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1.1: LEARNING OBJECTIVES
The rise of the local dynasties in Odisha was yet another significant part of the History
and Culture of this land. After going through this unit the learners would be able to:
 Know the rise of Matharas as a local dynasty and the achievements of Mathara
rulers.
 Brief, the development of Sailodbhavas and their triumphs.
 Understand the rise of the Eastern Ganga dynasty.
1.2: GROWTH OF REGIONAL DYNASTIES
The result of Samundragupta's invasion was remarkable. The kingdoms of Kosala,
Kantara and Kalinga region could not raise their heads from the blow. On the other
hand, it gave way for the rise of small powers on the map of Odisha in the half of the 4th
century A.D. Some of them had survived for a hundred and fifty years whereas some
others just appeared and then disappeared in a short time.
1.3: THE MATHARAS
The history of Kalinga region underwent great change about the middle of the fourth
century AD. after the South India campaign of Sarnudragupta. The political situation of
the period contributed to the rise of a new ruling dynasty named Mathara. In ancient
times the Mathara family enjoyed high political and social status and had matrimonial
relations with several powerful ruling families of Kosala and South India.
1.3.1: Vishakha Varman (350 to 360 A.D)
About the middle of the fourth century, Vishakha Varman of the Mathara family
succeeded in organising a small principality in Kalinga region with its headquarters at
Sripura identified with the modern village Batiasripua near Paralakhemundi in Ganjam
district. Vishakhavarman assumed the title Sri Maharaja and started his political career
as a modest ruler of a petty territory. His territory was divided into a few Panchalis of
which one was named Karosodaka. In the seventh year of his reign, Visakhavannan is
known to have donated the village Tapoyoka located in that Panchali to fiveBrahmanas. In the records of the early Ganga king, we find the Karasodaka Panchali as
a part of the Kalinga territory. But Visakhavarman did not assume the title "Lord of
Kalinga" No record of Visakhavarman is found beyond his seventh regnal year. It
appears that he established the new kingdom for his family towards the later part of his
life and ruled only for about the decade from circa 350 to 360 A.D.
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1.3.2: Umavarman (360 A.D-395 A.D)
Maharaja Visakhavannan was succeeded by Umavarman who was very likely his son.
Umavarman started his career as a modest ruler like his father with Sripura as the
headquarters of his small principality. But, he was an ambitious ruler and taking the
opportunity of the political changes of his time, he began to extend his territory and
power at the cost of the neighbouring territories. By his sixth regnal year, he extended
his kingdom up to the Svetaka region (modern Chikiti) and established a new
headquarters at Sunagara. King Umavarman issued two of his copper plate grantsBaranga grant and Dhavalapeta grant from this headquarters donating the lands to the
Brahmins. By his ninth regnal year, his territory further extended to the south and
comprised the modern Tekkali region. He shifted his headquarters from Sunagara to
Vardhamanpur where form he issued his Tekkali copper plate grant. Thus, Umavarman
extended his territory steadily and by his thirtieth regnal year his territory comprised the
present Srikakulam district. By that time he declared himself as the "Lord of Kalinga"
and transferred his capital from Vardhamanpura to Simhapura. It was from this new
headquarters which he called Vijaya Simhapura that he issued his Vrihatproshtha grant
in which he declared himself the "Lord of Kalinga." The territory of Kalinga had
remained in obscurity after the Call of the Chedi rule in the first century A.D. and its
historical tradition was revived by Maharaja Umavarman towards the end of the fourth
century A.D. Thus Umavarman was the first great ruler of the Mathara dynasty and with
him, Kalinga entered into a long and vigorous political career and her influence was felt
in the history of Eastern India and Deccan. Maharaja Umavarman ruled for about thirtyfive years and was succeeded by Sankarvarman in circa 395 A.D.
1.3.3: Sankarvarman (395 A.D-400 A.D)
Sankarvannan was very probably a brother of Umavarman and his rule appears to be a
very short one. No copper plate grant issued by him has come to light as yet. It is known
from the records of his son that Maharaja Sankaravarman married in the Vasishtha
family which was a ruling family of the Devarastra region during the period after the
South Indian campaign of Samudragupta. This matrimonial relation paved the way for
the extension of the Mathara kingdom over the middle Kalinga region. Maharaja
Sankaravarman died about 400 A.D. and was succeeded by his son Maharaja
Saktivarman.
1.3.4: Maharja Saktivarman (400 A.D-420 A.D)
Maharaja Saktivarman was an ambitious and warlike ruler and succeeded in unifying the
Northern and Southern Kalinga. The vasishthas of the middle Kalinga region with whom
the Matharas had matrimonial relations must have been a great help for Saktivarman in
occupying South Kalinga. The occupation of South Kalinga signifies the fall of the
Salankayana power in Vengi. The Ningondi grant of king Prabhanjanavarman reveals
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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that Saktivarman, the son of Sankaravarman extended his territory from the Mahanadi to
the river Krishna and ruled the far-flung empire following the ancient laws. The Mathara
kingdom extended up to Krishna at the cost of the Salankayanas. The Pallavas who were
the allies of the Salankayanas were also in a state of decline by that time. Saktivannan
very likely defeated the combined forces of the Salankayanas and the Pallavas to extend
his territory up to the banks of the river Krishna. Thus, Saktivarman built a strong
empire on the foundation laid by Umavarman and heightened the prestige and powers of
the Matharas. The political condition of India by the time of Saktivarman was being
dominated by three imperial powers - the Matharas in the South, the Guptas in the North
and the Vakatakas in Central India. Maharaja Saktivarman transferred his capital from
Simhapura to Pishtapura sometime before his 13th regnal year when he issued his
Ragolu copper plate grant from his new capital. This indicates that he conquered the
Southern region before his 13th regnal year and he maintained the integrity of his empire
as long as he ruled. Maharaja Saktivarman died in circa 420 A.D. and was succeeded by
his son Anantasaktivarman.
1.3.5: Anantasaktivarman (420 A.D-450 A.D)
The political history of South India changed by that time owing to the rise of the
Vishnukundin dynasty. Madhavavarman I who was the founder of this dynasty was a
powerful and ambitious ruler and was very probably a contemporary of
Anantasaktivarman. The Spurs plates (of Madhavavarman-Il) reveal that he fought
successful battles with his neighbours and performed eleven horse sacrifices and
thousands of other sacrifices. The Vishnukundins had to fight for their rise and stability
with the Pallavas in the south and Matharas in the north. King Madhavavarman fought
with the Mathara king Anantasaktivarman and the Pallava king Simhavarman-II and
defeated both adversaries. After defeating Anantasaktivarman, he occupied the southern
regions of the Mathara kingdom including south Kalinga. Anantasaktivarman issued his
Andhavarman grant from the military camp at Vijayapura in his 14th regnal year. It
appears that his wars with the Vishnukundins were continuing at the time of the issue of
this grant and very probably he was compelled to leave Pishtapura by that time. His
Sakunaka grant issued in his 28th regnal year was executed by his two high military
officersCommander in chief (Mahabaladhikrita), Sivabhojaka and the General
(Dandarieta) Vaasudatta. This indicates that the military had unusual predominance in
the sphere of civil administration during his rule. Anantasaktivarman could not maintain
the integrity of the empire inherited from his father. After the loss of south Kalinga he
had to shift his headquarters from Pishtapura to Simhapura and tried to consolidate his
position in northern and middle Kalinga. He died circa 450 A.D. and was succeeded by
Chandravarman who was very likely his son.
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1.3.6: Chandravarman (450 A.D-460 A.D)
Maharaja Chandravarman is known for the Bobbiii and Komarti copper plate grants
issued by him in his 4th and 6th regnal years respectively. His two grants do not reveal
any political activity of this ruler. He bore the epithets like Paramabhagavata and
Parmadaivata and ruled from his capital Sirnhapura. Chandravarman probably had a
premature death about 460 A.D. when he was succeeded by Prabhanjanavarman, another
son of Saktivarman.
1.3.7: Prabhanjanavarman (460 A.D-480 A.D)
It appears that after the death of Saktivarman there was a rift between his two sons
Anantasaktivarman and Prabhajanavarman. This internal quarrel contributed to the
weakness of the Mathara dynasty. The defeat of the Matharas when they were at the
zenith of their power by newly organised Vishnukundins was probably due to their
internal dissensions. It may be pointed out that Maharaja Prabhanjanavarman while
referring to his predecessors in the Nirgondi grant ignores Anantasaktivarman and
Chandravarman and declares himself as the direct successor of Saktivarman, the son of
Sankarvarman. This indicates the rift between the houses of Anantasaktivarman and
Prabhanjanavarman. The Mathara power could not recover from the loss of prestige and
territory and they began to decline steadily. No doubt king Prabhanjanvarman attempted
to recover South Kalinga and he assumed the title "Sakala Kalingadhipati". This epithet
was not borne by the previous Mathara rulers and it indicates his temporary success
against Visbnukundins. He died around 480A.D.
1.3.8: Nandapravanjanavarman (480 A.D-498 A.D)
Nandapravanjanavarman succeeded Prabhanjanavarman. But his relationship with the
latter is not known. He was the last Mathara king and during his time, the political status
of the Matharas relapsed to that of the time of Visakhavarrnan and the early years of
king Urnavarrnan. King Nandapravanjanavarman made Vardhamanapura his
headquarters which was the headquarters of king Urnavarman in, his ninth regnal year.
But despite the political decline Prabhanjhanavarrnan continued to bear the title "Sakala
Kalingadhipati" which was assumed by his successor Nanda Pravanjanavarman. During
the close of his reign, the Eastern Gangas appeared in the Trikalinga territory and
extended their power over the Kalinga region. Ratnapura, the famous city of Kalinga
was declared to be the capital of the Eastern Gangas. The Ganga era was founded in 498
AD. heralded the political change signifying the rise of the Eastern Gangas and the fall
of the Matharas. Thus, the Matharas ruled for one hundred and fifty years. Politically
independent of the Gupta suzerainty, the Mathara monarchs styled themselves as
Maharajas, and Lords of Kalinga (Kalingadhipati). Their rule provided a sound
administrative setup to the Kalinga region. They divided their kingdom into such
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur
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territorial units as Panchali, Bhoga and Vishava. Their inscriptions mention some
territorial units, such as Mahendrabhoga, Dantayavagubhoga, Bhillingabhoga, Vishaya,
Kalinga Vishaya and Varahavarttini Vishaya. The village was the lowest territorial unit.
The Mathara king was assisted by several civil and military officials, such Amatya
(minister), Kumara-Amatya (minister of royal blood), talavara. (revenue offIcial),
ueshaksapatla (record keeper), Mahapratihara (chamberlain), Ajna Bhogika (messenger),
Dutata (spy), Mahavaladhikrita (head of the army), Mahadanda nayak (chief
commander), Dandanayaka (commander) and Dandaneta (commander of a group).
Culturally, the Matharas subscribed to the general trend of the time in north India. The
Mathara period saw the development of such Brahmanical cults in Orissa as Bhagavata
and Saiva. The Matharas patronised Sanskrit literature. The pre-Mathara period in
Orissa had seen the dominance of the non-Brahmanical religions like Jainism and
Buddhism. But in Mathara period the Brahmanical religion gradually began to assume a
place of importance. During this period, the people of Kalinga were carrying on
maritime trade with south-east Asian countries. Dantapur (modern Palur), the great city
port, was situated in the territory of Matharas.
1.4: THE EARLY EASTERN GANGAS
The Gangas of Kalinga are known in history as the Eastern Gangas in the analogy of the
Gangas of Mysore who are known as the Western Gangas. According to the tradition
recorded in the early copper-plate grants of Chodaganga, the Eastern Gangas of Kalinga
were a branch of the ruling Western Ganga family of Mysore. Kamarnava the founder of
the Eastern Ganga dynasty is said to have migrated to Kalinga with his four brothers
from Kolahalapura in Gangabadivishaya (of Mysore) leaving his ancestral kingdom to
his paternal uncle. He came to the Mahendragiri where he worshipped Gokarneswara
Siva and then occupied the Kalinga country after defeating the Savara Chief named
Baladitya, It is not possible to say how far the tradition is based on history.
1.4.1 Indravarman I (537 A.D.)
The first historical ruler of the Eastern Ganga dynasty known from the reliable record is
Indravarman I whose Jirjingi copperplate grant was issued in the Ganga year 39, i.e.,
537 A.D. He is known to be a powerful ruler having a large number of vassal chiefs
under him and his capital was located at Dantapura. Indravarman is identified with king
Adhiraja Indra who mounting on his elephant Supratika defeated the Vishnukundin king
Indrabhattaraka who fought on his elephant Kumuda. King lndravarman was also the
lord of Trikalinga. He was the first great ruler of the Ganga dynasty and started the
Ganga era the initial year of which is 498 A.D. This is very likely the year in which he
occupied the Ganga throne.
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1.4.2: Samantavarman(562 A.D)
The next king in the line was Samantavarman who issued his grant in the year 64 (562
A.D) from Saumyavana which was called the abode of the goddess of Victory. Like his
predecessor, Samantvarman assumed the title of Trikalingadhipati.
1.4.3: Hastivarman(577 A.D.)
Samantvarman was succeeded by king Hastivarman sometime before the year 79 (577
A.D.). This king is known to have fought many battles and he claims to have crushed a
mighty confederacy of his enemies. He did not call himself the Lord of Trikalinga but
declared himself as the Lord of all Kalingas (Sakala Kalinga. From his time onward till
the time of Vajrahasta V (who came to the throne in 1038 AD.) no Ganga ruler called
himself Trikalingadhipati. 58 Hastivarman was also known as Rajasimha alias
Ranabhita. He was a devotee of Narayana and his Narsimhapali charter (year 79)
registers grant of six halas of land along with four shrines (niresana) and a free fooding
establishment in honour of god Narayan, the Lord of Seven worlds who sleeps on seven
oceans and for whose pleasure seven Sama songs are being sung. Hastivarman
transferred his capital from Dantapura to Kalinganagaraon the River Vamsadhara.
1.4.4: Indravarman II(589 AD.)
He was succeeded by his son Indravarman II who ruled at least up to the year 91 (589
AD.) the date of issue of his ParJakimedi plates.
1.4.5: Indravarman III (626 AD.)
The next king was Indravarman III who came to the throne sometime before the year
128 (626 AD.). He was the son of Danarnava about whom we do not know much.
Indravarman III issued his first Chicacole grant in 626 A.D. On the occasion of a lunar
eclipse on the full moon day of Margasira. His second Chicacole grant was issued in the
year 138 (636 A.D.) on the occasion of Ratha saptami in the month of Magha indicating
that Sun worship was popular in the kingdom of Gangas. In this charter, he claims to
have acquired proficiency in various sciences and arts. His last record the Tekkli grant is
dated in the year 154.
1.4.6: Devendravarman-I(681 AD.)
