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UNIT-1: Entertainment, Sports, Business
1.0 Unit Structure
1.1 Learning Objectives
1.2 Introduction
1.3 Entertainment Journalism
1.3.1 Entertainment news on Movies
1.3.2 Entertainment through TV Serials
1.3.3 OTT on Indian Television Industry
1.4 Reviews on Films-TV Serials
1.4.1 How to write a review
1.5 Sports News
1.5.1 Sports Coverage in India
1.5.2 Writing sports stories
1.5.3 Career in sports reporting
1.6 Business Reporting
1.6.1 Business Journalism in India
1.6.2 Business Newspaper in India
1.6.3 Writing Business/Economic Stories
Check Your Progress

1.1Learning Objectives
After completion of this unit, the learner will be able to understand different types of
beats such as:
 Entertainment
 Sports
 Business and Industry

1.2 Introduction
Print media covers entertainment, sports, and business. Even classified pages, which come
once every week, are also treated as special beats. Usually, you find entertainment news on
a city page. It includes lifestyle, television, film, theatre, music, and celebrity. In the same
way, sports also constitutes a major portion of a daily newspaper. So do business and
industry.

1.3 Entertainment journalism
Cinema is an exciting and educative form of entertainment communication. Entertainment
journalism covers industry-specific news while targeting general audiences beyond those
working in the industry itself. Common forms include film and television show/programme
review/criticism, celebrity coverage, event coverage, etc.
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1.3.1 Entertainment News on Movies
Cinema and movies play an important role in today‘s society. People in India spend hours
discussing movies and celebrities.
Motion pictures or movies are a colourful medium of stories with sounds, voices, music,
and dialogue. Their main purpose is to entertain the public. Movies also give a social
message.
The basic elements of a cinema are story, visual design, cinematography, and editing,
sound design. When all these components are interlinked a movie is born.

1.3.2 Entertainment through TV Serials
TV serials in India are popularly known as Shop-Operas. They are highly entertaining.
India‘s first television drama was Hum Log. It was the first telecast by Doordarshan in
1984-85 and was one of the longest-running serials at that time. Every episode was for
about 25 minutes on each Sunday and there were 154 episodes. The popular mythological
drama Ramayana found a huge audience.
Doordarshan in later years produced Chandrakanta (1994–1996). Hindi film songs based
on programms like Chitrahaar, Rangoli, Superhit Muqabla , and crime thrillers
like Karamchand, ByomkeshBakshi. Shows targeted at children included Divyanshu ki
Kahaniyan, Vikram Betal, Malgudi Days, Moogly, and Tenali Rama.
Biographies of famous people started being produced in the form of dramas like Chanakya,
Darti Ka Veer Yodha Prithviraj Chauhan, Veer Shivaji, Jhansi Ki Rani, Bharat ka Veer
Putra – Maharana Pratap, Chakravarti Ashok Samrat. All these TV serials were very
popular on TV.
Under the new policies, the government allowed private and foreign broadcasters to
engage in limited operations in India. This process has been pursued consistently by all
subsequent federal administrations. Foreign channels like CNN, STAR TV, and private
domestic channels such as Zee TV, ETV, SUN TV. Sony Entertainment Television and
Asianet started satellite broadcasts in 1995.
Crime dramas also started being produced. C.I.D. is the longest-running crime TV series in
India. Adaalat was an Indian television courtroom drama series that revolves around
'Advocate K.D. Pathak', a defense lawyer with a flawless track record of winning cases and
setting helpless innocent victims free, but not at the cost of upholding the truth.
The Indian mythological drama show, Devon Ke Dev… Mahadev recorded the highest, 8.2
TVR (television rating) in an episode. Daytime dramas were popular during the 1990s and
2000s with shows like Kiyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi, KahaaniGharGhar Ki, Kumkum-Ek
Pyara Sa Bandhan, Kasauti Zindagi Ke, Wo Rehne Waali Mehlon Ki, Kkusum.
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During the 2010s, daytime drama gradually declined. Today, there are no daytime dramas
on any mainstream channel.
1.3.3 OTT on Indian Television Industry
Online video streaming, also known as Over-the-top (OTT) services like Netflix, Amazon
Prime Video, Hotstar, ZEE5, and many more gained popularity in India after 2015. It
created a threat to the Indian television industry. TV viewers have to follow the schedule of
TV channels to watch their favorite programs. On the other hand, OTT service providers
allow their users to watch their favorite content whenever they want. Moreover, OTT users
can access the content from anywhere if they have internet connectivity. This convenience
of OTT has helped it to gain popularity among the young internet users in India. The usage
of OTT was significantly increased during the national lockdown period (From March
2020 onwards) after the COVID-19 outbreak in India. More people began to watch OTT
platforms for foreign content and their time spent on TV was significantly reduced.

1.4 Reviews on Films-TV Serials
To be a film or TV serial journalist you have to be a good writer, besides being a film fan.
Film and Television is big industry, so the journalist and writer have to be good critics of
the story. Moreover, critics report on actors and the gossips around them. These stories are
more interesting for the public, create more attention.
1.4.1 How to write a review
Opening Paragraph: Catch the Reader's Attention
Think about how advertisements sell movies: "trailers" show you a few seconds of the movie
to get you interested.
When you begin your movie or TV serial review, make your own "trailer." If you liked the
movie, then your trailer should make people want to see it; but if you didn't like it, the
trailer should be something that shows why you didn't like it. Don't explain why you liked
it or didn't like it; make the reader like or not like the movie by what you describe. Begin
your review by retelling an incident or moment from the movie which you think captures
the spirit of the movie or episodes as you understood it.
Alternative: Begin your review with another kind of story or interesting fact--about one of
the star actors, or the making of the movie/ serials, or about the director.
Second Paragraph: Take Care of Business
Near the beginning of the review, you have to tell the reader all the obligatory stuff--the
title of the movie/serials, the director, the studio, the main actors, the year it was made (if
you watched it on video), the rating. This paragraph tells the reader the things they have to
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know about the movie/serials. Also, in one sentence or two, you should explain very
simply what the movie/serial is all about--not necessarily what happens, but that might
work, too, if you can say it in one-two sentence.
Third Paragraph: Character and plot summary
What happens in the movie/serial? You shouldn't tell everything that happens--and
especially not the ending. But you want to summarize the basic plot of the movie, in more
detail than you do in the paragraph above.
One way to do this might be to write a sentence about each main character.
Fourth Paragraph: A Key Moment or Idea In this paragraph
Go into detail about something important that interested you about the movie. If it was a
musical, you should say something about the songs. Or if the soundtrack was good, talk
about that. Or write more about one character who was intriguing. Or retell another big
moment from the movie/serial and explain why it is important. If you think the "idea"
behind a movie was really interesting, explain that idea and talk about it a little bit. In this
paragraph, you must go into depth about the movie/ serial.
Fifth Paragraph: Evaluate the Movie/ Serial
Do you recommend it or not? Who will like it (kids or adults)? The most important thing
here is that you must also explain why you are making your recommendation.
You must justify your opinion--and that opinion should grow out of what you write in the
rest of the review. Give at least two reasons why you liked or didn't like the movie/serial.
Print media coves all the entertainment in a classified page which comes one in every
week. Some Newspapers also cover daily basics. Usually, you will find entertainment
news on a city page.

1.5 Sports News
Sports News is a form of filing reports on sports topics. Sports journalism started in the
early 1800s when it was targeted to the social elite and transitioned into an integral part of
the newspaper business with news having dedicated sports sections. The increased
popularity of sports amongst the youth-led to greater coverage of sports content in
publications. There are many different forms of sports journalism, ranging from play-byplay and game recaps to analysis and investigative journalism on important developments
in the sport. Technology and the internet age have massively changed the sports journalism
space as it is struggling with the same problems that the broader category of print
journalism is struggling with, mainly not being able to cover costs due to
falling circulation. New forms of internet blogging and tweeting in the current millennium
have pushed the boundaries of sports journalism.
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Origin of Sports Reporting
Modern sports journalism has its roots in the early 1800s. At the start, sports periodically
covered horse racing and boxing. The focus of the coverage would be less on the event
itself and more on the greater social context. Horse races between the North and South and
boxing bouts between US and England garnered much interest from the social elite. In the
early nineteenth century, popular British sportswriter Pierce Egan coined the term "the
Sweet Science" as a nickname for prizefighting (competition) or more fully "the Sweet
Science of Bruising" as a description of England's bare-knuckle fight scene. During the
1820s and 1830s, the primary demographic target for newspapers was the social elite as a
newspaper was too expensive for the common man. Approaching the 20th century, several
important changes occurred that lead to the increased saturation of sports journalism in the
mainstream media. The first was the advent of the penny press which allowed for cheaper
and more tabloid style of newspaper production. Newspapers also began using advertising
to pay for their production costs instead of relying on circulation.
The 1920s has been called the "Golden Age of American Sports‖. Baseball became the
national pastime, college football became popular, and radio and newspaper coverage
increased. The New York Herald was the first newspaper to consistently do sports
coverage. The New York World in 1883 was the first newspaper to have a full-time sports
department. The following period from 1880 to 1920 saw a massive increase in sports
coverage in publications. A study showed that in 1880 only 0.4 percent of space in the
newspaper was dedicated to sports. By the 1920s, that proportion had risen to 20
percent. During this time, newspapers focused mainly on the play-by-play coverage and
game recaps of the sports events. Local publications started hiring beat reporters who were
tasked with following all developments about the team. This included traveling with the
team and interviewing the players. Teams also started constructing dedicated sections
called press boxes in the stadiums for the press to sit and take notes on the game.
As technology introduced new developments like radio, television, and the internet, the
focus of sports coverage shifted from the play by play to statistical analysis of the game
and background pieces on the players. Live coverage of games changed the perception of
sports news. Athletes and players are presented no less than a celebrity. This was also
coupled with a massive increase in sports amongst the general public. The increased
popularity of football, basketball, and hockey meant more content to publish and more
interested readers to publish to. This led to the creation of journals like Sports Illustrated,
first published in 1954, and was one of the first publications to solely focus on
sports. Sports Illustrated was the brainchild of Henry Lucre who felt that the established
publishers at the time were not taking advantage of the public's massive appetite for sports.
With weekly issues, Sports Illustrated was able to produce more classic journalistic pieces
as the writers had more time to research and conduct longer interview sit-downs with
players and coaches.
1.5.1 Sports Coverage in India
India is one of the sport-loving countries. Sports news has a wide audience. In the media
house, the sports desk is dedicated to sports correspondents, who cover major national and
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international sports events. Other local games are also covered and written in regional
newspapers.
“The Hindu” newspaper first brought a sports page about college sports covered by
Kasturigopalan, the Publisher. The sports journal ―Sports and the Past Time‖ was
published by the same publication in 1947. M. V. Kamath in the July-September 2008
issue of Media Mimansa, states that S. Sadanand‘s‗Free Press Journal‘ was the first
newspaper in India to devote an entire page to sports. Anand Bazar Patrika group in the mid1970s published ―Sports World‖ from Calcutta. Another worthy mention would be the
Chennai-based fortnightly magazine ‗Sportstar‘ which is been published for the past forty years
now and has changed from tabloid to magazine format.
1.5.2 Writing sports stories
Writing sports stories need proper planning and research. The story is made by keeping the
following necessities in mind:
a) Background of the sporting event
b) Expectations and preferences of the readers of the story
c) Understanding the issue
d) Collection of data, statements of stakeholders
e) Writing sportively
Sports reporting in the Internet age
Since the start of the new millennium, circulation and advertising numbers of print
newspapers have been falling rapidly for online journalism. These developments in the
internet age have significantly affected sports journalism as established publications
like Sports Illustrated and ESPN have had to cut content, increase prices and reduce the
number of publications which led to more people unsubscribing from the content. The fall
in print sports journalism can be tied to the rise of the internet and digital sports
journalism. Digital sports journalism serves as both a complement and a competitor of
newspaper sports journalism. Digital sports journalism began in the mid-1990s with ESPN
creating the first website in 1995. At first digital sports, journalism covered broad topics in
scope, but as time went on and the internet became more widespread, bloggers and location
and team-specific websites started taking over the market. A majority of these smaller
websites did not charge a subscription fee as it was funded on advertising. This lower cost
to the consumer as well as increased access to a variety of very specific content led to the
shift away from print and towards digital. However, the growth seen in the digital space
which has increased advertising revenue has not balanced out the losses from print
journalism. The importance of click count has gone up as these sites are being funded by
online advertisers. This has led to many shorter journalistic pieces offering controversial
opinions to generate the maximum clicks. Sportswriters regularly face more deadline
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pressure than other reporters because sporting events tend to occur late in the day and
closer to the deadlines. Yet they are expected to use the same tools as news journalists and
to uphold the same professional and ethical standards. They must take care not to show
bias for any team. Since the digital age has come about the more people use Twitter and
other social media platforms to get their information. Twitter has become a new platform
for sports.
1.5.3 Career in sports reporting
The major change that has been found within sports news in the last decade is analysis in
sports. A large reason for this shift is due to many articles being published about the
increased benefit of using analytics to make strategic decisions in a game. As there is data
collected about every instance in every sport, sports data analysis has increased. Sports
publications are now hiring people with an extensive background in statistics and
calculation to publish articles detailing the analysis. Reporters having a personal
relationship with players/sports person are more acceptable to sports reporters. Reporters
who can collect more about the lifestyle, daily routines, and family association could write
good stories.
New metrics have been created to study the quality of player
performance. The metrics have also been used to compile rankings of players and teams.
Sports reporters keep should keep various sports events at Local, National, and
International levels. S/He needs to collect information about the current sports with a
unique beat. So let us look at the basic skills and qualities of a sports reporter.
Passion for Sports
The sports reporter should preferably have some field experience. Being an ex-player the
reporter can better understand the rules and technical aspects of games.
Economy of Sports
The reporter should understand the capital involved in the sports industry or events. He
needs to understand different aspects of the sports economy such as the sponsors etc.
Terminology-vocabulary of the sport
Every sport, be it cricket or football, has its unique terminology. Different games have
different playing formats. A sports reporter must understand them.
Good Relations with sports persons
The sports reporters should develop relations with players, coaches, officials, associations,
and sports institutions, which help to receive credible information from different sources.
Open your ears for news
The current expansion of sports events and games lead to various issues relating to sports
crime, controversies, fixing, and analysis of new policies required a lot to follow up the
updates.
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Curiosity and Creativity
Good sports reporters possess the spirit of curiosity, which leads to the search for good
news. The search for an angle of happening leads to a creativity of various aspects of
information relating o sports person. Where the news and information should be based on
headlines of Out-of-Box.
Confidence and courage
Sports reporters should be confident and courageous in covering issues relating to
sportspeople. Political linkage with the sport, issues relating to sports hostel.
Write on audience perspective
Sports reporters also need to understand its reader and the target audience. Write true
stories without any biased by taking any sides of the players or team. The reporter will gain
trust in the long run of sports reporting.

