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BLOCK 4 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
In this present block of environmental protection we will discuss about the overall
protection and conservation efforts taken for protection of the environment at
different levels. This block consists of four Units. All the four units attempts to deal
with the environmental protection efforts. Unit 1 focusses on the environmental
protection efforts at the international or global level. The environmental protection
and conservation efforts at national level would be discussed in Unit 2. The Unit 3
provides an insight about the roles of a number of Civil Society Organizations in
environmental protection. And the last unit, Unit 4 highlights on the efforts of the
roles of Corporate Social Responsibility in environmental protection.
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UNIT 1
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1.17 Check Your Progress: Answer Keys
1.18 References
“The environment is not an abstraction but represents the living space, the
quality of life and the very health of human beings, including generations
unborn”.
1.1 INTRODUCTION
Many of the most pressing environmental problems facing humankind today are
global problems which need to be addressed on an international front, rather than
localized issues which can be addressed by individual countries acting alone. For this
reason, international environmental law is becoming increasingly important as an
instrument in attempting to counter global environmental problems like ozone
depletion, climate change, species extinction and desertification. In recent past,
numerous environmental problems have become critically significant for mankind.
These include air, water and land pollution, spread of toxic wastes, deforestation,
mass extinction of wild life, the problem of human settlement, climate change
depletion of ozone layer and over exploitation of natural resources. An important
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aspect of environmental problems is that these have international repercussions, i.e.
their impact is not confined to their source area alone but spills over far and wide.
Pollution does not observe political territories and legislative jurisdictions. Thus,
environmental problems are intrinsically global in nature. Therefore, to fight with the
environmental problems we need not only legislation at national level but also
mutually beneficial agreements at international level.
In this unit, we will learn about the importance of environment protection, history of
environment protection and about the number of environment protection efforts taken
at the global level. It will include the efforts for general environmental concerns, air
and atmospheric pollution, biological diversity, climate change, convention to combat
desertification, convention on dangerous wastes and chemicals, protection for marine
environment, ozone layer depletion, convention on wetlands, and convention on
wildlife habitats.
1.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After studying this unit, you will be able to
 assess the need for establishing the environmental protection treaties.
 understand about the history of environmental protection at global level
 discuss about some important international environmental protection
treaties.
 evaluate the issues in proper enactment of environmental treaties.

1.3 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Environmental protection is the practice of protecting the natural environment by
individuals, organizations and governments. Its objectives are to conserve natural
resources and the existing natural environment and, where possible, to repair damage
and reverse trends. It is widely acknowledged that the developed and developing
nations face different aspirations where environmental protection is concerned an
asymmetry often reflected in the North-South conflict in international environmental
negotiations. At the root of this North-South divide lies the fact that the nature of
environmental problems in developing countries is not the same as that in the
developed countries. Protecting the environment in the developing countries is
viewed, most often than not, as a struggle between the environment and meeting
immediate socio-economic needs for daily subsistence. Developed countries are
deemed to value environmental quality more than the developing countries, which are
considered to have a “high degree of tolerance to environmental hazard” and a low
willingness to pay for improved environmental quality. In view of the crucial role
played by International Environmental Agreement (IEAs) in enhancing International
Environmental Cooperation (IEC), the theme of IEA participation and alliance
building has long been a concern of environmental economists.
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1.3.1 HISTORY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Until the late 1960s, environmental problems were mainly conceived as peripheral
matters of exclusive domestic competence of states, thus governed by a strict notion
of sovereignty (MCCORMICK, 1991). The initial milestone for this “entry” of the
environment into the international relations agenda was the “United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment”, held in Stockholm in June 1972
(MCCORMICK, 1991; LE PRESTRE, 2011). Since then, humanity has been able to
cooperate in environmental matters through three main tracks. First, the consolidation
of scientific organizations that provide detailed information on environmental issues such as the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), created in 1972, and
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), created in 1989. Secondly,
the creation of bodies of political dialogue and coordination - such as the “Vienna
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer” in 1985; the Climate Change
(UNFCCC) and Biodiversity Convention (CBD) signed in 1992 and the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in 1994. And finally, the
establishment of universal legally binding regulatory mechanisms - such as the
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer of 1987, the Basel
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
their Disposal of 1989 and the Kyoto Protocol to mitigate Climate Change of 1997.
1.4 THE NEED FOR ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION TREATIES
The ecosystem is the earth’s life. We must value, nurture and preserve our
environment as its role and contribution in our sustenance is invaluable. Economies
around the world have witnessed tremendous economic progress over the 19th and
the 20th centuries, and have been pushing harder for more. As a result of this,
environmental and ecological consciousness has been pushed into a corner. However,
nowadays the public and businesses have started paying greater attention to the
glaring environmental realities. There has been an emergent concern towards global
environmental problems, particularly in the developing world, in the wake of their
near-crisis situation – economic and environmental.
Against this backdrop, different nations from around the world have come forward
and joined hands at the multilateral level, to conserve and protect the environment
that directed to the acceptance of International Environment Protection Treaties. Over
400 multilateral agreements addressing climate change have been established and
new treaties are being incessantly negotiated to address a vast array of environmental
problems. This has led to what has been referred to as "treaty congestion" by the
United Nations Environment Programme. The numbers are quite impressive. Over the
last 50 years, close to 500 globally recognized agreements have been signed by the
international frontrunners. Of these agreements, 61 are related to the atmosphere; 155
cater to biodiversity; 179 address issues related to chemicals, waste and hazardous
substances; 46 are land related conventions; and 196 are conventions broadly
addressing water related issues. Environment is now the supreme zone of global rule
making, after trade.
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1.5 INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION
Various international environmental instruments do specify the general need for all
persons to “protect and preserve the environment”. The importance of the
environment demands that protection is enhanced at the international level with
sufficient and effective deterrent and enforcement mechanisms. International
environmental law is the law of international cooperation. International
environmental law itself is clearly contributing to the protection of substantive human
right to environment, given that it contributes to the protection of all environmental
values protected in the scope of right to environment. International environmental law
can be defined as a set of principles, institutes and rules of international law
governing the protection of the environment at global and regional level as well as in
the area of outer space. Its standards are designed to help protect the biosphere from
significant deterioration, prevent its imbalance and, in the current circumstances,
primarily to ensure sustainable development of the environment.
1.6 AIR AND ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION
Earth’s atmosphere is dynamic and so are the pollutants released in the atmosphere.
Whenever the pollutants are released into the atmosphere from a source, they tend to
diffuse and drift away horizontally with the wind and cross international boundaries.
So air pollution affects the populations all over the globe, even far away from the
source. Air pollution may be defined as any form of contamination of the atmosphere
which disturbs the natural composition and chemistry of the air. Air pollution is
irrecoverable after its inception due to its long life. Long Range Transboundary Air
Pollution - is the observed effect that air pollutants can travel several thousand
kilometres before deposition and damage occurs (acidification, eutrophication,
tropospheric ozone and dispersion of hazardous substances). To protect the human
environment from air pollution and to gradually reduce and prevent air pollution, an
international treaty namely “The Convention on long-range transboundary air
pollution” was signed.
(i) Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution
The Convention on long-range transboundary air pollution was convened at Geneva
(Switzerland) on 13th November, 1979 and came into force on 16 March, 1983. The
convention is implemented by the European Monitoring and Evaluation Programme
(EMEP) (short for Cooperative Programme for Monitoring and Evaluation of the
Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe). Air pollution means the
introduction by man, directly or indirectly, of substances or energy into the air
resulting in deleterious effects of such a nature as to endanger human health, harm
living resources and ecosystems and material property and impair or interfere with
amenities and other legitimate uses of the environment, and “air pollutants” shall be
construed accordingly; Long-range transboundary air pollution means air pollution
whose physical origin is situated wholly or in part within the area under the national
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jurisdiction of one State and which has adverse effects in the area under the
jurisdiction of another State at such a distance that it is not generally possible to
distinguish the contribution of individual emission sources or groups of sources.
The Convention has been extended by eight protocols that identify specific measures
to be taken by parties to cut their emissions of air pollutants:
 Protocol on Long-Term Financing of the Cooperative Programme for
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants
in Europe (EMEP) (1984)
 Helsinki Protocol on the Reduction of Sulphur Emissions (1985)
 Nitrogen Oxide Protocol (1988)
 Volatile Organic Compounds Protocol (1991)
 Oslo Protocol on Further Reduction of Sulphur Emissions (1994)
 Protocol on Heavy Metals (1998)
 Aarhus Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants (1998)
 Gothenburg Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level
Ozone (1999)
1.7 CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
This was initiated in the wake of the growing commitment of the international
community towards a harmless future. With its mandate of sustainable development,
it is seen as a sturdy step towards the preservation of biological diversity, the
sustainable usage of its components, and the reasonable and equitable sharing of
benefits rising from the usage of genetic resources. The Convention was opened for
signature on 5 June 1992 at the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (the Rio “Earth Summit”). It remained open for signature until 4 June
1993, by which time it had received 168 signatures. The Convention entered into
force on 29 December 1993, which was 90 days after the 30 th ratification.
Convention on Biological Diversity defines biodiversity as “the variability among
living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other
aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes
diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems”.
The objectives of this Convention, to be pursued in accordance with its relevant
provisions, are:
1. Conservation on Biological Diversity (or biodiversity);
2. Sustainable use of its components; and
3. Fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from genetic resources.
The Conference of the Parties (COP) has established seven thematic programmes of
work (listed below) which correspond to some of the major biomes on the planet.
Each programme establishes a vision for, and basic principles to guide future work.
They also set out key issues for consideration, identify potential outputs, and suggests
a timetable and means for achieving these. Implementation of the work programmes
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depends on contributions from parties, the Secretariat, and relevant intergovernmental
and other organizations.
The seven thematic programmes are:
1. Agricultural Biodiversity
2. Dry and sub-humid Lands Biodiversity
3. Forest Biodiversity
4. Inland Waters Biodiversity
5. Island Biodiversity
6. Marine and Coastal Biodiversity
7. Mountain Biodiversity
Some of the issues dealt under the Convention are
1. Measures and incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity.
2. Regulated access to genetic resources.
3. Access to and transfer of technology, including biotechnology.
4. Technical and scientific cooperation.
5. Impact assessment.
6. Education and public awareness.
7. Provision of financial resources.
8. National reporting on efforts to implement treaty
1.8 CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was adopted
in New York in May 1992 and entered into force on 21 March 1994.
The objectives of the UNFCCC are:





to stabilize greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere to a level that
would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system,
within a time-frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to
climate change;
to ensure that food production is not threatened; and
to enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable manner.