The earliest record of the next known king Devendravarman-I is dated in the year 183
(681 AD.). Dcvendravarman was the son of Gunarnava about whom nothing is known
from any record. King Devendravarman was a devout Saiva and in the year 184 he had
Mantra-diksha from Patanga Sivacharya who was learned in Vedas and Vedangas,
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Itihasa and Puranas. He also patronised Brahmachari Pill and his sister Pillika Svamini,
who were well versed in Vedas and Vedangas.
1.4.7: Anantavarman I(702 AD.)
He was succeeded by his son Anantavarman I who came to the throne sometime before
the year 204 (702 AD.), the date of his Dharmilingeswar grant which was issued on the
occasion of the marriage of a girl of the royal family.
1.4.8: Devendravarman(752 AD.)
After, Anantavarman-1 his two sons Nandavarrnan and Devendravarman-II became
kings of Kalinga one after the other. Nandavarman came to the throne sometime before
the year 221 and Devendravarman-ll sometime before the year 251. DevendravarmanII's last known date is the year 254 (752 AD.) after which we do not find any record of
the family for about half a century.
1.4.9: Anantavarrnan II
The next important ruler of the family is Anantavarrnan II the son of Rajendravarman I.
No grant of Rajendravarman I has come to light and as such he remains in obscurity like
Danarnava and Gunarnava the fathers of Indravarman III and Devendravarman I
respectively. Anantavarman II issued the Almanda grant in the year 304 (802 A.D.) on
the occasion of a solar eclipse when a tank was consecrated and made open to the
public. He was succeeded sometime before the year 306 by his brother Devendravannan
III, another son of Rajendravarman I. The last known date of this king is the year 310
when he donated the village Niyina free of all taxes to a Brahmin poet who was the son
of the doorkeeper of his palace.
1.4.10: Anantavarman III
He was succeeded by his son Anantavarman III and after him, two of his sons
Rajendravarman II and Devendravarman IV became kings one after the other. One
Chicacole grant of king Devendravarman IV is dated in the year 351(849 AD.) and
another Chicacole grant of his son Satyavarman is also dated in the same year 351.
1.4.11: Other Rulers of Eastern Gangas
Devendravarman was succeeded by his son Satyavarman who claims to have acquired
supremacy over the whole of Kalinga by the edge of his sword. After Satyavarrnan his
brother Anantavarman IV (another son of Devendravarman 1V) came to the throne. He
is known for his Tekkali grant dated in the year 358 (865 A.D.). He was popularly called
Vajrahasta I. The next Ganga king was Maharaja Bhupendra-varman alias Narasimha,
two of whose sons Anantavannan V and Devendravarman V ruled one after the other.
The Chipurupalli grant of Anantavarman V is dated in the year 383 (881 A.D.). In this
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charter, Anantavarman has given the epithet Maharajadhiraja and he is also called Sri
Vajrahastadeva. He was succeeded by his brother Devendravarman V sometime before
the year 397 (895 AD.) the date of issue of the Chidivalasa grant. From the above
discussion, we find the following genealogy of the first group of the Eastern Ganga
kings of Kalinga. The Ganga years found in the respective charters of these kings are
mentioned below against each of them :
1. Indravarman
2. Sartlantavarman
3. Hastivarman (also called Rajasimha and Ranabhita)
4. Indravarman II (Rajasimha)
5. Danarnava
6. lndravarrnan II(son of No. 5) . Gunarnava
8. Devendravarman 1. (son of No. 7)
9. Anantavarman I(son of No. 8)
10. Nandavarman (son of No.9)
11. Devendravarrnan II(son of No.9)
12. Rajendravarman I
13. Anantavarman II (son of No. 12)
14. Devandravarman Ill (son of No. 12)
l5. Anatavarman II1 (son oCNo. 14)
16. Rajendrvarman II (son of No 15)
17. Devendravarman IV (son of No. 16)
18. Satyavarman (son ofNo.17)
19. Anantavarrnan IV also called Vajri ofVajrahasta I(son of No.17)
20. Bhupendravarman (Marasimha)
21. Anantavarman V also called Vajrabasta II (son of No. 20)
22. Devendravarman V (son of No. 20)
The account of the second group of the Eastern Ganga kings is found from the charters
issued by Vajrahasta V. Altogether seven copper plate grants of this king have come to
Light and these grants present an identical genealogy of this group of Ganga kings with
a number or reigning years of each of them. The genealogy is given below:
1. Gunarnaharnava
2. Vajrasta III (son of No. 1)
3.Gundarna 1 (son of No. 2)
4. Kamarnava I(son of No. 2)
5. Vinayaditya (son of No.2)
6. Vajrahasta IV also called Aniyankabhima (Anangabhima l)
7. KamarnavaJI(sonofNo.6)
8. Gundarna II (son of No.6)
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9. Madhukamarnva (son of No.6)
10. Vajrahasia V - (was crowned in C.E. 960) (son of No.7)
All these Ganga kings ruled over a narrowly circumscribed region which they called
Kalinga. They were hemmed by the Eastern Chalukyas in the south and by the
Sailodbhavas in the north. About the middle of the eighth century A.D. king,
Harshadeva of Kamarupa claimed victory over them. At the beginning of the 9th century
A.D., the Pratihara king Nagabhata overran Kalinga and Andhra. About the middle of
the 9th century, the Eastern Gangas were for some time under the Bhaurna Karas and the
Eastern Chalukyas claim supremacy over Kalinga in the second half of that century. In
the later part of the 10th century A.D., the Eastern Gangas were for some time under the
supremacy of the Somavamsis and lndraratha was the governor of Kalinga before he
was crowned king at Yayatinagara about 1000 A.D.The Somavamsi supremacy over the
Eastern Gangas was brought to an end by Vajrahasta V who came to the throne of
Kalinga in 1038 A.D. and made that territory independent and powerful. Not
withstanding various fluctuations of their fortunes the Eastern Gangas continued to rule
over Kalinga with firmness and they stalled an era of their own which continued to be
used in their official charters for more than 500 years. Vajrahasta V discontinued the
Ganga era and started the use of the Saka era which was followed by all later Ganga
kings.
Thus, the political condition of Odisha underwent a great change during this period. The
Matharas ruled for one hundred and fifty years. Politically independent of the Gupta
suzerainty, the Mathara monarchs styled themselves as Maharajas, and Lords of Kalinga
(Kalingadhipati). Their rule provided a sound administrative setup to the Kalinga region.
The Sailodbhavas ruled over Kongoda for nearly about 200 years. During their period,
Brahmanism arose as a great religion over Kongoda. The dynasty faced great upheavals
from external enemies and withstood those aggressions. On the other hand, the early
Eastern Gangas ruled for more than five hundred years. At last, the Bhauma-Karas
brought an end to the Sailodbhava dynasty.
1.5: THE SAILODBHAVAS
Towards the middle of the sixth century A.D. and more obviously at the advent of the
seventh century A.D., the obscure political scene of Odisha became clear to some extent.
In the political scenario of Odisha, the Sailodbhavas emerged as a mighty power
extending their sway from the Mahanadi in the north to Mahendragiri in the south. They
ruled over Kongoda Mandala, roughly comprising the undivided Ganjam and Puri
districts. The centre of their political activities was Kongodavasaka which was, perhaps,
on the bank of river Salia in the Ganjam district. The Ekamra Purana Kapila Samhita,
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Svarnadri Mahodaya and Hiuen Tsang's Si-yu-ki help a lot in constructing the history of
the Sailodbhavas. The Sumandala plate, Kanasa copper plate grant, Soro charter,
Chicacole plates, Khurda grant, Tekkali charter, Ganjam plates etc. form the
inscriptional sources for the dynasty.
1.5.1: Origin of the Sailodbhavas
The origin of the Sailodbhavas is shrouded in mystery. The Sailodbhava inscriptions
state that once upon a time when anarchy prevailed over Kalinga, an aboriginal chief
named Pulindasena worshipped Lord Brahma (Svayambhu) to save the country by
providing it with a strong ruler. The Lord was pleased and created an able-bodied person
named Sailodbhava, who became the founder of the dynasty. The name Sailodbhava
literary means 'born out of rocks'. Coming to the historical analysis of the origin of the
Sailodbhavas, scholars opine that Sailodhbavas were either a branch of the Ganga family
or Saila dynasty of Madhya Pradesh. Both these opinions do not seem plausible.
Pulindasena may be regarded as the chieftain of the Pulindas. The Pulindas may be
identified with Kulindas of the Rock Edict XIII of Asoka who were a tribe of the
Atavika Rajya which was a part of Kalinga and was not conquered by Asoka.
Varahamihira's Brihat Samhita is a pointer in this direction because he associates the
Pulindas with the Sailajas inhabiting the rocky region of Kalinga. Perhaps, Pulindasena
was instrumental in helping Sailodbhava of the Sailaja tribe in establishing the dynasty
after his name .and the territory, over which its rulers ruled, was known as Kongoda
mandala. Abhaya of the Sumandala plate, whose descendent was Dharmaraja, may be
identified with Sailodbhava, the founder of the dynasty.
1.5.2: Dharmaraja I Ranabhita (553-575 A. D.)
From the Sumandala charter dated Gupta era 250 (570 A.D.), it is known that
Dharmaraja I have otherwise known as Ranabhita was the first known historical ruler of
the Sailodbhaba dynasty. He was not an Independent ruler, rather, a feudatory under the
Vigraha ruler Prithivivigraha of Kalinga. It is apparent that towards the close of the sixth
century A.D., the Vigrahas had become powerful and the Sailodbhavas acknowledged
their suzerainty. Dharmaraja I was, perhaps, the devotee of Sun God as in the
Sumandala Charter, it is mentioned that he devoted at the feet of the thousand-rayed sun
(Sahasrarasmi padabhakta).
1.5.3: Madhavaraja I Sainyabhlta I( 575- 600 A. D.)
Madhavaraja succeeded Dharmaraja I to the throne of Kongoda. He was a feudatory of
the Vigrahas as is revealed from the Kanasa copper plate grant of Gupta era 280 (600
A.D.) wherein he has been described as a Mahasamanta under Lokavigraha. This fact
has been corroborated in the Ganjam grant of his grandson Madhavaraja II. Thus, the
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two early rulers of this dynasty were not independent rather they acknowledged the
suzerainty of the Vigrahas of Kalinga.
1.5.4: Chharamparaja Ayasobhita I (600-615 A.D.)
With Chharamparaja Ayasobhita I, a new phase began in the history of the
Sailodbhavas. In the struggle between the Vigrahas and Mudgalas for supremacy over
Tosali, Ayasobhita I fished in that troubled water and became independent of the
Vigraha rule. From Eradanga Charter (555 A.D.) and the Soro Charter (580 A.D.), it is
known that the Mudgala King Sambhuyasa became powerful over Tosali and wanted to
subjugate Kalinga. His dream was shattered into pieces when he was defeated by
Lokavigraha. About 603 A. D. Sambhuyasa avenged the defeat by driving out
Lokavigraha from South Tosali. Immediately, after the assertion of his power over South
Tosali, he was defeated by Prithvimaharaja, the King of Pistapura and thus, ended the
Mudgala rule over Tosali. At the advent of the seventh century A., D. Prithvimaharaja
encountered the attack of Sasanka of Gauda from the north who occupied the Northen
Tosali. At about the same time, Pulakesin II established his sway over Pistapura. At this
juncture, Ayasobhita I asserted his independence over Kongoda. For the first time, he
named his capital Vijaya Kangodavasaka. From the Khandipada Nuapali grant, it is
known that he was an independent ruler and was assisted by a number of officers like Sri
Samanta, Maha Samanta, Maharaja Rajanaka, Rajaputra, Dandanayaka, Kumaramatya,
Uparika and Ayuktaka. The creation of new capital and different officers including
feudatories clearly show that he was an independent and sovereign ruler. He was a
devotee to Lord Siva (Hara) and patronised Saivism as is revealed from his Nuapali
grant. Perhaps, towards the close of his reign or his success of Madhavaraja II, Kongoda
came under the sway of Sasanka of Gauda.
1.5.5: Madhavaraja II Sainyabhita II ( 615 - 665 A.D.)
The lost glory of the Sailodbhava dynasty was restored and firmly established by
Madhavaraja II Sainyabhita II, the son and successor of Charamparaja. He ruled over
Kongoda Mandala under different circumstances at least for fifty years as a feudatory
and independent ruler exhibiting his diplomatic genius. In his Ganjarn grant dated 620
AD., he has been described as the Mahasamanta of Sasanka. In the Khurda Charter of
Madhavaraja, he is described as the Lord of the entire Kalinga. This shows that around
626 A.D., with the fall of Sasanka, Madhvaraja II asserted his Independence and
grabbed the entire Kalinga assuming the title Sakala-Kalingadhipati. The Gangas, who
had been driven away from Kalinga by Sasanka, now gained momentum and with the
help of the Western Chalukyas reasserted their sway over Kalinga. This fact has been
asserted from the Chicacole plates of the Ganga ruler Indravarman III. At this juncture,
Madhavaraja II thought it prudent to acknowledge the suzerainty of the Gangas which
has been corroborated by the subsequent Charters. After the issue of the Khurda Charter,
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he never, mentions himself as the 'Lord of Kalinga'. Right from 628 A.D. Madhavaraja
“became conspicuously famous as Madhavavarman, revealed from the Buguda and
Purusottampur Charters. Further, his kingdom was known as the Kongoda mandala. In
the struggle for mastery over South India between' Harsavardhan and Pulakeshin II,
Madhavavarman remained silent and maintained his independent status as a buffer state.
With the death of Pulakesin II in 642 AD., Harsavardhan conquered Kongoda and
Madhavavarman had no alternative but to accept the suzerainty of Harsa. Again, with
the demise of Harsavardhan in 647 A.D., Madhavavarman became the independent
sovereign of the Kongoda mandala. After the fiftieth regnal year i.e. C-665 AD. nothing
is known about him. The way Madhavaraja II tackled the turbulent situation
encompassing Kongoda testifies to his genius as a shrewd diplomat. He not only saved
the nascent Sailodbhava kingdom from the wrath of the great rulers like Sasanka,
Pulakesin II and Harsa but also became successful in maintaining the sovereignty and
strength of the empire.
1.5.6: Madhyamaraja I Ayasobhita II (665-695 A.D.)
Madhavaraja was succeeded by Madhyamaraja I Ayasobhita II, His Parikuda Charter
describes him as a mystic person who can establish a link with departed souls. He was
so strong that he could run easily with able-bodied persons standing on his soldiers. He
was a patron of Brahmanism as the above-mentioned charter records the grant of a
village in Katakabhukti Visaya in favour of twelve Brahmanas. Further, he performed
Vedic sacrifices like Asvamedha and Vajapeya. After a glorious reign of thirty years, he
breathed his last in C - 695 A.D.
1.5.7: Dharmaraja II Srimanabhita (C-695 - 725 A.D.)
With the passing away of Ayasovita II, a war of succession took place between his two
sons- Dharmaraja II and Madhavaraja. Madhavaraja, the younger son of Ayasobhita II
usurped the throne of Kongoda violating the law of primogeniture and tried to drive
away Dharmaraja from the Kingdom. However, Dharmaraja in retrospect secured the
support of some powerful officers and feudatories and defeated his younger brother,
Madhavaraja. The latter left Kongoda and allied with Tivaradeva, the ruler of South
Kosala who wished to help Madhava by extending his sway to Kongoda. However,
contrary to his expectation, of the combined army Tivaradeva and Madhavaraja was
defeated by Dharmaraja. After that, Dharmaraja II firmly established his authority over
Kongoda. It is known that he was a great builder of towns as revealed from his Banapur,
Puri, Rampur, Nivina, Chandesvara and Kondeddle charters. The Kama Nalinakshapura
grant of Ganga King Samantavarman, mentions a high road named Dharmaraja
Kalingamarga which was perhaps, built by Dharmaraja II. Dharmaraja II was a saintly
king. He had love and adoration for religion and philosophy. He performed the Vedic
sacrifices and patronised Brahmin scholars. He was famous for his religious toleration. It
Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

