearing and wool production were main produce of rural economy. Wheat,
grapes and olives were main agricultural products. The goods were brought from
rural areas to the cities for redistribution and trade. It seems that the Minoans had
trading links with Egypt, Anatolia, the Lebanese Coast, Cyprus and Aegean through
the sea routes. The Minoans had developed writing. The script remains undeciphered.
It has been named Linear ‘A’. It seems to have
been used for trade and exchange.
The Minoan civilization of Crete came to an end around 1400 BC. Natural calamities,
triggered by a major volcanic eruption in the southern Aegean, might have caused its
sudden collapse. Eventually Crete was overwhelmed by colonizers from mainland
Greece who, while they borrowed some aspects of Minoan civilization, developed a
new bronze age ivilization—the Mycenaean civilization.

10.3.2 The Mycenaean Civilization
Whereas Crete was the centre of the Minoan civilization, the Mycenaean civilization
was a product of mainland Greece. This civilization, which flourished between c.
1600 and 1200 BC, came to light as a result of the pioneering excavations of Heinrich
Schleimann. The civilization is named after the site of Mycenae (Mykenai) situated in
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the north-western corner of the Peloponnese. Other major Mycenaean sites are
Tiryns, Pylos, Thebes, Orchomenos and Knossos.
When we speak of the Mycenaeans we are not referring to a single political entity but
several distinct settlements which formed separate states. These states were ruled by
warrior chiefs. The chiefs usually bore the royal title wanax (or anax) and ruled over
their territories from fortified palace complexes which dominated the Mycenaean
urban centres. A powerful warrior aristocracy and an elaborate bureaucracy
constituted the ruling elite. The fortified palace complexes exercised extensive
control over the respective economies of the Mycenaean states through centralized
bureaucratic structures. This bureaucracy regulated virtually every aspect of the
economy. The Mycenaeans had an extensive foreign trade. Oil, pottery and textiles
were their main exports. They imported gold, copper and tin. Society was highly
stratified with the ruling elite having access to a large surplus. The Mycenaean chiefs
were buried in large beehive shaped tombs (tholoi) or in large chamber tombs. The
resources that would have to be mobilized for constructing these tombs, as well as the
fine craftsmanship of the objects found in them, leave us in no doubt as to the wealth
possessed by many of the Mycenaean chiefs/kings.
The Mycenaeans have left behind abundant written records which provide us with
details about the role played by the palaces in the economy. The Mycenaeans evolved
a script which is referred to as the Linear B script. The Linear B script was
deciphered in 1952 by Michael Ventris. Ventris found that the language of the script
was an early version of the Greek language. The Mycenaeans were among the earliest
Greek-speaking people to settle in the peninsula. The Greeks were a branch of the
Indo-European people and their migrations must be viewed in the context of the tribal
movements of the third millennium BC which we have discussed in Unit 10. The
language of the Mycenaeans was somewhat different from that spoken by later Greek
settlers and is labelled by scholars as ‘proto-Greek’. This is the language of the Linear
B script.
The Linear B records that have survived are mainly in the form of clay tablets. They
are invariably inventories or accounts and contain no references to political history or
religious practices. They were obviously compiled by palace officials to keep track of
the surprisingly large number of transactions that the palace had to undertake in order
to regulate a wide range of economic activities. The fact that the script exhibits a
great deal of uniformity throughout the Mycenaean area shows that the bureaucracy,
or at least the professional scribes, were drawn from a close-knit group with links
extending over several parts of the peninsula.
The Mycenaean civilization lasted till c. 1200 BC. Another round of tribal migrations
coincided with the simultaneous collapse of bronze age civilizations in the eastern
Mediterranean by 1200 BC. In the traditional periodization of ancient Greek history
the four centuries from 1200 to 800 BC are referred to as the Dark Age. Mycenaean
cities went into decline, the Linear B script disappeared and trade was disrupted. It
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was traditionally believed that Dorian invasions (Dorians were a Greek-speaking tribe
which settled in the southern Peloponnese where Sparta is located) were responsible
for the destruction of the Mycenaean civilization, although this picture has now been
completely revised. Source material for this period is rather scanty. Hence the use of
the term ‘Dark Age’ for this period.

10.3.3 The Dark Age
The Dark Age lasted for nearly four centuries, coming to an end in c. 800 BC. The
significance of this date is that around this time two great Greek epics, Iliad and
Odyssey were written. Their composition is attributed to a poet by the name of
Homer. These epics mark a turning point in Greek history. With Iliad and Odyssey
written records are once again available for ancient Greece after a long gap. Apart
from their great literary merit, these epics are a very rich historical source. The two
works are part of the tradition of epic poetry. The main theme of Iliad is the war of a
coalition of Greek states against the state of Troy (the ruins of ancient Troy are
located in the northwestern corner of Anatolia). According to the story narrated in the
epic this war, known as the Trojan war, lasted for ten years. Odyssey recounts the
adventures encountered by Odysseus, one of the heroes of the war, on his homeward
journey after the conclusion of the campaign. The epics give us some idea about
various aspects of contemporary religion, mythology, beliefs, food habits and dress.
Scholars earlier held the view that Iliad and Odyssey were inspired by events which
had taken place in the Mycenaean age and spoke about that period. There can be no
doubt that some of the stories in these epics are derived from the Mycenaean era.
They show an awareness of an earlier civilization in which great heroes, kings and
warriors lived. It was therefore thought that the Homeric epics were essentially a
portrayal of Mycenaean society. The reinterpretation of these poems, particularly in
the light of the more exhaustive archaeological evidence, has allowed scholars to
view Iliad and Odyssey as compositions of the Dark Age. The actual details of
everyday life contained in them relate to the closing phase of the Dark Age and these
indicate a break with the Mycenaean social formation.
Historians now divide the Dark Age into two sub-periods: i) 1200 to 1050 BC and ii)
1050 to 800 BC. In the first sub-period Mycenaean urban centres declined and there
are signs of extensive depopulation. The archaeological evidence reveals a sharp
decline in population between 1300 and 1100 BC. Settlements are fewer and are
smaller in size. Tribal migrations, at times violent, were also taking place in this
period. The Mycenaean economy based on centralized regulation by the palace
bureaucracy collapsed around 1200 BC. With it written records in the Linear B script
also disappeared. Long distance trade was disrupted making it difficult to procure
copper and tin for producing bronze objects. The reasons for this kind of widespread
disintegration are still not clear and continue to be debated by scholars.
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A little before 1000 BC a new economy and social structure began to emerge in
Greece. By this time tribal migrations had resulted in Greek speaking people
occupying the entire peninsula. Simultaneously the Aegean islands and the western
coast of Anatolia were incorporated in the Greek linguistic zone. Southern Italy was
also in the process of being colonized. The major Greek dialects evolved in this
period. There were three major dialects: Ionic, which included the subdialect Attic
spoken in Athens; Doric; and Aeolic. A significant feature of this period was the
introduction and dissemination of iron technology from c. 1000 BC onwards. This
period marks the transition to the iron age. The origins of iron technology remain
obscure. However the archaeological evidence that has accumulated over the years
indicates that Anatolia and northern Mesopotamia pioneered the use of this metal. It
is not difficult to explain the rapid advance of iron in Greece once the technology
became available. The people of the area had to depend wholly on imports for their
supplies of copper and tin. The decline of eastern Mediterranean trade after 1200 BC
created problems for Greek metallurgy because the supply of copper and tin could not
be maintained. The introduction of iron offered a viable alternative. Since Greece had
adequate deposits of iron ore the Greek states with their limited resources would have
preferred the use of this metal rather than exchange their meagre surpluses for
imported copper and tin. Iron technology became one of the factors that contributed
to the recovery which took place in the period between 1050 and 800 BC.
The end of the Dark Age saw the revival of writing in Greece. We have seen that the
Linear B script had already disappeared with the collapse of Mycenaean civilization.
When the Greeks began using a script towards the end of the Dark Age it was a new
script. This script was borrowed from the Phoenicians. The Phoenicians had evolved
a script (c. 1500 BC) which was based on the phonetic principle. The symbols in this
script stood for different sounds, i.e. it was an alphabetic script. The Greeks adopted
the Phoenician script and modified it to suit their language. The Homeric epics were
written in the new Greek alphabet.
Greek society as reflected in the Homeric epics was very different from that of the
period. It was simpler, largely self-sufficient with little trade or exchange, and did not
have powerful kings. In the latter half of the Dark Age the Greeks were divided into a
large number of petty-states. These states were ruled by kings or chiefs with limited
authority. They had to share political power with other members of the elite. In many
states, such as Athens, monarchical rule had come to an end by the beginning of the
Archaic Period and was replaced by oligarchic political structures.
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10.4 THE ARCHAIC AND CLASSICAL PERIOD
The period following the Dark Age is referred to as the Archaic period (C. 800 – 500
BC). The foundations of classical Greek Civilization were laid in this period. The
period from 500 BC to 338 BC is generally referred as the classical age of Greece.
Some prominent changes take place in archaic and classical period and need specific
discussion. However, the division into these two periods is not always very sharp and
there is lot of overlapping and continuity in various aspects of society, economy and
culture. In view of this we would like to discuss it as one broad period of ancient
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Greece. The developments and institutions of the whole period would be analysed in
this section. Wherever the features are clearly demarcated and can be distinctly
confined to either of the periods it would be mentioned during the course of our
discussion.

10.4.1 Conflict of Landed Aristocracy and Peasantry: Reforms Start
The Archaic Period (c. 800 – 5000 BC) witnessed an intense conflict between the
landed aristocracy and the peasantry throughout Greece. The origins of this struggle
may be traced to the latter half of the Dark Age when historical changes had placed
landowning aristocrats in a strong position. Between c. 800 and 600 BC the landed
aristocracy consolidated its hold over land and the political structures of the Greek
states. This led to the impoverishment of the small landholders. In their desperation
the small landholders put up a tough fight against the aristocracy. The constant
upheavals caused by this struggle reached a point of crisis by c. 600 BC. Sections of
the aristocracy realized that unless some way was found out of the crisis their own
prosperity would be threatened. Consequently they were forced to initiate reforms
which incorporated concessions to the peasants.
We have some information on the reforms undertaken at Athens. The evidence from
Athens is supplemented by references to other states and shows that similar historical
developments were taking place in large parts of Greece. In 594 BC the Athenians
resorted to the solution of nominating an arbitrator, named Solon, to carry out
reforms. On the basis of a consensus Solon was vested with wideranging powers for a
specified duration. The most radical reform of Solon was the abolition of debt
bondage. This had emerged as one of the most serious problems faced by the
peasantry. Impoverished peasants, who often had meagre holdings located in difficult
terrain such as hillsides, had to take loans from wealthy landowners. When poor
peasants failed to repay their debts they were forced into bondage. Laws pertaining to
repayment of loans had stringent provisions which required a person who was unable
to pay back a loan to accept bondage to the creditor. Peasants were thus
simultaneously being deprived of their land and were being reduced to the status of
slaves. The major demands of the peasantry were redistribution of land and abolition
of debt bondage. The abolition of debt bondage under Solon implied that henceforth
Athenian free peasants could not be enslaved if they failed to repay their loans. The
existing debt of the peasants was cancelled.
Nevertheless, Solon did not carry out redistribution of land. He did, however,
introduce changes in the political system which gave ordinary Athenians the right to
participate in government. We will discuss these later in the context of the evolution
of Greek democracy. The abolition of debt bondage prevented the enslavement of the
impoverished peasants, but in the absence of land reforms the aristocracy continued
to possess a disproportionately large share of cultivable land. After 594 BC there was
a shortage of rural labour. The big landowners, who required labour to cultivate their
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large holdings, solved this problem by increasingly employing slaves brought from
outside.
Not surprisingly there were fresh upheavals in Athens within a few decades of
Solon’s reforms. Similar conditions prevailed in other states where incomplete
reforms or no reforms had taken place. In these disturbed conditions some political
leaders carried out a series of coups and assumed dictatorial powers in their
respective states. This development completely altered the nature of governance in a
large number of Greek states. The events at Athens typify the process. Peisistratus
was the person responsible for the coup at Athens. He first attempted to seize power
in 561, but was unsuccessful and had to flee from the city. He eventually managed to
succeed in 545 BC. Peisistratus installed himself as supreme ruler of the city, setting
aside existing constitutional arrangements and defying oligarchical institutions.
What was emerging was a new form of government for which contemporaries used
the term ‘tyranny’. Rulers like Peisistratus who had usurped power in this manner
were called ‘tyrants’. A significant aspect of Greek tyranny was that it had
considerable popular support, mainly from among the impoverished peasantry and
from groups which had accumulated wealth through trade but had traditionally no
access to political power. When Peisistratus seized power he took over public
wastelands that had been occupied by the aristocracy and distributed these among the
small or dispossessed peasants. He also confiscated the property of some of the rich
landowners who had gone into exile following the establishment of tyranny and gave
these to needy farmers. The policies pursued by Peisistratus had a twofold outcome.
First, the position of the peasantry was stabilized. Second, the monopoly of the
entrenched landed aristocracy over the political structure was broken. Peisistratus
died in 527 BC. He was succeeded by his son Hippias.
This appeared to be an attempt to transform tyranny into dynastic rule and caused
much resentment among the people. In any case, the historical relevance of tyranny
was now over. In 510 BC Hippias was overthrown. This date marks the beginning of
classical democracy at Greece.