The Convention divides parties into three categories, which determine the obligations
of the parties. The categorization essentially divides parties into developed and
developing nations. The Convention itself places information and data collecting
requirements on all parties, while the developed nations are required to adopt policies
and take corresponding measures with the aim of returning to 1990 levels of
emissions.
(i) Kyoto Protocol (KP) to mitigate Climate Change of 1997
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) proposed
the KP in 1997, which commits its Parties through internationally obligatory emission
depletion commitments. The protocol was accepted on 11 December 1997 in Kyoto,
Japan and came into power on 16 February 2005. The list of rules for the application
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of the Protocol were accepted at Committee of Parties (COP) 7 in Marrakesh,
Morocco, in 2001, and are known as the “Marrakesh Accords”. The first obligation
period began in 2008 and came to an expiration in 2012. KP, operationalized the
UNFCCC convention, by committing 37 industrialized countries and the European
community to bring about an average 5 per cent emissions reduction over the 5 year
period (2008 to 2012) in comparison to the 1990 levels. It binds only the developed
countries as it finds that they are mainly accountable for the current high levels of
GHG emissions in the atmosphere, which are the result of over a hundred years of
industrial action.
Though the Parties are required to meet the prescribed targets primarily through
national measures, the Protocol offers three market-based mechanisms to facilitate
emissions reduction by nations. These are:
 International Emissions Trading,
 Clean Development Mechanism, and
 Joint Implementation
The Protocol places a huge burden on developed nations emphasizing their
responsibility for climate change, but through its market-based mechanisms incites
GHG diminution to start where it is most cost-effective, such as in the developing
world. KP is guided by the fundamental principle of “common but differentiated
responsibility”.

Check Your Progress Exercise 1.1
Notes:
I.
Write your answer in the space given below.
II.
Compare your answer with the one given at the end of this Unit.
Question 1) Explain about the Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air
Pollution.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Question 2) Describe the objectives of UNFCCC.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

1.9 UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION
The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) was adopted in
Paris on 17th June 1994 and comes into effect on 29 December 1996. It was ratified
by South Africa on 29 August 1997. The objective of the Convention is to combat
desertification and mitigate the effects of drought in countries experiencing serious
drought and/or desertification, particularly in Africa, through effective action at all
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levels, supported by international co-operation and partnership arrangements, in the
framework of an integrated approach which is consistent with Agenda 21, with a view
to contributing to the achievements of sustainable development in affected areas. The
convention defines desertification is a process of land degradation, partly due to
human-induced factors. Activities such as over-cultivation, over-grazing,
deforestation and poor irrigation practices are turning once-fertile soils into barren
patches of land. It has enormous economic and social costs and can lead to poverty,
forced migration and conflict.
In November 1999, the Recife Initiative was adopted, which calls for drafting a
declaration on how to strengthen programmes for combating desertification. The idea
is to set a timeframe for progress on a number of priority thematic and sectoral areas;
to integrate anti-desertification activities more fully into mainstream national
developmental strategies of affected countries, developed country Parties and other
development institutions; and to encourage rapid work on developing benchmarks
and indicators for evaluating progress against desertification.
1.9 CONVENTION ON DANGEROUS WASTES AND CHEMICALS
(i) Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes and their Disposal of 1989
Awakening environmental awareness and corresponding tightening of environmental
regulations in the industrialized world in the 1970s and 1980s led to increasing public
resistance to the disposal of hazardous wastes – in accordance with what became
known as the NIMBY (Not in My Back Yard) syndrome – and to an escalation of
disposal costs. It was against this background that the Basel Convention was
negotiated in the late 1980s, and its thrust at the time of its adoption was to combat
the “toxic trade”, as it was termed. India ratified it on 24th June 1992 and it came into
force in India on 22nd September1992. It has 170 member countries (Parties) and it
aims to protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects
resulting from the generation, management, transboundary movements and disposal
of hazardous and other wastes.
The Conference of the Parties (known as the COP), of which all the States that are
party to the Convention are members, is the primary organ of the Convention. The
Conference of the Parties develops the policies that guides for the implementation of
the Convention, also the COP can adopt amendments to the Convention, as well as
new instruments, such as Protocols, if it considers that these would assist in the
achievement of the goals of the Convention. The COP meets at least once every two
years, and seeks to reach its decisions by consensus.
The aims and objectives of the Basel Convention are as follows:
Aims and Objectives:
 To protect human health and environment against adverse effects of
Hazardous wastes.
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Reduction of hazardous waste generation and the promotion of
environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes, at the places of
disposal of wastes.
Helping developing countries with the environmentally sound management of
the hazardous and other waste they generate.
The restriction on the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes except
where it is perceived to be in accordance with the principles of
environmentally sound management; and
A regulatory system applying to cases where transboundary movements are
permissible.

1.10 CONVENTION ON MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
The seas and coasts are increasingly being used to provide the basics of life and for
commerce and recreation. The results include overexploited ﬁsheries, pollution by
pesticides, fertilizers and waste washed from land and overdeveloped coasts. The UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea adopted in 1982 and entered into force in 1994,
provides the international and national legal marine framework needed in coastal
countries for issues regarding their sovereignty, rights and responsibilities relevant to
the management of the marine environment and its resources (Jacobsson 2009). Here
we will learn about the international bodies both in the United Nations and Europe.
(i)

Marine-related organizations in United Nations

Two United Nations bodies, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
(IOC) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) are exclusively concerned
with ocean affairs. Another UN body namely United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) selected the protection and development of oceans and coastal
areas as one of its six major programme areas, and launched the Regional Seas
Programme (RSP). Other marine-related UN bodies are Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), with its subsidiary body Committee on Fisheries (COFI), the
United Nations Educational, Scientiﬁc and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) dealing
with marine sciences, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) dealing with technology transfer, and the International Seabed Authority
(ISBA) with responsibility for mineral resources of the seabed.
(ii)

Marine-related organizations in Europe

International commitments regarding regional European seas are mainly connected to
the regional marine conventions: the Helsinki Convention on the Protection of the
Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area (HELCOM), the Convention for the
Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR), the
Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea Against Pollution (Barcelona
Convention) and the Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution
(Bucharest Convention).
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1.11 CONVENTION ON PROTECTION OF OZONE LAYER DEPLETION

Now, we will learn about two important international treaties on the ozone layer
depletion, namely the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and
the Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer.
(i)

Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer

The Vienna Convention for the protection of the ozone layer is a multilateral
environmental agreement signed in 1985. The convention provided frameworks for
international reductions in the production of chlorofluorocarbons due to their
contribution to the destruction of the ozone layer, resulting in an increased threat of
skin cancer. The objective of the Convention is to protect human health and the
environment against adverse effects resulting or likely to result from human activities
which modify or are likely to modify the ozone layer. One of the outcomes of the
Vienna Convention was the creation of a panel of governmental atmospheric experts
known as the Meeting of Ozone Research Managers, which assesses ozone depletion
and climate change research and produces a report for the Conference of
Parties (COP).
(ii)

Montreal Protocol

The Montreal Protocol on Substances that deplete the ozone layer (Montreal
Protocol) is an international agreement made in 1987, which has achieved universal
ratification. The original Montreal Protocol was established on 16 September 1987
and it came into power on 1 January 1989. It was designed to stop the production and
import of ozone depleting substances and reduce their concentration in the
atmosphere to help protect the earth's ozone layer. These substance include
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), halons, carbon tetrachloride and methyl chloroform. Its
objectives are to promote cooperation on the adverse effects of human activities on
the ozone layer. On 16th Sept., 1987 treaty was unlocked for signature, and came
into power on January 1st, 1989, followed by the 1st meeting in Helsinki, May 1989.
Since then, it has been revised on seven occasions, in London (1990), Nairobi (1991),
Copenhagen (1992), Bangkok (1993), Vienna (1995), Montreal (1997), and Beijing
(1999).
The Montreal Protocol has made a tremendous contribution in bringing down the
production and consumption of ozone depleting substances employed in agriculture,
consumer or industrial sectors across the globe. It has also been able to produce
benefits for the climate, as some of its targeted substances are greenhouse gases too.
Since 2010, the agenda of the protocol has been dedicated to the phasing out of hydro
chlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs), a substance that depletes the ozone layer and is mostly
used in refrigeration & cooling applications, and in the production of foam products.
The treaty’s financial mechanism, the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the
Montreal Protocol, has sponsored the incremental expenditures of compliance in
developing nations since 1991. This is in complement with the Global Environment
Facility in countries with economies under transformation.
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1.12 CONVENTION ON WETLANDS
Wetlands are areas of land where water covers the soil – permanently or just at
certain times. Wetlands are a characteristic feature of many landscapes, either as a
major landform or as small and scattered areas. Their wide range covers marine,
coastal and freshwater wetlands (lakes, rivers, bogs and marshes). Wetlands depend
completely on the hydrological cycle (both natural and regulated by man) of the
surrounding water catchment area. Wetlands can be natural or artificial and the water
within a wetland may be static or flowing, fresh, brackish or saline. There are even
underground wetlands.
(i) Ramsar Convention
The Ramsar Convention is an international treaty for the conservation and sustainable
use of wetlands. It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands. Concerns about the
loss of wetlands and waterbirds throughout Europe in the 1960s led to the creation of
the first modern international treaty aimed at managing natural resources sustainably.
A large proportion of wetlands of international importance has been designated as
Ramsar sites — after the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (the
Ramsar Convention) was signed in Ramsar, Iran on February 1971. The Ramsar
Convention aims to halt the worldwide loss of all wetlands and to conserve, through
wise use and management, those that remain. The Convention creates an international
framework for funding and monitoring wetlands as well as exacting commitments
from its Parties for national wetlands management. Central to the operation of
Ramsar is the listing of wetlands. Each party is required to list at least one wetland in
the List of Wetlands of International Importance. Within this list, the Montreux
Record lists those wetlands currently under threat. The Ramsar Bureau provides
assistance in respect of threatened wetlands. Essentially, the Convention requires
parties who list wetlands to promote the conservation and 'wise use' of the wetlands.
In addition, the Convention requires Parties to establish nature reserves on wetlands.
Australia was one of the first countries to sign the Ramsar Convention, and in 1974
designated the world’s first Ramsar site: Cobourg Peninsula in the Northern Territory.
The objectives of the Ramsar Convention are:





to stem the progressive encroachment on and loss of wetlands now and in the
future, recognising the fundamental ecological functions of wetlands and their
economic, cultural, scientific and recreational value;
to encourage the 'wise use' of the world's wetland resources; and
to co-ordinate international efforts for this purpose.

Three Pillars of the Ramsar Convention
The Ramsar Strategic Plan and the “three pillars” of the Convention are mentioned in
the third Strategic Plan, Contracting Parties seek to deliver their commitments to
wetland conservation and wise use through “three pillars” of action. These are:
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(a) working towards the “wise use” of their wetlands through a wide range of
actions and processes contributing to human well-being through sustainable
wetlands, water allocation, and river basin management, etc.
b) devoting particular attention to the further identification, designation and
management of a comprehensive suite of sites for the List of Wetlands of
International Importance.
c) cooperating internationally in the delivery of wetland conservation and wise
use, through the management of transboundary water resources and wetlands
and shared wetland species, collaboration with other conventions and
international organizations, sharing of information and expertise, and
increasing the flow of financial resources and relevant technologies to lessdeveloped countries.