13

is known from his Banpur grant that his queen Kalyanadevi granted lands in favour of a
Jaina monk Prabodha Chandra. This shows her religious catholicity.
1.5.8: Decline of the Sailodbhavas
Dharmaraja II was succeeded by his son Madhyamaraja II as is known from Tekkali
Charter of Madhyamaraja III, the last known ruler of the dynasty. Madhyamaraja II was
a young ruler and brave warrior. Perhaps, after his death, Sailodbhavas were driven
away from Kongoda by the Bhaumakaras of Tosali around 736 A.D. Allaparaja, who
succeeded Madhyamaraja, was sheltered by the Gangas of Kalinga. He ruled over
Tekkali region as a feudatory of the Gangas. He was succeeded by grandson
Madhyamaraja III, because his own Tailapa met a premature death. After Madhyamaraja
II, no information is gathered regarding the Sailodbhavas. Whatever the fact may be, the
Sailodbhavas ruled over Kongoda for nearly about 200 years. During their period,
Brahmanism arose as a great religion over Kongoda. The dynasty faced great upheavals
from external enemies and withstood those aggressions. At last, the Bhauma-Karas
brought eclipse to the Sailodbhava dynasty.
To conclude it can be said that the Sailodbhava rule cannot be considered to be of much
importance from the political point of view. They were feudatories, ruling over a small
territory and asserted their independence at opportune moments. Their historical
significance lies in the fact that from then onwards we get a regular dynastic history of
Odisha. The Sailodbhava period was a period of creativity in Odishan art and
architecture. Several Saiva temples like Parsurameswar, Bharteswar, Laxmaneswar,
Satrughnesvar, svarnajaleswar etc. can be assigned to the Sailodbhava period.
1.6: LET US SUM UP
After Samundragupta's invasion, many local dynasties rose to prominence in Odisha.
The history of Kalinga region underwent great change about the middle of the fourth
century AD. after the South India campaign of Sarnudragupta. The political situation of
the period contributed to the rise of a new ruling dynasty named Mathara. About the
middle of the fourth century, Vishakha Varman of the Mathara family succeeded in
organising a small principality in Kalinga region with its headquarters at Sripura
identified with the modern village Batiasripua near Paralakhemundi in Ganjam district.
Maharaja Visakhavannan was succeeded by Umavarman who was very likely his son.
Maharja Saktivarman was an ambitious and warlike ruler and succeeded in unifying the
Northern and Southern Kalinga. The Matharas ruled for one hundred and fifty years.
Politically independent of the Gupta suzerainty, the Mathara monarchs styled
themselves as Maharajas, and Lords of Kalinga (Kalingadhipati). Their rule provided a
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sound administrative setup to the Kalinga region. In the political scenario of Odisha, the
Sailodbhavas emerged as a mighty power extending their sway from the Mahanadi in
the north to Mahendragiri in the south. They ruled over Kongoda Mandala, roughly
comprising the undivided Ganjam and Puri districts. The Ekamra Purana. Kapila
Samhita, Svarnadri Mahodaya and Hiuen Tsang's Si-yu-ki help a lot in constructing the
history of the Sailodbhavas. The origin of the Sailodbhavas is shrouded in mystery.
The Sailodbhava rule cannot be considered to be of much importance from the political
point of view. They were feudatories, ruling over a small territory and asserted their
independence at opportune moments. Their historical significance lies in the fact that
from then onwards we get a regular dynastic history of Odisha. The Gangas of Kalinga
are known in history as the Eastern Gangas in the analogy of the Gangas of Mysore who
are known as the Western Gangas. The first historical ruler of the Eastern Ganga
dynasty known from the reliable record is Indravarman I whose Jirjingi copperplate
grant was issued in the Ganga year 39, i.e., 537 A.D. All these Ganga kings ruled over a
narrowly circumscribed region which they called Kalinga. They were hemmed by the
Eastern Chalukyas in the south and by the Sailodbhavas in the north. About the middle
of the eighth century A.D. king, Harshadeva of Kamarupa claimed victory over them.
At the beginning of the 9th century A.D., the Pratihara king Nagabhata overran Kalinga
and Andhra. About the middle of the 9th century, the Eastern Gangas were for some
time under the Bhaurna Karas and the Eastern Chalukyas claim supremacy over Kalinga
in the second half of that century. Thus, the political condition of Odisha underwent a
great change during this period. The Mathias ruled for one hundred and fifty years. The
Sailodbhavas ruled over Kongoda for nearly about 200 years. During their period,
Brahmanism arose as a great religion over Kongoda. On the other hand, the early
Eastern Gangas ruled for more than five hundred years. At last, the Bhauma-Karas
brought an end to the Sailodbhava dynasty.