10.4.2 Transition to Democracy
In the Classical Period, and subsequently, the Greeks referred to the age of tyranny
with intense dislike. Yet it should be borne in mind that tyranny speeded up the
transition from oligarchic rule to democracy. The tyrants helped to undermine the
institutions through which the aristocracy has so far exercised political power. This
phenomenon was not confined to Athens alone. At Corinth the tyrant Periander came
to power c.600BC. A little before Periander, Cypselus had overthrown the Bacchidae-the ruling aristocratic group at Corinth. We also have information about other
tyrants. Polycrates became tyrant of Samos c. 545 BC and Lygdamis seized power at
Naxos around the same time.
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The tyrants were instrumental in doing away with the traditional hereditary basis of
political power. The Greek aristocracies were close-knit hereditary elites. They
enjoyed power not merely because of their wealth but more significantly by virtue of
their birth. The aristocratic families automatically held all executive, judicial, and
military positions. That is why we refer to the political structures of the Greek states
during the Archaic Period as being oligarchic in nature. The tyrants struck at the roots
of this oligarchic control, thereby creating conditions for the transition to democracy.
During the course of the Archaic Period a number of Greek states evolved into
democracies. Some of the earliest democracies that we have information about were
those of Chios and Megara where democratic institutions had come into existence
around c. 600 BC.
Even though the degree of democratization varied from state to state, it would not be
incorrect to say that in Greece by the beginning of the Classical Period common
people participated in the political process to a much greater degree than what we find
in other contemporary societies. This was a fundamentally new system of
government, especially for societies with class differentiation. Polis was the term
most frequently used to denote those political entities in ancient Greece which had
some aspects of democratic functioning. The forms of government of the various
polis (plural poleis) ranged from purely oligarchic on the one hand, to the mature
democracy of Athens on the other. In between stood the states, probably the majority,
with elements of oligarchy combined in varying proportions. The states about which
we have information do not show any homogeneity in the structure of the polis.
Athens and Sparta had emerged as the two leading poleis in Greece by the
beginning of the Classical Period. The historical evidence is also quite uneven.
While we have many details about Athens, and to a lesser extent Sparta,
contemporary sources tell us very little about important democracies such as Corinth
and Syracuse.
The polis was territorially a small political entity. The size of the population was also
relatively small. Given the constraints of ancient society, democracy would not have
been functional had the polis been large either territorially or in terms of its
inhabitants. This point needs to be emphasized because Greek democracy was a direct
democracy. In modern democracy the people choose their representatives who then
legislate and govern on their behalf. In ancient Greece, democracy implied
participation by all the citizens in the basic organ of the democratic system, namely
the assembly.
The concept of citizenship was a restricted one. Only the indigenous, native, residents
of a polis (and their descendants) were recognized as citizens. Citizenship rights did
not extend to all inhabitants, not even all the free inhabitants. Firstly, women were
excluded. Only male adults enjoyed the privilege of being citizens in the political
sense. Secondly, all those who were not original residents of the polis, or were
considered outsiders for some reason or the other (e.g. if they were a conquered
10

community and had been deprived of their political rights), did not form part of the
citizen body. In Sparta the free non-citizens were called perioikoi; at Athens they
were known as metics (metoikoi). Many of the traders settled at Athens were metics.
Of course slaves had no rights whatsoever.
One should add here that only citizens could own land. There was also a close link
between citizenship rights and military service. The Greek states did not maintain
standing armies of professional soldiers. To a large extent this was because they
lacked the resources for financing such an army. All free adult males of the
community were expected to render military service. In other words, the citizens were
simultaneously soldiers. Citizens had to equip themselves with their fighting gear out
of their own resources, something that was possible only if they possessed some land.
The backbone of the Greek armies was the hoplite infantry (foot-soldiers). The
overwhelming majority of the hoplites were small and middle farmers. We could say
that Greek armies were essentially armies of peasant-citizens.
The citizens of the Greek polis could exercise their right to participate and vote in the
assembly, which was the basic right of citizenship, by personally attending the
meetings of the assembly. One had to actually go to the meetings of the assembly,
usually held in some open space in the city-centre, in order to exercise this right. Such
a conception of democracy would have been unworkable if the respective Greek
states possessed a big area or a large population. The actual task of governance was
carried out through a smaller body, the council. With the decline of monarchy, real
power had passed into the hands of oligarchic councils dominated by the hereditary
landed elite.
Given its nature and large size the assembly could not meet very frequently. Even
when it met it could only debate and vote on few issues. This gave the council wide
ranging authority for intervening in the functioning of the assembly. Usually the
council convened the assembly (unless dates were traditionally fixed), prepared its
agenda, and guided its sessions. To some extent this was intended to be a check on
the assembly. The council was a very powerful body in most states and though in
many cases its membership was monopolized by the landed aristocracy yet at least at
Athens it had become genuinely representative by c. 500 BC.
Athens has a special significance in any discussion on Greek democracy due to the
scope of its accomplishment. Moreover, our knowledge about the political structure
of Athens is more extensive than that of other states. It may be stated at the outset that
in terms of the development of its democratic structure Athens was an exception
rather than the rule in ancient Greece. We have already stated that Solon made
changes in the political system which gave ordinary Athenians the right to participate
in the government. His reforms (594 BC) represent an important stage in the
evolution of Athenian democracy. Solon revived the Athenian assembly which had
not met for a long time and had ceased to function. He simultaneously constituted a
new Athenian council called the boule. This council had four hundred members and it
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superseded the old oligarchic council. The old Athenian council, called Aeropagus,
was an organ of the aristocracy. Membership of the latter body was traditionally
monopolized by a hereditary elite known as the ‘Eupatridae’. The Aeropagus was not
abolished, but its functions were curtailed till eventually it ceased to play an
important role. The boule now became the main centre of political power.
Membership of the boule was based on property qualifications and not on hereditary
right, which in itself was an innovation.
Solon divided the Athenian citizens into four classes. The property or wealth
possessed by a citizen determined the class in which he was placed. Right at the top
were the pentacosiomedimni, who possessed land which yielded at least 500
medimnoi (a unit for measuring the quantity of grain) of wheat, or its equivalent value
in wine or oil. Next were the citizens whose land yielded at least 300 medimnoi
(hippeis). The third category was that of owners of land yielding at least 200
medimnoi. Those belonging to this class were called the zeugitai. The zeugitai were
small and middle peasants who also constituted the main strength of the Athenian
hoplite infantry and could not therefore be easily ignored. Right at the bottom were
the thetes who had property yielding less than 200 medimnoi. The thetes were the
poor peasantry. We can see that political participation was intimately tied up with
landownership and the amount of land owned by a citizen determined his place within
the political structure.
Membership of the boule was open only to the first three classes. The impoverished
sections, i.e. the thetes were excluded from the council. In other words the council
was essentially a body of the rich and middle peasantry. Qualifications for public
offices corresponded to the four-fold class division. The first two classes held the
principal political and military offices. The zeugitai held minor offices. The thetes
only had the right to participate in the meetings
of the assembly.
After the overthrow of Hippias in 510 BC the political structure was further reformed.
The crucial democratic reforms at the beginning of the classical period are attributed
to Cleisthenes, who for some years was the most important political figure at Athens
following the end of tyranny. A brief outline of some of the key political events in
Greece during the Classical Period might be useful for a better understanding of the
evolution of the political structure of Athens in this era.

10.4.3 Conflict with Persia: Formation of Delian League
Greek history in the latter half of the sixth century BC has to be viewed against the
backdrop of the westward expansion of the Persian empire. We have already
discussed this in detail in Unit 11. Persian expansion into western Anatolia, the
Aegean and mainland Greece coincided with the phase of tyranny and the beginning
of the Classical period at Athens. Between c. 500 and 480 BC the states of the Greek
peninsula were locked in a fierce contest with the Achaemenids. Sparta was at this
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time the foremost military power on land. Athens was the main naval power, though
it also had a fairly strong army. The Athenians had built a strong navy which played a
leading role in the conflict with Persia. Themistocles was the architect of Athenian
naval strength. The Greeks pooled together their resources under the leadership of
Athens and Sparta in order to resist the Persian onslaught (for details of Persian
campaigns in Greece refer to Unit 11).
Whereas the decisive battles of Salamis (480 BC) and Plataea (479 BC) had halted
the Persian advance into the Aegean Sea, the threat of further Persian campaigns still
remained. The Greek states were aware of the need to pool together resources on a
long-term basis to thwart further invasions. No state had the capacity to fight the
Persians entirely on its own. On the Peloponnese there was a strong military alliance
under the leadership of Sparta. With this arrangement the Peloponnesians were better
placed to defend themselves. The problem was much more serious for the Aegean
islands and the coastal states since they had no such mechanism. It was as a solution
to this problem that Athens, after Salamis and Plataea, took the initiative to form a
confederation of states under its own leadership (487 BC). This confederacy has
come to be known as the Delian League. The Delian League derived its name from
the island of Delos where the common treasury of the confederacy was located. The
primary objective of forming this confederacy was to maintain a strong navy in the
Aegean Sea. The members of the Delian League made regular contributions for this
purpose.
Once the Persian threat receded, the Athenians transformed the character of the
League. They used their dominant position within the League to utilize its resources
for promoting its own interests. From a voluntary confederation the Delian League
gradually became an empire ruled by the Athenians. The contributions to the League
now became enforced tribute payable to Athens. The wealth that the empire, and
control over the Aegean Sea, brought to Athens was crucial for sustaining its
democratic institutions in the Classical Period and keeping discontent in check.
Having established its hegemony over the Aegean, Athens tried to expand its empire
by including the Peloponnese in it. This brought it into conflict with Sparta. A
prolonged military contest between the two states ensued. This is known as the
Peloponnesian War which lasted from 431 to 404 BC. By 404 BC Athens had been
defeated by Sparta and its navy was destroyed. For several decades after that Sparta
remained the major Greek power, though it was subsequently challenged by Thebes.
The conflicts among the Greek states after the Peloponnesian War gave the Persian an
opportunity to interfere in their affairs, and thus to become politically dominant in
Greece.

10.4.4 Democratic Political Structure: Emergence of Deme
The hundred years between the overthrow of Hippias and the defeat of Athens in the
Peloponnesian war witnessed the growth of a highly evolved democratic political
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structure at Athens. This structure owed a lot to the initiatives of Cleisthenes (c. 507
BC). Athenian citizens had been traditionally divided into four Ionian tribes. These
traced their descent from the tribes or clans which had originally settled in Attica.
Following the political reforms of Solon, each tribe sent one hundred members to the
boule. Cleisthenes did away with the kinship principle for grouping the citizens, and
replaced it with ten residential tribes or phylai. These new phylai were based on a
radically new concept. The phyle to which a citizen belonged was determined by the
place where he resided and not by his kinship ties.
The primary unit of the democratic structure established by Cleisthenes was the
‘deme’. Every citizen was first and foremost a member of a particular deme. The
deme was the smallest geographical unit into which the polis of Athens was divided
for political purposes. There were 139 demes in all. The demes were responsible for
maintaining registers of citizens. They had their own local elected governments,
including an assembly and officials. The local governments were headed by the
demarchos. Cleisthenes reformed the boule as well. The strength of the council was
raised from four hundred to five hundred members. Fifty members were selected
from each of the ten phylai. Membership of the boule was thrown open to all citizens,
including thetes. Any citizen over the age of thirty was eligible for membership of the
boule. The main executive and military officials of the polis were the archons. Ever
since monarchy had come to an end in Athens the archons had been the chief
executive and military officers. Throughout the Archaic Period the aristocracy had
monopolized these posts. During the Classical Period the archonship was gradually
made an elective post and it became possible for ordinary citizens to hold these
positions. Despite its limitations, Athenian democracy was an outstanding
achievement.