1.6 Business Reporting
The whole world is completely dependent on the business. Business journalism or
economic journalism includes coverage of the industry, companies, banking, finance,
foreign trade, and other economic ventures.
History of Business Journalism
Business journalism began as early as the middle ages. It was mainly meant for the rich or
well-known trading families. The first known history of business journalism relates to the
Fugger family of Augusberg, a city in the southwest of Bavaria in Germany, which
published a newsletter of business information in 1568.
British newspapers began publishing advertisements for merchants in the 1700s. The first
business-related information was about the arrival and departure of vessels and cargo from
their ports.
1.6.1 Business Journalism in India
The history of business journalism in India dates back to the early decades of the
nineteenth century. A characteristic feature of early Gujarati journalism was the interest
shown in commercial news, marketing and trading. The earliest Gujarati journal was a
weekly, Mumbai Samachar founded by Parsi priest Furdonji Murzban in Bombay in 1822
with 150 subscribers- a promising start for those days. Its main objective was to publish
market rates and serve the business community. A purely commercial newspaper Akhbare-Sodagar was started by Dadabhai Cowasji Dadhiwalla in 1852 as a bi-weekly. Fourteen
years later, it assumed the English title of the Native Merchant‘s Gazette.
Reuter started its operation in Mumbai in 1866. Its staple news was financial. In
independent India, the first daily business newspaper was The Economic Times. It was
published by Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd., in 1961. The founder-editor of the paper when
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it was launched was P.S. Hariharan. Presently it is India‘s largest and among the world‘s
top ten business newspapers. Its main rivals are the US-based The Wall Street Journal and
London-based Financial Times, both of the newspapers publish several international
editions. The current Executive Editor of The Economic Times is Rahul Joshi. The
Economic Times is characterized by its salmon-pink paper, which it copied from the
better-known Financial Times. It is sold in all major cities in India. In June 2009, it also
launched a television channel called ET Now.
Business Standard was launched from Kolkata in 1975 by Ananda Bazaar Patrika Group.
In 1996 it was taken over by Kotak Mahindra Group. It started its Delhi edition in1993.
One of the fastest-growing business papers, it has 12 editions (by the end of 2010) in cities
including Mumbai, Chennai, Bangalore, and Bhubaneswar. Indian Express group has a
financial daily named Financial Express. Deccan Chronicle group has launched a financial
daily: Financial Chronicle. The Hindu group has a financial daily titled Business Line. The
Hindustan Times group also has one called Mint. There are several business weeklies and
fortnightlies in English (like for example Business Today, Outlook Money, Business
World, The Business Enterprise, etc.) published from almost all major cities. After
liberalization, business journalism has become more important both for the
industry/business persons and for the common readers. The way it is growing, business
media — print, online, TV, and convergent —could outpace even the rest of the media as
business progressively takes the centre stage in our lives. The trend is already visible. India
is the only large economy to have six English-language business papers and more than
eight business news channels. International business magazines like Forbes and Fortune
have been launched from India.
Business publishing is extending fast to Indian languages as well, ET Hindi, ET Gujarati,
Business Bhaskar; Hindi and Gujarati editions of Business Standard being some examples
of such publications. There are dedicated business news sites and financial portals like
moneycontrol.com. There are also sites like moneytoday.com which works in tandem with
its sister print partner Business Today. Business news is being disseminated on the mobile
platform by media houses. Media Schools have started addressing the growing need of the
industry. Several media schools and institutions have started industry-focused business
journalism courses covering the business and economy domain. Content and presentationwise, business journalism in India is taking two different shapes in India. One: a
specialized area only for the people with sufficient domain expertise, and another for the
common people who do not know much about the financial world but are interested to
know a bit and to see if he/she can make a profit.
1.6.2 Business Newspaper in India
The Hindu Business Line was started in 1994 by Kasturi& Sons, the publisher of the
newspaper The Hindu. By early January 2013, it is published from 17 locations:
Bangalore, Chennai, Coimbatore, Hubli, Hyderabad, Kochi, Kolkata, Kozhikode,
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Lucknow, Madurai, Mangalore, Mumbai, Noida, Thiruvananthapuram, Tiruchirapalli,
Vijayawada, and Visakhapatnam. D.Sampathkumar is the editor of Business Line.
Business Standard (BS) is published by Business Standard Ltd (BSL) in two languages,
English and Hindi. The Newspaper primarily covers India and international business, and
financial news and issues. The main English-language edition comes from 12 regional
centers - Mumbai, New Delhi, Kolkata, Bangalore, Chennai, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad,
Chandigarh, Pune, Lucknow, Bhubaneswar, and Kochi. The Hindi edition was launched in
February 2008 from seven centers stretching from Mumbai in the west, running across the
Hindi Belt, and to Kolkata in the east.
The Financial Express (FE) is published by the Indian Express group since 1961. The
Group also publishes Marathi daily Loksatta, Hindi Daily Jansatta, entertainment weekly
Screen, and weekly Marathi magazine Lokprabha. FE is one of India‘s oldest financial
daily with eleven editions in cities including Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chandigarh,
Chennai, Coimbatore, Delhi, Hyderabad, Kochi, Kolkata, Lucknow, Mumbai, and Pune. It
also has an edition in Gujarati, published in Ahmedabad. The newspaper has offices across
the country and is headquartered in Delhi.
The Economic Times (ET) is the world's second most widely read English-language
business newspaper, after the Wall Street Journal. The Economic Times was published in
1961 by Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd, which also published Times of India. ET is
published simultaneously from 12 cities—Mumbai, Bangalore, Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata,
Lucknow, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Ahmedabad, Nagpur, Chandigarh, and Pune.
Mint is the business newspaper from HT Media Ltd, launched in collaboration with The
Wall Street Journal on 1 February 2007. It is a premium business news publication aimed
at decision-makers and policy14 makers of the country and it is the first newspaper in India
to be published in the Berliner format.
Financial Chronicle (FC) is owned by Deccan Chronicle Holdings Limited, which also
owns Deccan Chronicle, one of the leading English dailies in South India. It is published in
2008.
1.6.3 Writing Business/Economic Stories
Business writing is specialized writing which seems to be always complex. The first
requirement of a business/economic writer is that his/her write-ups should be easily
understandable. Clarity of writing usually follows clarity of thought. So think what you
want to say, then say it as simply as possible. Writing a business report is all about
numbers and figures. You have to be comfortable with numbers and business language
skills.
Here are some tips for writing business and economics story leads;
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Avoid surplus numbers in one sentence or paragraph.
The use of numbers should be restricted to two, but sometimes three if they are simple
concepts to understand. Avoid numbers in the lead. Instead, explain what‘s happening with
the company, or employment, in the lead, and then use the numbers in the second
paragraph to back up what you wrote.
Use shorter sentences.
More than 30 words shouldn‘t be used in the lead of a business story. Always limit your
words.
Always lead with a company, executive, or product.
That strategy forces you to write your lead using an active verb, which results in a direct
sentence, which is easier for the reader to understand.
Never put the time element before the verb in the lead.
The verb tells the reader what the action is. If you tell them when the action happened
before the action has taken place in the sentence, then you just confuse them.
Avoid using names in the lead unless the person is well known.
For example, this works best for the: ―Indra Nooyi, the chief executive officer of PepsiCo.,
resigned Sunday amid disagreements with the board about the future direction of the
company.‖ For everyone else, go with something shorter: ―PepsiCo‘s CEO resigned
Sunday amid disagreements about the future direction of the company.‖
Don’t use “funky” punctuation.
You‘re already asking a reader or listener to pay attention to something that may be
foreign. A semi-colon, additions, or a colon might just confuse them enough to make them
stop reading and find something else to read. For example, don‘t write this: ―The CFO of
Essel mining company resigned from his job Tuesday; the company did not name a
replacement.‖ Instead, go with this: ―The CFO of Essel mining company resigned Tuesday
amid allegations of inflated earnings.‖
You can be the greatest business reporter of all time and find all kinds of amazing facts
about companies or the economy. But unless you know how to put those facts together in a
compelling series of words and sentences, your work will have gone to waste. Business
journalism, like other branches of journalism, is constantly evolving.
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Check Your Progress
1. Define Entertainment News?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
2. Why are sports taking more space in print media?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
3. Write a news item about a sports event in your locality played recently?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
4. Describe different types of business newspapers in India?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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UNIT-2: Parliamentary, Political, Crime, Legal
2.0 Unit Structure
2.1 Learning Objectives
2.2 Parliamentary Reporting
2.4 Elections and Electoral Reforms
2.4.1 Basic Principle of Indian Elections
2.4.2 The Election Commission of India
2.5 Political Reporting and Writing
2.5.1 Coverage under Political Beat
2.5.2 Political News gathering and Sources
2.5.3 Political News Writing
2.6 Reporting Crime
2.6.1 Roles of Crime Reporter
2.6.2 Useful tips for Crime Reporting
2.7 IPC and CrPC
2.8 Legal Reporting
2.8.1 Legal Reporting in India
2.8.2 Basic Knowledge for Legal Reporter
2.8.3 Essential Elements of a Court Story

2.1 Learning Objectives
After completion of this unit the learners will be able to understand;
 Parliamentary Process in India
 Election Process
 Political Reporting
 Crime and Legal Reporting in India

2.2 Parliamentary Reporting
Indian Parliament (including the state legislatures) occupies an important place in the
political system in India. People in India always want to know how the parliament is
functioning. What are the law and bills are passed by the parliament for the welfare of the
people? It is the part of the newspaper to report the parliamentary affairs during the
sessions.
Before reporting parliament news the reporter should understand the Constitution of India
consisting of Lok Sabha(the House of the People) and RajyaSabha (the Council of States).
The LokSabha is consisting of a representative of the people choose through the general
election for 5 years. The maximum strength of the Lok Sabha is 552 members.
The Rajya Sabha consists of a maximum of 250 members. All these seats have been
allocated to various states and Union Territories in the proportion of their population. The
Odisha State Open University

13

representative of each state is elected by members of the Legislative Assemblies (Vidhan
Sabhas) with a voting process.
Parliament and State Legislative assembly become a more important source of news in the
session. The general public wants to know about the policies framed by the parliament.
The activities and debates between the opposition and the ruling party are more interesting
for the readers.
The reporter who is passionate about covering parliament reporting over the years can
write in a flow about parliament proceedings.
Parliamentary Language and proceedings
In the Indian Constitution parliamentary proceedings has to be conducted in Hindi and
English for better functioning.
In addition to the member of the house, every member of the house have the right to speak
and take part in the proceedings of either House(Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha).
Publication of Parliamentary Procedure
Under the constitution of India, all persons connected to the publication of proceedings of
the either House of the Parliament or the Legislature of the State. Under the parliamentary
Proceedings (Protection of Publication) Act, 1977, statutory protection has been accorded
to the publication of the newspaper substantially true reports of any proceedings of either
house of the parliament, provided the reports are for the public good.
There should not be any malicious intent for any publication which hampers the dignity
and reputation of Parliament or State Legislature.
Normally, no restrictions are imposed on reporting the proceedings of the house. But when
the debates of the proceedings of the house or its committees report with mala fide
intention or wilful misrepresentation of suppression of the speeches of any particular
members, it is a breach of privilege and contempt of the house and the offender is liable to
be punished.