1.7: EXERCISE
1. Write a note on the rise of the local dynasties after Samudragupta’s invasion.
2. Give an account on the rulers of Mathara dynasty.
3. Analyze the kings of Sailodbhava dynasty.
4. Write a note on the achievements of early Eastern Ganga kings.
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2.1: LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Abundant work has been done to throw light on the history of ancient Odisha, but few
have either been written on the history of the Bhauma-Karas. After studying This unit
the learners will be able to:
 Evaluate the contribution and triumphs of the Bhaumakaras.
 Understand the chronology of the Bhaumakaras.
 Comprehend the foundation of the Bhaumakaras.
 Discuss the administration of the Bhaumakars.
 Evaluate the religion and culture under the Bhaumakaras.
2.2: INTRODUCTION
The Bhaumakara was a ruling dynasty of Odisha, a state in the Southeastern part of the
Indian Union. All the male members of the dynasty excepting the first two, alternate
bore the names of Sivakara, Subhakara, and Santikara and it is for this reason that they
are also designated as Bhaumakaras. In the first, half, of the eighth century C.E., a
dynasty called Bhauma or Kara (Sometimes known as Bhaumakara) established its rule
over the coastal belt of Odisha. The capital of this dynasty, called Guhadevapataka or
Guhesvarapataka was located near the modern Jajpur town of the Jajpur district.
2.3: SOURCES OF THE STUDY
The Epigraphic records of the Bhauma-Karas can be classified into two groups, viz.
copper plate grants, and stone inscriptions. The earlier recorded donations by different
rulers were engraved on a single copper plate in the Sanskrit language. The
interpretation based on epigraphical records gets us a notion about the General history,
Chronology, Administration, Religion as well as the Social Condition of Odisha during
the Bhaumakaras. Besides, the inscriptions and grants of the rulers of this dynasty like
Neulpur plate, Ganeshgumpha inscription, Dhauli cave inscription, Terundia, Dharakote,
Dhenkanal, Talcher, Ambagaon, Angul, Talatalia, and several other plates throw much
light on the politico-economic and religious history of this dynasty. The copper plate
inscriptions are dated in an era, was supposed to be started by the Bhaumakara rulers in
A.D. 736. The stone inscriptions are found engraved on images, temples and caves
provide us prominent information about the Bhaumakara history.
The period saw the growth of literature and the prime literary source for reconstructing
the history of the Bhaumakaras are the Vishnu Purana, Brahmanda Purana, Harivamsa
Purana, Dathavamsa, Gandavyuha, and Hudud-al-Alam, etc. The Gandavyuha that was,
presented by the Bhaumakara king to the Chinese monarch was written in Sanskrit.
Murari Misra, the author of the Anargha Raehava flourished in this age. Numerous
literary works on Tantra were also composed in Sanskrit in this period. The inscriptions
of the Bhaumakaras disclose the influence of Bana’s Harsacharita and Kadambari. The
age was, not only a stirring time for Sanskrit literature but also a formative epoch for the
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growth of Odia literature. Even in inscriptions composed in Sanskrit we, stumble across
typical Oriya words such as lota, gohiri, khata, kheta, villa, nalla etc. Scale Sanskrit
words have been found in inscriptions written after Odia pronunciation as it is today. For
example, Prthyi, Lavana, Pausa, Vaharspatya, Asvattha have been written as Pruthi,
Lona, Pusya, Varihaspatya, and Usvattha respectively. The Visnu Purana gives a passing
reference to the Bhaumas, whereas the Vayu Purana is silent on the same.
2.4: ORIGIN AND CHRONOLOGY OF THE BHAUMAKARAS
A dynasty called Bhauma or Kar (also known as Bhaumakara) established its rule over
the coastal belt of Odisha in the first, half of the eighth century A.D. The capital of this
dynasty, called Guhadevapataka or Guhesvarapataka was situated near the present Jajpur
town of the Jajpur district. The scholars have not been able to settle convincingly the
foundation and chronology of Bhaumas. K.C. Panigrahi has outlined the origin of this
dynasty centred on the Pasupati temple inscription of Nepal. The inscription says that
Rajyamati, the queen of the Nepalese king Jayadeva, was the daughter of Harsavarman
who belonged to a royal family, called Bhagadatta and subjugated Gauda, Odra,
Kalinga, and Kosala. Since the Bhaumas of Odisha claim their descent from Bhagadatta,
KC. Panigrahi determines that Bhaumas of Odisha and Harsavarman, the ruler of
Assam, belong to Bhagadatta. He presumes that Harsavarman, after his conquest of
Odra i.e., the coastal belt of Odisha, put in a member of his family as the governor of the
seized territory, who subsequently proved to be the founder of the independent dynasty
of Bhauma. As the disordered political situation prevailed in Bengal and Odisha during
the early part of the eighth century, such an invasion might likely have taken place. The
linguistic resemblance between Assamese and Odia languages supports the possibility of
interaction between the two regions in the early phase. Historians have also identified
artistic affinity between Odisha and Assam. The Ganga images of Dah Parvatiya in the
Tezpur district of Assam and Ratnagiri in the Jajpur district possess parallel
iconographic features. The geographical location of Odisha is such that immigration or
incursion into its territory could have taken place from three directions - north-east,
north-west, and south-west. The Bhaumas had come from the northeast. Subsequently,
the Somavamsis came from the north-west and the Gangas came from the south-west.
Some historians hold that Guhasiva, the Buddhist king of Kalinga, whose name has been
cited in the Ceylonese chronicle Dathavamsa might have been the founder of Bhauma
rule in Odisha. In the Vishnu Purana, there is the reference to the king, named Bhauma
Guha who was reigning over Kalinga, Mahisya (Midnapore), and Mahendra. Some
scholars presume that Bhauma Guha was the predecessor of the Bhaumas and that
Guhadeva Pataka, the Bhauma capital, was named after him. The Bhaumas, in their
inscriptions and copper plate grants, used a Samvat or era. As stated by K. C. Panigrahi,
the initial year of the Bhauma era corresponds to 736 A.D. of the Gregorian calendar.
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The genealogy of the Bhaumakara
Fig-01: Geneology of the Bhaumakaras
dynasty is a question to debate. There
were eighteen rulers in the Bhauma
family, but their particular liaison with
one another and their chronology are not
always clear. Some of the grants mention
only the surnames of kings and maintain
a complete stillness over their real names.
This has given an upsurge to a lot of
muddles. To estimate the chronology of
the Bhaumakara rulers is yet another
difficulty
for
historians.
The
Bhaumakaras copper plate grants are the
solitary evidence for the study of their
reign period, which bears dates in an
unspecified era that has given rise to
dispute among the historians. Who was
the founder of the "Bhauma dynasty?
Who initiated this new era? The Bhauma
records mention two ancestors of the
Bhauma rulers of Odisha. They were
Lakshmikaradeva and Kshemankaradeva.
According to some, Kshemankaradeva
initiated the new Bhauma era. According
to others, the Bhauma era begins with the
accession of Kshemankaradeva's son and
successor,
Sivakaradeva-I.
Kshemankaradeva
was
a
devout
Buddhist. Therefore, the Buddhist epithet 'Paramopasaka' has been applied to him in the
Bhauma epigraphic records. After due analysis, Biswarup Das has accepted the view of
S. N. Rajguru who fixes it in 736 A.D. and most of the scholars are convinced to accept
this view.
2.4.1: Kshemankaradeva
Kshemankaradeva was the founder of the Bhauma-Kara dynasty in Odisha. Before him,
anarchy had destroyed the social structure in this land. The Neulpur Charter of
Subhakaradeva-II reveals that Kshemankara established the traditional four-fold caste
system in the society. His blood and iron policy maintained law and order in the empire.
On the other hand, he showed his conciliatory policy towards his subjects to bring peace
and harmony to society. Kshemankaradeva took adequate steps to preserve the integrity
of his empire. From the Samangad inscription and the Dasavatara inscription, it becomes
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apparent that Rastrakuta ruler Dantidurga won victories over Kalinga and Kosala, but
did not venture to attack Odra and Utkala. This shows the heroism of Kshemankaradeva
who left no stone unturned in consolidating the Bhauma rule in Odisha.
2.4.2: Sivakaradeva-I (C-736-783 A.D.)
Kshemankaradeva was succeeded by his worthy son Sivakaradeva-I alias Unmattasimha
or Unmatta Kesari. He was a notable ruler who followed the principle of widespread
aggrandizement in the northeast and southwest. The Talcher plate of Sivakara-III
associates him with Poros who had fought against Alexander and his Macedonian
garrison. From the same plate, it is known that with his mighty army he marched to
southwest Bengal, crushed the ruler of Radha, and "took away in victory the daughter of
the king along with the latter's kingly fortune". That princess may be identified with
queen Jayavallidevi who is known from the Chaurasi plate of Sivakaradeva-II. From the
Talcher plate of Sivakara-III, it is inferred that during his period, the Bhauma army
conquered the entire Kalinga stretching from the river Vamsadhara to the Godavari
defeating the Ganga power. Further, his triumphant army went up to Kongoda and
Svetaka. The Ganjam grant of Jayavaramandeva of Svetaka reveals that the Svetaka
ruler donated the village Valarisranga in Varttini Visaya of Kongoda mandala to Bhatta
Nannata after procurement the necessary permission of Unmatta Kesari of Viraja
through Visavarnavadeva, who was possibly the governor of Kongoda. This fact
indicates that Jaya Varmandadeva was a vassal of Unmattakesari alias Sivakaradeva-I,
who was the overlord of Kongoda and Svetaka. Thus, Sivakaradeva-I extended his sway
to Kalinga, Kongoda, Svetaka, and Radha. Sivakara I was eager to maintain cultural
relations with countries outside Odisha. He sent a Buddhist work Gandavyuha as a
presentation to the Chinese emperor Te-tsong through Prajna, a Buddhist scholar who
was instructed to provide the emperor of China a translation of that work. This was a
pointer in the direction of Sino-Indian cultural relations. The long and glorious career of
Sivakara-I formed an important aspect of the political history of Eastern India. His name
will endure as of a ruler, who raised the dignity of his dynasty to a very high pitch. It
was during his reign that Odisha became a power to be reckoned with by her
neighbouring states and occupied a conspicuous place in the political arena of Eastern
India.
2.4.3: Subhakaradeva I (C-780-800 A.D.)
Subhakaradeva-I succeeded to his father Sivakaradeva-I who had passed down a vast
kingdom for his son. The Sanjan plate of Amoghavarsa says that Govinda
III(Rastrakuta) conquered Odraka along with Kosala, Kalinga, Vanga, and Dahala. This
detail finds a pale reference in the Hindol plate of Subhakara I which discloses that
"even though Subhakaradeva I was deserted by his militaries his glory was never
impaired by his adversaries and he was the best of men". Subhakaradeva I was
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recognised for his religious broadmindedness. Though he was a Buddhist ruler as is
apparent from the assumption of the title 'Parama Saugata', he granted Komparaka
village in Panchala Visaya and two villages of Dondaki and Yoka in Vabhyudayar
Visaya to 200 Brahmins. Further, his queen Madhavadevi erected Madhavesvara Siva
temple at Viraja and appointed a Saivacharya for the worship of God as is evident from
the Hamsesvara temple inscription of Jajpur.
2.4.4: Sivakaradeva II (C-800-820 A.D.)
An ignominious episode began in the history of the Bhaumakaras with the accession of
Sivakaradeva-II. During his period, the Palas attacked Odisha. The Badal Pillar
inscription of the time of Narayanapala reveals that "the Lord of Gauda (Devapala)
destroyed the race of the Utkalas'. Some scholars opine that he was defeated by
Devapala. This fact of the Badal Pillar inscription has been corroborated by the accounts
of Taranath which refers to the conquest of Utkala by Devapala. Sivakaradeva II stepped
down from the throne giving way to his younger brother Shantikaradeva I.
2.4.5: Shantikaradeva-I (C- 820-835 A.D.)
Shantikaradeva-I, who succeeded his elder brother, demonstrated to be a turning point in
the history of Bhauma. He tied a matrimonial alliance with the Western Ganga king
Rajamalla to reinforce the Bhauma power. With the help of the latter, Shantikaradeva-I
wreaked a devastating defeat upon the Palas. Under his leadership, Odisha soon arose as
an independent kingdom. This fact has been faintly corroborated by the Hindol plate of
Subhakaradeva-III. In this context, it can be stated that Tribhuvanamahadevi, whom
Pandit B. Mishra and D. C. Sircar attach with the Naga family is wrong, rather she
belonged to the Western Ganga family, as the historical analysis reveals. Shantikaradeva
I was an effective ruler and exercised tremendous control over his feudatories.
Conceivably, during his time, the Bhauma kingdom reached the pinnacle of celebrity.
2.4.6: Subhakaradeva II (C-835-.838 A.D.)
The reign period of Subhakaradeva-II is completely unfertile as nothing glorious had
been attained during his rule. The Terundia copper plate grant of him stated that he was
a Buddhist and he granted a village named Lavaganda in Sulantarakurbha Visaya in
South Tosali in favour of six Brahmins of Bharadvaja gotra.
2.4.7: Subhakaradeva III (C- 838-845 A.D.)
Subhakaradeva-II was succeeded by his cousin Subhakaradeva-III. He was known for
his Catholicity. By the request of Pulindraja, as Hindol Charter discloses, he erected the
temple of Pulindesvara at Yuvangulapatika and installed there a deity named
Vaidyanatha Bhattaraka. For the upkeep of this temple, he donated a village Naddilo in
the Kankavir Visaya of Northern Tosali. His generosity is also reflected in the Dharakot
plate that records the grant of the village Gundaja in the Jayantika Visaya of Kongoda
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mandala in favour of two Brahmins named Narayana and Devakantha of Maudgalya and
Kausika gotra respectively.

