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1.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
After completion of this unit, students will able to know about the demographic
features of tribal population of Odisha that includes:





The Number and Percentage of Scheduled tribe in Odisha;
Sex ratio as well the child sex ratio;
Decadal changes of Scheduled Tribe Population;
Number and Percentage of different scheduled Tribe communities living in
Odisha

1.1INTRODUCTION
Tribal People in India are generally referred as Adivasi, which means the original
settlers. There are certain other terminologies used to refer these groups of people as
1

Girijan or hill dwellers, Vanya jati, the forest caste men, Adimjati or the Primitive
castes. The terminology Anusuchit Janjati or Scheduled tribes is mostly used for
many of these people aftermath of Independence. The Indian Constitution define
tribe as "Any tribe or tribal community or part of or group within any tribe or tribal
community as deemed under article 342 are Scheduled Tribes for the purpose of the
Constitution". In India, the group of people those are placed in the scheduled list of
the President of India through a proper procedure defined as Scheduled Tribes. The
President of India upon consultation with the governor of a particular state may
specify the tribes which would deem to be Scheduled Tribes in relation to that State
by public notification. The basic characteristic under which the Communities are
notified as Scheduled Tribe under Article 342 of the Constitution are:


Primitive Traits



Geographical Isolation



Distinct Culture



Shyness of contact with community at large, and



Economically Backwardness

As per the Imperial Gazetteer of India (1911) a tribe may be define as a “collection
of families bearing a common name, speaking a common dialect, occupying or
professing to occupy a common territory and is not usually endogamous though
originally it might have been so”.
Many Eminent social Scientist define the tribe in their own ways. According to D.N.
Majumdar “a tribe is a collection of families or group of families bearing a common
name, members of which occupy the same territory, speak the same language and
observe certain taboos regarding marriage, profession occupation and have
developed a well-assessed system of reciprocity and mutuality of obligations”. As
per L.P. Vidyarthi “the tribe is a social group with definite territory, common name,
common district, common culture, behavior of an endogamous group, common
taboos, and existence of distinctive social & political system, full faith in leaders and
self-sufficiency in their distinct economy.”
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1.2 DEMOGRAPHIC SCENARIO OF TRIBAL POPULATION IN
ODISHA
Tribes are found all around the world. After the African continent, India is inhabited
by the second highest percentage of tribal population. In India tribals are distributed
all over the country. They have been inhabited in the foot- hills of the Himalayas to land
dip of Lakshadweep and from hills of the North-east state to the plains of the Gujarat.
More than 700 tribal group are inhabited in India. Odisha is one of the tribal dominated

state of our Country. It constitute of 9.2 per cent of the tribal population to the total
population of India, occupying the third position after the state Madhya Pradesh and
Maharastra. The Scheduled Tribe (ST) population of the state is estimated as
9,590,756 as per the Census 2011. This constitutes 22.8% of the total population of
the state. The state Odisha is a home of 62 different tribal communities.
1.2.1 Population structure of Tribal in Odisha
In Odisha, majority of the tribal population are living in rural area. Of the total
population of 9,590,756, 8,994,967 are living in rural areas and the rest 595,789 are
living in urban areas. In terms of gender composition, 4,428,522 males and
4,566,445 females are living in rural areas. In urban areas 299,120 males and
296,579 females are living. Demographic profile of Scheduled Tribe in Odisha by
sex, rural and urban residence is given in Table 1.2.1. The given data had collected
during the census operation have shown a constant increasing trend of ST population
in the state. During all the Census period majority of ST population were living in
rural area though constant increment have been noticed. Female population have
always been outnumbered than their male counterpart.
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Table: 1.2.1 Demographic profile of Scheduled Tribe in Odisha (1961-2011) by
sex and Residence
Year

Total ST

Rural

Urban

Male

Female

Population
1961

4,223,757

4,136,206

87,551

2,094,753

2,129,004

1971

5,071,937

4,924,582

1,47,355

2,526,663

2,545,274

1981

5,915,067

5,642,376

2,72,691

2,939,863

2,975,204

1991

7,032,214

6,670,506

3,61,708

3,512,891

3,519,323

2001

8,145,081

7,698,358

4,47,623

4,067,683

4,078,298

2011

9,590,756

8,994,967

5,95,789

4,727,732

4,863,024

The state Odisha is a part of Eastern Ghats along with three other states namely
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Majority of the tribal population of the
state is concentrated in the Eastern Ghats of high altitude zone. However, the census
data estimated the habitation of tribal communities in all 30 district of the state. The
highest concentration of tribal is observed in Mayurbhanja District, whereas Puri
district is inhabited by least number (Table-1.2.2). In terms of percentage 58.7 percent
of the total population of Mayurbhanja district are Scheduled Tribes and in Puri
district only 0.4 percent are belonging to ST communities.
On the basis of percentage of tribal population to total population of the District,
Mayurbhanj (58.72%) is at the top of the list and Puri (0.36%) is at the bottom. There
are eight Districts which have more than 50% ST population; the Districts are:
Mayurbhanj (58.72%), Malkangiri (57.83%), Nawrangpur (55.79%), Rayagada
(55.99%), Gajapati (54.29%) Kandhamal (53.58%), Sundargarh (50.75%) and
Koraput (50.56%) and. Keonjhar district have a Tribal population between 40% to
50%. Four districts of the state have a tribal population in between 30% to 40%. They
are Deogarh (35.33) Sambalpur (34.12%), Nuapada (33.80%), Sambalpur (42.11%)
and Jharsuguda (30.50%).
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Source: scstrti.in

District

Angul
Balasore
Bargarh
Bhadrak
Bolangir
Boudh
Cuttack
Deogarh
Dhenkanal
Gajapati
Ganjam
Jagatsinghpur
Jajpur
Jharsuguda

Area in Sq. Scheduled Tribe Population
Percentage of ST Population to
Km.
Total Population
Total
Male
Female
Total
Male
Female
6375
179603
89980
89623
14.10
13.72
14.50
3806
275678
137748
137930
11.88
11.62
12.16
5837
281135
140542
140593
18.98
18.76
19.20
2505
30428
15361
15067
2.02
2.02
2.02
6575
347164
172489
174675
21.05
20.78
21.33
3098
55364
27362
28002
12.55
12.35
12.76
3932
93745
47437
46308
3.57
3.51
3.64
2940
110400
55126
55274
35.33
34.84
35.82
4452
162056
80878
81178
13.59
13.20
13.99
4325
313714
151902
161812
54.29
53.70
54.86
8206
118928
59172
59756
3.37
3.33
3.41
1668
7862
4226
3636
0.69
0.73
0.65
2899
151432
76048
75384
8.29
8.21
8.37
2114.00
176758
88273
88485
30.50
29.75
31.29
6

Kalahandi
Kandhamal
Kendrapara
Keonjhar
Khurda
Koraput
Malkangiri
Mayurbhanja
Nuapara
Nawarangpur
Nayagarh
Puri
Rayagada
Sambalpur
Sonepur
Sundargarh
Total

7920
449456
221171
228285
28.50
8021
392820
190506
202314
53.58
2644
9484
4748
4736
0.66
8303
818878
405927
412951
45.45
2813
115051
59094
55957
5.11
8807
697583
337373
360210
50.56
5791
354614
171717
182897
57.83
10418
1479576
730487
749089
58.72
3852
206327
100469
105858
33.80
5291
681173
335028
346145
55.79
3890
58691
29173
29518
6.10
3479
6129
3240
2889
0.36
7073
541905
259040
282865
55.99
6624.00
355261
177565
177696
34.12
2337
57192
28794
28398
9.37
9712
1062349
526856
535493
50.75
155707
9590756
4727732
4863024
22.85
Table: 1.2.2 District wise Tribal Population of the State Odisha
Data Source: Population Census, 2011

28.10
52.93
0.66
44.78
5.06
49.70
56.56
58.15
33.27
55.39
5.80
0.37
54.89
33.70
9.25
49.65
22.29

1.2.2 Decadal Changes in Tribal Population of Odisha:
During the census 2001, the proportion of ST population was 22.1 percent of the total
population of the state. Thus there has been an increase of 0.7 percent during the last
decade. As per the estimated figure of census 2011, in terms of absolute number the
scheduled tribe population has been increased by 1,445,667which constitute a decadal
growth of 17.7 percent.
In accordance to 1981 Census, the tribal population in Orissa was constituted 22.43
percent of the total population of the State where as during census 2011 it was
increased to 22.8 percent. Their decadal growth has declined since 1961 up to 2001 as
24.06%, 23.11%, 22.43%, 22.21%, and 22.13% in 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991 and 2001
census respectively. However, during the census 2011, an increase of 0.7 percent is
noticed. However, such increment may be because of addition of names in many
listed tribes of the state.
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28.91
54.22
0.66
46.13
5.16
51.40
59.08
59.29
34.32
56.18
6.41
0.35
57.03
34.56
9.50
51.87
23.42

Table 1.2.3 Decadal Changes in Tribal Population with reference to the Total
population of Odisha.
Year

Total Population

Tribal Population

Decadal Change
in Percentage

1961

17548846

4,223,757

24.06

1971

21944615

5,071,937

23.11

1981

26370271

5,915,067

22.43

1991

31659736

7,032,214

22.21

2001

36804660

8,145,081

22.13

2011

41974218

9,590,756

22.08

FIG. 1.2.1 DECADAL GROWTH RATE OF SCHEDULED TRIBE OF
ODISHA AND INDIA
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1.2.3 Sex Ratio and Changes in it among the Scheduled Tribe of Odisha.
Of the total tribal population of Odisha, as estimated in Census 2011, 49.3 percent of
tribal are male and 50.7 percent are female constituting a total of 4727732 number of
8

male and 4863024 female. This figure shows a better situation of tribal women with a
sex ratio of 1029 in comparison to the overall sex ratio of the total population of India
which is estimated 979 (Census, 2011) . The sex ratio has also been increased from
1003 during Census 2001 to 1029 in 2011, registering an increase by 26 point. The
sex ratio among the tribal population since 1961 up to 2011 is presented in Fig. 1.2.2.
FIG. 1.2.2 SEX RATIO OF SCHEDULED TRIBE OF ODISHA (1961-2011) BY
RESIDENCE

1031 1029

1040
1020

1018 1016

1009 1007

1015 1012

1006

1002

1006 1003
991

1000
980
958
960

948

947

946

940

930

920
900
880
860

1961

1971

1991

1981
Rural

Urban

2001

2011

Total

Table 1.2.4: Child (0-6) Sex ratio among Scheduled Tribe of Odisha
Year

Total Population

General Population

ST Population

1991

967

953

934

2001

951

938

917

2011

998

979

980
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The Child sex ratio over the years is showing a different picture. Child sex ratio of
Scheduled Tribe population is lower than the total and general population of Odisha.
The Scheduled Tribe Child sex ratio in Odisha is also lower than the sex ratio of
India. Reason of such lower sex ratio may be linked to higher mortality rate for the
girl child.
Among different tribal communities, all most all the major tribal groups have
estimated a higher sex ratio than that of the national average except the Santal
Communities. Females outnumbered the males Among the Khond, Shabar, Saora
and Gond tribes the number of females is more than the males. The child sex ratio
among the STs is slightly higher than that of all STs at the national level.