2.4 Elections and Electoral Reforms
In India election is conducted most of the time in a year, some elections is being held at
one place or the other in the country. In fact, in any representative democracy elections are
an integral part, and hence, as a political reporter, you will always be busy covering
elections around the year. Also, the Representation of the People Act 1951 has made
specific provisions regarding elections. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has been
entrusted with the task of conducting free and fair elections across the country.
2.4.1 Basic Principles of Indian Elections
Universal Adult Franchise: The Constitution of India has prescribed for the universal
adult franchise, which means that every adult has a right to vote without any discrimination
of caste, colour, religion, or sex. The basic principle of one person one vote is followed.
The voting right is based on the rule of equality which is the foundation of democracy. As
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per the 61st Constitutional Amendment of 1988, the voting age has been reduced from 21
to 18 years which has empowered the youth in the country. In 2019, the number of voters
has increased to approximately 90 crores.
Direct/Indirect Elections: The members of the legislature and the executive are elected
through a well-established process of elections. The system is largely based on direct
elections though some members of legislatures and executive functionaries are also elected
through indirect elections. Direct election is where the electorates cast their votes for
electing their representatives. In an indirect election, however, the elected representatives
cast their votes for electing representatives of the State (RajyaSabha) and executive
functionaries (President/ Vice President)
Central/State/Local Elections: Broadly, elections take place at three levels; Central,
State, and Local (Local Self Government). At the Central level, elections for both the
Houses of Parliament, the President, and the Vice President are conducted; while elections
for State Legislature take place at the State level. At the Local level, elections are
conducted for local self-government i.e. local bodies like Municipal Corporations and
Panchayats. While elections at the Central and the State level are conducted by the
Election Commission of India, elections of local bodies are conducted by the respective
State Election Commissions.
2.4.2 The Election Commission of India
The Election Commission (EC) of India is an autonomous constitutional authority
responsible for administering the election processes in India. It operates under the authority
of the Constitution (Article 324) and the Representation of the People Act 1951.
The Election Commission is empowered to conduct free and fair polls. It has powers under
the Constitution to act appropriately, while the enacted laws make sufficient provisions to
deal with a given situation in the conduct of an election.
Structure of EC: Originally, the Election Commission had only one Commissioner,
designated as the Chief Election Commissioner. Two additional commissioners were
appointed to the Commission for the first time in October 1989, but they had a very short
tenure, ending in January 1990. In 1993 the Commission become a multi-member body.
The concept of a three-member Commission has been in operation since then, with the
decisions being made by a majority vote.
Functions of EC: The basic function of the Election Commission is to conduct the
elections. This involves the following activities:
•
Preparation of electoral lists, their revision, and updating;
•
Issuing Voter Identity Cards to voters;
•
Registration and recognition of political parties;
•
Allotment of election symbols to political parties;
•
Notification of election schedule and polling dates;
•
Acquiring and maintaining the Electronic Voting Machines;
•
Deployment of staff for the conduct of polls;
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supervising the filing and scrutiny of nomination papers;
Preparation of ballot papers for polling;
Planning and setting up polling stations and booths;
Ensuring security arrangements during polls;
Providing opportunity to all eligible voters to cast vote;
Monitoring the counting of votes following polling; and
Declaration of results after polling and counting.

Powers of the EC: Though the Election Commission appears not to have enough powers,
it acquires enormous powers during elections. The administrative machinery comes
directly under the Election Commission as soon as the election schedule is notified in a
state. The DM/Collector of a district assumes the role of District Election Officer during
the election period. The police Chief of the district also reports to the EC during this
period. As per the requirement of the Election Commission, the security forces are made
available for election duties by the Central Government.
Regarding preparation and revision of electoral lists, the job is performed by the assigned
employees of the concerned State Government.
Legal/Ethical Issues: The Election Commission has limited legal powers. It can reject
nomination papers during scrutiny in case of inconsistency with rules. It can even
disqualify a candidate for three years if details of election expenses are not submitted as
stipulated by the Election Commission.
The Election Commission issues a Model Code of Conduct for political parties and
candidates during the election period. This code comes into effect with the announcement
of the election schedule by the Election Commission. However, there have been instances
of violation of the code by various political parties with complaints being received for
misuse of official machinery by the candidates.
The Conduct of Elections
Indian Parliament has two houses, LokSabha (House of the People) and RajyaSabha
(Council of States). The term of LokSabha is five years, and General Election takes place
before the expiry of this term. Every State has a Legislative Assembly called VidhanSabha
(House of the People). Election to this House takes place exactly on the lines of LokSabha.
Demarcation of constituencies: Under Article 82 of the Constitution, the Parliament enacts
a Delimitation Act after every census. The election Commission demarcates parliamentary
constituencies all across the country, and one member is declared elected from each
constituency. The demarcation of a constituency depends upon the population of that
geographical region, and the process is undertaken by constituting a Delimitation
Commission.
The present delimitation of constituencies has been done based on 2001 Census figures
under the provisions of the Delimitation Act, 2002. Notwithstanding the above, the
Constitution of India was specifically amended in 2002 not to have delimitation of
constituencies till the first Census after 2026. Thus, the present Constituencies carved out
based on the 2001 census shall continue to be in operation till the first census after 2026.
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Indirect Election: Indirect election takes place for RajyaSabha. This upper house has a
maximum strength of 250 members, of these 238 members are to be elected for a six-year
term, with one-third retiring every two years. 12 members are to be nominated by the
President of India. The members are indirectly elected, this being achieved by the votes of
legislators in the State(s) and Union Territories.
The elected members are chosen under the system of proportional representation utilizing a
single transferable vote. The twelve nominated members are usually an eclectic mix of
eminent artists (including actors), scientists, jurists, sportspersons, journalists, and social
workers.
Some States in India have a two-tier legislature. The other house is named Vidhan Parishad
(Legislative Council). Members of this house are also chosen through a proportional
representation system using a single transferable vote.
The President of India is also elected indirectly. Members of Parliament and members of
State Legislatures cast their votes in this election under the system of proportional
representation.
Local Elections: State Election Commissions have been set up for conducting elections to
local bodies as per Article 243K of the Constitution. This provision has been made through
the Constitutional (73rd Amendment) Act, passed in 1992, and implemented in 1993.
Local bodies include Nagar Nigam, Nagar Mahapalika, Nagar Palika, Zila Parishad,
District Panchayat, Gram Panchayat, etc.
Electoral Reforms
Our electoral process has been suffering from many problems right from the beginning.
Hence, a process of electoral reforms was set in motion in the 1990s. A law regarding the
registration process for political parties was enacted in 1989. During the tenure of CEC T.
N. Sheshan, reforms got a boost, and photo I- Cards were issued to voters, a system of
revision of electoral lists was put in motion, and legal limits were fixed on the amount of
money which a candidate can spend during election campaigns. This limit fixed differently
for LokSabha and VidhanSabha, is periodically revised, and monitored by the Election
Observers appointed by the Commission in every constituency.
The Commission takes details of the candidate‘s assets on an affidavit at the time of
submitting the nomination paper. They are also required to give details of their expenditure
within 30 days of the declaration of results. The campaign period has also been reduced by
the Commission from 21 to 14 days for LokSabha and Assembly elections to cut down the
election expenditure. Option of NOTA (none of the above) has also been introduced in
2013. The Commission can issue an order for the prohibition of publication and
dissemination of results of opinion polls and exit polls to prevent influencing the voting
trends.
However, the issue of paid news is mushrooming and other issues such as funding of
political parties, state funding of elections, compulsory voting, right to recall, simultaneous
election to LokSabha, and all VidhanSabhas are issues that are yet to be resolved.
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2.5 Political Reporting and Writing
In newspapers, the reporting network comprises reporting broadly at three levels; City,
State Capital, and National Capital. Here, the city reporting or local reporting is referred to
as reporting from the city from where the newspaper edition is published. It is substituted
by metro reporting in the case of reporting from metropolitan cities (if the newspaper is
published from a metropolitan area). Every newspaper (from whichever city it is
published) has a reporting set up in the state capital and the national capital. This reporting
set up is called bureau.
2.5.1 Coverage under Political Beat
There are different beats distributed to reporters in the City Reporting Room, the State
Bureau, and the National Bureau. However, the political beat is common at all three levels,
though the range of coverage differs. A political reporter in the local reporting room covers
political activities happening in that particular city; while a reporter in the State Bureau
covers political activities having wider reach including affairs related to the State
Government. A reporter in the National Bureau covers national and international level
politics including affairs related to the central government.
Let us have a look at what is covered by a political reporter in a city:
• District and City level units of political parties: meetings, programs, and political
activities on the street.
• Politicians, MLAs, and MPs: activities and statements of local politicians that
include politicians who would have been elected to the State Legislature and the
Parliament.
• Senior leaders and ministers: visits of the city by state and national level leaders of
political parties, ministers of State/Central Government, Chief Minister, Prime
Minister, and President.
The political reporter posted in the State Bureau covers the following activities:
• State Units of political parties: meetings, programs, and other political activities
either in the state capital or all across the state
• State Legislature: Sessions of Legislative Assembly/Council; activities of MLAs/
MLCs
• State Government: functioning of the State Government, Chief Minister, and
Governor
• Central Government Ministers: visits of the State capital by the Prime Minister, other
Ministers and the President Political reporter posted in the National Bureau covers
the following activities:
• National Units of political parties: meetings, programs, and other political activities
either in the national capital or all across the country
• Parliament: sessions of LokSabha/RajyaSabha, and the activities of MPs inside or
outside Parliament
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•

Central Government: functioning of the Central Government, Prime Minister, and
the President