2.4.8: Tribhuvana Mahadevi-I (C- 845-850 A.D.)
The Bhauma political history entered into a glorious phase in the reign of the next
monarch, Tribhuvana mahadevi-I. As Subhakaradeva III died issueless, his mother, the
widowed queen of Shantikaradeva I assumed the imperial title 'Tribhuvana Mahadevi'
and ascended the throne. The Talcher plate of Subhakara IV says “She took upon the
burden (of administration) of the entire kingdom and shone like Sesa, holding up the
entire earth on her hoods." The accession of a queen to the throne was unprecedented in
the political history of Odisha. She likely had to face a rebellion, which she suppressed
with an iron hand. A faint echo of it is preserved in her record in which she has been
credited to have "ascended the throne-like Ktyayini" Her Dhenkanal plate has associated
full imperial epithets with her name and states that "her person was adorned with
hundreds of auspicious signs of a lord of the world." The contemporary Arab and
Persian geographers also bestow lavish praises on her power and prestige. She
maintained an effective hold over her vassals who exhibited her "devoted loyalty". She
gave an efficient administration to her subjects by appointing officers "of pure character
and clean hands." She took a keen interest in the administration and "loved the statecraft and her son very much". Like her illustrious predecessors, she was "magnanimity
incarnate" and "delighted the people with light taxation just as the moon delights the
people with soft ray . The Talcher plate of Subhakara IV pays glorious tribute to her in
the following words "During her rule, the country advanced in three branches (of
administration), the foes were extirpated, the glory spread abroad, and there was
harmony among the people." Her Dhenkanal charter points out that the stability and
prosperity of the kingdom remained, unimpaired in her time. Tribhuvana mahadevi-I
was succeeded by Santikara-III.
2.4.9: Shantikaradeva II (C-850-865 A.D.)
Shantikaradeva-II succeeded Tribhuvana Mahadevi-I. Though Shantikaradeva II has no
inscription, accessible till now, still he has been referred to in the records of his heirs.
From those records, it is known that he was also recognised as "Lonabhara" or
"Lavanabhara I" and "Gayada II". His queen was Hira Mahadevi, in the records of her
son Subhakaradeva IV, she is known as 'Maharajadhiraja Paramesvari'. This suggests
that she took up the reign of administration for a short time after the death of her
husband when her son was minor.
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2.4.10: Subhakaradeva IV (C- 865-882 A.D.)
Shantikaradeva II was succeeded by his firstborn son Subhakaradeva-IV. As revealed
from the charters Subhakaradeva-IV showed marks of promise since his childhood. He
investigated deep into the inner meaning of the sacred hymns narrated in the Sastras
when he was not even a youth. However, during his regime, the Bhauma-Kara Kingdom
had to bear the brunt of the Somavamsi aggression. By that time Janmejaya I, the
Somavamsi ruler invaded the Bhauma Kingdom, and Ranabhanjadeva, the feudatory of
the Bhaumas in Khinjali mandala had to cross swords with the mighty ruler of the
Somavamsi dynasty. The ultimate death of Ranabhanja led Janmejaya I to annex the
Khinjali mandala to the Somavamsi Kingdom. Thus, this was the first signal of the
decline of the Bhauma-Kara power. Anyway, Janmejaya-I tiled a marital association
with the Bhaumas by giving his daughter Prithivi Mahadevi to Subhakaradeva-IV. This
was another blunder of the Bhaumas and was largely responsible for contributing a lot to
the extinction of the Bhauma authority. As envisaged, Subhakaradeva IV was a frail
ruler though he possessed many good qualities.
2.4.11: Sivakaradeva III (C- 882-890 A.D.)
Subhakaradeva-IV died without a legal heir, hence was succeeded by his brother
Sivakaradeva-II. From his records, where he was mentioned as 'Paramamahesvara' and
'Paramabhattaraka' shows that he was devout of Saivism. However, he was also a patron
of Buddhism. This fact has been appeared by his two Talcher charters which display the
grant of two villages viz., Kami in the Purvarastra Visaya and Surdhipura in the
Madhyama-Khanda Visaya in favour of the 'Buddha Bhattaraka' whose temple has been
built by Ambubhattaraka.
2.4.12: Prithivi Mahadevi/ Tribhuvana Mahadevi II (C-890-896 A.D.)
Subsequently, Sivakaradeva III, Prithivi Mahadevi also known as Tribhuvana
Mahadevi-II soared to power. Perhaps, this occurred due to the intervention of her father
Janamejaya I. In the Brahmesvara inscription of the period of Somavamsi King
Udyotakesari Mahabhavagupta, it is stated that Janmejaya "drew to himself the fortune
of the King of Odra country, who was executed by his Kunta in a battle". This fact along
with the description of his qualities in Tribhuvana Mahadevi's charters together establish
the fact that Janmejaya-I was instrumental in placing Prithivi Mahadevi on the throne of
the BhaumaKaras.
2.4.13: Tribhuvana Mahadevi-III (C-896-905 A.D.)
Tribhuvana Mahadevi-III was the daughter of Rajamalla of the South, probably of the
western Ganga dynasty. She issued the Dhenkanal plate in the year 160(AD896). The
Dhenkanal Charter records the grant of village Kontaspara in Olasrama-visaya in favour
of Bhatta Jagaddhar who was probably an astrologer to bring down rains to prevent the
calamity of drought. Tribhuvana Mahadevi-III, like her predecessor Prithivi Mahadevi,
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assumed the imperial title Parama-Bhattarika Maharajadhiraja Parameswari. She,
reigned for a brief period of nine years.
2.4.14: Shantikaradeva-III and Subhakaradeva-V (C- 905-910 A.D.)
Shantikaradeva-III and Subhakaradeva were the sons of Tribhubana Mahadevi-III who
succeeded her one after another. Their reign period was quite monotonous. However,
peace and tranquillity triumphed over the Bhauma kingdom. Regarding ShantikaradevaIII, the Angul plate of Dharma Mahadevi states that he "lived happily, as fearless he
was, after the extirpation of all challengers." Likewise, concerning Subhakaradeva V,
the Kumurang plate of Dandi Mahadevi states that he was "the sole repository of all
kinds of prosperity". However, nothing concrete is known about his activity.
2.5: CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. According to the Neulpur Charter of Subhakaradeva-II which Baumakara ruler
established the four-fold caste system in the society?
2. Sivakaradeva was also known as ________.
3. Who was the first women ruler of the Bhaumakara dynasty?
4. Prithivi Mahadevi Was also known as_______.
5. What is the title assumed by Tribhuvana Mahadevi-III?

2.6: OTHER FEMALE RULERS OF THE BHAUMAKARA DYNASTY
After the last male ruler of the Bhaumakara dynasty Subhakaradeva-V, four female
rulers occupied the Bhauma command in succession.
2.6.1: Gauri Mahadevi
First among them was Gauri Mahadevi, the queen of Subhakaradeva-V. However, no
efficient sources of her time are available. Nevertheless, She was able to preserve the
law and order inside the kingdom. Praising her, the Kumurang plate of Dandi Mahadevi
states “..... At her lotus-like feet was prostrate the entire population (of the kingdom)"
2.6.2: Dandi Mahadevi
Gauri Mahadevi was succeeded by her daughter Dandi Mahadevi. She distributed a
large number of donations like the Kumurang grant. Santarigrama grant, Arual grant,
Ambagan grant and two Ganjam grants. She not only possessed grace and charm but
successfully maintained her authority over the entire Bhauma kingdom. More
importantly, she secured the borders of the Bhauma-kara dynasty from the "tough and
antagonistic kings, humbled by her ability". In her records, she assumed imperial titles
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like 'Paramamahesvari' 'Paramabhattarika' and 'Maharajadhiraja Paramesvari'. This
indicates that she was a powerful ruler.
2.6.3: Vakula Mahadevi
Following the early death of Dandi Mahadevi, Vakula Mahadevi who belonged to the
Bhanja family flourished to the throne. 'very little information is known about this ruler
excluding the donation of a village in Uttara Tosali. One thing becomes clear that the
Bhanjas now marked their entry into the internal administration of the Bhaumakaras.

2.6.4: Dharma Mahadevi
Dharma Mahadevi, was the wife of Shantikaradeva-III succeeded Dandi Mahadevi. She
dispensed two charters, the Angul charter, and Taltali charter. In the second charter, she
has been described as 'Paramabhattarika Maharajadhiraja Paramesvari'. However,
being a Bhanja princess, the admittance of the Bhanjas in the internal affairs of the
Bhaumakara dynasty had become as clear as air.
2.7: SOCIETY DURING BHAUMAKARA RULE
Society changed to ancient and medieval Odisha. Although the Bhauma rulers were
Buddhists, they accepted the Brahmanical socio-religious order. The Neulpur charter of
Subhakaradeva I states that Kshemankardeva put Varnas in their proper places. The
Terundia charter of Subhakaradeva II states that he established the Varnashrama system
following the scriptures. As the Bhauma rulers accepted the Varnashrama order, they
attached great importance to the Brahmanas, the highest Varna. They encouraged the
immigration of Brahmans from Madhyadesa (north India) and Bengal by the offer of
land grants.
The Social Structure: The caste system is one of the prominent features of ancient
Indian society. The caste edifice of the society of the Bhaumakara period is given below:
The Brahmanas: Society under the Varna system, the Brahmins enjoyed the highest
position. It is known from many inscriptions of the Bhauma-Karas that Brahmins belong
to several gotras like Bharadwaja, Kausika, Visvamitra, Sandilya, Kashyapa, Atreya,
etc. settled in Odisha. They settled in the Shasanas (Agrahara villages) as is known from
numerous inscriptions belonging to the Ganga and Suryavamsi Gajapati period. They
received land grants from the kings and other landed aristocrats to worship gods and
goddesses in different temples. Besides discharging their duties as priests, the Brahmins
also got lucrative posts in the courts of the kings and Zamindars.
The Kshatriyas: The Kshatriyas obtained the second position in society next to the
Brahmins. Being the warrior class they shouldered the obligation to protect the country
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from internal and external belligerence. Besides fighting they administered the country
too. They were great builders. By receiving their patronage, a good number of temples
were built up in Odisha. They were famous for their charity. The digging of tanks, the
establishment of Sasana, educational institutions etc. Besides the kings and members of
the royal family, the army chiefs, soldiers and other officials belonged to the Kshatriya
caste. The Kshatriyas looked for the welfare of the subjects of society.
The Vaisyas: The Vaisyas have their place in the trading class who resorted to
cultivation, cowherds, trade and commerce. They organised hatas (local markets) and
controlled both inland and maritime trade. From the time of Asoka, it is evident that
trade routes on land
passed to the distant South via Kalinga and it monopolised the trade and commerce and
her economic prosperity had become an eyesore to Kalinga. They also helped in
spreading the Odishan culture in South-East Asia. The Kshatriyas also paid attention to
the growth of the Vaisyas. The kings granted special villages for them known as the'
“Vaisya Agrahara:”.
The Sudras: In the traditional class structure, the Sudras occupied the lowest position.
The Sudras were drawn from the community that consisted of artisans, craftsmen, petty
agriculturists, servants etc. Even, they were attached to the temples to serve the gods and
goddesses. Besides the above-mentioned professions, some Sudras were untouchables
and remained outside the society. However, they served society in various capacities.
Among them were the washerman (rajaka), fisherman , (kaivartta), shoe-maker
(charmakara), basketmaker (doma) etc. Besides Sudras, other sub-castes in the society
were saundikas (brewers), tantuvayas (weavers), kumbhakaras (potters), malakaras
(gardeners), napita (barber), tambarakara (coppersmith), tathakara (metal worker),
kamara (blacksmith) etc. who rendered their habitual service to the society.
Position of women: As discussed earlier women enjoyed a high position in society
during the Bhaumakara period. Although they were dependant on their parents and
husbands, still they commanded respect in society. A noticeable characteristic of the
Bhauma rule was that it provided numerous female potentates. during the Bhauma rule,
women ruled independently in their rights. Tribhuvana Mahadevi-I ruled as a farreaching sovereign after the death of her son. Tribhuvana Mahadevi-II reigned over the
kingdom after the death of her husband. High born women and of noble families
received an education. They also received educations in music and dance. The systems
of Sati and Pardah were not prevalent. In general, women enjoyed a high position in
society.
Dress and ornaments: The women of the Bhauma period were fond of various
hairstyles, cosmetics, perfumes and ornaments. The sculptures of the period exhibit
various types of ornaments, such as Kundala (earring), Karnaphula (ear flower),
Ratnahara or Chandrahara (necklace), Mekhala (girdle), Koyura (armlet). Manjira (foot
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ornament) and Kankana (bracelet). The queens preferred necklaces and foot ornaments.
Their ornaments were made of gold and silver and studded with pearls and diamonds

2.8: ARCHITECTURAL DEVELOPMENT UNDER THE BHAUMAKARAS
The Bhaumakara rule in Odisha was marked by
an unprecedented growth of art and architecture. The
Puspa Giri Vihara which was seen and described by
Yuan Chwan rose to a prosperous and magnificent
establishment under the patronage of the Bhaumakaras.
It is now represented by the ruins to be found in the
Udayagiri, Lalitgiri and the Ratnagirihills of the Cuttack
District of Odisha. The vast ruins to be found in these
hills have proved to be a veritable mine of Buddhist
sculpture and several specimens taken from them have
now found a place in the Indian Museum, Calcutta,
Patna Museum and The Musee Guimet at Paris. The
Vaital and Sisiresvara temple of Bhubaneswar present
certain features and motifs in their decoration which
offer significant analogies with the sculptures that can
be attributed to the Bhaumakara’s culture epoch.