1.3 DIFFERENT TRIBAL COMMUNITIES OF ODISHA
The State has a highest number of Scheduled Tribe communities i.e. 62, as
enumerated in the Census 2011. Out of these sixty two tribal communities, thirteen
have been identified and declared as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG).
Majority of the States' tribal population are living in rural areas. Out of total 94.5 per
cent of tribal people are residing in villages in contrast to the 85 percent population
of the states of Odisha. Of these 54.41 percent of the total tribal populations live in
the Scheduled area and the remaining 45.59% percent live outside the Scheduled
area.
List of Scheduled tribe notified (after addition/deletion) as per the SCs & STs order
1950, Amendment act, 1976 and the SCs and STs order (Amendment) Act 2002 No10, dated 08.01.2003 of ministry of law and justice republished by the notification
number-7799/L dated 07-06-03 of law department, Government of Orissa. Names in
Bold indicate that they were enlisted/modified subsequently)
Names of Scheduled Tribe population:
1. Bagata, Bhakta
2. Baiga
3. Banjara, Banjari
4. Bathudi, Bathuri
10

5. Bhottada, Dhotada, Bhotra, Bhatra, Bhattara, Bhotora, Bhatara
6. Bhuiya, Bhuyan
7. Bhumia
8. Bhumij, Teli Bhumij, Haladipokhria Bhumij, Haladi Pokharia
Bhumija, Desi Bhumij, Desia Bhumij, Tamaria Bhumij
9. Bhunjia
10. Binjhal, Binjhwar
1 l.Binjhia, Binjhoa
12. Birhor
13. Bondo Poraja, Bonda paroja, Banda paroja
14. Chenchu
15. Dal
16. Desua Bhumij
17. Dharua, Dhuruba, Dhurva
18. Didayi, Didai, Paroja, Didai
19. Gadaba, Bodo Gadaba, Gutob Gadaba, Kapu Gadaba, Ollara
Gadaba, Parenga Gadaba, Sano Gadaba13
20. Gandia
21. Ghara
22. Gond, Gondo, Rajgond, Maria Gond, Dhur Gond
23. Ho
24. Holva
25. Jatapu
26. Juang
27. Kandha Gauda
28. Kawar, Kanwar
29. Kharia, Kharian, Berga Kharia, Dhelki Kharia, Dudh Kharia, Erenga
Kharia, Munda, Kharia, Oraon Kharia, Khadia, Pahari Kharia
30. Kharwar
31.Khond, Kond, Kandha, Nanguli Kandha, Sitha Kandha, Kondh Kui, Buda
Kondh, Bura Kandha, Desia Kandha, Dungaria Kandha Kutia Kandha,
11

Kandha Gauda, Muli Kondh, Malua Kondh, Pengo Kandha, Raja Kondh, Raj
Khond
32. Kissan, Nagesar, Nagesia
33. Kol
34. Kolah, Loharas, Kol Loharas
35. Kolha
36. Koli Malhar
37. Kondadora
38. Kora, Khaira, Khayara
39. Korua14
40. Kotia
41. Koya, Gumba Koya, Koitur Koya, Kamar Koya, Musara Koya
42. Kulis
43. Lodha, Nodh, Nodha, Lodh
44. Madia
45. Mahali
46. Mankidi
47. Mankirdi, Mankria, Mankidi
48. Matya, Matia
49. Mirdhas, Kuda, Koda
50. Munda, Munda Lohara, Munda Mahalis, Nagabanshi Munda
Oriya Munda
51 .Mundari
52.0manatya, Omanatyo, Amanatya
53.0raon, Dhangar, Uran
54. Parenga
55. Paroja, Parja, Bodo paroja, Barong Jhodia Paroja, Chhelia paroj, Jhodia
Paroja, Konda Paroja, Paraja, Ponga Paroja, Sodia Paroja Sano Paroja, Solia Paroja
56. Pentia
57. Rajur
58. Santal
12

59. Saora, Savar, Saura, Sahara, Arsi Saora, Based Saora, Bhima Saora,Bhimma
Saora, Chumura Saora, Jara Savar, Jadu Saora, Jati Saora,Juari Saora,
Kampu Saora, Kampa Soura, Kapo Saora, Kindal Saora,Kumbi Saora,
Kaiapithia Saora, Kirat Saora, Lanjia Saora, Lamba,Lanjia Saora, Luara
Saora, Luar Saora, Laria Savar, Malia Saora,Malla Saora, Uriya Saora, Raika
Saora, Sudda Saora, Sarda Saora, Tankala Saora, Patro Saora, Vesu Saora
60. Shabar Lodha
61. Sounti
62. Tharua, Tharua Bindhani
The presence of STs Population in the state has been assessed by analyzing the
number and percentage of different ST communities inhabiting in the state. Among
all tribal communities, numerically the Kondhs occupied the position of largest with
more than sixteen lakh population. The Santals are considered as the most advanced
tribes in the country and also belonging among the three largest tribal group of the
state. The major tribes living in Orissa are the Santhals, Oraons, Gonds and Kondhs.
Many tribal groups, those who are inhabiting in Odisha are also found in other parts
of the country. Some groups like the Juangs, Bhuyans, Saoras, Bondas and Bathudis
are exclusive to Orissa. The tribal Communities in Odisha are in different stages of
economic and social development. Among them, Bondas are least developed. Tribes
like the Lanjia Saoras and Kutia Kodhs are completely primitive, whereas the Santal
tribe have undergone a high degree of acculturation.
Table: 1.3.1 Different Tribal Communities inhabiting in Odisha
Sl.
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Name of the Tribe
Bagata
Baiga
Banjara
Batudi
Bhotra
Bhuiya
Bhumia
Bhumij
Bhunjia

Total No
8,813
338
18,257
2,17,395
4,50,771
3,06,129
1,25,977
2,83,909
12,350

Male
4,323
173
9,126
106,515
222,266
151,479
61,360
141,270
6,139
13

Female
4,490
165
9,131
110,880
228,505
154,650
64,617
142,639
6,211

Total
Boy
Girl
0-6
1,377
672
705
54
27
27
2,580
1,334
1,246
25,290 12,839 12,451
80,656 40,186 40,470
40,828 20,396 20,432
23,388 11,732 11,656
44,179 22,578 21,601
1,811
939
872

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
55
54
54

Binjhal
Binjhia
Birhor
Bondo Poraja
Chenchu
Dal
Desua Bhumij
Dharua
Didayi
Gadaba
Gandia
Ghara
Gond
Ho
Holva
Jatapu
Juang
Kandha Gauda
Kawar
Kharia
Kharwar
Khond
Kisan
Kol
Kolah Lohars
Kolha
Koli
Kondadora
Kora
Korua
Kotia
Koya
Kulis
Lodha
Madia
Mahali
Mankidi
Mankirdia
Matia
Mirdhas
Munda
Mundari
Omanatya
Oraon
Parenga

1,37,040
11,419
596
12,231
13
25,598
404
18,151
8,890
84,689
1,854
195
8,88,581
80,608
28,149
14,890
47,095
26,403
5,225
2,22,844
2,265
1,627,486
3,31,589
4,058
9,558
6,25,009
6,423
20,802
54,408
499
7,232
1,47,137
13,689
9,785
2,243
18,625
31
2,222
30,169
75,940
5,58,691
25,655
28,736
3,58,112
9,445

68,810
5,787
289
5,669
6
12,626
201
8,875
4,175
40,953
884
99
438,624
39,977
14,006
7,231
23,093
13,318
2,627
109,817
1,122
790,559
165,079
2,028
4,707
310,212
3,268
10,222
27,173
250
3,466
71,014
6,854
4,860
1,106
9,182
12
1,144
15,149
37,757
279,211
12,725
14,204
177,457
4,532
14

68,230 18,213
9,287
8,926
5,632
1,553
761
792
307
107
51
56
6,562
2,706
1,321
1,385
7
2
1
1
12,972
3,931
1,961
1,970
203
53
30
23
9,276
3,490
1,743
1,747
4,715
1,948
978
970
43,736 14,642
7,377
7,265
970
321
162
159
96
20
10
10
449,957 123,567 61,967 61,600
40,631 16,931
8,478
8,453
14,143
4,582
2,318
2,264
7,659
2,113
1,070
1,043
24,002
8,064
4,073
3,991
13,085
3,875
1,993
1,882
2,598
695
384
311
113,027 29,935 15,109 14,826
1,143
324
168
156
836,927 265,309 134,096 131,213
166,510 40,595 20,634 19,961
2,030
712
351
361
4,851
1,604
792
812
314,797 129,668 65,488 64,180
3,155
1,047
527
520
10,580
3,098
1,569
1,529
27,235
7,486
3,824
3,662
249
91
49
42
3,766
1,348
693
655
76,123 27,504 13,525 13,979
6,835
1,528
777
751
4,925
1,756
893
863
1,137
378
195
183
9,443
2,900
1,492
1,408
19
3
1
2
1,078
514
268
246
15,020
4,912
2,494
2,418
38,183 10,128
5,106
5,022
279,480 97,939 49,667 48,272
12,930
3,773
1,928
1,845
14,532
5,152
2,606
2,546
180,655 48,556 24,646 23,910
4,913
1,743
892
851

55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

Paroja
Pentia
Rajuar
Santal
Saora
Shabar
Sounti
Tharua

3,74,628
10,003
3,518
8,94,764
534,751
516,402
112,803
9,451

180,122
4,870
1,753
445,700
264,364
255,184
55,759
4,721

194,506 67,589
5,133
1,732
1,765
503
449,064 145,364
270,387 270,387
261,218 261,218
57,044 14,797
4,730
1,578

33,875
852
252
73,725
77,319
77,265
7,552
799

The total number of these tribal communities along with the child population by sexes
is given in table: 4. Among these tribes, the Khond, the Santal, the Gond, the Munda
and Kolha tribal communities have a population of more than 5 lakhs. In terms of the
absolute number of population, The Khonds occupied the highest number i.e.
1,627,486 followed by the Santal i.e. 8,94,764 in number. Seven tribal communities
are having their presence in terms of absolute number in between 3 lakhs to 5 lakhs.
these are, the Bhotra, the Paroja, the Oran, the Kissan, Bhuiyan, the Bhumij and the
Batudi. Five tribal group have shown their presence with their number in between 1
to 3 lakhs. These are, the Koya, the Binjhal, the Saura, the Sabara and the Sounti. On
the other side of the spectrum, many tribal groups are there, whose numbers are
ranges from one thousand to ten thousand. These are: the Bagat, the Kanwar, the
Kharwar, the Kol, the Kolah lohar, the Koli, the Kotia, the Lodha, the Madia, the
Mankirdia, the parega, the Rajuar and the Tharua. Some tribals are only limited to
below thousand in absolute number like, The Birhor, the Baiga, the Korua, the Desua
bhumij, the Ghara, the Mankidi and the Chenchu. The Chenchu and the Mankidi
tribal groups are represented by only 13 and 31 number people respectively in the
state.

1.4 PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE TRIBAL GROUP (PVTG)
OF ODISHA
Certain Scheduled Tribes are known as Particularly Vulnerable TribalGroups
(PVTGs)(earlier termed as Primitive Tribal Groups). They are characterized by:a) a pre-agriculture level of technology;
b) a stagnant or declining population;
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33,714
880
251
71,639
39,393
39,077
7,245
779

c) extremely low literacy; and
d) a subsistence level of economy.
India is inhabited by Seventy five such tribal community who belongs to PVTG
group. The Government of Orissa has identified thirteen tribal communities as
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) on the basis of their pre-agricultural
level of economy, low level of literacy and diminishing population. These are : 1.
Paudi Bhuyan, 2.Langia Saura, 3. Chuktia-Bhunjia, 4. Bonda, 5. Didayi, 6. Dongeria
Kondh, 7.Saora, 8. Kutia Kondh, 9. Juang, 10. Lodha, 11.Kharia and 12.Mankedia.
13. Birhor. Total population of these tribal groups are limited to few thousands only.
The Bonda tribal group was designated as the first Particularly Vulnerable Tribe of
the state (PTG) during the Fifth Five Year Plan. Subsequently other twelve tribes like
Juang, Lanjia Saora, Kutia Kondh, Dongaria Kondh, Saora, Paudi Bhuyan, Birhor,
Didayi, Hill Kharia, Mankirdia, Lodha and Chuktia Bhunjia were included in the list
of 'Primitive Tribal Groups' in later years. Presently in place of 'Primitive' Govt. of
India has decided to use 'Particularly Vulnerable' terminology to designate those tribal
group. PTGs are spread over 13 districts of the State with a total population of 78519,
which accounts less than 1% of the States' Tribal Population as estimated by census
2011. The number of these tribes over the year is presented in the table 1.4.1.
Table 1.4.1: Number of PVTG in Odisha (1971-2011)
Name of the 1971

1981

1991

2001

2011

PVTG
Birhor

248

142

825

702

596

Bonda

3870

5895

7315

9378

12231

Didayi

3055

1978

5471

7371

8890

Dongria

2676

6070

-

-

6306

Juanga

3181

30876

35665

41339

47097

Kharia

1259

1259

-

-

222844

Kutia khond 3016

4735

-

Khond

7232
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Lanji Soura

4233

8421

-

-

5960

Lodha

1598

5100

7458

8905

9785

Mankidia

133

1005

1491

1050

2222

Paudi

4424

8872

-

-

5788

2845

2917

-

-

54751

Bhuyan
Saura

1.5 LET US SUM UP
Odisha is home of 9.2 percent of the tribal population in relation to the total
population of India, occupying the third position after the state Madhya Pradesh and
Maharastra. The Scheduled Tribe (ST) population of the state is estimated as
9,590,756 as per the Census 2011 constituting 22.8% of the total population of the
state. Sixty two different tribal communities including 13 different PVTG are
inhabiting in the state. Majority of the States' tribal population are living in rural
areas. During the census 2001, the proportion of ST population was 22.1 percent of
the total population of the state. Thus there has been an increase of 0.7 percent during
the last decade. As per the estimated figure of census 2011, in terms of absolute
number the scheduled tribe population has been increased by 1,445,667which
constitute a decadal growth of 17.7 percent. Of the total tribal population of Odisha,
as estimated in Census 2011, 49.3 percent of tribal are male and 50.7 percent are
female. This figure shows a better situation of tribal women with a sex ratio of 1029
in comparison to the overall sex ratio of the total population of India which is
estimated 979. The sex ratio has also been increased from 1003 during Census 2001
to 1029 in 2011. Among different tribal communities, the Kondhs with more than
sixteen lakh population are forming the largest tribal group in the state. The Santals
tribal group is the third largest as well as an advanced group of the state. The major
tribes inhabiting in Odisha are the Santhals, Oraons, Gonds and Kondhs. Although
many of the Tribal groups are found in other parts of the country, the Juangs,
Bhuyans, Saoras, Bondas and Bathudis are exclusive to Odisha.
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1.6 KEY WORDS
Demography:

Quantitative study of Population as well as the study of
interrelationships between population and socio-economic,
cultural and other variables.