10.4.5 Slave Labour
A distinctive feature of ancient Greek civilization was the widespread use of slave
labour in various sectors of the economy. There is evidence of the presence of large
numbers of slaves in other ancient civilizations, such as those of Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Persia and the Hittites. The Mesopotamian and Hittite law codes
indicate that institutionalized slavery existed in these civilizations. However the scale
of slavery was qualitatively different in ancient Greece. Here for the first time in
history slave labour was used extensively for production. The initial pool of slaves
was formed of prisoners of war. This source was supplemented from within the
community by those who were enslaved due to their inability to pay loans (debt
bondage). Nevertheless wars brought captive slaves in much larger numbers. The
earliest slaves in Greece, as in other societies, were women. Women slaves formed a
significant portion of the workforce in Mycenaean palaces. For example, the palace at
Pylos had at least 550 women engaged in textile production. In the Linear B tablets
the term used for slaves is doeri. The Homeric epics also contain numerous
references to women being enslaved during wars.
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By the Archaic and Classical Periods slaves were to be found in every sector of
production, especially in mining, handicrafts and agriculture. Some historians are of
the view that the role of slavery in Greek agriculture has been exaggerated and that
the agrarian economy depended mainly on the peasantry and free labour.
At the end of the Dark Age Sparta was already using slave labour on a scale that was
unprecedented. Sparta had annexed the territory of Messenia located in the southern
Peloponnese and had converted the entire population of this area into slaves. The
Spartans introduced a peculiar form of slavery called ‘helotry’. Helots were slaves
who were owned collectively by the entire Spartan community. Agricultural land in
Messenia was divided into holdings called kleroi and allotted to Spartan citizens.
These holdings, along with the land already possessed by the Spartans, were
cultivated with the labour of helots. Since there was considerable social
differentiation in Sparta, the kleroi were not distributed equitably. The aristocracy got
a much bigger share.
The distribution of helots was regulated by the state. The state assigned a certain
number of slaves to each family depending upon its requirements for labour. The
difference between helotry and other types of slavery was that helots were not
owned individually. Moreover, they were allowed to maintain family ties. The
children born to the helots had the same status as their parents.
This meant that Sparta was able to meet its requirements of slave labour from among
the Messenians for several generations. It should not be assumed that helotry was a
more humane form of slavery as some scholars have suggested. Helotry was a more
primitive form of slavery which in turn reflected the relative backwardness of Spartan
economy. Private property was not fully developed in Sparta and there were many
tribal survivals in its social organization. Helotry was prevalent in other Greek states
as well, as for instance in Thessaly, Crete and Argos. In other parts of Greece
privately owned slaves increasingly became a typical feature of Greek society and
economy. Several terms were used to describe such slaves, the most common being
doulos.
In Athens slaves were mostly privately owned. These slaves were regarded as
property and bought and sold in the market as commodities. The prosperity of Athens
during the Classical Period rested on the expansion of slave labour. Historians have
offered figures for Athenian slaves during the fifth century BC ranging from 60,000
to 110,000. It has been estimated that of these, nearly 20,000 to 30,000 worked in the
Athenian silver mines. Besides agriculture and mining, slaves dominated handicraft
production and were engaged in various kinds of domestic and menial work. It is
necessary to emphasize that while there was slave labour in every sector of the
economy, free labour was also to be found in all types of production.
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10.4.6 Development of Philosophical Thought
The ancient Greece may be credited with a very rich intellectual contribution. Due to
constraints of space it would not be possible for us to go into detailed analysis of the
Greek philosophical tradition. We intend to familiarise you with some basic factual
information on the philosophical thought that developed in Greece. Their intellectual
tradition touched many aspects of human society and knowledge. History,
Philosophy, Mathematics and Medicine were some of the main areas influenced by
the ideas of the Greek thinkers. The development of democratic traditions in Greece
helped in creating an environment conducive to intellectual discourse and growth.
The Ionian School of thought (c. 600 BC) was one of the earliest philosophic
tradition. Thales, Anaximandes and Anazemenes were the main proponents of this
school. They were mainly concerned with the basic elements of nature (air, water
earth) and their driving force. Pythagoras, an outstanding thinker believed in the
transmigration of the soul and laid emphasis on achieving harmony for the soul. He
was involved with the study of nature, musical scale and mathematics. However, he is
most famous for his geometrical theorem which states that, in a right angled triangle,
the square of the length of the hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the squares of the
other two sides. Hippocrates was one of the outstanding thinker of the classical period
in the area of medicine. He gave medicine a scientific foundation replacing magical
cures. He believed in treating diseases by diagnosing on the basis of examining the
symptoms scientifically.
Herodotus (c.484 – 425) is called ‘the father of history’ for giving it a distinct identity
as a branch of knowledge. History which was treated as a mix of facts, fiction, myths,
legends, fables and anecdotes was given a new meaning based on authentic facts and
their verification. He wrote detailed accounts of Persian wars. He widely travelled
and gathered information about various countries. He always verified and evaluated
his information before writing his accounts.
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle are considered as the most towering thinkers of the
classical Greek Philosophy. Socrates (469 - 399 BC) is credited with a shift from
thinking about nature to thinking about the nature of human existence. The
refinement of various categories of philosophy was his major contribution. His
student Plato (427 – 347 B.C.) established an academy at Athens and taught
philosophy. He is regarded as an ‘idealist’. He argued that things have no independent
existence outside our minds and believed that experience is unreal, only ideas are
real. He influenced later Arab and Western thought in a big way. Plato’s disciple
Aristotle (384 – 322 B.C) held ideas which were different from those of his teacher.
He disagreed with Plato’s view that experience was unnecessary to understand
reality. He was a keen student of Science and studied plants and animals. Both Plato
and Aristotle were opposed to the idea of involving masses in all decision making
processes. They held the view that people have a limited role to play in the
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government. This was, to some extent, a reflection of the thinking of the elite in
Athens who believed in curtailing democratic rights.

10.4.7 The End of the Classical Period
The Classical Period came to an end in 338 BC when the Macedonians subjugated the
poleis of the Greek peninsula and the Aegean Sea. Macedonia, just as other regions
located north of mainland Greece, had been a relatively backward area. Using
improved military techniques and the resources of the Macedonian plains, king Philip
II (382-336 BC) created an empire which eventually included the Greek states of the
peninsula and the Aegean. In 338 BC Philip defeated the Greek city-states at
Chaeronea and placed them under Macedonian rule. With the Macedonian conquest
the era of the polis came to an end. As a political entity the polis ceased to exist after
338 BC. Philip II was succeeded in 336 BC by his son Alexander the Great who
founded a vast empire.
Alexander launched a massive expansionist programme following his accession. His
primary aim was to destroy Persian power in West Asia so as to consolidate
Macedonian rule over the entire region. By 330 BC Alexander had conquered the
Persian empire after defeating the last of the Achaemenid emperors (Darius III). His
subsequent campaigns brought him to the banks of the Indus. Alexander died at
Babylon in 323 BC. The eastward expansion of the Macedonian empire under
Alexander had made Anatolia, Syria, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Iran, Afghanistan and
some parts of Central Asia and northwest India, Macedonian-ruled territories.
Following the death of Alexander some of the outlying regions of the empire were
lost but the greater part of Alexander’s territories remained under Macedonian
control.
Alexander had left no heir to his vast empire and had made no arrangements for
appointing a successor. A bitter power struggle among his leading officials and
military commanders (referred to as the ‘Diadochi’ or successors) broke out after his
death. This struggle lasted almost till 275 BC. The empire was eventually partitioned
among three of the Diadochi—Seleucus, Ptolemy and Antigonus. The dynasties of
these successors ruled over their respective portions of the empire: the Seleucids in
Iran, Mesopotamia and Syria; the Ptolemies in Egypt; and the Antigonids in
Macedonia.
The period from the death of Alexander and the founding of the Seleucid, Ptolemid
and Antigonid empires down to the time when Rome became the supreme power in
the eastern Mediterranean (c. 300 to 30 BC) is referred to as the Hellenistic age. The
successor states which came into existence as a result of the division of Alexander’s
empire are called Hellenistic kingdoms. The Hellenistic kingdoms were governed by
a Macedonian/Greek ruling elite and Greek became the official language of Iran,
West Asia, Egypt and the eastern
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Mediterranean. Greek also became the chief language of intellectual discourse in this
area. The Hellenistic kingdoms created conditions for disseminating the
accomplishments of classical Greek civilization over a large part of West Asia and in
Egypt. Since the Asian and north African territories of the Hellenistic kingdoms were
centres of grand ancient civilizations, the Greek ruling classes of these empires
adopted several customs of their subjects. This gave rise to a dynamic cultural
tradition which may be conveniently labelled
as Hellenistic civilization.

10.5 SUMMARY
The Greece as we mentioned earlier is a unique case in the age of empires as it was a
centre of great civilization but did not develop into an empire. In this unit we tried to
give an overview of around 2000 years of ancient Greece. It is not possible to give
details of all aspects of such a great civilization in one Unit. We have, therefore,
confined our discussion to some of the salient features of Greek Civilization. In the
early phase which is roughly upto c.800 BC we studied the development of Minoan,
Mycenaean and Dark Ages.
The Archaic and classical periods witnessed some significant social and political
developments. Conflict of peasantry and landed aristocracy and subsequent transition
to Greek democracy were important changes. The period between 500 BC and 480
BC witnessed regular conflict with Persian empire. As a result attempts were made in
Greek states to pool together their resources to face the external aggressions.
Confederacy so formed came to be known as Delian League. During classical period
democratic political structures got strengthened with the formation of Deme.
Extensive use of slave labour in various sectors of production was one of the unique
features of Greek history during the classical period. We also provided a brief account
of the development of philosophical thought in particular contributions of Herodotus,
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. The end of the classical period of Greek history has
been discussed in the last section of the Unit.

10.6 EXERCISES
1) Give a brief account of the early Greek Civilizations.
2) Write 100 words each on:
(i) Iliad and Odyssey (ii) Linear ‘B’ script
3) Discuss in brief the nature of conflict of aristocracy with peasantry and how it
culminated in the establishment of democracy.
4) Write brief notes on:
(i) Delian League (ii) Deme
5) What were the main features of the institution of slavery in ancient Greece?
6) Write in 100 words the ideas of ancient Greek philosophers.
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UNIT 11 : POLITICS, ECONOMIC
Structure
11.1 Learning Objectives
11.2 Introduction
11.3 Emergence of the Hellenic Civilization
11.4 Nature of Polity
11.5 Society and Economy
11.6 Religion and Philosophy
11.7 Contribution to World Civilization
11.8 Let Us Sum Up
11.9 Further Readings
11.10 Answers to Check Your Progress
11.11 Model Questions

11.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After going through this unit, you will be able to:
 discuss the rise of the Hellenic Civilization,
 explain the nature of polity and governance in Ancient Greece,
 discuss the Greek society and economy,
 explain the religion and philosophy that prevailed in ancient Greece
 describe the contribution of Greek Civilization towards World Civilization.

11.2 INTRODUCTION
Among the earliest civilizations of the world is the Greek Civilization. The richness
of this civilization can be ascertained from the fact that the ideas from ancient Greece
have made an impact on the whole European continent. Greece is called Hellas by the
early Greeks. So, the Greek civilization is also known as Hellenic civilization.
We are going to study in this unit in detail this great civilization of ancient Greece. In
the following sections, we will deal with the emergence of the Hellenic (Greek)
Civilization, its nature of polity, society and economy, religion and philosophy, and
its contribution towards world civilization.

11.3 EMERGENCE OF THE HELLENIC CIVILIZATION
Greece is a peninsula that extends from the mainland of Europe to the Mediterranean
Sea. The Greeks came to the region of Aegean Sea from the north, probably from the
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Danube river valley. They spoke an Indo- European language. Every group that came
into the Aegean region had its own name -Achaeans, Ionians, and Dorians. Soon, all
began to call themselves Hellenes, which means Greeks. Like the Aryans in India, the
early Greeks lived in tribes. Each tribe was composed of a number of families living
in villages under a leader. A group of tribes had a king.
Around 8th century B.C., groups of Greek villages started joining into larger units to
form city states. At the highest point in a city state, an acropolis or citadel was built
for defence and the city spread out around the acropolis. Many such cities grew up all
over Greece and on a number of islands like- Sparta, Athens, Macedonia, Corinth,
Thebes and others. The city states had many common features, but each had its own
character. Topographical features of the country and the tribal characteristics of the
people greatly contributed to the development of the city states. There were clashes
amongst them but, due to difficulties of travel and communication, they could not be
unified in a single state. The two most important city states on the mainland were
Sparta and Athens.
Centering round the city states there grew and developed the Greek Civilization. The
expedition of Greek conqueror Alexander ‘the Great’ for world domination resulted
in the spreading of the Greek civilization outside greatly enriching the world
civilization. The Roman Empire in the 2nd century B.C started expanding eastward.
Between 146 and 30 B.C., as a result of the Roman attacks, almost the entire territory
of the Greeks became a part of the Roman Empire.

Picture Courtesy: J.E. Swain (The History of World Civilization)

11.4 NATURE OF POLITY
The nature of polity refers to the form of government. Originally all the city states in
ancient Greece used to have a monarchical form of government. Each monarch used
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to govern his city state with the assistance of a council consisting of nobles. But
gradually the monarchy lost its popularity as a form of government and the wealthy
landowners took over political power and abolished the monarchy. Gradually there
was increase of population in the city states. Commerce and industry too expanded
and a rich middle class developed in the cities. This class joined with the poor
farmers to lessen the power of the landowners. This conflict resulted in the rise of
dictators, or tyrants as the Greeks called them. In course of time, the dictatorships
also were overthrown and most of the city states established either a kind of
democracy, or an oligarchy (rule by a few rich men).
Sparta and Athens, as stated earlier, were the two most prominent city states of
ancient Greece. Sparta turned into a military state. The Spartan Government came to
be ruled by a few nobles. Two of these nobles became kings. But in contrast to
Sparta, in a gradual manner, democracy was introduced in Athens. Athenians were
fond of trying political experiments. Monarchy and oligarchy were not suited to their
temperament, so they discarded them. Finally, democracy was established.
Democracy in Athens was the outcome of the labour of three wise law-givers namely,
Draco, Solon, and Cleisthenes.
CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Answer the following questions:
Q 1: What do you mean by the term ‘Hellenes’?
................................................................................................
Q 2: Name two important city states of Greece.
................................................................................................
Q 3: What was the form of government in ancient Greece?
................................................................................................

11.5 SOCIETY AND ECONOMY
 Society
The society in ancient Greece was basically divided into two sections, namely, Free
People and Slaves. The slaves were owned by the free people who used them as
servants and labourers. The slaves were the prisoners of war or criminals or brought
form foreign slave traders. They never got any rights or privileges. Majority of the
slaves were non- Greeks and only a very few were Greeks. They had to pay a ransom
amount to buy their freedom and get them free. Still, many slaves lived closely with
their owners, some of them were skilled craftsman, and a few of them were even paid.
Again, the free people in the Greek city states were divided as Citizens- the Upper
Class; Metics-the Middle Class; and Freedmen-the Lower Class. The Citizens were
the top most class in the ancient Greek social hierarchy. The people of this class
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possessed the top most power and position in the society. They used to handle all the
government work, philosophy, literature, and war. They used to have the services of
the slaves for their materialistic work so as to save their precious time for important
work.
The Metics were the middle class people possessing very little rights in comparison to
the upper class people. They were majority involved in the trading and manufacturing
related jobs. Next in the social hierarchy were the Freedmen who were once slaves
but were somehow freed by their owner by any mode. They possessed least amount
of privileges. These social stratifications were applicable only for the men as women
took their social and legal status from their husband or other male relative.
In the ancient Greek society, the women were sub-ordinate to men. They always
remained under the control of husbands, brothers, father, or nearest male relative.
Most of the girls were married at the age of 13 or 14. Men could divorce women, but
they had to go through an official ceremony for it. The status of women increased
when she gave birth to a boy. Mostof the girl babies were abandoned or given little
food to eat.