Fig-2: Bodhisttava,
Nowin a modern Shrine
, Cuttack

Fig-2: Sisiresvara Temple,
Bhubaneswar
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Fig-1: Dhyani Buddha,
Nowin a modern Shrine , Cuttack

Fig-4: Vaital Temple,
Bhubaneswar
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2.9: ANSWER TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Answer to Q. No. 1: See SectionAnswer to Q. No. 1: See SectionAnswer to Q. No. 1: See SectionAnswer to Q. No. 1: See SectionAnswer to Q. No. 1: See Section-

2.10: RELIGION DURING BHAUMAKARA RULE
The Bhauma-Kara kings were patrons of Buddhism. During their reign, Mahayana
Buddhism reached the pinnacle of celebrity in Odisha. During their period the evolution
of Buddhism from Mahayana to Vajrajana took place. The hills of Ratnagiri Udyagiri
and Lalitgiri near Chandikhol possess various images of the Mahayana deities and, ruins
of some stupas. The Bhauma-Karas also patronised Saivism. The Saiva temples of
Shishiresvara, Markandesvara and Talesvara in Bhubaneswar bear ample testimony of it.
The figures of the couchant bull on the seals attached to most of the Bhauma copper
plates are also pointers in this direction. Under their patronage, Vaishnavism also grew
in this land. The Dhenkanal plate of Tribhuvana Mahadevi I shows that she bore the title
'Parama Vaisnavi', a devout worshipper of Vishnu. Similarly, Subhakaradeva IV, Prithi
Mahadevi, and Shantikaradeva II were also followers of Vaishnavism. Among the
feudatories of the Bhaurna-Karas, the Bhanjas and Nandodbhavas were the followers of
Vaishnavism. Saktism also received patronage from the Bhauma rulers. Their capital
Guhadevapataka (Viraja) was a famous Sakti centre during that time. As discussed
earlier, Tribhuvana Mahadevi I compared herself to Katyayani (a form of goddess
Durga) in her Dhenkana charter when she ascended the throne. The Vaitala temple,
Mohini temple, and Uttresvara temple in Bhubaneswar which contain the Chamunda
figures also bear ample testimony of the patronage to the Sakta cult by the Bhauma-Kara
rulers. Thus, patronising Buddhis Saivism, Vaishnavism, and Saktism, the Bhauma ruler
tried to bring synthesis among various religious cults which was the precursor of a new
era. The Buddhist art, architecture, and sculpture reached their perfection in Odisha
during the Bhauma-Kara period. Several images of Buddha and Bodhisattava found at
Udayagiri, Ratnagiri, and Lalitgiri, Khadipada, Solanapura, Kupari, Ayodhya, Tara
images of Ratnagiri, various Buddhist sculptures found at Choudwar, the Buddhist
images of Sankaresvara temple in Salipur and Gokamesvara temple in Dharmasala,
Buddhist bronze images of Banapur, etc. clearly show that the Buddhist art and
architecture were given patronage during the Bhauma-Kara period.
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2.11: CONCLUSION
Thus, the Bhauma-Kara rule was a landmark in the socio-cultural life of Odisha. It
brought a stable administration with full control over the feudatories. The BhaumaKings paid attention to the growth of trade and commerce of the land. They were great
builders too. The period witnessed the coherence among various religions like
Buddhism, Saivism, Saktism, and Vaishnavism. A culminating trend among these
religions began during this period. Their capital Guhesvarapataka (modern Viraja in
Jajpur) was studded with 'various temples associated with Saiva, Sakta, and Vaishnava
faith. However, the glorious rule of the Bhauma-Karas ended with the capture of power
by the Somavamsis.
2.12: LET US SUM UP
















The chief literary source to study the history of the Bhauma-Karas are the
Vishnu Purana, Brahmanda Purana, Harivamsa Purana, Dathavamsa,
Gandavyuha, and Hudud-al-Alam.
Historians have not been able to resolve convincingly the origin and chronology
of Bhaumas.
Kshemankaradeva was the founder of the Bhaumakara dynasty in Odisha.
Anarchy had destroyed the social structure in Odisha before Kshemankaradeva.
Sivakaradeva-I alias Unmattasimha or Unmatta Kesari was the
Kshemankaradeva.
Subhakaradeva-I succeeded to his father Sivakaradeva-I who had left a massive
territory for his son.
The reigning period of Sivakaradeva-II was an unproductive episode in the
history of the Bhaumakaras.
The reigning period of Subhakaradeva-II is completely unproductive as nothing
glorious had been attained during his reign period.
Subhakaradeva was succeeded by his cousin Subhakaradeva-III. His reign
period, though short marked a change in the Bhauma ruling family.
With the accession of Tribhuvana Mahadevi-I a new era began in the political
history of Bhaumakaras in Odisha.
Shantikaradeva-II succeeded Tribhuvana Mahadevi-I alias Gosvamini Devi.
Shantikaradeva-II was succeeded by his eldest son Subhakaradeva-IV alias
Kusumahara-II.
After Sivakaradeva III, Prithivi Mahadevi alias Tribhuvana Mahadevi II
ascended the throne.
Shantikaradeva III and Subhakaradeva V, the son of Sivakaradeva III succeeded
Tribhuvana Mahadevi III one after another.
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After Subhakaradeva V, the last male ruler of the Bhaumakara dynasty, four
female rulers like Gauri Mahadevi, Dandi Mahadevi, Vakula Mahadevi, and
Dharma Mahadevi occupied the Bhauma throne one after another.
The form of government was monarchical and the Bhaumakaras follow the law
to primogeniture.
The Bhaumakara kings were patrons of Buddhism. During their reign, Mahayana
Buddhism reached the pinnacle of celebrity in Odisha.
The Buddhist art, architecture, and sculpture reached their perfection in Odisha
during the Bhaumakara period.
Thus, the Bhaumakara rule was a landmark in the socio-cultural life of Odisha.
It brought a stable administration with full control over the feudatories.

2.13: EXERCISE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Write a brief note of the rule of Bhaumakaras in Odisha.
Make a note of the administration of the Bhaumakara dynasty.
Throw light on the political history of the Bahumakara dynasty.
Critically examine the origin and chronology of the Bhaumakaras.

2.14: FURTHER READING











A.C. Pradhan, A Study of History of Odisha, 2006.
D.B.Mishra, Concise History of Odisha, 2009.
H.H. Panda, History of Odisha, 2008.
HK Mahatab, History of Odisha, Part I, 1958
MK Das, History of Odisha (From Earliest Times to 1434 AD), DDCE
K.C. Panigrahi, Chrorioloqies of Bhaumakaras and Somavamsis of Odisha,
Madras,
K.C. Panigrahi, History of Odisha, 2008.
RC. Mazumdar (Ed), The Age of Imperial Unity, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 1951
RD. Banerjee, History of Odisha, Vol. I, 1930
S.C. Behera, Rise, and Fall of Sailodbhavas, Calcutta, 1982.

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

31

Unit-3: THE SOMAVAMSIS
Structure:
3.1: Learning Objectives
3.2: Introduction
3.3: Origin of the Somavamsis
3.4: Geneology of the Somavamsi Rulers
3.5: The Somavamsrulers and their Achievements
3.5.3: Bhlmaratha Mahabhavagupta-I (925 - 960 A.D.)
3.5.4: Dharmaratha (960 - 995 CE)
3.5.5: Nahusha (995 - 1000 CE.)
3.5.6: Indraratha (1000 to 1025 CE.)
3.5.7: Yayati-II Chandihara (1025 - 1035 CE.)
3.5.8: Udyyotakesari Mahabhavagupta-II (1035 to 1060 A.D.)
3.5.9: Janmejaya-II {1060 - 1080 A.D.)
3.5.10: Puranjaya (1080 - 1090 A.D.)
3.5.11: Mahasivagupta Karnadeva (1090-1112 or 1118 A.D.)
3.6: Check Your Progress
3.7: Cultural development under the Somavamsis
3.7.1: Social structure
3.7.2: Religion under the Somavamsi
3.7.3: Art and architectural significance
3.7.4: Educational development
3.8: Causes of the downfall of the Somavamsis
3.9: Answer to check your progress
3.10: Let us sum up
3.11: Exercise
3.12: Further Readings
3.1: LEARNING OBJECTIVES
The Somamvamsi rule had played an important role in the history and culture of Odisha.
After studying this unit the learners will be able to Understand the origin of the Somavamsi rule in Odisha.
 Be acquainted with the chronology of the Somavamsi rulers.
 Comprehend the political history of the Somavamsi.
 Know the cultural development under the Somavamsi rule in Odisha.
 Understand the factors responsible for the downfall of the Somavamsis