Center-state relations: issues between the Centre and the State, particularly related to
governance and policy matters
• International relations: visits of head of states or other senior leaders from foreign
countries, and agreements or pacts signed by leaders of respective countries
• International conferences and international events in India
2.5.2 Political News gathering and Sources
In political newsgathering, reporters prefer to do field reporting or spot coverage. This
includes reporting the sessions of legislatures, public meetings, speeches by political
leaders, demonstrations and rallies, election campaigning and polling, counting and
election results, conventions, and meetings of the parties. On-the-spot interviews of
political leaders or bites collected from them are considered an important assignment for
political reporters.
Thus, a political reporter has to do a lot of running around. S/he has to follow a hectic
schedule, and his/her job appears quite taxing. Mobility and connectivity are essential
attributes of political reporters.
Political reporters depend on official sources to a great extent. Press releases issued by
political parties and statements issued by their leaders provide significant input for writing
news reports. Political reporters never miss the press briefings of political parties and the
press conferences organized by ministers and other political leaders. On many occasions,
reporters are briefed about the outcome of some party meetings. In the wake of political
controversies, political reporters wait for the official version issued by the concerned party.
However, political reporters will not be able to have an edge unless they develop some
confidential sources. These sources are mainly the insiders who give vital input to
reporters. Such sources include dissenting leaders or political opponents. Political reporters
need to cultivate confidential sources and should be prepared to protect their identity.
Mutual trust is a must between a political reporter and his/her source.
2.5.3 Political News Writing
In political news writing, the same inverted pyramid news structure is adopted which you
would have already gone through. Here, the most important information or fact comes first,
followed by the less important information, continued by some extra information, and
followed by the least important facts. In writing the lead of political news reports, the same
5 Ws and I H formula is applied.
Writing Speeches/Press Conferences/Interviews: A political reporter is mostly found
writing stories on speeches, press conferences, or briefings and interviews. These news
stories have a common element; they are one-source stories. Such stories are a collection
of direct and indirect quotations from the source.
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Speeches assume more significance if made by prominent political leaders and government
functionaries. A reporter requires considerable skill to report a 5000- word speech in 300
words, and still give the reader an accurate report of what was said. The task becomes
further difficult in the case of really lengthy speeches.
All speeches, whether formal addresses on special occasions or impromptu remarks during
an unstructured gathering are handled very much alike. The reporter must consider the
following three elements:
•
The speaker
•
The audience
•
The speech
A fourth consideration is a possible interpretation that any of the three elements may need.
The proportion of the story to be devoted to each element varies with the comparative
importance of each, but no story is complete without all three.
The speaker should be properly identified in the lead. Sometimes this can be done with a
title or a short sentence. The reader needs to know who the speaker is and why his or her
statements are worth quoting. Even a description of the
The audience should also be described. How many people were there? Who were they?
Why did they meet? The reporter needs to answer these questions in the news report. The
names of persons in the audience need not be given unless it would be of interest to the
reader to know the names of a few of the more prominent ones; but the reporter should tell
whether they are bankers, teachers, doctors, engineers, farmers or party workers. Audience
reaction is also worth noting.
A speech is the most important of the three elements. What was the most important thing
said by the speaker should be the first question that a reporter should ask himself while
sitting down to write the story? However, two reporters, covering the same speech may not
agree on what the most important thing was said. That is why the news reports on the same
speech are published with different prominences in different newspapers.

In press conferences and interviews, only two elements, the speaker and the speech are
considered important. Mostly, a political reporter writes the story in his/her language and
expression while taking care that the meaning of the statements made by the speaker does
not change. Wherever required, the reporter decides to keep the statements in quotes.
Though direct quotations tend to add emphasis, the reporter should avoid quoting routine,
obvious or minor points from the speech or statements made by the speaker.
Meetings and special events: News stories based on meetings, conferences, conventions,
and other political events form a major chunk of political reporting. There are so many
meetings held by political parties every other day, but all of them are not worth reporting.
There is no news value in the simple fact that a meeting or event has happened. A reporter
should cover and write a story only when s/he is certain that the readers are interested in
knowing about that meeting.
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While writing a news report based on a meeting or an event, the reporter has to provide
answers to readers on the following questions:
Who attended the meeting?
Whether prominent leaders of the party showed up or not?
What was the outcome of the meeting?
Whether the decisions taken in the meeting will make some impact or not?
Types of Meeting Stories: By now you would have understood that merely writing a news
report based on a political meeting is not enough. A political reporter should also look into
two more aspects of a meeting report i.e. Advance and Follow up.
Most political parties rely on newspapers for publicizing their meetings through a news
report published in advance. The information required for writing such a news story
includes the name of the party (if it is a breakaway faction), the agenda of the meeting,
names of leaders addressing or attending the meeting, time, date, and place of the meeting.
The more the reporter knows about the party and its leaders and the recent developments,
the easier it will be for him to write an informative and interesting advanced story.
The job of a political reporter does not finish after a meeting would have taken place and it
has been reported in newspapers. The reporter has to keep track of the developments, if
any, after the details/outcome/decisions of the meeting have been made public through
news reports. The outcome of a meeting might be having far-reaching consequences, and
hence, a political reporter should always be vigilant on this count.

2.6 Reporting Crime
‗Crime‘ is one of the most important beats in the field of journalism. It is one of the three
Cs of media (Crime, Cricket, and Cinema). And these three Cs have become major sources
of revenue for media organizations. National freedom and nation-building were the main
objectives of journalism before independence. But in modern journalism, the importance of
crime, cricket and cinema is constantly increasing. Crime news has become one of the
most read and sold items. Hence, covering crime is an important responsibility for
journalists
Collecting information, facts-figures, photographs, and videos of crime incidents from
ground zero, and writing, editing, and presenting them in the news form on different media
is called crime reporting.
2.6.1 Roles of Crime Reporter
As we discussed, ‗Crime‘ is one of the most important beats of journalism. Crime reporting
is required for society. Now, we‘ll discuss the important roles of crime reporting.
To create awareness: Reporting crime is required to make the people aware of different
types of crime, criminals, and their modus operandi. Many crime news stories inform us
about the threats of different criminal gangs active in a particular area.
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To inform - Many a times crime news inform us about what to do what not to do. For
example, if a crime story tells about the Delhi Police‘s campaign of checking pollution
certificates and fining the violators, it‘ll inform the citizens of Delhi in advance so that they
can check their vehicles‘ pollution certificates and follow the rules to avoid paying penalty.
To motivate- Sometimes crime news motivates the public to become sensitive to crime
and related social issues. Recall the incident of gang rape in 2012 in South Delhi.
Reporting of this incident had created a mass movement that made the common people
sensitive to horrible and violent crimes against women.
To expose: Crime reports expose the criminal elements of society and those who want to
keep information secret. In this situation, investigation plays a major role in reporting
crime. In many cases, police, bureaucrats, politicians, etc. want to hide several information
and this is where the role of crime reporter starts.
Crime reporting is more important for society, police, and media organization. But for
media, crime may be classified into the subject, area, and importance.
Types of Crime Reporting
Crimes may be segregated into the activity like theft, robbery, murder, abuse, pornography,
rape, domestic violence, illegal drug consumption, extortion, sexual assault, prostitution,
money laundering, human trafficking, terror attack, cyber crime, and many more. Crime is
treated as accidental reporting like a road accident, train accident, factory accident, animal
bite, natural disaster.
Sources of Crime Reporting
There are several sources of crime reporting which is vital for a crime reporter. Some are
official and some are unofficial but both are effective for crime reporters.
Official sources such as Police press conference/ briefing, police station, police diary/ Fir
copy, Hospital, Court, Lawers, Human Rights Commissions, CBI, NIA, etc.
Unofficial sources like victims, eye witness, accused, offenders, other reporters, informers
may be reliable for the crime reporter.
Eligibility of Crime Reporter
Qualifications are necessary for a crime reporter to be a qualitative report on crime. The
crime reporter should obtain knowledge in legal reporting and background of journalism.
If we look after the qualities of a crime reporter, S/he should have an idea of the news
scene, investigative skills, curiosity, analytical ability, courage, presence of mind,
knowledge in the court system and functioning of police as well as knowledge of IPC,
CrPC and other laws.
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2.6.2 Useful tips for Crime Reporting
 Crime reporters should not rely blindly on information, stories, evidence provided
by the police. While the police diary is the first step towards investigating any
crime incident, but the report should not be dependent solely on it.
 Careful examination of facts and evidence, and inclusion of all aspects or parties
make the crime news credible. Always try to establish the truth. Don‘t believe
anyone blindly, investigate the facts yourself.
 Be objective and don‘t include your personal views in your report.
 Continuous follow-up of the police investigation of any crime incident is necessary
to provide updated reports.
 Don‘t sensationalize crime incidents in news reports. Crime incident itself is a
sensational matter.
 Don‘t behave like police or court. The media only have to inform the public about
the crime objectively. Do not try to give a decision before the court delivers its
judgment. Media trial must be avoided and don‘t present the accused as guilty
before the court‘s verdict is out.
 You may face pressure coming from different influential parties but always try to
be objective.
 Competition to break any exclusive news is good but it should not be done
carelessly. Check and verify the information before delivering the report.
 Information should be kept as information only. The glorification of information is
always fatal. Don‘t exaggerate the crime stories.
 Use simple and clear language for crime reports.
 When covering the occurrence of any crime, the reporter must take into account
social interests as well as personal interests. Do not hurt the feelings of victims or
innocent people.
 The reporter should respect the rights of both the victims and the accused.
 Try to strengthen the network of your sources. A crime reporter‘s life is nothing
without reliable sources.

2.7 IPC and CrPC
IPC or Indian Penal Code is the official criminal code of our country. It is a comprehensive
code that covers all main aspects of criminal law. On the other hand, CrPC or the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) is the key legislation on procedure for administration of
substantive criminal law in India. If you want to become a good crime reporter, you must
have good knowledge of both the IPC and CrPC. Here, some important sections of IPC
have been given for you.
Indian Panel Code (IPC): Some important sections Section
120B Criminal conspiracy to commit an offense
124A Sedition
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143
148
171E
255
302
304
304A
304B
307
308
309
323
324
325
363
364
364A
376
377
378
383
390
391
396
406
415
417
447
463
465
498A
499
503
504
509
510

A member of unlawful assembly
Rioting with deadly weapons
Punishment for bribery
Counterfeiting a government stamp
Murder
Culpable Homicide
Causing death by rash or negligent act
Dowry Death
Attempt to murder
Attempt to commit culpable homicide
Attempt to commit suicide
Voluntarily causing hurt
Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons
Voluntarily causing grievous hurt
Kidnapping
Kidnapping or abducting to murder
Kidnapping for ransom, etc
Rape
Unnatural offenses
Theft
Extortion
Robbery
Dacoity
Murder with dacoity
Criminal breach of trust
Cheating
Punishment for cheating
Criminal trespass
Forgery
Punishment for forgery
Cruelty on women (Domestic violence)
Defamation
Criminal intimidation
Intentional insults with intent to provoke breach of the peace
Word, gesture, or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman
Misconduct in public by a drunken person