1.13 CONVENTION ON WILDLIFE AND HABITATS
(i) Washington Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) was adopted in Washington DC in 1973 and entered into force on 1 July
1975.
The objectives of the treaty are:




to ensure, through international co-operation, that the international trade in
species of wild fauna and flora does not threaten the conservation of the
species concerned; and
to protect certain endangered species from over-exploitation by means of a
system of import export permits issued by a management authority under the
control of a scientific authority.

(ii) Berne Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats (Council of Europe)
The Berne Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, also known as the Bern Convention (or Berne Convention), is a binding
international legal instrument in the field of Nature Conservation, it covers the natural
heritage in Europe, as well as in some African countries. The Convention was open
for signature on 19 September 1979 and came into force on 1 June 1982. It is
particularly concerned about protecting natural habitats and endangered species,
including migratory species.
The main objectives for the Berne Convention are,
 to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural habitats
 to promote cooperation between states
 to give particular attention to endangered and vulnerable species including
endangered and vulnerable migratory species
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1.14 EFFORTS FOR GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN
(i) UN Conference on Human Environment, 1972
The UN Conference on Human Environment, 1972 held in Stockholm was the first
major UN effort towards environmental protection. It recognized and acknowledged
environmental problems and adopted Stockholm Declaration. The Conference was
held from June 5-16 in 1972 wherein over 11 days the nations of the world
deliberated on environmental issues and adopted the Stockholm Declaration which
contained 26 General Principles. This apart, the Conference resulted in adoption of
109 specific recommendations which constituted Action Plan on Environment (Veit
Koester, 1990). The Stockholm Declaration contained general principles and it paved
the path for adoption of legal rules concerning international environmental problems.
Stockholm Declaration also created a separate independent international
environmental law regime. Though the principles laid down in the Declaration were
not legally binding yet they proved to be catalyst in development of International
Environmental Governance. Declaration focuses not only on interrelations between
States but also on relations with individuals and international organizations, as well as
on socio-economic factors. The Principles enunciated in the Declaration called for
safeguarding natural resources i.e. air, water, land, flora and fauna, ecosystems etc.;
promotion and protection of the environment; wildlife conservation; management of
toxic substances; preventing pollution of the oceans etc. Stockholm Declaration has
become a foundation of International Environmental Law.
(ii) Rio Declaration, 1992
One of the significant international effort dealing with environmental pollution was
the Earth Summit held on Rio de Janeiro in 1992. The International Conference on
Human Environment of 1992 discussed in detail various issues like Greenhouse
effect, desertification, global warming, deforestation, ozone depletion and other
issues. Earth Summit provided groundwork for entering into various multilateral
treaties, agreements and guidelines dealing with environmental issues.
The Earth Summit resulted in approval of three key documents i.e.
 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development which contained 27 nonbinding guiding principles on environment and development
 An action plan in the form of Agenda 21 dealing with Sustainable
Development. The institution for monitoring the implementation of Agenda
21 was also created i.e. Commission on Sustainable Development
 An authoritative statement of Principles for a global consensus on the
management, conservation and sustainable development of forests. The
statement is not legally binding
Rio Declaration provided a great impetus of international environmental law and it
led to the adoption of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,
Convention on Biological Diversity and the negotiation on Convention on
Desertification. Earth Summit also paved the way for future summits/conferences on
Agenda 21 and accordingly, Earth plus five summit was held in 1997 at New York
wherein resolution for further implementation of Agenda 21 was adopted.
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1.15 ISSUES WITH THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION TREATIES
Regardless of the vast media attention received by the environmental treaties, the
system of creating and executing them is hardly functioning. The global
environmental treaty-making system—the set of instruments by which countries
fashion agreements to encourage more sustainable development—is not functioning
very well. The system is actually quite undeveloped. There are some, if any rules
concerning the no. of countries that should sign a treaty beforehand it can come into
action. The penalties for not meeting the treaty compulsions are hardly made explicit,
and the degree to which countries that have not signed a treaty, would be legally
bound by the principles that the rest of the world has accepted, is still a matter of
speculation. Execution of global environmental treaties practically does not exist.
Global environmental agreements will always indicate political as well as scientific
thoughts. This means that decision-making is always politicized: Some countries are
bound to resent the claims of others (and of non-governmental entities) that they see
as danger to their sovereignty. In general, during the treatymaking process, politics
leads scientific considerations.
No particular institution has the accountability for establishing institutional treatymaking capacity. There isn’t any central agency, no UN Environmental Treatymaking and Enforcement body to overlook multilateral treaties dealing with natural
resources or sustainable development. The UN Development Programme, the World
Bank, the UN Environment Program, and a long list of global agencies have all
weighed in at different times, but there is very little coordination among the many
independent treaty secretariats.
1.16 LET US SUM UP
Without access to a safe environment, human populations may not be able to exist at
even a basic level. The deliberate destruction of habitat or of access to clean and safe
water or food on a significant scale could represent a breach of the fundamental
human rights of the individuals within the targeted group, as would some other acts of
environmental destruction. Similarly, it is clear that the deliberate despoliation of the
environment can have catastrophic effects, not only in ecological terms but also on
human populations. Actions that have been strategically planned to destroy an
important part of the environment represent a breach of the basic human rights of the
targeted individuals. The relationship between human security and a safe and
habitable environment is fundamental, particularly in relation to access to natural
resources. There is a rising concern around the globe to preserve and protect the
nature and environment. So, the need of the hour is that all nations come together and
initiate strong action in this direction. Different nations around the world have started
to act jointly on this issue, which has led them to adopt and sign various Environment
Protection Treaties to preserve and protect the earth’s environment. Over the past 5
decades more than hundred such treaties have been adopted.
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1.17 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: ANSWER KEYS
Ans to Q. 1:

The Convention on long-range transboundary air pollution was
convened at Geneva (Switzerland) on 13th November, 1979 and
came into force on 16 March, 1983. The convention is
implemented by the European Monitoring and Evaluation
Programme (EMEP) (short for Cooperative Programme for
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of
Air Pollutants in Europe).

Ans to Q. 2:

(i) to stabilize greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere
to a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic
interference with the climate system, within a time-frame
sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate
change;
(ii) to ensure that food production is not threatened; and
(iii) to enable economic development to proceed in a
sustainable manner.
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2.1 INTRODUCTION
India’s first serious attempt regarding environmental legislation was through the 42nd
amendment to the constitution in 1976 which incorporated Fundamental Rights and
Duties and Directive Principles of State Policy concerning protection for environment
and protection of forests and wildlife of the country. Effective enforcement of
environmental legislations is needed in order to prevent the serious effect on human
health and animals. In 1980, Department of Environment came into existence.
Effective enforcement of environmental legislations is needed in order to prevent the
serious effect on human health and animals. In 1980, Department of Environment
came into existence. Later on, in 1985 Department of Environment was elevated to
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) is the central
agency working with prime objectives of
• Protection of the environment & ensuring the welfare of animals
• Prevention and abatement of pollution
• Afforestation and regeneration of degraded areas
• Conservation and survey of flora, fauna, forests and wildlife
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2.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After studying this unit, you will be able to
• know about the various Indian environmental laws enacted till date
• understand the Air Act, 1981, Water Act, 1974
• discuss about the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and the
• describe the importance of Wild Life Act
• understand the need for Environment Protection Act
• gather some knowledge about the Environment Action Programme, National
Green Tribunal and the Wetland Protection Laws in India
• explain the Constitutional Provisions relating to environment protection in
India
2.3 THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT, 1986
The Environment (Protection) Act was passed by the Indian Parliament on 23rd May,
1986. This Act refers to the Stockholm conference of 1972 and is based on Article
253 of the Constitution. By virtue of this Act, the Union Govt. has armed itself with
considerable powers deemed essential to avert, control and prevent environmental
pollution. These powers include co-ordination of activities by states, planning and
implementation of nationwide environmental programs, laying down environmental
quality standards, particularly those governing emission or discharge of
environmental pollutants, setting restrictions on the location of industries etc.
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 was designed to act as an “umbrella” legislation
as it enable the Central Government to coordinate the activities of various central and
state authorities set up for preservation, conservation and protection of the
environment under previous Acts such as
• Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
• Water (Prevention and Control of pollution) Act, 1974
• Forest Conservation Act, 1980
• Air (Prevention and Control of pollution) Act, 1981
The main objectives of the EPA are • To provide for the protection and improvement of environment and for
matters connected with it.
• To effectively implement the decisions taken at the United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm) 1972, in which India
also participated, to take appropriate steps for the protection and enhancement
of human environment and the prevention of hazards to human beings, other
living creatures, plants and property
2.4 AIR (PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1981
Constitution of India, as originally enacted did not contain any specific provision
pertaining to environment protection, in general and prevention and control of air
pollution, in particular. The United Nations Conference on Human Environment held
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at Stockholm in June 1972 decided to take appropriate steps for preservation and
protection of natural resources of the earth including Air. India participated in this
conference. Stockholm conference is watershed in International Environmental law
and it affected Indian nation also. Once, Indian nation decided to implement the
decisions taken at Stockholm conference, it enacted Water Act, 1974 and Air
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 (hereinafter referred to as Air Act).
Air Act was enacted under Article 253 of the Constitution. The Act came into force
on 16th May 1981 and it applies to whole of India.
The objectives of the Air Act, as stated in the Preamble, are as follows:
i. To provide for the prevention, control and abatement of air pollution;
ii. To provide for the establishment of Central and State Pollution Boards for
carrying out the purposes of the Act;
iii. To confer powers upon Central and State Boards for carrying out the
functions assigned by the Act and;
iv. To preserve the quality of air.
The Act defines air pollution as the presence in the atmosphere of air pollutant. Air
pollutant is defined to mean any solid, liquid or gaseous substance including noise
present in the air in such concentration as may be or tend to be injurious to human
beings or other living creatures or plants or property or environment. Thus the
definition of air pollutant is very wide to include the presence of any substance in the
atmosphere which might be injurious to the plants, living creatures, human being or
the environment. The Amendment Act of 1987 inserted words ‘including noise’ in the
definition of air pollutant thereby further widening the definition of the term air
pollutant. Thus, if the noise exceeds tolerance limits as to be injurious to human
beings, living creatures, plants or environment, it comes within the meaning of air
pollution. The Act defines various other terms such as approved fuel, approved
appliance, automobile, chimney, emission, control equipment, occupier etc..
The Act prescribes various functions for the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
at the apex level and the State Pollution Control Board (SPCB) at the state level. The
main functions of CPCB are as follows
• Advice Central Government on any matter concerning air quality
• Publish technical and statistical data related to Air Pollution
• Sponsor investigations and research related to prevention, control and
abatement of air pollution
• Plan nationwide program for prevention and control of air pollution
• Lay down Standards for Air Quality and provide technical guidance to state
pollution control boards.
State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) the following functions. Apart from planning
comprehensive programmes for prevention, control and abatement of air pollution,
they collaborate with Central Pollution Control Boards (CPCBs) for such
programmes. They collect and disseminate information related to air pollution.
Advising State Government on any matter concerning air pollution is also one of the
important functions of SPCBs.
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2.5 THE BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ACT, 2002
India is one of the seventeen mega diversity nations of the world and has four
biodiversity hotspots. After an extensive and intensive consultation process involving
the stakeholders, the Central Government has brought Biological Diversity Act which
was enacted in the year 2002 and notified the rules called as the Biological Diversity
Rules in 2004. The genesis of the law can be traced to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), which was signed at the Rio Summit in 1992. The Act gives
recognition to the establishment of National Biodiversity Authority which was set up
in October, 2003 in Chennai.
The NBA consists of a Chairperson, five non-official and ten ex-officio members to
be appointed by the Central Government to represent various Ministries. The vision
of NBA is the conservation and sustainable use of India’s rich biodiversity and
associated knowledge with people’s participation, ensuring the process of benefit
sharing for well-being of present and future generations. Then the Act establishes the
State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs) constituted by the State Governments deal with all
matters relating to access by Indians for commercial purposes. The institutions of
self-governments are required to set up Biodiversity Management Committees
(BMCs) in their respective areas for conservation, sustainable use, documentation of
biodiversity and chronicling of knowledge related to biodiversity. The Act prescribed
an institutional framework in order to implement the three Convention objectives of
conservation, sustainable use, and equitable sharing of beneﬁts arising out of the use
of biological resources and related knowledge. The Preamble of the Act states, that
‘An Act to provide for conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of its
components and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the use of
biological resources, knowledge and for matters connected there with or incidental
thereto’.
The definition of biological diversity under the Biological Diversity Act is the
variability among living organisms from all sources and the ecological complexes of
which they are part and includes diversity within species or between species and of
eco-systems.
Salient Features of the Biological Diversity Act
To regulate access to biological resources of the country with the purpose of securing
equitable share in benefits arising out of the use of biological resources; and
associated knowledge relating to biological resources;
• To conserve and sustainably use biological diversity;
• To respect and protect knowledge of local communities related to
biodiversity;
• To secure sharing of benefits with local people as conservers of biological
resources and holders of knowledge and information relating to the use of
biological resources;
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•
•
•

