
 

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur Page 1 
 

UNIT -1 PENNY PRESS, TABLOID PRESS, YELLOW     

JOURNALISM  

 

 

Structure  

1.1 Learning Objective 
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1.3 Penny Press 

1.4 Tabloid Press 
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       Check Your Progress 

 

1.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVE  

 

You must be using newspapers in your daily lives. Have you ever enquired about the 

origin of newspapers in this planet? Let us learn more about the evolution of 

newspapers from the days of penny press in England. This unit seeks to provide the 

reader with an idea of the changing face of newspapers from past till present.  

 

After successfully completing this unit, students should be able to: 

¶ Trace the history of newspapers 

¶ Understand the various phases of newspaper industry 

¶ Appreciate the changing printing forms 

 

1.2 INTRODUCTION  

 

Newspaper has a specific role to play in our society. Print Media has constantly 

evolved. It has passed through various stages -right from the printing of religious 

literatures to its present format of multi-edition newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, 

brochures among others. We have also seen the growth of other media types in recent 

years. Technology has changed a lot. The media industry has been able to cater to the 

changing taste of audiences. However, this was not the case always. Media, esp. 

newspapers have seen many ups and downs. People have experimented with several 

versions of newspapers. In short, newspapers have a history of their own. Letôs try 

and trace their growth and evolution.  
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1.3 PENNY PRESS 

 

History  

Horatio Davis Sheppard was an American physician who founded the first Penny 

Press in 1833. The newspaper was printed at United States, as Morning Post. Prior to 

them there were low-priced papers in England as early as 1706, known as Orange 

Postman, sold at one cent. Such papers could be considered as the Father of Penny 

Press. 

The Penny Press started by Benjamin Day in 1833, ñThe Sunò, was a paper printed on 

four letter size pages, at New York City newspaper from USA. Benjamin Day was 

from England who worked with the paper, the Republican. His job at New York was 

that of a compositor. Day as a publisher found that penny paper would be read by 

those who could not afford a costly paper. His paper was an instant success. Its motto, 

printed at the top of every page, was "The object of this paper is to lay before the 

public, at a price within the means of every one, all the news of the day, and at the 

same time offer an advantageous medium for advertisements." Benjamin introduced 

sensationalism with human interest stories. He focused more on common peopleôs 

interests. Day also used to sell the papers by newsboys.  

 

  

Benjamin  Day, founder of the penny 

press in the USA 

The Sun, Benjamin Day's Newspaper 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Benjamin_H_Day.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NewYorkSun1834LR.jpg
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Penny press was most noted for its cheap price (one cent) whereas the other 

newspapers were priced around six times (six cent) more. The unusual low price 

popularized the newspaper in America and attracted poorer readers. Penny press 

made news and journalism more popular. It also caused newspapers to give more 

attention to the public they served. Editors thought that the information that interested 

the rich people may not be having the same appeal among the poor class. Penny 

newspaper readers enjoyed more news on police and crimes. Advertising was the 

major revenue for the penny press while other newspapers depended on high priced 

subscriptions which were collected annually. 

 

Penny Press led to a growth in middle and working classes readers. It created a desire 

for news. Penny papers were filled with human interest stories, crime, tragedy, 

adventure and local gossip. The papers, however, were characterised by an 

unpolished form of journalism. They relied heavily on sensationalism. 

 

Penny papers experimented with news from sports, crime, tragedy, gossip and 

adventure. They were low-priced. Benjamin Dayôs paper The Sun was connected to a 

wider audience. It used a simple language and had a more direct style. Slowly it 

transformed into a daily newspaper. The newspaper was affordable to the working 

class. It enjoyed a large distribution. 

 

The success of the penny papers was not easy in the beginning. People did not want 

to buy a new newspaper every day, and it was a challenge to convince them of the 

benefits of newspaper in everyday life. But, ultimately they became interested in 

reading the latest news which the penny papers sought to provide. 

  

By 1834, The Sun had the largest circulation in the United States. Its growing 

popularity was for its readersô passion for The Sun's sensationalism. Some of its 

stories were fabricated as well. The Sun added a Saturday edition in 1836. By 1851 

the Sunôs presses were printing 18,000 copies an hour. The Sun became the ýrst 

successful daily which was more popular among poor, middle and working classes.  