Tribe:

A group of people with distinct culture, own dialect,
simple living style, underdeveloped social and economic
status.

Decadal Change:

Changes occurring in decadal time scale.

Sex Ratio:

Number of female per 1000 male.

Child Sex Ratio:

Number of female per Thousands male in the age group of
0-6 age group in human Population.

PVTG:

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group, are tribal group with
low development indices
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1.8 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Q.1 What are the major population characteristics of Tribals of Odisha?
Q.2 What can be accessed from the Decadal changes of tribal population of Odisha?
Q.3 What is sex ratio? How the sex ratio of tribal is differ from general population?
Q.4 Who are PVTG? What are the major characteristic features of PVTG?
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UNIT 2: GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF TRIBES
IN ODISHA
Structure
2.0 Learning Objectives
2.1 Introduction
2.2 Geographical features: India and Odisha
2.3. Scheduled Area of Odisha
2.4. Geographical Region wise Classification of Tribals by Eminent Scholars
2.5 Distribution of Tribal population on the basis of Geographical Location
2.6 Let us Sum up
2.7 Key Words
2.8References and Suggested Readings
2.9 Check Your Progress

2.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After completion of this unit, Students will be able to know about


The Geographical features of India as well as Odisha.



The distribution of tribal population in different geographical location of India
and Odisha

2.1 INTRODUCTION
Tribes are having certain unique and distinguishable features. In spite of such
homogeneity, they may be classified into several groups on the basis of certain
characteristics. The Commissioner of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes upon
getting suggestions from different State government, has made an attempt to classify the
tribes of India on the basis of their (a) Geographical Distribution (b) linguistic affiliation
(c) Physical and racial characteristics (d) Occupation or economy (e) Cultural contact and
(f) religious belief. About Fifteen percent of our country's geographical areas has been
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predominated by the Scheduled Tribe communities in different ecological and geo

climatic conditions that ranges from plain to forest areas as well as hills and
unapproachable areas.

2.2 GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES: INDIA AND ODISHA
Geographically, India is divided into seven different region viz. The Northern
Mountain including the Himalayas and northeast mountain ranges, Indo-Gangetic
plain, Thar Desert, Central Highlands and Deccan Plateau, East Coast, West Coast,
Bordering seas and islands. India has also seven major mountain ranges namely,
Aravalli, Eastern Ghats, Himalayas, Patkai, Vindhyas, Sahyadri or Western Ghat,
Satpuras and Karakoram.
The Eastern Ghats are a discontinuous range of mountains set along Eastern coast,
which are located in between 11030' and 220N latitude and 76050' and 86030' E longitude
towards North-East to South-West belt. The Ghats covers a total area of around 75,000
sq. km. Four major rivers of southern India, the Godavari, the Mahanadi, the Krishna,

and the Kaveri have been eroded and cut through by the Eastern Ghats ranges. These
mountain range are often referred to as “Estuaries of India”, because of high rainfall and
fertile land that results into better crops. This area receives rainfall both from southwest
monsoon and northeast retreating monsoon, as falls under tropical monsoon climate. On
an average 1000 to 1600 mm. rainfall pours in the northern portion of the Ghats that
giving indication of a sub-humid climate where as the Southern part of Ghats receives
600 mm to 1000 mm rainfall and indicating semi arid climate. These mountain ranges

extending from West Bengal in the north, through Orissa and Andhra Pradesh
to Tamil Nadu in the south run parallel to the Bay of Bengal. Some of its peaks are
over 1000 m. in height. A total of eighteen districts of the state of Odisha, fifteen
districts of Andhra Pradesh, nine districts of the state Tamilnadu and part of
Chamrajnagar and Kolar region of Karnataka are forming the part of Eastern Ghats.

Located in the eastern part of the Indian peninsular, the state Odisha lies in between
the 17.780N and 22.730N latitude and between 81.37 0E and 87.530 E longitude. The
state comprises an area of 155,707 km2, that occupies 4.87 percent of the total area of
India, and a coastline of 450 km. The area extends for 1030 km from north to south
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and 500 kilometers from east to west. The state is bounded by Bay of Bengal in the
east and Chhattisgarh to the west and north-west. Among the neighboring state, the
state West Bengal is situated at the north-east, the state of Jharkhand to the north and
Andhra Pradesh towards the south. For administrative purpose the state Odisha is
divided into 30 districts which are further subdivided into 314 blocks.
Geographical features of the state Odisha consisting of Coastal Plains, central
Plateaus, Central mountainous and highlands regions, Flood plains and Uplands.
Among these, the largest one is the Central mountainous and highlands regions that
covers about three-fourth of the state.
As far as geomorphology of the state is concerned, the region is mostly comprises of
quite old hills and mountains of the Eastern Ghats which rise sharply in the east and
slope gradually to the eroded plateaus in the west. This part of the Indian Peninsula
was a component of the ancient landmass of Gondwanaland. The rivers and their
tributaries have cut deep forming narrow valleys in this region. The highlands of
Odisha are also referred as the Garajat hill. A number of watershed are well marked
in this region. The average height of this region is about 900 meters above the mean
sea level. The Mountain Deomali is one of the tallest pick of the Eastern Ghats
situated in Koraput district in the southern part of Odisha which measures about
1672m. in height.

2.3 SCHEDULED AREAS IN ODISHA
As defined by the Fifth Schedule under Article 244 (1) of the constitution,
"Scheduled Areas" are declared to be Scheduled Areas by order of the President after
consultation with the Governor of that particular State. The criteria for declaring any
area as a "Scheduled Areas" under the Fifth Schedule are:


Preponderance of tribal population



Compactness and reasonable size of the area



A viable administrative entity such as a district, block or taluk and



Economic backwardness of the area as compared to the neighboring areas.
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The Scheduled Areas of the State Odisha had been specified by a notified order of the
president vide "The Scheduled Areas(State of Bihar, Gujrat, Madhya Pradesh and
Orissa) order,1977 dated 31.12.1977(C.O. 109). As per the order, about 44.70 percent
of the area of the state has been notified as the Scheduled Area in accordance with the
orders of the President of India, issued under the Fifth Schedule to the Constitution.
The Scheduled Area in Odisha comprises of the entire districts of Mayurbhanj,
Koraput, Malkangiri, Rayagada, Nawarangapur, Sundargarh, and Kandhamals
district, R.Udayagiri Tahasil, Gumma & Rayagada Blocks of Gajapati, Soroda
Tahasil, excluding Gazalbadi and Gochha Panchayats of Ganjam district, Kuchinda
Tahasil of Sambalpur district, Telkoi, Keonjhar, Champua and Barbil Tahasils of
Keonjhar district, Th. Rampur and Lanjigarh blocks of Kalahandi district and Nilagiri
block of Balasore district of the state Odisha. After reorganization of districts in the
state, seven districts fully and six districts partly are covered under the Scheduled
Areas of the state.

2.4 GEOGRAPHICAL REGION WISE CLASSIFICATION OF
TRIBALS BY EMINENT SCHOLARS:
The Geographical features and the tribal demography of India allow a regional grouping
and classification of tribe into different zone. Many anthropologists have made attempt to
classify the tribal population of India on the basis of their habitation in different
geographical location.
Eminent Anthropologist B.S Guha, has classified the Indian tribe into three different
geographical zones.
1. The North and North- eastern zone.
2. The Central or the middle zone.
3. The Southern Zone.
Odisha is included in the Central or the middle zone of this classification. This zone
mainly includes the Plateaus and mountainous belt in between the Indo Gangetic belt to
the North and roughly the Krishna river to the South. This zone would lie approximately
between latitude 20o N 250 N and longitude 730 E and 900 E. It is separated from the
north- eastern zone by the gap between the Garo hills and the Rajmahal hills. Other than
Odisha, states like Utter Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Northern and Southern Rajastan,
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northern Maharastra, Bihar are included in this zone. The major tribal population
inhabiting in these regions are Savara, Gadaba, Borido, The Juang, Kharia, Kondha,
Bhumij, Bhuiyan, Munda, Santal, Oran, Ho, Birhor, Katkari, Kol, Bhil, Gond, Koraku,
Agaria, Pardhan, Baiga and Muria. The Savara, Gadaba, Borido, The Juang, Kharia,
Kondha, Bhumij and Bhuiyan are living in the hills of Odisha. The Munda, Santal, Oran,
Ho, Birhor tribal group are mostly present in the plateau of Chotanagpur of Madhya
Pradesh. Katkari, Kol, Bhil tribal groups are also inhabiting in the Vindhya ranges. The
Gonds are the largest tribal group of this zone and occupy the place, which is popularly
known as the "Gondwan land". Tribes like Koraku, Agaria, Pardhan, Baiga are living in
the both side of the Satpura and around the Maikal hill. The most popular tribe The Muria
are inhabiting in the hills of Bastar of Madhya Pradesh. The Hill Muriya is living in
Abhujmar hills and the Bisonhorn Maria is living in the Indravati Valley.

The tribal communities living in different region have been again divided by Roy
Burman in 1971 by taking their historical, ethnic and socio-cultural relation into
consideration. He divided the then tribal population in five different categories, such
as:
1. North-East India
2. Sub-Himalayan Region
3. Central and East India
4. South India
5. Western India
The state Odisha included in the Central and East India category along with states like
West Bengal, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh.
Taking into consideration different geographical distribution given by different
Anthropologists from time to time and keeping in mind the geographical, ecological,
Socio-economic, administrative, ethnic and racial factors, L.P. Vidyarthi in 1973, put
forward a five -fold classification of tribes of India. These are: the Himalayan region,
Middle India, Western India, South India and the Island. Each region is again subdivided into many sub region. In this classification, Odisha is included in the Middle
India region.
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2.5 DISTRIBUTION OF TRIBAL POPULATION OF ODISHA ON
THE BASIS OF GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION
In Odisha, majority of the tribal people are living in high altitude area of the Eastern
Ghat. However, the state may be divided into four distinct geo-physical zone and the
tribals have been distributed in uneven proportions in these four distinct geo-physical
zones such as,
i. The Northern Plateau.
ii. The Central Table Land.
iii. The Eastern Ghat Region.
iv. The Coastal Region.

Geo-Physical Zone

The

The

The

The

Northern

Central

Eastern

Coastal

Plateau

Table Land

Ghat

Region

Region

The Northern Plateau:
This geo-physical zone of Odisha state consists of districts like, Sundargarh,
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar. In addition, Bamra and Kuchinda areas of
Sambalpur District, Interior plains of Balasore District and Pallahara region of
Angul District are also included in this zone. More than thirty lakhs tribal
people are living in these regions comprising of over fifty different tribal
groups. Of those, nine major tribal group inhabiting in this zone are, the Santal,
the Kolha, the Munda, the Bhuinya, the Oraon, the Gond, the Kisan, the
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Bathudi and the Bhumija numbering more than one lakh each. five primitive
tribes such as the Hill or Pauri Bhuinya, the Juang, the Hill Kharia, the
Mankidia and the Lodha are also living in this zone having the population of
only a few thousands.
The Central Table Land:
The whole of two major river basin of Odisha such as the Bramhani and the
Mahanadi basins consists of this zone. Around forty different tribal group
consisting of about ten lakhs population are inhabiting in this zone. However,
two major tribes, the Gond and the Sahara, each numbering more than one
lakh are living in this zone.
The Eastern Ghat Region:
The peninsular plateaus are bordered on the east by the Eastern Ghats, a
tectonic rains cut by many rivers into discontinuous Blocks of mountains.
Broadly it is divided into five different sections.
1. Northern Section: This section of the Eastern Ghat Region starts from
Nilagiri area of Balasore District and stretches up to Boudh border. The area
raising to a height of 2239 feet. The Khond and Sabar are two most
predominated tribes of this section but tribes No tribe of this zone touches one
lakh mark.
2. Central Section: This section of the Eastern Ghats region covers Boudh,
Balliguda, G Udaygiri areas of the state. The hills of this section are very high
ranging from 1000 feet to 4000 feet. This section is also mostly inhabited by
population of more than 3 lakhs Kondh tribal communities. This zone is
popularly known as the Kondh zone.
3 Rayagada Section: This section comprises of hills of Parlakhemundi and
Rayagada area. With an elevation of 1000 feet these areas are inhabited by as
many as 42 tribal communities. The Kondh and the Saora are most numerous
tribal communities of this area.
26

4. South-Eastern Section: This section of the Eastern Ghats region is further
divided into three plateaus based on the elevation. These are as follows:
a. 3000 feet Plateau : The area such as Koraput and Pottangi situated at this
level. As many as thirty three tribal communities are settled here. Among them
the Kondh, the Paroja and the Gadaba are most numerous.
b. 2000 feet Plateau : The District Nawrangpur and Sub-Division of Koraput
District, Jeypore belong to this region. The major tribe inhabiting in this zone
is Bhottada consisting of population above one lakh.
c. 1000 feet Plateau : Malkangiri District of the state is located in such
elevation. This area is inhabited by many tribal communities. Among them the
Koya and the Bhuinya are most numerous. This area is a home to the primitive
tribal communities such as Bonda and Didayi. The Bonda highlanders are
considered as very primitive. They have been attracting the attention of the
geographers and the anthropologists since the last part of the 19th century.
5. South Western Section: This section of the Eastern Ghat, comprises two
different areas such as, the Plain country and the Dongar of Kalahandi District.
The Dongar may be described as a plateau of 2000 feet to 3000 feet high. The
Dongar portion includes Lanjigarh and Thuamul-Rampur areas. These areas
inhabited mostly by the Kondhs tribal community, whose population are above
one lakh.