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur

32

3.2: INTRODUCTION
The Somavamsi rule remained an important era in the political and cultural
history of Odisha. For the first time Kalinga, Utkala, Kongoda and Kosala were
amalgamated and brought under one political administration. The unvarying pattern of
administration detached ailment and confusion all over the state and paved the way for a
cultural fusion leading to the emergence of a sole Odia culture. The Odishan temple
architecture took a concrete form during the Somavamsis and the kingdom basked in the
golden glow of peace and prosperity. Their various activities in numerous fields ushered
in a new epoch in the political and cultural history of Odisha and for that, they have
remained unforgettable in the minds of the Odishan people.
3.3: ORIGIN OF THE SOMAVAMSI
The Somavamsis also denotes as the Panduvamsis, are supposed to have
belonged to the great clan of the Moon and were Kshatriyas by race. The records
mentioned their family as 'Somakula' i.e. the family of the Moon(Chandra), Somavamsa
Sambhavah' and 'Sitansubansabimalambar' etc. The Soma Vamsis seem to be the direct
descendants of the Pandava line reigned over Mekala, recognised with the contemporary
Maikal range that connects a link between the Vindhyas and the Satputras and stretches
from the Khairagarh to Rewah in Madhya Pradesh Inscnptional evidence shows that
these Panduvamsis, later on, came to be known as the Somavamsis. The Sonepur
inscription associates the history of the early Somovamsis or the Panduvamsis of Sripura
with the later Somovamsi kings of Suvarnapura who claimed their ancestry from the
family of Moon and Suzerainty over Kosala. The inscriptions of the later Somavamsis
mentioned Sivagupta the father of Janmejaya Mahabhavagupta as the first king of their
dynasty. General Cunningham has recognised this Sivagupta, the first king of the later
branch with Balarjuna, the last known ruler of the early dynasty. Inscriptions give shreds
of evidence that Somovamsi kings are the direct descendants of the panduvamsis of
Kosala. Mahasiva Tivaradeva professed himself as belonging to pandu dynasty. Other
rulers of the dynasty, themselves were declared as the descendants of the lunar race.
Nannaraja-II the son of Tivaradeva described his father as being born in the family of
the Moon or the Bomavamsis "Sri Rajguru opined Balarjuna as the last ruler of the
initial branch of the family. The epithet was mentioned as 'Somavamsa Samthavah' and
also the epithet ' Sitansuvams' vimalambar’ of his Senakapat inscription has been
repeated in the Jatesinga and Dungrx Plates of Mahasivagupta Yayati-II of the later
branch. So the Panduvamsis of South Kosala belong to the lunar dynasty and the
Somovarasis of the Sarabalpur-Sonepur region are the descendants of the former. From
a symbolic point of view, historians have given different views. The Mahakosala
historical society plates of Mahabhavagupta demonstrate the symbol of a standing bull
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facing the proper right of a crescent moon at the top. So possibly the Somavamsis
shadowed their ancestor's symbol and only imitated the new panache of the symbol of
Gajalaxmi. The early branch assumed the title of Kosalidhipati, Sakala Kosaladhipati
and never added the epithet of Trikalingadhipati to their names. Janmejaya titled himself
Kosalendra instead of Kosaladhipati. But Balarjuna the last ruler never used the title of
Kosaladhipati in his record nor used the epithet of Trikalingadhipati till they lost their
possessions to the imperial Gangas. Mahasiva Tivaradeva and his brother's grandson
Mahasivagupta Balarajuna of the early branch and Sivagupta in the later branch and his
successors were all Sivaguptas and Bhavaguptas. Both the branches belonged to the
same dynasty. We can not identify Sivagupta with Mahasivagupta Balarjuna but we can
not agree with General Cunningham that Janmejaya was the son of Balarjuna.
Inscriptional sources are obtainable to show only one Sivanandin as the son of
Balarjuna. Moreover on palaeographic base scholars have placed a gap of two hundred
years between these two persons. It is interesting to know under what circumstances the
Somavanisis of Sripura or the Successors of Balarjuna transferred their capital to
Suvarnapura where again their records are found in the Sambalpur-Sonepur region with
the rise of Mahabhavagupta Janmejaya.
3.4: GENEALOGY OF THE SOMAVAMSI RULERS
The chronology of the Somavamsi rulers can be outlined with the help of their
copper plates and stone inscriptions. However, thirteen rulers have been revealed but we
do not have any inkling about their genuine names, and frequently one name is borne by
several kings. So despite the availability of a large number of inscriptions a scientific
genealogy could not be prepared earlier. But a deep study of the inscriptions gives a
complete picture of the genealogy and chronology of the dynasty.
According to the Narasimhapur plates of Udyotakesari, Janmejaya became the first king
and was succeeded by his son Yayati. Bhimaratha and Dharmaratha succeeded Yayati
uninterrupted. Nahusa then became the overlord of the country. After Nahusa Yayati
became the king of Kosala and Utkala. Yayati was followed by his son Udyotakesari
and the later Gangas.
We can establish the link with the help of the Jatesinga and Durigri plates of Yayati-II
whose Mahasandhivigrahi was one Rudra Dutta (the brother's son of Simha Datta and
grandson of Harsha Datta). It seems that Simha Datta was in service under Yayati-I,
Bhimaratha and Udyotkesari. The Banapur Copper Plates of Indraratha further threw the
light that he was the son of Bhimaratha and another brother of Dharmaratha. The
Ratnagiri Copper Plates of Karnadeva further carry and complete the genealogy of the
Somovamsis by adding 3 rulers after Udyotakesari. Karnadeva, the doner of the
Ratnagiri Plates, was the last known ruler of the Somavamsis dynasty.
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The Chronology of the Somavamsi dynasty can be fixed up only with the help of some
events of their period and also by their relationship with the contemporary powers. If we
look back, it will be known that the last known ruler of this dynasty was the
contemporary of Ramapala-I, the Pala king of Bengal and Ananta Varman
Chodagangadeva of the Ganga dynasty. The Bolangir copper plate shows that
Janmejaya-I of some dynasty flourished in the 10th century A.D. and that he was the
contemporary of the Rastrakuta king Magadha Gondaladeva whose name cannot be
traced in the Rastrakuta genealogy. The records of Yayati-I contain references relating to
contemporary events which fix the dates of Janmejaya and Yayati-I. The Patna Museum
plates of Yayati-I reveal his conflict with the Chedis of the Kalachuris. Svabhavatunga
spread the fortunes of Kosala by defeating the Kalachuris and his son Yayati defeated
the powerful Kalachuri king Yuvaraja and burnt the Dahala country. Perhaps
Svabhavatunga was the surname of Janmejaya and the Chedi King Yuvaraja was the
contemporary of Janmejaya's son Yayati. The Kalachuri King Lakshmanaraja of the
Bilhar stone inscription flourished in the 10th century A.D. and defeated the king of
Kosala. Perhaps this defeated king was Janmejaya. After that Janmejaya and his son
Yayati-I fought against the Chedi King and burnt the Chedi kingdom. So it is clear that
Lakshmanaraja was the contemporary of Janmejaya. Yuvaraja-II was the contemporary
of Yayati-I.
With the help of the Tirumalai Inscription of Rajendra Chola and in keeping in view the,
ruling period of Sarikaragana-III (970 - 980 A.D.) and Yuvaraja-II (980 - 990 A.D.), we
can fix the chronology of the Somovamsi kings up to Indraratha. Rajendra Chola
defeated Indraratha at Yayatinagara in the 12th year of his reign (1023 A.D.). The
Balijhari and, the Brahmesvara temple inscriptions show that Dharmaratha, son of
Bhimaratha was succeeded by his brother Nahusha for a very short period. Dharmaratha
ruled for 35 years (up to 995 A.D.) and his father Bhimaratha reigned for 35 years (925 960 A.D.). So perhaps the ruling period of Yayati-I was 885-925 A.D. and Janmejaya
ruled from 850 A.D. to 885 A.D. The Baud Plate of Tribhuvana Mahadevi in the
Bhauma year 158 also helps to fix the dates of Janmejaya and Yayati-I. But when Sri
Rajaguru opines that Bhauma era started in 736 .D. Dr. Sircar opines as 831 A.D. The
inscriptions of the Gaiigas and the Pala Kings of Bengal who were the contemporaries of
Kariiakesari also help to some extent to complete the chronology. The description of
Rama Charita shows that Karnakesan or Karnadeva was the contemporary of
Ramapaladeva of Bengal who flourished from 1077 to 1120 A.D. This is clear proof of
the reign of the Somavamsi Kings in Utkala or Odisha during the time of Ramapaladeva
of Bengal.
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From the reign of Indraratha in 1025 A.D. till the rule of Karnadeva in 1112 A.D. or
1118 A.D. there ruled four kings of this dynasty. The Brahraeswara temple inscription
shows that Udyotakesari might not have ruled for less than 25 years. The total reign
period of Udyotakesari and his successors Janmejaya-II and Puranjaya comes to 55
years. We can therefore fix the chronology and genealogy of the Somavamsi kings as
given above.
3.5: THE SOMAVAMSRULERS AND THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS
3.5.1: Janmejaya Mahabhavagupta-I (850 - 885 A.D.)
Janmejaya Mahabhavagupta-I was a scion of the Panduvamsi dynasty of Maha Kosala.
He was the first ruler of the dynasty after the establishment of an independent kingdom
by Mahasivagupta Balarjuna in the Eastern part of Daksina Kosala comprising the
Sambalpur tract of Western Odisha with its capital at Sonepur (Suvarnapura). He bore
the title of Trikalingadhipati . He is credited for defeating the king of Odra mentioned in
the charters of the Somavamsi kings which is identified with the modern Baud region.
He tried to expand his territory in Western Odisha at the cost of the Bhanjas. After the
defeat of Ranabhanjadeva by Janmejaya the Baud region was added to the "Somavamsi"
empire and thus paved the way for the conquest of Utkala. He issued plates from a place
named Arama Kataka, which B. Mishra and Dr. Mahatab have identified with
Choudwar. He bore the title of Paramabhattaraka Maharajadhiraja ParameswaraParamamaheswara, Trikalirigadhlpati etc.
3.5.2: Yayati Maha Sivagupta-I (885 - 925 A.D.)
Yayati Maha Sivagupta ascended the throne of Kosala after his father Janmejaya-I in
885 A.D. and ruled up to 925 A.D. He followed his father's expansionist policy. Patna
Museum Plate compares him with God Vishnu, who killed Sisupala in the Rajasuya
Yagna performed by Yudhistira. He completely routed out even a straw of the Chaidyas
or Kalachuris by burning it. The donation of the village of Chandagrara in the Marada
Vishaya in Daksina Tosala to a Brahmana of Odra country shows that by the 9th regnal
year Yayati had controlled some portions of the Daksina Tosala, an integral part of the
Bhaumakaras.
3.5.3: Bhlmaratha Mahabhavagupta-I (925 - 960 A.D.)
Yayati was succeeded by his son Bhimaratha Mahabhavagupta-I. The discovered
records of his period do not give much information about his political activities. But the
Khandapara Plate of his son Dharmaratha praises him as religious, courageous, valorous,
who performed wonderful activities and assumed the status of Devaraja (Indra). Also,
Brahraeswar temple inscription paints him as the 'Kalpa tree of Kalinga and crown Jewel
of the princes, who was a hero and destroyer of his enemies and had qualities of a
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Maharathi. He was also a great king who maintained the integrity of the kingdom. In his
35 years ruling period (925 - 960 A.D.) he extended his kingdom from the south of
Raipur district to Bamara in Odisha..
3.5.4: Dharmaratha (960 - 995 AD)
Dharmaratha succeeded to the throne after his father. His records also do not throw
much light on his career. He followed the policy of his predecessors and grabbed some
portions of the Bhaumakaras. He granted a village in the Antaruda Vishaya or Antarudra
(Antarodha Pargana of the Puri district) which was then under the Bhaumakaras. He also
took aggressive designs against Gauda and Andhra. The weakness of the Pala kingdom
gave chance to Dharmaratha to win over the king of Gauda or Vanga, Vigraha Pala-I, by
burning that City. The Eastern Chalukya ruler of Kokllabhiganda Vijayaditya was
defeated by Dharmaratha in Andhra.
3.5.5: Nahusha (995 - 1000 AD)
Dharmaratha died issueless and was succeeded by his younger brother Nahusa who
came to the throne of Kosala in 995 A.D. No inscription of Nahusha has yet come to
light. In certain epigraphs of the succeeding kings, he is regarded as a hero of the family.
The Narsinghapur charter praises him as the overlord of the country and the celebrated
ornament of the earth. Dr. S.N. Rajguru observes that Nahusha's enemy was living in the
country where the Sovaras lived, who as a tribe is seen nowhere except in Kalinga and a
portion of South Kosala. Nahusha, who was ruling from the main seat in Trikalinga,
soon fell prey to his other enemies.
3.5.6: Indraratha (1000 to 1025 AD)
The reign of Nihusha probably came to an end in the year 1000 A.D. and Indraratha
ascended the Soma -Vamsi throne. Much light has been thrown above by his recently
discovered charter" which was issued in his sixth regnal year from Yayatinagara. The
King made this grant on the 2nd day of the bright fortnight of Kartika, donating to the
village Laputa-Kurabh situated in the Thoran district of Korigod mandal. It can be
inferred from the inscription that Indraratha enjoyed a sound position even in his sixth
regnal year. But soon afterwards, he fell prey, to evil days. Verse 19 of the Udayapura
Prasasti informs us that Paramara king Bhoja defeated the lord of Chedi, Indraratha.
Indraratha has been identified with the same namesake of the somavamsi king of
Yayatinagara. The calamity may be assigned to Cir. 1022-1023 A.D. The defeat of
Indraratha, no doubt, exposed the weakness of the Somavamsi arms and soon, we find
the Chola penetration into the Somavamsi territory.
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3.5.7: Yayati-II Chandihara (1025 - 1035 AD)
The overthrow of Indraratha by Rajendra Chola at Yayatinagara gave rise to anarchy and
confusion in the Somavamsi kingdom. In the early part of his reign, Yayati-II
Chandihara must have been busy restoring internal peace and driving out the external
enemies (The Cholas and the Dahalas). The inscriptions also eulogize him as one who
has conquered Karnata, Lata, the Lord of Gujurat, who is the conqueror of Dravida
country, who is paramount of the world, who has denuded the Kanchi country of its
glory, who has raised victorious assaults against the noted countries of Gauda and
Radha, who is the full moon in the pure sky of Vanga and who has become the lord of
Trikalinga by having conquered it with his arms and that he is the Maharajadhiraja and
overlord at whose feet Rajanyas worship by bowing themselves down".
Chandihara Yayati II was a monumental ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty. In his charter,
it has been described that his "footstool is kissed by the great jewels of the headgears of
all kings or subordinate kings, who (in character) resembled such, renowned kings as
Nala, Nahusa, Mandhata, Dilipa, Bharata and Bhagiratha." In his records, he has also
been credited to have conquered Karnata, Lata, Gujrat, Dravida country, Kanchi, Gauda,
Radha, Trikalinga and assumed the title 'Maharajadhiraja'. Of course, the conquest of the
above-mentioned territories is a mere poetic exaggeration. He appears to have
maintained friendly relation with Rastrakutas as, during the period of Krishna III, his
records never mention himself or his army who carried arms to Kosala or Utkala. No
Rastrakuta king after Krishna III also has mentioned the latter's victory over Kosala or
Utkala.
Yayati II was a patron of Brahmanism. Tradition credits him of inviting 10,000
Brahmins from Kanyakubja (Kanauj) to perform Dasasvamedha sacrifice at Jajpur. It
was a great landmark in the cultural heritage of Odisha and till now the memory of that
noble work of Yayati II is reflected in the nook and corner of Odisha during the
marriage ceremony and at the time of giving pinda at Navigaya in Jajpur. Yayati II is
also credited with the construction of the Lingaraj temple at Bhubaneswar which was
completed during his successor Udyotakesari. Of course, the family deity of Yayati II
was Panchamvari Bhadramvika, a form of Goddess Durga. Yayati II was the greatest
ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty. He consolidated the empire firmly which was full of
anarchy and confusion. His vast empire extended from the Bay of Bengal in the east to
Sambalpur in the west and from Dandakabhukti to Ganjam in the south. Under his
patronage, Brahmanism flourished in Odisha.
3.5.8: Udyyotakesari Mahabhavagupta-II (1035 to 1060 A.D.)
Udyotakesari, who succeeded Yayati II, was a worthy son of an illustrious father. He
established the notch with Karna, the Kalachuri ruler who had first attacked the
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Somavamsi kingdom. Later on, Udyotakesari invaded Dahala and got triumph over it.
Similarly, the enmity that existed between Gauda and Kosala ended with the defeat of
Vigrahapala II of the Pala dynasty. As Udyotakesari faced the attack of the enemies
from different directions, he divided his kingdom into two parts, viz, the Kosala part left
under the care of his grandfather Abhimanyu and he ruled over Utkala portion. He also
completed the construction of the Lingaraj temple at Bhubaneswar.
3.5.9: Janmejaya-II {1060 - 1080 A.D.)
Uddyotakesari Mahabhavatgupta-II was succeeded by his son, Janmejaya-II in Cir. 1060
A.D. He is known to us from the Ratnagiri plates of the last Somavara’si king,
Karnadeva. Verse 13, of the inscription, describes that the (Janmejaya-II) had long arms
like the Naga King. Also, a Telugu Choda family established itself about this time in the
Sambalpur-Sonepur region with Sonepur as its capital. All these facts show that part of
the Somavamsi kingdom slipped away during the time of Janmejaya-II.
3.5.10: Puranjaya (1080 - 1090 A.D.)
After Janmejaya-II, his son Puranjaya ascended the Somavamsi throne. He is praised in
the Ratnagiri inscription in high sounding wards that even the kings of Gauda, Oahala,
Kalinga and Vanga were afraid of his prowess. This seems to be a vague claim since the
process of disintegration continued in his reign Puranjaya was succeeded by his brother
Mahasiva Gupta Karriadeva on the Somavamsi throne in 1090 A.D.
3.5.11: Mahasivagupta Karnadeva (1090-1112 or 1118 A.D.)
Karnadeva was the last identified ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty who was the brother
of Puranjaya. Though in his records, he has been admired as a great ruler having full
control over his feudatories, it is not true. From his disjointed inscription preserved in
the Jayadev museum, Bhubaneswar proves that his kingdom extended up to Balasore
district (from Gandibeda village, the inscription is found) which was the last limit of
Uttara Tosali. Dandakabhukti mandala was ruled then by Jayasimha, the feudatory of
Ramapala of Bengal. During his period, Chodagangadeva attacked Utkala more than
once. The Ratnagiri inscription and the Ramacharita of Sandhyakara Nandi together
justify the fact that by the help of the Palas, Krishnadeva, the shrewd and able minister
of Karnadeva saved Utkala from the onslaught of the Gangas. However, this resistance
was feeble and at last, the Somavamsi Kingdom fell prey to the Gangas who established
their sway over Utkala.
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3.6.: CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
1. The Somavamsis, also known as _______ .
…………………………………………………………………………………..
2. What are the main sources to study the chronology of the Somavamsi rule?
…………………………………………………………………………………..
3. Who was the father of king Dharmaraja?
…………………………………………………………………………………..
4. Who succeeded Uddyotakesari Mhavabagupta-II?
…………………………………………………………………………………..
5. Who was the last identified ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty?
…………………………………………………………………………………..
3.7: CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT UNDER THE SOMAVAMSIS
The Somavamsis holds a great significance in the field of cultural growth of Odisha
during its rule in many ways.
3.7.1: Social Structure
The Somavamsis adopted the Varnashrama dharma, the traditional division of
the society into four Varnas (Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra), and gave the
highest status to the Brahmanas. By performing Vedic sacrifices and facilitating the
migration of Brahrnanas from northern India through the generous offer of land grants
the Somavamsi rulers promoted the Brahminisation of the socio-religious life of Odisha
as well the assimilation of the north Indian Sanskritic culture into the Odishan culture.
Women enjoyed respectable status in the Somavamsi society. Some of the Somavamsi
queens performed important works like the construction of temples. Queen
Kolavatidevi, the mother of Udyota Keshari constructed the Brahmeswar temple at
Bhubaneswar. Nevertheless, the status of women appears to have degenerated during
this period. The Devadasi practise (the practice of dedicating maidens to the temples)
and prostitution were prevalent during this period. The last Somavamsi king, Karnadeva
married a dancing girl, named Karpurasri who was born of a Mahari or Devadasi.
3.7.2: Religion under the Somavamsi
The Somavamsi rulers were devoted Saivites. They helped the growth and spread
of Saivism by the construction of Siva temples and offer of liberal land grants to the
Saiva temples, priests and ascetics. Consequently, several Saiva gurus, such as
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Sadasivacharya, Rathamacharya and Acharya Gagana Siva came to Odisha from far and
wide and enjoyed the patronage of the Somavamsi rulers. With the help of Janmejaya I
Gagana Siva built the Someswar temple at Ranipur-Jharial. Yayati-I built the beautiful
Saiva temple of Mukteswar. The construction of the gigantic Saiva temple of Lingaraj
was started by Yayati-ll and completed by Udyotakeshari. Though ardent Saivites
themselves, the Somavamsis continued the Bhaumakara tradition of religious toleration.
They tolerated other sects such as Jainism, Vaishnavism and Saktism. King Udyota
Keshari carved Navamuni and Varabhuja caves for the Jaina ascetics.
3.7.3: Art and Architectural Significance
The Somavamsis left their imperishable legacy in the field of art and
architecture. The Odishan temple architecture which began in the Sailodbhava period
reached the height of perfection towards the close of the Somavamsi period. The
Odishan temple reached its complete form towards the close of the Somavamsi period.
The architectural activities in the later period, though by no means scarce, were more
concerned with elaboration than with any introduction of new features or forms
indicating new directions of development. Out of the numerous temples, built by the
Somavamsis four are the most magnificent Lingaraj, Brahmeswar, Mukteswar and
Rajarani (all in Bhubaneswar). Each of them is a masterpiece of Odishan architecture.
The images of these temples are also the finest specimens of sculpture.
3.7.4: Educational Development
There was a phenomenal development in the field of Sanskrit learning and
literature during the Somavamsi period. The inscriptions of the period speak of the
proficiency of the scholars in Vedas, Vedanga, Smritis, Puranas, medical sciences,
Astrology, Arthasastra, Grammar, Poetry, History, Political Science and Logic. The land
grants to the learned Brahmanas facilitated the study of Sanskritic literature. Several
Sanskrit scholars such as Sadharana, Purushottam Bhatta, Bhavadeva, Acharya
Subhachandradeva and Narayana Satakarni flourished during the Somavamsi period.
Sadharana, the chief minister of Janmejava I was well-versed in Veda, Vedanga, Vidya,
Siksa, Kalpa, Itihas, Smriti and Arthasastra. Purushottam Bhatta wrote a eulogy on King
Udyota Keshari. Some of the Somavamsi kings themselves were scholars. The
Somavamsi inscriptions use some typical Odia words such as Khamba, Punya and
Machha. This period was undoubtedly a significant phase in the formation of the Odia
language.
3.8: CAUSES OF THE DOWNFALL OF THE SOMAVAMSIS
Numerous factors were responsible for the decline of the Somavamsis. The
disintegration of the empire started more or less from the time of Janmejaya-II the son
and successor of Uddyotakesari. It reached its worst stage during the time of its
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successors Puranjaya and Karnadeva. It was further hastened with the rise of foreign
powers like the Gahgas and the Telugu Chodas in the neighbourhood. In the field of
administration, they displayed firmness and Yayati Chandihara extended to a large
extent comprising the countries of Kosala, Utkala, Kongoda and Kalinga. Uddyotakesari
did not add any new territories but he could maintain them. But his weak successors
gradually lost this kingdom to their enemies. The process of disintegration started from
Puranjaya's time. In the medieval period, the continuation of the kingdom depended
more upon the strength and ability of a monarch than anything else, especially at that
time when the neighbouring countries were formidable. But unfortunately, both these
kings lacked this quality.
Another cause for the decline was that during the reign of the later rulers after
Uddyotakesari there was no peace and order in the kingdom. From the traditional
sources, we find evidence that there were treachery and dissensions among the officers
which Karna deva was unable to check. It is stated in the Madalapanji that Vasudeva
Ratha, the Commander-in-Chief (Vahinipati) of the Somavamsi army invited
Chodaganga to invade Odisha. Beyond the frontiers, the Ganga king was watching the
developments in Odisha and also was waiting for an opportunity to invade. After
receiving the invitation the chronicle describes it in a picturesque language one day he
came in disguise, pounced upon Cuttack and made himself king.
The flourishing art of their times may astonishingly be seen on the famous Liftgaraja,
Brahraesvara, Rajarani and other temples which were built under their patronage. Like
Arts which practically reached the Zenith of its glory in the age of the Somavamsis.
Sanskrit literature also developed a lot under their patronage. Thus the political as well
cultural contribution of the Somavamsis to Odisha is praiseworthy.
3.9: ANSWER TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Answer to Q. 1: See Section-3.3
Answer to Q. 1: See Section- 3.4
Answer to Q. 1: See Section- 3.4
Answer to Q. 1: See Section- 3.5.9
Answer to Q. 1: See Section- 3.5.11
3.10: LET US SUM UP