Economy
The economy of ancient Greece centred on agriculture, industry, trade and commerce.
The Greek soil was not much suitable for agriculture as its quality was poor and was
impoverished by scanty rainfall, erosion by winter floods, deforestation and aridness.
Agriculture was hence very labour intensive and it employed only up to 80% of the
Greek population. The agricultural works were seasonal. Olives were harvested and
grapevines were trimmed at the beginning of autumn and the end of winter. Fallow
lands were set aside in the spring. Cereals were harvested in the summer. Cutting of
wood, sowing of seeds, and harvesting of grapes were done in the autumn.
The conquests of Alexander stimulated far reaching economic changes in Greece. The
industries in ancient Greece were none other than the different crafts. Much of the
craftsmanship of ancient Greece was part of the domestic sphere. The situation
gradually changed between the 8th and 4th centuries B.C., with the increased
commercialization of the Greek economy. Working with metal, leather, wood or clay
was for a long time looked down upon by most of the Greeks as a degraded
profession. However, Greek soil was rich in minerals like silver, lead, marble, iron,
and zinc. Mining was done with the help of slaves as they were available in large
number. The mines were silver mines at Laurion or Laurium, Cyprus, and Sifnos;
Gold at Sifnos and Thasos; Iron at Euboea and Rhodes; and Copper at Chalcis,
Euboea and Cyprus. Metallurgy developed with the progress of the mining industry.
Some other industries were also there like wagon making, ship building, shoe and
saddle manufacturing, harness making, pottery, textile, etc. Alexandria was the centre
of industrial activities in ancient Greece.
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Surplus in production necessitated trade and commerce. As the quality of soil was
poor, there was also need to import the foodstuff to meet the need of her people along
with other necessary commodities. Greece was bordered by large peninsula and hence
the Greeks became good navigators. But, still for developing trade and commerce,
problems were there as the transport system was difficult with poor road conditions
and the sea being infested with pirates. The main exports of ancient Greece were
olive oil, wine, pottery, metal work, etc. They imported cheese, perfumes, glass,
barley, wheat, rugs, ivory, etc.
Taxation in ancient Greece was both direct and indirect. Direct taxation was not welldeveloped. The eisphora was a tax on the wealth of the very rich, but it was levied
only when needed, usually in times of war. On the other hand, indirect taxes were in
the form of taxes levied on houses, slaves, herds and flocks, wines, and hay, among
others.
Coins played several roles in the ancient Greek economy. Coinage probably began in
Lydia around 600 B.C. Foreigners had to change their money into the local currency
at an exchange rate favourable to the city states. The coins also served as a mobile
form of metal resources. Around 550 B.C., the technique of minting coins arrived in
mainland Greece. It started in the coastal trading cities like Aegina and Athens. The
minting of coins was considered a mark of prestige by the Greek city states.
CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Answer the following questions:
Q 4: Name the class of people who were able to buy their freedom?
................................................................................................
Q 5: Who were the Metics?
................................................................................................
Q 6: Where was iron available in ancient Greece?
................................................................................................
Q 7: Minting of coins began in which two coastal cities of Greece?
................................................................................................

11.6 RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY
Religion
The religious beliefs of the early Greeks were very simple. They had many Gods and
Goddesses whom they imagined to be like human beings, though more powerful and
immortal. Zeus was the god of the sky who caused thunder. Poseidon, god of the sea,
raised storms that sank ships. Apollo, the sun God could reveal the future. Athena
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was the Goddess of victory and patroness of wisdom and all the arts. Dionysus was
the God of wine. There were many other Gods and Goddess in ancient Greece.
The Greeks thought that their Gods and Goddesses lived on Mt. Olympus, a mountain
in northern Greece. They wanted to please their Gods and Goddesses in order to gain
such benefits as good harvests or success in their undertakings. The concept of
heaven and hell was not there in their religious beliefs. Their Gods and Goddesses
had nothing to do with good deeds or sins. The Greeks had no priests and the head of
the family performed the sacrifices. It is interesting to note here that the King also
used to perform the sacrifices for the entire community.
There were festivals and holidays to honour Gods and Goddesses. The world still
celebrates one of them, namely the Olympic Games. This event was held in every
four years to honour the God Zeus. Spectators and participants came from all over
Greece and enjoyed open air theatre, poetry reading and conversation as well as
athletic competitions. Different plays were actually staged at the theatres in the
honour of God Dionysus.

Philosophy
Many schools of philosophy developed in ancient Greece. One of these schools
rejected the myths and superstitions about the nature of the physical world and
attempted to give a rational explanation of it. Another school of philosophers believed
that all matter was composed of atoms and that the differences in arrangement of
these atoms resulted in different forms of life. The greatest philosopher of this school
was Democritus who denied the existence of a spiritual world or the soul.
Then there were Stoicism and Epicureanism school of philosophy. The Stoic school
taught that man should accept his fate, since he cannot change it. Philosopher Zeno
was an advocate of Stoicism. According to the Stoics, serenity of mind is the goal all
men should strive to attain. They preached indifference to pleasure or pain, good or
evil, but believed in the brotherhood of all men. Epicureans believed that the highest
good for man is pleasure, but they aimed at tranquility of mind rather than indulgence
in pleasures. They believed that the Gods had nothing to do with the affairs of men.
They taught people to lead simple, virtuous, and fearless lives in order to be happy.
The great philosophers produced by the Greeks were Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle.
They wanted every Greek citizen to deeply study the philosophy of life. They gave
the idea of the philosopher king. The ideals set by them for the philosopher king are
even today considered most suitable for the rulers of modern times. Plato and
Aristotle also provided the concept of communism of wives and property which are
even today accepted as ideals to be achieved.
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LET US KNOW
According to the concept of communism of wives and property, the ruling class and
philosophers should not either have family or own private property as that was bound
to make them selfish and corrupt.
Socrates believed that knowledge leads to right conduct and happiness, while
ignorance breeds evil. He wanted to go beyond the known. He wanted to find truth
and rationale of everything, instead of taking everything for granted. He devoted his
whole life in search of wisdom and in finding the principle of truth and justice. He
encouraged the youths of Athens to question everything. He criticized the popular
beliefs of the Athenians. After the defeat of Athens in the Peloponnesian War,
Socrates was condemned to die on the charge of corrupting the youths and was forced
to drink poison.
The most distinguished student and follower of Socrates was Plato. After the
execution of his master, he developed a sort of hatred against the then existing
institutions and with those who had held power and authority. He used to put a
question and try to give all sorts of possible answers to find out the best one near the
truth. In his famous book ‘The Republic’, Plato proposed a society which would be
divided into three classes- the lowest class consisting of farmers, artisans, and
merchants; the second class of soldiers; and the highest class of intellectuals who
would have all the political power. He believed that the state should have maximum
control over the life of the people and regulate that.
Aristotle was a student of Plato. He was both a philosopher and a scientist and wrote
on many subjects. He stated that every argument should be tested on reason before
that was accepted. He studied all the known sciences of his time and made important
contributions to medicine, biology, and astronomy. He believed in the principle of
‘Golden Mean’ that is, neither extreme luxury nor self-denial. He advocated the same
principle in his political philosophy and wanted government to be based at some point
between rule by the upper class and democracy. He framed a set of rules for the rulers
and the state officers.
Along with the philosophers, there were also the Sophists meaning ‘those who are
wise’. Sophists were like modern day teachers providing education to youths on
various subjects. They also used to discuss and analyse the political and social issues,
thereby attempting to bring change in Greece. Sophists believed that there was no
absolute truth, but looked at every so called truth in relation to its effect on human
beings. They said that ‘man is the measure of all things’. Their contribution to the
growth of philosophy was great. In the words of a great Roman thinker, they ‘brought
philosophy down from heaven to the dwellings of men’.
CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Answer the following questions:
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Q 8: Name a few ancient Greek Gods and Goddesses?
................................................................................................
Q 9: The principle of ‘Golden Mean’ was propounded by whom?
................................................................................................
Q 10: Which school of philosophy taught that man should accept his fate?
................................................................................................
Q 11: What is the literal meaning of the word ‘Sophist’?
................................................................................................

11.7 CONTRIBUTION TO WORLD CIVILIZATION
The Greek civilization reached its height of development during the 5th and 4th
century B.C. The victorious campaigns of Greek conqueror Alexander the Great in
various parts of the World led to the spread of the Greek Civilization outside Greece.
Even the influence of Greek Civilization can be seen in Indian art and culture.
The people of ancient Greece were highly cultured. They were very much conscious
in developing their physical as well as mental health. The modern saying that ‘sound
mind rests in a sound body’ was known to the Greeks from the ancient times. The
ancient Greeks flourished in each and every field like literature, art and architecture,
science, philosophy, sports, etc.
Of all the city states of ancient Greece, Athens happened to be the centre of all
cultural developments. Talented persons were no doubt born in different parts of
ancient Greece. But it was Athens which provided the much needed environment and
platform to these talented persons to develop their talents to the fullest possible
extent.
The Greeks made immense contribution to world civilization which can be studied
under the following sub-headings.

Literature
The Greeks loved literature and patronized all those having the potential of promoting
literary activities. In the field of literature, the gifts from Greece include epics, poetry,
drama, and history. The Iliad and the Odyssey composed by Homer are among the
best epics of the world. The Iliad is the story of the siege and destruction of the city of
Troy on the western coast of Asia Minor. The Odyssey describes the adventures and
return home from Troy, of a Greek hero Odysseus. The two epics provided a great
deal of information about the life and institutions of the early Greeks. These epics
were considered by the Greeks as their common property which even used to help
them in binding together by feeling of oneness. The shorter Greek poems were called
lyrics because they were sung to the music of the lyre. These were composed to
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express the emotions of man. Sappho, the great women poet, sang of the beauty of
love and nature. Pindar, one of the greatest of the lyric poets, wrote poems to honour
victorious athletes.
It was in drama- both tragedies and comedies- that the Greek literary achievement
was supreme. The founder of Greek tragedy was Aeschylus, author of Prometheus
Bound. Sophocles is considered the greatest of the Greek tragedians. He wrote
Oedipus Rex, Antigone, and Electra, plays which are admired all over the world even
today. Euripides, another great master of tragedy condemned war and sympathized
with slaves and common people. One of his best known plays is the Trojan Women.
Aristophanes, the master of Greek comedy ridiculed leading citizens in front of fun
loving audiences.
LET US KNOW
Equal greatness was shown by the Greeks in the staging of drama. Different plays
were actually staged as a part of the festivals held in the honour of God Dionysus.
The tragic plays were staged during the day time and the comic plays were staged at
the evening. For staging of the plays, open air theatres where thousands of people can
together watch the plays.
Greece produced some of the earliest great histories of the world. Knowledge of the
past was popularised there through myths, legends, and folklores. But its authenticity
was questionable. Herodotus raised the status of history for which he is now regarded
as the ‘father of history’. He provided an interesting account of the Persian Wars and
of his travels to the near east. Then Thucydides gave the world the first scientific
history. His most important work was on the Peloponnesian War which was fought
between Athens and Sparta. Later on, Plutarch was known for his famous
biographies, Lives of Illustrious Men.

 Art and Architecture
The Greeks left a mark of reputation in the field of art and architecture. As the social
life of the Greeks developed centering round the temple, the excellence of their
architectural skills was implemented in constructing the temples. Most famous of the
Greek temples was the Parthenon temple of Goddess Athena constructed at the
Acropolis. This temple was built with stones and a huge area with large pillars
surrounding the temple which depicts the large size of the temple. There were two
chambers in the Parthenon temple where in one chamber the statue of Goddess
Athena was erected and in the other chamber, there was the treasury of the Athens
city state.
In the field of sculpture, there was remarkable progress. The Greek sculptors made
different types of statues and erected them at the temples and at different areas in the
city. The number of statues erected in the city was so large that Plutarch once
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commented that the number of statues in Athens was more in number than people
living there. Most of these statues got destroyed in due course of nature and at the
hands of miscreants over the years. Still, some of these statues survived and are
preserved in the museum.
These statues were made of clay or stone or bronze. The beauty of the statues can still
be ascertained which testifies the high quality of craftsmanship of Greek sculptors.
The sculptures expressed the values they admired in human beings like beauty and
courage. They portrayed the well-built, noble, and muscular bodies to portray the
beauty of man. Myron, Phidias, and Praxiteles were the best known sculptors of
ancient Greece. Myron became famous for his statue of the discus thrower; Phidias
became famous for his statue of Goddess Athena in Parthenon and the statue of
Hermes holding the infant Dionysus; and Praxiteles became famous for his statue of
Homer at Olympia. Even Phidias was appointed by Pericles to supervise the
construction of Acropolis in Athens.
Along with the statues, the remains of clay vessels, plates, flower vase, etc were also
found which shows that these items were too made in ancient Greece. These items
had an artistic beauty being painted with a mixture of different colours. The artists
used to draw scenes from the story of Iliad and Odyssey, the daily life of the people,
athletes, nature, etc in those items for its beautification.

Science
The Greeks made a significant progress in the field of science as well. They made an
immense contribution in developing science. During the 5th century B.C., Athens was
the main centre for conducting scientific study. Democritus, an Athenian scientist, put
forward his theory of atoms stating that world is constituted of several atoms.
Archimedes gave his principle of Physics. He discovered the method of determining
the specific gravity of a substance by displacement of water. He also explained the
importance of lever. Our modern automatic jacks are made on the principle of lever.
Euclid and Pythagoras made great contribution in the field of mathematics, especially
geometry.
Hippocrates laid the foundations of modern medicine by insisting that every disease
has a natural cause, and without natural causes, nothing ever happens. He discarded
the then prevailing notion that diseases are caused by evil spirits. He became an
inspirational figure for the other physicians of his time. He prescribed an oath biding
fresh medical practitioners to follow an ethical code in their profession. This oath is
even now administered at the graduation ceremony of the medical practitioners and is
known after him as the ‘Hippocratic Oath’. Hippocrates is considered the ‘Father of
Medicine’. Herophilus described the brain in detail and the function of arteries in the
circulation of blood. Doctors practised dissection of human bodies for the first time
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and obtained a great deal of knowledge about human anatomy. Alexandria emerged
as a great centre of study for medicine.
A Greek astronaut Aristarchus in the 3rd century B.C. propounded the theory that the
earth and other planets revolve round the sun. But Ptolemy’s belief that the earth was
the centre of the universe was accepted as a truth until the 16th century. Hipparchus
made an approximately correct calculation of the diameter of the moon and the
distance between the earth and the moon. Eratosthenes calculated the circumference
of the earth with a small error of about 320 kilometers. He also prepared a fairly
accurate map of the globe and was the first to suggest that one could reach India from
Europe by sailing west. Several centuries later, Columbus used a map based on his
ideas to start his geographical voyages of discovery.