2.6 LET US SUM UP
Odisha is a Tribal Dominated State of India where 62 different tribal
community including 13 Particularly Vulnerable Tribes are inhabiting. Many
eminent scholars, who have made attempts to classify the tribal population of India on
the basis of their habitation in different geographical location, placed Odisha in the
central or middle zone of the country. In Odisha, majority of the tribal people are

living in the high altitude area of the Eastern Ghat. However, the state may be divided
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into four distinct geo-physical zone and the tribals have been distributed in uneven
proportions in these four distinct geo-physical zones like, i. The Northern Plateau, ii.
The Central Table Land, iii. The Eastern Ghat Region and iv. The Coastal Region.
The Eastern Ghat region is again divided into five different section namely, Northern,
Central, Rayagada and South-Eastern section and South Western section. The South
Easterner section is further divided into three sub-section named as 3000 feet plateau,
2000 feet plateau and 1000 feet plateau. The South Western section comprises of

Plain country and the Dongar (a plateau of 2000 feet to 3000 feet high) of
Kalahandi District. The Eastern Ghat region is the area where most of the
PVTGs are inhabiting.

2.7. KEY WARDS
Geographical Distribution:

The natural arrangement of the life forms in the different
regions and localities of the earth

Indo-Gangetic Plain:

The Indo-Gangetic Plain, also known as the Indus-Ganga
Plain and the North Indian Plain,It is a 630-million- acre
(2.5-million Km2) fertile plain encompassing northern zone
regions of the Indian subcontinent.

Gondwanaland:

It was an ancient supercontinent that broke up about 180
million years ago. The continent split into landmasses such
as Africa,South America, Australia, Antarctica, the Indian
subcontinent and the Arabian Peninsula.

Plateau:

A flat, elevated landform that rises sharply above
surrounding area on at least one side
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2.10. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Q1. What are the criterions used to declare an area as a Scheduled area?
Q2. Discuss the classification of tribe given by B.S. Guha on the basis of
Geographical location of India.
Q3. What are the different Geo-Physical zones of Odisha. Discuss how tribes of
Odisha distributed in these zones?
Q 4. How many Tribal dominated districts are there in Odisha? Write the names of
the tribal communities inhabiting in five such district.
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UNIT 3: SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF ODISHAN
TRIBES
Structure
3.0 Learning Objectives
3.1 Introduction
3.2 Determinants of Socio-Economic Status
3.3 Major Tribes of Odisha and their traditional economic activities
3. 4 Current Scenario of Tribal People in Odisha in socio-economic context
3.4.1. Operational Land Holdings of Tribals in Odisha
3.4.2 Employment Status
3.4.3 Availability of Basic Amenities.
3.5 Let us Sum up
3.6 Key Words
3.7 Suggested Readings
3.8 Check Your Progress

3.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After completion of this unit, student should be able to understand:


Socio-Economic status and its determinants.



Challenges in changing the socio-economic status of Tribal people



The current Social and Economic status of the Tribals living in the Odisha
state

3.1 INTRODUCTION
Tribes are the original inhabitants of our country and are distributed in almost every
state. Despite of being the autochthonous population, they are living with persistent
poverty since the princely period. Many Anthropologists have studied the socio30

cultural life of the tribal people and as per their study, tribal communities were
socially subjugated by the advent of Aryans. To resist the complete supremacy, tribal
people have tried to develop their distinct identity by practicing endogamy, hunting,
food gathering etc. They have been developed a symbiotic life with the forest by
exploiting as well as protecting it. However, the new forest policies and laws made
trouble for their life and they had to struggle a lot for their living as pointed out by
Dr. D.N. Majumdar. The tribal people have lost their freedom to subsist by using the
forest products. Earlier, the tribes were following a hierarchical administration led by
the tribal chief. With the replacement of their administration and laws by the
government, they were compelled to follow the rules and regulations of the so called
elegant society. The government tried to rehabilitate them but failed to do it in a
significant ways. As a result the tribal people have lost both their livelihood as well as
likelihood.
The socio-economic status of the tribe is reflected in their socio-cultural system. That
demonstrates the level of technology a tribe possesses and the ways in which the tribe
has responded to the ecosystem in which it is placed. Over all the state of tribal
economy has been described to be at the level of subsistence or below it. In the past,
tribal people were unable to make optimum use of their land and failed to generate
surplus. Moreover, culturally they were not prone to saving and could not form
capital for productive purposes. They were also tempted to live a leisurely life
traditionally. Though, land and forest were considered as the two most important
resources of the tribes, in most of the areas of our country land had not been surveyed
as well as the record of right had not been prepared. The traditionally rights of the
tribals over their lands only maintained either individually or communally.
Tribal Societies are pre-industrial and some are even pre-agricultural, relatively
egalitarian, non-stratified, culturally homogenous, structurally segmentary, kin-based
and closed. Their techno-economic base is simple, and their ideological order is
dominated by animistic and fatalistic orientations. Tribe represented a type of society,
and according to some scholars it represents a stage in social evolution. Every stage
in social evolution is characterized by a specific mode of social organisation and
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production. Tribal communities, by and large, inhabit forest and hilly tracts and
depend on forest resources for a variety of purposes. Even settled agricultural tribal
communities living in the vicinity of forests supplements their economy with hunting
and gathering. Tribal economies are undifferentiated and mixed in nature. Hunting,
gathering, pastroralism and practice of shifting cultivation, crafts and settled
agriculture are the main economic pursuits of the tribal communities. The peculiar
feature of tribal economy is that no tribal community fully depends on any one mode
of economic pursuit. Therefore, tribal economies are said to be mixed and
undifferentiated.

3.2 DETERMINANTS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS
The Socio-Economic Status (SES) is a composite measure of the social standing or
class of an individual or group. It is a measure of an individual's or group's economic
or social position in relation to other's. Variables such as, income, education,
occupation, family influence, physical assets, social position, social participation,
caste, muscle power, political influence etc. are used to measure the SES. However
of these all, variables like income, education and occupation together considered as
the best representatives of SES as per majority of researchers. Wealth is also
considered as a major determinants of SES. It is a kind of economic reserves or assets
and present a sources of security which provide a measure of a household's ability to
meet emergencies, absorb economic shocks or provide the means comfortable
livelihood. Socioeconomic status often reveal inequities in access to resources, as
well as issues related to privilege, power and control. Studies on SES often plays
important role in determining health and nutritional status of the communities.
Odisha, is considered as one of the backward state as far as the socio-economic
condition of it's people is concerned. Out of the thirty districts, nine are dominated by
the tribal population. Of the total population of the state i.e 41,947,58 (census, 2011),
22.8 percent are occupied by the tribal people. Tribals are regarded as the most
backward and geographically isolated communities. Mostly, the tribal are living their
life either utilizing the natural resources, or by doing specific indigenous type of
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work. They also use pre-agricultural kind of technology. From the Socio-economic
frontiers, tribal are thought of a certain techno-economically backward communities,
mostly inhabiting in forest areas mostly in hilly and remote interiors. As per the
provision of Indian constitution, many provisions were made for uplifting them to a
higher standard of life. In accordance to the academic parlance, the concept of tribe
signifies socio-cultural homogeneity, at lower level in terms of techno-economic
parameter, practice of animism, lack of recorded history and recorded tradition,
segmentary social structure and lack of clear-cut division of labour other than those
based on age and sex criteria.
The tribes of Orissa share different social, economic and cultural situations. Many of
the Orissan tribe are still living with extreme poverty and backwardness and
practicing shifting cultivation. Tribes like, Kutia Kondhas, Bonda, Hill Juanga and
Paudi Bhuyan, are a few among them. Some other tribal groups have been
assimilated into the general population and are indistinguishable from the general
rural and urban population of the country. In between these two extremities, many of
the tribal groups are living in different stages of transition. Tribal life and their
livelihood have affected to a large extent due to Industrial activities, mining and
hydro-electric projects. Conversion to Christianity and Hinduism has also played their
role in transforming the socio-cultural life of the tribals.
The criteria those have been used here to study the socio-economic status of Orissan
tribes are pertaining to operational land holdings of the Scheduled Tribe, their
employment Scenario and the basic amenities available to them. For the analysis of
Socio-Economic status of Tribals, mostly Census -2011 data were considered.
Literacy, Education, Health and Poverty status of the Scheduled Tribe in Odisha are
discussed in detail in Unit-4.
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3.3TRADITIONAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF ODISHAN
TRIBE
Traditionally tribal economy in our country was mostly based on a combination of
several types of activities. As per L.P. Vidyarthi and BK Roy the economic activities
of tribals in India may be categorized into the following heads.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hunting,
Hill-cultivation,
Plain agriculture,
Simple artisan,
Pastoral and cattle-herding,
Folk-artists, and
Agricultural and non-agricultural labour.

The above categorization may be treated as indicative of the major economic
activities of the tribal people as many times, the hill cultivators and plain
agriculturists were also occasionally engaged in hunting and food gathering to
supplements their livelihood. The tribal groups like, the Birhor, the Hill Kharia, the
Chenchu were engaged in hunting and foraging activities. However, with reduced
forest cover and implementation of Wild life Protection Act, hunting and foraging
activities of these tribe has declined. Many tribes of Odisha, such as the Hill Kharia,
the Juang, the Paudi Bhuyian, the Koya, the Baiga, the Maria Gond the Bonda and
many other tribal communities inhabiting in the hills were engaged in shifting
cultivation which is popularly known as 'podu chasa' among the tribes. However, this
is also in decline, due to land shortage and increase in population. In addition, the
Government policy, dissuades the tribes from practicing shifting cultivation. Tribal
communities of Odisha like, the Bhumij, the Kora, the Bhuyian, the Santal, the
Munda, the Ho, the Oraon, the Baiga, and the Gond were plain land agriculturist.
Some of the major tribal groups of Odisha and their traditional occupation are listed
below.
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Table: 3.3.1 Traditional Economic Activities of some selected tribes of Odisha
Sl.
No.
1

Name of the Tribes

Traditional Economy

Kondh

2

Gond

3

Santals

4

Sabar

5

Munda

6

Bhuiya

They were earlier hunter and gatherers and now settled as
agriculturists and also work as labourers in Tea gardens.
Many tribes still collect roots and tubers from the forest
for their livelihood.

7

Kishan

Collection of forest produce for consumption as well as
for selling purpose, agriculture, and domestication of
animal, craft making and casual labour.

8

Gadaba

9

Koya

Agriculture, labour, hunting, cattle rearing and also carry
palanquins.
Cultivation of Tobacco leaf, Mandia, Maize, Bhatta and
Paddy. They rear Pigs, Goats, Cows and Hens.

10

Hill Kharia

11

Oran

Hunting and gathering, agriculture. Many of these tribal
group are engaged as labour.
Majority are farmers, some have risen to the status of
landowners. Many of them are landless laborers. Their
traditional occupation also includes pottery and basket
making, making body tattoo, and floor painting.
Hunting, fishing and cultivation. They are skillful in
making the musical equipments, mats and baskets out of
the plants products.
They are forest-dwelling tribe and mostly depended on the
forests for their livelihood.
They are agriculturist and cultivators also engaged in
Basket work, weaving etc. These tribes have a rich range
of folk songs, dances and tales, as well as traditional
musical instruments. Mandar, nagara and kartal are the
main musical instruments.