Conservation and development of areas of importance from the standpoint of
biological diversity by declaring them as biological diversity heritage sites;
Protection and rehabilitation of threatened species; and
Involvement of institutions of state governments in the broad scheme of the
implementation of the Biological Diversity Act through constitution of
committees.

2.6 WATER PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION ACT, 1974
Clean and pure water is essential for the survival of mankind on this planet earth.
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 (hereinafter referred to as
Water Act) was enacted in pursuance of resolutions passed by State legislatures under
Article 252 of the Constitution of India. The Act was first in the series of laws dealing
with pollution in India.
The Act was passed with the following main objectives:
• to make provisions for prevention and control of Water Pollution
• for providing legal regime aimed at maintaining or restoring wholesomeness
of water
• for establishment of Central and State Pollution Control Boards to regulate
and curb water pollution.
The Water Act contains 64 sections and is divided into eight chapters. Chapter I deals
with the preliminary part i.e. date of enforcement, application of the Act and
definitions. As stated earlier, originally the Act was passed in pursuance of
resolutions passed by 12 State legislatures and it was made applicable in those States
and in Union Territories immediately. As of date, the Act is applicable throughout the
territory of India. The Union government has enacted Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Rules, 1975 under the Water Act. Water Act provides for the
establishment of Central Pollution Control Board at the National Level and for
establishment of State Pollution Control Boards in States to regulate, prevent and
control water pollution and lay down standards for emission in streams and matters
connected therewith.
(i) Central Pollution Control Board
The Water Act cast a duty on the Union government to constitute Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB). The Board has the features of a body corporate with perpetual
succession, common seal, capacity to sue and be sued, power to acquire, hold and
dispose of property, capacity to contract etc. CPCB is entrusted with multifarious
tasks concerning prevention, control and mitigation of water pollution and to coordinate the functioning of State Boards.
(ii) State Pollution Control Boards
Water Act casts important and multifarious functions and duties upon State Pollution
Control Boards. These State Pollution Control Boards are required to be constituted
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by State Governments. Like its National counterpart, these Boards have the attributes
of a Body Corporate, capacity to sue and be sued, capacity to hold, acquire and
dispose of property, perpetual succession, common seal etc.
(iii) Joint Boards
Water Act empowers two or more states to enter into agreement for constitution of
Joint Boards to discharge the functions of State Boards. Agreement for constitution of
Joint Boards can be entered into between
(i)
Two or more adjoining states or
(ii)
Union government in respect of one or more Union Territories on one side
and one or more states adjoining such UTs on the other side.
Agreement for constitution of Joint Boards to perform the functions of State Boards
may be renewed from time to time. Such agreement may also contain the following:
(i)
Provisions for division/apportionment of expenditure between
participating governments.
(ii)
Provisions for distribution of powers and functions between participating
governments.
(iii)
Provisions for consultation on general or particular matters between
participating governments and
(iv)
Other incidental and ancillary matters.
2.7 WETLAND PROTECTION LAWS IN INDIA
A wetland is a land area that is saturated with water, either permanently or seasonally
in such a manner that acquires the features of a distinct ecosystem. However, what
sets apart the wetlands from other forms like land, water bodies etc. is the distinct
vegetation of plants. Wetland means where water is near to the surface of the land.
Where water is shallow is also a place of wetland. Wetlands are those areas where the
water is the primary factor in controlling the life of plants and animal life.
India is also a signatory to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and the Convention
of Biological Diversity. India being one of the mega diverse nations of the world
should strive to conserve the ecological character of these ecosystems along with the
biodiversity of the flora and fauna associated with these ecosystems. Wetlands are not
delineated under any specific administrative jurisdiction. The primary responsibility
for the management of these ecosystems is in the hands of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests. Although some wetlands are protected after the formulation
of the Wildlife Protection Act, the others are in grave danger of extinction. Effective
coordination between the different ministries, energy, industry, fisheries revenue,
agriculture, transport and water resources, is essential for the protection of these
ecosystems. Protection laws and government initiatives with regards to Wetlands
conservation in India is influenced by an array of policy and legislative measures.
Some of the key legislations are given below:
• Indian Fisheries Act, 1857
• The Indian Forest Act, 1927
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
The Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
The Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
Territorial Water, Continental Shelf, Exclusive Economic Zone and other
Marine Zones Act, 1976
Maritime Zone of India (Regulation and fishing by foreign vessels) Act, 1980
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
Environmental Protection Act, 1986 and various notifications framed under
the act.
Coastal Zone Regulation Notification, 1991
National Conservation Strategy and Policy
Statement on Environment and Development 1992
National Policy and Macro level Action Strategy on Biodiversity, 1999

The Ministry of Environment and Forest, Government of India has enacted elaborate
programs on Wetland conservation and management in India. At present, India has
around 26 Ramsar Recognized Wetlands and six more sites have been identified for
the purpose of inclusion in the list of Ramsar Recognized Wetlands. Recently, the
Government of India has notified Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules,
2017 for the purpose of conservation and management of Wetland.
Montreux Record
Montreux Record is the principal tool under the Ramsar Convention, is a register of
wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of International importance. It highlights those
sites where adverse changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring, or
are likely to occur as a result of technological developments, pollution or other human
interference and which are therefore in need of priority conservation attention. It is
maintained as part of the Ramsar List. Montreux Record are employed to identify
priority sites for positive national and international conservation attention. Sites may
be added to and removed from the Record only with the approval of the Contracting
Parties in which they lie.
Montreux Record Sites in India
Chilika lake, Odisha was placed on the Montreux Record in 1993 due to siltation,
which was choking following the rehabilitation efforts of the government, it ws
removed from the Record in 2002. For this achievement, the Chilika Development
Authority received the Ramsar Wetland Conservation Award for 2002.
Loktak lake, Manipur was included on the Montreux Record in 1993 (signifying
habitat degradation), as a result of ecological problems such as deforestation in the
catchment area, infestation of water hyacinth and pollution. The construction of a
hydroelectric power plant has caused the local extinction of several native fish
species.
Keoladeo national park, Rajasthan was placed on the Montreux Record in 1990 due to
water shortage and unbalanced grazing regime around it. The invasive growth of the
grass Paspalum distichum has changed the ecological character of large areas of the
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site, reducing its suitability for certain waterbird species, notably the Siberian crane.
Loktak lake and Keoladeo national park are the two Montreux Record sites in India.

Check Your Progress Exercise 2.1
Notes:
I.
Write your answer in the space given below.
II.
Compare your answer with the one given at the end of this Unit.
Question 1) Write the objectives of Water Prevention And Control Of Pollution
Act, 1974.
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
Question 2) Explain about Montreux Record. Give two examples.
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………..………………………………………
……….……..…………………………………………………………………………