Philosophy
We have already discussed in detail earlier the developments made in the field of
philosophy in ancient Greece. Many schools of philosophy developed in ancient
Greece. The Greeks had produced three world class philosophers, namely, Socrates,
Plato, and Aristotle. There were also the Sophists. A rich tradition of philosophy has
been provided by Greece to world civilization and even today the world community is
indebted to the Greeks for it.

Sports
The Greeks were very much interested in sports. They used to play in the honour of
their Gods. The important sports played were foot races, jumping, wrestling, boxing,
discus and javelin throws. For promoting sports, the first Olympic Games were
played in 776 B.C. and from that time onwards were played regularly with great
excitement at the interval of 4 years. The winners were very highly honoured. Poems
and verses were recited in their praise and even their statues were made.
The Olympic Games were organised for five days. For providing smooth passage to
the outsiders to witness or to participate in the games, even truce was declared in case
of any war in progress. For the winners of different sports event in the Olympic
Games, the traders from outside also used to bring presents. Sports secured a place of
importance amongst the Greeks as it satisfied their religious sentiments and provided
the people an opportunity to come nearer and closer to each other.
CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Answer the following questions:
Q 12: Which city state was the centre of all cultural developments of the Greek
civilization?
................................................................................................
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Q 13: Who composed the Iliad and the Odyssey?
................................................................................................
Q 14: Who was the founder of Greek tragedy?
................................................................................................
Q 15: Who is considered as the ‘Father of Medicine’?
................................................................................................
ACTIVITY
To know more about ancient Greece, you can watch the following movies Sparta
 300
 300: Rise of an Empire
 Hercules
These movies throw much light on the nature of Greek polity, social customs, war
and heroism.

11.8 LET US SUM UP
After going through this unit, you have learnt–


Centering the city states there emerged the Hellenic or Greek civilization.



The natural of polity or form of government in all the Greek city states was
monarchy. It gradually lost its popularity and the wealthy landowners took
over the political power. Then there emerged the dictators or tyrants which
were also overthrown. After that most of the city states had either democracy
or oligarchy.



The society in ancient Greece was basically divided into two sections, namely,
Free People and Slaves. Again, the free people in the Greek city states were
divided as Citizens- the Upper Class; Metics-the Middle Class; and
Freedmen-the Lower Class. These social stratifications were applicable only
for the men as the women were sub-ordinate to men in the ancient Greek
society.



The economy of ancient Greece centered on agriculture, industry, trade and
commerce. Industries were mainly the different crafts like metallurgy, pottery,
textile, etc along with mining, wagon making, ship building, shoe and saddle
manufacturing, and harness making. Trading and commercial activities were
also undertaken.
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The religious beliefs of the early Greeks were very simple. They had many
Gods and Goddesses whom they imagined to be like human beings, though
more powerful and immortal.



Many schools of philosophy developed in ancient Greece. Three great
philosophers namely, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle were produced whose
propounded philosophies are even today world famous. Along with the
philosophers, there were also the sophists who provided education to youths
on various subjects.



In the field of literature, the gifts from Greece include epics, poetry, drama,
and history. The Greek sculptors made different types of statues and erected
them at the temples and at different areas in the city. The scientific
contributions were made in the field of natural science, physics, mathematics,
medical science, astronomy, geography, etc.

11.9 FURTHER READINGS
1) Chaudhuri, K. C., (2001), History of Greece, New Central Book Agency Pvt. Ltd.,
Calcutta.
2) Majumdar, R. K. & Srivastva, A.N., (2006). History of World Civilization, Surjeet
Book Depot, New Delhi.
3) Swain, J. E. (1983). A History of World Civilization, The McGraw Hill Book
Company Inc., New York.

11.10 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Ans to Q No 1: Greeks.
Ans to Q No 2: Sparta and Athens.
Ans to Q No 3: Monarchical.
Ans to Q No 4: Slaves.
Ans to Q No 5: The Middle Class.
Ans to Q No 6: Euboea and Rhodes.
Ans to Q No 7: Aegina and Athens.
Ans to Q No 8: Poseidon, Zeus, Apollo and Athena.
Ans to Q No 9: Aristotle.
Ans to Q No 10: Stoicism.
Ans to Q No 11: Those who are wise.
Ans to Q No 12: Athens.
Ans to Q No 13: Homer.
Ans to Q No 14: Aeschylus.
Ans to Q No 15: Hippocrates.
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11.11 MODEL QUESTIONS
A) VERY SHORT QUESTIONS (Answer each question within 50 words)
Q 1: Name the language spoken by the Greeks.
Q 2: Who started the expedition for world domination?
Q 3: Who are the Citizens?
Q 4: Define Eisphora?
Q 5: Which Greek philosopher was forced to drink poison?
Q 6: Who built the statue of Goddess Athena in the Parthenon temple?
Q 7: Who was Archimedes?
Q 8: In the honour of which God was the Olympics held?
B) SHORT QUESTIONS (Answer each question within 150 words)
Q 1: What led to the formation of city states?
Q 2: What was the nature of polity in ancient Greece after the decline of monarchy?
Q 3: What was the position of women in ancient Greece?
Q 4: What type of industries existed in ancient Greece?
Q 5: What kinds of ideas were preached by the Greek philosophers?
Q 6: How the Greeks contributed in the field of medicine?
C) LONG QUESTIONS (Answer each question in between 300-500 words)
Q 1: Write a note on the emergence of the Hellenic Civilization and its nature of
Polity.
Q 2: Discuss the society and economy in ancient Greece?
Q 3: Explain the religious conditions and developments made in the field of
philosophy in ancient Greece?
Q 4: Describe the Contribution of Greek Civilization towards World Civilization?
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UNIT 12 : CULTURE
Structure
12.1 Architechture
12.1.1 Introduction
12.1.2 Objectives
12.1.3 Greek Architecture
12.2 Greek philosophy
12.2.1. Objectives
12.2.2. Introduction
12.2.3. Pythagorian Ethics
12.2.4. Heraclitian Ethics
12.2.5. Democritian Ethics (Eudaimonia)
12.2.6. Protagorian Ethics
12.2.7. Thrasymachian Ethics
12.2.8. Socratic Ethics
12.2.9. Platonic Ethics
12.2.10. Aristotlean Ethics
12.2.11. Epicurean Ethics
12.2.12. Stoic Ethics
12.2.13. Let Us Sum Up
12.2.14. Key Words
12.2.15. Further Readings and References
12.2.16. Answers to Check Your Progress
12.3 Drama and Theatre
12.4 Festivals and rituals
12.4.0 Objectives
12.4.1 Introduction
12.4.2 Etymology
12.4.3 Defining festivals and rituals
12.4.4 Festivals and rituals of antiquity
12.4.5 Festivals of Greece

12.1 ARCHITECTURE
12 .1.1 Introduction
The history of architecture is a record of continuous evolution. Architecture has
evolved over the ages and has been moulded and adapted to meet the changing needs
of societies in their religious. political and domestic development.
An insight into the history of architecture is necessary
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(a) to understand forces and factors which gave rise to architectural expressions at
various places in the world at different times. Some of these factors are
geographical, geological, climatic, religious, social and historical.
(b) to understand development of construction techniques and its impact on
architectural style.
In this unit, we have covered mainly European arid some Western architecture. Indian
Architecture has been separately dealt with in the next unit. There are many important
architectural historical developments which could not be included due to the
restriction of space. There are numerous hooks covering various aspects of
architectural history of various parts of the world. We have listed a few books at the
end of the block under the section "Further reading" where the students may also find
the missed out parts.

12.1.2 Objectives
After studying this unit, you should be able to discuss the salient features of ancient, western and modem architecture,
 identify building types of ancient, western and modern architecture, and
 describe the system of construction of some of the buildings of the past.

12.1.3 Greek Architecture (3000 BC 30 BC)
The Greek civilisation is a s um total of Aegean, Mycenean, Hellenic and Hellenistic
developments. The Aegean civilization began about 3000 BC on the island of Create.
Create lies in the Mediterranean sea having the mainlands of Macedon, Mycia, Caria
and Lycia on its north. The Aegean culture extended to Greece and its islands
between 1600-1400 BC. The Myceneans from the mainland took control of Create in
1400 BC. In 1100 BC, Dorain Greeks inviaded the mainland and the Aegean
civilization was almost completely destroyed.
Thus, Hellenic Greece, a new civilisation was born. There are two principal phases of
Greek Architecture namely the Hellenic period (650 BC to 323 BC) and the
Hellenistic period (323BC to 30 BC).
The Greek climate ranged between extreme cold to temperate heat. The climate
encouraged outdoor activities and as a result architecture evolved to favour open
gatherings. Most public ceremonies took place in courtyards or open grounds. The
Greek worshipped natural phenomena. The Gods were personification of natural
elements or were deified heroes, for examples, Zeus is the supreme God, ruler of the
sky: Here, wife of Zeus is Goddess of marriage: Apollo is the God of law, art, music
and poetry and founder of cities while Athe'na is the Goddess of wisdom and
learning.
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System of Construction
Greek Architecture was essentially columnar and trabeated. The construction system
was simple and the Greeks never used dome, vault and roof truss. The structural
spans were small and the system of triangulation was known to them. The study of
theoretical mechanics hardly began before the 3rd century so there is no evidence of
theoretical understanding of structure and little sign of empirical knowledge either.
The Greeks also knew of the double cantilevers, with two arms balancing each other
on either side of a central support. They also know corbelling where successive
horizontal courses project out until the opening is bridged. In early Greek buildings
timber was used profusely for columns and entablature with terracotta decoration on
the beams but later the entire assembly was converted into stone. The timber was
replaced with superb exactness in stone and for this reason Greek Architecture is also
called "Carpentery in marble".Often the temples were open without a ceiling or a
roof. Whenever a roof was provided a coffer was made underneath. Blocks of stone
were laid without any cement and relied on their weight and carefully fitted joints for
stability. Metal clamps and dowels were used for good joinery.
A special feature of Greek masonry is that it was laid with normally an allowance of
stone beyond the intended face and the whole surface was dressed down when the
building was completed.

Figure1:Orders
Greek Architecture used two original 'orders' namely Doric and Ionic. An order
basically means assembly or conventional entablature which it supports. The names
Doric and Ionic have come from two Greek races of Dorian and Ionians who evolved
these orders. The third order Corinthian, a purely decorative variant was invented by
the Hellenic Greeks and attained its full expression during the Roman period.
In order to obtain a desired visual effect, the Greeks tried several methods to remove
optical illusion. The long horizontal lines of stylobates, architraves and cornices
which are straight in reality would have appeared to the eye to drop or sag in the
middle of their length, were formed with slightly convex outlme. A optical correction
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was used on column shafts where the central portion swelled outwards and tapered
off towards the top making a curved effect known as entasis.

Building Types
The temples. the civic buildings such as Agora, Theatres, and Domestic buildings are
the major building types in Greek Architecture.
The characteristic form of Greek Temples emerged in the 8th Century BC. The
temple was not a place for congregational worship since the animal sacrifices which
formed the major part of the ritual took place outside. The temple building was
simply the house of the divinity holding the cult statue and the precious dedications.
Hence, the development of Greek Architecture had little to do with either structure or
it did not concern itself with internal space and precisely due to this the external form
dominated the scene.

Figure 2 : Parthenon
The most famous Greek temple is the Parthenon, the house of the Greek Goddess
Virgin Atliena Patthenos. Located on the Acropolis (top of a hill), along with other
temples and buildings, the Parthenon was built between 447 to 432 BC. It followed
the traditional Greek Doric order. The temple is raised on a three stepped stylobate,
rectangular in plan, surrounded by a colonnade and supported a gable roof.
Civic architecture dominated Greek cities. They were a group of buildings namely,
the Agora, or the market place, the Theatre, the stoa, the Prytaneu (Council chamber),
the Law courts and the Record office. Some of the most prominent theatres are
theatre Epidauros, theatre of Dionysos at Athens and the theatre of Pompeii.
The concept of Greek houses is derived primarily from the planned layouts of
Olynthus, Macedonia, Priene and Delos. Most houses consisted of rooms opening
into a courtyard on the south side so as to catch the winter sun. The houses were
commonly built of mud and brick with wooden post and tiled roof. For most Greeks,
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a house was little than a place to sleep. It is said that Greeks lived most of their
waking life in the public and sacred parts of the city. Hence, houses were modest and
simple in scope and material.
SAQ 2
(a) Write in tour lines factors that affected Greek Architccture.
(b) Write in one sentence the characteristics of Greek Architecture.
(c) Describe in short the system of construction of Greek Architecture.
(d) What is an order ? Describe orders in Greek Architecture.
(e) How did the Greeks obtain optical corrections
(f) Name the building types in Greek Architecture
(g) Describe following in three lines
i.
Greek Temples,
ii.
Greek Dwellings, and
iii. Types of Civic Building

12.2 GREEK PHILOSOPHY
12.2.1. Objectives
This is an attempt to give an account of the ethical teachings of ancient Greek
philosophers from Thales to Stoicism. In this unit you are guided to reflect on:
• The moral principles which have their roots in the Supreme Cause of the
universe.
• Right Reason becomes the norm of ethical judgment in the affairs of human.
• Principles are designed, according to Plato, to train human soul under the
supervision of intellect for the full achievement of happiness in human’s life.
• Human has to be virtuous and thereby finally attain happiness through
contemplation proper to one’s nature.
• A perfect society is also intended in the final end of the Greek ethics.