Food gathering, hunting and labour. The Dhelkis are
agricultural labourers and agriculturalists, while Dudh
Kharia’s are agriculturists. These tribes are skilled in
cottage industries
They know the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides,
improved varieties of seeds and modern techniques of
agriculture. This tribal group is economically better off
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12

Bhumiya

while compared to other tribes. They are not shackled by
debts and can afford a better quality of life.
They are land owners, agriculturists and some are
labourers.

Over the years, the economic condition of tribal and their livelihood strategies have
undergone a tremendous changes. Traditionally, the tribes were mostly dependent on
natural resources. With times the depletion of natural resources made a deep impact
on the livelihood of these tribals. With the rising urbanization and industrialization
aftermath of Independence, the tribals estranged from their traditional natural
resource base economy and forced to search for newer livelihood options. Rapid
population growth among some tribes, scarcity of food and alienation from natural
habitats, made the tribal communities dependent on urban markets. Such situation
ultimately leads to migration of tribals from their original habitat in search of income
and employment. As a consequences, the already vulnerable tribes were exposed to
all kinds of exploitation and marginalization in the new and strange urban areas.
Tribal communities who preferred to live in their original habitats have to diversified
their occupations to ensure their sustenance.

3.4: CURRENT SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCENARIO OF TRIBAL
PEOPLE IN ODISHA
The shift in tribal economy and diversification of occupations has been corroborated
in the People of India report by the Anthropological Survey of India. The report
maintains that “… the number of communities practicing hunting and gathering has
declined by 24.08 percent, as forests have disappeared and wildlife has diminished.
Ecological degradation has severely curtailed the related traditional occupations. For
instance, trapping of birds and animals has declined by 36.84 percent, pastoral
activities by 12.5 percent, and shifting cultivation by 18.14 percent. However, there is
a rise in horticulture (34.4 percent), terrace cultivation (36.84 percent), settled
cultivation (29.58 percent), animal husbandry (22.5 percent), sericulture (82.6
percent), and bee-keeping (60 percent). Many of the traditional crafts have
disappeared and spinning, in particular, has suffered (25.58 percent). Related
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activities such as weaving (3.32 percent), dyeing (33.34 percent) and printing (100
percent) have similarly suffered. Skin and hide work as also stone carving has
declined.”
The report further states that, in tribal areas “...business has gone up by 77.46 percent,
trade by 42.14 percent and industry by 100 percent. There is a sharp rise in the
number of Scheduled Tribes employed in Government and private services, selfemployment, etc. The number of Scheduled Tribes employed in mining and masonry
(60 percent) has also gone up steeply which suggests a new mobility.”

The national agencies like the Census of India and the NSSO entrusted with the
responsibility of collecting and analyzing data on population often focused on
categorizing occupations as cultivators, agricultural labourers and other non-farm
workers (which includes workers of all kinds). Enumeration of data on Scheduled
Tribe-specific occupations is not carried out. Hence it is quite difficult to observe
changes and shifts in the occupation patterns of Scheduled Tribe over time. However,
some data related to operational holdings, availability of basic amenities, literacy,
health and poverty status collected by different census and data collecting agencies
have thrown some light on the socio-economic status of tribal people.
3.4.1 Operational Land Holding:
The Agricultural Census 2010-11, collected data on the State-wise Number and Area
of operational holdings for Scheduled Tribes in the year 2005-06 and 2010-11. The
compiled data have shown an overall increase in the number and area of land
holdings by STs across India. In the area of ST land holdings, increment of 8.06
percent is observed in between 2005-06 to 2010-11. In the Area of land holdings, the
highest increase was in the State of Goa (78.55%) followed by Tripura (36.09%)
whereas the highest decline was observed in the State of Jammu & Kashmir

(9.56%). But in comparison to the whole country as well as other state, the
increment of number of operational land holding among the tribal groups of
Odisha was very low. Simultaneously the area of operational land holding was
decreased during the period of 2005-06 and 2010-2011 (Table:1.1)
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Table 3.4.1 : Number and Area of Operational holdings for Scheduled Tribes in
Odisha and India.
Sl.No. State/Country

2005-06
Number

2010-2011

Area

Number

Area

Percent Variation
Number

Area

1

Odisha

1407

1748

1426

1615

1.29

-7.64

2

India

10343

16929

11993

18294

15.95

8.06

Source: Agriculture Census 2010-11
The percentage distribution of number of operational holdings for Scheduled Tribes
for the years 2005-06 and 2010-11 listed the Marginal, Small, Semi Medium,
Medium and large land holdings by STs of Odisha. It has been observed that,
Marginal land holdings has increased to 66.6 percent in 2010-1 1 from 54.79percent
in 2005-06, which in 2010-11. Small land holdings have decreased from 29.6% in
2005-06 to 23.55% in 2010-11. In 2005-06, there were only 12.46% Semi Medium
operational holdings for Scheduled Tribes and this decreased to 8.3% in 2010-11. The
number of medium operational holdings decreased from 2.94% in 2005-06 to 1.46%
in 2010-11. The Large operational holdings for Scheduled Tribes were decreased
marginally from 0.21 percent in 2005-06 to 0.08 percent in 2010-11. The agriculture
census data on area operated by operational holdings for Scheduled Tribe in India
revealed that, in the state of Odisha 22.77 percent marginal operational holdings were
operated in 2005-06, that increased to 36.21 percent in 2010-11. In 2005-06, 33.21
percent Small operational holdings were operated which increased slightly to 33.68
percen in 2010-11. In 2005-06, 26.82 percent, Semi-medium operational holdings
were operated which decreased to 21.36 percent in 2010-11. The operation of
Medium Operational holdings decreased from 12.99 percent in 2005-06 to 7.57
percent in 2010-11 and the large areas operational holdings area by Scheduled Tribals
decreased marginally from 2.22 percent in 2005-06 to 1.19 percent in 2010-11.
3.4.2 Employment status of tribal in Odisha
Employment and unemployment situation is another important social indicator that
has been studied to analyze the socio-economic status of any group. Creation of
productive and useful employment with decent working environment to sop up the
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growing labour on a sufficient scale force is one of the important element of
development. Unemployment among the tribal population may lead to immense
poverty. As a consequence, involvement of tribal people in terrorism may increase
through the membership of different Maoist and Naxals group.

People who are involved in any kind of economically productive activity are termed
as working population or person having some kind of employment. As per the census
definition the entire working population has been classified into three major
categories, such as Main workers, Marginal workers and Non - workers. Main
workers are those who work for the major part of the year preceding the date of
enumeration i.e. those who were engaged in any economically productive activity for
183 days (or six months) or more during the year. Marginal workers work any time in
the year preceding the enumeration but do not work for a major part of the year, i.e.
those who worked for less than 183 days (or six months). Non-workers are those who
have not worked any time at all in the year preceding the date of enumeration.

Table 3.4.2: Percentage Distribution of total Worker, Main Worker and
Marginal Workers among the tribals of Odisha by sex.
State\

Total Worker

Country

Main Worker

Marginal Worker

All

ST

All

ST

All

ST

Population

Population

Population

Population

Population

Population

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
Odisha

67.85 32.15

55.21 44.79

82.13 17.87

72.83 27.17

45.48

54.52

38.36 61.64

India

68.89

55.59

75.36 75.36

63.94 36.06

49.22

50.78

40.23 59.77

31.11

44.41

Source: Census 2011

The 2011 census data revealed that, the percentage of Scheduled Tribe male total
worker and main worker were more than their female counterpart whereas in
marginal worker categories the percentage of female worker is more than the male.
This may be due to the the property right system according to which a female can be
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counted as a cultivator only when she heads the family. As per the sex-wise
distribution, only 27.17 per cent of the Scheduled Tribe main worker in Odisha are
females. As a corollary, the proportion of females is more among marginal workers
(61.64%) In comparison to total population, work participation of ST female is more
than the all population for all types of worker categories. Data on categories of ST
marginal worker (Table 1.3) suggested that, majority of marginal workers are
working as agricultural labour i.e. of 64.95 percent.

Table 3.4.3: Percentage distribution of Scheduled Tribe Marginal Worker in
Odisha by categories.
State/Country

Cultivator
All

Odisha
12.06
India
19.15
Source: Census 2011

ST

5.0
5.03

Agricultural
labour
All
ST

19.74
27.6

64.95
59.70

Household
Worker
All
ST

Other Worker
All

ST

5.20
4.21

70.48
59.61

13.62
14.76

11.70
23.07

Table 3.4.4: Availability of Basic Amenities for ST and All Population in
Odisha.
Sl.No
1

2

Basic Amenities

All Population

ST Population

Condition of Census Houses
Good
Livable
Dilapidated

29.53
62.13
8.33

19.07
72.33
8.60

Main Sources of Drinking Water
(i) Within the Premises
(ii) Near the Premises
(iii) Away from Premises

22.4
42.2
35.4

6.2
49.2
44.6
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3

Percentage of HH having Latrine and
Bathing facility:
(i) No. of HH having latrine facility
within Premises
(ii) No. of HH not having latrine
facility within Premises
(iii) Night soil removed by human
(iv) Open defecation
(v) No. of HH having bathing facility
within Premises
(vi)Closed drainage facility

Type of Fuel used:
(i) Smoke emanating
(ii)Non-smoke emanating
Main Sources of Lighting:
5
(i) Electricity
(ii) Kerosene
(iii) Solar energy
(iv) Others
(i)Household availing Banking
6
Service
(ii) Television
(iii) Bicycle
(iv) Computer/Laptop
(v) Two wheeler
(vi) Four wheeler
(vii) Having all the above assets
(viii) Not having any of the above
assets.
Sources: Census 2011

22.0

7.1

78.0

92.9

0.3
76.6
14.1

0.1
91.6
3.4

4.3

1.1

84.66
13.69

95.46
2.37

43.0
55.3
0.4
1.3
45.0

15.6
82.3
0.6
1.5
35.0

26.7
61.0
3.7
14.5
1.8
2.1
25.5

7.6
55.7
2.6
4.6
0.5
0.3
36.7

4

3.4.3 Availability of Basic amenities:
Asses to basic amenities like availability of drinking water, sanitation, electricity,
housing, drainage and others are contributing towards the well-being of the individual
as well as group. Such basic amenities are contributing towards physical and material
comfort, enhancing quality of life as well as ensuring better health and also providing
better opportunities to carry out useful activities. The importance of Basic Amenities
for raising the standard of living of the people have been highlighted recently by
many international agencies like UNDP, UNESCAP, UN- HABITAT, ADB, World
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Bank etc. The Millennium Development Goals (MDG, 2010) also propagated it as
one of the priorities. By understanding its importance, data were also collected on
basic amenities such as Housing Conditions, Availability of Drinking water,
Sanitation Facility, type of Fuel used, Electricity, Communication facilities and
Percentage of households during Census 2011 in India.
The accessibility of basic facilities to Scheduled Tribe households as compared to all
categories taken together is shown in table 3.4.1. As per the census data, in Odisha,
19.07 percent of STs live in Good condition houses where as 8. 60 percent live in
dilapidated houses. In comparison to them, 29.5% of people of all social group
residing in the good house and 8.33 percent in dilapidated house. In comparison to
22.4% of all population group only 6.2% is of STs are having source of drinking
water inside their premises and 44.6% of ST population have such provision away
from their premises. People having proper defecation facility is an important basic
amenities. As per the census data, Odisha is the state with lowest number of
households with the latrine facility inside the household (7.1%) followed by the state
of Rajasthan (7.9%). In the state 0.3% of total household and 0.1% of ST households
continue to use the method of night soil removal by human. The Practice of open
defecation is prevalent in the country. In such practice the state Rajastan topped the
country with 91.7% ST Households against 64.3% of All Households. With 91.6% of
the ST households and 76.7% all population households Odisha occupied the second
place where people are still going for open defecation. In Odisha, only 14.1% of All
Households and 3.1% of ST Households have bathing facility within the premises.
Odisha is the State with lowest number of households with waste water outlet
connected to closed drainage. Only 1.1% of ST households have waste water outlet
connected to closed drainage compared to 4.3% of that of the households of all social
groups.
Similarly by analyzing the use of cooking fuel, Sources of lighting, as well as
availabilities of household resources, it has been observed that in all the parameters
Scheduled Tribe are lag far behind than the all other population group.
The fuels used for cooking purposes are of two different categories viz. smoke
emanating and non-smoke emanating fuels. The fuels like Fire-wood/Crop
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residue/Cow dung cake/Coal, Lighite, Charcoal are the smoke emanating fuels
whereas non-smoke emanating fuels consisting of Kerosene/LPG/PNG/Electricity
etc. Households, cooking inside the house but using smoke emanating fuel is referred
to as Drudgery. Odisha is one among the nine state whose percent share of drudgery
is higher than the All India figure. The States where drudgery is used by many of the
ST population are Chhattisgarh (96.64%, highest), Madhya Pradesh (95.9%), Odisha
(95.46%), Jharkhand (95.29%), Rajasthan (93.87%), Tripura (93.25%) followed by
Bihar, Kerala and West Bengal.