2.8 THE WILD LIFE (PROTECTION) ACT, 1972
The Conservation of wildlife is of immense importance to mankind, the extinction of
wildlife would ultimately lead to the extinction of the human species itself. The
ecological balance of the nature is disrupted if any harm is caused to the wildlife.
Conservation of living natural resources - plants, animals, and microorganisms and
the non-living elements of the environment on which they depend is crucial for
development and progress. Wildlife resources constitute a vital link in the survival of
the human species, because every one of us depends on plants and animals for all
vital components of our welfare. The whole environment runs in the form of a food
chain and survival and dependence of all the species is vital and interdependent.
The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 was passed by the Parliament under Article 252
of the Constitution at the request of eleven states and was intended to provide a
comprehensive National framework for wildlife protection and to adopt a
conservation strategy for specified endangered species and provide for protection of
all species in specified areas. The Preamble of the Act Lays down, “An Act to
provide for the protection of wild animals, birds and plants and for matters connected
therewith or ancillary or incidental thereto with a view to ensuring the ecological and
environmental security of the country.”
The Act serves the Constitutional purpose mentioned under Article 48 A and Article
51 A (g) as it prohibits hunting of wild animals except in certain limited
circumstances. The court has declared that the provision of the wildlife Act are
salutary and are necessary to be implemented to maintain ecological chain and
balance.
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2.9 CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION IN INDIA
Protection of the environment is indeed our fundamental right enshrined in the
Constitution. It states about the constitutional provisions concerning the protection of
environment and promotion of clean and healthy environment; the interpretation of
constitutional provisions by higher judiciary and the legal regime established under
the Constitution. Our constitution also in Article 48 A and 51A (g) has provided
enough safeguards to protect environment. In 48 A, Directive principle of state policy
it stated that ―the state shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and
to safeguard the forests and wild life of the country. Article 51 A (g) (Fundamental
duties of citizens) states ―it shall be the duty of citizen of India to protect and
improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life and to
have compassion for living creatures.
Thus, though there were no express provisions pertaining to protection of
environment in the Constitution yet promotion of environmental protection was
implicit in Part IV of the Constitution of India even prior to its amendment by
Constitution (Forty-second Amendment) Act, 1976. Constitution (Forty-second
Amendment) Act, 1976 inserted an express provision pertaining to environmental
protection in Part IV in the form of Article 48A. It reads as under:
“The State shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard
the forests and wild life of the country”.
After insertion of an express provision in Part IV along with other provision in other
parts of the Constitution, it became incumbent on the part of the State to protect the
environment and to promote clean environment. As stated earlier directive principles
are fundamental in the governance of the country and all the organs of the State while
making laws are to apply directive principles.
2.10 FEW IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS ENACTED IN INDIA
After discussing about the important acts in India, now, we will discuss about few
more important acts or laws in India for environmental protection.
1948 – The Factories Act and Amendment in 1987 was the first Act to show
concern for the working conditions and working environment of the workers. The
amendment of 1987 has strengthened its environmental focus and broadened its
application to perilous processes.
1977 - The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act provides for the
levy and collection of fees or cess on the industries and local authorities consuming
water.
1986 - The Environment (Protection) Rules lay down procedures for establishing
standards of emission and discharge of environmental pollutants.
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1987 - The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Act entrusts
the central and state pollution control boards with the power to tackle with grave
emergencies of air pollution.
1988 - The Motor Vehicles Act mentions that all hazardous waste needs to be
properly packaged, labelled, and transported.
1991 - The Coastal Regulation Zone Notification regulates various types of
activities, including construction. It provides some protection to the backwaters and
estuaries.
1995 - The National Environmental Tribunal Act was enacted to provide
compensation for damages to property, persons and the environment arising from any
activity involving hazardous substances.
1998 - The Biomedical waste (Management and Handling) Rules legally binds the
health care institutions to integrate the process of proper handling of hospital waste
such as segregation, collection, disposal and treatment.
1999 - The Environment (Siting for Industrial Projects) Rules, 1999 provides for
elaborated provisions related to the areas needed to be avoided for siting of industries,
precautionary measures to be kept in mind for site selection and also the aspects of
environmental protection which must have been incorporated during the execution of
the industrial development projects.
2000 - The Ozone Depleting Substances (Regulation and Control) Rules were
enacted to regulate the production and consumption of ozone depleting substances.
2002 - The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) (Amendment) Rules contain
the terms and conditions which are imperative to prevent noise pollution, permit use
of loud speakers, music systems or public address systems during night.
2010- National Green Tribunal (NGT) was set up in October 2010 in accordance
with the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010.
2.11 ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATIONS IN INDIA
In India, the National Environment Policy (NEP), 2006 was made by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests to view the key environmental challenges, their causes and
effects, objectives of policy formulation and strategies and action programme to
satisfy the objectives and mechanisms that need to be implemented and reviewed.
Though most of the constituents of the environment including land, water and forests
are under State purview, the Union government has passed Acts to protect the
environment from degradation and destruction by using Article 242 of the
Constitution which empowers the Union to pass legislation on matters mentioned in
the state list if two or more States ask it to do so. Now we will discuss about the
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Environment Action Programme (EAP) and National Green Tribunal (NGT) in detail.
Environment Action Programme (EAP)
Environment Action Programme was formulated by the Government in January 1994.
The aim is to strengthen environment impact assessment of various projects through
an organised system of natural resource accounting and environmental statistics.
The EAP focusses on the following areas:
 Conservation of biodiversity including forests, marine life and mountain
ecosystems;
 Conservation of soil and moisture and ensuring that water sources do not get
polluted;
 Control of industrial pollution and waste;
 Access to clean technologies;
 Tackling urban environmental issues;
 Strengthening environmental education, training, awareness and resources
management;
 Alternative energy plan
The programmes envisaged in the EAP coordinate with the thrust areas identified in
the Agenda 21 adopted at the Earth Summit in June 1992.
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
National Green Tribunal (NGT) was set up in October 2010 in accordance with the
National Green Tribunal Act, 2010. The tribunal has 20 members -10 from the
Judiciary and 10 who are experts in the field of environment and related sciences. The
tribunal has the jurisdiction over all civil cases where a substantial question relating
to environment (including environment of any legal right relating to environment), is
involved such as The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; The
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977; the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980; The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981;
The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991;
and The Biological Diversity Act, 2002.
The Tribunal may, by an order, provide,
(a) relief and compensation to the victims of pollution and other
environmental damage arising under the enactments specified in the Schedule
I (including accident occurring while handling any hazardous substance);
(b) for restitution of property damaged;
(c) for restitution of the environment for such area or areas, as the Tribunal
may think fit.
2.12 LET US SUM UP
Environmental issues such as climate variation, the depletion of natural resources and
pollution are major concern of worldwide consequence concerning governments,
businesses and consumers globally. Effective implementation of Environment
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(Protection) Act can address the various environmental challenges. The Central
Government issues guidelines, notifications, policies & programmes under
Environment (Protection) Act 1986, from time to time, relating to protection of
environment, conservation of biological diversity and for attaining high standards of
environmental quality. Environment (Protection) Act follows the “Polluter Pay”
principle that ensures polluter must pay for damage caused to environment and
human health. Only clean and healthy environment can offer opportunities for
sustainable economic growth. The constitutional provisions are supported by a
number of laws – rules and acts. The Indian Constitution clearly mentions that it is
the state’s duty to ‘protect and ameliorate the environment and to preserve the
wildlife and forests of the country’. It imposes an onus and responsibility on all native
‘to defend and ameliorate the natural environment including lakes, rivers, forests and
wildlife’ as we share the common universe.
2.13 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: ANSWER KEYS
Ans to Q. 1:

(i) to make provisions for prevention and control of Water
Pollution or providing legal regime aimed at maintaining or
restoring wholesomeness of water
(ii) for establishment of Central and State Pollution Control
Boards to regulate and curb water pollution.

Ans to Q. 2:

Montreux Record is the principal tool under the Ramsar
Convention, is a register of wetland sites on the List of
Wetlands of International importance. Montreux Record are
employed to identify priority sites for positive national and
international conservation attention. Loktak lake and Keoladeo
national park are the two Montreux Record sites in India.
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3.1 INTRODUCTION
In this unit we will get to know about the role of civil society organizations in
environmental protection in global and national level. By Civil society organizations
we will discuss about the number of international and national NGOs and mass media
(print and electronic) working for the protection and conservation of environment.
NGOs have, in particular, played an important role in raising environmental concerns,
developing awareness of environmental issues and promoting sustainable
development. The encouragement of public participation in environmental
management through legislation in recent years has also enhanced the role of NGOs
and Major Groups. Perhaps the most promising development for protecting the global
environment since the Earth Summit is the rise of a global environmental movement.
The number of environmental nongovernmental organizations (ENGOs) addressing
international issues, particularly in developing countries, has exploded in recent
years, as has their capacity to build networks, gather and analyse technical
information, and gain the attention of key policymakers. Virtually every country has
at least one environmental NGO, many of which actively seek to collaborate with
their colleagues from other countries.
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3.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After studying this unit, you will be able to:
 state about the role of civil society organizations or environmental NonGovernmental Organizations (NGOS)
 understand the role of international non-state actors in protecting the
environment
 explain the relation between ENGOs and environmental protection
 discuss the role of ENGOs in environmental protection in India
 know the role of media (print and electronic) in environmental protection
3.3 ENVIRONMENTAL
(NGOS)

NON-GOVERNMENTAL

ORGANIZATIONS

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) are usually referred for organizations
which are not part of government though could be funded by the government. The
primary objective of these organizations is public service. Non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) have been defined by the World Bank as ‘private organizations
that pursue activities to relieve suffering, promote the interests of the poor, protect the
environment, provide basic social services, or undertake community development’.
NGO activities can be local, national or international. NGOs have contributed to the
development of communities around the world and are important partners of many
governments – while remaining independent from governments. NGOs must be nonprofit and can include environmental groups, research institutions, business groups,
and associations of urban and local governments.
The most comprehensive definition of non-governmental actors is the one assigning
all following characteristics to it:
 They are financially independent of states and are not under the effective
control of central government. These organizations usually arise from civil
societies, market economy, or politic trends.
 They act and collaborate in networks extends beyond states; hence, they
involve in trans-national relations to create strong linkage among political
systems, economies, and societies.
 They act consciously in a way whose first purpose is to influence international
institutions or national political outcomes.
Perhaps the most promising development for protecting the global environment since
the Earth Summit is the rise of a global environmental movement. The number of
environmental nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) addressing international
issues, particularly in developing countries, has exploded in recent years, as has their
capacity to build networks, gather and analyse technical information, and gain the
attention of key policymakers. Virtually every country has at least one environmental
NGO, many of which actively seek to collaborate with their colleagues from other
countries. To be sure, the primary impact of NGOs is indirect—through pressuring
national governments—but in recent years NGOs have also begun to participate
directly in international environmental negotiations. For example, the U.S.
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delegations to international meetings now routinely include both environmental NGO
and industry representatives as unofficial observers. Given that environmental NGOs
are generally more likely to insist on environmental protection than are government
representatives, this trend toward the democratization of international environmental
law will generally work to the environment’s advantage.
3.4 ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
The UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED or the Earth
Summit) was held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. The 1992 Rio Earth Summit was
considered as the turning point for global environmental policy. More than one
hundred countries came to the Rio summit, which sought to merge two critical
international concerns—environmental protection and economic development—that
had been evolving on different tracks during the 1970s and 1980s. For developing
countries, the merger of environment and development was a major improvement
over earlier environmental conferences. Now a days non-state actors—for example,
transnational corporations and NGOs—gather their own information, make their own
alliances, and expect to participate fully in international affairs. Here, we can cite
some examples of international non-state actors.
International Non State Actors Examples:
 Earth System Governance Project (ESGP)
 Earth Watch Institute
 European Environment Agency (EEA)
 European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
 Fauna and Flora International
 Friends of the Earth International
 Global Environment Facility (GEF)
 Green Cross International
 Greenpeace International
 Interamerican Association for Environmental Defense
 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
 International Network for Sustainable Energy (INFORSE)
 International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
 Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia
(PEMSEA)
 World Nature Organization (WNO)
 World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
In this segment we will discuss about few of the international non-state actors or
INGOs in the field of environmental protection.
(i) Fauna and Flora International
Fauna and Flora International (formerly the Fauna and Flora Preservation Society), is
an environmental NGO specializing in nature conservation . It was founded in 1903
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by a group of British naturalists and statesmen in Africa . Its aim was to preserve the
future of the populations of large mammals in southern Africa, which had declined
alarmingly because of excessive hunting and the destruction of their habitat. FFI has
members in over 80 countries.
FFI has a 7- step approach to biodiversity conservation:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Build local infrastructure for conservation
Reconciling human and biodiversity needs
Direct protection of species and habitats
Protect land useful for conservation
Respond quickly to conservation emergencies
Influencing conservation policies and practice
Bridging the gap between economic interest and preservation of biodiversity.