12.2.2. Introduction
The aim of Greek ethics was to develop certain principles which help man to lead a
good life or happy life. The most important search and quest of the human being in
every human epoch is to discover the final end of his activity. Confronted with a
multitude of ends, he is unable to assess and make sure of what the ultimate end
would consist. Thus there are some age old questions: What is good? What is the
highest good? What is the meaning of Good? Is it related to the good life of man?
What is a good life? Is it happy life? What is the end and aim of life? Who is man,
what is his function, what does man act for, what is the ultimate end of a man's
activity and, finally, who is the supreme infallible authority to judge the good life?
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12.2.3. Pythagorian ethics
Pythagoras founded an association, the purpose of which is described as ethical,
religious, and political. His ideal was to develop among his followers political virtues,
to teach them to act for the good of the state, to subordinate them to the whole. Here
the individual should learn to control oneself, to moderate his or her passions, to
harmonise his or her soul; he or she should have respect for the authority, for the
authority of his or her elders, his or her teachers and the state. As a result, the view
has been held that the Pythagoreans were political communities. But they were not
essentially political but religious or ethical.
Purification of Soul: The chief orientation of his teaching was to the religious-ascetic
ideals which centred round purification and purity. Pythagoreans saw the human soul
as the life spirit which endures after the death of its first body and may take its abode
subsequently in another human or animal body. This theory of metempsychosis or
transmigration of souls is ethically significant since it provides for the rewarding of
good action and the punishment of evil in these subsequent reincarnations. That is
why they undergo purification and soul training in their life.
Right Reasoning: This is the beginning of a very important approach to ethical
problems, the view that 'good' means what is rational and intelligible. Thus, in the
fourth century B.C., a later Pythagorean, Archytas of Tarentum, first enunciated the
principle of "right reasoning" as the key to good behaviour: "Right reckoning, when
discovered, checks civil strife and increases concord...(it is) the standard and deterrent
of wrong doers". It is quite possible that Aristotelian and the medieval theories of
right reason (recta ratio) as the norm of ethical judgement are directly indebted to
Pythagorean intellectualism.

12.2.4. Heraclitian ethics
Heraclitean fragments suggest that there is an ever-present rational pattern (logos) in
this Process or 'Becoming'. Heraclitus says: "To be ethical is to live a rational life, to
obey the dictates of reason, which is the same for us all, the same for the whole
world." Man is entrusting himself to his senses, and he lives as if he were epileptic.
Research on Heraclitus reveals that his moral views are of primary importance in his
teaching. Morality means respect for law, self-discipline, control of the passions; to
be moral is to govern oneself by rational principles. The following excerpts from his
writings illustrate the lofty idealism of Heraclitus' ethics: "Character is a man's
guardian divinity"; "It is hard to contend with passion; for whatever it desires to get it
buys at the cost of the soul". "To me one man is ten thousand if he be the best".
The word ‘logos’ of Heraclitus has a decisive philosophical meaning. The ‘logos’
brings the contraries into harmony or it makes possible the “coexistence of
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contraries”. ‘Logos’ reveals itself, it thinks itself and it is. It is the universal law
immanent in all things and binding all things into unity and determining the constant
change in accordance with universal law. Man’s reason is a moment in this universal
Reason. Man, therefore, has to struggle to live according to the reign of unalterable
law. Man’s reason and consciousness, which are the fiery element. Without pure fire
body is worthless.

12.2.5. Democritian ethics
Democritus stressed the soul as the locus of human well-being. His concept of
eudaimonia includes both the notion of 'good existence' (eu-esto) and of 'good
feeling' (eu-thumie). Pace Gosling and Taylor think that Democritus was the first
Greek philosopher to produce a systematic ethical theory. The most important step
towards systematisation was the transition from the vague ethical thinking that
everybody wants to be happy or cheerful, or free from troubles. Democritus argues
again, "Medical science heals diseases of the body but wisdom rids soul off
passions." When one is free from passion he experiences happiness. The superiority
of reason is taken into consideration in the ethical life. The end of all conduct of men
is well-being of society and ultimately of man. Well-being means not only the
intellectual satisfaction but also the pleasure of senses. It needs a little pain, and
requires repetition and moderation of pleasure. The less you desire, the less you are
disappointed. All virtues are valuable only if they help to cultivate happiness. Envy,
jealousy and bitterness of mind bring friction and they will destroy everybody. The
sense of duty must be the basis of doing the right thing; it should not be from the fear
of punishment. We have to serve the state too, because if the state is in peace, all
realm of state will grow; if the governance of the state is corrupted, then there will not
be any order or law but only chaos.

12.2.6. Protagorian ethics
Protagoras, a Sophist, took a relativistic position on ethical judgements. His most
famous teaching is that "man is the measure of all things". This idea would closely
affiliate him with the common Greek respect for the judgement of rational beings. A
thing becomes right or wrong always in relation to one’s need. Actually, Protagoras
did advocate the practical virtue of good judgement. It is also more probable that he
meant that each individual man is the sole judge of what is true or right for himself.
Sextus Empiricus interprets it: "He posits only what appears to each individual, and
thus he introduces relativity." That means one is more normal or natural than the
other: the vision of the normal eye is more reliable than of the jaundiced eye.

12.2.7. Thrasymachian ethics
Thrasymachus is said to have taught that "Might is right". In the Republic Plato
speaks of Thrasymachus as a thinker who claims that "just or right means nothing but
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what is to the interest of the stronger party". Plato himself criticises, that the
honourable is one thing by nature and another by law, and that the principles of
justice have no existence at all in nature, but that mankind is always disputing about
them and altering them. They are told by them that the highest right is might.

12.2.8. Socratic ethics
His teachings on moral and religious elements are philosophical insights. These
insights are the fundamental principles which brightened his life. They are mainly
concerned with good and evil, conscience, the ethical person and moral virtues.
Socrates clearly did think that all the moral virtues are rooted in practical wisdom or
knowledge. The central teaching of Socratic ethics is "knowledge is virtue". He who
knows, what good is, will do good. By this he wanted to tell that the right insight led
to the right action. For Socrates, the moral conscience is not mere sentiment but it is a
responsibility before God. Human life is not tragic; one should confront it with the
spirit.
Socratic ethic is teaching that human is a moral being in general. This was a
revolutionary thought against the belief of the aristocratic people who thought that
morals are limited only to a privileged group. He believed and taught that doing good
is the moral duty of all human beings and possible for all. Socrates was teaching two
moral imperatives attributed to the Delphic Oracle: "Know Thyself" (gnôthi seauton),
and "Avoid Excess" (meden agan). For Socrates the ultimate evil was the
"unexamined life". He forced upon people for the recognition of their ignorance. At
the end of the Apology Socrates told those jurors, who voted for his acquittal, of his
confidence that death will not be an evil thing for him. He advised them, "to bear in
mind this one truth: that no evil comes to a good man in life or in death". Socrates
believed that there is life after death, which reflects in the life itself. A virtuous life
here leads to happiness in the life after death. The proof for this is his death itself.
This was done according to his faith in the immortality of soul. This faith is more
religious than rational certainty. His life was a faith in the soul rather than a
philosophy of the spirit. For him pleasure is below to the virtue.
Check Your Progress I
Note: a) Use the space provided for your answer
b) Check your answers with those provided at the end of the unit
1) Explain the Purification of Soul according to Pythagoras
…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………….

40

2) What is the central teaching of Socratic ethics?
………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………….

12.2.9. Platonic ethics
Plato sees human more in the soul. He affirms that “we are souls”. He meant that
Soul is human. Evil elements are not in human but in the body. The real evil for
human is the body, because human is always trying to liberate oneself from the
bondage of body. Only with liberation of soul from body, a person can be happy and
his ethics is known as eudaimonistic ethics. Plato's works on ethics are fundamentally
‘eudaimonistic’ i.e., about well-being or a happy life. He saw the good life for man in
terms of a personal attainment of well-being. In this level man's reason would
regulate and order all functions of the irrational appetites. Therefore the ethics of
Plato is known as ‘intellectualistic’. The wise man is the one who can do the right
thing and knows the right thing. He believed that the learned and rationally developed
soul is the good soul. For him therefore, wisdom is the greatest virtue.
The movement within each human toward the ideal personality is an original version
of self-perfection ethics. The development of the basic virtues is a personal process,
of course, and varies from one man to the next. Childress comments on this point:
Platonic ethics is eudaimonistic in the sense that it is centred around the attainment of
man's highest good, his true happiness, which involves the right cultivation of his soul
and harmonious well-being of his life.
Human has to find happiness in intellectual exercise. Virtue does not depend upon the
will, but on the practical intelligence, that understands the virtue and changes it into
action. The realisation of virtue is more important than the education. If the virtue is
realised only to the highly educated people then the ethical life is only for
philosophers. Here the ethics of Plato becomes an ethics of aristocracy. The ordinary
people get only true opinion or extrinsic knowledge through the public education of
moral life. He also believed that the greatest happiness is in the contemplation of the
highest ‘Ideas’. Yet Plato, like most of the Greeks, was well aware of the social
dimensions of human life and well-being. A good life needs association with other
persons. Thus ethics grows as part of politics which treats how to deal in a state
(polis).
Political Thought: In the book of Republic Plato gave the picture of an ‘ideal state’
which could be ruled by philosophers. The origin of state is natural. At a certain
moment, a group of families can not live together and be self-sufficient. Economic
needs brought division of labour and its administration. This is the functional
requirement of the nature. Plato says, “Every citizen must practise only one
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activity of the many regarding civil life; that activity to which his natural
inclination is most disposed”. Therefore, a sound state gets its life and its function
goes well. Then there arises the need for defence and the government.
A good state depends upon the government. Here the rulers are ruling with reason in
wisdom. In the fourth book of the Republic the citizens are divided into three classes
just like the division of man. 1) The lowest class is productive and acquisitive. And
its virtue is in particular temperance, but not set aside only for this class but also
generally for the society as a whole because "the desire of the inferior multitude will
be controlled by the desires and the wisdom of the superior few". 2) The middle class
is spirited, competitive, and warlike, its distinctive virtue is courage. 3) The highest
class is that of the rulers which is distinguished by its rationality and its special virtue
is practical wisdom. The most capable member of the highest class will become
philosophers and will be given complete political rule, since every good ruler is one
who governs in virtue of knowledge of the truth. When all these three classes work
well together, the city becomes virtuous and perfect. The special virtue of the highest
class is justice. The goal of the state is general justice, while each of three classes
follows their own virtue. In other words, we can tell that social morality or
individual’s morality is the purpose of the state.
In Plato’s ‘ideal state’ rulers and soldiers are not allowed family life or private
property. They are suggested community life. This is a half type of communism. He
confirmed that women could rule a country, because women have exactly the same
powers of reasoning as men, provided that they get the same training. He said, a state
that does not educate and train women is like a man who only trains his right hand.
Plato had a good vision of women, considering the time he lived.
Division of Soul:According to Plato human's soul is divided into three parts. One part
stands for the appetitive or concupiscent part of the soul (to epithumetikon) the
second part is the spirited part (thumos); in fact these two parts represent two
appetites in man: the desire for sensual satisfaction and aspiration for success and
fame. The third part is reason (logos, to logistikon) the highest part of man's soul. All
these three parts work together for happiness.
Virtues of the Soul: Each part of the soul has its special virtue. Practical wisdom
(phronêsis, sophia) is the virtue of the rational part. Courage or manliness (andreia)
perfects the spirited part. Temperance (sôphrosunê) is another virtue, which
moderates desire. Finally,) justice (dikaiosunê) as a virtue of individual man is that
general condition of soul in which each part performs its proper function. The just
man does what is right in his external actions as a citizen of a state; he does the right
because his soul is internally well-ordered. To live well, with clear understanding,
one must rise to a vision of the idea of the Good.
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12.2.10. Aristotlean ethics
Aristotle attempts to explain ethics as a science, which gives meaning of highest
good. All acts of man have some ends in view of the acts. Every end has again
another end of higher quality. If it is so, there must be some super most good, for the
sake of which every other good is to be hierarchically ordered. What is the highest
good? The goodness of a thing consists in the realization of its specific nature. For
man it is the realization of the life of reason, not sensitive life like animal or
vegetative life like plants. Therefore, man must function as a human being. The
realization of human being is in happiness or ‘eudaimonia’. In order to realize this
goal all other parts of soul must co-operate in this direction. The virtue of the
sensitive part is the moral virtue. This moral virtue must be controlled by the reason,
i.e., rational part. These moral virtues are such as justice, temperance, courage,
liberality.
Principle of Mean: The virtue exists in between the excess and deficiency. The mean
of virtue is not to be confused with mediocrity. It is not a safe way between two
extremes. The virtuous mean is the most reasonable course of action to be taken in a
given situation. Aristotle does not claim the universality of the principle of mean.
This principle is not applicable in the things that are bad in themselves. For example:
shamelessness, envy, adultery, theft and murder. They are bad in itself, not only
because of their excess or deficiency, but because they are always wrong and never
right.
The mean will be relative to each individual, but it should be measured by the proper
reason of the right-minded man. The virtuous man is the measure of all things. He
judges everything correctly and he acts virtuously. The good man realizes his true self
when he loves and acts according to the supreme part of his self. The virtuous man
does not act for his selfishness, but he acts for his friend and his countrymen. He lays
down his life for the other. The nobility of his character in the function is expressed
clearly all through his life. He can also love a good man as his second self. He
becomes a man of justice. Justice is the crown of all virtues, because it is in relation
to others. Justice consisted in giving one’s due. Justice considers all in a just way,
whether he is a ruler or a servant. The mean position can be judged properly only by
the virtuous man.
Pleasure and Happiness: The ultimate end of man’s activity is the happiness. Life of
happiness includes pleasure also. Pleasure is the necessary and immediate
consequences of virtuous activity, but not the end of life. Pleasure is the completion
of activity. Pleasure is the concomitant of action, but pleasure is not the effect of the
act of reason. Hence it will not be the highest good.
Since rational part is the highest part, its activity will be the highest activity proper to
man. The contemplative life is the highest life, the most continuous, the most
pleasant, most self-sufficient, most intrinsically worthy way of life. This type of life
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will be a step higher than virtuous life; since virtuous life belongs to the sensitive
part, which is under the control of rational part.
Function Argument: Aristotle says every being has a special function according to
its nature. Here the nature of a thing consists in fulfilling its special function. He is of
this opinion that human function is with an “activity of soul in accordance with virtue
and if there are more than one virtue, then it will be accordance with the best and
most perfect virtue. He thinks with the concept of good in a specialized realm, for
example, the good of a flutist or of a sculptor, consists in fulfilling a certain function.
A flutist becomes a good flutist by playing the flute well, not by playing cricket. The
same law should be held true of human beings in general. If human person has a
function to do, its goodness consists in doing that peculiar function perfectly well.
Human function is not any activity of the soul that conforms to virtue, for eating is an
activity that can conform to the virtue of temperance, but it is an activity of the lowest
faculty of the soul, the nutritive faculty. Like that, the sensation can not be the
peculiar function of the human, because animals do the same activity. Aristotle is
seeking something which is very peculiar to human alone: certain life of the part of
having reason. This should be the function of the human, the activity of reason, which
is characteristically the human beings engage in.
The function argument can thus be explained: 1) every species has a unique essence,
which is its function. 2) The good of each species is just doing well its function. 3)
The essence of the human is activity in accordance with reason. Thus the good of the
human is such activities. Thereby the by-product of such activity is happiness.
Teleological Argument: Aristotle is universally praised for inventing the concept of
teleology. In Physics Aristotle declares that “nature is among the causes which act for
the sake of something”. ‘For the sake of something’ is a thing’s purpose. This is the
end or goal at which a thing aims. Aristotle is of this opinion that nature does nothing
purposeless. The nature is not without purpose. The natural processes, according to
Aristotle, are ordered to the good ends. Among the good ends, there must be a single
supreme good; this supreme good must be God.
Aristotle believes that man’s ultimate aspiration is to contemplate and imitate the
highest being, God. All other material beings except human person aspire to become
human person, who is the best among the material beings. Human person has the
character of reason which distinguishes human person from all other beings in the
cosmos. So we understand there is a hierarchical order in the process of reaching the
highest good. Therefore, there is a purposeful act of actualization from lower to
higher.
In Aristotelian words, one might say that everything in the universe strives to
actualize its potentialities or capacities. Growth leads to maturity or fullness of things.
This tendency for growth is the hidden cause within the nature of that being. This
completion of hidden potencies is the good at which everything aims. This purpose or
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teleology, therefore, rules Aristotelian ethics, although as we shall see, deontological
elements, those pointing to the duties, are not absent from it. Moral obligation is only
the consequence of man’s good life. Therefore in Physics he says that there is purpose
in the things which come to be and are by nature.
Contemplation: The whole purpose of virtue is to achieve happiness, but according to
Aristotle happiness is two-fold. These two kinds of happiness are proportioned to
man's nature, and obtainable by means of natural capacities. These two kinds of
happiness are those to which the moral and the intellectual virtues are immediately
ordered. Aristotle finishes his discussion indicating that contemplation, which is the
peak point of happiness, is similar to God's activity of contemplation. We understand
that Aristotle puts forward by this concept of a two-fold happiness two ideals for life:
theoretical life and practical life. It is not possible that everybody can lead the
contemplative life; still each one has the opportunity to lead a happy life that is a
virtuous political life. Here, we find the greatness of Aristotelian ethics. Those, who
cannot lead the highest happy life, will not be happy as they might have been, still
they can lead the best kind of life in the fullness of moral virtuous life.
The Aristotelian contemplator is a man who has already acquired wisdom; and what
he is contemplating is precisely this wisdom already present in his mind. By
contemplation he brings his wisdom once again to the forefront of his mind. In this
way contemplation is a quasiaesthetic appreciation of wisdom and truth. The activity
of God is also contemplation. So, if man can also do the activity which resembles the
activity of God, he is doing a God-like activity. That means he is experiencing the life
of God.