3.5 LET US SUM UP
Tribal Societies are pre-industrial and some are even pre-agricultural, relatively
egalitarian, non-stratified, culturally homogenous, structurally segmentary, kin-based
and closed. Their techno-economic base is simple, and their ideological order is
dominated by animistic and fatalistic orientations. For economic development, social
development is essential. The socio-economic development of tribal always faced
hindrance like geographical and cultural isolation, lack of proper health facilities,
inability to satisfy basic needs, lack of control over resources and assets, lack of
education and skills, malnutrition, lack of shelter, poor access to water and sanitation
etc. The current socio-economic status of tribals in Odisha is also not showing an at
par status with the overall population. In many areas the ST population are far behind
than the tribal population of other state in term of basic amenities like drudgery,
lowest number of households with waste water outlet connected to closed drainage,
open defecation etc. Though the literacy rate of tribal in Odisha is not far behind that
the overall Tribal literacy of India, it is showing a much less percentage in
comparison to the other state like Kerala, Maharastra, Tamilnadu, West Bengal etc.
Similarly, in many other sectors like percentage of main workers, number and area of
operational holdings, Scheduled Tribes of Odisha are far behind that the overall ST
population of the country as a whole.
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3.6 KEY WORDS
Socio-Economic Status:

It is a measure of an individual's or group's
economic or social position in relation to other's
based on various variables like income, education,
occupation, family influence, physical assets, social
position, social participation, caste, muscle power,
political influence etc.

Shifting Cultivation:

It is an agricultural system in which plots of land are
cultivated temporarily, then abandoned and allowed to
revert to their natural vegetation while the cultivator
moves on to another plot.

Operational Land holding:

Allland which is used wholly or partly for
agricultural production and is operated as one
technical unit by one person alone or with others
without regard to the title, legal form, size of
location.

Marginal Worker:

Marginal Workers are those workers who had not
worked for the major part of the reference period
i.e. less than 6 months.
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3.8 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

Q1. Discuss how tribal economies are mixed and undifferentiated?
Q2. What are the traditional Economic Activities of Scheduled Tribe of Odisha?
Q3. Discuss the Socio-Economic status of Odissan Tribes on the basis of Operational
land holdings and Employment Status.
Q4. How the Scheduled Tribe of Odisha are far behind in comparison to the all
population of Odisha in terms of availability of Basic Amenities?
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UNIT 4: LITERACY, EDUCATION, HEALTH AND
POVERTY STATUS OF TRIBES IN ODISHA

4.0 Learning Objectives
4.1 Introduction
4.2 Literacy and Education status of Tribes in Odisha
4.2.1 Problems in Tribal Education in Odisha
4.3 Health status of Tribes in Odisha
4.3.1The Mortality Indicators
4.3.2 Disease Prevalence
4.3.3 Nutrition Aspect
4.3.4 Major Determinants of Health
4. 4 Poverty status of Tribes in Odisha
4.4.1 Measures of Poverty Status
4.4.2 Identification of Below Poverty Line (BPL)
4.4.3Present practice of Poverty Identification: SECC 2011
4.5 Let us Sum up
4.6 Key Words
4.7 References and Suggested Readings
4.8 Check Your Progress

4.0 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After completion of this unit, the students will be able to understand:


Literacy rate and educational status of Scheduled Tribe population of Odisha.



The current health scenario of Tribals living in the Odisha state.



The relationship of Literacy and Education with Health status and their
combined impact on poverty status of Tribes in Odisha.
46

4.1INTRODUCTION
Literacy, Education, Health and Poverty are interrelated. Education can bring wider
social benefits that improve development of society. Better quality education improve
economic growth, create new innovative economic opportunities and surplus income.
Educated people can earn more. Other than improving human capital, education can
have greater impact on poverty by achieving betterhealth.
Health, according to the World Health Organization (WHO) is defined as “a state of
complete physical, mental, and social well- being and not merely the absence of
disease or infirmity”. In general, it is the level of functional and metabolic efficiency
of human being. This efficiency can be measured by analyzing different types of
health measures like, life expectancy, mortality and morbidity rates and ratio etc.
Health status of individual as well as of different population can also be assessed by
analyzing the nutritional components by studying different grades of malnutrition.
Health is considered as a vital element of human capital. Better health is supposed to
increase working and intellectual capabilities of people. Physical capability to do
work depends upon individual’s health status. People can increase their working and
intellectual capabilities if they stay healthy and ultimately that enhance the
productivity. Healthy workers being an assets are more productive and they can work
for long hours of work per day as compared to unhealthy workers. This higher
productivity and ability to do more work help individuals to earn more than others.
Healthy people usually live longer than the sick people. Hence, they will have more
life time to generate income. The relationship between health and income growth has
been studied extensively and showed a positive, sizable and statistically significant
effect on aggregate income.
To stay healthy, an individual or a population has to acquire knowledge regarding
different health program, self-body function, environmental issues that could affect
their health etc. For example, lower fertility can lead to improved health care of
children that lead to greater participation of women in the labor force, reading ability
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can help the person to understand the outbreak of certain disease which is circulated
through pamphlet, health care notice in electronic and print media such as television,
mobile app, newspaper etc.
Knowledge can be gain through a process of receiving or giving systematic
instruction that paved the way to acquire education. Literacy level and educational
attainment are vital developmental indicators for any society. The two word Literacy
and Education though used interchangeably, is not synonymous to each other.
The key difference is, 'literacy' basically refers to the ability to read and write
whereas 'education' refers to the acquisition of knowledge. Literacy is basically used
to assess the education level in a country. Thus, although most people consider being
literate and being educated as the same, there is a distinct difference between them.
According to the UNESCO definition, literacy is the “ability to identify,
understand, interpret, create, communicate and compute, using printed and written
materials associated with varying contexts”. Traditionally, the ability to read and
write is considered as literacy. But in the present time, a literate person should have
the ability to use and analyze numbers, Proficient in language, ability to understand
images, handling capacity of computers, and other fundamental means to
understand, communicate, and acquire useful knowledge. The capability to
comprehend the spoken words and read or decode written words is the key to literacy.
A literate person also has to have a knowledge of speech sounds, meaning of words,
patterns of spelling, formation of grammar and word in order to become fully literate
in a particular language.
The word education often refers to formal education that usually can be acquired
through an institution by following the directives of predesigned structure under the
guidance of teachers or instructors. A student can acquire various degrees and
certificates through enrollment at educational institutes such as schools or
universities. Formal education has different levels or categories such as primary,
secondary and tertiary education. The education system of our country has
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differentiated into many stage such as primary school, secondary school, Higher
secondary, college, and university level education.
Education is considered as a basic human right and has become a bare necessity for
the progress of a society. As a basic human right, it is a mandate that, every
individual should aquire education in a formal setting up to a certain age limit.
Education is a key to development. An individual can differentiate between good or
bad through the attainment of education. A society is said to be developed when it’s
members acquired proper education. According to World Bank Education can act as a
powerful tool for reducing poverty and unemployment and help towards improving
health and nutritional standards.
Tribal society is often considered as underdeveloped because of attainment of low
level of education. The lack of education leads to the creation of many myths and
unhealthy practice among the tribals. Absence of these two vital prerequisite of
human development in most of the tribal society force them to lead a poverty stricken
life. With the acquisition of education a lot of change has been observed among the
tribals. In the following section the scenario of literacy, education, health and poverty
status of tribal population of Odisha will be discussed.

4.2 LITERACY AND EDUCATION STATUS OF TRIBES IN
ODISHA
In the tribal map of India, the Odisha state occupies a distinct place with 62 different
tribal communities among whom 13 are identified as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTG). The tribal population constitute 22.85% of the state's population and
9.66 percent of the total population of the country followed by states like Madhya
Pradesh (14.69%) and Maharashtra (10.08%) as per the census 2011. About 93.8
percent of STs in Odisha reside in rural areas as against 90 percent in India. Majority
of Scheduled Tribes live in hilly and forest regions of Odisha. Within the state, the
tribals are considered as the most underprivileged group, in terms of their social and
economic status is concerned. The major reason of such lowering of status is Poverty
and illiteracy which is very high among the tribal people of Odisha. Therefore, the
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social disparity and inequality has prevailed among the tribal and non-tribals in the
society.
In adherence to the constitutional rights for the equality and to raise the socioeconomic status of the scheduled tribe a hoards of policies and program were initiated
ever since the independence. Several efforts, such as free education, Pre- and Post
Matric Scholarship, Special schools and hostel facilities etc. have been undertaken to
raise the educational status of the Scheduled tribes. Though improvements has been
noticed, the current rate of improvement in education amongst the scheduled tribes
population is yet insufficient to meet the state’s as well as the country’s needs. The
literacy and education status tribal in Odisha has been analysed by studying literacy
level of Schedule Tribes in comparison with general population in Odisha. Some
other important indicators of educational status such as male-female gap in literacy,
gross enrolment ratio, dropout rates etc are also used to explore the possible reasons
for low level of literacy and educational backwardness and the possible suggestions
for educational development in tribal areas.
Table 4.2.1 Literacy Rate (1971-2011) among the Scheduled Tribe and General
Population of Odisha
Year

Scheduled Tribe Population
Male

Female

Gender

General Population

Total

Male

Female

Gap

Gender

Total

Gap

1971

16.38

02.58

13.80

09.46

38.30

13.92

24.38

26.18

1981

28.32

05.81

22.51

17.01

47.09

21.12

25.97

35.37

1991

34.44

10.21

24.23

22.31

63.10

37.70

25.40

49.09

2001

51.5

23.36

28.14

37.37

75.95

50.50

25.45

63.08

2011

63.7

41.20

22.50

52.24

98.16

64.00

34.16

72.90

Status of education is often determined by studying the literacy rate, Gross
Enrollment Ratio (GER), Dropout rates and Gender Parity Index (GPI). The overall
literacy rate of India is 73 per cent as per the census 2011. The state Odisha lag a little
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behind it with the estimated literacy rate of the total population at 72.9 per cent.
However, the literacy rate of scheduled Tribes in Orissa has consistently been lower
than that of the total population. The literacy rate among Scheduled Tribes is
estimated as 52.24 percent as per census 2011, showing a gap of 20.66 percent in
comparison with the total population. An overall improvement has been noticed in the
education level of the tribal as the literacy rate has been increased from 37.37 percent
in 2001 to 52.24per cent in 2011. A great disparity has been observed in between the
male and the female literacy percentage among the tribal of Odisha. Male literacy has
increased from 51.5per cent to 63.70 per cent during 2001-2011. Female literacy
continues to be an area of concern despite notable achievement during last decade. ST
female literacy increased from 23.36 per cent to 41.20 percent during 2001-2011. ST
female literacy is lower by approximately 22.8 percents point as compared to overall
female literacy of the general population. The district wise literacy percentages have
shown higher literacy rate in district like Bhadrak (43.5%) and Gajapati (43.7%)
among tribes in Odisha during 2011. The lowest percentage of literacy among the
tribals is estimated in Koraput district (35.4%). In all district male literacy rate is
higher in comparison to female among the tribal population.
Plans and Programmes have been developed by the government. The new education
policy has been developed. Voluntary and non-governmental organizations have
made their efforts to increase the literacy rates among the tribal people. In spite of all
these, there exists a huge hiatus between the general and ST population literacy rates.
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Fig 4.2.1 Gross Enrollment Ratio of Schedule Tribe Children of Odisha at
Different Educational Level.
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As per the Right to Education Act (RTE) that enacted in the August 2009 by
parliament of India, education is free and compulsory for children between 6 to 14
years under article 21a of the Indian constitution. As mentioned in it, students names
should be enrolled by their names in different levels of education as per their
eligibility based on their age. The Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) is defined as the
percentage of the enrolment in that stage to the estimated child population in the
respective age group. The gross enrolment ratio of ST boys is observed to be higher
than ST girls for all classes. The GER is estimated more in class I to V which is 137.2
for ST boys and 136.7 for ST girls but it is only 90.7 and 87 in class VI to VIII. Form
the analysis it may be inferred that, the tribal enrolment declines significantly in
higher class. Not only the enrollment, the dropout rate among ST girls are also
highest among all categories of students.
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Fig. 4.2.2 Dropout Rates of ST and All Community of Odisha at Primary and
Upper Primary School Level
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Source: DISE/OPEPA, Odisha.
Another measures of educational status is the Gender Parity Index (GPI). It is a socio
economic index that frequently used to measure the relative access to education
gender wise. It is calculated as the quotient of the number of females by the number
of males enrolled in a given stage of education (primary, secondary, etc. In Odisha,
Gender Parity Index (GPI) for Scheduled Tribes is seen to be highest in the Classes I–
V and lowest in Classes XI-XII.
4.2.1 Problems in Tribal Education in Odisha:
Literacy and educational status of tribals in Odisha lag far behind than the general
population in spite of constitutional provision as well as constant efforts made by
various government and non-governmental agencies. The reasons for lagging may be
because of various external, internal, socio-economic and psychological factors.
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Most of the external factors are related to problems and difficulties at levels of policy,
planning, implementation, and administration. Internal factors refer to problems
associated with the system of educational institution, Syllabus, Language, medium of
instruction, pedagogy, academic supervision, monitoring, and teacher-centered
problems. The socio-economic problems relates to social, economic, and cultural
background of the tribal communities and psychological aspects of first-generation
learners. Economic aspect like high poverty, Distance of the educational institution,
timing of school, medium of instruction, teachers related problem, mental attitude,
superstition and prejudice etc. some of the major factors that leads to low level of
literacy and educational backwardness among the tribals. Gross Enrollment Ratio,
Dropout rates, Gender Parity Index, all these socio-economic index have indicated a
low level of education among the Scheduled Tribe girl children. The major reason of
this could be (i) poverty, (ii) high level of illiteracy among the parents, (iii) high
opportunity cost of these children, (iv) socio-cultural barriers for girls to attain school,
(v) poor health and nutritional status of the children, and (vi) lack of basic
infrastructure in schools. Regarding high dropout rate of STs children, the Odisha
Primary Education Programme Authority (OPEPA) pointed out that, about 52 per
cent of the Scheduled Tribe children dropped out of school due to: (i) lack of interest
in studies, (ii) being earning members of the family (iii) being financially weak, and
(iv) involvement in household work. Nearly 60 per cent of the children were never
enrolled in schools due to the above reasons.