2.8 Legal Reporting
Legal reporting for journalism and mass communication primarily means reporting court
cases. Almost every case that comes before the courts involves human interest. Murders
and rapes, thefts and burglaries, scams and broken promises are news because they involve
human interest. Every one of these stories if written properly is of human interest. On the
other hand, they inform readers about the workings of the courts.
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We could find three main reasons why media report court cases: to satisfy people‘s hunger
for knowledge as to what is going on in the courts; how important cases are progressing
there; and to maintain public confidence in the law of the land.
Legal reporting is an art that is learned, cultivated, and developed by spending time in
courts watching cases, writing them up day after day, and improving by practice. It is the
reporter who finds out the interesting and newsworthy content from the routine normal
events in the courts and converts them into readable news reports. A good court reporter
will always produce something readable and newsworthy.
2.8.1 Legal Reporting in India
If you go through the old files of newspapers, you will find that the volume of court
reporting has increased tremendously over the last thirty years or so. One of the reasons for
the increase may be that the courts are now getting more active in the field of social justice.
Public interest litigations are also increasing. Many vital reforms in our election system
have occurred in recent years, because of the decisions of the Supreme Court of India.
Indian courts are also opening themselves for recording and broadcasting gradually. In
September 2018, the Supreme Court of India has allowed live-streaming of court
proceedings of cases of constitutional importance. Apart from this, courts have been using
video conference facilities for their proceedings.
The argument in favor of televising court proceedings is that it will create more
transparency. The arguments against it are that media glare might create nervousness to
some of the people who come forward to give evidence in the court; it might also make
court proceedings more dramatic; and also, it could create a sort of media pressure on
judges.
Court Beat
For any media house, it is not possible to keep one court reporter in every court. They
simply do not have adequate resources to cover all the courts in their main circulation area.
Moreover, newspapers, as well as broadcast media neither, have the time nor the space to
cover everything that happens in the courts. They cover only those stories in which their
readers or viewers are interested.
There are only a few big newspapers in India that have full-time reporters appointed
exclusively for their court beat. These reporters generally have an adequate legal
background. Other newspapers mostly hire stringers to cover court stories. Many of the
stringers are professional advocates. Mofussil correspondents, who are mostly part-timers,
also cover court stories in their respective areas. These part-timers come from teaching,
law, and other professions. A newspaper that does not have a full-time legal reporter may
send its regular staff correspondent to cover an important court story.
While reporting court stories the emphasis of the news media is on criminal courts, High
Courts, and the Supreme Court. It has been observed that media are less interested in
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covering civil courts. One of the reasons for this lack of interest may be that people, in
general, are more interested in criminal stories than news stories related to civil suits.
2.8.2 Basic Knowledge for Legal Reporter
The first and foremost thing that every legal or court reporter in India should know, is the
hierarchy of courts in the country. The Supreme Court of India is the top most court in the
country. High Courts come next to the Supreme Court.
Depending on the size, history, convenience of the states, some of the High Courts have
more benches in other cities in addition to their principal seats. For example, in Uttar
Pradesh, the main High Court is in Allahabad whereas Lucknow has a bench of Allahabad
High Court. Similarly, the Bombay High Court has benches in Nagpur, Aurangabad, and
Panaji. On the other hand, Punjab and Haryana states have a common High Court situated
in Chandigarh.
District and sessions courts are subordinate to respective High Courts. District courts
primarily deal with civil cases, whereas sessions courts essentially try criminal cases.
There are special courts: CBI courts, fast track courts, etc. which are constituted to deal
with matters supposed to be very important for public life.
And then there are many other courts and tribunals. Such as the labor courts, family courts,
accident claim tribunals, administrative tribunals, income tax appellate tribunals, debt
recovery tribunals, customs, excise and service tax appellate tribunals, company law board,
Lok Adalat, and so on.
News Sources for Legal Reporters
Much of a reporter‘s success in the coverage of the courts depends on one‘s contacts and
sources, and one‘s ability to gain access quickly to the records. For a reporter, the key
person in a court is the clerk of the court. A court clerk prepares and keeps the records.
S/he can make available copies of the transcript for a fee. Court reporting involves the
diligent checking of records. The reporter should also have good contacts with the lawyers.
The reporter must also ensure impartial reportage of the court‘s proceedings.
It is not unusual for the parties and lawyers to approach a journalist and present their case
afresh. A young reporter should always try to seek some impartial legal source, usually a
friendly lawyer, to learn what moves are likely to be made.
A legal reporter should have adequate knowledge of different stages of civil or criminal
proceedings. One should also know where an appeal can lie from the court one is
reporting. When a reporter is assigned to cover a major trial, the first thing one should
make sure that s/he has a seat in the courtroom from where s/ he could hear the
proceedings. Usually, in very important cases the court rooms become crowded with
people.
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A reporter of a morning newspaper mostly does not face many problems in filing a court
story, as one usually files the stories after the court retries for the day. However, for an
evening paper or news agencies or television or news websites, the stories must be filed
immediately.
Coverage of a Trial
While taking notes in trial coverage the reporter needs to have a sixth sense. Guided by this
news sense, s/he could begin to take notes of important dates. When a reporter misses an
important point, one can always regain lost ground during the recess by consulting his/her
colleagues in the court, or the court stenographer.
2.8.3 Essential Elements of a Court Story
The following information should be carried in each court story:
1. The names, addresses, and places of origin of all defendants (plus ages, if necessary).
The precise address details will vary from one newspaper to another. For example,
some newspapers like to give the address accurate to the house number in the street
whereas others – perhaps national newspapers
– may only name the town or village.
2. The offenses they are charged with.
3. The plea of each defendant to each charge - guilty or not guilty.
4. The name of the court where the case is being heard.
In addition to the above, you should give the following information if possible:
1. The name of the judge or magistrate hearing the case. This is very much necessary,
particularly while reporting the verdict or sentence
2. The names of the prosecution and defense lawyers. You must also give the names
and other details of all witnesses whose evidence you quote in your report.
3. The remaining report will be an account of the day‘s proceedings, quoting what was
said by those who spoke - lawyers, the judge, and witnesses.
There are some differences in court reporting for newspapers, online, television, and radio.
Court reports for radio and television cannot be as long as court reports in newspapers and
online platforms. Therefore television and radio give fewer details, to concentrate on the
main story.
The most important precaution necessary for a court reporter is that s/he should not violate
the provisions of the Contempt of Courts Act 1971.
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Contempt can be a civil or criminal offense.
Civil Contempt
Civil contempt means wilful disobedience to any judgment, decree, direction, order, or
another process of a court, or wilful breach of an undertaking given by a person to a court.
There will be no civil contempt where there is ignorance of the order of a court leading to
an unintentional breach.
Criminal Contempt
Criminal contempt mainly means publication of any matter, or the doing of any other act,
which (i) scandalizes or lowers the authority of any court; or (ii) prejudices or interferes
with the due course of judicial proceedings.
Scandalizing the Court
Under the law, publication of matter which creates doubts about the ability or fairness of a
judge of a court is prohibited. A newspaper should not impute improper motives to a judge.
In 1971, in the case of Daphtary vs. Gupta, the Supreme Court decided that to express an
opinion that a judge ―toes the line‖ of another is contempt. Similarly, the expression that a
judge pronounces his judgment under the influence of liquor or lure of wealth is also
contempt.
Trial by Media
In his article ‗Media: An International Perspective‘ published in The Practical Lawyer
Justice R.S. Chauhan has said, ―Pre-trial publicity is injurious to the health of a fair trial.
Even before the accused is arrested and tried, the cacophony of media proclaims the
accused to be guilty. It may project irrelevant and inadmissible evidence as to the gospel
truth, thereby convincing the people about the guilt of the accused. It, thus, undermines the
fundamental principle of common law that every man is presumed to be innocent till
proven guilty.‖
Court reporting prejudicing fair trial may be of various forms. It is contempt (i) if a
newspaper report deters a person from giving witness in a court; (ii) if the report offers
threats or is written in abusive language compelling a party to discontinue the court
proceedings; and (iii) if the report discusses the merits of a case pending in court.
Journalistic Defences
According to Sec. 5 of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 a person shall not be guilty of
contempt of court for publishing any ―fair comment‖ on the merits of any case which has
been ―heard and finally decided‖.
Now two questions arise. What is ―fair comment‖ and what is meant by ―heard and finally
decided?‖
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Fair Comments
There is no single formula to decide the fairness of a comment. The matter depends on the
facts and circumstances of each case. To comment on the correctness of a judicial decision,
whether on law or facts, is not contempt. Similarly, to point out inequality of sentences in
two different cases of the same nature is also not contempt. However, while commenting
on the merits of a case if improper motives are imputed to the judge, then the comment
ceases to be fair. Similarly, to express that the judgment was arbitrary or the judge was
incompetent is also contempt.
Heard and Finally Decided
Fair comments on the merits of a case can be made when it is heard and finally decided. A
case cannot be said to have been finally decided until the period of limitation for filing an
appeal has expired. Where an appeal or revision has been filed, the comments on the merits
of the case should not be published until the appeal is finally decided. P.M. Bakshi states in
his book Press Law that in practice no one waits for the expiry of the limitation period.
Ignorance of Pendency
If a court story interferes with the course of justice, but its reporter had no reasonable
ground to assume that the proceedings were pending, then one will not be guilty of
contempt of court. Before the enactment of the Contempt of Court Act, 1971, ignorance of
pendency was not a defense or excuse.
Fair and Accurate Report
According to Section 4 of the Contempt of Court Act, 1971, a fair and accurate report of
the court proceedings is lawful. However, a report will be contemptuous if it has been
prohibited by the court or is forbidden by any law.
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Check Your Progress
1. Do you justify trial by media? Why / Why not?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
2. A legal reporter should preferably have a law degree. Justify.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
3. Mention at least three crime reports that you read recently. Are you satisfied with
their reporting style?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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UNIT-3 Health, Education, Science
3.0 Unit Structure
3.1 Learning Objective
3.2 Introduction
3.3 Health Reporting
3.4 Health Reporting in India
3.5 Challenges for Health Reporters
3.6 Education Reporting
3.7 Writing Story on Education
3.8 Science Journalism
3.8.1 Challenges for Science journalist
3.8.1 Basics of reporting Science
Check Your Progress

3.1 Learning Objectives
The objective of this unit is to understand different beat reporting:
 Health Reporting
 Education Reporting
 Reporting on Science

3.2 Introduction
Reporting on Health, Education, Science beat is more complex. It requires in-depth
knowledge, research, and sensitivity. In this unit, we shall learn about the basics of health
reporting and the state of health reporting in India. We shall also touch upon the various
aspects of reporting health, the many types of health reporting, and the interlinking of
various issues to health. We will also be discussing some basic medical terms that are
commonly used and some common mistakes committed while reporting health.

3.3 Health Reporting
India is the only country where the majority of the population spends a major part of their
earnings on illness. The entire family's savings are spent in hospital and treatment.
Reporting health may at the first glance appear like a simple thing to do. But a closer look
would reveal the vastness and depth of this subject. When you are covering health-related
news, you will be disseminating information that will not just affect the general public but
also medical professionals and even the government. Health is a very significant part of
government policymaking and policymakers often depend on the information they receive
from professional media persons. So the information being given has to be precise, correct,
sensitive, and reliable. There is very little scope of carelessness while reporting health.
There is a vast amount of health-related information in the public domain and not all of it
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is reliable. A lot of this information could be speculative and incorrect. A health reporter
must be both sensitive and objective in approach and never give in to the temptation of
sensationalism.
Health reporting can be of varied types with different aspects to be covered such as:
•
Public and Community Health
•
Disease Outbreaks
•
Health Policy
•
Business
•
Health Infrastructure
•
Corruption and Ethical matters
•
Consumer health
•
Drugs and Diseases
•
Factors affecting health

3.4 Health Reporting in India
Health is a controversial issue in India. With a population of over 1 billion people,
widespread poverty, and lack of adequate infrastructure, health-related issues/ problems are
widespread. While there are countless opportunities for journalists in the field of health,
the standard of reporting is often poor. Faced with a time constraint, most journalists are in
a hurry to file the story which gives them little time to do proper research. The lack of a
comprehensive understanding of the issue prevents them from covering the news in a
relevant manner. There are very few specialized courses in the field of medical journalism
to educate and sensitize aspiring reporters. Poor research inevitably leads to the
transmission of wrong information to the public which in the case of health is extremely
dangerous. The skill and knowledge gaps and lack of objectivity are plaguing medical
journalism in India. Health despite its immense significance doesn‘t seem to be a priority
beat for journalists in India. Few journalists specialize in health reporting. Mostly it is
taken up when a pressing public health issue like a disease outbreak comes to the fore.
Heath reporting in India hasn‘t been able to develop as a full-fledged beat. The need of the
hour is to understand the importance of health as a subject and to greatly expand the
horizon of health reporting.
Things to Know Before Starting Health Reporting
Reporting health cannot be approached casually. Usually, for a novice treading in this
field, things will seem very complex to understand. Without a proper understanding of the
issue, no reporter can convert the information into an understandable one for the audience.
The reproduction of information has to be in a palatable form that is easy to grasp for
readers who have no or little understanding of health-related issues and terms. Before you
start reporting health, you must make sure that you develop a clear understanding of the
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functioning of the health setup. You must also acquaint yourself with the various terms and
procedures that are mentioned or used commonly. Be careful not to take anything for
granted and make sure you double-check the information provided to you.
Reporting on Disease Outbreaks
Disease outbreaks are the most common form of health reporting in the Indian scenario.
Since during an outbreak, the general atmosphere is of anxiety and panic, the reporter must
take care not to have an element of sensationalism or drama in the report. Disease
outbreaks especially during the initial period make important news because there is a
general sense of eagerness among the public to gather maximum information. In case the
disease is new or lesser-known, the research aspect also comes into play and gives the
journalists a good opportunity to make the coverage comprehensive and informative. News
related to disease outbreaks must be reported in a very responsible manner that the facts
provided are not ambiguous or incorrect. Scientific and social perspective has to be
combined to make the news relevant in a broader sense.
The COVID-19 pandemic has led to dramatic human loss and unpredictable challenges to
the public health system. People have come to know about words like lock-down, shutdown, quarantine, social distancing, and containment zone. The whole world is bound to
take precautions like hand washing and hand sanitization to keep itself safe from this
pandemic. Govt. restricted freedom of mobility of people and vehicles except for a medical
or clinical emergency. Each of us has observed the panic and fear of death. Media faced
the challenges to give the actual reports within the restrictions of Govt. News related to
health issues and covid-19 symptoms are regularly delivered as health campaigns.
Ministry of health and family welfare and WHO (World Health Organisation) alerted every
citizen about the precautions to be taken during the pandemic.
Things to keep in mind while reporting disease outbreaks:

Information provided needs to be precise without ambiguity

Important questions to ask during the initial stages of disease include
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What are the major symptoms of the disease?
When is it important to see a doctor?
What is the nature of the disease and cause?
How is the path being transmitted?
Who is at risk?
What are the precautions to be taken?
What are the short-term and long-term effects of the disease?
What environmental factors are affecting the outbreak?
Facility of treatment.