12.2.11. Epicurean ethics
As all other philosophies of this age, the main thrust of Epicureanism was the
acquisition of happiness. He believed that the powerful objection to happiness was
fear of death instructed by religion. He wanted to root out this fear from his followers
and accordingly he formulated his philosophy by explaining the nature of the
universe. Our happiness depends upon ourselves in this life. Man has two types of
pains: physical pain and psychological distress. According to him the end of human
existence is the health of the body and tranquility. Actually he meant when he said,
pleasure is “the absence of pain in the body and of trouble in the soul.” He did
deliberately say that this was not the pleasure of prodigal or the pleasure of sensuality
(Letter to Menoeceus, 131-2).
The means of pleasure are the practice of the four virtues. They are prudence,
temperance, fortitude and friendship. Prudence is for the calculation of pleasures. The
next two virtues are instruments for pleasures; because they control the desire and
lead to the continuation of pleasures. These virtues become evil, if they do not bring
pleasures. The last virtue is to enjoy the communion of the people especially in the
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public. For him justice is not a virtue, because it is not harming others. This is in
cohabiting in the name of giving and having which reduces itself into utilitarian fact.
Animals also share this reality.
Epicurus is registered as one of the members of classical Greek ethicists. We see the
special role of reason in his arguments for the attainment of happiness. He believed
that pleasure is not intrinsically evil in itself (Principal Doctrines, 8). But he did not
recommend its pursuit. Two reasons were given. 1) Pleasures are not capable enough
to attain tranquility. 2) Physical pleasures do not avoid mental anxiety. Certain
sensual activities produce more pain than pleasure. Tranquility of soul was attained
through philosophical study and prudence. Human persons have different desires. He
classifies these desires into three groups: some are natural and necessary; some are
natural but not necessary; some are neither natural nor necessary (Principal Doctrines,
29). It is good to understand that the pleasure and tranquility, that Epicurus thought,
were that each one of us should seek our own pleasure and tranquility. Therefore his
ethical theory is egoistic one.

12.2.12. Stoic ethics
Stoic ethics has its own originality distinguished from Platonic, Aristotelian and
Epicurean. The Stoics developed a system which is based on their anthropology of
the “logos”, the presence of the “pneuma” in man. This is the qualified presence of
the divine in man. In order to discover this divinity in man, one has to dedicate
himself to the order of morals. The cosmos, for them, was a harmonious unity with a
living and intelligent God. Man is the part of this universal order as a spark of divine
fire. For Stoics, therefore, moral life is a discovery of “logos” and arrangement of life
accordingly. There are four steps for the ethics of stoics. They are duty, virtue, good
and happiness. Duty is the moral obligation that one perceives within oneself
according to his nature. Mere duty is not the perfection of moral act; but right
intention is also necessary. Right intention is the perfection of the morality and it is
coming from the virtue. Virtuous man is better than the one who is mere duty
oriented without good intention. Virtue transforms the duty to right intention.
According to Stoics, virtue is the highest good and the highest happiness, because
only a virtuous life can lead and experience a happy life. To live in such a way is to
realize one’s self; and thereby to realize the will of the universe and therefore to serve
the purpose of universal reason and to remain for the universal ends. The stoic ethics
stands for a universal society of rational beings with the same rights and duties,
because the fundamental principle is same in all and this is the will of God.

12.2.13. Let us sum up
In Republic of Plato, he speaks, “Each of us should lay aside all other learning, to
study only how he may discover one who can give him the knowledge enabling him
to distinguish the good life from the evil”. Greek ethics is enabling one to lead a
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happy life all through one’s life. As we know ethics is a normative science which
makes judgments on the voluntary human conduct; we are supposed to make
judgment on our own life. Socrates is of this opinion that the most evil in the life of
human is an unexamined life. This is a code of conduct for human to make judgment
on one’s own feelings, words and activities. Each living being is born with certain
good potencies. As it goes through its life, all these potencies ought to be slowly
actualized into its intended end. In this ongoing process there is a control of final
cause. This end is not some goal outside human’s nature, but it is compatible with
well being of human person and society. For Aristotle, human’s final end is in serving
and contemplating God, because this is the most beautiful act a human can do in this
life. This act of contemplation is the similar act that God himself does. Here God’s
act and human’s act become similar but not same.
Check Your Progress II
Note: a) Use the space provided for your answer
b) Check your answers with those provided at the end of the unit
1) How do you explain the eudaimonistic Ethics of Plato?
…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………….
2) What is Teleological argument according to Aristotle?
………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………….

12.2.14. Key words
Right Reasoning: This is the beginning of a very important approach to ethical
problems, the view that 'good' means what is rational and intelligible. Right reasoning
is the key to good behaviour. It is the standard of good action and deterrent of wrong
doers. It is quite possible that Aristotelian and the medieval theories of right reason
(recta ratio) as the norm of ethical judgement are directly indebted to Pythagorean
intellectualism.
Knowledge is Virtue: The central teaching of Socrates' ethics is "knowledge is
virtue". He who knows, what good is, will do well. By this he wanted to tell that the
right insight led to the right action. A man of knowledge is a virtuous man. A man
who has knowledge, can do right thing and avoid vicious thing.
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Eudemonistic Ethics: Platonic ethics is eudemonistic in the sense that it is centred on
the attainment of man's highest good, his true happiness, which involves the right
cultivation of his soul and harmonious well-being of his life.
Principle of Mean: The virtue exists in between the excess and deficiency. The mean
of virtue is not to be confused with mediocrity. It is not a safe way between two
extremes. But the virtuous mean is the most reasonable course of action to be taken in
a given situation. The mean will be relative to each individual, but it should be
measured by the proper reason of the rightminded man.
Teleology: This is an end oriented science proposed by Aristotle. In Physics Aristotle
declares that “nature is among the causes which act for the sake of something”. ‘For
the sake of something’ is a thing’s purpose. This is the end or goal at which a thing
aims.
Contemplation: Contemplation is an activity by which one’s wisdom is brought once
again to the forefront of his mind. The Aristotelian contemplator is a man who has
already acquired wisdom; and what he is contemplating is precisely this wisdom
already present in his mind. In this way contemplation is a quasi-aesthetic
appreciation of wisdom and truth. Aristotle finishes his discussion indicating that
contemplation, which is the peak point of happiness, is similar to God's activity of
contemplation.
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12.2.16 Answers to check your progress
Answers to Check Your Progress I
1. The chief orientation of his teaching was to the religious-ascetic ideals which
centred round purification and purity. Pythagoreans saw the human soul as the life
spirit which endures after the death of its first body and may take its abode
subsequently in another human or animal body. This theory of metempsychosis or
transmigration of souls is ethically significant since it provides for the rewarding of
good action and the punishment of evil in these subsequent reincarnations. That is
why they undergo purification and soul training in their life.
2. The central teaching of Socrates' ethics is "knowledge is virtue". He who knows,
what good is, will do good. By this he wanted to tell that the right insight led to the
right action. For Socrates, the moral conscience is not mere sentiment but it is a
responsibility before God. Human life is not tragic; one should confront it with the
spirit.
Answers to Check Your Progress II
1. Plato's works on ethics are fundamentally ‘eudaimonistic’ i.e., about well-being or
a happy life. He saw the good life for man in terms of a personal attainment of wellbeing. In this level man's reason would regulate and order all functions of the
irrational appetites. Therefore the ethics of Plato is known as ‘intellectualistic’. The
wise man is the one who can do the right thing and knows the right thing. He believed
that the learned and rationally developed soul is the good soul. For him therefore,
wisdom is the greatest virtue.
The movement within each man toward the ideal personality is an original version of
selfperfection ethics. The development of the basic virtues is a personal process, of
course, and varies from one man to the next. Childress comments on this point:
Platonic ethics is eudaimonistic in the sense that it is centred around the attainment of
man's highest good, his true happiness, which involves the right cultivation of his soul
and harmonious well-being of his life. Human has to find happiness in intellectual
exercise. Virtue does not depend upon the will, but on the practical intelligence, that
understands the virtue and changes it into action. The realisation of virtue is more
important than the education. If the virtue is realised only to the highly educated
people then the ethical life is only for philosophers. Here the ethics of Plato becomes
an ethics of aristocracy. The ordinary people get only true opinion or extrinsic
knowledge through the public education of moral life. He also believed that the
greatest happiness is in the contemplation of the highest ‘Ideas’.
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2. Aristotle is universally praised for inventing the concept of teleology. In Physics
Aristotle declares that “nature is among the causes which act for the sake of
something”. ‘For the sake of something’ is a thing’s purpose. This is the end or goal
at which a thing aims. Aristotle is of this opinion that nature does nothing
purposeless. The nature is not without purpose. The natural processes, according to
Aristotle, are ordered to the good ends. Among the good ends, there must be a single
supreme good; this supreme good must be God.
Aristotle believes that man’s ultimate aspiration is to contemplate and imitate the
highest being, God. All other material beings except human person aspire to become
human person, who is the best among the material beings. Human person has the
character of reason which distinguishes human person from all other beings in the
cosmos. So we understand there is a hierarchical order in the process of reaching the
highest good. Therefore, there is a purposeful act of actualization from lower to
higher.
In Aristotelian words, one might say that everything in the universe strives to
actualize its potentialities or capacities. Growth leads to maturity or fullness of things.
This tendency for growth is the hidden cause within the nature of that being. This
completion of hidden potencies is the good at which everything aims. This purpose or
teleology, therefore, rules Aristotelian ethics, although as we shall see, deontological
elements, those pointing to the duties, are not absent from it. Moral obligation is only
the consequence of man’s good life. Therefore in Physics he says that there is purpose
in the things which come to be and are by nature.