The sovereignty of the Somavamsis for two hundred years forms a magnificent
era in the history of Odisha.
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The Somavamsis, also known as Panduvamsis, reigned over Odisha from the
mid of the ninth century to the initial part of the twelfth century A.D.



For the first time Kalinga, Utkala, Kongoda and Kosala were amalgamated and
brought under one political power.



Janmejaya I was an influential ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty who assumed
high sounding titles like' Paramesvara', 'Paramabhattaraka,' 'Trikalingadhipati'
etc.



Yayati I was a brave warrior. Not only did he cross the sword with the
Kalachuris but restrained the Bhanjas and held his influence over the Bhauma
kingdom of Tosali.



After Yayati I, his son Bhimaratha soared the Somavamsi throne and his rule
contributed to the merging of the Somavamsi Empire and brought peace and
composure to the country.



Chandihara Yayati II was a monumental ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty.



With the accession of Janmejaya II, the son of Udyotakesari, the disintegration of
the Somavamsi dynasty started.



Karnadeva was the last known ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty who was the
brother of Puranjaya

3.11: EXERCISE
1. Make a brief note on the origin of the Somavamsis.
2. Critically analyse the geneology of the Somavamsi rulers based on the

epigraphical records.
3. Throw light on the Somavamsi rulers and their Achievements.
4. What were the cultural developments under the Somavamsis?
5. Evaluate the Causes of the downfall of the Somavamsis?
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