The answers to these questions must be sought through relevant and reliable sources.
Medical experts from recognized institutions, renowned medical practitioners, drug and
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vaccine companies, scientists, health workers will provide genuine and precise
information.
Different environmental factors can affect the rate or extent of an outbreak. This allows the
journalist to provide a wider focus to the story.
If the disease is new or there is little information about the outbreak, it is best not to give
predictions based on assumptions and wait for researchers and scientists to provide definite
information and details.
The course of the outbreak should also be noted. Precautionary measures should be
repeatedly stressed.
Post the outbreak, there should be time for retrospection and lessons learned.
Reporting on Lifestyle Diseases
Lifestyle diseases are diseases related to the way people live their lives. The way of life has
changed considerably and the effect on health has begun to show. Smoking, drinking, drug
abuse, sedentary lifestyle, unhealthy eating are some of the major causes of lifestyle
diseases. The most common lifestyle diseases are heart-related, along with obesity,
diabetes, and liver issues. Asthma, stroke, depression, osteoporosis are other diseases that
can be categorized as lifestyle diseases. Diseases due to air pollution have also become
important later. Lifestyle diseases hold relevance in the modern-day for the enormous
implications they have. Different categories of lifestyle diseases are affecting different
economic and social strata of the society. Reporting lifestyle diseases will require the
journalist to broaden his/her horizon and look at the interlinked multidimensional aspects.
These diseases are a huge burden on the economy and also drain the demographic
dividend. When reporting lifestyle disease, there must be clear stress on the causal factors,
to raise awareness among people and to help them make better and healthier life choices.
Reporting on Sexual Assault
Reporting on sexual assault demands special consideration and sensitivity. The criminal
aspect of it will be left to crime reporters but sexual assault can have several health
implications including psychological scarring. Reporting the health aspect of sexual
violence will require the reporter to work closely with the medical team taking care of the
victim. No other branch of health reporting will require the journalist to be this careful and
sensitive in reporting. The victim needs to be given a lot of space and time and be allowed
to tell the story their way. A lot of ethical considerations have to be kept in mind while
reporting sexual violence. Care must be taken to give out no personal and private details of
the victim and her family until the victim wants to be publicly named. No comment must
be made about the character, habits, clothing, or nature of the victim which might lead to
victim-blaming in any sense. It is of paramount importance to keep the welfare of the
victim above everything else. The story must never compromise on the safety of the
survivor. The health report related to sexual violence should be so framed that it raises the
awareness level of the people while realizing the ethical implication. In case of assault on
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minors, the story should stress ways to prevent such incidences from happening, asking
parents and guardians to make sure that children realize the difference between ‗good
touch‘ and ‗bad touch‘. The story should never carry a judgemental tone and be objective,
yet sensitive.
Reporting on Mental Health
Mental health is a subject that has only recently started gathering prominence in the field
of health reporting and otherwise. People are becoming increasingly aware and sensitive
about the broad spectrum of mental illness and its effects on the suffering individual.
Gradually the stigma has also begun to recede. A lot of it can be attributed to the positive
handling of the issue by the media as the media has a very significant role in shaping
public opinion. Even the most conservative estimates suggest that at least 5 percent of the
population suffers from some form of mental illness and this would roughly translate into
50 million people. And yet the focus on mental health is almost negligible and is limited to
sensational cases being linked to violence or death. Mental health can range from mild
depression to psychosis. One must take care to report mental health issues with
consideration and sensitivity. In case the mental illness is not relevant to the story being
reported, it should not be mentioned. When reporting on a mental health condition, make
sure to get your facts verified. It is best to seek the help of a qualified medical professional
rather than relying on hearsay. One must also take great care in using the right language.
The focus should be on the person and the story must be framed in such a way as to
remove the stigma around the mental illness. When reporting the story of a person with
mental illness, the reporter must keep in mind that the illness is a part of the person‘s life
and not their defining character. Be specific in stating the type of mental illness rather than
just pushing all kinds of mental issues under a broad category. Words like ‗mentally ill‘,
‗abuse‘, and ‗suffering‘ should be avoided.

3.5 Challenges for Health Reporters
1.

Lack of in-depth understanding of the issue - Journalists learn on the job and the
time constraint prevents them from doing properly in-depth research on the subject.
The pressure to file the story in a hurry may prevent the reporter from understanding
all its aspects completely. Too many medical terms also make the story difficult to
understand. Since the reporter has to act as a mediator between the medical
professional and layman, his understanding of the issue is of prime importance. Until
he understands the subject completely, he will not be able to simplify it to a palatable
form for the reader.
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2.

3.

Lack of Data- There is a dearth of adequate research and health-related data in India
for journalists to refer to. As mentioned above, the time constraint and pressure to
file the story do not give the reporter enough time to do the research himself, and nor
does he have the expertise. The scarcity of correct data greatly delays the work of a
reporter. He has to rely on the data provided by the government, which might be
incorrect or outdated. Without a reliable date, it is difficult to lend credibility to the
story.
Uncooperative officials- Officials in the government or hospitals are sometimes
apprehensive of sharing facts with reporters or allowing them access to data.
Inefficient officials may also prove to be a hindrance in reporting.

4.

Unwillingness of patients to talk about the diseases that affect them, often
fearing stigma- There might be a general perception that reporters disregard the
privacy of the patients and may divulge details that may jeopardize the image of the
individual in public. Journalists need to be sensitive in such cases and gradually
develop a rapport with the patients and their families. It would be easier for the
patients to talk if they trust the reporter.

5.

Limited news sources- News sources for health reporters are limited to hospitals,
medical professionals, government agencies, and health-related organisations.

3.6 Education Reporting
Education beat encompasses within it a wide spectrum of subjects. Primary education,
secondary education, college education, vocational education, minority education, special
education, government policies on education, all would fall under the wide umbrella of
education. With time, the inclusion of areas such as homeschooling, non-profit
organizations working for education, education reform, and education technology has led
to the broadening of this field. Education has social and economic and even political
implications and hence requires due attention from reporters and journalists. Education
reporters have to inform the public about all aspects of education and at all levels, local,
state, and national. Education reporting needs to be done with responsible, informed and
balanced manner. Education provides adequate facts and statistics to back up the
arguments that the reporter provides.
Sources of Education Beats
For education reporters, teachers or education professionals are usually the most reliable
source of information. News releases, conferences on education, and public relations
professionals are also tapped as news sources. For political and policy aspects, usually, the
government agency at the state or central level is contacted. For social aspects, non-profit
organizations and institutions particularly dedicated to education may prove to be worthy
news sources. Reporters today, also keep a tab on social media to get new ideas and feel
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the pulse of the public about a certain issue. They can also get in touch with students or
parents to get feedback, opinions, and suggestions. Academic researchers and think tanks
can also provide very valuable insight into education and related issues. Apart from being
sources of news, they can also lead to new story ideas.
Provisions of Reporting Education
To be able to be a good education reporter one must cultivate patience and discipline. You
must be able to perceive an issue from different points of view to be able to write a
balanced story. Education reporting would require a lot of research to be done before the
actual story can be written. Statistics also play a crucial part in education reporting. Often,
to present a compelling story, you will have to back up your argument with convincing
data and statistics like literacy rates, graduation rates, dropout rates, teacher retention, and
vacancy rates. Sometimes comparison between these rates can bring forth significant
trends and present a clear picture of the scenario. It is also necessary to pay attention to the
details behind the data. For example, one cannot simply compare dropout or attendance
rates between all schools without taking into account aspects like social background,
economic status, and demographics. However, too many facts will cause the reader to lose
interest; hence a balance between facts and opinion is instrumental in a story covering
education.

3.7 Writing Story on Education
Like all other stories, writing a story on education will also require you to pay attention to
the basics. Irrespective of the beat, the five Ws- Who, What, Where, When, Why, must
always be answered where possible. The news value and the inverted pyramid model must
be kept in mind. The story should always be fair, balanced, concise, and correct without
elements of sensationalism. A story should not leave too many open-ended questions for
the reader. Vague terms, statements, and phrases must be avoided. Care must be taken to
not make the story one-sided. Opinions of all concerned parties must be duly included in
the story. Any claim must always be supported by evidence and figures.
Trends in Education
The following are the major trends in education, each of which can lead to stories to be
covered from different angles. Each of these heads is an issue that has challenges that are
continually faced by the education system of the country. You may use these as the
subjects of your education stories.
1. The School Choice
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2. Early Childhood Education
3. Standards and Testing
4. Teacher Evaluation and Training
5. Reservation in Education
6. Educational Infrastructure
7. Role of Non-profit organizations
8. Digital Learning
9. Higher Education
10. Skill-based education
11. The Performance Gap
Covered Issues
While certain issues receive a lot of attention in news media, certain others may not be
given due importance or remain covered, in education the major under-covered issues are
•
Inequality
•
Budgets and Funding
•
Student and Teacher experiences
•
Special Education
•
College affordability and access
•
Early Education
These are significant issues and should be given more coverage. Covering these issues will
give a clearer picture of the state of education in the country and the various aspects it
affects. Care should be taken not to compromise on quality in favor of the popularity and
maintain a balance.
Challenges for Education Reporters
Reporting education can be a challenging job. The major reason for this is the lack of
access to schools and colleges. Privacy concerns are often cited to bar entry of journalists
inside the colleges and schools. This prevents the reporters from being able to put a human
face to the story. Interaction with the students and teachers and being able to shoot inside
the classroom would help the story reach the reader more deeply and effectively.
Journalists reporting education must invest in building a personal rapport with teachers,
individual students, and people from the management to earn their trust and confidence and
gain access to the institutions to be able to construct their story better.
The second challenge is pursuing in-depth coverage. The time constraint and constant
pressure make the reporter unable to give ample time for research. This can compromise
the quality of the story as certain angles may not be fully researched.
Expertise is the third challenge. Though the reporters in their course of experience may
gain enough knowledge, subject matter expertise may often be lacking. This will prevent
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the reporter from gaining a comprehensive understanding of the issue herself, which will
be reflected in the story.
Another concern relates to the increasing availability of a sophisticated range of audience
analytics, which can sometimes create pressures to prioritize popularity over substance.
Future of Education Reporting
The education beat presently is facing a challenging time and yet offers a great opportunity
if one can overcome the challenge. The challenge is to survive the squeeze it is undergoing
due to the extraordinary weightage given by media to political news, especially in the
Indian context. The education beat needs to firmly stand its ground to survive and
subsequently has to reinvent itself to maintain a connection with the news consumer.
Education is a very important part of nation-building and needs to be given the importance
it deserves by the fourth estate. Journalists must take pride in the work that they are doing
for it hold enormous significance for the future. As the news sources are proliferating for
the public with the advent of the internet, the education beat must strive to carve a niche in
all possible avenues. The journalists must also keep up with the change in education policy
which is now in a state of dynamism. What happens at the policy level will eventually
trickle down to the local level, so even when a reporter is covering local news on
education, he is covering national news. Resource and training problems have to be
addressed to make sure that these issues do not become impediments for the reporters in
their work and high quality of the stories is always ensured. In favor of sensationalism and
popularity, journalists or reporters should not be made less out of more and be given
adequate time to gain expertise in the subject they feel interested in. There is also an urgent
need for innovation in the way education news reaches people above and beyond the
traditional sources e.g. through content production business which can cover the key
educational trends.

3.8 Science journalism
Every day we see changes in scientific and technological advancements from society and we
bring it to the knowledge of the rest of the citizens in writing, it is known as science
journalism. The 20th century has discovered many scientific tools and equipment to this
world. The moving fan, computer, television, and mobile phone are the dependent
accessories for a human being are the best example of science. Science is an ever-changing
subject for every writer to think to write based on his skills and thought process.
Science journalism conveys reporting about science to the public. Writing about science is
more exciting and complex. This field covers vast discoveries from different places and
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disciplines. To work on a good story, a reporter needs to dig and search for information
globally.
In this way a reporter need to keep different factors relating to;
How to spot a story?
Where do science stories come from?
What is the discoveries or innovation?
How it is useful for the public?
What is the cost incurred in it?
What was the time incurred in this innovation?
3.8.1 Challenges for Science journalist
Large newspaper organisations have reporters for writing about science and technology, but
in a small newspaper, the task is left for a general reporter. As a specialist or a general
reporter to cover science, the basic principles are as follows while writing a science report:







Understand the discoveries of world science and own community. Think like a
scientist to put every word for the readers can understand.
Understand the whole field of science and discoveries that gives benefit the
readers.
The journalist must simplify the conflict between science and technology. To
express it precisely of science accurately in simple terms.
Before writing the story, the science reporter should understand the application of
science and technology in humans. Describe the effects of making news.
Be accurate and informative in an interesting way for the readers.
Readers always trust science, as such, they take medicine and are dependent on it.
So the journalist should understand the sensitivity and sensational issues of
making news.