12.3 DRAMA AND THEATRE
Twenty-five hundred years ago, Western theatre was born in Athens, Greece.
Between 600 and 200 B.C. the ancient Athenians created a theatre culture whose
form, technique and terminology have lasted two millennia, and they created plays
that are still considered among the greatest works of world drama. Their achievement
is truly remarkable when one considers that there have been only two other periods in
the history of theatre that could be said to approach the greatness of ancient Athens Elizabethan England and the Twentieth century.
The theatre of Ancient Greece evolved from religious rites which date back to at least
1200 BC. At that time Greece was peopled by tribes that we in our arrogance might
label 'primitive'. In northern Greece, in an area called Thrace, a cult arose that
worshipped Dionysus, the god of fertility and procreation. The Cult of Dionysus
practiced ritual celebration. The cult's most controversial practice involved, it is
believed, uninhibited dancing and emotional displays that created an altered mental
state. This altered state was known as 'ecstasies'. Ecstasy was an important religious
concept to the Greeks, who would come to see theatre as a way of releasing powerful
emotions. Though it met with resistance, the cult spread through the tribes of Greece.
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(Dionysiac, hysteria and 'catharsis' also derive from Greek words for emotional
release or purification). During this time, the rites of Dionysus became mainstream
and more formalised and symbolic. An essential part of the rites of Dionysus was the
dithyramb. The word means 'choric hymn'. This chant or hymn was probably
introduced into Greece early accompanied by mimic gestures, and probably music. It
began as a part of a religious ceremony, like a hymn, describing the adventures of
Dionysus. It was performed by a chorus of men, group of dancers, and band of
revellers. In this way, over a period of time dithyramb evolved into stories in play
form now known as drama.

Greek Theatre: By 600 BC in Greece the most prominent city state was Athens. It
was here that the Rites of Dionysus evolved into theatre. In about 600 BC, Arion of
Mehtymna (Corinth) wrote down formal lyrics for the dithyramb. Later Thespis of
Attica (Athens) added an actor who interacted with the chorus. This actor was called
the protagonist meaning the main character of a drama. When Thespis, the director of
choruses, his face smeared with white lead perhaps in simulation of the dead god,
stood on a table and addressed the leader of the chorus, dialogue was born in Greece.
With his inspired step Thespis also created the classic actor as distinct from the
dancer. His table (which probably served as an altar for animal sacrifice) was the first
inkling of a stage as distinguished from the primitive dancing circle. In time, a second
speaker was introduced and one moved from one art to another, from choric chant to
theatre. Gradually the leaders of the dithyramb could include other related details
taken from the many tales of ancestral and local heroes which were being recited by
poets. The words associated with dithyrambic dances 6 became elaborate and
dramatic plot was introduced. In 534 BC, Pisistratus the ruler of Athens, instituted
drama competitions. These competitions became popular annual events. A
government authority called the archon chose the competitors and the choregos,
wealthy patrons financed the productions. The 'theatre' was constructed-the Theatre of
Delphi, the Attic Theatre and the Theatre of Dionysus in Athens. In fact, the word
'theatre' derives from the Greek word 'theatron' which referred to the wooden
spectator stands erected on the hill sides; and the word 'orchestra' is derived from the
Greek word for a platform between the raised stage and the audience on which the
chorus was situated. Thespis who acquired a theatre building where his plays (he was
the first prize winning playwright in 535 RC) were performed in a permanent circular
dancing ground of stone with a stone temple in the background. Plays in those days
were performed in the daytime. Actors wore little or no make up. There was no
scenery. Actors wore masks and buskins (leather boots laced upto the knees). Until
484 BC the Athenian drama competitions consisted of a trilogy of dithyrambs and a
satyr play. Their style of presentation was choral rather than dramatic. Around 484
BC there appeared on the Athenian theatre scene a playwright named Aeschylus. He
introduced props and scenery and reduced the to 12. Aeschylus ' Persians, written in
472 BC, is the earliest play in existence. His crowning work was The Orestia, which
tells the legend of Agamemnon, the Greek war hero who was murdered by his wife
Clytemnestra and the pursuit of justice by his children, Orestes and Electra.
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Thematically, it is about the tragedy of excessive human pride, arrogance or hubris.
Aeschylus is also known as the Father of Tragedy. Of the ninety-two plays of
Aeschylus only seven have us. Hundreds of scattered fragments and comments
provide an inkling of some of the subjects he treated. He is a master of the
picturesque. His characters are colourful creatures, many of them supernatural,
barbaric and his speech is metaphorical. Prometheus Bound is an unforgettable work
as its theme was God himself. He turned from the drama of God to the drama of man
in his last two tragedies of which one is Agamemnon. In 468 BC Aeschylus was
defeated in the tragedy competition by Sophocles.
Sophocles, contribution to drama was the addition of actors, and an emphasis on
drama between humans rather than between humans and Gods. He was a fine
craftsman. He won 20 competitions. He experimented, tried different styles and
struggled painstakingly for perfection. He used only one play for each plot and was
consequently constrained to pack all his actions into it. In all respects the shorter form
offered the greater dramatic possibilities. His works bear a strong resemblance to the
architecture and sculpture of his time which favoured small temples and statues of
gods who are not much larger than well-built human beings. Sophocles is precise
rather than rhapsodic. It is noteworthy that Sophocles is the first writer known to have
used some comic details in his tragedies, a procedure that could only be motivated by
a desire for contrast and variety. He is a master of the device of tragic suspense and
tragic irony of which Oedipus the King is a supreme example. Oedipus at Colonus,
Antigone and Philoctetes are the other well known works.
Another contemporary Greek playwright was Euripides. His plays were about real
people. He placed peasants alongside princes and gave their feelings equal weight. He
showed the reality of war, criticized religion, and portrayed the forgotten of society women, slaves and old people. Euripides is credited with adding to the dramatic form
the Prologue which set the stage at the beginning of the play. He managed to create
the most forceful realism and social criticism of the classic stage. The Trojan Women,
Medea, Hippolyttrs, Cyclops and Alcestis are the well known plays of Euripides.
Tragedy was not the only product of Athenian theatre but comedy also thrived at the
time. Greek comedy had two periods: Old Comedy represented by Cratinus and
Aristophanes; and New Comedy, whose main exponent was Menander. Aristophanes,
theatrical works were presented at the Athenian festivals. He used three actors, a
chorus that sang, danced and sometimes participated in the dialogue. His first two
comedies The Banqueters and The Babylonians were lost but it is known that they
were a satire on new education and a political satire respectively. The Acharnians is
the world's first anti-war comedy. His other comedies include The Wmps on
deterioration of Athens, Peace an anti- imperialistic comedy, The Frogs and Plutus.
The use of overt satire, topicality and the pointed lampooning of celebrated characters
to be found in Aristophanes' style were replaced by mistaken identities, ironic
situations, ordinary characters and wit. Menander is the more significant name in the
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New Comedy. His main contribution was to create a comedy model that greatly
influenced later comedy. His characters were not celebrities but ordinary people. The
chorus resembled modem chorus singers and dancers who provided fillers between
acts. They were also portrayed as drunken audience members. His characters were
classic comedy archetypes. Emphasis on mistaken identity, romance and situational
humour became the model for subsequent comedy, from the Romans to Shakespeare
to Broadway. His talent is witnessed in his comedy of errors - The Girl From Samos,
The Shearing of Glycera and The Arbitration. The work of Menander was
reincarnated in the Latin comedies of Plautus and Terrence.

12.4 FESTIVALS AND RITUALS
12.4.1 Objectives
After reading this Unit you will be able to:
 describe the beginnings of festivals and rituals from the primordial to the
present times;
 analyse festival and ritual act asmeans of communication and social exchange
within communities;
 examine how cultural practices are regulated by the agencies of religion and
state in order to bring about the social change desired by those in power; and
 define the key concepts, identify different types of festivals and rituals, and
distinguish between festivals and rituals.

12.4.2 Introduction
Festivals and rituals are cultural performances which serve to keep alive the spirit of
social communication. In ancient cultures all over the world, specific days and
seasons were marked for public festivals. A large number of people participated in
these events. Over a period of time, with the advent of new religious forms and
practices these primitive celebrations underwent great change and transformation.
You must have realized that age old festivals are undergoing gradual change.
Deepawali, is not celebrated over a period of three days any more, and rituals like the
Hindu Upanayana (thread ceremony) and the pre Christmas stirring of puddings by
children have become symbolic. We are continually adding to our repertoire new
occasions to celebrate such as Mother’s day, Friendship day and many more. We also
celebrate our National festivals and the birthdays of our National icons.

Etymology
A study of the origin and semantic development of words reveals the various
connotations these have occupied on the coordinates of human enterprise and its ever
changing contexts. Festivals and rituals have been perceived and actualized
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differently by people across space and time. For example, we speak of a ‘food
festival’being organized at a particular shoppingmall or we describe our morning cup
of coffee as a ‘ritual’. These connotations would have been completely alien to our
ancestors. Let us look into the origin of these concepts:
Festival: Its origin is inMiddle English derived from Old French, derived from Low
Latin “festiualis” which in turn is derived from Latin “festiuus”
L. festiuus = belonging to a feast
L. festum = a feast
L. festus = bright, joyful
Ritual: It is an English word derived from Latin “ritus”
L. ritus = custom
L. ritu = crude form of “ritus”
We can observe that in its origin, a festival was a community eventwhich included
food, entertainment and merry-making.Aritual grew out of customary practices
performed on specific occasions.
(Source: An Etymological Dictionary of the English Language by Walter W. Skeat)
Definition and characteristics
A festival is a public event in which members of a particular social/religious group
take part. Festivals serve as markers of historical or mythological events and
commemorate the legends and heroes intrinsic to the identity of a particular
community. They also mark the end/beginning of seasons, of important phases in the
solar/lunar/agrarian cycle. The celebration of festivals involves specific ceremonies,
use of special crafts such as clay-work/drawing of ritual motifs/ symbols, ceremonial
preparation of particular food items. Thus public rituals are an essential part of
festivals. As compared to festivals, rituals have a deep reach into the social fabric.
There are rituals which mark the life of individuals from birth to death. There are
daily rituals which mark the passage of each day from dawn to dusk. Each culture has
its own set of rituals which symbolize particular aspects of existence and human
endeavour through which the community defines itself, its place in the universe and
its relationship with nature.

12.4.3 Festivals and rituals of antiquity
The earliest rituals known to man were those related to death. Ritual burial of dead
was known to the early Palaeolithicman and it showed that the Neanderthals
exhibited concern for their dead and treated them with careful last rites. As
civilization progressed, man became more closely engaged with natural processes like
the changes of day and night, the coming and going of seasons and the cultivation of
crops. Festivals and ritualized rest from work have marked the life of people across
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cultures since ancient times. The lives of the ancient people were centred round
agriculture. They were mainly agrarian communities whose existence depended on a
good harvest. These communities were also subject to the ravages of changing
seasons with little or no means of protection. The earliest festivals are related to these
aspects of human existence. People welcomed the coming of Spring and the end of
Winter with celebrations. The spring equinox, the autumn equinox, the summer
solstice and the winter solstice were occasions for celebration. Planting of new crop
was also an important event. People prayed for a good harvest and expressed this
through various rites. Planting and harvesting of crop were occasions for community
celebration and merry-making. Man being governed by the elements of nature,
attributed the mysteries of nature to various elemental forces such as sun, wind, rain,
fire, earth. Later gods and goddesses came to be associated with these forces.

12.4.4 Festivals of Greece
The Greek festivals were seasonal and celebrated the passage of days according to the
lunar calendar. For the Greeks, the new day began at sunset. However, each
celebration honoured a particular God or Goddess. Prayers, processions, mysterious
rites, sacrifices, and dramatic performances were integral parts of celebrations. The
Ancient Olympic Games were an important festival held in the honour of Zeus. The
Eleusinian mysteries, Dionysian Mysteries, Haloa, Soteria, Hermaea, Delia were
highly ritualized celebrations.
Festivals and feasts were held throughout the year. In Athens alone there were 120
days of festivals a year. Most festivals were harvest festivals or religious festivals. As
Greece became urbanized more people turned out for these festivals and the activities
became more elaborate. Festivals were often financed by the state and were regarded
as a reflection on the city's image.
According to the Metropolitan Museum of Art: “The four most famous festivals, each
with its own procession, athletic competitions, and sacrifices, were held every four
years at Olympia, Delphi, Nemea, and Isthmia. These Panhellenic festivals were
attended by people from all over the Greek-speaking world. Many other festivals
were celebrated locally, and in the case of mystery cults, such as the one at Eleusis
near Athens, only initiates could participate. [Source: Collete Hemingway,
Independent Scholar, Seán Hemingway, Department of Greek and Roman Art,
Metropolitan Museum of Art, October 2003, metmuseum.org ]
The citizens of Athens gathered once a year for the Panathanaic procession in which
they dressed in woven robes like the one believed to be worn by Athena and marched
through the city to the Acropolis. The procession was led by the Athenian cavalry and
included priests, sacrificial animals, chariots, athletes, and maidens. One of the
marque events was the apobates , in which contestants in full armor leapt on and off
moving chariots.
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The Greeks had some strange festivals associated with destroying things and ideas
thought to be impure. During Bouphonia in Athens a sacrifice was held, then the ax
used in the sacrifice was tried and condemned to death and thrown in the sea. After a
hanging in Cos the rope and tree were banished. During the Ionian festival honoring
Apollo sins were loaded onto a cart and taken out of town. ["World Religions" edited
by Geoffrey Parrinder, Facts on File Publications, New York]
Comic playwrights had the most fun on the Day of Misrule, a holiday when nothing
was sacred. Arcane philosophers were satirized, sexual morality was mocked, and
even the gods were objects of ridicule.
Festivals essentially involve interaction between a large numbers of people whereas
rituals may be performed by individuals, groups, or communities.
Activity 2
1) Name one important festival which is celebrated in your family. List the activities
performed in its celebration.
.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
2) Which of these activities would you classify as a ritual?
.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
3) Are any of these activities performed specifically by your caste/clan/ community?
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
Check Your Progress 1
Note:1) Your answers should be about 30 words each:
2) You may check your answers with the possible answers given at the end of the
Unit.
1) What are the definitions and characteristics of festival and ritual?
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
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