4.3 HEALTH STATUS OF TRIBES IN ODISHA
Health is considered as an essential component for the wellbeing of the human being.
It is a prerequisite for human development. The health condition of any community
are influenced by interplay of several factors such as social, economic and political
aspects. The common beliefs, customs, practices related to health and disease in turn
influence the health seeking behavior of the community. Different communities and
especially the tribal people are highly influenced by the interplay of health
consciousness of the people as well as the factors like socio-cultural, demographic,
economic, educational and political scenario. Commonly it is believed that, health
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status of the tribals are very poor and they are highly disease prone. Their habitat,
social isolation, poverty, inadequate housing, poor sanitation, lack of safe drinking
water, ignorance about causes of disease, mental illness, blind beliefs etc. making the
situation of tribals worsen. They are considered as the most vulnerable and
marginalized section of the society as they lag behind all other social group in social,
health and developmental indicators.
The tribals mostly suffer from many chronic water-borne diseases such as diarrhoea,
dysentry, Cholera, guinea worm, tape worm etc., because of the poor drinking water
facilities. As a consequence the tribals are easily susceptible to different skin and
intestinal disease. Deficiency of certain minerals are also leading to many disease
among the tribals. The incidence of veneral diseases are also in high due to poor
reproductive health practice. Because of the poor nutritional status, the tribal people
unable to develop immunity to and becoming prey to many newly developed
diseases. Apart from these, the habit of taking spirituous and highly intoxicated
liquors and drinks as well as drug addiction worsen their health condition. The lack of
proper public health system, shortage of qualified medical personnel like doctors and
nurse is also aggravating their health condition.
To assess the health status of any group, different mortality and morbidity indicators
are often used. Some of the important indicators are: Infant Mortality Rate (IMR),
Under-Five Mortality Rate (UMR-5), Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) etc. These are
usually taken into consideration in order to assess the health status of any community.
Apart from these, disease burden of different communicable as well as noncommunicable diseases are also considered to assess the health status of any
population. As the data regarding health status and health care aspects are mostly
subsumed in the general population, it is very difficult to analyzing the health status
of the tribals specifically. the most recent data are also often ten years old.
During last one decades, Government of Odisha has taken several reform measures
for strengthening delivery of health care services in the state through outcome based
participatory bottom up planning process with additional resource allocation through
National Health Mission (NHM) and more resource allocation under state budget to
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address local health issues and needs of the vulnerable communities, backward
classes including SC and ST communities of the state (Economic Survey, 2019-20,
Government of Odisha) Due to effective policy formulation, significant improvement
has been observed in many key health indicators which has been reported in various
National Health Surveys.
National Family Health Survey (NFHS) provide information on different aspect of
population, health and nutrition and is considered as one of the widely accepted data
portal on health issues. The most recent one is the, fourth round NFHS survey which
has been conducted in 2015-16. The survey provides information on different aspects
of health for each state of India.
4.3.1 The Mortality Indicators:
Information on mortality is necessary to monitor the health condition of any state or
community as well as for implementation of proper intervention program for the
improvement of the same. Though some data on both fertility and mortality is
available with civil registration system, no data has been generated for scheduled
tribe. Sample study undertaken by NFHS have thrown light on the health scenario of
different categories.
Neonatal Mortality Rate (NMR), Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), and Under-five
Mortality Rate (U5MR) are some of the major health indicators that are taken in to
consideration while analyzing health status of any community. As per census 2001,
IMR for Scheduled Tribes of Odisha state was 98 per 1000 live births against allIndia estimate of about 68 (including Scheduled Tribes). It shows that, the IMR for
Scheduled Tribes population was around 30 percent higher than the total population
Further, U5MR was 149 for Scheduled Tribes against all-India estimates of around
96. Such estimations indicating the poor health condition of the tribal communities in
general.
According to the NFHS-4 survey, though improvement is notice in comparison to the
earlier years the key health indicators for the tribals have not shown any better health
status in comparisons to the total population of the state.
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Table:4.3.1 Key Mortality Indicators of Scheduled Tribe and Total Population
of Odisha
Sl.No. Key Health Indicator

ST Population

Total Population

1

Infant Mortality Rate

51.8

40.1

2

Under five Mortality Rate

65.6

48.6

3

Neonatal Mortality Rate

35.5

28.4

4

Post Neonatal Mortality Rate

16.6

11.6

5

Child Mortality Rate

14.6

08.9

Source: International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS). National Family Health Survey,
(NFHS-4), 20015-16: India, Mumbai.

All the mortality indicators related to children (Table - 2) have shown a gloomy
picture of health status of tribals. The under-five mortality rate is 17 point higher than
the U5 mortality rate of total population, indicating a very poor health condition of
the tribal children in the state of Odisha. The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) of tribal is
also higher by 11.8 point than the IMR of the non-scheduled tribe population of the
state. Odisha is one among seven state of our country where the IMR and U5MR
among the tribals need urgent attention.
4.3.2Disease Prevalence:
Quality epidemiological data even on the national prevalence and incidence of
various diseases among Scheduled Tribes is almost non-existent. The Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR), through its various national institutes and centers,
collects data on some diseases in certain states and among some tribes. Generally, in
our country, the tribal population mostly suffer from:


The diseases of nutritional Deficiency (malnutrition, Obesity, maternal and
child health problems)



Communicable diseases – malaria, filaria, tuberculosis, leprosy, skin
infections, sexually transmitted diseases, HIV, typhoid, cholera, diarrheal
diseases, hepatitis, and viral fevers.



Diseases of Genetic Origin - Hemoglobinopathies (Sickle Cell disease,
Thalasemia), G-6 PD deficiency etc.
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Lifestyle diseases (hypertension, high consumption of alcohol and tobacco,
stress).



Accidents and injuries – including the burns, falls, animal bites, snake bites,
violence due to conflicts, and more recently, motor cycle accidents.



High consumption of alcohol and tobacco in most areas and of drugs in the
Northeast region.

4.3.3 Nutrition Aspect
Health and well-being of people is often determined through different indicators.
Nutritional status of individual as well as community is one of the major indicator of
these. Poor nutritional status is often associated with impaired growth and
development among children, nutritional deficiencies disorders, chronic illness etc.
Major causes of such poor nutritional condition is intake of Inadequate or unbalanced
diets. The poverty stricken tribals lacks knowledge regarding nutritive values of the
food and mostly their food intake depends upon the availability of food within their
surroundings. These factors often leads to poor nutritional of the tribal people.
Nutritional status can be accessed by using different methods like, Clinical
examination, biochemical evaluation, Assessment of Dietary intake, use of vital
health statistics, anthropometry etc. One of the widely used methods of studying
nutritional status is the study of Anthropometry. By using this method, measurements
of weight and height/length were obtained from adult males and females and children.
The growth and nutritional status of the children is assessed by calculating indices
like, Weight for age, Weight for height, Height for age. The Body Mass Index (BMI)
throw light on the health and nutritional status of both children as the adult.
While analyzing the health and nutritional status of a community, mostly these
indices were obtained by measuring the body of the children as growth status of
children can reveal many information regarding the health status of the community.
Weight-for-age indices is helpful to determine both chronic and acute under nutrition.
Children who are more than two standard deviations below the reference median on
this index are considered to be underweight. Linear growth retardation can be
assessed by calculating the height-for-age index. Children who are more than two
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standard deviations below the median of the reference population in terms of heightfor-age are considered short for their age or say to have a stunted growth. The weightfor-height index examines the body mass in relation to body length is examined
through the Weight-for-height index. Children are considered to be thin or wasted
when the weight-for-height index are calculated more than two standard deviations
below the median of the reference population.
Nutritional status of children belonging to scheduled tribe and of the total population
in Odisha is presented in Table-4.3.3. As can be observed from the table, percentage
of undernourished children are more in comparison to the children of the total
population for all the three nutritional indices.
Table: 4.3.3 Prevalence of Malnutrition among the Scheduled Tribe Children.
Categories

Weight for Age

Height for Age

of

Percentage

Percentage

Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage

below

below

-3SD

-2SD

ST

26.5

Total

20.7

Population below

Weight for Height

- below

- below

- below

3SD

2SD

3SD

2SD

59.0

19.9

49.4

5.7

30.4

54.4

17.6

44.0

3.9

24.3

-

Source: International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS). National Family Health Survey, (NFHS-4), 20015-16: India, Mumbai.

As far as nutritional intake is concerned, the overall nutritive intake of various foods among the
tribal people were less than Recommended Daily Allowance (RDA).As per the report of
National Nutrition Monitoring Bureau (NNMB), the average intake of all nutrients, barring
thiamine, niacin and vitamin C declined over the period 1998-99 to 2007-08. The intake of most
of the nutrients declined in states like, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra,
West Bengal and in the state of Odisha during the same period.

4.3.4 Major Determinants of Health:
A clean environment, good sanitation is also a key to better health and well-being of
people as well as society. Certain basic amenities is needed for the maintenance of
life in a clean environmental condition. Some of the important basic amenities are
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improved sources of drinking water, clean fuel, electricity and sanitation, etc. These
are not only fundamental to the health of the society but also essential to assess the
overall socio-economic status. Available survey and census data indicate that very
few tribal households have access to improved source of drinking water and
sanitation. As per the Census 2011, about 1.6 percent of tribal households in Odisha
have access to tap water and only 1.3 percent households have tap water from treated
source. Substantial proportion of tribal population do not proper sanitary facilities. In
Odisha, 91.6 percent tribal people are forced to resort to open defecation against 74.7
percent of country average. About 90 percent of scheduled tribe household do not
have any drainage facilities.

Many times the tribal people has to face the brunt of nature with major illness. They
lack modern health infrastructure for their quick recovery in and around their
habitation. Public health care infrastructure pattern remains poor for tribal areas due
to absence of doctors and health care staff, absence of basic requirements like
medicine, transportations etc. Rural health statistics (2012) provided by the Health
Intelligence Bureau, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India,
reported a huge shortfall of Physicians, Pediatricians, or any other specialist at
community health centers (CHCs) and doctors at primary health centers (PHCs) in
Tribal areas of Odisha. However, Majority (92.9) of Scheduled Tribe population
depends on the public health system. Thus, it is important to improve the
effectiveness of public health system to carter health care needs of the tribals.