3.8.1 Basics of reporting Science
As we know science and technology field is too broad, so we need to understand the topic
as much as in detail. As we take the food we should know about the nutrients and protein it
provides to our body. If it is a matter of medicine we know it is chemical, so we should
understand the functions in the human body of consumption of a single pill and more.
Having a basic scientific education
To build up a basic knowledge as a science reporter should give more emphasis on high
school education. The basics have started from school education and healthy environment
of educated people.
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Reading books and magazines about science and technology
Science reporters should read books and magazines available in the market. Knowledge
will boot the reporter to write creatively.
Taking an interest in scientific and technological developments
The reporter should understand the technological developments and innovations. S/He
must be curious about the innovation of a new product.
Establishing good contacts with experts who can help you with information
Reporters need to have good contact with the experts of personalities working as scientists
and researchers in the field of science.

Check Your Progress
1. Write a feature about an educational institute (school/college) near your locality.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
2. Describe the condition of health reporting in India. Base your answer on the health
issues covered by your favorite newspaper/news channel.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
3. What might have been the challenges faced by journalists while reporting on the
outbreak of COVID-19?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Unit-4: Lifestyle, Investigative/ Sting Operation
4.0 Unit Structure
4.1 Learning Objectives
4.2 Introduction
4.3 Lifestyle Reporting
4.4 Investigative Reporting
4.4.1 Limitations of Investigative Reporting
4.4.2 Sting Operation
Check Your Progress

4.1 Learning Objectives
The objective of this unit is to understand:
 Lifestyle reporting
 Investigative journalism
 Reporting on food

4.2 Introduction
Along with politics and business, lifestyle matters such as fashion and food also comprise
an important aspect of modern-day journalism. They reflect the taste of contemporary
readers and add to the entertainment quotient of the publication.
Investigative journalism has also emerged as a vital journalistic activity.

4.3 Lifestyle Reporting
Lifestyle covers the luxurious way of living. Lifestyle reporting is a moderate form of
journalism wherein writers can take time to explore ideas, work on them and present it
before the readers in a relaxed and entertaining way. Important pictures captured
beautifully often carry good pieces of the story. Huge advertisements revenue flows to the
lifestyle article pages, creating demand for special classified pages on each segment.
Some news and articles on fashion and lifestyle issues appear in newspapers and
magazines catering to general readers. These reports are mainly about fashion shows,
exhibitions, press conferences, and interviews with fashion designers, models, fashion
photographers, choreographers, stylists, dieticians, yoga experts, authors, travel experts,
etc. In addition, a host of publications as well as television programs on fashion and
lifestyle have come up which primarily cover issues related to fashion. The trade
magazines covering the business of lifestyle products too have increased their readership.
All these developments have created ample opportunities for journalists having flair for
fashion. Even business pages of newspapers and magazines carry a lot of reports, features,
etc related to business aspects of the industry related to lifestyle products.
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Fashion in India
Each society has got its characteristic style of clothing and lifestyle which is defined as the
fashion of that particular society. India with its rich cultural heritage has got an important
place in the world of fashion.
Ancient paintings and sculptures reveal that Indian women were no less conscious of their
appearances than their western counterparts. During the Indus Valley Civilisation period,
while men‘s clothing was restricted to leather cloth, women covered their upper body with
jewels, and the metal of the jewelry determined the status of a woman in society. But the
scenario changed drastically with the entry of Aryans who introduced two distinct clothes
for the upper and lower parts of the body for women and the trend continues till today.
References abound in Indian literature about weaving and designing of various types of
textiles which speak volumes of a vibrant tradition in the field. Rigveda is supposed to
contain the first literary information about textiles in India. It says the universe is a
continuous fabric with a grid pattern upon which cycles of life are painted. It also refers to
the use of woolen yarns to cover the body.
Ramayana and Mahabharata TV serials too refer to a variety of fabrics in trend those days‘
rich styles worn by the aristocracy on one hand and the simple clothes worn by commoners
on the other.
The traditional age-old textiles, crafts such as embroidery, beading, aari, thread
embroidery, zardozi, and jewelry have not only enticed the elite class in other countries but
have also been a source of inspiration for several reputed European fashion designers. Still
today, the charm of India‘s traditional clothing and jewelry items holds to them.
The major boost to the fashion and lifestyle products industry which broadly covers the
business activities in the field of apparel, textiles, jewelry, lifestyle items, and related
accessories came in the 1970s when the country took up the export of fashion items
seriously.
The present scenario in the country reflects a robust picture. Today, India is the secondlargest producer of textile and garments and its export constitute around one-third of our
total exports. In yarns, the country‘s share in global trade is around 20 percent. The
manmade fiber textile items are exported to more than 150 countries. At the individual
level too, some of the Indian designers have created a market for their products in other
countries. Again, India is only next to China in the production of silk worldwide. It also
enjoys the enviable distinction of producing all four types of silk.
To promote all these fashion items, manufacturers and designers organize a variety of
promotional activities in the country. Products displayed through live models i.e. fashion

Odisha State Open University

43

shows, however, remain the most popular of all promotional activities. Many cine stars are
pictured with the specific brand product and new variety of fashionable dresses.
As print advertisements and fashion shows have become part and parcel of the industry,
models and fashion photographers are much sought after people. Again, stores displaying
clothes have done a new look; jewelers are experimenting with precious as well as nonprecious metals to churn out chic jewelry items; manufacturers in the field of accessories
are producing kinds of stuff that are not only durable but also look brilliant and a host of
magazines and newspapers columns have come up which keep those interested abreast
with latest in the field.
As a part of promotional activity, Fashion designers are going abroad and participating in
fashion events. Fashion Design Councils have been formed which organize fashion weeks
wherein leading designers showcase their creations attracting buyers from across the
world. The quality of such shows matches international standards in content and
presentation. Even the government has realized the importance of design elements to
promote the export of textiles, jewelry, leather, and other lifestyle items. It has sponsored
fashion shows organized worldwide to create a positive image of Indian products and set
up training institutes such as the National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT),
National Institute of Design (NID), Fashion Design Development Institute (FDDI), etc.
Other Lifestyle Beats
In addition to fashion and lifestyle products discussed above in detail, many other items
also form part of a daily habit of a modern lifestyle of society. These include:
Yoga
Yoga has become part of the daily routine in many Indian families. Initially restricted to a
few health-conscious households, more and more people are practicing yoga not just as an
exercise to remain fit but also to look better and feel fit. Yoga postures that are easy to
follow and practice are favorite among people. Meditation too helps in keeping one stressfree and lowering blood pressure. Together they are good preventive measures against
diseases caused by a sedentary lifestyle. Yoga practitioners are spread across the globe and
many products have been specially manufactured to cater to their needs which include
specially designed clothes, mats, etc. Yoga Clubs where people come to learn and practice
it have mushroomed across the country.
Travels
Though India has a long tradition of traveling to temples situated in the remotest parts of
the country, people, in general, are now traveling to cities and places that are located in the
lap of nature. Frequent travelers looking for places that are not easily accessible and offer
thrill and adventure. Many tours and travel companies have come to existence which
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facilitates hassle-free journey and stays, as also offer discounts. Several magazines are in
circulation and many books have been published giving information on tourist places and
travel tips.
Food
Food is a kind of basic need that can never be outsourced. Every day we purchase food
commodities and are concerned about the price. Whenever there is a rise in prices of grains
and vegetables the same is reported. People come out of their houses and raise their voices
against of Govt. Mostly in India, the price of Onion is always an issue every year. Prices of
Rice, Wheat, Fruits, Vegetables, Non-Vegetables and other ingredients are also covered by
daily newspapers. Reporting on food is a sensitive matter on behalf of the poor and middleclass families. Based on the existing situation media has a greater role to create awareness
and solve the problem of society.
Food lovers always try to discover new food places near their areas. The job of the beat
reporter in this field is to remind people about what‘s cooking in the local restaurants. The
reporter tries to connect with new dishes and places by discovering the likes and dislikes in
the food preference of the people.
People, in general, have become choosy about the kind of food and the place of dining.
Good restaurants offering pleasant ambiance and tasty foods have sprung up across cities
in the country which are thronged by many including those from the middle class. While
few magazines are devoted solely to foods, many books published on the topic have turned
out to be bestsellers.
Fitness
To keep fit, more and more people are resorting to exercises and yoga asanas. They also
join Gyms and Yoga clubs for training under experts. Many fitness kits and instruments
such as cycles of different kinds are available in the market which helps one to remain fit
even within four walls of a house. Many magazines and books are there to cater to their
needs.
Books
Books are part of everyday life for a majority of people. They say,‘ When you open a
book, you open a new world.‘ Most of us feel that a book is like a best friend who will
never walk away from us. We have had books for centuries and without them, knowledge
of our past ancestors, cultures, and civilizations would not have been possible. Book Fairs
are organized all over the world to introduce children to the joy of books and the pleasure
of reading.
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A few reasons why reading a book will always form part of our lives are to expose oneself
to new ideas, to inculcate a better understanding of the world, adapt to society, charge
one‘s imagination, reduce stress, improve one‘s memory and entertain oneself. The habit
of keeping bestsellers in drawing rooms is catching up among young people.
Fashion Journalism
Even though a fashion journalist‘s job responsibility varies as per the demands of the
organization one is working for, the basic premise on which he/she is employed is to keep
the readers up to date on style trends. If one is working with a general newspaper or
magazine, he or she has to take care of pages devoted to fashion and lifestyle issues. On
these pages, the fashion journalist reports about only those issues which are of interest to
general readers like the latest trends in fashion and interviews with leading professionals in
the field. The approach to the write-ups is simple and informative.
But those who work with magazines devoted exclusively to fashion and lifestyle issues
have not only to go beyond merely reporting an event but also need to critically analyze
the whole scenario keeping in mind the trends in vogue in other parts of the country as
well as runways in fashion capitals of Paris, Milan, London, New York, etc. As the
subscribers of such magazines are mainly those who are professionally associated with the
field, the write-ups need to be in-depth and convincing.
In trade magazines related to the fashion industry, the fashion journalists have to write
articles/reports about the trends in textiles, garments, accessories, technologies used, and
marketing techniques. Since these magazines are read by hardcore professionals in the
field, such write-ups need to be supported by facts and figures. Suppose if one is writing
about the sport in the demand for cotton fabrics in Delhi, he or she needs to quote mill
owners, distributors, retailers, and manufacturers in the field. In addition, one has to
undertake surveys of various markets dealing with fashion items and present an in-depth
analysis of prevailing trends keeping in mind the quality, price, and sales of each product.
This in turn provides the manufacturers an idea as to what kind of stuff is selling in the
market and also the preferred price range.
With liberalization, manufacturers and distributors are looking for opportunities to export
and import fashion products. And hence, trade magazines in the field regularly come up
with profiles of countries that could have potential buyers or suppliers. To write an
authentic piece on the subject, a journalist needs to collect data from concerned high
commissions and embassies which also provide information relating to current policies in
the trade. One also needs to report about the seminars/workshops organized by various
organizations in the field.
While those employed in foreign publications get regular chances to travel to fashion
capitals to keep themselves abreast with the latest trends, here in India they should be
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satisfied with covering important fashion shows and exhibitions and enjoy the company of
celebrities.
Fashion Photography
Fashion photography is not just opening up a studio as is commonly believed. It‘s a
scientific study. While regular photography stresses the garment, the job of a fashion
photographer involves creating a total ambiance for the garment even while highlighting
its focal points. Fashion photography is the only medium to communicate a designer‘s
creations to a wider audience and it is through this special work of art that the ambiance
can be created, and the mood reflected. Fashion photographer using their specific skills
enhance the actual value of the photographs of models.
Fashion Show Choreography
Dances and eye-popping catwalks are on their way out as serious and professional
choreography is taking over, with Indian fashion designers eyeing immediate business
profits. Fashion shows have come of age in our country with the focus of choreographers
these days being on attracting buyers‘ attention to the minutest details of the latest
collections.
And so, the choreography has now improved to become a specialized medium of
enhancing focal points of the dresses. Fashion show choreographers work closely with
fashion designers to help create a fashion show that reflects the mood and feel of the
collection. They also coach the models on how to walk for a particular collection.
Writing on Fashion Trends
Good command over language particularly English is a must as most of the magazines are
published in this language only. It is through the command over the language that one can
effectively communicate with the readers. Nose for the news and flair for fashion is the
other prerequisites. Again one needs to be thorough with the information on the fashion
industry in the country, trends in vogue across the globe, terminologies used in the
industry, historical trends, various organizations in the field as also their roles and
responsibilities. Information about all these can be accessed through specialized magazines
and websites.
As a journalist has to base his write-ups on quotes from professionals and facts and figures
provided by various sources, he or she needs to be good at public relations. Good public
relations and interpersonal skills become very important in the field as designers, fashion
photographers, models, fashion show choreographers, etc. with whom he has to deal
happen to be sensitive to criticism, while those in the business do not easily share their
trade secrets. Those working on a freelance basis should have perseverance and persistence
as it takes time to win the confidence of the editors. They, again, need to be good at
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marketing their work also. Competitive spirit and the ability to perform well even under
the pressure of meeting deadlines are the other essentials to succeed in the field.
Before one embarks on writing on trends in vogue, a fashion journalist also needs to know
about the trends that were there in the past. Again, one‘s story should not be based on the
interviews of a handful of big names in the field as trends in haute couture is different from
the general fashion trends. For this, one needs to be in touch with established
manufacturers, distributors, merchandising teams of big retail stores and also needs to visit
wholesale markets. For example, if one is writing on trends in denim, he or she needs to
talk to leading manufactures and corroborate the same with the comments from retail
stores owners and wholesalers.