(ii) Friends of the Earth International
Friends of the Earth (FoE) is an international association of a number of branches and
affiliate environmental groups. Its main focus is on social justice as a means to
environmental sustainability. Friends of the Earth International is the world's largest
grassroots environmental network, uniting 77 national member groups and some
5,000 local activist groups on every continent. With over 2 million members and
supporters around the world, the group campaign on today's most urgent
environmental and social issues. It challenge the current model of economic and
corporate globalization, and promote solutions that will help to create
environmentally sustainable and socially just societies. FOE organisation is working
in collaboration with its branches in United States, United Kingdom and Australia.
(iii) Greenpeace International
Greenpeace is an international non-governmental organisation working for
the protection and conservation of the environment. It is known for its direct actions
and has been described as the most visible environmental organization in the world.
This organization was set up in Vancouver, Canada in 1971 and now it is operating in
46 countries with a number of regional and national offices. Greenpeace received
international attention during the 1980s and evolved into one of the largest
environmental organizations in the world. All Greenpeace actions are based on a
common set of values and should therefore be: nonviolent, non-partisan, independent
and international.
Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organization that acts to change
attitudes and behaviour, to protect and conserve the environment and to
promote peace by:




Catalysing an energy revolution to address the number one threat facing our
planet: climate change.
Defending our oceans by challenging wasteful and destructive fishing, and
creating a global network of marine reserves.
Protecting the world’s remaining ancient forests which are depended on by
many animals, plants and people.
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Working for disarmament and peace by reducing dependence on finite
resources and calling for the elimination of all nuclear weapons.
Creating a toxin free future with safer alternatives to hazardous chemicals in
today's products and manufacturing.
Campaigning for sustainable agriculture by encouraging socially and
ecologically responsible farming practices.

(iv) International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN; officially International
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources is an international
organization working in the field of nature conservation and sustainable use of natural
resources. IUCN was established in 1948. It was previously called the International
Union for the Protection of Nature (1948–1956) and the World Conservation Union
(1990–2008). IUCN is a membership Union composed of both government and civil
society organisations. Created in 1948, the IUCN is the world’s oldest global
environmental organisation. IUCN has a membership of over 1400 governmental and
non-governmental organizations and almost 16,000 volunteer experts in 160
countries. IUCN’s mission is to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout
the world to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use
of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable. It is the global authority
on the status of the natural world and the measures needed to safeguard it.
It is organised into six commissions which are dedicated to
 species survival,
 environmental law,
 protected areas,
 social and economic policy,
 ecosystem management,
 education and communication.
IUCN runs field projects for habitat and species conservation around the world. It
produces the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and the IUCN Red List of
Ecosystems. The IUCN Red List of Ecosystems is applicable at local, national,
regional and global levels. IUCN’s stated goal is to expand the global network
of national parks and other protected areas and promote good management of such
areas. In particular, it focuses on greater protection of the oceans and marine habitats.
IUCN works on the basis of four-year programs, determined by the membership. In
the IUCN Programme for 2017–2020 conserving nature and biodiversity is linked to
sustainable development and poverty reduction. IUCN states that it aims to have a
solid factual base for its work and takes into account the knowledge held by
indigenous groups and other traditional users of natural resources.
The IUCN Programme 2017–2020 identifies three priority areas


Valuing and conserving nature.



Promoting and supporting effective and equitable governance of natural
resources
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Deploying Nature Based Solutions to address societal challenges including
climate change, food security and economic and social development.

IUCN does not itself aim to directly mobilize the general public. Education has been
part of IUCN's work program since the early days but the focus is on stakeholder
involvement and strategic communication rather than mass-campaigns.

Check Your Progress Exercise 3.1
Notes:
I.
Write your answer in the space given below.
II.
Compare your answer with the one given at the end of this Unit.
Question 1) Describe FFI’s seven step approach to biodiversity conservation.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…….……………………………………………..……………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..
Question 2) What are the three priority areas of IUCN?
………………………………………………………………………………………….
.……..…………………………………………………………………………………
……………..…………………………………………………………………………..

(v) World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) is an international non-governmental
organization working for the protection of wildlife and environment. Formerly it was
known as World Wildlife Fund. It was founded in 1961 and since then working in the
field of wildlife preservation, and the reduction of human impact on the environment.
In 1986, the organization changed its name to World Wide Fund for Nature, while
retaining the WWF initials. However, it continued at that time to operate under the
original name in the United States and Canada. WWF is the world's
largest conservation organization with over five million supporters worldwide. It is
working in more than 100 countries, supporting around 1,300 conservation and
environmental projects. Its main aim is to stop the degradation of the planet's natural
environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature. Its
mission is “to halt and reverse the destruction of our natural environment”.
Much of its work focuses on the conservation of three biomes that contain most of the
world’s biodiversity
 forests,
 freshwater ecosystems, and
 oceans and coasts.
Among
other
issues,
it
is
also
concerned
with
endangered species, pollution and climate change. WWF scientists and many others
identified 238 ecoregions that represent the world's most biologically
outstanding terrestrial, freshwater and marine habitats, based on a worldwide
biodiversity analysis which the organization says was the first of its kind. In the early
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2000s its work was focused on a subset of these ecoregions, in the areas of forest,
freshwater and marine habitat conservation, endangered species conservation, climate
change, and the elimination of the most toxic chemicals.
In the 1990s, WWF revised its mission statement to:
Stop the degradation of the planet's natural environment and to build a future in
which humans live in harmony with nature, by:




conserving the world's biological diversity;
ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable
promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.

3.5 RELATION BETWEEN NGOS AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
In India, for an entity to become an NGO, it has to register either as a Trust, Society
or a private limited non-profit company, under section-25 Company of the Indian
Companies Act, 1956. Environmental NGOs typically take up causes related to the
environment such Climate Change, Air Pollution, Deforestation, Ozone Layer
Depletion, Waste Management, Biodiversity and Land Use, Energy, Conservation,
Environmental degradation, Land Degradation Some of the Prominent examples of
Environmental NGO working in India are Greenpeace India, Awaaz Foundation,
Centre for Science and Environment, Goa Foundation, CERE India, Conserve,
Foundation For Ecological Security, Exnora International, Goa Foundation, WWF
India and Winrock International India.
Large population base and high growth rate of the economy has created challenges
and issue at the environmental front, particularly related to Air and water Pollution,
deforestation and depletion of natural resources at fast pace. India has to take
immediate action to slow and reverse the environment degradation. India has to work
on Environmental sustainability. As per the World Commission on Environment and
Development, sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs (1987). Environmental Sustainability deals with maintenance or improvement
to the quality of environment for long term. There is a growing coordination between
UN agencies and NGOs in all areas such as policy making, human rights, peace and
disarmament, environmental Issues. It also discussed overall environmental activities
carried out by International and National NGOs.
Role of NGOs in the Protection of Environment:
On the basis of the object of environmental protection, NGOs can be classified into
two categories. Firstly, NGOs for environmental protection, secondly, NGOs for
socio- economic developing, but having concern for safe environment. Many of the
NGOs are belonging to the latter category. Only very few NGOs are working directly
for the cause and object of environmental protection.
The role of NGOs in the protecting the environment can be classified into two
categories;
a) Protecting the environment by way of using some techniques, i.e. action
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oriented programmes such as planting of trees for conservation of soil,
growing endangered and rare tree species etc.,
b) Creating awareness among the people about environmental degradation and
finding solutions to protect the environment involving the people.
The role of NGOs in the protection of environment assumes greater importance in the
context of their widespread presence, the initiative and role they have been already
playing, the capabilities developed in the last few years in the sphere of environment
protection. NGOs typically take up causes related to environment such as; climate
change, pollution, deforestation, ozone layer depletion, waste management,
biodiversity and land use, energy conservation, environmental degradation and land
degradation.
3.6 IMPORTANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL NGOS IN ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION IN INDIA
“Think globally, act locally” has been the watchword of environmentalists and global
institutions involved in environmental protection. NGOs are non- governmental
organizations usually referred to as organizations which are not part of government
though could be funded by the government. The primary objectives of these
organizations is public service, maintenance of the purity and the safety of the
environment in the face of increasing urbanization, industrialization and
mechanization has been emerging as the most challenging problem facing mankind at
this juncture, both national and international arena. The role of Environmental NGOs
as a major stakeholder in Environmental Causes has increased both in dimension and
stature over last decades. Most of the Environment NGO started as small
organizations focused on one or few of following causes– Education & Training,
Environment research, Environment Monitoring, Air or Water Pollution, Land
degradation, Waste Management, Toxic & Chemical Waste, Saving Wild life and Eco
Sensitive Zones. Many ENGOs have started collaboration with Government and
Industry to create a sustainable structure for future growth. These organizations
provide consultancy to industrial houses and corporates, and are actively engaged at
various levels with the government on developing Environment friendly and
sustainable development policies. Some of the companies are collaborating with
NGOs to implement their Corporate Social Responsibilities. With the power of media
and Judicial Activism, Environmental NGOs are able perform functions better, which
may not have been possible otherwise. The enhanced roles played by ENGOs come
with lot of responsibilities and challenges which they need to bear in mind.
Over the period, some of these organizations have transformed themselves into highly
professional and respectful organizations. For Instance, a prominent India NGO,
Centre for Science and Environment started in 1980 as an organization focused on
creating Public awareness on Science , technology , Environment and development.
But over the past 30 years, its grown into highly organized and professional
organization focused on Pollution Monitoring, Developed a Knowledge Portal – a
comprehensive website & series of publication on Environment Issues, created
innovative mechanisms such as Green Rating points for the Industry, and turned into
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knowledge based environment activism.
Based on the study of several Environmental NGOs operating in India, there is work
flow that is followed by most of the successful ENGOs. Most of the ENGOs have a
mission and set of Environmental objectives they want to achieve. To fight for a
cause, it’s too important to gather the relevant information relevant to the problem as
facts are important to make the strong case. The Environmental NGOs rely on
Secondary and Primary sources to gather information about the issue at hand. This
could in the form of Government Reports prepared by Ministry of Environment and
Forest, Centre& State Pollution Boards, or through attending conferences and
seminars organized at National & International level. The media, particularly
Electronic and Newspaper bring forth burning environmental issues which can be
taken by the certain Environmental NGOs to pursue. The actions of ENGOs include
Education and Training to stakeholders, Environmental Monitoring, resorting to
protests (Chipko Movement), Physical Effort (Cleaning River Ganges), or mobilizing
support for Environmental Causes, or litigation against Polluters or PIL against
unfavourable laws and regulation.
Study of few prominent ENGOs working in India
Name

Focus

Activities /Impact

Greenpeace
India

Climate Change,
Toxic Waste,
Nuclear Safety,
Overfishing
Protection,
Environment
Degradation

Pushed the Indian Govt. for Unlimited
Liability of Supplier which led to
increase in Liability of Suppliers from 5
Billion to 15 Billion in the Nuclear
Liability Bill; In 2008, Greenpeace
organized the meeting of major
electronic manufacture on e-waste which
leads to the ball rolling for a formal law
governing e-waste; Exposed presence &
sale of Genetically Engineered food in
the country leading to investigation by
Director general of Foreign Trade.