4.4 POVERTY STATUS OF TRIBES IN ODISHA
Poverty is "pronounced deprivation in well-being." as stated by World Bank Institute
in 2005. As per this notion, poor people are those who, do not have enough income or
consumption to be at above some adequate minimum threshold. This view describes
poverty mostly in monetary terms. Sometimes people are deprived of a specific type
of consumption. They might have deprived of food, suffers from poor health
condition or homelessness. Such dimensions of poverty can often be measured
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directly, for instance by measuring malnutrition or literacy. The major approach to
well-being and poverty focuses on the "capability" of the individual to function in
society. The poor lack key capabilities, and may have inadequate income or
education, or be in poor health, or feel powerless, or lack political freedoms (World
Bank Institute, 2005).
4.4.1 Measures of Poverty Status:
In India, there is no unanimity of opinion either among the researchers or policy
makers relating to measurement of poverty and policy prescriptions for alleviating
poverty. The earliest estimate of Poverty line has been estimated by Dadabhai
Naoroji through his book, “Poverty and Unbritish Rule in India” based on the cost of
a subsistence or minimum basic diet (rice or flour, dal, mutton, vegetables, ghee,
vegetable oil, and salt). He proposed ₹16 to ₹35 per capita income per year as the
basis of poverty line estimation. Post-independence, the planning commission has
constituted many committees for the estimation of poverty line. The first systematic
assessment of poverty was made by VM Dandekar and N Rath (1971), in India,
based on National Sample Survey(NSS)data.
In India poverty measures are conventionally computed in comparison to a threshold
level of monthly per capita consumption expenditure (MPCE), necessary to provide a
minimum nutritional diet in terms of calorie intake. Such defined level and criteria
have undergone a series of changes. So many revisions and modifications has been
undertaken in between 1960 & 2010, to adjust the measures of poverty line and
poverty ratio appropriately. Many expert groups were constituted from time to time to
revise and modify the criteria of Poverty estimation such as, the constitution of
Working Group in 1962, the Task Force in 1979 under the Chairmanship of Dr Y.K.
Alagh, the Expert group in 1989 under the chairmanship of Prof. D.T. Lakdawala, the
Expert Group under the chairmanship of Prof. S.D. Tendulkar in 2005, and the
Rangarajan Committee, 2009 significantly contributed to these revisions and
modifications to reflect changing socio-economic conditions of the nation,
particularly those of the poor (Economic survey, Odisha, 2018-19).
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Most policy makers prefer the simple head count ratio (HCR), or the poverty gap
index (PGI) as the measures of poverty. As a nodal agency, earlier Planning
Commission determined poverty by estimating as the Head Count Ratio (HCR). The
incidence of poverty is defined as the HCR and is measured as the state specific
percentage of people living below the poverty line. The ratio is obtained by using the
quinquennial consumer expenditure survey conducted by National Sample Survey
Organization (NSO). At the national level poverty is estimated as the weighted
average of state specific poverty levels. Thus, the incidence of poverty is the
proportion of poor in the population and it is measured by the head count ratio. The
methods used to calculate HCR is shown below.
The Head Count Ratio:

This is a standard major of poverty measure of the

percentage of population living below the poverty line and It is defined as:
HCR = q/n * 100
Where, q= the number of persons below a predefined poverty norm (also called
poverty line)
n= total population
This ratio takes into account percentage of all the people who are below the poverty
line. According to Planning Commission estimates, 301.72 mi1lion Indians are in
poverty in 2004-05, this is a head count ratio or measure of poverty or the proportion
of the population with consumption expenditure less than the Poverty Line.
The Planning Commission of India, made a list of poor states of the union and the
state Odisha has been demarcated among the category of the poor states. Most of
these states are either flood–prone or go through from drought like condition. The
state Odisha occupy 4.74 percent of India’s land mass, 3.58 percent of the country’s
population and a home of over 5 percent of the country. For administrative purpose,
the state has been divided into three revenue Divisions, thirty districts. These thirty
districts is comprised of 58 sub-divisions, 317 Tahsils, 314 Blocks, and 6227 GPs,
spread over 51,349 villages. The population density of the State was 269 persons per
square kilometer. According to 2011 census, 83.31percent of the population was
living in rural areas of Odisha. The state is also inhabited by different ethnic groups.
The Scheduled Tribe communities occupies 22.8 percent of the state's population.
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The state Odisha is a diverged state in term of its physiographic condition with wide
range of physical features and agro-ecological zones. The state is usually divided into
four agro-climatic zones: Northern Plateau; Central Table Land; Eastern Ghats and
the Coastal Plains. But the National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) has defined
three regions for the purpose of selection of samples to study the NSS region wise
and social group wise Head Count Ratio (HCR) for its different rounds of survey.

Orissa is among the poorest states in India as estimated by the NSS survey reports.
The state is not only, a poor state, but also an unequal state as there exists Inequalities
between different social groups like scheduled tribe and scheduled caste and others
inhabiting in different regions. Major disparities are also noticed across regions in
different rounds of NSS survey conducted during the year 1999-2000 and also in
2004-05. The coastal and northern Orissa have shown much better indicators for
health, education and income than southern Orissa. As per the NSS study (19992000) the HCR was much more higher among the Scheduled Tribe population for all
the three NSS study region. The HCR was about 25 percent more among the ST
population in comparison to the overall population of the state. NSS 2004-05 reveled
that, nearly 48 per cent of Odisha's rural population are living below the poverty line
(NSS 2004-05). The poverty Head Count Ratio in rural parts of southern Orissa in
2004-05 was a staggering, that is about 73 per cent (Table- 4.4.1). The HCR of
Northern Orissa also fared no better with rural poverty levels of all most 60 per cent.
Comparatively, rural poverty in coastal Orissa was significantly lower at 27 per cent.
The HCR among Scheduled Tribe was high across all regions. Nearly 83 per cent of
STs were found to be poor in the southern region which is also a pocket of tribal
concentration in Odisha. In 2004-05, the tribal population in the state registered a
headcount ratio of 75 per cent overall – and decrease of only about two per cent from
the year 1999-2000. Tribals in rural areas of the state were particularly worse-off,
with higher poverty levels among all the group in all regions.
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Table: 4.4.1 NSS Region wise and Group wise HCR, Rural Odisha
Region

NSS Survey (1999-2000)

NSS Survey (2004-05)

Different Social Group
STs

SCs

Other

All

STs

SCs

Other

All

Coastal

66.63

42.18

24.32

31.74

67.7

32.8

19.0

27.4

Northern

61.69

57.22

34.67

49.81

72.8

64.4

33.9

59.1

Southern

92.42

88.90

77.65

87.05

82.8

67.2

44.1

72.7

Odisha

73.08

52.30

33.29

48.01

75.8

49.9

23.5

46.9

The Tendulkar Committee Report of 2011-12 and NSSO has estimated the poverty
for all state of India as well as Odisha during the last decade and the extent of poverty
in the State is assessed in terms of dimension of poverty, magnitude of deprivation
and inequities.
Fig 4.5.1Percentage of ST Population Below Poverty
Line in Odisha
Rural
71.26
64.85

Urban

73.93
59.59

75.6
61.8

1993-94
1999-2000

2004-05

Source : Planning Commission of India.

Poverty dimension is reflected through poverty line and head count ratio. Based on
MPCE, About 32.59 percent of population (138.2 lakh people) of Odisha were
estimated to be living in below poverty line by 2011-12. At the same time, a total of 82
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lakh poor people in the state were moved up from below poverty line to above poverty
line within a span of 8 years. In Odisha Poverty has declined from 57.20 percent in
2004-05 to 32.59 percent in 2011-12, which has been declined by 24.61 percentage
points with an average annual decline of 3.52 percentage points. It was the highest
reduction among major States in India. In spite of such declination, the social classwise and region-wise estimates of poverty head count ratios in Odisha remain an areas
of concern. Table - 4.4.2 shows the poverty head count ratio of scheduled tribes of
Odisha for the year 2004-05 and 2011-12. As shown in the table about 68 percent of ST
communities in rural Odisha were below poverty line in 2004-05. But it is reassuring to
note that poverty among ST communities has shrunk at a faster rate, i.e., by 26.51
percentage points from the year 2004-05 to 2011-12, compared to overall poverty
reduction.

Table 4.4.2: Head Count Ratio (Percent) by Social Groups for Rural Odisha
Years

2004-05
2011-12

HCR percent of Scheduled Tribe
Scheduled
Others
Total
Tribe
67.90
37.10
60.80
41.39
14.20
35.69

Comparing different regions, the northern region registered the highest reduction of
poverty by 30.53 percentage points, followed by the southern region with 25.40
percentage points. In coastal region, 19.95 percentage points reduction is observed in
between 2004-05 and 2011-12. Such poverty reduction measures in the state led
Odisha to improve its position from 30th rank to 25th rank among the States in terms
of percentage of poor in total population during these 8 years.
In order to assess the inequalities among different group, there are two important
indicators like Gini coefficient and MPCE share of the poorest quintile. Gini
coefficients depict the inequalities in the distribution of monthly per capita
consumption expenditure. It was proposed by Gini and is the most commonly used
measure of inequality. It measures statistical dispersion intended to represent the
income or wealth distribution of a nation's residents. The Gini coefficients of
scheduled tribes in Odisha by rural-urban breakup between 2004-05 and 2011-12 are
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presented in Table - 4.4.3 Figures shown in the table suggested that, Scheduled
Tribes groups of urban areas have shown an increasing trend of inequalities since
2004-05 whereas, In rural areas, ST communities falling at faster rate than all of the
social classes.
Table 4.4.3- Gini coefficients of Scheduled Tribe of Odisha Rural and Urban
Years

Rural

Urban

STs

Total

STs

Total

2004-05

0.22

0.26

0.33

0.33

2009-10

0.22

025

0.33

0.38

2011-12

0.19

0.23

0.36

0.35

Source: DE&S, Odisha; Niti Aayog, India; MOSP&I, India

In Odisha, among the all social classes in urban areas, the SC and OBC category
shows a declining trend of inequalities but the ST and Others category show
increasing trend of inequalities since 2004-05. In rural areas, all the social classes
experience fall in inequalities and the ST communities falling at faster rate than rest
of the social classes.

4.4.2 Identification of Below Poverty Line (BPL):
Poverty is estimated in India on the basis of income or consumption levels. A
household is considered as Below the Poverty Line (BPL), when the income income
or consumption falls below a given minimum level. In our country, poverty
estimation is now conducted by task force of Niti Aayog based on the data captured
by the National Sample Survey Office under the Ministry of Statistics and Program
Implementation (MOSPI). Based on the three BPL census conducted in years
1992,1997 and 2002, Poverty line and the poverty ratio were prospectively used for
identification and tracking of poverty as well as to allocate financial resources for
poverty alleviation programs across regions. The intense debate on methodological
issues of Tendulkar poverty line and legal issues of 2002 BPL census led to the
initiation of BPL census along with Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC) in 2011
which was approved in the Parliament in May 2011.
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4.4.3 Present practice of Poverty Identification: SECC 2011
The Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC) of India has been adopted in the year
2011 after its approval in the Parliament. The SECC has been adopted as a more
realistic, transparent and good governance approach for the identification of the poor
after the three previous BPL censuses. Being a comprehensive program conducted
both for rural and urban areas of the country, it involved combined efforts of MoRD,
MHUPA, RGI, Ministry of Home Affairs and State Governments/ UT
administrations. SECC 2011 enabled households ranking that based on socio
economic status. Information on socio-economic and education parameters of various
sections of the population and information on caste population is now easily
accessible.
In the state of Odisha, Poverty has been redefined, re-measured and re-identified after
adopting the principle of SECC 2011. As per the findings of SECC 2011, automatic
exclusion, inclusion and deprivation criteria were pre-defined and evaluated.
The poverty profile of Odisha has been prepared by the combined indicators of 7
deprivation and 5 compulsory inclusion criteria. Primitive Tribal Groups (0.68
percent) and destitute (0.57 percent) form the major part of compulsory inclusion
criteria.

4.5 LET US SUM UP:
In this unit we have discuss about the literacy, education, health and poverty status of
tribals of Odisha. We have also discussed how these are interrelated with each other.
The literacy and education status of tribes shows a gloomy picture in the state with
more number of dropouts specially girls at higher education level. The health status of
tribals also not very good in comparison to the state averages. Both low levels of
education and health leading to the poverty.

4.6 KEY WORDS
Gross Enrollment Ratio (GRE):

It is a statistical measure used to determine
the number of students enrolled in school at
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several different grade levels (like
elementary, middle school and high school).

Gender Parity Index (GPI):

The GPI is a socioeconomic index
usually designed to measure the
relative access to
education of
males and females. It is calculated
as the quotient of the number of
females by the number of males
enrolled in
a given stage of
education.

Body Mass Index (BMI):

BMI is a measure of body fat based
on height and weight. It applies only
to adult men and women

Infant Mortality Rate (IMR):

It is the number of death of infants
under 1yr of age per 1000 live birth

Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR):

It is the death of women in her
pregnancy, or within 42 days of
termination of pregnancy

Malnutrition:

Malnutrition refers to deficiencies,
excesses or imbalances in a person’s
dietary intake.

Poverty:

Poverty is a state or condition in
which a person or community lacks
the financial resources and
essentials for a minimum standard
of living.
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4.8 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Q1 How can literacy and Education help to eradicate Poverty?
Q2. Discuss the interrelationship of Education, Health and Poverty.
Q3. What are the indicators used in our country for poverty estimation?
Q4.What are the important health issues of tribals inhabiting in Odisha?
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