4.4 Investigative Reporting
One of the major duties of a journalist is to be a public watchdog and achieving this often
demands investigation and in-depth work. Thus, in a way, all stories are investigative
stories because they require research, digging, interviewing, and writing.
According to Itule and Anderson (2007: 397), all reporters are investigators who are
trained to ask questions, uncover information, and write the most complete stories possible.
Nevertheless, some reporters concentrate solely on investigations of wrongdoings. They
deal with reporter-adversary relationships that are usually not found in beat reporting or
other in-depth coverage. They aim to search out well-guarded information from often
hostile sources. This gives them a chance to be creative, to become part of their reader‘s
emotional lives, and sometimes to uncover injustice and correct it
According to Ansell et al (2002: 4-5), investigative reporting has the following elements:
• It’s about digging deeper into an issue or topic: As the word ‗investigative‘ implies,
simply relaying a simple ‗bite‘ of information – ―A cattle fair will be held in X village next
month‖ – cannot count as investigative journalism.
• The issue or topic has to be of public interest: ‗Public interest‘ means that either a
community will be disadvantaged by not knowing this information, or will benefit (either
materially or through informed decision-making) by knowing it. Sometimes what benefits
one community may drawback another?
Forest-dwellers can demand better prices if they know the world market value of trees that
logging companies want to fall. But the logging industry may not want this information
spread, as logging will then cost it more. Reporters need a clear sense of what their mission
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is and whom they serve, and this can involve heated newsroom debates. ‗Public interest‘
means the interest of the community affected.
It does not have to be the whole country, and, indeed ‗public interest‘ may be different
from ‗national interest‘.That term is sometimes used by governments to justify illegal,
dangerous, or unethical acts on the excuse of ‗my country, right or wrong,‘ – or, indeed, to
discourage journalists from reporting on a real problem.
It’s a process, not an event: Investigative journalism never provides an instant story. It
goes through recognized stages of planning and reporting and has to work to accept
standards of accuracy and evidence.
It’s original and proactive: Investigative stories have to be based on the work of the
journalist and (where resources permit) his or her team. Although an investigative story
can start with a tip, simply reporting the tip, or printing the secret document that is secretly
sent through to you, is not investigative journalism.
Doing such a thing may be both lazy and careless. It carries huge risks since you have not
investigated the identity, bona fides, or motives of your source or the authenticity of the
evidence. You may end up defaming someone, printing lies, or being framed by
somebody‘s agents. Instead, you must develop hypotheses about what the tip means and
plan additional research, decide on the relevant questions, and go out to ask them. You
must see evidence, and hear and analyze answers for yourself, and go beyond simply
verifying the tip.
It should be multi-sourced: A single source can provide fascinating revelations and
(depending on who the source is) access to insights and information that would otherwise
be hidden. But until the story from that source is cross-checked against other sources –
experiential, documentary, and human – and its meaning is explored, no real investigation
has happened.
Its in-depth nature, calls for greater resources, team working and time than a routine
news report: Most of the case studies presented of investigative reportage are the result of
team investigations. But this poses problems for small local and community publications
with small staffs and limited time, money, or specialized skills. A journalist may need to
seek grants to support an investigation, and learn to tap the skills of others outside the
newsroom to help with specialist expertise,
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Investigative Reporting and Other Forms of Media Reportage
A major difference between investigative reporting and hard news reportage is that
investigative reporting is presented in an in-depth form rather than a feature or hard news
form.
This characteristic demands that investigative reportage involves more research and thus
more time to write. This is unlike hard news which is presented in a pyramid form whereby
the most important items are presented in the first few sentences.
The basic difference between a feature article and an in-depth article is that while in-depth
articles involve in-depth interviews feature articles do not. Nevertheless, both forms of
journalistic reporting need research. Though presented in an in-depth form, investigative
reporting is unlike many other forms of feature and even in-depth reportage found in print
and presented through the broadcast media. The major differences are the themes and aim
behind the write-ups.
For example, a feature write-up may focus on fashion, music, films, health, or even
technology and science. While an in-depth may consider personalities and their
achievements or as personalities behind institutions.
The aim behind these forms of reportage is the writer‘s search for information with the
selected themes to further educate and bring to bear the consequences behind these themes
to the everyday lives of a selected audience.
Investigative write-ups on the other hand seek to find information about a news event that
may not be apparent to the public but may lead to revelations that the organization or
people involved may not wish to be put in the public domain (Rudin and Ibbotson: 2005).
As such it gives further insight into news and is often linked to campaigns by the
newspaper for better protection of the rights of people from individuals, organizations, or
authorities. It may involve probing investigation by the newspaper through which evidence
of neglect may be found and published in support of the victims.
This of course is a very sensitive matter which will demand extensive verification of
evidence of all the facts, eyewitness accounts, and interviews presented for or against a
group of people to ensure accuracy.
The misconception of Investigative Reporting
Ansell et al (2002) provide us with an example of the image many people have of the
concept of investigative journalism and the work it involves. According to them,
investigative reporting reveals scandals, shames, and corrupt individuals. It uncovers
secrets somebody wants to keep hidden. The journalists are also given the image of brave
and individualistic reporters, alerted by tip-offs, bringing down a powerful and corrupt
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figure. This image has shaped many of the definitions of investigative reporting we
encounter. Such images also tend to suggest investigative reporters should focus only on
the very biggest stories such as presidents taking multimillion bribes from oil companies,
or rigging elections. These are misconceptions that must be corrected. According to
Randall, investigative reporting deals with original research into wrongdoings that go on in
society.
The core of investigative journalism is to uncover information that is in the public‘s
interest. These interests are listed as including
• Detecting or exposing crime or a serious misdemeanor
• Protecting public health and safety
• Preventing the public from being misled by some statement or action of an individual or
organization
• Exposure of corruption, conflicts of interest, corporate greed, or hypocritical behavior of
those in power
4.4.1 Limitations of Investigative Reporting
Many times investigative journalists are limited by several factors some of which include:
1. Proprietorial interference: According to Harcup (2008: 15), the owners of a media
house have influence not just direct by direct intervention or by establishing lines that
cannot be crossed. They set the tone, they decide which markets to target, they control
editorial budgets and they hire and fire their editors who are their representatives in the
media world. Thus, the editor‘s powers can be constrained when the owners insist and
impose policies on the media house. This can limit who, what and how a journalist
investigates and reports an incident. According to Osungbohun (1995), in Nigeria,
proprietors make maximum use of their position to boost their selfish interests. They can
use their position to harass and even dismiss vibrant journalists who fail to toe their line.
This is done under the guise of reorganization and rationalization.
2. Media gatekeepers: in the media world, some gatekeepers exist to ensure standards and
expectations are met. This process involves the selecting and modification of sentences,
paragraphs, and even stories while others may be paraphrased, shortened, or deleted
altogether. This is the job of editors who serves as a major check for all news stories
prepared for public consumption. In doing so, they create limitations for the investigations
of certain topics, people, and situations.
3. Political interference: The government of the day (especially during military regimes)
may feel the need to close down media houses that employ probing investigative
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journalists. In extreme situations, the license of the media house may be seized by the
government of the day thus putting several journalists jobless
4. Technological limitations: Technological gadgets needed to carry out investigative
research are not easily accessible. Many African countries – and especially their rural areas
– have poor communications infrastructure and this limits the journalist‘s ability to
communicate to various parts of Nigeria and the world at large
5. Limited skilled manpower: Many news organizations in Nigeria and indeed Africa are
not yet large and diversified enough to afford a specialized investigative unit. Many
journalists lack access to formal skills and training in the art of investigative journalism.
6. Limited access to information: The Nigerian investigative journalist has limited access
to official archives and records. Sometimes official archives are incomplete, poorly
maintained, and subject to tough official secrets or privacy laws, often leftover from the
colonial era.
7. Threats to life: In the course of investigating issues of relevance within a society, the
journalist is often faced and exposed to various hazards and dangers. According to
Osungbohun (1995), the Committee to Protect Journalists in 1991 reported that there were
1262 cases of attacks against journalists.

Sting Operation
Mass media journalists occasionally resort to sting operations to expose criminal activity.
Most of the time sting operations is been conducted by journalists to find out the secret
behind any conspiracy in politics, sports and business affairs.
It is sometimes justified if it is likely to gather evidence or behavior that the audience
would otherwise not see and hear. So the sting operation is divided into different types;
 Deploying a bait car (also called a honey trap) to catch an auto thief
 Setting up a superficially defenseless honeypot computer to trap and gain
information about hackers.
 Arranging someone under the legal drinking age to ask an adult to buy an alcoholic
beverage or tobacco products for them.
 Posing as someone who is seeking illegal drugs, illegal imports, or child
pornography to catch a supplier; or as a supplier to catch a customer.
 Passing off explosives to a would-be terror bomber.
 Posing as a child in a chat room to lure a child molester
 An undercover officer posing as a potential customer to raid illegal prostitution.
 An undercover officer posing as a hitman to prevent potential murder-for-hire.
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In all cases, the material gathered should be a fair and accurate representation of what has
happened. There is also an obligation on the journalist to seek retrospective consent and, in
some cases, obscure some identities.
The secret recording could include:
 Use of hidden cameras and microphones
 Long-range audio-video equipment
 Small video cameras
 Use of drone cameras
 Mobile phone cameras
 Concealed radio microphones
 Phone calls
 Continuing to record after the interview is over.
If you are intending to carry out a secret recording, make sure that your line manager has
approved it. Your news organization will have a procedure. Ensure that you comply. It will
probably involve:
 Senior editorial approval and signed document.
 Clear declaration as to why the action is in the public interest.
 Statement as to how the material is to be used.
 An accurate log of what has taken place.
 A certificate or license if legally required.
 What is to be broadcast and what will not be broadcast.
 An honest declaration of any deception that was required to gather the material.
That final point is extremely important. Journalists are increasingly coming under pressure
not to use editing or newsgathering techniques that could be seen as misleading.
You will need to be certain all you propose to do is in the public interest, particularly in:
 A private place where the public does not have access,
 Where people are receiving medical treatment,
 Cases of grief and extreme stress.
It is never justified to go on so-called fishing expeditions where secret recording is carried
out on private property in search of crime or anti-social behavior.
Similarly, you should never leave recording equipment on private property to gain
evidence of serious crime unless you have first obtained senior editorial sign-off and can
justify your actions in terms of public interest.
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Check Your Progress
1. Do you justify sting operations by journalists?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
2. Describe some of the lifestyle issues covered by journalists.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
3. Mention some food magazines published in India and abroad.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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