Centre for
Environment
al Research
and
Education
(CERE) India

Environment
Education,
Awareness and
Advocacy

CERE is commissioned by organizations
such as Tata power, TCS, Hindustan
Lever, IndusInd Bank map carbon
footprint & help cap carbon emissions.
Conducted lecturers & workshops in
many organisations such as ISB, Oberoi
Hotel, Danik Jagran, Aga Khan Society

Centre for
Science and
Environment,
India

Environment
Awareness, Propose
Sustainable Solution,
Climate Change, Air
Pollution, Water
Management,
Education &
Training, Food

In 2003, brought forth the issue of higher
pesticide residue content In soft drink by
cola giants Pepsi & Coke and also in
Bottled water. This led to government
forming joint parliament committee on
health and safety; Engaged with Bureau
of Indian Standards to put in place a
methodology for testing Pesticides.
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Safety & Toxins,
Climate Change

Involved in providing Green Rating
award to Industries on the basis of their
environmental performance. Successful
Green Awards.

WWF India

Conservation,
Wasteful
Consumption of
resource, Minimizing
Water Pollution,
Reduction of Toxic
waste &
Management of
Toxic Waste

Working actively to conserve critical
regions such as Bharatpur, Sunderbans,
Tiger reserves; Established Centre for
Environment Law (CEL) -involved in
policy analysis, campaigning, legal
Intervention in Environmental Laws

Conserve
India

Waste Management,
Up cycling

Trained hundreds of people in Delhi's
disadvantage to clear streets of Plastic
and bad waste. This is up cycling to
create designer handbags, wallets , shoes
and belts for high fashion

3.7 ROLE OF MEDIA
Media has played an important role in setting perceptions and creating awareness on
environmental issues. Environmental awareness is strategic communication process
to promote the knowledge of environment, keep people up to date about impacts of
human development and help them to know about sustainable development. Media
has always covered social and environmental issues thus it is the most revolutionary
device for spreading consciousness towards environment protection. Over 2600
global media channels operate with the support of about 3000 satellites, reaching
nearly 1.5 billion people across the globe. It can be argued that the majority of global
citizens learn about environmental issues, beyond their immediate surroundings,
through the global media. Extensive discussions are taking place throughout the
world in all forms of media on the subjects of global warming and climate change.
However, in media especially in developing nations like India, environmental issues
lack the sense of urgency. They often take a back seat as compared to popular stories.
Hardly anyone see to have any newspaper even a weekly supplement on Nature and
Environment issues. In a country like India with 1,05,443 newspapers and
periodicals, 604 All India Radio Channels, 243 private FM Radio Channels and 829
private Television channels, space and time allotted in the media for coverage of
Nature and Environmental issues is less than 1.5 %. It is even lesser in the regional
media.
However, media can play a vital role in spreading awareness about environmental
conservation and climate change related issues in context with bio-diversity. From the
issues like pollution to the climate change, the media had been playing a vital role in
creating awareness and raise issues to the pertaining topic of environment. The media
has been pivotal in covering the entire country of India in raising environment issues
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like drought in Gujarat, Air pollution in Delhi, Ground water level depletion in
Chennai and pollution from coal mines in Jharia, west Bengal. It is still to be
confirmed that the role of mass media is one of the most important factors underlying
the knowledge of environmental problems: This can only be true on the conditions
that first, mass media are accessible to large proportions of the population, second,
are spending some time on environmental issues and third, people are interested in
information on ecological issues provided by the media so that they view or listen to
the corresponding programs as well as read newspaper articles or other written
publications dealing with environmental issues.
The media used for the investigation of environmental awareness are newspaper,
radio and television programs which are widely and frequently used modern media.
There is a set of ideas about media tasks in society, like heralding information about
events and conditions in society and the world, facilitating innovation, adaptation and
advancement. The role of media is very important in shaping public awareness about
environment awareness i.e. global climate change and associated actions. When we
discuss the role of media, we focus on three key issues- to inform, to educate and to
entertain. Here we will discuss about the environmental awareness campaign by both
print and electronic media.
Environmental awareness campaign by mass media
(i) Print media
Print media, which is still dominant and most influential compared to electronic
media can play a big role in environmental protection. Environmental reporting can
contribute a lot for awareness. The concept of environmental protection is a reality
pertaining to livelihoods. A few print and broadcast media had offered columns and
feature programs on the environment. For example, Dainik Bhaskar campaignDainik Bhaskar a leading Hindi newspaper of India started “Jal Bachao Abhiyan”
among its readers in different states and it had a great impact on readers. “Jal
Satyagraha” initiative is being organised for a decade in the month of April and May
by Dainik Bhaskar as a special drive in summers. The objective of the campaign is to
create awareness and invoke individuals to 'Save Water'. The campaign encourages
people to take a pledge; inducing them to save 15% water in their daily usage.
(ii) Television
Television has become a new status symbol even in remote villages. A further
advantage of television as an educational media is that it is helpful in teaching
practical work. A televised presentation can be as clear as a face-to-face
demonstration. Discovery Channel, National Geographic Channel and Animal Planet
channel are presenting wildlife and drawing common peoples’ attention on
environment. The nation's leading TV channel group NDTV has launched a unique
campaign in April 2008 NDTV Toyota green campaign. This constant 24-hour
program has stars and celebrities participating in this program. It was an effort in
creating awareness for environmental issues among people. The campaign started The
Nobel laureate Dr. R.K. Pachauri, Jairam Ramesh (honourable former minister of
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India, forest and environment) and many film stars. Godrej Group, along with NDTV,
recently launched India’s first-of-its-kind environment-based reality show – “Green
Champion”. Godrej Green Champion will focus on raising awareness of issues that
plague our environment. This reality show will emphasise that the future of our nation
lies in the hands of the youth. It will bring to the fore key environmental issues and
highlight the positive impact created by even the smallest of “green” changes.
3.8 LET US SUM UP
The Environmental NGOs have emerged as strong and potent group for advocating
Environmental Issues. NGOs are playing a formidable role in the current Indian
Scenario. Environment NGOs have emerged as one of the strongest external pressure
groups in bring about the changes in Environmental laws and regulations as well as
enforcement of environment rules and regulation. Also, increasingly, environmental
NGOs are using RTI to extract data related to Government Rules and Regulation on
Environment Laws, information related to implementation of the projects,
Government Outlays and others relevant information.
Also the role of the media to raise the community concerns and commitment for
social and environmental issue is a very critical one. Media's efforts to sensitize the
public about environment issues and its continuing central role in the struggle against
the cause of environmental problems are indispensable. However, the level of
involvement of the media in the country to address environmental challenges is only
event based. Awareness creation for the protection of the environment and the
sustainable use of finite resources are matters that directly concern each citizen. The
media can be an instrument in breaking the silence that surrounds the environmental
problems and in creating an environment that encourages discussions of how the
community can participate and change their behaviour.
3.9 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: ANSWER KEYS
Ans to Q. 1:

FFI has a 7-step approach to biodiversity conservation:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Ans to Q. 2:

Build local infrastructure for conservation
Reconciling human and biodiversity needs
Direct protection of species and habitats
Protect land useful for conservation
Respond quickly to conservation emergencies
Influencing conservation policies and practice
Bridging the gap between economic interest and preservation
of biodiversity.

1. Valuing and conserving nature.
2. Promoting and supporting effective and equitable governance of
natural resources
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3. Deploying Nature Based Solutions to address societal challenges
including climate change, food security and economic and social
development.
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4.1 INTRODUCTION
Corporate social responsibility (CSR) is known by many other names such as socially
responsible business, responsible business conduct, responsible entrepreneurship,
corporate citizenship, corporate accountability or corporate sustainability. CSR is a
continuing commitment by businesses to behave ethically and contribute to economic
development while improving the quality of life of the workforce and their families,
local communities and the society at large. (World Business Council). Corporate
Social Responsibility is also known as corporate conscience, it is said so because it is
a kind of self-regulation imbibed in the working of the business in adherence to
international ethical norms and laws and culture. It is a way of business management
wherein it functions creating a positive impact on communities, environment and
society. CSR encompasses the extent to which companies should promote human
rights, democracy, community improvement and sustainable development objectives
throughout the world. (Confederation of British Industry, 2001).
4.2 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After studying this unit, you will be able to:
 state about the concept of corporate social responsibility
 define corporate social responsibility
 assess the need of CSR and its role in India
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understand the provisions for social responsibility under the Companies Act,
2013
discuss the CSR legislation in India

4.3 MEANING AND CONCEPT OF CORPORATE SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY
The beginning of Twenty first century in India has seen the term CSR coming to the
forefront of development discourse. Interestingly, the Indian state is taking lead in
defining the meaning, extent and scope of CSR and creating a context within which
the on-going CSR discourse is emerging. In the process, it is also providing
legitimacy to the role of CSR in development.
“Corporate Social Responsibility” is the continuing commitment by business to
behave ethically and contribute to economic development while improving the quality
of life of the workforce and their families as well as of the local community and
society at large” (Lord Holme and Richard Watts). Corporate Social Responsibility
refers to the obligation of an enterprise towards the society. Today, customers are
demanding that an enterprise should understand its responsibility towards the society
and people.
Corporate Social Responsibility is also known as corporate conscience, it is said so
because it is a kind of self-regulation imbibed in the working of the business in
adherence to international ethical norms and laws and culture. It is a way of business
management wherein it functions creating a positive impact on communities,
environment and society. CSR is also known as “corporate consciousness”,
“corporate citizenship” “sustainably responsible business”, “responsible business” or
“corporate social performance”. Corporate social responsibility consists of three
words which defines it. It means those corporations who work for society in a
responsible manner. Here society includes all the stakeholder of the business.
“Corporate social responsibility” encompasses not only what companies do with their
profits, but also how they make them. It goes beyond philanthropy and compliance
and addresses how companies manage their economic, social, and environmental
impacts, as well as their relationships in all key spheres of influence: the workplace,
the marketplace, the supply chain, the community, and the public policy realm”.
4.4 DEFINING CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
The European Commission (EC) defines CSR as “the responsibility of enterprises for
their impacts on society”. To completely meet their social responsibility, enterprises
“should have in place a process to integrate social, environmental, ethical human
rights and consumer concerns into their business operations and core strategy in close
collaboration with their stakeholders”.
The World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) defines CSR as
‘the commitment of business to contribute to sustainable economic development,
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working with employees, their families, the local community and society at large to
improve their quality of life’.
According to the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO)
“Corporate social responsibility is a management concept whereby companies
integrate social and environmental concerns in their business operations and
interactions with their stakeholders. CSR is generally understood as being the way
through which a company achieves a balance of economic, environmental and social
imperatives (Triple-Bottom-Line Approach), while at the same time addressing the
expectations of shareholders and stakeholders. In this sense it is important to draw a
distinction between CSR, which can be a strategic business management concept, and
charity, sponsorships or philanthropy. Even though the latter can also make a valuable
contribution to poverty reduction, will directly enhance the reputation of a company
and strengthen its brand, the concept of CSR clearly goes beyond that.”
From the above definitions, it is clear that:


The CSR approach is holistic and integrated with the core business strategy
for addressing social and environmental impacts of businesses.