 

Many newspaper after The Sun, such as The New York Herald, Tribute, Times and 

World in New York began to be sold in one cent. But as they expanded and increased 

their circulation they increased their prices. Newspapers, around this time also saw an 

increase the number of their employees. They were beginning to take the shape of 

institutions. 
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In the year 1835 James Gordon Bennettôs introduced the New York Herald. It 

brought with it new journalistic practices. Till now newspapers and other media relied 

on documents as sources. Bennett introduced the practices of collecting opinions and 

interviewing as a method of news gathering. 

 

  

James Gordon Bennett's New York Herald 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

Herald became the nationôs leading paper in circulation. It wielded a tremendous 

influence upon readers.  Bennett first brought the concept of news and organised his 

newspaper in business lines. In a way he founded a business venture and introduced 

competition among newspapers. Bennettôs New York Herald was independent of 

politics or political organizations. His newspaper was in great demand among 

advertisers. Bennett reported mainly local news and cases of corruption. He struggled 

for accuracy. Bennett realized that ñthere was more journalistic money to be made in 

recording gossip that interested bar-rooms, work-shops, race courses, and tenement 

houses, than in consulting the tastes of drawing rooms and libraries.ò He was known 

for his write-up ñmoney pageò, which was new in the Herald, and for his coverage of 

news on women. His was always in the lookout to get the news first in his paper.  

 

Horace Greeley, published The New York Tribune in the year 1841. It was one of 

the most successful penny papers on those periods. He was involved with the first 

penny paper in America, Bostonôs Morning Post, which was a failure.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Gordon_Bennett,_Sr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Herald
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Horace Greeley The New York Tribune 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

His editorial page was the soul of his paper and the reason for its large influence. The 

paper achieved a circulation of around 200,000 in the 1850s. It was one of the largest 

daily then in New York City. The Tribune's editorials was first choice of reader, it 

was also shared and copied in other city newspapers.  

The famous penny press paper was started in 1851 by two men, George Jones 

(Publisher) and Henry Raymond. Originally the paper was named The New York 

Daily Times, but was later changed to The New York Times in 1857. 

 

 

The New York Times  
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George Jones (Publisher) Henry Raymond 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

Journalistic standards were taken care of to give very high quality reporting and 

writing for the readers. The first issue of the New York Daily Times expressed the 

purpose and intention of the newspaper for the society.   

Eighteen century newspapers were intended for the business community, contained 

ship timetables, wholesale product prices, and advertisements. There were political 

newspapers that were controlled by political parties or their editors as a means of 

sharing their views with leading stakeholders. Journalists reported the party line, 

writing in favour of party positions. The penny press greatly influenced every other 

part of the society by covering news without government interests. Penny Press was 

known as newspaper without government or government without newspaper. 

Journalists were free from political influence. The stories were now covered on real 

life of middle and poor class people. The vocabulary was comparative simpler than 

competing newspapers. Telegraph was mostly used to gather news. 

 

Penny Magazine 

The growth in penny papers led to Charles Knightôs The Penny Magazine (1832ï

1845). The purpose of this magazine was to educate and improve Englandôs poor, but 

it was also very popular with Americans. It became a very successful magazine as it 

attained a circulation of more than 20,000 copies within a year.  
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1.4 TABLOID PRESS 

 

 
(Source: Creative Commons) 

 

After world II a new type of newspaper, the tabloid was born. The Tabloid 

symbolized its character as a small size daily newspaper compared to broadsheet 

newspaper. There is no standard size paper in newspaper format. If we look after the 

meaning of tabloid in Oxford Dictionary, it says; tabloid is a newspaper with smaller 

pages(usually half the size of those in large newspaper) compared to broadsheet. 

Tabloid newspaper comes in five to six columns whereas the broadsheet newspaper 

comes with eight columns. 

 

Tabloid newspaper comes with articles and stories of famous people, tourist places, 

sensational crime stories, astrology, celebrity gossip and news from movies- 

television published. Larger newspapers traditionally associated with higher-quality 

journalism on daily news coverage were called broadsheets.  

 

The first and the most successful of the tabloids was the New York Illustrated Daily 

News. Tabloid newspapers were more popular in Britain and USA. They enjoyed 

wide circulation in their target markets. They were the first choice among the readers. 