CSR needs to address the well-being of all stakeholders and not just the
company’s shareholders.



Philanthropic activities are only a part of CSR, which otherwise constitutes a
much larger set of activities entailing strategic business benefits.

“Social responsibility is the responsibility of an organization for the impacts of its
decisions and activities on society and the environment, through transparent and
ethical behaviour that is consistent with sustainable development and the welfare of
the society; takes into account the expectations of stakeholders; is in compliance with
applicable law and consistent with international norms of behaviour and is integrated
throughout the organisation”.
The above is a working definition by ISO 26000 working group on social
responsibility (Sydney, February 2007).
4.5 NEED FOR CSR
The concept of CSR is based on the fact that an enterprise operates in the society and
uses its resources; therefore, it has some moral responsibility towards the society.
When an enterprise adopts the principles of CSR, it fulfils its responsibilities towards
environment, employees, communities, stakeholders, consumers, and other members
of the society. The enterprise performs its responsibility by encouraging growth and
development of the community and surroundings. Moreover, the enterprise works
towards the elimination of unfair trade practices and other practices that negatively
affect the society and public interest, regardless of legality.
Corporate social responsibility is closely linked with the principles of ‘Sustainable
development’ and proposing that enterprises should be obliged to make decisions not
only on the basis of financial/economic factors but they should also focus on the
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social and environmental consequences of their activities. Corporate Social
Responsibility thus helps to define the contribution of a company beyond economic
value and employment generation, and weighs this contribution against the damage
done by the company through its products and processes.
Corporate Social Responsibility encompasses two aspects:
1. The steps taken by a company to neutralize, minimize or offset the harmful
effects caused by its processes and product-usage.
2. The further steps a company takes using its resources, core competence, skills,
location and funds for the benefit of people and the environment.
4.6 CATEGORIES OF CSR
Recognizing how important social responsibility is to their customers, many
companies now focus on and practice a few broad categories of corporate social
responsibility (CSR).
1. Environmental efforts: One primary focus of corporate social responsibility
is the environment. Businesses regardless of size have a large carbon
footprint. Any steps they can take to reduce those footprints are considered
both good for the company and society as a whole.
2. Philanthropy: Businesses also practice social responsibility by donating to
national and local charities. Businesses have a lot of resources that can benefit
charities and local community programs.
3. Ethical labour practices: By treating employees fairly and ethically,
companies can also demonstrate their corporate social responsibility. This is
especially true of businesses that operate in international locations with labour
laws that differ from those in the United States.
4. Volunteering: Attending volunteer events says a lot about a company’s
sincerity. By doing good deeds without expecting anything in return,
companies are able to express their concern for specific issues and support for
certain organizations.
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4.7 CSR AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
(i) Meaning of Environment Protection
Environment protection means freeing the environment of air pollution, water
pollution and noise pollution. Every being living on this earth requires clean
environment. Therefore the protections of environment are absolutely required.
(ii) Threat to Environment from Corporate Sector
The important question as to why environment protection is being linked with
corporate appears to be absolutely reasonable to link environment protection with
corporate sectors because corporate has freely contributed to pollute environment.
From the point of view of environment pollution, there are three types of
corporate/business units doing the damage - some spread excessive smoke, some
pollute water and some spread noise pollution. Moreover there are some business
units (SBUs) which spread pollution of more than they have been fixed by the laws.
So there is no hesitation in saying that environment faces a threat from corporate
sector.
4.8 ROLE OF CSR IN INDIA TOWARDS ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
Responsibility towards the environment:
A business damages the environment by causing pollution in the following ways:
 Emission of gas and smoke from manufacturing plants
 Use of machines, vehicles etc. contributing to noise pollution
 Deforestation due to acquisition of forest lands for setting up plants
 Growth of urbanization and industrialization
 Disposal of wastes and effluents into rivers and canals
 Disposal of solid wastes in the open space
 Mining and quarrying activities
A business can discharge its responsibilities towards the environment by assuming
the following roles:
Preventive Role:
It means business should take all possible steps to ensure that no further damage is
done to the environment. For this, business must follow the rules and regulations laid
down by government to control pollution at the very inception.
Curative Role:
It means business should rectify whatever damage has been done to the environment.
In addition, if it is not possible to prevent pollution then simultaneous curative
measures should be taken. For example, planting of trees (afforestation programmes)
can substantially reduce air pollution near the industrial area.
Awareness Role:
It means making people (both the employees as well as the general public) aware
about the causes and consequences of environmental pollution so that they voluntarily
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try to protect rather than damage the environment. For example, business can
undertake public awareness programmes to sensitize people about environmental
degradation and pollution.
4.9 CSR LEGISLATION IN INDIA
Initially CSR was originated in developed countries but soon after liberalization of
Indian economy, CSR gained popularity in India also. In India CSR has evolved
overtime but it is amongst one of the oldest countries to incorporate CSR in its
system. But CSR practices are not followed very religiously especially because of the
MNC Culture which fails to establish an emotional relationship with India. In India
there are four phases in the history of CSR, which have evolved with historical
development and evolution. India is the first country in the world to mandate CSR
Companies Act 2013, Section 135 contains provisions which deal with Corporate
Social Responsibility. Schedule VII of the Companies Act 2013 list the activities
which a company can undertake as part of its CSR programs and policies.
The Companies act 2013
In India the Concept of CSR is governed by the Company act 2013 clause 135. Which
is passed by the both the House of parliament, and had received the assent of
president of India on 29 August 2013. The CSR provision are applicable on those
company with an annual turnover of 1000 crore INR and more or a net worth of 500
crore INR and more, or a net profit of five crore and more. The new rule applicable
2014-15 onward and also require to companies to set-up a committee. Consisting of
their board member. Including at least one director. The company to spent at least 2%
of their average net profit in the previous three years on CSR activities.
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Provisions As per Companies Act, 2013, CSR
has become mandatory in India. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) in exercise
of its powers conferred by Section 1(3) of the Companies Act, 2013 (the Act) and
vide notification dated 27th February 2014, notified 1st April 2014 as the date on
which the provisions of Section 135 and Schedule VII of the Act shall come into
force.
Section 135 is applicable to all those Indian Companies meeting any one or more of
the following condition:
 Turnover of INR 1,000 crores or more
 Net worth of INR 500 crores or more
 Net Profit of INR 5 crores or more
All those companies who come in the preview of section 135 have to spend 2% of
average net profit of last 3 preceding years on CSR activities every year.
4.10 CSR ACTIVITIES IN INDIA
Not long ago attention has started to focus on CSR activities defined with respect to
responsiveness of markets to shareholder’s legal, social, market and environmental
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expectations. CSR has generally been a pragmatic response to consumer and civil
society pressures. The pressures from environmental corporations, human rights
activists, media and NGOs make companies take part in CSR activities. However, in
recent years businesses have also realized the importance of corporate social
responsibilities and willingly take part in it.
Some companies, though fewer in number, are realising the advantages in linking
corporate strategy with CSR. In order to work out a comprehensive plan for its notfor-profit initiatives, the Tata group has instituted the Tata Council for Community
Initiatives--a central body that acts as a facilitator for the entire group's social
initiatives. While the Tata group companies may continue to provide health services,
education and other tangible benefits, their focus is more on building self-reliant
communities, and working towards sustainable livelihoods. However after Singur and
Kalinganagar even the fair name of the Tata group is sometimes controversial.
Mahindra & Mahindra is one such company that decided in its 60th year to donate
1% of profits after tax (around Rs 1.3 crore as per figures shown) into CSR. Its
activities include the K.C. Mahindra Education Trust, which promotes education at
various levels and Nanhi Kali, a programme aimed at helping the under-privileged
girl child at the Mahindra Foundation, the midday meal program in AP and
Rajasthan, and Affirmative Action through Mahindra Pride Schools. The Foundation
has constituted a CSR Council, with members being the heads of all its businesses
from tractors to holiday homes. It has also the ESOPS program—“Employee Social
Options” and not just a stock option—which promotes volunteering and works in
partnership with Naandi Foundation and other organizations. For all these current
initiatives Mahindras were awarded the FICCI--SEDF award 2007, one of the first
CSR awards in the country that includes a 360 degree reality check by the civil
society who meet up with trade unions, Government representatives, employees etc.
before presenting its findings to an eminent jury.
We also have the ITC group whose socio-forestry initiative and e-chaupal is an
excellent paradigm where CSR and business have created harmonious associations.
The cynic would however argue that 70% of ITC’s revenues still come from tobacco
and wonder whether its CSR is just a smokescreen.
The Reddy's “LABS” experiment has created thousands of new livelihoods and the
Byrraju Foundation established by Satyam group has created rural jobs, rural BPO's
in Bhimavaram, Godavari District in Andhra Pradesh, makes drinking water available
to families at subsidized costs and has pioneered the concept of rural BPOs. It is an
amazing sight to see young men and women cycle down to work in a serene rural
environment rather than migrate in search of opportunities. The Eicher group has also
transformed the primary education scenario in Harchandpur Block of Uttar Pradesh,
without any publicity of any sort. The Mahindras have set up a foundation called
Nanni Kali Trust, which is carrying out primary education work focusing on girl
children in Udaipur, where the company has no factory. Mindtree closely works with
Spastics Society of Karnataka having their logo itself designed by them, volunteering
programs, etc. Kinetic Engineering's support to "Dreamland" an NGO in its formation
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and thereafter in its response to the farmers’ suicide is exemplary. Its outsourcing to
leprosy affected communities has led to their empowerment. The Janaki Bajaj Gram
Vikas Sansthan has worked extensively towards rural education and information in
the villages of Maharashtra with clear cut exit strategies once basic indicators have
been met.
Godrej Industries Ltd, one of the largest industrial groups in India, has integrated
conservation of natural resources in its business operations to minimize its carbon
footprint. The company's windmills have brought down carbon emissions, earning it
carbon credits. A recent Green Business Survey released by Financial Express and
Emergent Ventures India (FE-EVI Survey 2008) revealed that senior managements
have realized various risks related to climate change and are putting pressure on their
companies to manage climate change risks. Financial companies (67%) acknowledge
this risk before others and put pressure on borrowers to come up with mitigation
plans.
4.11 LET US SUM UP
CSR and the notion of stakeholder approach are pivotal concepts which have gained
importance in recent years. Companies recognize that they are accountable not only
to their shareholders but also to a wider range of stakeholders, especially the
environment. The CSR of the study units with respect to the environment has been
analysed using various influential factors. CSR of companies relating to the
environment depends upon whether the companies are private sector or public sector
Indian companies or multinational companies. Environment CSR changes among
regions show that CSR practices differ across South, West and North East India. The
level of environment CSR increases as the number of years of existence goes up.
However, companies can improve their environmental CSR by increasing their tree
plantation activities inside and outside their premises and also undertaking integrated
watershed development. The companies may continue undertaking reclaiming of
wasteland and integrated watershed development. This would contribute towards
attaining an enhanced environment CSR and also protecting land which is a scarce
commodity in India.
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