 

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur Page 8 
 

In short the tabloid newspaper could be treated as a daily or weekly newspaper with 

its readers. In the couple of years many newspaper across the world were converted 

into tabloids. An important factor behind this was the increasing price of newsprint. It 

would help the newspaper organisation to intact the newspaper price by reducing the 

size of the paper. 

Tabloids in India 

Mostly the term 'tabloid' refers to weekly or semi-weekly newspapers in Indian 

context. Many of these are essentially straightforward newspapers, published in 

tabloid format. This is because people traveling in trains and buses prefer to read 

smaller-size newspapers due to lack of space. These newspapers were distinguished 

from the major dailies, in that they offered an alternative viewpoint. Editors of these 

tabloids were more locally oriented and the paper was editorially independent from 

major media houses. 

Employment News was launched in 1976. It is one of the leading tabloids in India. Its 

prime objective was to provide an effective platform on job vacancies, job oriented 

training programmes, admission notices relating to job oriented courses and results of 

recruitment examinations. In addition to job vacancies, Rozgar Samachar, in each 

issue, carries article on job opportunities in various sectors, including emerging 

sectors. Since its launch, Employment News has proved useful for our young 

graduates, engineers, scientists and other qualified persons, looking for employment 

or seeking to improve their prospects. 

 

(Source: Wikipedia) 



 

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur Page 9 
 

The weekly carries job advertisements for Central, State Governments, Public Sector 

Undertakings, Autonomous Bodies, Universities, admission notices for professional 

courses, examination notices and results of UPSC, SSC and other general recruitment 

bodies and mid-level career promotion opportunities. In addition, there is also an 

Editorial segment, which carries articles on career opportunities. The articles deal 

with career guidance on new and upcoming fields or professional activities with 

information on the employment prospects in the area, qualifications required to enter 

the profession and the institutes to avail education and training from. 

 

The target groups of the weekly are civil service aspirants, candidates appearing for 

competitive exams and interviews. The mandate of the weekly is to inform and 

educate the young people so that they can make an informed decision about their 

careers.  

 

It is pertinent to mention that besides fulfilling the social obligation for which the 

journal was started, Employment News/ Rozgar Samachar has been earning 

substantial profits regularly. The journal, which has earned the distinction of being 

one of the highest circulated weeklies, is available throughout the length and breadth 

of the country. 

As of 31 March 2018, there were over 100,000 publications registered with 

the Registrar of Newspaper in India (RNI). India has the second-largest newspaper 

market in the world, with daily newspapers reporting a combined circulation of over 

240 million copies as of 2018. 

The Daily Mint, of Hindustan Times Group has been acceptable by the readers since 

2005. It focuses on finance, business, politics and other developmental issues. 

 
(Source: Wikipedia) 



 

Odisha State Open University, Sambalpur Page 10 
 

Times group, the company who owns The Times of India, started its tabloid known as 

Mumbai Mirror, from 2005. Now it has a daily circulation of approximately 7,00,000 

copies. 

 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

The Mid Day published from Mumbai and New Delhi has been in existence as a 

evening daily from 2007.  This tabloid is published in three different languages which 

include Urdu, Gujarati, and English. The various sections of this tabloid consist of 

'Travel', 'Sex and Relationships', 'Food and Health', 'Lifestyle' and 'National or 

International News'.  
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In the same year i.e. 2007, the India Today group started the Mail Today. It focuses 

on political and business news with vibrant pictures. 

 

DNA or Daily News and Analysis is a reputed Indian daily tabloid which was 

founded on 30th July, 2005 and is published from regions like Indore, Mumbai, Pune, 

Jaipur, Ahmedabad and Bangalore. It was the very first Indian tabloid which 

introduced a format of all-colour pages. Managed by Diligent Media Corporation, 

DNAôs target readers are basically youngsters.  
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Ebela is a Bengali tabloid which targets young Bengali readers mainly from West 

Bengal. Published by ABP Group this Bengali daily tabloid contains 32 pages. 

Presently, it is circulated from Howrah and Kolkata. 

 

The New Indian Express comes with different supplements on different days of the 

week. One of its popular tabloids is known as edex. This paper consists of educational 

news from different campuses and articles on various courses. 

 


